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EUGENIA MCQUATTERS
Secretary/Assistant to Ambassador Biddle
Warsaw, Poland (19371940)

Eugenia McQuatters was educated at the University of California and at the
Sarbonne in France. She entered the Foreign Service in 1936 and was assigned
as Secretary and Assistant to Ambassador Anthony Billdéeaccompanied
Ambassador Biddle on his missions to Poland, France and England. Her
experiences in those countries durprld War 1l are graphically told in her
interview, which was conducted by Randolph W. Baxter in 1991.

Q: When would you have left, then, to Warsaw?

Mc QUATTERS: Oh, Il think, it-[paase]-y@® thember, no,
ambassador who was tieeor the former ambassador who was there was going out, and Mr.
Biddl e was coming in. But | didn6ét know that

going out. They put me in the file room. The man who was in the file room was so anxious to get
away--- he wanted to get out of Warsaythat] he left about the day I got there. [laughs] So |
had to really work hard to find out what the file room really consisted of.

Soon after that- a few months after that Ambassador Biddle came. [Biddle waswed by



President Roosevelt to be U.S. Ambassador to Poland on April 6, 1937, was confirmed in May

and arrived in Warsaw on June 2, 1937.] Thato
work,and Isaidyest hat 6s t he way i typlaadpbecawsal lrealy was ve
worked-- you had no hours you just had to work at that was all there was to it. At the

beginning, it was fairly quiet, but after awhile, it began to get fairly tense, and there was the

feeling of an oncoming conflict, youight say.

Ambassador Biddle had a lot of work to do, and he went to the Foreign Office and to various
others-- he made wonderful contacts in Warsaw. You certainly have read all-tHos@ the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, [The 1976 Biddle Report boakntained several letters and cables
Biddle had sent to President Roosevelt and the State Department which detailed the diplomatic
situation leading up to the Nazi invasion. McQuatters was particularly interested in the
compilation, since she had originatlyy p e d B i ewdtterendtss fan lasnvarious cables

and letters!] and- [pause] ...

Q: [Polish Foreign Minister] J6zef Beck?
McQUATTERS: Beck turned out to be not what he was supposed to be, | think.
Q: What was your impression of Beck? Becawsé&éls been al ternately

McQUATTERS: Well, at that time, | thought that he was a fine, brilliant e was certainly
very fine. And it was only | ater that we | ear
But the Poles were really wonderfugople.

| didndét | ea+In ttwmolk pae afke woRadalsihsh | essons to | e
expensi ve, 0 othingslikdthad Gne way pwe Ieaaned, isowhen] we would go out

with some of the Polish people from the Emlyaasd try to buy things from the grocery stores,

or things like that. You could see that there was beginning to be less and less food, and less and

less material things in the country. And also, for example, if you had a hezldtgdbill or even

hard curency such as a twengoty piece of money, and you wanted to buy something that was
three or four zlotys, you didnét get your <cha
see? They didndét accept paper g@Bynteeytimeaweleft, hat t
or [even] before we left, it was really getting pretty difficult.

One time, | made a trip to Danzig for the Ambassador with some instructions that he gave me
orally. You wereno6t s-uyouw scidd nt adherykunaduld bewh ¢ h  an
caught with anythingso it was just oral instructions to the man in charge there, the Consul.

Q: Was that Mr. Kuykendall?

McQUATTERS: Yes. [pause, then laughs] It was really very interesting, because the day that |

arrived at Danzigfio our conference, he met me at the st
at my house, with my wife. Therebds a young fe
was taking phot ogr-dlpughs]-- asithe Nazis veere, of ctage ruqmingpal e . 0

around-- il | had to go down and get him out. He di d



this boy, taking photographs. He shoul d have
Consulate.

Q: He was a German as a guest of tmeehdican Consulate, the photographer?

Mc QUATTERS: No, he was just a little American
Consul wasnodot so sure about this fellow. So |
away too; | 6mysemei ctganhigm @awd get on the trai
to the train and see that you get into your ¢
overnight trip, and | wasndét supposedhimo have
because you never know anything, o and all of

those days. So, everything was fine, and we went to sleep. Right next [to my compartment] there
was a little washroom. The next day, coming into Warsavad jstanding] in the corridor, and
he came out of his door which was right next to my compartment! We had been using the same

washroom, and | didndét know! [l aughs] Wedd ne
the doors had been wide open! | thougbktwould die laughing. There were a lot of instances
|l i ke that. | dondét know what happened to him

keep us apart, and here we had the same little washrdbat was very funny.
| was also sent to Berlin withh message to deliver there.
Q: To the Ambassador?

McQUATTERS: From the Ambassador to the Ambassador. It was quite interesting because one

of the young Third Secretaries, which | had knewhe was in Warsaw when | got there, and

hedd been oBerlim-wadthere.ritevas a very easy trip to take. But it was a time

when you just didnét have too much confidence
as much as you could. You had a lot of peeppmuse]

There was a telephone operaabthe Embassy, a young man named Grotowski, the son of a

former Consul General in Chicago, the Polish Consul General to Chicago. He was well educated

and a very nice person, but he would listen to conversations, you see. [laughs] Finally,
sometimesthedbassador would say, #AAil right, now,
so of course he had [been listening in]. Several times, | had come into in my office, and | always
found him sort of looking around in the wastepaper [basket and] in the incbaskgt, and

things | ike that. |l kept wondering, AWhat on
Well, then [after that], you didndét | eave any
you how close it was we had a Disbursing Officer who was a very nice Aoaatj and-

Grot owsKki didnét come to work one day, -and di
he didndét call in to say he was not well . So
[ Grot owski 6sdc &daoss ey bdadinteurhawitdhimdin anygther wayand

there he was, just sort of sitting there on h
you coming back to work or not, because you c
yes, ye&sa,ckl dinl abd ew days, 0 and [that] he just
didndét come back. And finally, the same Disbu



[Grotowski] had been in our employ, paid by the State Department, and he waskisg \ior

the Germans and working for the Poles. And he was getting all this information. After a while,
though, he couldné6t get any [more] informatio
had everything tied dows this business of finding him@uple of times in the office, looking

around the paper|s], listening on the telephere [now] had no information to pass on. And

t hen, | don 0 t-Ireveofaundwit whether it wasitise Germans or the Poles

when he got on a train t@me into Warsaw, they threw him off the train and he was killed.

That 6s how t-brethetrdcilsund hi m

Thatds just one incident of the sort of tensi
Ambassador was certainly very calrhe was a vergtrong person, in a very mild way, but he

was very strong- and he tried to take care of the staff as much as he could. In the garden of the
Embassy, they had dug a trench so that if anything happened, you could go out and get in the
trench. We had messeg)from the State Department that we were trying to decode, that said,

AYou are ordered to take the women members of
meaning that they should go in the trench. But in decoding that messagmember very weél

-the flak was coming down so strong that you
the trench! There were two or three of us that were decoding the messages, and we just stayed

where we were. Nothing happened to any of us. Althoughthe lakw ver y strong, it
to get into the trench nor into the house. But later on, the Ambassador felt that, for our
protection, we should go to a place outside o

documents or not ...

Q: He [Ambassador Bidle] mentions that there was an Embassy villa &onstancin?- is
that the town?

Mc QUATTERS: Yes, thatodos right! So we went the
staff had a house, near the Ambasoamwareds hous
dropped. And every one of them was a dud! We heard all that noise and everything, and we
rushed to find out what -wedbwasgoHegstabd| eaVhi
go back i nSbwe alMaentdarkl[ladghs] Somegple said that those bombs were

duds on purpose, just to frighten the foreigners who were there, or just to let them know that [the
Nazis] had the power over the air, which they did. The Poles had nothing, and the other countries

like France and Englanddd n 6t come i n very strong for three
the first day of the War. | think on the fifth day, we left on the convoy, and went south.

Q: If we could go back just a little bit, before the invasion had started. You said theae was
feeling that [Polish] Foreign Minister Beck had changed positions?

McQUATTERS: No, no. Foreign Minister Beck was just fine at that time, as far as | was aware,

and the Ambassador too. It was only afterwards that we learned that he had not beentasscorre

he had [reputedly] been he was more for the Nazis, for the Germans, than he was for the Poles.
At | east thatodés what | wunderstood.

Q: After the invasion started?



McQUATTERS: No, after the war was over, we learned that. We found out that theryilit

Attaché to the German Embassy had been friendly with some of the younger officers and with

the Military Attach® in Warsaw. He was report
War started, on the first daMrEbik[C8B8akae up and
Elbrick, then Third Secretary of the U.S. Embassy to Polarat]d where is Mr. Biddle now,
today?0 [i n a mo c-lsditrslgpwen that Beavascrealty for tlee Germans He

had been friendly with all of the officeradthe Military Attaché all that time, and they never

did suspect that he hadthat he would be- you, know, a Nazi.

Q: This was- he [Ambassador Biddle] mentions a Major Colburn [who] was the U.S. Military
Attacheé--

McQUATTERS: He was our MilitanAttaché-- Major Colburn.

Q: So this other person wasa German.

McQUATTERS: A German.

Q: And he was Military Attaché to Warsaw.

McQUATTERS: Well, he was- the other man was a German Military Attaché attached to the

German Embassy in Warsaw, y®Lle e . Maj or Col burn was our Mil i:1
-what youo v gaughshyou niukt baveeread those [referring to the 1976 Biddle Report

book] -- those things from A to Z!

Q: Well, it helps to have it down, to remember what is what.

McQUATTERS: [laughs] | remember that he had invited two or three of the Clerksa u s e t hey
dondt have that title anymore; youdre not a C
Admini strative Assistant, or nddigheandimg-thg | i ke t
[the German Military Attach®] invited us to h
not what 16d |like to see, but | dondét think t

ten o0cl ock, b aeverynertday the borpbk stacted! and t

They were so devious, those Germans. | had gotten an apartment, and a German maid. She came

recommended, and said, AHere is my credenti al
Military Attachés in Warsaw! [laughs She said, #fAJust <call him up,
called him up, and he said, AWell, you see, s
and we dondét need her anymore. o [l aughs] | hi
had my @artment about ten minutes away [from the Embassy], and two friends of mine from the
clerical staff used to come to lunch every da
One day, we were having lunch, and | remember apologizing when the mad pass

biscuits or somethingar ound, and the napkin in the tray \
sorry about the soiled napkin, itéds terrible.
anything, and that made me realize that though shehadsas he di dndét wunder st a

well -- and | had taken a few lessons in German, and | would say just a few little words to



communicate with her she understood English perfectly and she was just hoping against hope.
That 6s why t he becapsk they thoughhlevas a venyenmiportant person. But |

never took anything home, as it wasno6t safe,
t hat wasnoét easily understood. I mean, nothin
bewmuse | was very close to the Ambassador. The

just get into her place. But it was a great disappointment to them.

Then, when the war actually started, Il di smi s
this German Attache they were great pals and the next day, | dismissed her. She refused to

go-- it was a terrible thing- and | reported it to the Polish authorities. But they had no power;

even at that earl y st aogwmeresotpdweriess.dthiokltheé whdle do an
government was probably infiltrated with traitors.

Before | got my own apartment, | had lived in a pension [pronounced the French way, as in a
rented room], and it was a very nice pension. | had a little sort of dbemlreom, and | had a
living room, and bath- it was very nice. The only thing, it was sort of difficult for lunch,
because we had American hours, and thélye Poles- had Polish hours, and it was very hard.
But the dinner was always served up in ysalon with a waiter with white glovesvery

el egant. And 106l never forget that womanés n
[phonetically: zhatbelLEF-ski]. She was so disagreeable, especially to Americans. She just
didndot | i ke Amelearnedafrora Poésh frieands that caime later, that she was

definitely preGerman. A Pole that was pf@erman. [laughs] She probably had been born in
Danzig or something like that.

t ittt
hi ngs

beelti agyoh) ngJadvtatlid

But th | e
t t hat have no consequen

was t ha
Just about t

Q: So most of the Poleswerau n't r ust wort hy? You coul-Gemart t el |
or not?

McQUATTERS: | must say, that most of the Poles were neGangnan. But not all of them

you couldnét tell. Like this Jabel ewski, she
shewasprd&ser man . I know | had some Polish friends
there were one or twao like this boy Grotowski [the Embassy telephone operatioe] was well

educated, hedd been to Oxford ... a very nice

have a lot of money but there he was, he got involved with the Americans and the Poles and
the Gemans all at once, and then, of course, he got into a terrible lot of trouble. There were a
few like that who were disagreeable.

We had one Polish man, he was a Polish Jewish man whose job was in the financial [section],
handing out the checks to the atpeople, and-

Q: People in the Embassy?

Mc QUATTERS: He was at the Embassy. He was a P
evacuated with us. He left his wife and family there, and evacuated with us.

10



The first place we went to was Krzemieniec [patically: kshimYEN-yez]--i t 6 s pr obabl y
your papers there somewhere. Well, the [very] first place was only a watering place. It was big
enough for all the Poles [the fleeing Polish Government] and the accompanying governments.

We were only there jusine night. [ed note: McQuatters here confuses Krzemieniec with

Naleczow, the spa town 23 kilometers west of Lublin and over 200 km. southeast of Warsaw;

she corrects herself by the end of the paragraph, referring to Krzemieniec as the next destination
afteek At he spa place. 0 The U.S. embassy staff st
then proceeded another 480 km. to the east to Krzemieniec (only 30 km. west of the Soviet

border), which the staff reached on the morning of Sept. 7 after haweg dnrough the night.]

It was a spa place, and we were all billeted in various places, but there was one central place

where we would go in to eat. We had gone in and were eating, and we got word from the
Ambassadof- who sent his chauffeur overtoud hat , AWhen you get throt
home and wait for a message. o0 There was no el
kind of scary. We went back to the place where we were supposed to go, and we got the message
from the Ambassador fpack and leave immediately. There were four girls from the Embassy,

and | had my own car. The chauffeur gave us a
that [indicating in a zigzag pattern] tofiand th
Krzemieniec on the Romanian frontier.

We sat down and examined this map, and | said
[ in the car] ?06 He said, HANo, |l 6m | eaving righ
everything by ourselves. We dhaidons of gasoline 5-gallon cans of gasoline and one little

suitcase for each one of us. We had to leave everything else in Warsaw, and that was all we

could carry, because it was a station wagactually, it was not my car, it was a station wag

from the Embassywe 6 d t aken out one of the seats, so t
extra tire and these bidons of gasoline, and the Ambassader [gaid of side one of tape one]

We had a conference there, and some of the girlsse@da n 6t bel i eve it, but
there who knew how to drive a car. It was incredible, that in that late stage in life, nobody could

drive, exceptme-t hey sai d, AWhy must we go over here ;
go strailgltbte amud hi théeltt er ~aranB-édi ms@itdhe iWay It hwa &
said to follow this way, and thatodos what weor
It was much | onger [a rout e] , -kionfetercdoveinthee, and
middle of the nighttWwe wer endét all owed to have |l ights on

light on-- quickly, just to see where | was, and we were all over the platithese drunken

soldiers that were retreating would yell and scream. They were upset, of cdarse/e just

never knew. Y-ohadto stick myheadbut af #newindow in order to see where |

was-- and we went like snails, because | was afraid. There were a lot of these holes and tanks,

and soldiers walking around. If youto daredmt®@ of t hem, I dondt know \
happened! [laughs]

Just before we left, this Polisltewish man who was with us in that spa place, came and asked if

he could go with wus in the car. And | said, 0
phace. 0 He said, ADoesndédt matter, 0 and cli mbed

11



man had to be [riding] like this [hunching over]. But it was wonderful to have him, because he
could speak Ger man. Nat ur al | hat-itwoold beduddem 6t wan
death. Aneksztejn [phonetically: ANBk-stine] was his name. [ed note: Aneksztejn was the

assistant to the disbursing officer.]

Then at the first top, we | earned why-ithe Amb
showsanother example of how thoughtful he was, for his sta# prepared it, so that when we

got to this place which was a gasodandsueh st ati o
|l icense plate is coming, and fwventtmszigZagwaypem wi t
one reason why and another reason was to avoid any bombs and anything like that. The main

road would be covered [under fire] by the airplanes.

It was an ahlnight ride, and to keep me awake, they had been pounding me onkrentdac

feeding me pieces of chocolate and things like that [laughs] to keep me awake. Finally, when we

got to Krzemieniee- we were directed to go to this sort of house, on the side of the road. They

[the Biddles] had arrived about two hours ahead ofaigjy s ee, O c au-soarstarthey got
Mrs. Biddle had gone to either the church or the school, or someptache authorities- and

had gotten a lot of towsacks, and had gone to someplace else and had gotten a lot of clean straw,
and had this stva stuffed in the towsacks. That was where we were to sleep! We had just these

towsacks full of straw to sleep on. It was in
not quite so large, and there we were, the five of us, just around like tHaa[suweep of her
hand] on the floor. We didnoét care [l aughs] b

there was a light that came down from the ceitingst a bulb-- and a table and some chairs
around. That was the office. The newspaper mee akaround, and the Ambassador was

giving instructions and dictating and so forth, and the newspaper men were talking and asking
about this [and that]. When we got tired, we simply said that we were going to bed, went off in
one corner and went to sledjobody paid any attention to anybody.

There was really a remarkable esprit de cerpisey were remarkable men, and he [Ambassador
Biddle] was too, and so was his wife. Working like that under those conditions, trying to send
messages to the State Depant-- long messages and cables that were clear, because it would
be silly to try to put it in code. But, of course, nothing ever got through [laughs] because the
telegraph offices were under the control of the Nazis! Mrs. Biddle had a sort of abeomeit

thing, or something like that, for a tea set. She would make Nescafe with hot water at 2 or 3 in
the morning when we were working away.

To go back a little bit in Warsaw, when things were building up, and the Ambassador would go

to the Foreign Offcé or a meeting, he would not get back
would have to go down to his residence and he would dictate what had happened and what was

said. Then we would go back to the Embassy and get the people out of bed. They wautd put i
code, and about 4 o06clock in the morning you
to the telegraph office to be sent back [to Washington]. When he did that, he [Ambassador

Biddle] wanted to be nice to the people who were having to wolkeounder those conditions,

so he sent champagne and sandwiches, and things like that, to keep us awake. Finally, | said,
ADondt sent any morCe | cah admpbaegcnaeu,s es eerhde Q@adhcaamp a g n
[both laugh] He was a very thoughtful persanspite of the work he had to do. And so was she.
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It was a wonderful teamt he t wo of them were wonderful . Thi
take advantage of those privileges against by contrast to the girls [in the clerical staff].

So there & were in Krzemieniec, and right across the strdbere was a big road, and then the
house over here [gesturing to one side] and right across the-rtlaere was a big market.
There were Poles and everybody there, going to the market to seedbthéyet in the way of

a little bit of food. We had been orderedhe women members had been orderexit of
Krzemieniec, to go to Bucharest. We were loading the-ahid you see any pictures of that in
the [book]?

Q: No, they just have the one fuie from Warsaw.

McQUATTERS: | have a lot of picturesbut | di dndot really have tim
guest who was there in my apartment [l ast nig
apartment while she was theref the destructin of Krzemieniec. The Germans came in and

they just simply destroyed it, it was terrible. What they did was they attacked that marketplace.

They killed a lot of people. That was when Mrthat was when we had just left, and we learned

later that-- Mr. Biddle had wanted to protect his wife and daughter. He thought it would be fine

to go there [into the marketplace, during the
him back and she made him go behind the building where we [had been stayinghlhe

saved his |life that way because i f hedd been
the others.

Also to go back a little bit, we were on our way from Warsaw to that first watering place

[Naleczow] that we had got in the convoy, the convoy got split up. We knew where we were
going, so it didnét matter whether we got spl
the car. And t h a-tthéyflewwsb lew you do@d juSteseetihara faces in the

cockpit, it was érrible-- they could come down and strafe the convoys of the cars, especially the

ones with an American flag on it! [laughs] It was terrible, so we took the American flag off. But

many times we had to jump out of the car and get into the ditches ondmaoh the road to try

to avoid the shrapnel and bombs and what they were shooting. It was just like a game with them

-- they were just having a great time, because they had no opposition! When we were originally
going to go i nto Rthesesbecayse dball bf asuddend thedRussians came |
marching into Poland, into this spa place. An
you came to help us. o0 And they [the Russians]
tumedaound and said, AYoudbre crazy, webre not coc
that was really bad. Therefore, we had to leave, and not go into the Soviet Union, but go in to
Bucharest, and eventually into France.

Q: When you originally left Krzemméec, you had been going to go into the Soviet Union?

McQUATTERS: No, no. From the spa place [Naleczow], we were going to go into Russia. Then
when we couldnét go into Russia [following th
down that way to Krzmieniec, which was toward Bucharest, toward Romania. We went, and

then the girls had to go. [ed note: embassy staffers/clerks Miss Saunders, Miss Hillery and Miss
Pinard, as well as Mr. Aneksztejn] | was still driving the car, because still nobody [@lte] c
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drive. We were met on the bridge. We had a Polish man with us, because he had to bring the car
back. The car was not allowed to go acregs go out of the country. Soket hat 6s ri ght ,
drove the car, too, and he was a very bad driver, anc&ehe90 miles an hour, and there were

rocks and things. One of the rocks flew up and hit the gasoline tank in the back, and made a hole
in it, and all the gas | eaked out. So we had
put a piece of plastiover it, or something, so we stuffed rags in that hole to keep it closed

enough for us to get to our destination. There, we were met by the American authorities from
Bucharest, and taken into Bucharest. Eventually, the Ambassador and Mrs. Biddle anhd [thei

family came there also.

From there, several of the girls were sent other places, or they were told to stay where they were.
There was just one other girl and |, who were to follow with the Ambassador. But there was no

way of getting out of Bucharesth& Ambassador finally managed with the Minister of

Transport in Romania to put a car on the end of a trdirey would put an engine of some sort
andacarrand they would get us out. Only this one
went out of Rmania. To avoid Germany, we wentdowntoltalg nd up . But we cou
out [of the train], you see. But we did have with us the French Ambassador to Poland. He was in

our car with us and we brought him back, which was good.

| remember, that Ambasdar and Mrs. Biddle went on [ahead] to get onto the train, and they left

me and this other girl to bring all the luggage. And there were tons of it. | thought we were never
going to make it. If we had missed the train, it would have been just terribl&aiheas

starting off, and we were just throwing the suitcases in the cars as it came along. We, ourselves,
finally jumped on the last car. It took us at least four hours to catch our breath or even to talk.

[l aughs] Since thatattei.mel,f |l 6cma ngboti nsgt atnod Etuor obpee
airport] two hours ahead of ti me. Maybe thato

Q: You learned your lesson there!

McQUATTERS: | certainly did! And then we eventually got to Paris.

WALLACE W. LITT ELL
UNRRA
Warsaw (1946)

Wallace W. Littell was born in Pennsylvania and raised in lowa. His career at
USIA included posts in Moscow, Warsaw, Belgrade and East Berlin. Mr. Littell
was interviewed by Robert Martens on October 1, 1992.

Q: I think the way wenight proceed now is to begin with the places where you served overseas,

other than the Soviet Union, beginning with Poland, and then after that we can make some more
general observations on Eastern Eurofe.starting with Poland and your great insights.
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LITTELL: Well, I don't know about great insights, but | have always had a warm spot in my
heart for Poland and the Poles dating from my time there, January to April, and June and July of
'46 right after the war, when | was there with UNRRA, basicaitl velief supplies, horses,

cattle, livestock and food for our allies who had suffered so much during the war.

My interest in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe dates from thatttiwees my first real

encounter with Soviet troops and with the Sosied East European situatidriearned some

lessons personally, and also from Polish friends | met at the time, which opened my eyes a bit
about our Russian allies, and also gave me an insight into Poland which was valuable during my
service there latet.was Public Affairs Officer at the embassy from '61 to '65, and it was an
interesting experience for mikwas really great to be in Poland after the Soviet Unite.

Soviet Union was so tight and controlled during the time that | was there in thi@sidand

Poland, although a communigdbminated country, was noticeably more opfeontacts with the

Poles were easy to come by, and | had some very good Polish friends, and still have Polish
friends I'm in touch with.

So far as the program there is cameel, we had an active, and fairly typical Public Affairs
program.The negotiations with the communist authorities were sometimes difficult, but we did a
lot. We had one program there which | considered to have been particularly effective; and this
was whawas called the Informational Media Guarantee Prog¥&lmhad a lot of Polish

currency at the time, which was derived from the sale of agricultural products, and for some of
our programs we could draw on thaar the Informational Media Guarantee Prograrhich we
negotiated the first year that | was there it was the other way around in that we supplied dollar
currency-- hard currency- in the amount of a million and a half dollars a year from our budget
for the Poles to use to purchase American inféional media and were reimbursed in PL 480
zlotys. This program ran all the way from films, and books and magazine subscriptions, to
performance rights on theatrical and operatic and musical wowkas particularly effective in
bringing American booksito PolandThe annual Warsaw Book Fair was a big event for us, and
for American book publishers, because they had a guaranteed amount of hard currency which the
Poles could apply to purchase of American botiksas very effective for that reascrhe

American book publishers representatives came in and it was a big annuaO¢lernise the

Polish program was quite a standard exchange program.

Q: Could I intervene here for a moment, based on my own involvement with the exchange
program with Eastern Bope.| recall that a distinction might be made, and you can perhaps
comment on this, that in regard to the Soviet Union we had a formal exchange agreement and we
were very conscious of reciprocity, and trying to make sure that U.S. access to the Sowiet Un
was somewhat at least comparable with Soviet access to the United ISttabl.from being

involved with the student program that we didn't really care about reciprocity at all with Poland.
We were glad to accept large numbers of Polish studentstfie beginning without any thought

of reciprocity.We didn't have any very tight controls over thémias very much like a program

that one might have had with western Europe, or some other part of the world, maybe not totally,
but it was much closer tihat than it was to the Soviet prograAnd, in fact, the only somewhat
reciprocal formal exchange agreement we had, other than the Soviet Union, was with Romania.
So we tended to do the same elsewhere, but it was probably more noticeable in regaaddo Pol
than with other Eastern European countries as well.
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LITTELL: Yes, I think this is very trueDf course, there are so many Polismericans, and the

ties are so great and so many Poles have relatives in the United States, that a lot of young people
were invited over by their relatives to go to school, or their visas were facilitated by relatives.

We did not keep a close count at #e had a sprinkling of American exchange students who

were either PolisiAmericans, or were particularly interested idPal. And some of them have

gone on and been leaders in academia in the United States in American universities in Polish
studies.

One particularly good program across the years too was the tie we had with the lowa Writer's
Program-- Paul Engle's program the University of lowa, which trained a lot of, not only
Polish, but also other East European writers in writing techniques and furthered their Yéeeers.
had a number of distinguished graduates of that program.

Q: What about large performing arts grps?Did we have those going to Poland as well?

LITTELL: We tended to depend on what went to the Soviet Union for the modif pagtoup
went to the Soviet Union, then we would try to get it to stop off in Poland, Romania,
Czechoslovakia, what have yan the way backAnd we were generally successful in thate
had a number of performing arts groups, and we had a number of individual perfékaers.
even had some who were there for some period of time at the Warsaw, or others-operas
younger peoplenostly, who were just getting their training and moving ahead that way.

We had quite active sports exchanges which, of course, we had with the Soviet Union under the
agreement todut in Poland basketball was particularly popufer.old wrestling teamnta,

and colleague of mine who was an outstanding American wrestler and wrestling coach, came
over and stayed with us for some time, sponsored by the Polish Olympic Committee while | was
there.So it was a much more ad hoc, and open, reciprocal type Asrigsaid, | liked the Poles

a lot and worked with them wellhe people in the responsible positions were, of course, subject
to Party control and so on, but there was not the generally negativaréggfing attitude that

you got from Soviet bureaucratsthe '50slf they were permitted to do something, they'd do it

and they'd do it well and enthusiasticalynd, of course, the turnouts were great too for the
programs there.

WALTER K. SCHWINN
Public Affairs Officer, USIS
Warsaw (19461949)

Walter K Schwinn joined USIS after serving as a colonel in an economic
intelligence unit in World War Il. His career included assignments in Poland,
Malaysia and Saudi Arabia. Mr. Schwinn was interviewed by David Cartwright
on June 24, 1987.

Q: Now you mentioned/arsaw.You were assigned to the embassy in Warsaw in 1946, | believe,
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as First Secretary and Public Affairs Officer.
SCHWINN: That's right.
Q: How did that come about?

SCHWINN: Well, I was back in Washington in early '46. And Stone, working withgtosp,
put me on ice, so to speak in a job in the State Department in its Public Affairs section.

And he said, "Look, | don't know quite what you may be asked to do, but if you'll stay on this
little job, we'll see what else comes up.

Around late in '45'46 rather, he came to me and said, "Look, we want to establish an office in
Warsaw, and we'd like to have you head\tll you do it?"

And after thinking it over, at first | thought, "Oh God, | don't want to go to Warsaw getd,
"Okay, sure." So took the oath of office on | think December '46 or early '47, and then went
over to Warsaw.

Q: Now he said "establish an office." Can you get any more specific than that?

SCHWINN: Well, we wanted to have a firsate running United States Informationr8ee in
Warsaw It wasn't there at that tim&here was a beginninghere was a little libraryBut it

wasn't fully staffed, and they wanted somebody to take charge, organize the operation, and hire
the personnel and, you know, take ovard that's whathey asked me to déurthermore, at

this time, USIA was regarded with some suspicion and distrust by the US Foreign Service.
mean, here was a new operation being grafted on to its established functions, and so part of the
unspoken thing was, "Get alomngth the EmbassyEstablish yourself, establish the operation.

Get your Polish staff organized, do something more with the library, and carry out lots of
functions."

So, that's what | was asked to dmd what | did... you asked me a question, I'll ansiivewhat

| did there...The library was going and well ruA.very good Polish woman... | must say we

had a firstrate Polish stafflust topsThey all were drawn to the United States Embassy for
employmentl mean, they wanted to be associated witAmd so we had really the best foreign

staff, | think, in town And Madam Poniatowska ran the library, and she did a superSheb.

knew what her clientele wanted, what books to order, how to arrange this operation, get the most
out of it.

And it had ts problemsl remember so well, one day, toward the end of the day, | was called by
Poniatowska and went down to her office, and she had there this young man, seventeen, eighteen
years oldl'd noticed him beforeGood looking blond, sturdy little Pol&nd he'd been in the

library daily, in the technical sectioAnd he was a student at the university, and he'd found our
technical books, | forget just what category, very interesiihgre he was in tear8/\Vhat's

wrong?" "Well," he said....Now the libraevas situated on a street that ran into main avenues at

both endsAnd he said, "Well, | left the library today, and a policeman at the corner stopped me
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and said if | didn't stop coming to the library, I'd lose my standing at the university." And he said
"How can this beMow did you let this happen?" And | said, "My boy, | can't do anything about
your police system here!"

Q: Now | wanted to ask you a similar question about the &fafi.say you had an excellent staff.
Weren't those staff members subj® the same kinds of pressures?

SCHWINN: Do you want to hear a story about that?
Q: Sure.

SCHWINN: Roza Zelazowska, who died last year, unhappily, was my Polish secrétadyan
English, | mean American gal, working for me, but Roza was my contticthe Polish staff
and the Polish world in a way, | mean, outsi@leurvivor of the Polish uprising, the Warsaw
uprising.She had been a courier and made her way around town through the btareetous
gal. Spoke fluent German, fluent French, veood English, Polish.

| noticed one day that she was not up to her usual standard, and she wasSndadyled her
in after a week or so, and | said, "Roza, something's troubling/¥bat's wrongAnything |
can doShe said, "No, there's nothing yoancdo."

"Well," | said, "I just don't like to see you in this mood, and if | can do anything...if you'd tell me
what it's about...?"

"Well," she said, "I've been called by the UB [that's the secret police], and they've demanded that
| tell them what youe up to."

But | said, "Roza, please, tell them everythialj.you know aboutWhere | go, what | do," and
S0 on.

And she rose herself, and she looked me straight in the eye, "Do you think, Mr. Schwinn, that |
would cooperate in any way with these bedd@" (Laughs)

Well, it was a matter of pride to her that she would not coopétadh, you know, she made her
way out of Poland the hard waylany Poles left, often by paying bribes to get across the borders
and this sort of thingshe got to the ForengOffice and said, "l want a passport to go to Rome to
join my sister.They said, "Impossible.” Finally, they said, "Well, maybe, maybe it'd be possible,
once you're in Rome, if you'd be willing to be helpful to us occasionally, we think we might be
able b get a passport for you." She said, "No, thanks. | don't want a passport in those terms." But
they sort of kept at her, waiting six months or as is after I'd left and finally, one day, they
called her in, and there was the passport in her ngimg,detween an officer and héte

picked it up, flipped through it and showed it to her and said, "Here is your pagdipgotu

have to do is to just agree to be a little cooperafiust be willing to talk to us occasionally.

That's all we ask."

Sheshook her headdnd he picked the passport and flung it in her face and said, "Get out, you
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bitch." I mean, in other words, she would not be moved in any way, she was just likArsteel.
so she went down to Rome and some of us helped her, and shelgat the embassy there,
lived until this last yeaMarvelous womanAnd, | must say, one of the big experiences was to
know the PolesSuperb peopleStubborn, proud and not at all willing to be cowedhean, they
have to be cowed, but they're awfullgrtl to cope withAnd nobody, not even our President,
generally, has been able to make them yield sufficiently to meet their standards.

Q: How about you?Vhile you were serving in Poland between 1946 and 1949, did you feel that
you were followed by the et police or harassed in any way?

SCHWINN: I wasn't harassed, but | was followed steadilyas... it could be very abusiv@ne

of the first Congresses of World Peace was held down in what was called Wrbctwvas the

old Breslau of eastern Germa Wroclaw. This big international conference for peace, | mean
all...delegates from all over the world, including the United States, assembledotio see, the
Germans, | mean the Poles, | mean the Russians, lacking the Bomb at this point, trsedeto co

the effect of our possession of the Bomb by waging this very intensive peace campaign

worldwide to mobilize public opinion in favor of peace to blunt, so to speak, the edge of the

atomic weaponAnd so this was the first big congress, and it was tht Picasso made his

famous dove that was used as the logo all over the world as a sign of the peace movement and on
and on.

Well, | went down to cover it for the Embassy and took a very good young man, American, who
spoke Polish very wekhe later beame Ambassador to Poland, many years later, | musasdy

Ed Symans, who also spoke Polish, I think the three of us went @wiourse, tagging us was

this little car with two Poles, everywhere we wedfierywhereAnd finally, in a bar one night,

there they were sitting over therewent over and | said to them, "Join us." (Laughs)

Q: Did they?

SCHWINN: | said, "We're together so much, don't you think..." (Laughs) Oh, they were alarmed
at this, you know(Laughs) So...

Q: You didn't fraternize witthe enemy?

SCHWINN: No, | couldn't fraternizeSo...yes, | mean | was aware of that all of the time, | mean
this is part of the condition of life.

Q: Let me follow up with two questiorisrst, did things get worse in terms of surveillance and
tension vith the Polish government between 1946 and 1949?

SCHWINN: Oh, yesMy dates aren't firm on this, but when | got to Poland early '47, | used the
date '46 because that's the day | took the oath in Washington.

Q: Right.

SCHWINN: It was not too difficult taneet, and to an extent socialize, with certain Poles, |
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mean, intellectuals, upper middle classphebility.
Q: That would have before the declaration of the Truman Doctrine in the spring of '477?

SCHWINN: That wasn't the crucial thing, although thatheaalong and that...if | may interrupt
my own statement..\When that arrived by wirewe had a wireless new broadcast from
Washington when that arrived, | got that translated into Polish fast, and that began a weekly
Polish news bulletin which went otd a long list of peoplelhey had to discover all kinds of
ways to have them mailed and delivered because we discovered that if we had our own
envelopes the sacks simply stood in the post office and were not distributed.

So one of the Polish guys, Jofribosz, devised the idea of buying all kinds of different
envelopes, having them handwritten addresses on them, and mailing them in different post
boxes.So more and more of this got throuigtiell, that was the beginning of our Polish news
bulletin everyweek.I interrupted myself....

Q: We were talking about the worsening relations, and you said that the trigger was not the
Truman Doctrine speech, it was...?

SCHWINN: No, no.It was when the Commies in power finally effected the merger of the
Communist Rrty with the Socialist Party and thereby eliminated a source of potential opposition
and established orarty rule.That was the sign, and it was after that that many of the persons
who had accepted your invitations, who'd even invited you out, begessoyou on the street,

or to slip a note someheWou will understand.”

Q:Yes.

SCHWINN: Now that's when the Iron Curtain really féllow we were more or less isolated
from, | mean we kept very suspicious of those who still remained in contact bedgus®uld
they do that, you see?

Q: Well now, as someone in the information business, how did you respond to this deepening
chill in relations?What did you try to do about it, anything?

SCHWINN: Well, just tried to keep going, keep the library operatkegp the Polish bulletin

being distributed.. One of the more important duties of the staff was to brief the Voice of

America on a, sometimes on a daily basis as to what would be suitable for broadca¥tog in.

just tried to keep going, that'sAnd | must say that we never lost touch with the library entirely.
That was our best measure, visible measure, was that there were still Poles who, despite the chill,
would be willing to keep coming iBut most of them were older, older persons who had less

and less to lose.

Q: Less to loseThat's very interesting-hat's extremely interesting.

SCHWINN: Yes, | mean....
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Q: Another question | wanted to ask you, you had a alpseok at the Nazi regime, or certain
aspects of it during World War Il, and ysay that you came away from World War 1l somewhat
more liberal in your political outlookThen you had a chance to have a clapdook at a
communist statid you therefore become more conservative in the late 1940s?

SCHWINN: Well, mind you, one couldot be in Poland'46 to '49- without becoming a hard
liner. | mean, the evidence was so clear, so firm, so....

Q: A hardline anticommunist.

SCHWINN: Yes, that's rightl mean, it was simply you could not ignore it, or you couldn't
excuse it.

Q: Right.

SCHWINN: And so...I must say, | mean the wave is over now, but then there was the revisionist
histories of why we were in the Cold Waiou know the students at...guys at Yale and Harvard
and Stanford that could write books saying, "It's our faudt @ot theirs?" (Laughs)

Q: Right.

SCHWINN: You know.

Q: You need to translate that gesturéhink you made a gesture that was something like
"malarky."

SCHWINN: "Baloney." (Laughs)

Q:Yes.

SCHWINN: I mean...you could not experience that thing aithbecoming a harliner and
remaining a hardiner. But furthermore, | went back to Washington in '49 to become Special
Assistant to the Assistant Secretary of State for Public Affairs and found myself in an
administration, with 200 in the administratjorery liberal but also very haithe.

Q: Right.

SCHWINN: So, | was in a harmonious situatighaughs)

Q: Right.So in that regard you were essentially a Truman Democrat?

SCHWINN: Exactly. Acheson Democrat.

Q: Or a John F. Kennedy Democrat, or a &isbn Democrat, or a Scoop Jackson Democrat?

SCHWINN: That's right, yes.
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Q: I mean obviously you were not alofiétnere were many Democrats at this time who became
and continued, during the 1950s, '60s, and into the '70s and | guess up to the presertdime,
continued to be staunchly anticommunist, and yet liberal in terms of their domestic outlooks.

SCHWINN: Well, it's a disturbing thing for a guy like me, it was a very disturbing thing to
witness the McGovern candidadymean, George McGovern is anmaidable person, but his
attitude for foreign affairs was just, to me, lamentahldeparture from all I'd learned, that |
thought, the hard way.mean, not responsive, notShould | go on with this?

Q: With your critique of McGovern?
SCHWINN: No...well, his attitudes.
Q: Sure, please.

SCHWINN: And this attitude could carry us through the Korean VWhat was easy.mean,

there was an aggression, a boundary, and we'd been attacked mercilessly by ChineSefdrces.
mean, again you're on solid grad. So when Vietnam came along, you still felt to be on solid
ground.However, the Vietnam experience was the one that began to make you realize that
anticommunism was not a sufficient guide to foreign policy.

By this time | was out of the governmentfedw in retirement here in Hartfor@ut it took me

guite a while to realize that we'd made a fundamental mistake in Vietnam, that anticommunism
is not a sufficient reason for coping with that situation the way wé/dedhad failed to take

enough accoundf the indigenous reasons for our failure, that we had not learned the lessons the
French had to learwWe'd not learned the lesson that we had to look very closely at the
indigenous circumstances before making too big a commitment.

Q: That we should berdicommunist, but we should avoid being tainted with colonialism.

SCHWINN: PreciselyOr not taking account enough of why a situation exists in another
country.lt's not simply enough to say, "Well, the Commies are going to take advantage of it."
They mayI'm almost to the point now where I'm saying, "Well, let them take advantage and see
how it works." | mean, this is not yet fully thought out, but | wish there were somebody around
town that | could talk to...should | go on in this way?

Q: Sure.Go ahea.

SCHWINN: ...about the problems | see in Nicaraguhink, I'd like to see us [and again, this is
surely not an adequate answer]...but the basis of the Monroe Doctrine is still, in my view, sound.
And | would sort of think, make it known, that anytithe Soviet Union, or anybody else alien

to America, establishes a military base, we will say, "We won't perriitall blow it to hell
tomorrow." But aside from that, say...say the Commies want to take over, let them try, see what
happenslt won't work
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Q: That reminds me of the saying that the Soviet Union is the only country in the world
surrounded by hostile communist states.

SCHWINN: Yes.
Q: That colonialism can backfire for them as well.

SCHWINN: Yes.I'm sure that the problems in Nicaragual wdt be solved by our military
intervention, whether as now being run or even more formaimgan, that those problems are
indigenous to Nicaragu&nd while we can advise, encourage, warn, do all the sort of thing that
the royalty in England is entitieto do to the Prime Minister (laughs), all we can do is that, we
can't do much morélaybe feed a certain amount of economic and militaryAsigr all,

military assistance in the '50s was designed to be a shield to economic develdpoaiyt
managedSo, military assistance is not an outrage, it's okay in certain circumstBatéshink

the limits are very marked, and as | say, I'd be sort of content to say, "Let the Commies try." We
have a good case of that in Cuba, where, | mean, an economgeddownA people are
oppressedt's a miserable state of affaits.it a threat to us?

Q: But isn't the answer to that the story of the woman who had the passport flung in her face,
that we ought not to let people be treated like that if we cantppssioid it?

SCHWINN: I don't think we can avoid it.think there are limits to what we can denean,
there was no way for any of us to help Roza in that situgbloa.had to do it herseNo
intervention on my part or anybody else's would havesgdier that passport.

CHESTER H. OPAL
Information Officer, USIS
Warsaw (19461949)

Chester Opal was born in Chicago, lllinois in 19t attended the University of
Chicago.He began his Foreign Service career in 194& career included
positions inPoland, Italy, Lebanon, Mexico, Austria, Vietnam, and Washington,
DC. In addition, Mr. Opal helped to found the NATO Information Service
(NATIS).He was interviewed by G. Lewis Schmidt in 1989.

OPAL: | went to Poland as an information officer and pretsshé with reserve officer status.
arrived at the time of the phony Yalta elections when most of the opposition candidates were in
prison or sequestered one way or another, so that they couldn't bring any kind of influence to
bear, and this was a parttbe process of Sovietizing the countffis was, of course, during
Stalin's time.

The operation was a rather strange &e.had a library, in fact, all of USIS was in this library,

a Quonset hut, which was set in the middle of what had been a gradeyaglthe uprising of
1944 .Their were ruins all about us, of course. There are many pictures which | sent to
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Washington showing the establishment and showing also the vitrines that we had on the streets
which we plastered with photos that were suppligdPS and ICS, the exhibits people.

Q: This graveyard to which you are referring, was this from the massacre that took place when
the Russians held up their armies outside?

OPAL: Right, a quarter million Poles died in 63 days of fighting in Augiesptenber, 1944,

The Russians had held up on the opposite side of the Vistula, after calling for the Poles to rise.
The purpose that we now assume that the Russians had in doing this was to have the Germans
wipe out the Polish Home Army, which was composedhefunderground fighters and the

people who were on the side of the-prar government in exile in Londoh.was a very

deliberate act.

Until the very last days of the rising, the Americans couldn't even fly any aid in except in the last
days when they &w round trips from Bari in Italy to drop some suppliedact, when | was in
Warsaw, | went to a ceremony in which they transferred the bodies of the slain American airmen
back to Germany and then to the Statémt was when the peasant leader, Milazgk,

disappeared and everybody believed, especially in Warsaw, that we had smuggled him out in a
coffin. Whereas, it was not so, as Stanton Griffis in his Hogkg in Statetells. We got him out

by way of a ship in a northern port.

| got to Warsaw, aksay, in January '47mhe setup was as | describedlihe embassy itself was

in the abandoned pagar Bulgarian embass@ur own prewar embassy was a complete ruin

next door, which was only partly refurbished during the time | was tB&aton Griffis who

came as the ambassador in July of 1947, set up a theater there and USIS used it for screening for
35-millimeter films.

The first film we showed there w&one With The WindMargaret Mitchell's novel had gone
around in cannibalized sections among plopulace, devoured in sympathetic adoration because
the burning of Atlanta and the burning of Warsaw, so vividly present, were identical experiences
in the Polish mindStanton Griffis invited even Communist government to the premiere
showing.As a Hollywood mogul, he could get a print.

When | got there, Arthur Lane was the ambassadieresigned in protest over the phony Yalta
elections and left the post in Februdrythe summer we got Stanton Griffishe interesting

thing about Stanton Griffis wakat he knew before he ever presented his letters of credence in
July of '47 that the Iron Curtain had come dewith a bangWe in Warsaw felt it almost as a
tangible event because the Poles summarily turned down the MarshaN&hatheir excuse

was hat Bevin, who was the foreign secretary in the Attlee government, was dominating all the
Europeans organizing the Marshall Plan, and the eastern Europeans were not going to get any of
the benefit of itOf course, the line came down from MolotGhe Czebs had already said they
were going in, the Hungarians said they were interesiédf them suddenly reversed gear and
they said they wouldn't go into the pldrhis was an indication th&leichschaltungwhich was

the ordering of events and societiesler Stalin, was proceeding apace in eastern Europe.
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In light of that, our own activities were pretty much inhibitéée had the full and fair picture
doctrine at the time in which we had no asdmmunist posture as such in our propaganda but
simply oneof presenting the American portrait, warts and¥alu may remember that this was

what prevailed until the 12th of March of 1947, when President Truman laid down the new order
of our priorities.He would give aid to Greece and Turkey, and take over regplitres in the

Middle East from the waimpoverished British.

As | mentioned, our activities had to do with cultiMalter Schwinn was the public affairs

officer. We had a cultural program, the library, very little in the way of exchange of peYgens.
issued bulletins at first in quite a number of copies, later in only aboutr2fa@t, we wouldn't

even put our return address on them so that people would not be identified and the secret police
would not be on to them.

Q: In the early days, when ydiad a larger distribution, what kind of people, and to whom did
you send them?

OPAL: We sent to the ministries, to the press, periodicals, and individuals who wahgérit.

we were restricted just to the ministries, to the press and taipglat outibrary center.

Everybody who came into our library, where we showed films and distributed books and issued
these bulletins, was watched all of the time.

Q: Did you feel that any of these people were under Polish police surveillance when they came
to you library?

OPAL: Yes, it was well known and they were all brave for doing it and many of them came
back, even sdOf course, among our patrons were also secret police who were spying and
obviously looking around to see who was in the library and makiregteat they had their eyes
on them and they would watch thefine Americans were, of course, under secret police
surveillance tool took a villa out in the country where | was away from the Ameridananted

to be among the Poles, | wanted to learnldnguageThe secret police were not so plentiful
there, except that | know they were watching mesed to show USIS films in my garden and I'd
befuddle the police by playing tlitymn of the Nationsit the end of my program always
because it ends withe Red International with Toscanini conducting it and everybody singing.
They couldn't understand what | was doing promoting Red International, which they knew was a
communist thingThe police must have guessed | was pulling their legs.

Q: I'm surprisedyou didn't get picked up by the McCarthy people back here for doing that!

OPAL: Yes, this is interestind.don't think they knew about Ve lived out in this countryside
and we became so identified with the people that when | took my first vacayear, and a half
after we arrived in Poland, and went to Italy, the peasants for, | think, nine kilometers around
assumed that war was coming and that | would not have left them without tellingSimer.

war was coming they planted their farm implememdearground to wait for the coming of war
and for the destruction of everythinthen they would dig everything upve never understood
whether | was welcomed back or greeted with great sorrow when | returned.
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Every 15th of August, Assumption Day, thessamed that there was going to be a Wwavas

interesting about the Poles, they didn't give a damn whether there was going to be a war because
that would be their only liberatioQf course, they assumed that the United States would win.
Atomic war didrt bother theml don't think they had any conceptions of atomic war but war was
their only hopeThey were marvelous in that sense.

We found, for example, because we were pioneers somewhat in USIS, that my boss, Walter
Schwinn, spent a good bit of his gnust buttering up the old line diplomalBut the younger

ones who came in, like Dick Davies, who was later ambassador in Poland but was also an area
director for eastern Europe in the agency, and Malcolm "Mac" Toon, who was ambassador to the
Soviet Unia, and Dick Tims, who was a political analyst, and had been a former history
professor, and Ralph Jones, who worked with me in USIS, were all friendly toward the program
and friendly toward its objectives.

Griffis was there for about six months, but hé n@ understanding of the program and no real
interest in Poland because he was cut out complételpnce suggested to the Polish Foreign
Minister: "Look, why don't we just exchange our cablsu let me read your secrets and I'll let
you read minel have nothing, I'm not hiding anything from you." Of course, they all laughed at
him but he was an old financier and had very little interest in the progtamater wrote the
book,Lying in State which contains some of my own prose, but tells some iredistihings

about his time in Polandlaldemar Gallman, a career officer, succeeded Henwas great.

These people I've named recognized that the communists had shown as early as the Treaty of
BrestLitovsk, that they believed in the revolution of peopiat people and governments were
inalienably alienated from each other, and the communists did everything to encourage popular
dissent, revolts and uprising&/hereas, the West never adopted the idea of propaganda as a valid
instrument of foreign policyTrotsky, at the treaty negotiation with the Germans, appealed over
the Germans heads to the German people, calling for a revolution, and this was going to solve
everything.Of course, they were wrong, but they have always adopted this pré&¢éce.

developd only after the second world war the uses of things like information and exchange of
persons-public diplomacy.

Before | went to Poland, | was briefed by Czeslaw Milosz, who was working in the Polish
Embassy as assistant cultural offidée later won te Nobel prize for literaturén 1951, after
he broke with the Polish regime, | interceded on his behalf to get him to this cduwiy.
some years before he camddso, | was the first to get him published in English through my
literary agentHe had witten a essay that became a paiTloé Captive Mindstill the best book
on the double think under totalitarianism, next to what George Orwell wra&8ih

Milosz's list to me, given to me in December, 1946, and which | still have, by the way, is of
contacts | should make among editors, writers and cultural leddersest of whom vanished
afterwards, | must sayVhen | would contact these people in Poland, | discovered that their
interest was not in politics, but rather mainly in catching up wighatbstern worldThey felt

that they had been cut out of scientific development)'g&coften joked that they were more
interested in the genitalia of male orthoptera because actually | got a request once for an article
on the genitalia of male orthopte
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They were most interested in the extrasensory perception phenomena (ESP) experiments
conducted at Duke University by Professor Rhirtas has been prevalent throughout the Soviet
Union, too.The reason for this is that with their materialistic biasy believe that if there is
telepathic communication between individuals, it has a materialistic base and therefore it can be
recorded, quantified and studied scientifically.

I'll tell a little bit more about the program as we go on, but the governtaelitoecame

increasing communist.think in the winter of '48, there was a merger of the Socialist and
Workers (Communist) parties and this is when it was definite that it was all communist now and
that the Soviets were never going let it be anythieg,ednd the trade unions were only
government trade uniongntil Solidarity around 1980 we had really no free trade union of any
sort.

People mysteriously disappear€ur translators disappearéaur librarian was put in prison at
one time and anothdfriends | had in the countryside, simply for having been in contact with
me, disappearedlate in my stay, one man that | helped had half his head was blown off by the
secret police, because he stuck his head out of the window, simply because he was known
consort with mel was in a terrible dilemma because | could not bring drugs in for him to help
him in his plight and eventually he diethis would have compromised him and his family all

the morel thought that if he survives, finBut there was nbing | could do.

Q: When these people disappeared, did you have any indication as to whether they were
executed or whether they were just imprisoned or what?

OPAL: Some probably were executed but most, | think, those who worked for us directly in the
emlassy, just were put in prison for many years, some for 10, 12 yéaed our assistant
librarian served over 10 years, at leds$tere was no stinting of the punishment for them.

All our people, we felt, were brought in by the UB, the secret polimkwnaere told to spy on us.

| used to tell my Polish assistants to report anything they wished to the UB and not to feel bound
in any way.Those who said, "l will not do this, this is betrayal of my country and betrayal of
everything | believe in," were tse who eventually wound up in prisarhey just refused to do

it. Others, we assume, were doingrtis had to be all right with us.

| had a safe in my office for secret documeAirsd every month the security officer from the
embassy would come over¢bange the combinatiohsaid, "What are you doing?"

He said, "You remember, the new combination."

I'd say, "Okay."

| never memorized the combinatidmever opened that safe until | was leaving Poland because
| never put anything into the satut | was curious to know what was in the safe because my

predecessor had something ifl italled the security officer and said, "I don't remember the
combination any more and would you open the safe.”
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He did.And we took out, I think there was a million thok in prewar zlotys, which were
absolutely useles3hat was in my saf&Vho put it there, what it was doing there, | have no idea.
But | knew that money just multiplied out of itself, out of boredom.

The business of surveillance was a tricky afbenPoles would come to my office to

communicate with meand this mystified me for a whit¢hey would take the phone off the

hook and put it beside the pedestdlen they would talk freely.thought, "This was strange."” |

asked my security man, "What daas mean?" He said, "Well, the phone did not become a
communicatorThe diaphragm of the taps that the police put in don't work if the phone is off
because it's picking it up but it's not conveying it through the pedestal of the phone and therefore
theycan't pick up on their recorders.”

We were warned about thiswas told once that the Germans had perfected photography so that
they could photograph a piece of paper through a window from 200 feet away and then they
would enlarge itl said, "Well, | hae no worry about this, why are you telling me this?" He said,
"Well, just so you know." | said, "Well, look around, there's nothing but riiimste's no place

for anybody to put a camera around me." Because they were just walls standing, they were no
rooms, nobody could possibly stand up in these things.

Light bulbs also were a source of intelligence for thenVienna later, we had little radios put

in our embassy offices and when | had anybody in for conferences, we would put the radio on so
it would play music.This was after it was discovered in Moscow that Ambassador George
Kennan's office seal had been tapped and our security boys were upon the roof once and they
heard Ambassador Kennan dictating to his secrefégy were able to pick it up theaad that's

how they discovered also the only way to defeat is to put a radio on so that there was other sound
in the room and you would get a mingling of souidss was in the early '50s'52, | guess.

Of the USIS program itself, | have no idea wieeth was effectiveWe felt that our chief

purpose was to establish the fact, one, that we had not forgotten the PolishAvedmeo, that

we had our eye on the regime and we knew what was going on and if the boom ever fell we
would know what the situ@mn was.As part of this awareness program, | started a daily cable
which we sent from Warsaw to Washington, in which | reported on the weather in Warsaw, for
example, or tell of men who were now walking the streets with their little party buttons on thei
lapels so the secret police wouldn't bother them or in anyway frighten ltheas little items

like this that | would report to Washington and they would come back over the Voice of America
as a regular broadcast of news.

This was intended to show tioe Poles that we had eyes everywhere in Poland, we knew very
well what was going on in that country and the regime wasn't going to get away with anything.
In fact, once | turned on my security policeman with a little Rolleiflex canhéi@d nothing in

the camera but | was carrying litsnapped his picture, and | said to him in Polish, "We also have
recordsNow I've got you in my records.” The man was so frightened, he ran Beeguse,

again, if the war ever came we had him in our archives, and hghthfow sure he was going to

the gallowsThis was the only thing you could do to these people.
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The oppression was badle had people who broke down mentalye had a fellow who came
as a cultural officer and we finally had to get him out of the col@cause he would turn on
people behind him in queues and bat his head against tHeisaid, "You're spying on me."
These were just normal Poles, they weren't doing anytBugour man had turned paranoid.

The sense of oppression which we all had ragtser heavy on a lot of ug/hen | left Poland for

an Italian vacation after 18 months in the country, | actually wanted to bat together the heads of
the two agents who were following my wife and meas in front of the Metropol Hotel in

Wroclaw, the fomer Breslau in Lower Silesia. | had stopped at the first of the peace conferences
that the Soviets and fellow travelers were carrying on, the one at which Picasso was(fmesent.
fact, he and his peace dove dominatedhe restaurant one day he waggted to the waist and
somebody asked him what he was doing stripped to the waist and he said, "Well, they came to
see Picasso, let them see Picasso.")

This, as | said, was the first of the-called peace conferencésnade a joke about it, which was
later picked up by the medibsaid, "The Soviets are using peace as a continuation of war by
other means." Because this is what the peace conferenced adeeported on that Wroclaw
conference briefly as my wife and | were on the way out of the gountr

| didn't realize how heavy the weight of oppression in Poland was until | stood on the banks of
the Arno and was looking at a newspaper kiosk and there besi@s¢heatore Romanavhich

was the Vatican paper, wh%Jnita, the communist paper, on okiesk, right beside each other,
and | didn't realize tears were coming down my fates was such an emblem of freedom to

me, and | hadn't realized how deeply | was feelingtiere was nothing of that in Poland in the
previous year and a halfhad wared to bash the heads of my UB followers in Wroclaw.

The Poles could be very funnjhey had many joke¥Vhen they talked about the Soviet trade,
they said, "You know, the Soviet idea of trade: they steal our coal and in exchange they sell us
their caviar”

Their feeling about the Soviets was very intefil$ey had a story that was in some ways
horrible, but they said, "You know, the 2t&intury encyclopedia is going to have the following
entry for Hitler's biography: 'Hitler, Adolf: a petty adventurethe age of Stalin.This is how
they saw StalinHow | kept my sanity jokes.

The terrible thing was the communists, being puritans, until Brezhnev and his cronies recently,
were very strict on honesty and righteousness and ecofidrayroles are natsed to thiswhen

the Germans were there the Poles felt they could bribe anybbey.could find out where

people were imprisoned or they could buy arms from the Germans, for ex&ioypleouldn't

find out a thing from the communists because every cornstnwas afraid of every other
communist around hingo nobody ever told anythinghis was more distressing to the Poles

than anythingThis was counter to the Polish spifgod, you should be able to bribe somebody!

| used to drive one neighbor from mja, which was 18 miles out of the city, to Warsaw and

back and he was great fuie was incarcerated for about six months once forpayment of
taxes.He had no income, he didn't know what the tax was aBomithey sat him in the
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hoosegow anywayn spite of this he would start out a sentence saying, "This is the most
miserable country in the world, you can't make a penny here .." And before he would come to the
end of the sentence, he had convinced himself that he and | are going to go into bugatless

and become millionaires and die in extreme luxury a the beach in the Riivieran, one

sentence would traverse this whole spectrum of feeling and ambition and oppression and
everything elseThis is why | felt the Poles would never really kpnessed and | was not

surprised at all by Solidarity and I still think they are going to beat the game.

| learned something else when | wrote a novel about Poland in8BBRViennaThat is, that it

is presumptuous of the West to feel that it hasde the people of the captive worlthose

people are going to free themselvElse feeling that | very definitely had and it was interesting
because there were the riots in Berlin in, | think, '53 but the Budapest thing started in Poznan, at
an internatioal fair, in 19561 asked Cy Sulzberger dhe New York Time®nce, | said,

"Didn't it seem strange to you that the uprising in Poznan started when the whole free world was
present and watching?" He said, "No." It had never occurred td bard, "Yesthese people

were demonstrating to us that they were going to do it themselves."

I've never worried about the liberation polityemember Jim Hoofnagle of USIA coming to

visit the National War College when | was there in '56 and voicing the fear ¢hButapest

uprising had been encouraged by us, by our intemperate language and by our calling for a rising
in eastern Europé said, "You mean to tell me that Dulles' clamor caused a poor guy who was at
one end of the street in Budapest to march rigbttim¢ mouth of the Russian cannon because he
thought that the United States would liberate him before he ever got to the mouth of the cannon?
This is silly. These people simply had had it up to hé&tgs is the first limited war that has been
fought behinl the Iron CurtainThese people rose themselves, this was a lesson for Moscow
which they learned to their own sorrow, I'm sure, but it's going to have to go on liké&/¢his.

alone are not going to liberate these people and they know it."

This was of inteest to me because in the early '50s, this was not our assumptiorretzai, |

learned this writing this noveBecause | had a situation in which | could not understand why my
goddamn Polish characters were behaving the way they Uetieone of he women, who was

a heroine, wrote a letter to a western diplomat who was a Frenchman in this instance, because |
was writing it as a French diplomat, explained thilss fact was came as a revelation to me in

the very writing of this novel.

And what wast? The Budapest rising was just a rising from the Poznan thing and this was an
expression addressed to the rest of the world that you can help, you can come in, but this is in our
hands And we have to recognize this fabtow this was sad for me to aakmledge to myself,

but it's a factWe don't have the world in our hanichese people have it themselves and we can

help, we can encourage these things and this is really what we were doing in Warsaw, except that
in those days we actually expected to ldterthese peoplénd of course, we can't and we

won't.

Early in '47 when we were still relatively free, and | emphasize relatively free, we were able to

work up a concert in Katowice using the services of the resident orchestra and Wiktoria Calma,
the prma donna of Poland, in presenting American muale.had a Walter Piston symphony
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but Calma sang Negro spiritualis was an innocuous kind of introduction to our culture that
we hoped would pave the way for more of this sort of thing, and it did gie@ entre into the
musical community that we thought would be useful toMsll, all of this was quickly closed
down.The prima donna left Poland early next year and nobody else would dare undertake
anything like this and it became increasingly diffidoljust do anything of that kind.

The one thing | do want to say something about is the importance of the Voice of America in
PolandWe used to broadcast was not jammed at that timand | have mentioned the cable
that | used to send and the otltems that they would pick up from our reports from the post.
One thing that didn't occur to me then but should have been evident, was something that |
brought out in Vienna in '53 at a meeting that was conducted by Chris Ravndal, who was the
Minister to Hungary.At the time we were discussing Voice of America policy and there was an
awful lot of discussion of the reputation of BBC for fairness and how we are thought not to be
fair and unprejudiced.

| listened to this for almost a day as they went arouadahle and | had no real interest in the

Voice because of the post that | was at, which was VidBuia. said, "l served behind the Iron
Curtain and | can tell you there are people who sit in Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary, who
will turn on Radio Anlara and Radio Madrid, every morning of their lives to hear that there is
going to be a revolution in their country and that they are going to be liberated the following day.
Now nothing occurs to this society they inhabit, but the next morning they tiRadio Ankara

and Radio Madrid because they want to hear how they're going to be liberated the next day and
they're going to be free meNothing happens that day and the following day they do the same
thing. Their temperament demands it.

"There are peoplin these countries and in Poland, which | can speak for, who listen to Voice of
America and who listen to BB@BC was the channel by which they received their instructions
from the government in London and by which they sent instructions from oneiséiWarsaw

to London, back to men in another sewer in Warsaw, during the uprising Bfiédn had a
reputation then for being sympathetic with the Poles, they had gone to war because of the
invasion of Poland in '39 and therefore, it was fine.

"Their feeling about Britain, that it was neutral in its broadcasts, is, | think, an index of the
proportion of assumed British involvemeBtitain no longer controlled their destiny and | think

if you will go around the world and find out where the British diteexercising power one way

or another, the people will say that they are not neutral to the degree that they exercise actual or
potential power.

"The Poles believe that we have power in the world, therefore, everything we say has some
meaning in relatin to our powerThe British no longer have any power; therefore, they can be
neutral.And whether they are neutral or not they are going to be thought to be neutral because,
what is the point of their not being neutrdl?ey don't control power, they dohave the

capacity to free these people or to oppress them or anythind leésefore they exist out there

and since they are not as incendiary as Radio Madrid or Radio Ankara, they are obviously
neutral.The America does exercise powiis the dominat power in the world*this was in

1953 remembet"and therefore the assumption is that the Voice of America is implementing this
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power, one way or another, either actually or potentid@lnerefore, it can't be neutralsay |
don't know why we exercisaurselves over this question.”

| carried this idea to Washington later and to Henry Loomis when | wrote a charter for the Voice
of America.This was the thing that | brought out in Beirut, that | remembered yesterday, that
struck Director Leonard Mark8ecause there still is this concern about the British neutrality and
BBC objectivity.l don't care how much we try to present it but | think we should be true to
ourselves, be true to our own ideas of truth and honlestink we should do this and we shd

hold to this.But we shouldn't worry about imitating the British and their kind of "objectivity"
because we will never pull it offintil we arrive at the British world position which is nothing

now. This was the point that | made.

Apparently the poihhad some effectiveness because the meeting in Vienna in 1953 immediately
disbanded and we had no further discusdioemember someone said, "l don't know how he got
into this meeting but he sure messed it up." At any rate, | still believé babeve that as long

as we're thought to have some influence and power, our "voice" and everything we do will be
thought to be prejudiced in favor of our power and it's natural for people to make this
assumptionl don't think we should worry about th&¥e shauld, as | said, be as true to

ourselves as we can, which is what | said in my culture papeB¢omue to ourselves and not

worry about the impression we make because we cannot think for others and then try to outthink
them because you wind up at the sgstace anyway, which is with yourself and that's what you
have to live with.

In the early winter of 1949 | worked out of our consulate in PoAvanalso distributed some of
our materials and | had a lot of contact with the theater groups which wetiNexgles to meet
with because they were sort of flaky anyhdle government didn't worry about them and they
had the Marxist from prevar times, named Iwaskiewicz, who was the leading playwright of
Poland.So the regime felt the theater was quite sBfg.my work remained in Warsaw.

The development in Warsaw was, of course, increasingly restri€tieeembassy was restricted.
My family was forced to move in out of the country, into an apartment building, which also
housed the military and naval attaciiée embassy, in its infinite wisdom, chose this apartment
house, which was across from the secret police headquarters so everybody who came into my
house and left it was seen by the WBust say this did not bar people from comifigey were
brave allthe time.Perhaps they were smarter than our housing officer.

Humor was my chief devise to keep myself from going baypical of my silliness were these
incidents Harold Stassen, the boy governor of Minnesota and perennial presidential candidate,
visited Warsaw and wanted to meet the pressmnaged a press conference for Nile sat on

one side of the table and | proceeded to point across the table at the various correspondents on
hand."There, | said, is Agence France, and there is Associated Bnelsthere, right across from

you is the Russian from TASS, and right next to him is the mandemitassePAP, Polska

Agencja Prasowe, and thetel never finished because | had been overheard describing the PAP
man, who never lived down the sobriqueterybody, even the TASS man, was laugh#ud

then there was the time | was utterly disgusted with the campaign in the local press that said
Americans, those capitalist decadents, smoked opatoratedopiumowane-cigarettesAt a
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cocktail party | ofered a Polish journalist one of my American cigarettes while | went on
smoking my most conspicuous van#y pipe.He inhaled deeply, gratifiedl want you to

know," | said, "that in America opium is the religion of the people." Being a good Pole, he took
another drag and laughe®lo much fogleichschaltunb

| was put in charge of the program early in #Be day that | was declar@grsona non grata

was the day that the Yugoslav information center was closed down in Warsaw as aifpthow
the break wh the Cominform that had occurred the year before when Marshal Tito broke with
Stalin.

| had been warned for some time by Anna Christina, an aide to General Grosz, the government
spokesman, that some way would be found to get me out because the (hengrsll got

around too much, and since I'd learned Polish by this time, | was dangerous to be loose in the
countrysidel didn't pay any attention to this warning until my wife told me our Polish friends
were saying that the forturtellers and gypsiesnathe Warsaw streets were predicting that |

would leave Poland suddenly and that we would go to a warm ciitiégefor two whole

months before | was actually kicked out.

| had had some interesting debates with General Grosz, a prewar Communist winsmade
living in the underground by translating the books of Jack London and James Oliver Curwood,
among othergOnce we discussed the idea of alienation as presented in some early economic
writings of Karl Marx.The idea was that man created out of him$efrhaterials that became

the instruments of his alienation from himsélhe General got incensed because | told him |
found the whole idea scatological. He never caughfaother time, he asserted that Jack
London was killed by the capitalist syste@n this | finally compromised, but not to his liking, |
fear.l said, "Okay, I'll give you Jack London if in exchange you give me Mayakovsky!"

Anyway, on the 19th of March, 1949, after a Wireless File story (gotten from UPI by our IPS
people) appeared in wth reference was made to a vote in the United Nations at which all but
Poland had approved, and the second sentence began, "The Soviet satellite...," referring to
Poland, my goose was cookddhey chose this item, which was issued in Polish by our embassy
as the grounds for expelling me from the country.

Q: They fabricated the fact they you were responsible for that statement?

OPAL: Yes, | had distributed it, the embassy had distributed it therdfavas interesting
because there was a press confegdsefore | left the countrithe French journalist said, "Mr.
Minister, you mean Poland imota Soviet satellite?" There was absolute silence.

The Poles were very generous in a way when | did |&ldve Czechs were more strdated and

they gave me 2Hours to get through their countur embassy in Prague had to put men with
diplomatic passports all down the line of march through Czechoslovakia, because if we strayed
from the road | would wind up in prison or disappear or sometNifihgen we came thrgh a

Czech custom guard looked at my passport, looked at the large portrait of his President
Gottwald, turned his back on it, spat elaborately, and gave me back my passport with a smile.
We got through all right.
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The fact of being PNG was much playedhe Voice and in all the papers and my name, which
is, of course, @-A-L, was assumed to be®E-L, and for years afterwards | would receive on
the anniversary of my expulsion, letters from people who claimed to be related and some who
thought that thewere probably my heirs because they though | was an heir to the Opel Motor
Company fortuneSo much for fame.

| was the first western diplomat formally expelled from behind the Iron Cuftaised to be a
statistic in the U.N. journallhe fact, of cowse, was that they had other ways of getting people
out: they wouldn't renew their visas and so®n.you couldn't come back after your two years
were up.That's how Joe Kolarek, a year or so later, | think, was gotten out of PTpyedidn't
declare aything; they just didn't give him a visa because while he was out of he country they
linked him into the ring at one of their phony spy tridlwas never linked with anything like

that although they were free to do it and | guess, they just assumadtbdly would believe it,

in Poland, at any rat&here were stories in my case about reprisal for the Gubichev case in the
States, involving the Treasury girl, Judy Coplin, I think, but | don't know how much credence to
give to that.

RICHARD T. DAVIES
Vice Consul
Warsaw (19471949)

After graduating from Columbia college in 1942, Ambassador Richard T. Davies
served in the U.S. Army in World War Il. Since joining the Foreign Service in
1947, Ambassador Davies has held positions in Moscow, Paris, Kabaltaa

and Warsaw. He was interviewed by Peter Jessup on NoverhB&p9

Q: Do you think that your small Ukrainian Displaced Persons' group was much luckier than
others in filtering into the countryside, and that others in other areas were out of Itk in
respect?

DAVIES: | suppose so, because | think... We were on the Dutch border, and | feel pretty sure
that there were discussions among us, the Americans that were in charge and the Ukrainians,
about Holland and BelgiunThey knew where they werené | think most of them rapidly went
West, because so long as they remained in Germany they knew that they were likely to be the
object of attention by the Soviet repatriation missions, or they would have known it after this
episode at any rate.

So | dort know, | have no idea what happened to them after\tateft not too long after that
episode for the SouthVe went down to a place near Kassel, and | stayed there until the end of
1945, when | came back to the United States.

| went back to Columbigen, and took some graduate courses with Franz Neumann, a professor
of German history well, government actuallyat Columbia, and Herbert Marcuse, who was
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teaching there therctually he was kind of helping Franz Neumann, and later when Franz
Neumann was killed in Switzerland in an automobile accident his widow married Herbert
MarcuseThey were very close friends.

Q: I didn't know that.

DAVIES: Yes.Then | took the Foreign Service exams in the fall of 1946, and was appointed in
1947, and came down Washington in May, and took the oath on my 27th birthday, so that's
how | remember itAnd | was sent to the Foreign Service Institute for the basic officer course,
which lasted it seems to me six weeks or two months in those days, at the end of vadsch | w
assigned to Warsawe had a kind of pogireference form that we filled out early in the course,
and | had put down, as | remember, Buenos Aitdgew a little Spanish then, I've forgotten
most of it since Hamburg, and...l can't remember now,ihkit was Madrid But since | had

put those three posts down | was sent to Warbkaturally since | knew no Polish, but knowing
German they said, well, in Central Europe if you know German, you go to Warsaw.

So | spent a little while on the degkurkeElbrick was the desk officer therand reading the

files, and then went to Warsaw in Septembgnt to Warsaw in Septembénvent over on the
Polish linerBatory, which was a very nice introduction, if a somewhat bibulous introduction to
Poland We floated over on a sea of vodka as it were, with Captain Jan Cwiklinski, who later
defected after the Gerhard Eisler case...

Q: Who went on thBatory, too.

DAVIES: Who went on th&atorywithout the Captain's having been informAdtually he

didn't leave he ship immediately after that, but some time after that he left the ship, and he
defected in England, he and his chief engineer Jan Hermann, both of whom we got to know on
that trip over.

Then Captain Cwiklinski came to this countrydon't really knowwhat happened to Jan

Hermann- and eventually ended up owning an ice cream parlor in Newark, and died some years
ago in NewarkHe was a very fine man; he had the reputation of having a wife in every port, and
| can well believe it he was a man of greaelharm and infinite capacity for work.

Q: Like in that Alec Guinness...(movighe Captain's Paradige

DAVIES: Yes, kind of.(He had) an infinite capacity for every variety of strong spirit, including
and particularly vodka.

So it was a good introduotn.

On the ship too were Casey (Casimir) Zawadzki, who was our Consul in Krakow in Southern
Poland, or had been before he went on home lét&as on his way back to Poland after
home leave he was a Polishmerican, and he is now deadnd Al Kowalsk, another Polish
American who was going over as security officer in the Emb#@dsy.also deadHe and | had a
cabin together and we were very close friends.

35



Q: You didn't take dependents?

DAVIES: Well, | was unmarried, | was a bachelor, and Al's \aifid children were coming later.
Casey Zawadzki was divorcedhis wife Eugenia was as wédhown a fixture in the Foreign
Service as he himselBhe was for many years the publicatignecurement officer in BerlirHe
had served in Germany before the waard was what we call a n@areer Vice Consul, and
Eugenia his divorced wife for many years after the war was very active in Berlin, buying
books and maps and things, particularly from the Eastern bloc: she knew most of those
languages.

Q: Would itbe inappropriate for me to ask at this time your opinion of assigning Polish
Americans to Polandf® that an advantage or a disadvantage?

DAVIES: | think there are things to be said on either didis.an advantage with the languages,
provided the indiidual does know Polish welMany PolishkAmericans don't; they don't have a
literary knowledge of the languagéasey Zawadzki did, and he was an excellent choice for this
post.

Other PoliskAmericans who served in the Embassy in Warsaw in those yedrsoare who

have served there since, were excellent choices, because they know the language very well, and
do not give people in Poland the impression that they are illiterate in Rtdisto good sending
somebody there who is illiterate in Polish or wld?olish is heavily dialectal or broken.

On the other hand, there is an attituaéhich | think is not confined to Pole®f, well, yes, it's

very fine to send somebody who speaks our language, but we think the United States ought to be
represented by "real American.’And it's hard to argue with people who represent that point of
view that a PolisktAmerican is just as real an American as anybody else, as everybody in this
country, with the exception of the American Indian, is some sort of hyphenatedcan,

however far back the hyphenation began, and Rélimbricans can be just as good as anybody
else.

John Gronouski...

Q: A former Postmaster General?

DAVIES: A former Postmaster General, was appointed Ambassador to Poland by President
Johnson.

Q: I thought it was Kennedy who did.
DAVIES: No, it was JohnsorKennedy may have appointed him Postmaster General.
Q: I see.

DAVIES: | think that was the case, but then after Lyndon Johnson had been elected in his own
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right he wanted to give a job to drg O'Brien- Lawrence O'Brien who had managed his
campaign, and the job that seemed sort of the traditional one was Postmaster General, and he
wanted to appoint Larry O'Brien Postmaster Genéadin Gronouski was occupying the

position.

Q: I see.

DAVIES: A great deal had been made of the fact that John Gronouski was the highest ranking
PolishAmerican in the Government, and that this was the highest position to which a Polish
American had ever been appointed, which was acci@atesequently there waspolitical

problem: what do you dd?Pyou want to appoint Larry O'Brien Postmaster General, what do you
do with John Gronouski?

John Gronouski was a protégé of Hubert Humphrey, and | think he was a strong Kennedy
supporter toe he came from Minnesotaand consequently Lyndon Johnson hit upon the idea of
sending him to Warsaw as Ambassadohn Gronouski had never had any ambition to become

an AmbassadoHe found himself somewhat in the same position as the famous James J. Curley,
the Mayor of Bostomvhom Franklin Roosevelt wanted to get out of the country because of an air
of scandal that surrounded Mayor Curley, and consequently he offered him the Embassy in
Warsaw, and the people up in Boston said, well, that would be great because Mayor Curley of
course had been accused of being involved in construction scandals and road scandals, and they
said it would be great to have Jim Curley there because he can pave the Polish corridor.

Well, Franklin Roosevelt called him down to Washington and said, tdimis a great job,

you'll love it, it's terrific, nice house, people are great, and this and that," and he went on at great
length, and finally Mayor Curley said, "Frank, if the job is so great why the hell don't you resign
and take it yourself?0

Well, he was never confirmed by the Senate (because of) the scandals.

Of course there is no parallel, but I think John Gronouski when Lyndon Johnson put his arm
around his shoulder and told him how he was going to love being Ambassador to Poland may
have felt dittle bit the way Mayor Curley felt on that earlier occaside.really hadn't asked for
the job.

In any case he bowed to the situation and wéatwas given a great sendf. President Johnson
swore him in in the Rose Gardeaor attended the swearinig that was held in the Rose Garden
and the leaders of the Poligtmerican community were invited to witness this, and President
Johnson said, "Now look, | am not just sending John Gronouski over there as Ambassador to
Poland.lt's not just thatHe isgoing to be my Ambassador to Eastern Europe as a whole," which
caused a good deal of consternation among the American Ambassadors in Prague, Budapest,
Belgrade and...

However...l have gotten way ahead of my sta¥ghn Gronouski, whom | knew quite wed a

result of the fact that | knew his assistant, Walter Zachariasiwicz, which | won't even bother to
spell, a very fine Polisthmerican. John Gronouski didn't speak any Polihncame from a
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family from Western Poland, and like so many families in Waddaland they were sort of half
German and halPolish, and he said the only foreign language spoken in his house when he was
growing up was by his grandmother, and she spoke German, and he never really heard Polish
spoken and had never had an opportuitiearn it.So | think there was some disappointment
among people in Warsake went there at a very difficult timBRelations were not good in the
declining years of Mr. Gomulka's tenure as Secretary General of the/ARaithie didn't speak

Polish, so k didn't have that, if you like, advantagend | think it would have been an

advantage and people there were a bit...they really didn't know what to make ofithisas an
American politician, a very shrewd and intelligent man in my opinion, butwaitbackground at

all, and a bit, | would say, at sea, as a result of that.

Well, so I think it depend®s is the case with a good many questions, is it a good idea to send
PolishAmericans, it depends on which Poli8merican you have in mindf. the indvidual

knows Poland, if heor she- has maintained those ties and knows what the political situation is
and what the recent history is, by all medhsould be very goodut there are some doubts on
the Polish side, and | don't mean on the part esh@anist officialsBut on the part of those

whom | would call our friendsthat is norRCommunist Poles in Polardvho expect people in

the Embassy to know the country and to be sympathetic on the basis of a knowledge of the
country, not just sort of synaghetic in general, but aware of what the problems and the issues
are.

So when | got to Warsaw in 1947 the Ambassador Arthur Bliss Lane had left in March, earlier in
the yearl got there in Septembéstanton Griffis, the author of that great memait least the
title is great Lying in State was Ambassador.

Q: He was that motioipicture producer.

DAVIES: That's rightWell, he was a big stockholder in | think Paramottd.owned
Brentano's bookstores, and was a very wealthy man whose qualifidatiding job were,
minimal, and who I think felt very frustratee did not stay very long, he felt that there was
nothing for him to do, and he was just about right, in that situation that existed there.

Q: He had other ambassadorial posts, too.

DAVIES: Yes, he went from there to Cairo, as | remember it now, from Cairo to Maldiichk

- and then | think his last ambassadorial post was in Buenos Aires, so he hettefbad four
Embassiesdde was a man of parts, there is no doubt about it, a ratplarknan in many ways,

but he found very frustrating the situation in Warsaw, where after the election of January 1947
relations had gotten very bad, and then of course there was the plan to...the invitation to the
Polish and other Eastern European govemis) including the Soviet Government, to attend the
Marshall Plan Conference in Paris, and on the very day that he presented his credentials as
Ambassador, the Polish Foreign Minister informed him that contrary to what the Polish Foreign
Ministry had beersaying up to that point they were not after all going to be able to come to the
conference in Pari©bviously they had gotten the word from Mosc@&a. Stanton Griffis in his
book wrote, as | remember, that he and the Iron Curtain had descended simsljaoeo

Poland, and that was about right: there was nothing for him to do, he felt terribly frusteated.
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was a man of considerable energy, and he consequently devoted himself to trying to get
constructed facilities to take care of the personnel, btieagdame time | feel suren fact | think
he writes this in his bookthat he began to ask people in Washington if there weren't a more
active post for him, and eventually they transferred him to Cairo.

Well, | spent two and a quarter years in Wardsy.wife - my present wife, my only wife

(laughs) was working there as a secretary in the United States Information Service office, and we
were married in December of 1949, just before we left, and then came back to Washimaton.
applied for Russian lamggeandarea training, and | went back up to Columbia for an academic
year at the Russian Institute and studied Russian.

CECIL B. LYON
Consular Officer
Warsaw (19481950)

Cecil B. Lyon was born in New York in 196& graduated from Harvard
Universityin 1927.Mr. Lyon joined the Foreign Service in 1930s posts
included Cuba, Hong Kong, Japan, China, Chile, Egypt, Poland, Germany,
France, and CeylorHe was interviewed in 1988 by John Bovey.

LYON: When the time came for Norman Armour to leave tepd@tment- he said he was only
going to stay a year | felt that any Foreign Service Officer who was worth his salt ought to take
a turn behind the Iron Curtai8o | went to Chris Ravndal, who was then Chief of Personnel, and
| said | hoped they'd gezme an appointment behind the Iron Curtki@.looked at me as if I'd

gone crazyNobody else apparently was seeking such jBhsthey sent me to Warsaw in '48.

Q: Then you were there for two years.

LYON: For two years, yest was pretty grim but I'nawfully glad we did itAs usual the
Department was out of funds, but they had money to send some people to the NATO Conference
in Paris and | was sent along to that.

Q: At the Palais de Chaillot.

LYON: The Palais de Chaillot, you're quite righnd, & | recall, Marshall was the head of that
delegation too. John Foster Dulles was theewasn't in the Department, but everyone knew he
was going to be Dewey's Secretary of State if Dewey were elected, as everybody thought he
would be.There was one drdful man there called Kat3uchy of Polandde did nothing but

attack poor Mr. Dulles all the tim&nd when Dewey was defeated, | can hear him now: he was
saying, "Go back to Wall Streetou're no good as a diplom&t/hy are you trying to do this?

Go ba& to Wall Street, Mr. Dulles.” And | thought, "What a stinker!" And Dulles just sat
doodling.And then at one reception he came up to me and said, "Why have | been wasting my
time trying to flatter Dulles," which was just the opposite of what he was dbie¢s no good.

He's not going to be anything now." Keé8zchy was violently arl.S. publicly.But | felt he
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was covering up, and | was right; he later defedtddn't think to this country but in Europe.
Q: Let's go to the Berlin airlift and what y@aw there.

LYON: Well, as I told you, there were no funds in the Department to get me to Warsaw, and
there were none to get me from Paris to Warsawhose days we had a military attaché's plane,
not in Warsaw, but in Frankfurt, that used to come Wtrsaw bringing in the pouchéBhat

was later stopped by the Pol8sit the plane was sent to Paris to take Elsie and me and our little
daughter, Lilla, to WarsawVe stopped in Berlin, which was in the midst of the aitlifvas the
most impressive thg that you could imagin&very three minutes a plane would swoop down,
unload, take off and another one would swoop down, unload, take off.

All the American diplomats, the people in the office of the High Commissioner in Berlin, had
suitcases packed,ady to get out at a moment's noticeeally had very little sympathy for them
because we were going on about 200 miles farther behind the Iron Curtain.

| remember going in to Tommy Thompson's office, who was an Assistant Secretary for Western
Europe, jst before | went to Warsaw.was dusk and he was sitting in his chair with his feet up

on his desk looking out on Washington, and | said, "Why so pensive?" He said, "I'm just trying

to think whether we should evacuate all our diplomats from Eastern&Utgaid, "Well, make

up your mind because I'm on my way to Warsaw." But they didn't evacuate and | must say it was
a bit scary going into Warsaut it was one of the most fascinating assignments I've ever had.

En route we were fogged in and we couidet there from Berlin. We came down in Hamburg
for some reason | can't remember why where we had to wait a day or so until the weather
cleared.

Q: I'll bet that place was in great shape, wasn'tHt@mburg must have been a mess.

LYON: Awful. But anyway we stayed in some Army rest house or something and we had with
us-- | shall never forget i- a little cocker spaniel called Sharkye wasn't allowed in this

Army barracks so | took Elsie's fur coat and put it over my arm, put the dog in betmgen

folded it over Each time | went in and out | felt like a crodut anyway he didn't bark and he
behaved very wellThen the next morning when we were about to leave we put him in a little
suitcase- rather like this one of yours and the man watsiking out the luggag&uddenly his

eyes began to pop because the suitcase was rolling, the dog inside was moving and he saw the
suitcase rolling down the hall corridor.

But we got to Warsaw and oh, my God, how depressing ithvass almost totally eeled after

Hitler's order to "wipe it out.They estimated that 23% of the city was still th&vell that 23%

was cellars, the foundations of houses, and a quarter of a house here, and a third of a house there.
All the rest was rubble, and oh God, it velepressingAmbassador Gallman was a delightfully

nice man and a wonderful chief but he was rather a sollirand his wife didn't like people

around, so Elsie and | had rather a lonely Christmas in these dreary surrounding.

In those days you still cd see a few Poles, so we'd ask them to dirnge had a tiny little
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apartment, it was very nice but tinjhe Chancery was in an old house and this was a little gate
house or lodge to what had been a large house which was the Cha¥edriiave theskoles to

dinner, and then they started arresting people right and left and | thought it was crazy to ask them
any morel'd meet them on the street and they'd say, "Why don't you invite us to dinner
anymore?" | said, "Now look, be sensible, you know if gome to dinner with us you'll go to

prison."” Being typically Polish, they'd say, "Well, its worthYitu give us good wine; you give

us good food; Elsie plays the piano; you give us cigars; we have a wonderful time and its worth
it." They are so foolhasd you know.

There was one man in the Foreign Office who was comparatively friantign Elsie was ill

and had to leave, he said, "Oh, I'm so sorry to hear your wife is ill." Those are the only kind
words that any official Pole said to me in two ye#lVe got one message while we were there
which was rather disconcerting, from Elsie's fathtesaid, "The man whose wife is an artist has
asked me to be head of Radio Free Europe." The man was Dean AehdsanAcheson is an
artist, as you knowAnd thePoles eventually found out about this and they said, "Oh, your
fatherin-law is trying to help form a government to take our place, isn't he?" It didn't make us
feel too comfortable.

I'll tell you one odd thing: there were some Poles, aristocrats, wreneetoo upset with what
was happeningMary Radziwill, Princess Radziwill, had been very well éfér husband had
been killed by the Nazi§he was working as a secretary in the Emb&isg.was living in one
room, with three sons and we got to know vy well. | thought she was a bit foolish because
she used to go out on picnics with us and whatBwdtshe said, "They know I'm here working
at the Embassy, and I'm supposed to report on everything y&odbey'll think I'm reporting.”

In fact, sirce things have changed, she has come out to visit us hereBwianyway, in those
days she said, "You know, | must admit, | think the people are better off now than they were
under us." She was marvelous, she was really a saint.

Q: Their whole recoverwas overtaken by world economic problems, | gatheli.me...
LYON: Let me tell you about Herman Field.

Q: I was just going to ask you: can you recount the history of the disappearance of the Field
family?

LYON: | was the one charged with trying tiad Herman Field.
Q: It started with Noel, didn't itHerman came, and then he disappeared.

LYON: Herman was the one that was supposed to have disappeared in Vikwsbmay have
disappeared somewhere elBat Herman came to Warsaw and allegedly topkaae from

Warsaw to Prague and that's all | could find out in the beginfitmgn we checked with Prague,

and there was no record of his having got off the plane there. They just couldn't find any record.
And at one point the nice fellow in the Foreigffi€® whose name escapes m&Vyansky, or
something like that- said, "I think tomorrow I'm going to be able to give you the details of all

this Field business." And | said, "Oh, wonderful." | went back the next day, and he wouldn't tell
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me a thingTheygot just to the point of telling us something, and then they decided Mitto.

never could find out what on earth happened to Bn.it's very easy to see how he could have
disappeared because when you got into Warsanemember the first time you were taken

from the plane into a room and the door was locked, and all the windows were covered with
heavy curtains. When nobody was looking, | went up and peeked behind the curtains and there
was a shade pulled dowimpeeked behind the shade and theas another curtairt was a very
eeriefeeling.

We used to try to get out of Warsaw about every three months or we'd have gon®grazy.
children were at school in Switzerland so we had excuses Tthggoparticular time, I'd been
there much more thahree months and my nerves were very tense. We were going out, to pick
up the kids and spend Christmas in Switzerkaridey were at school in Lausanne, and we were
going to Gstadd. was sending Elsie out with all the skis and luggage, on our couaiee fhen |
was going to follow on a commercial plane a few days l&¥erhad to tell the Foreign Office
who was going and coming on this courier plane, and | informed them that Elsie would be on
board.l took her out to the airport.hey used to take yolwggage and stand it on a low rack,
and then they'd put you in this room and lock you said, "Goodbye darling.” The luggage was
piled on the rack and she was put in the rodust then a man came up and said, "We have no
record of your wife going ouwn this plane.” | said, "Well I've made arrangements with the
Foreign Office." He said, "Well, they haven't told us." So | said, "Can | telephone?" "Yes, the
telephone is over there, about 100 yards across in another building." And | walked there and
telephoned| got the lad in the Foreign Office, and he said, "Yes, its perfectly all right, I'll tell
them." And as | left that building | saw a black Maria drive Afid they'd been arresting French
officials, attachés, lower ranking people in various Emiggsand putting them in jal.ou never
knew when your turn was coming and | thought, "My God, they've got Elsie.” And | got to the
rack and the luggage had gohknocked on the docr I'd lost my head and | shouldn't have
done that- and | banged othe doorNothing happened, and | pushed the door open with my
shoulder'Elsie?" "Yes, darling." She was theiut it just shows the nervous state you get into.
You used to be able to watch through a crack in the fence the people walk out from the locked
room to the planeBut after Field disappeared they blocked that up so you couldn't watch.

Q: Didn't the Fields all reappear?

LYON: Yes, and they were all paid indemnities, | think, something like $100,000 each by the
Soviet government, for having helilem up for so long.

Q: There were three or four of them as | remember.

LYON: There was Herman, Noel and | think there was a wife.

Q: But why did they disappealt®s one of those Iron Curtain mysteries?

LYON: I don't know, but they both were in the [@z@tment, you know, they served in the

Western European Divisioklerman Field disappeared in Warsaw, Noel in Prague, if | recall
correctly.
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Q: Yes, | knowWas there anijoucheconnection of any kind?

LYON: | would have thought there was, and | thinkytlwere accused of being CIA, but | don't
think it ever came out that they wetepent a lot of time trying to find out what happened to
Herman.He was taken to the airport by a friend to take a plane to Prathen the plane got to
Prague he was not d@in nor on the manifesAt one point the Polish officials told me that in a

few days they'd give me some very interesting information about Herman, but they clammed up.

Oh, I'll tell you one thing that happened when we were in War@awfamily had takn some
leave in Switzerland.went back to Warsaw, leaving Elsie and the kids in Zuritien Gallman
went off on leave to the States, and just then the Korean War brokesaiie only time | saw
Polish people smiling and cheering in Warsaey thaight the fire would spread around the
world and they'd be freetiwas rather terrified. quickly telephoned Elsie and told her not to
come back and to wait it out, because | didn't want her there if we were dandhthought,
"Oh, my Lord, we'll albe interned and I'll be the leader, and I'm going to have to look brave.

Q: Wasn't there any realization on the part of the Poles that the whole balloon might go up at
this point?

LYON: That's what they hoped.
Q: Even after their previous experience?

LYON: Oh yes, anything to be free agaiar example, | attended the installation of Cardinal
Vishinsky. It was held in the church of the Visatec, a tiny church but the only ondllate

others were destroyell.was when he was installed as Primat®ofand, and the Polish
government did everything they could to prevent people from gdimey gave them free tickets
to theaters, to concerts and everything, to try and draw the peopleBawayot to the square
where it was, and it was absolutely jaed with peoplel got to my seat in the church, which
was way up front, and that whole crowd of people cameati 100,000 or whatever to try to

get into the church which was about twice as wide as this room and twice as long, all singing
"Poland wil be free again." The rafters shook, the walls bulged and | thought the whole damn
church was going to come dowrthought if it does, I'll get to heaven on the coattails of the
cardinal.And then he held up his hardwell, there were just too manyand they turned and
slowly withdrew.It was really most impressive.

Q: What was the relation of the church and the government @énibusly they're much better
now than they were then.

LYON: Yes, but the government didn't dare movd'we never seeanything like it.
Q: So the church was able to put pressure on the government?
LYON: Yes, it was strond.think the government felt, if it comes to a question of people

choosing between the church and the state, they'll choose the dhugeti.to go dwn to
Krakow to see Cardinal Sapieltdée was the logical one to become the primate because
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Vishinsky was youngelishinsky had been his protédaised to go down to Krakow®h God,

we'd be followed everywhere we went; we had a little motorcar followsngith the equivalent

of the KGB in it.When | got there, I'd stay in the local hotel and a man would be sleeping
outside my door watching for what | was going to lidbhave an awful time trying to evade him
when | went to see the Cardinal, becauseClinal used to give me a lot of good political
advice.And one day | said to him, "You know, | hope | don't cause you any harm.” He said, "No,
not at all.I've told them that | won't ever talk politics with foreigners, and they know | don't."

But he didfor the whole hour | was therlle was a most valiant mauring the occupation of

the Germans in Krakow he went to say mass in the cathedral once, and the Nazi troops wouldn't
let him in.So the crowd picked up his motorcar with him in it and carriedrtbi@rcar into the
cathedral and he said mass.

Q: They really are terrific people, the Poles.
LYON: Oh, they're fantasti©f course, they're really crazy in a way, but they're marvelous.

Q: Yes, | would say they're the most troublesome of any of tipéega that part of the Soviet
empire.

LYON: They don't give a damn, they're foolharBwt you can't help but like them.

Q: Were the Poles aware of Soviet atrocities...about Stalin's crimes, and the Katyn forest, and all
that, when you were ther&¥ did that come later?

LYON: | think that came lateBut we used to visit sometimes some of the Nazi concentration
campsl think the Poles knew about them but they were careful not to talk about it.

Q: That's the German thingwas thinking about Stalifhat, of course, didn't really come out
until Khrushchev started talkin@ut then the Poles must have been aware of it.

LYON: You never knowWhen | was in Berlin we had an awfully nice young chauffeur and |
said something to him about, "Oh, was it alyftaard, did you have enough to eat?" He said,
"You mean to eat horse or dog or somethihg@ver heard of anything so terrible.” | said,
"You've never heard of anything so terribl&hat about all these people that the Nazis
slaughtered?" He said, "Ydunow, | never heard of it while it was going on." | don't know
whether he was telling me the truth or not but | think he was sinaguess they really didn't
know what was going on too much, the people, until they began to be bombed.

One thing that maad me very much: we went to Weinsut which was the Potocki's big palace.
You know, 17 drawing rooms, and 16 dining rooifisey took a whole train load of stuff out of
the country; they were able to get it out with the connivance of the Germans, Bhimkvent

into a bedroom, and there on the door frame, written in pencil, it said Carlos or whatever his
name was, or Adolphe or Piereyou know the way we all do as kids grow up and we put the
little marks showing how they've growih was very touchinglt made me sort of weepy.
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RICHARD E. JOHNSON
Economic Officer
Warsaw (19551957)

Richard E. Johnson was born and raised in Winnetka, lllinois. His career in the
Foreign Service included posts in Hong Kong, Canada, Poland, Yugoslavia,
Bulgaria and Brait. Johnson was interviewed by Charles Stuart Kennedy on
January 30, 1991.

Q: You took Polish, what, for a year?
JOHNSON:I think that lasted about six or seven months.

Q: What was the situation at the embassy when you got to WawWaawas the ambassar,
how did he or she operate, and what went on?

JOHNSON:The ambassador was a man named Joseph E. Jacobs, who had more time in the
Foreign Service than anyone else at that tifeehad something like forty years of service.

was aging, and beloved hys entire staffHe was a wellorganized man, a kindly person, of
course tremendously experienced in diplomacy.

It was a frozen situatio.here was very little we could do when I first arriviédvas a typical
Sovietbloc set up: few contacts.

Then,midway in my tour, of course, the Poznan riots occuredl then there was the exciting
time when mobs surged down the avenue in front of our embassy, to besiege the Russian
embassy and shake fists at thémter on, tank tracks had been found aroundc#meps where

the Russians had based their armored foespparently the Russians at one point had decided
to move on Warsaw with their tanks because of this surge eSamiet feeling in Warsaw.

This all resulted, of course, in an agreement whetedyRussians pulled most of their troops
out. Gomulka came inf-or a time, there was a great deal of relaxation in Poland, and the
atmosphere was hugely improvédhere was a great deal of interest in contacting Americans,
but even more, Western Europedmscause Poland, of course, has this tremendous orientation
toward France and Britain, as well as the U.S.

But, as history shows, eventually things froze back over again.

Q: What were you doing at the embassy when you went there?

JOHNSON:I was the econuic officer, Stul did some economic reportingust about any
shreds that you could get were of interg@sie only reporting you could get on the industrial

progress was out of the newspapers, and of course it was heavily censored and very optimistic.
You could travel around and observe a bit, but not much.
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Q: Could you go to industries and things like that?
JOHNSON:Oh, no.No, no.No.
Q: Nothing the way that we used to be able to do it in Yugoslavia.

JOHNSON:No. Oh, once in a while, if a big deletgzn was in town that somehow the Poles
wanted to smooth over the right way, they'd invite them to visit a showplace, like Nova Huta, the
big ironworks.But we Embassy people couldn't get access to even a food processing plant by
asking the protocol of thieoreign Ministry to get in.

| was the economic officer; in small posts they didn't call them counselorsTtiepolitical
officer also was in the same office that | was, and we shared an bfisceame was also
Johnson, Valdemar Johnson, still a vgopd friend of mineAnd people longed for the day
when Valdemar would be transferred, to end the confusion of having two JohBsbns.
Valdemar was replaced by Richard G. Johnson.

Q: Oh, God.How about contact, both on the official and on the sort cdqueal level, with the
Poles?

JOHNSON:For a time, at the end of our tour of duty, it became easy and very plé&sant.
made some good friendsbusiness people and doctoks. | say, that's after Poland's revolution
that brought back Gomulka and ledatgreat relaxation in the tensiorhis and the Pozna riots
were, | guess, the first open defiance of Soviet authority.

Q: Well, there were the little Berlin riots in '58nd then there was the Poznan.
JOHNSON:That's right, there wer&.ou're quite ridpt.
Q: The Poznan riots were when?

JOHNSON:The Poznan riots were in 'S8wvas in Poznan at the time, I'd gone down for the
Poznan FairThe riots took place then because there were a lot of foreigners in town for the
Poznan Fair whom the rioters wantedmpress.

We encountered an interesting Polish businessman at a niglitatiry space was very scarce

in the restaurants in Poznan during the fair, so we joined him at his table, with his dolly, a very
attractive young ladywe got to talking abouti livelihood; we were sort of curious as to how

he could afford to keep buying champagne, which he insisted that we drink as well as his
dollbaby.He kept asking us to dance with this beautiful young lady.

One thing led to another, and finally he sai] tight, I'll tell you how I can afford thisl have a
good way of making moneyike many others, | make money on the margirsnot really
illegal, but the authorities would like to know abouthd | know you guys won't squeal on
me."
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He had vey good contacts in places like the downtown department store in Warsaw and other
places that handled textiles and suits, readyle clothingThere's a lot of very shoddy stuff
available. The good stuff came from just a very few plants and factories anBpoand it was
delivered infrequentlyBut he had enough good contacts so that he would get a phone call when
a delivery was going to be made from the factémyd as the truck was backed up to the

unloading platform of the department store, he wouldhbeetwith his truckAnd he would

simply buy it all-- at the retail price; it was all legal and covered by papers, but it was transferred
directly into his truckAnd he took it to his placéle had a huge basement there, filled with

good stuff.This wasthe prime quality stuff, and Warsaw citizens knew if they really wanted to
get a good, good suit, of good material, they could always get it from him, at a damn high price.

Further on in the evening, as things warmed up and we had a bit more champagdnspéed
to us, "You know, this place is going to blow sky high tomorrow."

We said, "What do you mean?"
"Yep, they're going out on the streets and they're gonna raise hell."

We thought about it, and the subject chan@@dtunately we had the sensdjem we got back to
our hotel a bit later, maybe a half an hour later, to call someone in the embassy and say that there
is this rumor in PoznamBecause it was the next day that things busted open.

Q: Did you sort of watch it from the sidelines ther®w does one act when there is a major riot
in a city where one happens to be?

JOHNSON:We were very much on the sidelin¥ge stayed on the fringes of the mob, and |
don't think we had particularly good insights as to what was goinigdam't remember our
providing any specially valuable reporting on the thing.

Q: Did you have the feeling that you were under tight security surveillance at the time you were
there?Were there problems with sort of attempts at sexual attraction, or drinking, or, you know,
| mean, what have you?

JOHNSON:Yes.Again, this was during the first half of my todihere was a dramatic change
with the events of 1956 and Gomulka's arrival on the s@&rteduring the first half, yes, there

was very heavy surveillancé.we left Waraw, we were always followed by black Citroens,
which were soupedp so that they could keep up with the cars we had, which were pretty
powerful Mercuries and things like thdie pursuit got intensénd in some ways | think we
behaved in a rather childisashion in trying to dodge these followeFsere was no reason to;
there was nothing really that we wanted to do that they could have detainedBug foe. would

try to outspeed themind if that failed, there was one trick that we'd Afier havingbeen on

the road for two or three hours in the morning, we would finally pull up in a nice rural scene and
get out some Thermos bottles as though we were going to picnic and take it easy for a while.
And the secret police people, who'd been parked in &baotir apartments for several hours

even before we left, had to go to the bathroom like tremendous, and they'd come flying out of
their Citroens and disappear into the woods, whereupon we'd quickly pile the Thermos bottles
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back into the car and dash offou'd see these poor guys coming out of the woods, buttoning
their pants upAs | say, it was terribly childish.

Q: Such are sort of things of the Cold War.

JOHNSON:Yes, it was childish, but it provided a bit of excitement in what was otherwise a
ratherdull existence, | guess.

Q: Then you came back to the department, where you served from '57\Wthd@lwere you
doing there?

JOHNSON:I was Polish desk officet.was also the Baltic States desk offio&nd, in that latter
role, | had the job of wrilhg every year the White House statement about the independence of
the Baltic StatesAnd | can still remember some of those phrases about how we stood totally
behind the Baltic States in their desire eventually to throw off the Soviet A&oklehow we

refuse to recognize the incorporation of these states into the Soviet Bnabhow we'd never
abandon the flame of freedom in the Baltic States.

Q: Well, this, I assume, was really very pro forma, wasnl@an, the Baltic StatesLatvia,
Lithuania,and Estonia- always had their legations that were here, but did you really do much
with them?

JOHNSON:No, the main things | remember were, we went of course to all of their functions,
and | became good friends with the ambassadldraiania and Latvidnad embassies (or

legations) in WashingtorEstonia had a consulate in New Yo@¥. course, they still ddNo,

there wasn't a great deal of activiBreparing this independence statement, this was something

of course that the Baltidmericans really loo&d forward to and they made a lot ofAhother

thing, though, that the Baltic States desk officer did was to approve the budgets of these three
posts.And that was because the posts existed, and for all | know still do today, on funds that the
U.S. Treasry had seized at the outbreak of World War Il, or at least when the Nazis invaded the
Baltic States, because we didn't want the Germans to get their hands o8dheenwere still
husbanding those resources, and in order for the Baltic diplomats inntashand New York

to get their hands on this money, they had to come to me, kind of hat in hand, with the budget.
And | would go over it with them, because | knew the Treasury Department would go over it
very carefully afterwardsAnd I'd say things to ib...it seems ridiculous in retrospect...to this
dignified old Latvian ambassador, "Arnolds, why are you asking for six brodrths® do you

do with all these broomd2idn't you get brooms last year?"

And he'd say, "Forget about it, I'll buy the brooms etiy’s

So I'd strike brooms offAnd finally this budget, as vetted by us, would go to the Treasury
Department and after even closer examination of it they would release the funds.

Q: Well, what about this period of '57 to '6lrelations with Poland hadort of opened up; this

was really the end of the Eisenhower administrattomere there any particular developments
at that time that as Polish desk officer you were dealing with?
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JOHNSON:Nothing particularly exciting, Sta’his was a time of a graduafreezing of the
relationship.You remember Gomulka came in with great promise, and it looked as though there
was going to be continuing liberalization, but Gomulka himself proved a bit of a disappointment,
and then he left and the future Polish leadiprand the PZPR became quite conventional in the
Soviet state mold.remember we did fight certain battles for the Pdldisink in Washington we

tried to treat the Poles a notch or two better than the other Soviet bloc countries.

| remember a lessorldarned in how bureaucracy worlk$ie Poles were picking up cotton in

the United States, and the handiest port for them was Wilmington, North Cavgiimangton

was not on the list of ports approved for bloc vessels, and we tried hard (becausenthteregs
particularly strategic in Wilmington), just as an accommodation for the Poles, to get Wilmington
added to the list.

Well, far more conservative elements in the U.S. government opposed this roundly, and took it
right up to the NSCIn those dayshese problems were hashed out in the NSC by a vote.

The assistant secretary for European Affairs told me go on up to the NSC and argue this case.
Why not let the Poles come into Wilmington, for pete's s&8ePprepared for it, and | could see
a real cdision coming.

| was told by the representative of Treasury that Treasury feels very strongly abd@uhis.
deputy secretary is going to appear on behalf of Trea8veyyou sure you want to be carrying
the flag for the Department of State, Dick?"

| told the assistant secretary, and he said, "Oh, my God, | should ask our deputy secretary to go
up and argue this question?"

| think eventually he went, or maybe an under secretary, but it just showed to me how very minor
problems can be elevated to arportance that they really do not deserve, if a certain U.S.

agency happens to feel strongly about it, and if there happens to be, let's say, a deputy secretary
who isn't terribly busy and he's looking for issues.

Q: And this was one in which to take that& Department on, head on.
JOHNSON:Absolutely.

Q: Dick, what about the Polish lobbyrhis must have been a very powerful grddpw did they
affect you in the United States?

JOHNSON:Well, generally, Stu, they supported our policisd of course It a very powerful

group, the PolistAmerican Congres3.hey were very conservativagain, I'm referring to the

period after the refreeze began and not to the balmy days of GomulkaTiheyGapproved of

our treatment of Poland as a SoMtc country And | think they were happy enough to see us
doing what little we could to accommodate them in certain sectors, and in actually distinguishing
between Poland and the other bloc countiibgy approved of that, the idea of not lumping all
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the bloc countes together, but giving Poland individual treatm8noit. most of them refused to

have any contact with Polantihere were a very few that traveled to Poland in those days, but
not many, and the Polishmerican Congress did not encourage group travel langd/Ne had

no problems with pressure groups, because by and large they supported the U.S. government's
stand on Poland then.

MARY CHIAVARINI
Ambassadorés Secretary/ Vice Consul
Warsaw (19551958)

Ms. Chiavarini was born and raised in Massachusetter/Aecretarial training,

she worked with the Interstate Commerce Commission in Washington DC before

joining the Foreign Service in 1944. During her career with the State

Department, Ms. Chiavarini served as secretary to the ambassador and other

officers n Naples, Tirana, Manila, Seoul, Prague, Rome, Singapore and Warsaw.

After her appointment in 1957 as Consul and Secretary in the Diplomatic Service

she served in Palermo, Monrovia and Pari s.
shoot er 0 i n ahdiRyadk. Ma Chialzatinbwas interviewed by

David T. Jones in 2007.

Q: Wel I, I dondét want to tire you. Next | wan
CHIAVARINI: Oh, | loved Warsaw. | tell you, we still have in June each year a lunch with as
many of those peoplee can find here in the United States. The citizens of Warsaw were really

very kind to us. And we were kind to them.

Q: Poland, when you were there in 1955 and 1956, was experiencing a period of great upheaval
in Warsaw and later in Hungary. Can you gime any sense of that circumstance?

CHI AVARI NI : No, |l candt because | candét reall
Q: Do you remember who the ambassador was in Warsaw?

CHI AVARI NI : Let 6s see hi sJosephrdacobs.s r at her a <co
Q: What were your livingonditions in Warsaw?

CHIAVARINI: Well, for a while | lived in an area where they had built households for the staff.

| worked there; I lived in one of those. Then I lived in a regular house that was owned by the
consulate. | had the worst staff you abtihd. | never could understand how they ever got hired.

Q: Worse than Singapore?

CHIAVARINI: Just about.
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Q: You were the ambassadords secretary

CHI AVARI NI : | think so, but | ©m not

Q: Were you able to travel in Poland?

CHIAVARINI: Again, when Lydia came to visit we went around | remember getting stuck in the

mud. We had to get some of the Poles to help pull us out.
Q: Just as you were stuck in the mud in Czechoslovakia.
CHIAVARINI: Yes. It rained a lot.

Q: Did you have anynteraction with the Russians?

sur e.

CHIAVARINI: No. The only time | did, | took a trip to one of the neighboring countries. They
t he RussiI

had a party and they sat me next to

Q: To give him a treat, Mary.

CHIAVARINI: [laughter] We had que a time arguing about their country and ours. | like to

think that | won.

Q: I suspect you did.

CHI AVARI NI : Wel | , | donot k now. But

Q: Was Warsaw badly damaged, still, in 1955?

CHI AVARI NI : Well, | donét reskmber
Q: Was there a lot of construction?

CHI AVARI NI : It must have been, but
Q: did you have any dealings with the Poles?

CHIAVARINI: Yes. And we had very good dealings with them.

Q: Very good dealings/

CHIAVARINI: Yes. And they wererery good to us at that time.

Q: You did not have a chance to go to the USSR at that point.
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CHIAVARINI: | did go.
Q: Oh you did. Where did you go?

CHIAVARINI: | visited Moscow. And | did go out in the country and visited what they called
their, the Rusian collective farm.

Q: A collective farm?

CHI AVARI NI': Oh no, nothing as wonderful as th
Awonder ful o but a | ot of the people who worke

Q: Was this in a farming area that ywisited?

CHIAVARINI: | guess so.

WALTER E. JENKINS, JR.
Consul
Poznan (19551958)
Walter E. Jenkins, Jr. was raised in Texas and New England. His career in the
Foreign Service included posts in Germany, Taiwan and Poland. Jenkins was
interviewed by Carles Stuart Kennedy on February 20, 1991.
Q: Well, you then moved sort of a little farther to the east and took Polish training, is that right?

JENKINS: Yes.During my tour in Berlin, | had driven a car to our Embassy at Warsaw for our
Poznan Fair pavin. | met Dick Johnson there.

Q: This was Richard...

JENKINS:Richard E. Johnson.

Q: There are a lot of different Johnsons.

JENKINS: He was one of three Johnsons at the Warsaw Embassyibbard E. was with the
political sectionThese were very taresting times in Poland, because, as | say, not much earlier
there had been a Poznan uprising, and things were moving in PélahdDick and the visit
generally interested me in Poland, and so | applied for language traAmicgfter nine months

of language training at FSI, we went to Poznan, Poland.

Q: You went to Poznan, where you served from 1961 t&W63t were you doing?

JENKINS:Well, | went to Poznan as the principal officer of the consulate there.
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Q: Itis a consulate.

JENKINS:It's a ®nsulatelt had been formed in Poznan, I think, for two reas@me was, it

had been the center of the uprising that was put down in 1956, and it also is in the heart of the
Polish western territories, which had been formerly Gertavas a very goodlace to get a

feel for the environment and the tendencies in that region.

Q: What sort of a staff did you have?

JENKINS: A modest staff, but a very good stdfhad an excellent secretary, Jackie Mathyd

| had a wonderful vice consul, Sol PolanskjonNater became ambassador to Bulgakiad

Jerry Verner was the talented USIA vice consuld then, as for as local employees, it was
small, modestBut the first year, we didn't issue a single visaas surprised; | thought it would
give us much bettecontactFinally, we did get permission to issue visas.it was a small local
staff, too, of about three clerical, one being Pani Czartoryska, who was the wife of Adam
Czartoryski, scion of the old Polish nobilighe's still an old friendAnd then adriver and a

janitor. And that was itWe had to get another person once we started issuing visas to help us.
Small, but a very good staff.

Q: So you weren't issuing visas for most of the time, how'd you op&éiatavere your sort of
goals and what weryou doing?

JENKINS:I have to preface all this by saying that Americans are very popular with the-Poles
everybody has a cousin in Detroit or Chicago; so we did cultivate a lot of friendsve

traveled a lot, made contacts with the yacht club oce&an; and the editor of the newspaper

there, who was a hunter and invited us to go hunting; and down in Wroclaw (Breslau) was mayor
Ostapczuk, and a Politburo member, Wladislaw MatWie.made very good connections with

all these people and many in cu#ilifields in Poznan as well.

Q: This was sort of a window of openness, wasn't it, this thing?
JENKINS: That's right.
Q: I mean, it began to shut down a little later.

JENKINS: Yes.Well, you see, the openness came in the late fifties, and you caeddybeel it
coming down, but there was still, especially in cultural and other fields, much more liberalism
than we had detected, say, in East Germang, as | say, the Poles were so fond of Americans
that...I'll give you one example&Sol Polansky wadriving down to Wroclaw in his new
Volkswagen which still had oval temporary German pldtegopped running part way down to
Wroclaw and the Poles started coming out of the fields to obssoVéfted up the back hood

but he wasn't a mechanignd they were all looking at him but not offering any hélpey

spoke to him in Germa\nd Sol kept answering in Polishinally one of them said, "You

know, you're the first German I've ever met who can speak Polish.”
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And he said, "I'm not German, I'm Aniean."
"You're an AmericanWell, come on in, my son is a mechanic, and have breakfast with us."
This contrast, it was amazing.

And so we had easy contadf$e had, of course, our Fourth of July party, we had a Halloween
party, we had a Valentine pargnd we always had scores of guelitaas terrific.

And at the graduation in the universities...l never will forget the one in, | guess it WA&'62.
went first to the agricultural universitywas introduced, and they all got up and gave a standing
ovation.Not for me personally, but because | was the American cddsudt the next university
ceremony, they introduced the Soviet and American consuls simultaneatgse was modest
applauseAt the third (Technical) university graduation, they dianention that either one of us
was there.

And then, when the Eastman Orchestra from Rochester came to play at the symphony, | invited
the mayor to go with mé\e sat down on the second rdwell into the program the Eastman
Orchestra started playing th®tars and Stripes Forever." The Poles all got up and marched and
paraded and danced up and down the aigles. embarrassing for the mayor and | was a little
embarrassed, but | enjoyed it.

But this was the atmosphere, explaining one's ability to agsamnd learn things from the
people.

Q: Well, tell me, | mean, you were there in '8%.1 recall, just about '61, we had this, at that
time, rather bad incident at our embassy, where a General Services officer had an affair with a
Polish woman who wasanected to the Polish secret police and all that, and ended up in jail.

JENKINS: | had almost forgotten about that, but | remember now. It was just before our arrival
in Poznan.

Q: Well, | remember that because | was offered a job to go to PolandGereral Services
officer.

JENKINS: You should have gone.

Q: Well, it was just after this happened, and | didn't feel like replacing, doBug. how about
the feeling about the Polish secret police and BéZause you might have had these other
relations, but there was this other side

JENKINS: It was always theréAnd if you were a balanced person, and | think we were and our
team was, it was habitual to appreciate that the police were following you en route to Szczecin.
You always knew that phones armmbms were "bugged;" you always assumed this when you
were talking on the phone or conversing with anyémel you behaved accordinglBut there

were some exceptions, you see, like the General Services offickrlater, when | went to
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Warsaw, there we several other cases that had occuBatwe assumed that it would occur.

I'll give you one exampléA very good friend of mine was a Dr. Powiertowski, and he told me,
"You know, every time we're together | have to report to the pdlioe. you know hat, so if

you don't want to associate with me, ddaiit if you know that, then you might know how to
behave."” And we were both fishermen who enjoyed going fishing together; so we continued
association.

We usually knew who they werkeremember we foundut some of the key people in the
community were actually officers in the UB (Polish Security Servis#gr learning this, we
continued our association with theknowing who they were and how they would behave was
the important thingBut they were ahays there.

It was your staffFor instance, Pan Josef was the consulate jaditmt.one time there was a
breakin in the consulatdde had a dual feeling; | mean, he really protected us a greafaeal.
he caught the intruder, who was turned over t@thiee. Well, it turned out that this guy was an
UB operative, who was coming in to check and repair the nine mikes in the conSnthtee
knew Pan Josef was also UBut he didn't know the one he caught was UB, one of his own
guys.And so the nine mikewere uncovered as a resilbu just knew that they (the UB) were
there all the time.

Q: I mean, all of a sudden were dainty Polish women being dangled in front of you or your staff,
or something like this?

JENKINS:Yes.It happened before | got thefmyt there were some families, who we continued

to associate with, who had young men as sons who were sort of cottoning up to our secretary.
But, before | got there, the consulate learned who these people were, and so she was extremely
careful and didn'tgsociate except when we were all togetBeit.in Warsaw this happened quite

a bit.

Q: Did you have much contact with, say, Polish officials around thieme®an, did you go talk
to them, and did they talk about the situati@r2was it pretty much a primrma contact?

JENKINS: Locally, in Poznan itself, it was tough, because we had one of the hiimddsirst
Secretaries in Poland, and his name was Jan Szydtdkthere was no real communication with
him. But if you got to any of the other towns, guatly a pretty good relationship developed.
Because it was one of the jobs of those, let's say, in Szczecin, Wroclaw, or Jelenia Gora, places
like that, to get us to accept the western territories as belonging to Pafehsio they would

take us on tourand show us the "wonderful things" the Poles had done in this r&porou got

quite close to a number of the Party and government officials.

For instance, in Wroclaw, the old Breslau, the mayor was Ostapdeukas an extremely
liberal guy, he wantedlose relations, and he arranged a lot of toAnsl one time when | went
down on a visit he said, "You know, someone wants to talk toyowknow Matwin, the Party
First Secretary?"
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And | replied, "Yes, he's also on the Politburo."
He said, "Yes, wellhe wants to talk to you."
And so | said, "(gulp) Okay, let's go."

The car came, picked me up, and took me over to... Matwin, a fascinating prézduad

graduated from Charles University in Pragde.was one of the very liberal element that had
comein with Gomulka in '56We talked for three hourkle had a desk, and he didn't sit at the
desk, it was standup degknd we talked about the situation in Poland and, you know, not once
did he mention anything about Marx or Lenin, but he constantly cfigth&a, the philosopher.

And he was asking me how we liked Wroclaw and this beautiful western territory; but he wasn't
grilling me on anything that had to do with American politics or military or anything like that.

He was again promoting our interestlie tvestern territories.

But as things began to crack down, after | left Poznan and became Polish desk officer in the
Department, both Owstapczuk and Matwin were removed by thelmand, and the tightening
up process acceleratdRemember, 1961 was BierWall. Poznan is closer to Berlin than it is to
Warsaw; and there were ink marks all over the walls and broken windows of our consulate,
which happened right after the Berlin Wall went 8p.things were beginning to tighten up
again while we were there

And then came the Cuban missile crisis, Octobentéppened, and of all things, we had as
our cultural guest Monroe Leaf, who wrdterdinand the BullHe was with us, he was our guest
and staying with us, and we had a big program at the libratyirfa But the missile crisis
intervened, and only three people showedSgpit was a pretty tense moment

Q: I'm interested in this, because I've had some interviews with people who were in Moscow at
the same time, where there were crowds, and obvithuslgrowds were soalled demonstrating
against the embassy, but mainly they were concerned and wanted to know what the hell was
happeningYou know, this was not a hostile crowd, these were very concerned pEbpte.

were you getting in Poland at thabtte?Because it looked like there might be a war.

JENKINS: That's right, it was tens@&nd we got reflections from Warsaw, particularly, that they
were very concerned thefgut | didn't find that the local population or even most officials in our
consuladistrict were antiAmerican or anything like thathey were concernednd | guess we
were all concerned.

We were pretty isolated in Poznan and were living in a tbt@g consulate buildindly

secretary had the top floor that looked out over theoadl.| said, "Jackie, you watch and if you

see any trains heading west, with a lot of tanks and guns on them, we'll let the embassy know."
And | guess it was Carol Brown then who was the vice consul, Sol had mové&hooi, why

don't you take a car amdake a swing down to the south and out to the west, and if you see any
real action, we can report Meanwhile, Laura and | are going up to Szczecin to the yacht club
and tell our friends up there we'd like to take a little cruise.”

56



In Szczecin they saisure, come omAnd we went up, and we went out in a sail bQ4dtcourse,

they didn't take us anywhere near the harbor, but they entertained us very nicely with all kinds of
Polish ham and vodk&nd then, of all things, here we were on a sailing crunskitestarted
snowing.Here we were, cruising around in the estuary in the snow, and didn't see 8thihg.

guess not seeing anything was reassufiogwe came back.

And then the aftermath was, | think, very interestiMg had already put out an itation to our
Halloween partyUsually, as | say, we had eighty or so people thepaly six showed upFive

of them we knew were UB, the secret pol©&e was an innocent student, who as a result got
into trouble, but not serious troubldater askedim, "Which one do you think it was that
turned you in?"

He said, "I think it was that one with the Napoleon hat." Guests wore costumes to the Halloween
party

We knew which one that was.
So that was the first reaction: local citizens were afraid,Hayt weren't against us.

But the real showdown came a few days later...because I'd already accepted the invitation to the
November 7 reception of the Soviet consul¥ell, they didn't think | was going to come, but

Laura and | wentAnd the Soviet hosteere very hesitant, but they had to let usSa.we went

up into the reception hall, with all the local leaders and cultural types fratesvery time a

Pole came up to talk to us, one of the vice consuls would come and say, "Oh, | want to introduce
youto this visiting Soviet guest,” and we were isolatédally, however, Danuta Satanowski,

who was a leading actress in town, wouldn't take this sort of thing, and she came over and started
talking to usShe wouldn't go away with therAnd then she calteher husband, who was the

director of the symphony orchestra, Satanowski, and he came over and talkethenube

university presidents and others cafeetty soon we were right back in the middle of it.

I'm using this event to illustrate that thel&s were concerned, but they were still very friendly
and they were positive.

Q: Well, it was a difficult timeDid you get any requests from Polidimericans in the United
States about Uncle So and So at this tiln@@uld think that you would be doiraglot of family
services for PolishAmericans.

JENKINS: Well, as | say, the first half of the tour in Poznan, we didn't issue visas or do much
regular consular workiVe got into a little bit of that in the last half of the td8ut, no, | sensed
this mwch more, later, when | was on the desk and also when | was in Wansianw.Poznan, in
196162, we didn't have a feeling that we were running errands for Paligricans But later,
while | was Polish Desk Officer, 1966 was the millennium of the Polatk and the Polish
church.And that was the main focus in the Pol&merican community, because it represented
the unity of church and statéou had a lot more PolisAmerican goingson at that time than

you did back in '61 to '63.
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ROBERT B. HOUSTON
Consular Officer
Warsaw (19551958)

Robert B. Houston joined the Foreign Service Auxiliary in 1945. He served in
Gold Coast, Germany, Austria, Scotland, Poland, Bulgaria, Finland and the
Soviet Union. Mr. Houston was interviewed on May 14, 1990 by H&ace
Torbert.

HOUSTON:We had barely started our touring of Scotland when in the fall of 1954, orders came
transferring us to Bangkok, Thailand by way of home leave in the United St&deok a ship

out of Southampton to New YorR German friend from Brmerhaven, who had immigrated to

the United States, picked up our new car for us from General Motors in New Jersey and met us at
dockside in itAfter going through a briefing in Washington, we had driven to Kansas City, my
hometown.There, at Christmasmie, my orders were changed ag#émstead of going to

Thailand, we were to return to Washington after the holidays and learn Hblisperhaps

reflected the fact that years ago, | had applied for Arabic language tra\lungthey were

finally getting aound to giving me language training, Polibty wife and | had been looking
forward to a tropical posthailand with its palms seemed idediuch of our effects were on the

high seas between Edinburgh to Bangkok, but | persuaded my wife that this eymsannity

not to be missedack we went to study Polish.

The Foreign Service Institute in those days was in an apartment building which had to be torn
down later to make way for the new State Department builtlimad various instructors in

Polish, ad was really enjoying getting ready to go to Poldmwdas still in the consular cone, and

| was to be the one man consular section at the Embassy in Walsawuas before the
Khrushchev thaw had really affected Poland, although the very perceptivehanghtensed it
coming.l went on ahead in October, 1998y wife and three children came later, staying in
Berlin until our quarters could be prepared for us in Warsaw.

This delay left me alone in Warsaw and prey to the UB, the Polish secret ptdslesure that

the very attractive young girl who came into my office on the first day | was there wanting to
know if | could help her was a UB plo$he said her father in Poznan had thrown her out, that
she had no place to live, and couldn't I, the Amermansul, find some place for hekter

consulting with my predecessor, who was still there for overlap, | told her that the embassy had
no means of helping.wonder if this was a UB effort to see if they could get at a young married
man in Warsaw withduhis wife.| thought about this again when in 1961 an American FSO was
compromised in Poland by a young Polish woman, and convicted of passing on classified
documents.

Q: Did you start on consular work?

HOUSTON:I spent about a year in Warsaw doing adaswork.It was during this period that it
became clear that things were changing in Poldodonger were just a handful of old Poles
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trying to go to the United StateBhe floodgates were openingiad to try to convince, first the
management of theost, and then Washington, that a-om&n consular shop was no longer
adequate in Warsawefore | left the post, | think the consular section had gotten up to four
officers.

1956 was a very critical year in Européost people only think of the eventshtungary in

1956, but there was almost a war between Poland and the Soviet Union in thiatwesthe

year of the riots in Poznan which led to divisions in the Polish pdaiyonalist Poles wanted to
bring back Gromulka, who had been imprisoned dutire Stalinist crackdown, as party leader,
but the oldline Muscovite Poles were opposed tdrtiere was a very tense moment during the
party congress of that yedthrushchev, Mikoyan and Bulganin flew in to try to convince the
Poles not to make Gromwkhe head of the partigven though the Polish army was ostensibly
commanded by a Moscelganing Pole, Rokosovski, the Poles were able to muster enough
military forces to start moving tanks around. Khrushchev then backed off and decided not to
intervene niitarily to prevent Gromulka from being made party chief.

Q: That is fascinating.

You were just telling me about the political situation in Poland in 1956 and the near uprising
that took placeDo you want to go on from there?

HOUSTON:Well, I think it worth recalling one of the surprising events of the timehat near
uprising, at a time when we thought Soviet tanks could cross the -Hwhish frontier to put

down this Polish rebelliousness, we sent our military attachés out to observe the ffoetie
attachés had a flat tire out along the bordlerthe attachés' surprise, the Polish secret police
were helpful, they changed the tire for them, and got them on their way as soon as gassible.
was a complete reversal of rol@fiey were the eneyrusually.This time they really wanted
American military attachés out observing the border.

Q: So there really was a feeling of independence there at that time?

HOUSTON:I can recall the crowds of students marching through the streets of Warsaw
shouting "Rokosovski do Moskvi! Rokosovski do Moskvi!" They wanted Marshall Rokosovski
to go back to Moscow; he was not Polish enough to have stood up to the Russians in this
instanceThere was a period after Gromulka was in povibe Russians had accepted tiist
with the greatest of grace, but they had acceptdud & week, 4 or 5 ostensibly Polish generals
were given medals and sent off to MoscdWwe Poles really cleaned house at this pdihts
house cleaning made it possible for the Poles later playathe leading role they did in the
breaking up of the Warsaw Pathat, and of course the gdbwerful influence of the Catholic
Church.Also the Poles had never eliminated the peasaflirihese elements all played a role in
giving Poland its indepe&lent outlookThere are 35,000,000 or 40,000,000 Poles; none of the
other Eastern European nations are nearly so numerous.

Q: The Polish Church has always fascinated me for they were headed by a very skillful man
during all of that time, or at least théyandled themselves very well during that period.

59



HOUSTON:Yes.The Poles are perhaps the most religious people in Europe.
Q: Its all Catholic, no Protestants?

HOUSTON:Yes.The Church throughout history had been identified with preserving the Polish
national spirit against Russians, and against other invaBerthe Polish Church was uniquely
positioned to play this rol&omehow the Polish Communists decided they never wanted to
tackle the Church head on the way they had done in other couhthigd the abortive Polish
uprising in 1956 was one of the few instances in my career in the Foreign Service where | could
have been on the scene when history, | mean a big part of history, was beingeacadse of

what happened later in Hungary, people tendssociate 1956 with the Hungarian uprising.

They often overlook how close it came to bloodshed in Poland in that year.

Q: There were some troubles in East Germany too, as | recall.
HOUSTON:1953 was the big year in East Germany
Q: Now, all of thisiime you were not doing consular work?

HOUSTON:After about a year, Art Wortzel camide was supposed to go to Moscow, but there
was not a place for him ther®@o he was sent to Warsaw, took over the consular section and this
made it possible for me to go what was one of the more unusual jobs in an embaksye

was a joint BritiskAmerican service to translate the Polish prébe joint press translation

service had some commercial aspects M/é.tried to get money back to help meet expenses.

We sdd subscriptions to this service to other embassies, to newspaper people, to whoever would
pay us money to meet some of the coBltgt job was essentially an early morning jgbu had

to get in early to get the press translated and the bulletiloistieft your afternoons free, so

the morning work was combined with an afternoon jidiis was to act as head of the German
permit office.West Germany was not recognized as a sovereign state then by Poland, or by the
other East European countri®nland neded, as did the other countries, to send certain people

to West Germany, so the East European countries agreed to allow Western allies to issue permits
for local people who wanted to go to Germane issued permits to Polish people going on

visits or toethnic Germans being repatriatédjain, the job had unusual financial arrangements.

My salary continued to be paid by the U.S. taxpayer, but my staff of 15 or so Polish nationals
were all being paid by Bonn, as were the expenses of the office.

Q: The WesGermans?

HOUSTON:The West Germans were paying all tlat.course all decisions were being made in
Bonn.Everything had to be referred to Bonn and | was simply the front man.

Q: You were representing West German interests in Poland.
HOUSTON:No negoiations were conducted by us on anything substantial, we were limited to

consular mattersStill this combined job of running a commercial press translation service jointly
with the British, and representing the Germans in consular affairs there, mgate dheunusual
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one.

Q: About as unusual as you can thinkleébw big was the embassy in Poland at this tifdad it
been cut down to a skeleton staff as we were in many other Eastern European countries?

HOUSTON:Yes, it had a small staf¥Ve had three mgle in the political section, a one man

consular section, we had a one man USIS section, we had an agricultural attaché who had certain
regional responsibilities, the ambassador and DOMthe military attaché side, the Army

controlled the DAT functionThere was an assistant Army attaché, an Air Force attaché and a
Navy man theréWNe had the usual communicatovge did have a sizeable local staff, but the
Germans were paying part of thevile had our commercial earnings to pay the locals working

on presdranslationsWe had a combined BritisAmerican school staffed by wives, essentially.

Our medical supplies were supplied by the United States, and the British supplied the doctor.

Q: You probably had a fairly sizeable administrative group to take caa# tifese disparate
things?

HOUSTON:Well, we had an American administrative officer and a budget and fiscal officer.
One other interesting observation about our operation in Watisawwner of our Embassy
building at that time was the Peoples' RepubfiBulgaria.Between 1950 and 1960, we had no
diplomatic relations with Bulgaria, yet they were our landlofid®e Swiss Embassy was nearby,
and they represented our interests with Bulgditius if we had any problems with our landlord
we would talk tahe Swiss, who then would take up the problems with the Bulgarians.

Q: Who were the ambassadors and DCMs when you were there and did they leave any particular
impression on you?

HOUSTON:When | first arrived, Joseph E. Jacobs was our ambass#elaras|| think, the

most senior ambassador in the service at the tiaestarted, | think, in 1912 as a language

officer in ChinaHe enjoyed the distinction, in my eyes, of having headed our mission to Albania
after the war, the only mission we sent to thaintgu The mission had to leave when Albanian
mistreatment in, | think, 1948, became unbearafebassador Jacobs was a very skeptical
personHe was, you might say, from Missoute was very distrustful of the Communidts.

think the Department in timeslt that while he was a very good ambassador when the Cold War
was really cold, when things started to warm up, someone with a different outlook was needed.
We were fortunate to get as our ambassador then Jake Beam.

Q: Hardly a radical liberal (laughter)But a very experienced, very intelligent man.

HOUSTON:One of the customers of the press translation service wakethérork Times
correspondent, Sidney Grusohtan't tell you that date, but in 1957 or 1958 he wrote the
embassy was still in its bombedter after the altlear had been soundédaybe as a result of

this article, the Department decided that it was time for a new ambassador to be sent out for a
fresh approachlhe DCM, when | first arrived there, was Fred Exig.was there for a while,

then Willard Barber came ite was a Latin American expewarsaw was his first experience

in Europe in a Communist countiyefore | left, there was another DCM changenk Siscoe,
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an exFBl official, came in as DCM.
Q: Do you have any final thought® Poland before we move on to Washington?

HOUSTON:No, Warsaw was a pleasant experience ovdrddin't think | was unusual in

feeling a strong attachment to the Polish people, and how difficult has been the role they have
played in historyWe actualy wanted to stay in Poland a little longer, but the Department was
fearful, in those days, of keeping people too long in hardship posts.

Q: Particularly Eastern European ones.

HOUSTON:So | was transferred to Washington in February, 188&fficer whohad left the
post before me had said, "Is there anything that you would like me to try to line up for you in
Washington?" This was Richard Earle Johns@aid, "Well, they are starting this exchange
program under the Lace&garubin Agreement of Februar@38." Bill Lacey was the American
negotiator and Ambassador Zarubin was the Soviet negoffdiey. signed this first exchange
agreement between the United States and the Soviet Uiiere was a provision in the
immigration law banning the issuing of asto Communists, so there were many new
procedures to work out while this went dine agreement reflected a relaxation under
Khrushchev of tensions in the Soviet Union and Eastern EuBapihe exchange program was
where | ended up in Washington in rii@58.

Q: Who was your boss there?

HOUSTON:BIll Lacey was our spiritual mentor, he was listed as an advisor to the Secretary.
The actual bureaucracy running the program was placed in the Bureau of Public Afffairs.
particular office | was assigned taw called the Office of EastVest Contacts in the Bureau of
Public Affairs-- P. The head of the office was Freddy Merrill.

Q: He was an Eastern European hand.

HOUSTON:Yes, he and Bill Lacey were the same expansive type: "Don't bother me too much
with details, I'm a broad picture man." But that was the sort of vision, | think, needed for that
kind of operationOur office was set up in the ground office of an apartment building at 1500
Massachusetts Avenud/e were close to the Soviet embassy, and wWeayd come around to

see us frequentlfzor someone who did not know much about bureaucracy in Washington,
getting his first taste of it in this assignment, was perhaps as good an assignment as\Massible.
had to coordinate activities of the whole goveemtrvisavis the Soviet Union in respect to

these exchangeshis meant that we dealt with many different departments, and got a broad
view of how those departments worked and what their foibles were.

Q: Did you find this at first to be pretty frustragno be in the bureaucracy after so many years
of being relatively your own boss?

HOUSTON:Yes.One could not just write a message and expect to send Messages had to
be coordinated everywhere, particularly in this sort of activity where all sloatgencies
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believed that they had an interest at st&kmessage had to be coordinated and rewriftbis

was quite educational in that rega@he of the things that | recall most clearly from this period
was when we brought over a delegation of Pgbslitical leaders in the fall of '5&ecause |

was just back from Poland and spoke Polish, | was tapped to be their escort, to go across the
country with them.

Q: That was interesting and checked your language out too.

HOUSTON:Yes.Also it was to givame the first opportunity to assess the premise behind this
program, namely that if we bring the Commies over and show them how nice it is in the United
States, they will go back home as different pedpte.this was my opportunity to see at first

hand tle immediate impact of America on people brought up in alien cultures, who knew nothing
about the United States, and had been fed the Communist propaganda view of the United States
all along.

Q: Did you feel that this premise was a solid one, did it work?

HOUSTON:I felt that indeed there is merit in the premiSeue, they came here under tight
discipline.Bolislaw Jaschew, the head of the Polish delegation, was aiykewool

Communist, according to his biograptBut even in his case, | felt that weere making an
impressionWe had arrangements with Department of State contractors in those days to line up
meetings that would make this kind of impdgiarticularly remember we were booked into
Garden City, Kansas because also in the group weregoexpksenting the smlled Peasant

Party of PolandThe generosity and opdreartedness of the people of Garden City...

Q: I must say that over the years they have built up a tremendous corps of people all over this
country who have given unstinting p&ln these things, it is quite fascinativghat other
problems did you tackle?

HOUSTON:In the exchanges program there was a lot of paper shuffling, particularly to get a
waiver for every Communist to come in, the waiver of the visa excluBraceduresad to be
developed for thatVe had to have liaison with the security people to be sure that we were not
taking Communist agents to places where they could see the combination to Fort Knox, or that
sort of thing.But a big problem was also that we wanaming this on a shoestring/e were
depending on private enterprise wanting to conduct exchanges at their own ekptmse

days this was not too much of a probléviany people instinctively felt the exchanges were a
good program to break down somelué hostility, and they wanted to do their shavéen,

however, technical exchanges were concerned, then questions of proprietary information and so
forth would come inThe Department of Commerce was concerfidéas this a way to get

around our exporidenses?"

| would say that the biggest problem was simply how to get around the bureaitonasy.

fascinating to get to meet so many of the people brought lowan. recall entertaining Russian
doctors, including some who had been targeted by Stahiis idlewish doctors' plothey were

in Washington on a Mother's Day or some other holitmjpody else would take time away

from honoring their wife or mother to entertain these Russian doctors, so | persuaded my wife to

63



take them onThat turned out toda good experienc&€he doctors were all very nice, and were
willing to talk about "the doctors' plot" and so forth.

Q: They were willing to talk about it?
HOUSTON:Yes, Stalin was dead; Khrushchev was in power, and a new era had arrived.

Q: Now this pb lasted through the end of the Eisenhower Administrafibaut the time Mr.
Kennedy took office, or soon thereafter, did the program change anyway after the change of
administration?

HOUSTON:NOo, it still continuedAfter the breakdown of the Paris somt, after the U2

episode in May of 1960, things were perceived as being different, but the change between the
Eisenhower and Kennedy administrations did not mean much for exchhogeainly do not

recall any differencd.left the program in the sumemof '61, the Department giving me an
academic year off.

WOODWARD ROMINE
Political Officer
Warsaw (19571959)

Woodward Romine was born and raised in Indiana. He graduated from Wabash
College and later pursued studies at the University of GenevaeBaitd. His

primary assignments in the State Department were as Political Officer in
Washington and abroad. His foreign assignments, all European, include Warsaw,
Paris, Strasbourg, Vienna and four posts in Germany. In Washington, Mr.
Romine dealt with Frech relations as well as Refugee and Management matters.
He is a graduate of The Industrial College of the Armed FolMesRomine was
interviewed by Peter Moffat in 1998.

Q:Webve gotten you es Sawhdtdidtieddparsment cdhoddelo withor F SO
you?

ROMINE: | finished out my time in INR and then was assigned in early 1957 to Polish language
training in the FSI, the old FSI, and went through that very intensive work for about seven
months, and then | was sent to Poland.

Q: Was that sfficient training?Did seven months produce a useful level of Polish?

ROMINE: Yes, it produced a useful levél. might have been a longer period, | thihkound

that some of the people who came out from the Army training program in California seemed t
have a better grasp of the program, because they had been at it a little longer, and | think they did
things that we didn't do as much here, such as making them learn dialogue to go to the theater
and that sort of thing, and this was very helpful tortheency.But | had no complaints about
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what the FSI didl thought it was a good program, but did work awfully hard.

Q: As a graduate about that time of the Monterey Language School, | am well aware of your
description of how Monterey went about thening. In Polish, as in Russian, it was an
11-month program, and frankly | think the Monterey program was better in its end result than
FSI's programsThat is a personal observation.

ROMINE: When | saw the young military attaché who came out thereeaatime time | did and
his ease and what appeared to me fluency in Polish, | did think he had gotten something that |
didn't get, but then maybe he was a better student.

Q: You are quite a linguisttou had French, German, and Polish at your command;eso th
Department clearly sent you somewhere that would make use of this.

ROMINE: Well, | had French at my command and German less at my command, Polish not bad.
| could do the things that needed to be ddweuld read the newspapers, for instakgaong

other things that we did there was to follow the Polish newspapers very carefully from all over
the country.

Q: This was as a Political Officer in Warsaw?

ROMINE: As a Political OfficerWe edited a thing everyday call&tde Polish News Bulletin

which wasthe only thing like that in English at that tinWe did this jointly with the Brits, and

they had a good Polish language officer there, and we would alternate doing the immediate news
and then doing the news that was the long articles and that sorigpfile had two parts of this
bulletin. This was an interesting time, because, one, the Poles were remarkably free in what they
could talk about, but, of course, their newspapers were carefully wa@fiedtimes if you read

the provincial papers, thingsowld appear in them that shouldn't appear aFall.instance, one

time there was a strike in Lublin, and looking at this one morning, down in the corneharght

side of the paper, was a little thing that said there was a strike at the textile flaeteryhat

was all that was said, but that, of course, caused great interest and pleasure that we were able to
find out about this and could dispatch the head of the political section immediately to go to

Lublin and see what was happenittgvas also amteresting time because among other things

that | did there was to run what they called the German Permit OFfiig gets back something

to travel controlWe represented the Federal Republic in Polsvelran an office, and under

rather strict Germarules we could issue visas to various people, people who wanted to go and
visit their relatives in Germany.

Q: Poles?

ROMINE: Yes, Poles, but from what the Poles called the Western territbhiese were many

of these people who were German or who vpemt German, part Polish, and what they wanted

to do most of all at that time was to leave, or at least to go on a visit to West Germany, where
their relatives were looked upon as people being very fortunate and in very good material
situations.So this wa an interesting thing, and it was a very, very powerful instrument to have in
dealing with the Polish government, which would sometimes become very unpleasant in its
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comments about the United States or any of our allies and could threaten to do aegsitinh

trying to think now what some of the things were that they threatened us with, and that escapes
me now, but at one point when they were particularly difficult about some kind of office space
that we needed for this office, we simply shut thecefflown It had an astonishing effeat/e

got a call immediately from the Foreign Ministry asking us why we were doing this, and we told
them, and within 24 hours this whole thing had gone away and been resolved, because the Poles
were very anxious to géteir own official travelers out, and they couldn't go without this

German visa that we put on their passpdrmt was interesting, and then the whole situation in
Poland was interesting at this tinfdhe Poles wanted to be very, very friendly to us,dairtly

after | arrived the Russians put up Sputitikvas a very unhappy moment, particularly to read

the Polish press, which brought out all of the old clichés about this capitalism is great for making
cars and refrigerators and all that sort of thimeg people really don't need even though they may
want it, but when it comes to pure scientific research, you can see that socialism leads the pack.
We got that until we just could hardly look at it at all, and then one day in came a small paper, |
think calledPolitika, and again down in the rightand corner of one of the pages a little cartoon
showed a Sputnik all dressed up at the top, very well presented, but from there on down he was
in rags and he was barefoot®de got that paper, and when the Bdigund out about it, the

paper was confiscateBverything was withdrawnThat was an interesting moment.

Q: How would you characterize the attitudes of the proverbial Polish man in the street as
regards his own government?

ROMINE: | would regard it aspne, he didn't like it at all, because he felt it wasn't his
governmentHe felt it was the Russian¥hat was a thing that was always expressed tohes.
commander of the Russian forces in Poland, | believe, as | recall, his name was Rokossovsky.
Theysent him there because he had been born in Poland and he spoke Polish, but he was a
RussianThey looked at it this wayAnother thing, the Polish government was very wise about
this. They didn't object to people telling you this; just don't writ€d.we heard this a great deal,

and we had quite free access to all sorts of people that you could talk to, and they would always
express this, even in very public pladésnight be embarrassing to us, but they didn't mind, and
the Polish authorities themseblrdidn't react unfavorably to thiswas another interesting time,
because the man who was in charge of Poland at that time was not looked upon with favor by the
Russians.

Q: Who was this?

ROMINE: This was Gomulka, and in 1956 before | had arrivegl thad almost had a revolution
there at the time of the invasion of HungaBpmulka at that time came to power and strongly
and stoutly defended Polish interests and that sort of thing; so it was an interesting time there.
Q: Who was your Ambassador?

ROMINE: Our Ambassador was Jake Beam, who was first class, a very careful, cautious man,
but who | felt developed very good relationships within the Polish government, particularly with

the Foreign Minister, Rapackile saw him frequentlyl hey socialized aswuch as one could,
and he listened carefully to Rapacki's idea for denuclearizing Europe and that sort dftthing.
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Poles were very proud of thiShey thought that this showed a certain amount of independence
from the Russians.

Q: Were you or others wolved in what might be termed intelligence on the Russians through
warm relations with the Poles who in turn had greater access to the Soviets?

ROMINE: | wasn't involved in thisSome of my colleagues were and did quite well with this.

My contacts withlhe Poles were limited mainly to the permit side of things, but that was very
interesting.The Poles were not beyond having a good sense of humor, and a way to get back at
the Germans, whom they didn't care much Aonong other things they had a very spéci
arrangement between the Polish Red Cross and the German Red Cross to return Germans living
in western territories of Poland directly to Germahiyey started a train at Stettinwe had

nothing to do with this- and they would load up six cars of tkigin. They would be sealed,

filled with these German refugees, and the train would take off and gstopmcross to East
Germany and right into West Germa@ne day in my office | got a call from the Federal

Ministry of the Interior saying, "You mustrever let these gypsies into Germarydidn't know

what they were talking abou#/ell, what the Poles had done that day: instead of six cars, they
put on a seventh one, and in this were gyp¥i#®en the Germans came to unseal the cars, the
gypsies cam out and disappeare8lo we had then to go to the Foreign Ministry about that, but
the Ambassador, who was very careful about this, said, "You just write up on plain white paper
the story, and take it over to the Poles and tell them that we thoughtidjetyto know about

this," and so we did, and the Poles immediately said, "Oh, this was a terrible mistake, and we'll
take them all back," but it was too late.

JULIAN M. NIEMCZYK
Air Attaché
Warsaw (19581960)

Julian M. Niemczyk was born and raised ikl&oma.He attended Oklahoma

University and was subsequently inducted into tHB division of the armed

forces.He was then assigned to the Office of Strategic Senkeesias then

transferred to the CIAt was here that he began his Foreign Servicvéies.

Mr . Ni emczykds posts i nc [Thedterdiewlwask y o, Mani |
conducted by Charles Stuart Kennedy on December 16, 1991.

Q: Then you moved from a friendly environment to...

NIEMCZYK: June, 1956, | returned again to Washingtanentioned one of the assistant air
attachés who had been so friendly to me and my wife as newcomers and outsiders, although |
was an Air Force blue uniform typle preceded me back to Washington and his assignment
was in the Pentagon with the Air AttachéaBch.He tipped me off to a position opening in the
Warsaw Pact aredsaid, "Which one is it?" He said, "Well, it is Poland and with your name
there should be no trouble for you to be selected." | applied and was accepted and $&kected.
Air Force maden incorrect assumption that | was fluent in Pol3ad spoke five languages,
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but mother was from Roanoke, assigned in Oklahoma | learned a few words of Comanche, but
never would he speak Polidhithink in the '20s perhaps, | remember him and otheisgalyat

if you spoke a foreign language you were suspdsit was two or three of the reasons that he
didn't speak the language.

| was brought into the Air Force intelligence, into the attasdgignate training branch and
started a three or six montbh®oling.About a threemonth schooling in Washington and Wright
Pat Airfield for technical and photographihen | went to FSI (Foreign Service Institute of the
State Department) where | had-an®nth intensive Polish language training courseas the
only student in the class, which was a comfort in sort of a Wayeant that it was a little more
difficult because | was the only person to answer the questiasked if my wife could join me
and they agreeddy wife had wanted the training but shedhd been invited yett helped when
she could join me at the blackboard, in the recitation,Tétis. went on for nine monthi.was a
very good coursd.did have two teachers over the nimenth periodWhen I finished | had a
very good vocabulary.could write it all right My grammar was not very good, but | could put
12 words together and get the idea acridlyshearing was all right, but | was very slow to
understand fully what was saitlcame slowly.

After the language course, we went on oaywn February, 1958 to the Embassy in Warsaw.

We had the good fortune of going on 88 United Stated/y other military colleagues either

flew in a military transport, plane or somethihgurived at the Embassy and reported to
Ambassador Jacob Beamhavwas a very dear frien@ne of the State Department's outstanding
senior diplomatsYou know | am sure, but | would just like to say that | served for him for two

and a half years during the Gomulka days.later was posted to Czechoslovakia and
Czechalovakia became sort of a stepping stone for career Foreign Service officers to go to
Moscow.Jake Beam was the first, Malcolm Toon was the second and Jack Matlock was the third
to get to Moscow via Czechoslovakia, the post that | ultimately was assgned t

Two and a half years in Warsaw during the Gomulka period and the shooting down ef.the U
Those two things gave us some pretty difficult dealings.

Q: First, I wonder if you could explain how we in the Embassy saw the situation in Poland at the
time you were therePoland has obviously changed considerably in the last couple of years, but
it was the center of the Warsaw Pddbw did we see both the people of Poland, the government
and the military?

NIEMCZYK: Unlike my assignment as Ambassador to Gpstovakia which we will talk about

later, as a representative of the United States military armed forces, | was the Air Attaché, it was
impossiblel had no opportunity to meet with the local civilian Polish populatiomould have

put them at risk if had even attempted to do so...to have any contact with the mihtawythey

could meet our USIA people and some of our consular officers and some of our officers had the
mission of making contacts with Polish civiliamgould not do that mainly becaa# would put

them at risk.

But here we would see the Soviets in charge of almost everyfrhegdoyen of the Attaché
Corps was the Soviet Military Attach€learly the Warsaw Pact Attachés had the upper hand in
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whatever we were doinyVhether it was geat in a row for a concert, a cultural event, or
whether it was who was in the first position if we were out on a hunting trip, or a seating
arrangement at an Attaché functidimey, the Warsaw Pact and Soviet people had been their
longer so were highemahe list of our diplomatic corpsdon't remember ever a Western
attaché becoming the Doyen of this group.

The poor people of Poland had a very difficult life then, as they have had the-{#sidars.
Warsaw, today, and | have been there earlisrytbar, but other friends have been posted in the
last two to six years and tell me that life is considerably better over those who had a previous
assignment 15 or 20 years agait it is a very, unfortunate, difficult, country for the people who
must livethere.They are proud peopl@&@hey have a great historyhey are in a geographical
location, as you know, with no real boundaries...people from the East going west and people
from the West going east, people from the South going north\wdras been cguries of a

difficult life.

| had two and a half years thefiéde U-2 incident when Eisenhower was President created quite
a stir and difficult timeslt caused Eisenhower to cancel a summit meeting, as | rectlke,
again, we the Westerners, pantarly we from the United States, were the culprits when Gary
Powers was shot down and capturBgat was a period that | remember vividlye did not

humble ourselves or stay out of the corridors, but it was made very difficult for us.

Q: Here we were ithe middle of a cold war and certainly it was not a comfortable tikfeat
would an American military attaché be able to do in Poland?

NIEMCZYK: We had the good fortune of having a very close knit collegial arrangement with
the Canadians and the Britiahd to a lesser extent with the French and the ItalBetause we
were short staffed, unlike Bonn, London, Paris and Rome, we had to work todéghsere

under surveillance all the time, except for when we could slip away or lose them oW\&trip.
would get together in our bubble rooms and talk about an upcoming trip...I with the Canadian, |
with the British, my wife and |, any combination.

We would plan on a Tuesday morning to leave the house and pick up our colleague at 6 in the
morning.We would h&e one or two, or sometimes three days of food packed, starting out with
ice which would melt away, but other food would I&tmetimes we would have a tent with us

if it was in the summePRoland is never good, even in the summer, for camping out, ghtiba
native Poles do iWWe would get out of Warsaw.

First we had tasks from our respective government departments...what they wanted us to check
on.We tried to split the country into different sectors and hit them over a period of 12 months.
We woulddrive by, for the most part, military installations that we knew was a tank outfit or an
artillery outfit. We would drive by airfields where we knew the Polish Air Force was or the

Soviet Air ForceWe would go by what became missile locations and versitbaan

We were always concerned about being arrested or getting involved in something that would

cause us being PNGed, expelled, persona non gvathave had a number of instances when
people who for one reason or another were expéllgds sent ovethere for a purpose and |
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didn't want to be expelled before my tour was up, so | abided pretty carefully with the
regulationsBut at the same time we took a few risks.

| mentioned earlier on that we went out to Dayton to the Air Force Technical mstitgre we

had a tweweek photography coursé/e would take photographs of radar aircraft, trying to get a
number.Sometimes we would spend an hour miles beyond the end of an airfield on a training
day, if we were lucky enough to hit a training day, nothag they had so many planes taking off
every so many minutes, and the type of airc&dimetimes we would spend overnight when we
learned through other sources that it was possible that a shipment e2SA4m Two

Missiles)...

Q: These would be angiircraft surface to air missiles.

NIEMCZYK: ...were coming from the Soviet Union and transiting Poland into East Germany.
This was just the beginning in the late '50s of supplying East GerManwanted to get
something where we really had evidence thatwas taking plac&hey would not do it by

trucks on highwayslhey did it by rail and bypassed the major centers and cities.

One night, myself and the sergeant in my office, with whom | traveled occasionally, took a tent
and a bed roll and went intbe woods near a rail line just about half a kilometer from the-Oder
Neisse River, which was the boundary between East Germany and Répdsitioned

ourselves well and pitched our tent about fifty yards from the elevated railroad track...we were
down a a lower level, but in an area where we could get up and run quickly if we had to to get
closer to the tracklVe arrived there late afternoon and had no surveillance this time, managing
to lose them by maneuvering and driving in a variety of ways tadyet not one but two
surveillance automobiles.

About 7 o'clock it got darkVe had our meal that we had brought and chatted and listened for
trains.When one came by we would go out and look, but it was nothing of importance.

Beginning at 11 o'clock weauld take shifts of an hour or two where one of us would be awake
and the other asleepo and behold, about 1 o'clock on a moon lit night, we heard a train
coming.Both of us awoke so we could verify the evélie went up and here was a 20 or 30 flat
cartrain just loaded with SAMs with the trucks that would transport these thifige trucks,

we learned by studying charts and graphs, were easily identifiable because you had the hood and
the cab and behind the cab was this big cylinder gadget that howotcethe trailer with the

missile.We couldn't take photographs but we saw it and gave the count number, and identified
them as such.

We made one of the first reports of seeing these things transiting Poland into East Géfenany.
thought we had a coup @mve did indeedWe got some accolades in the cables both from the
Department of Defense and the Agency.

Q: With this type of thing, how did you find, because you were later to be in a different position
of being the ambassador, the work of the attadhé@std the work of the Embassy in those days?

NIEMCZYK: Well, looking back on it, 19580, even my recollection of the office in the
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Philippines, the military was not brought into the Embassy operation as much as later on when |
was the Defense Attaché Prague and even today.

Q: The country team aspect hadn't really been developed.

NIEMCZYK: The country team aspect hadn't been developeel Ambassador would hold staff
meetings and we were seldom to never inclu@edial events, Marine Birthday Badind other
Embassy parties, we, of course, were in thenauld report to the Ambassador the trips,
problems, personnel, etc., but it was a little distant at the Borteas you say, the country team
had not been initiated at that time in Poland, sgustewent on about our business with the other
NATO attachésMy wife, however, did participate with the Embassy wives on occasions when
Mrs. Beam needed thefdnlike today when you can't tell these wives, many of them are
working at the Embassy, to do ta&n things as you did then.

One of the highlights careerwise was the story | just related, identifying theZSiidsiles But

there were two other highlights where | did play an active, and what | consider, an important
part, as an Embassy personih. Nixon, as Vice President, visited Poland during the time |

was thereThe Ambassador, Jake Beam, had his wife at the airport, the DCM and his wife, and
asked me and my wife to be at the airport, and | suppose there were others like the Admin
Officer to ke care of the baggage, at¢e went out and greeted Mr. Nixon when he came in.

He and Ambassador Beam were together on official visits with the Communist hierarchy and the
leadersThere was one important event that | was asked to participate in asevasrty

Attaché, and that was the wreath laying ceremony at the Polish Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.
On Nixon's team was Admiral Hyman Rickover, Milton Eisenhower, and somebody le¢se.

was a lot of photographic coverage with ti@$.course, the Army Aaché, Colonel McCutchen,

who was killed in Vietnam and we see his wife frequently now...she has since remarried but she
is down at the Marriott Retirement Home at Ft. Belvoir, which you may have read or heard
about.Her husband and | carried the wreatildwing the Vice President and his entourage and

a lot of Polish officials and generals followed W carried the wreath up to the tomb, the
flame...Have you ever been to Warsaw to see...

Q: No, | haven't.

NIEMCZYK: The Tomb of the Unknown Soldieras open air sort of thing that is twice the size
of your room, perhaps, but before World War Il it had large pillars that went up 10, 15 feet into
the air.But they were shelled so there were just stubs then about 2, 3 feet and Jampyeldlave

left thatthere for effectAnyway, there was a lot of photographic coverage and | got four main
photographsOne with Vice President Nixon greeting some women and children handing him
some flowers and the two attachés were standing thieea there was a shot takiEom behind

the flame with the wreath, the Vice President, the Polish general saluting with Hiadgeio

salute, and Colonel McCutchen and | saluting and other people belerelwe were with the

Vice President in the center, the Army fellow to tlghtirear and | to the left redrater in the

years | had these four photographs put together and framed, typed up what was happening and
then photographed ithe picture with Nixon | managed to get him to sige.wrote "With best
wishes for a successfoareer in the future years.” | will get to that story somewhat later.
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Another experience where we were asked to take part in the Embassy, and this will belthe last.
am trying to answer your question on relationsMp&ODEL (Congressional Delegatioo)

about six or eight came into Warsaw for two nights and three @iagse were two or three

Senators and two or three Representativethose days, and from some of the reports | get from
Prague and elsewhere, we are going back to those days of budgétary considerations...|

had my own representation funds and my wife and | managed with them sorBeitdie
Ambassador also had representation funds, but he had to spread himself pretty thin, | suppose,
with all the things he did, which I learneddain life an ambassador had to #ie asked the

DCM and for some reason my wife and I...I don't know why he didn't ask the Army\gag.a

Lt. Colonel and the Army guy was a Bird Colondiaybe he was out of the country, | don't
rememberBut he askethe DCM and myself to split up this grodmuess his Residence there
seated 14 people or something like that unless you went to a buffet and ate off your lap or a card
table thingHe asked us if we would break up this group of six or eight, and all wethmavives,

and we didAnd there was some planning on this split lgaid that | was from Oklahoma and |

got Senator Mike Monroney, who is now deceased, but he was the Senator from Oklagjaima.
Congressman Ed Derwinski, who was Polish heritage fllomis. And we had a Congressman

and one of the military staff, a Bird Colonel, who | happened to know in the Air Force
Intelligence We had an Embassy person from the economic section, or somewhere, which made
up a dinner party of 10 or 130 we felt nore a part of the Embassy and we appreciatedithat.
worked out very nicely.

Those are three or four of the recollectidBst | have to stress and emphasize the difficulty of
working in a then Warsaw Pact countryou are under surveillance all the tim@ur phone as
well as your residence was buggkdvas very difficult circumstance$he males expected it,
the spouses were subjected tdtitvas a tough life.

YALE RICHMOND
Cultural Attaché, USIS
Warsaw (19581961)

Yale Richmond was born in Mashusetts in 1923 e r ecei ved a bachel o
degree in 1943 from Boston College, thereafter he joined the Army from 1943

1946 He t hen receives a maHistcmeedeluddde gr ee fr om
positions in Germany, Austria, Russia, Poland, and LtssRichmond was

interviewed in June 2003 by Charles Stuart Kennedy.

Q: You were in Poland from when to when?

(@}

RICHMOND:Fr om t he summer of 658 to the fall of
Q: What were you doing?

RICHMOND: | was the CAO, the cultural officer, or later culturabatié. | started the USIA
program in Poland. We had had a USIA representative there, Ed Symans, who was a Polish
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American born in the United States, spoke fluent Polish. He had studied at Warsaw University

before the war. Then he joined the State Departamrahtbecame a courier and a clerk. He was in
Warsaw when the Germans invaded. He became a courier during the war and after the war they

put him in Warsaw. The Poles had their peaceful revolution in 1956 and Poland opened up to the
West. Symanswas senttino be t he public affairs officer, [
USIA programs because he had never served in USIA. | started the Fulbright program. | started a
program of U.SPolish student exchanges and American lecturers in Polish universitased st

a big book distribution program distributing books to Polish university libraries. | opened a

USIA library in the American embassy that was open to Poles and it continued for many years.

We had a film program going like we had in Germany. We bebatdip. | founded the

International Visitor Program in Poland. All of that goes back to those early years under

Gomulka when Poland was really wide open for almost anything you wanted to do as long as the
Pol es didnodot feel t h a Soviet brbasS/ovasistdl vesy pranoinent d o b j e
there.

Q: Who was our ambassador when you arrived?

RICHMOND: Jake Beam.

Q: He was one of the major figures in American diplomacy in that period.
RICHMOND: | also served with him in Moscow years later.

Q: How dd you find him at that time?

RICHMOND: Jake was a wonderful guy to work for. He was very relaxed and easy going. He let

us do our own things as |l ong as we didnot vio
shoulders to see what we were doing. Hedradt confidence in the staff and made you feel you
were a part of the staff. 106l1 give you one |

named Warren Philips, the CEO or the chairman of the board @ialieStreet Journaktame

through Polan@nd the ambassador gave a lunch for him and invited me and the political officer

and the economic officer. We gave him a briefing on Poland. At the end of the briefing, this man

from theWall Street Journad ai d, f Mr . A mb a $sllsSteetrdurnalddfat can ¢t |
you?0 The ambassador turned t WalSgeetJbimals ai d t o

for us?060 | got an idea. | said, ASir, we have
the large cities. Could you give every one of threimonth subscription to thgall Street
Journap Send it to the I|ibrary of these school s

said, AOkay. o He sent 18 subscriptionWalfor 6
Street Journalvasexhibited in the libraries on the racks nexPravdaandlzvestiaand all the

A

other communi st newspapers. Thatoés the kind o

Q: Was Poland stibk Wer e you feeling the aftermath of wh
when tley had the brief revolt and the Soviets sent troops in and all that? Were the Poles looking
over their shoulders wondering whether the Soviets might come in?

RICHMOND: Well, they always were. There were large Soviet troops in Poland. But Poland for
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many years was under Russian domination, was part of Tsarist Russia. The Poles had a long

hi story of rebellion against the Russians whi
of Polish history and every Pole is conscious of it. The Poles wereanoaighi smarter than

the Hungarians, or more luckythey managed not to have an uprising against the Russians and

to convince the Russians they were going to have their own Polish road to communism but

remain within the Warsaw Pact. The Hungarians bElimggarians went further than that and
thatos what caused the Soviet invasion of Hun

Q: How did you find your contacts in Poland in this period?

RICHMOND: I could see anybody | wanted to. This was the amazing thing. All I had to do was

calupsomebdy and say, ACan | come over and talk w
we wanted. | once even called up the guy, Zenon Klishko, the party secretary for culture, and
asked him if | could come and seeorewmewend he

refused me a visit.

Q: As the cultural affairs officer, did you see your opponent, the Soviet cultural affairs officer?
RICHMOND: No, I had absolutely no contact with him. | did years later when | was stationed in
Washington. | had a very gd relationship with the Polish embassy. But in Warsaw we kept our
own way, as did the Chinese. There we had the start of the&CHisese talks.

Q: Had they built that huge Sowstyle Palace of Culture?

RICHMOND:Yes, and itodés still there.

Q: I saw t on TV yesterday showing Jaruzelski voting for Poland to join the European Union
along with Lech Walesa. This was on French TV.

RICHMOND:1 t 6 s st i | | t here and itodéds stildl a monum
t heydove got t eible Stalnevelddirigcake style, théy cdlled it.

Q: What sort of a role did that play?

RICHMOND: The Soviet built Palace of Culture beca
how the Poles saw it and t hat 0 sthechuakes lsyallyh o w t
built high steeples on tops of hills to remind people of who they were, the Soviets built this
tremendously high Palace of Culture to remind Poles that they were part of the Soviet Bloc.

Q: Was this something that you could poinata d s ay , AThat 6s Soviet cul

RICHMOND: We did not have to remind the Poles of that. They were very much aware of it.
Poland was a country where the U.S. could do no wrong. It was the most hospitable country
toward American that | had ever been ihefe were never any astiimerican demonstrations in
Poland. If there were, they were pro forma pushed by the communists. There was a tremendous
immigration from Poland to the United States at the turn of the century and before that. Most
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Poles have a reige somewhere in the United States. Really the United States could do no
wr ong. |l was told that when Ei senhower was el
streets thinking that General Eisenhower was going to come and liberate them froresiaadku

Q: You were there during the election of Kennedy. How did that play? He was Catholic

RICHMOND: The Kennedys had also a romance with Poland. | was there when the 3 Kennedy
sisters, 2 of them plus Lee Radziwill, they came to Poland on a visit.after | left Poland

Bobby Kennedy came and gave a speech down in Krakow. This was partly political and partly
because of the Radziwill connection.

Q: | remembering interviewing someone who was there 10 years later who said that he felt that
there were pbably 3, maybe 4, convinced communists in Poland. Did you get the feeling that
the Poles werendt buying into the Soviet syst

RICHMOND: True. When | was there after the war, there was no Polish communist party. They
did not dare call it Polish commutiparty. They called it Polish United Workers Party. | was
supposed to be a union between the Socialist Party of Poland, the major party in Poland of the
workers and intellectuals, and the Communist Party. That persuaded a good many Poles who had
fled Poland during the war and settled in England and fought with the RAF and the British army

to join the new party. There was a Polish army in the west. There was a Polish squadron in the
RAF. They had the largest number of kills (shootdowns) of any squaditohofthese people,

mostly intellectuals, were persuaded to come back to Poland because they knew that the Socialist
Party had been so much stronger than the Communist Party and would run things. These people
were coopted into the system andtheyweggpae d. They coul dndt get ouf
change things. The director of the Polish Institute of International Affairs, a big think tank of the
government, was a Polish Jew who had served in England during the war. He came back. These
people had to go cend be subservient to the Soviet Union.

Q: Did you get any feeling at that time about the Polish role in the Holocaust?

RICHMOND: | would not go so far as to call it a Polish role. The Holocaust took place in Poland

and parts of western Ukraine whichwer part of Pol and then. Thatos
Jews of Europe lived. Secondly, it was captured by the Germans and under German military rule.
Thirdly, it was away from the West, away from the Western eyes that might know what was

going on. The Halcaust took place in Poland, but the Polish people had really nothing to do

with it. In fact, the Polish people themselves were victims of the Holocaust. When the Germans
marched into Krakow, the intellectual and cultural center of Poland, the first fieeple

imprisoned were not Jews but the Polish professors at the university. They were all sent to a
concentration camp and later released. But the Polish intellectuals were the real targets, the first
initial targets, of the German occupation.

Q: How didyou find the role of the intellectuals in Poland?

RICHMOND: Much greater than here in the United States. Like most European countries, but
especially in Poland, which had a large peasant population, the intellectuals were really almost
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sacrosanct. Writensere greatly esteemed, as they were in Russia. Academics were esteemed.
Every Pole wanted to go to a university. To give the communists credit, they expanded the
university system and opened it up to everybody. Many Polish families of peasant and middle
class origin were able to send people to university for the first time. Writers were especially
prominent. In that part of the world where you have authoritarian government, the only way
people could really express their views was through literature amhfiand many of the Polish
writers were actually writing political tracts, as they were in Russia also at the same time.

Q: Did you get involved with the intellectual community?

RICHMOND: Yes. We had some interesting visitors. We had Mary McCarthysaatiBellow
for one month and at the same time.

Q: Mary McCarthy was coming out of the Catholic tradition. Saul Bellow out of the Jewish
tradition.

RICHMOND: Mary McCarthy came out of a very liberal Catholic tradition. Bellow and

McCarthy were both weknown because their books had been translated into Polish. Poland had
a large program for translating Western works. There was something called the Informational
Media Guarantee Act which allowed the Poles and several other countries around the world to
buy U.S. media products. The Poles were very proud of this. They could buy authors rights from
the United States. They could buy American movies. They could buy books, pay in Polish zlotys,
which accrued to the account of the U.S. government, and the \$téexs would provide the

dollars to the American writer, publisher, movie picture studio. So the Poles were showing in
those years American movies everywhere. They were publishing American books in Polish
translation. Saul Bellow and Mary McCarthy wereljpubs hed i n Pol i sh, altho
published in Russian in the Soviet Union. We had Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. who came. After | left
we had Erskine Caldwell and many others who came. That enabled us, setting up their programs,
to tag along and meet pdepThen | had this wonderful book presentation program. | could

order almost any book | wanted from USIA in those years. | would gé&taheYork Times

Sunday Book Review ent t o me by airmail. | would go th
this, 10 of these. 0 They would all come in the po
get in my car and dump all these books in the trunk, and go around to Polish universities or call

on professors and ABYy t he waygnethewelcameygotu | i ke

Q: Was English being seen as the second language? Was there a competition between English
and Russian?

RICHMOND: Russian was required in all schools and continued to be required, but English

became the most popular foreign langpaga f t er t he Pol i sh revolutior
departments in all the major universities. 1In
interview in itself. | 61 | try to summari ze it
was headed by an American when | arrived in tl

Schlauch. She had been a professor of English literature at NYU for many years. She was a
Barnard Coll ege graduat e, Phi Beta IKappa, doc
authority on Chaucer, Old English and Nordic Sagas, a woman of Gérigtaextraction. Her
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sister had married a prominent Polish physicist, Leopold Infeld, who had worked with Einstein at
Princeton during the war. After the war, the Poles, who wantbd\e a nuclear program,

invited Infeld, back to Poland and put him in charge of the whole nuclear program in Poland. He
came with his wife, Margaret Schlauchdés siste
Margaret Schlauch, who had been a communigtveas proud of it, left the United States and

fled to Warsaw, where they appointed her head of the English department at Warsaw University.
She was considered a renegade by the American community there. The embassy had nothing to

do with her. When lcamé, s ai d, AThis i s somebody we coul d
Beam if | could call on her and propose progr
Schl auch and she was delighted to meet somebo
canwedotget her to further American studies in Po

list was an exchange of graduate students with the condition that one student every year be from

her department. | bought that. The second was an exchange of unieatsitgrs, every year, a

lecturer in American literature in Poland and a lecturer in Polish literature in the United States.

We both sought the agreements of our governments, which came immediately, and a year later,

we had the first 4 students who caméhi® United States, one of whom was one of her students,

who eventually got a doctords degree at I ndi a
literature at a Polish university. Today he is a professor of American literature at Warsaw

University attheir American studies center. In that same first year, we had an American

professor in Krakow, not in Warsaw because the Poles were afraid the Russians would object, so
they said, fALetds put him down in Krsecendw, whe
year, we had an American professor in Warsaw why by chance had been a student of Schlauch at
NYU years ago. He was a black professor who later became president of Morehouse College in
Atl ant a. He came with his whbféssorsth&re. Atdastsoum,c e, w
| heard we had 18 American lecturers every year in Poland under the Fulbright program. It all

started with this woman whom we called an American renegade, Margaret Schlauch.

Q:One | ooks at Pol and eachievement.dse cultaral side ys wizere yoe ma r k
could really make ground. During the Cold War
exchanges were. It was somewhat under the political radar.

RICHMOND:We Il | , t hatdéds t he €Eullal Exchangeamnd thea@oldiWemt e st b
which | have a chapter on Pol and. I cal l [ S
American academic exchanges. Right after the

Foundation came in and established big fedloiw programs bringing Polish writers, artists,

academics, scientists, medical doctors, to the United States and Western Europe for one or 2
semesters of study and research, and this reestablished the historic connection between Poland

and the West. Of caose, there was nothing like this in the Soviet Union at the time. So Poland
became Russiads traditional window on the Wes
Pol and has al ways been Russiads window on the
was going on in their academic discipline, they could not so easily go to the United States, but

they could go to Poland and talk to Poles who had been to America and Western Europe and

knew what was going on, so Poland again became a great influeheecimainge that was

occurring in the Soviet Union.

Q: How about knowledge of political and the history of the United States, which has not been a
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very strong point in Western Europe? Were the Poles getting a pretty good dosage of the
development of the Wed States?

RICHMOND: Yes, they were getting a good dosage. Eventually we had a first professor of
American history, Wallace Farnham, who came a guest American professor at Warsaw

University. In the miell950s we established with the cooperation of Indidnmiaersityi | was

involved in this at the State Department; | handled the Indiana end of it and my colleague in
Warsaw, Len Baldyga, handled the Polish end b&itCenter of American Studies at Warsaw
University and a corresponding Center of Polisidigtsiat Indiana and we funded it with

Ful bright | ecturers on both sides. Thatods sti

Q: How did you find the huge Polighmerican community in the United States? | remember
talking to the Polish council in Chicadmack inthemidb 70s . Chi cago had the ¢
number of Poles in the world.

RICHMOND:Next to Warsaw. True. They moved to the
have a daughter in Chicago who lives in one of these formerly Polish neigbdsrivmu still

see the Polish influence in this neighborhood. There are still organizations that have offices

there. They were largely supportive of this program. In contrast to the otheadol ed #Acapt i \
nati onso i n itthe €zeths, the kbgdrias]the Cmoas, the Romaniamgho

were bitterly anicommunist and had this captive nations assembly, the Poles were a part of that,

but the Poles welcomed the changes that came with Gomulka. While they did not approve of
everything he did, the Uted States economic assistance and cultural programs had the broad

support of the Polishmerican community.

Q: We did have these ties with Poland. For example, we were buying meat for our military
forces in Poland. We had veterinary units in Poland.

RICHMOND:1 6 m not familiar with that. But Pol i sh
And Polish vodka, which by the way is much better than Stolichnaya.

Q: Did the Catholic Church in Poland play any part in your cultural business?

RICHMOND: Not directly. We stayed away from it. We did not want to get involved and they

did not want us to get involved. That would not have been good for them. But there was a Club
of the Catholic Intelligentsia, which had membership with all the prominent catholic laymen an
professors and writers and they met regularly. They were a force in Poland. There was also a
Catholic weeklyTygodnik Powszechnyn Krakow, whose editor was a Catholic of Jewish

origin, that was a prominent newspaper that continued through the wihateurast period. It

was widely read by all the intellectuals and by the Communist Party officials, too, as to what the
Church was thinking on various issues.

Q: Looking at what you were doing in Poland, you had your finger in an awful lot of pies, seeing
an awful lot of what was developing in Poland. How were your ties to the political section? Were
they using you to find out what was happening?
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RICHMOND: Oh, yes, we were thoroughly integrated. There was no USIS post in Warsaw. The
State Department rightldecided that the Soviets had once said they would not want any USIA

post in the Bloc, so all of us in those years, USIA officers who were assigned to Warsaw and

later Krakow and later Poznan, had to resign officially from USIA and then were appointed,

given commissions in the State Department, and that was published in the State Department
mont hly magazine and a | ot of my friends wrot
cultural section in the embassy. We did not have a USIS post. We were invobcethany

activities. We brought them into our activities.

Q: Were there any difficult periods in international relations where Poland got involved between
the U.S. and the Soviet Union?

RICHMOND: No, only slightly during the Vietham War when the Poliségs had to support

the Soviet position and oppose the Vietham War and they had a couple of symbolic

demonstrations in front of the embassy. Poland leaked like a sieve. Anything they planned, we

knew about it right away. Through one source, we knew theyave goi ng t o pl an a
demonstration in front of the embassy, so we battened down our hatches and shut all our shutters
and waited to see what would happen. | noticed that a car from Polish television with a camera

man pulled up acrossthestreets o | went out and said in Polis
the spontaneous demonstration start?o0 He told
when it was going to start. It was just a pro forma demonstration.

Q: You left there when?

RICHMOND: Just after Thanksgiving in 1961 and went to Vienna.

SOL POLANSKY
Polish Language Training FSI
Washington, DC (19581959)

Deputy Principal Officer
Poznan, Poland (19594962)

Ambassador Polansky was born in New Jersey and raised in New Jersey and
California. He was educated at the University of California, Berkeley, and the
Russian Institute, New York City. After service in the U.S. Navy, he joined the
Department of State in 1952 and was commissioned Foreign Service Officer in
1957. A Russian spiatist, he served in Poznan, East and West Berlin, Moscow,
Vienna and Sofia, Bulgaria, where he served as United States Ambassador from
1987 to 1990. In his tours at the State Department in Washington, D.C. he dealt
primarily with East Europe Affairs. Ambsador Polansky was interviewed by
Charles Stuart Kennedy in 1992.
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Q: You had the choice between Serb@moatian training and Polish training, which | had about
two years later, and | opted for the YugosMhy Polish?

POLANSKY: I don't think it was grofound analysid.thought it was a more important country,
more centrally located, largdt.was not based on any long term calculation about how it would
potentially affect my career.

Q: Mine was based on the much more profound tHifigured thatPoland was flat and
Yugoslavia was mountainous and had a nice seacoast.

POLANSKY: It may very well be that, even though the whole business of the relationship
between Moscow and Tito had been going on, | suspect we were more influenced by the Poznan
riotsin 1956.

Q: During your Polish training, did the expatriate Poles training you, give you a strong
antipathy for the situation in Poland at that time.

POLANSKY: Yes, that's trueOne of the Polish linguists had a fairly prominent brother in
Poland, so tare was that kind of family division or rivalrithink there was a certain amount of
antipathy but there was also a certain amount of pride, in Poland, so there was that kind of
contrastWe were still experimenting with different types of text books sytldbus.There
wasn't an awful lot of bias on their part that would stick out.

*kk

Q: Your first assignment there was to Poznan; you served there from 1959 until 1962 as Deputy
Principal Officer.What was the situation in Poznan during this period.

POLANSKY: The situation was that the consulate had been opened before and then closed, and
we went to open it again.

Q: When had it been closed?

POLANSKY: Maybe 1955 or 1956/ e went with the idea of finding an office building and
accommodations and setjimp a consulatd&efore we arrived, the Embassy had already found a
Polish contractor who was going to do repair work on the buildfggmet him in Warsaw and
then drove down with him and his wife, in several cars, to Pozaal the only accident I've

ever had in my life in a car thehwas driving, what was then, the consulate's j&gpwife had
gone ahead in our cdrtook a curve too fast; it was the fall and there were beet leaves on the
road, and it had rained, and | found myself flipped ovethe sidel wasn't injured] turned off

the ignition and the Pole with me suggested that we get out and see what we cbigld do.
flagged down a trucklThe driver inquired if we were injured and then he said that we should try
and get the jeep upright foee any police come along and cause probléiteswere able to get

the jeep up on its four wheels and it starteée.said we ought to try the 30 miles to Poznan and
he would follow us! appreciated that and everything worked out all rightias a diffeent

attitude and | found that interestinthe local attitude in Poznan towards the American consulate
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was a very warm on&he official attitude-we had a terrible Party First Secretary by the name of
Jan Schidlockwho was obviously out to make a carasra good strong Communiskte would

have as little to do with us as possili*eople in the academic and cultural world, within that
atmosphere, still strong Communist control, were really quite warm and friendly and were
delighted to see usVe were thdirst consulate there at that timEhe Russians came later and
then the British and FrencWe occupied a very favored positidie had a nice building; there
was a fair amount of repair that had to be done Metlived in the basement of the buildifoy
awhile.We did our dishes in the bathtub in the bathrolbmwas a nice atmospheiM/e had a

nice staff; everybody pulled together; it was one of our better experiences.

Q: What was the general impression of the Poles at that time as a Soviet rallgary

POLANSKY: | think we accepted that they were in the Soviet ovlde.had reestablished the
consulate in 195%fter the Polish riots in 195@he feeling was that the Russians were there,
they had control, the Poles would do what they had td mlever really got the feeling that they
would do something in a whole hearted way if it came to that militarilgre were a lot of
Soviet bases in western Poland that were off limits td thenk there was a certain amount of
necessary toleration on tpart of the Poles with respect to the Soviet military.

Q: What about working there in terms of the security problefi&?e are the security police
who were working hard to compromise you to do thibgd.that work very well?

POLANSKY: We arrived in Penan after some preliminary negotiatiombe building had been
given to us that would serve as the consulate as had the apartment for the Principal Officer, an
apartment for the Secretaiyitially, we lived in the basement of the buildirighat worked at

very well; it gave us a way to meet some Pdlés.drove down from Warsaw, to Poznan, with

the Polish contractor who had been given the job of renovating the building and we struck up a
nice working relationship with hinHe did his business and we madveto the consulatéVe

were aware of the likelihood that the Poles had the opportunity to do what they wanted with the
building, whether the contractor was in cahoots with the secret police or not.

Q: We are talking about listening devices and the like?

POLANSKY: Yes.We must have had three or four visits by our own security people and they
could not find anythingAt one more visit, | think quite by chance, one of the SY people found a
small hole behind a radiator in traditional fashidhey took theadiator out and began chipping
away and lo and behold, there was a listening desi¢tellowed out dowel went from the

surface of the wall, back to this listening devitevas traced down through the basement, under
the driveway, into the next yard, weh was the school for Polish kid&ll of this work was

going on, tearing up the building, and none of the Polish employees asked a single question
about what was going oithat was the only devidbat we found; there may have been others.
We deactivatethat and that obviously a clear warning that they had that capability and were
using it.In that sense, we saw it, knew it was th&ve. tried to have a secure room where we
could have our conversations and keep our classified mat&vialassume, althgin we have no
way of knowing, that that room was not penetrabederms of the apartments, we simply
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warned people that they had to be careful about what theinsgayms of physical security, |
don't think we had any feeling that we were under ang &irphysical threat.

Q: What about the use of provocateuiidtere was the case of the General Service Officer who
was caught in the classic "honey" trap. A Polish employee got him to divulge secrets.

POLANSKY: There was that possibilitWhile | was thee, we had a single secretary and a
single USIA officer.| think we were aware of it, but as far as we could tell, there was no
systematic, concerted effort, to compromise anyone at the conSMterew about the case in
Warsaw.

Q: What about your relans with our Embassy in Warsaw®dw did they use Poznan, or did
you do your own thing?

POLANSKY: I think we had a certain sense of being pioneers being out in the western part of
Poland and spent a fair amount of time getting around our district toeenmgadpatever kind of
political, economic, and sociological reporting that we could do, which went to the Embassy and
the Embassy sent it on to Washingtdre took part, sporadically, in Embassy staff meeting.

There was no real effort to have a coherembydinated reporting plan and to feel part of the
EmbassyWe didn't feel that we weren't but we did feel a sense of being on our own.

Q: How about Jake Beam as Ambassadtftfat was your impression of him?

POLANSKY: It was a junior officetAmbassador sbof relationshipYou stand in awd. think

both with him and with Walt Stoessel, there was a good, cordial relationship, but it was one of
physical remove, and then there was the difference of age and hakgood relations with

both of them.

Q: Howabout on the consular sid€¥d you find your office was pretty heavily involved in
immigration and social security?

POLANSKY: We were fortunate in that we did not issue vigdisthe visa work was done in
Warsaw and we simply referred people to Warawmmigrant or visitor visasNe did some
American protection work, but not a Idh. effect we were there for political and in part for
economic and commercial reasonBere was an annual Poznan trade fair at which the U.S.
government had a rather sie building which we usedlthough we didn't conduct an awful
lot of commercial activity, that plus the political reporting and representation, were really our
main functionsThe consular functions at that point, in the first years that we were Wene,
really secondary.

Q: Were you there during the Berlin Wall crisis at the end of 1@##i2hat have any impact?
POLANSKY: That's a good questiohdon't recall it having any major impact either in terms of
our reporting or our sense of physicale#y. | don't recall it closing down the situation or our

ability to get around western Polandhink that before we had arrived, the ability for diplomats
to drive, unhindered, through East Germany, to Berlin, that was no longer thé/eadieln't
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reamgnize East Germany, so we were told that we couldn't go through East Germany at that time.
| really don't recall that the building of the Wall created an increased sense of foreboding or
heightened tension.

WILLIS CONOVER
Voice of America: Music USA, Washington, DC
Trip to Warsaw (1959)

Willis Conover was born in New York in 1920 into a military family and served in
the US Army abroad in World War Il. An amateur vocalist, he became a popular
disc jockey in Washington, D.C. and later joined the Voidenoérica producing

its foreign broadcasts. Specializing in American jazz, his program known as VOA
Music USA was immensely popular abroad, particularly in Russia and Eastern
Europe. The Conover name became a symbol of American jazz at home and
abroad. Mr.Conover died in 1996.

Q: Is that the way the Polish program is handled today?

CONOVER: Actually, the program that | do to Poland today is done somewhat differently. | do

the program in the studio, in English, and with music, onto tape. The tape is@gRenata

Lipinskait hat 6s her broadcast name. She edits the
that part of what | say that has been kept on the tape, and also puts what she is going to say in
Polish onto the script, and it goes back and forghntext day. | am in the control room with the

engineer, she is here in the studio, and we each have a copy of the script, and we go back and

forth between me (and the music) on tape and her on microphone onto still another tape, and that

is what is broadeat . ltdés just a slightly different way

Q: Back to the fifties. What were the early signs of success for the program, aside from Marie
finding somebody who asked about you at an exhibit?

CONOVER: Well, the early signs of success were leftera a number of different parts of the

world, including the Soviet Unionn ot as many as there were | iste
easy for people to write to someone at the Voice of America in Washington from anywhere in

the Soviet Union. Then thereare also articles appearing in newspapers in other countries about

the program.

And | must say that when it was decided that | should go to meet my listeners in a number of

different countries, | got my itinerary and announced on tape, on programsrtadedst while

| was traveling, where | was that day, where
next day, and so forth. The most unforgettable experience of that first trip, in 1959, was my

arrival at the airport in Warsaw, Poland. Lookmg the window of the plane when we landed, |

saw at the foot of the ramp some people with cameras, people with tape recorders, some little
girls carrying flowers, and a big crowd behin
till whoeverthab s f or gets off, and | was the | ast per
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cheering started from behind the fence. It was for me. They had heard me say on my program
that that was when | was going to arrive.

| was met at the ramp and handed the floyweiffecial Polish flowers, picture taken, tape

recorder, Radio Warsaw welcoming you to Poland, etc., and a representative of the United States
Information Agency, who was in the American embassy there, also met me. We came out of the
terminal, all these mgle surrounding me, and a band started playing, 20 or 30 musicians. We

got into the embassy car, driving into town, and people were bicycling and motorcycling

alongside the car and waving at me inside, an
on here?0 He said, ATonight and tomorrow nigh
their own expense, to perform for you at the National Philharmonic Hall, to show you what
theydove | earned from your broadcasts. o

This was incredible. | was intdoced from the stagel was sitting in the front row with a bunch

of peoplel the place was absolutely packethtroduced from the stage, and the applause went

on so long | rose to acknowledge the ahatpl ause
| finally had to get up on stage and say something myself.

WILLIAM M. WOESSNER
Consular Officer
Warsaw (19601962)

William Woessner was born in 1931 in Queens, New York. He attended Queens
College. He later received a Fulbright Scholarship whimbkthim to Glasgow
University. He then returned to the United States and attended Northwestern
University. He served in the Korean War and then entered the Foreign Service in
1956. His career took him to Germany, Austria, and London. Mr. Woessner was
interviewed byCharles StuarKennedyin 1999.

Q: You were there from 1960 to when?
WOESSNER1962, a two year assignment.
Q: Who was the ambassador?

WOESSNER:Jake Beam, but not for the whole tinie left a year later and was succeeded by
John Moors CaboBoth men were exceptionally competent.

Q: How did you see Poland when you arrived in 19607?
WOESSNERYou were struck by how shabby things weélreere is a smell to Eastern Europe
and | encountered it there for the first tildmost from the outset,developed a very high

regard for the Polish peopl€his amazing spirit, this vitality surrounded by deprivation that
never seemed to get them dowor did they ever seem intimidatethere were always ways
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around.They had a wicked sense of humor, whicds a saving grac®/e became very friendly

with many PolesDuring the first year, there was no problem having them to the house for

parties, doing things with them, going to their honvés.were struck by the Polish sense of

hospitality and | came to riéze later that this was really a Slavic traditidau cannot do

anything for a Pole or give anything to a Pole without it being reciprocated in full measure and

then someThat becomes hard when you know how little these people heareember at one

po nt Bi |l |l Buell 6s wife, Jeanne, and the Titus
traveling around Poland just to see some thivgs were on our way to Krakowe went

through Czestojowa, which is where the great shrine is, the Black Madonma, Méusy

appeared in the clouds and the Poles defeated the Swedish army and drove them back.

This is still a place of great pilgrimagehe regime did everything possible to discourage

pilgrims. The train service would be cut off and you would be harassedy ou di dndét sho
work. Nonetheless, they came from all over Poland on foot, quite remarkaiy\way, we went

through Czestojowa and while the other four were off doing something, | wandered on my own

and struck up a conversatiddne thing led t@notherlIt was a very nice lady.played it dumb,

sayi ng, fiWhat &hkeegptained p mewhat areimpertant feast day it was and that
pilgrims were coming fromallovet. s ai d, AThWeédsefascowmmatway.t o
She sakoWd?WhiyKmwa ul d you lgo atiad , Kriiadhkeo wwadv e no pl an
obviously this town is overfiledT her e woul d be nShetloogbtamomemt at i ons
and said, fAWhy donétSlyeudicdme@t hskamedy, wirfieThh anhted?so

exttaodi nary, very hospitablktés ot joustamy, widm I
actually $Sheet peoght. dabout that a | i tYaul e whi | «
shoul d al | Withthatehe btleers eeappeared and | explathatwe had all been

invited to go home with her. We went along with some misgivihgs.s ai d, A What wi | |
husban®&hsagaod, HObnoOjtuwtortrgki ng our son to c:
home this evening and a6iltl wnakle bae Wachnrge gshtltd rws it shh
around in the Iiving room and by t fAhes ti me it
husband comes hom/e hear whispering atthedodor. sai d, A Thi s i s where

t i c Khastmang verydll, stood in the doorway, looked down at us in the small living room and
said, AWhere there are guest s iThatwhshtkle bokeu s e, t
out the vodka, we broke out the scotch, and she ran and got some tomatoes ananohmade

a little meal for usWe got very jolly.This was really irresponsible ofus. f i nal | 'y sai d,
ités so nice being with you and enjoying your
stay here tonightt would be too dangersuo youWe 6 r e not | ustWeAdmee i can |
actually from th&8hembasdy fNimhWar mm@8&f@ed no di ff
Gomul k a, I woul dnét haveNdadw,r eldd m phemthushaiod aiodi. 6
said the same thino,that night in their small house, they cleared room for the five of us and

in the evening we went up on the mountainside with the pilgrims with all those candles, the
processions, the singing, hymns you never hear in the Weste are Polish hymns thata

hauntingly beautifull am not Catholic, but like the rest of the pilgrims when that whole

mountainside erupted in song, we just sank to our knees anditvied. so powerfullt almost

epitomizes what Poland was all about during the two years wetheeelt made a lasting

impressionYet the other side of the picture was a persistent, virulentSamiitism that defies

all logic. Perfectly normal decent, warm human beings who would risk their lives for you, show

great courage and bravery, stilldhthis ugly quirkThey woul d say, fAEveryboc
American Congress is controlled by Jews and the American media is controlled by them and the
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Jews are running thetédosmmumeée sthategi mer bewer &
communist apparatubut the truth was, in Poland, there were very few Jéhasy had been

wiped out.That to me is something | never squared in my own mind with these people, whom |

|l oved and admired in so many other ways, but

Q: I talked to one mn who was in the 1970s in Polaie said that as far as he was concerned,
there probably were two or three dedicated co
much real belief in communism.

WOESSNERQUuite right.There was opportunisrithere wasio Walter Ulbricht in Poland.

These people came to terms with a superior power and one they had lived with on their borders
for 1,000 yearsSo, they made dd.here was an inner resistance, a psychological resist@hce.
course, the role of the Church thg those years was incrediblehe churches were filled to
overflowing at every Mask and with young people, not just the eldefiizere has been a lot
written about thisThe Church was a powerful political forédéow in the last 10 years, things

look dfferent. But in those years, to be Polish was to be Catholic, to be Catholic was to be
Polish.It was indivisible.Of course, the Ukrainians and the White Russians had all §tedan

took the eastern half of Polanthe Jews had been exterminated ardGermans had been

driven out of the wesBo, what was left in the rump Polish state after Yalta was 98% ethnically
Polish and catholic.

Q: Did you find any reflection of cynicism about Marxist Leniniswas serving at about the
same time in Yugoslavi@ihere were courses in Marxist Leninist this and newspajpées; were
just filled with gobbledygook of communist rhetowéas this going on then?

WOESSNEROf course, the government, the official organs, were going overtime on it, but
absolutely nobodjook any of this seriously¥ynicism is no word for itlt was just an

understanding that the regime said one thing but nobody believdtie was a naive faith in
America.America was still the fabled lan¥ou would drive out in the country in an eadsy

car or your own per s o Paesantcwould gatmedaroyndAuréed ygoeut st
from AmeYeéeca?@&¥oar emud8t knkevd anyi rt oesisdirtfofating.. o

Any American space triumph or other success, the Poles weranjubiler it. The preAmerican

sympathy was just extraordinary.

Q: In the Consular Section, you must have run across the fact that Chicago has more Poles in_
Chicago is the second largest Polish city in the world next to Wak&&nre you running into
refledions of the PoliskAmerican_

WOESSNEROverwhelming.The immigrant rolls had been reopen&bdat was part of the
liberalization.We dusted off the old registration books from the early 195@sple had been

registered in 1951, 1952, and hereyouateline 196 0s and yolhé&rewwasgpr oces
lot of validation that had to be don&ere the people who signed then really the same people?

The waiting room was something to see, especially in the wirttertrains would come in from

all over Polandluring the night and by 6:00 am the crowd in front of the Consular Section was
enormousUsually, somebody would come down early and let them come in out of the cold.

Then as they streamed into that huge waiting room, our clerks would go and man tfdeesk.
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other thing that happened was, as the temperature rose, they wore those great big, hairy
sheepskin coats and then the fleas started to pofowou had fleas jumping all over the
place.The memories that come back of thatd then interviewing thee peoplelt was a chance

to use my FSI Polish, but you quickly found out that that Polish and the Polish these peasants
spoke were some distance aphenjoyed it.I enjoyed using the languag&gain, you had a

sense of helping people.

Q: What about ommunist oriented organizationsassume there was a Polish Communist
Youth.

WOESSNERFor those, it was just routine, pro forma memberdhipas not a bar to

immigration.But yes, there were a lot of sticky cases that came up, especially if there was

something on file that somebody had denounced somebtyghd to get at the root of thdthad

more thanonerunn wi t h t he Department in which there
been clarified in which a visa was deniediould appeal it andharshal as much evidence as |

could. That could take a disproportionate amount of time. There was a mindset back in
Washington that @ Wh e nfhesethindsojaulnad to déabewdtpvery he m o u't
seriously.l got a lot of satisfaction out of thaqd.

Q: Where were the denunciations coming from?

WOESSNERY o u d i d rrbetinfokmatmmwas classifie.ou coul dnét confro
potential immigrant with the sourck.required a lot of resourceful work, getting testimonials

and evidencetothecoaryihow do you get evidence to the co
youor e _

Ql would think youdd be r unniThegnormal peasani@ad e t r o

no problemBut when youbre getting into what would

WOESSNER:Exactly. That is where the problem canidhese were people who were in many

other ways the most qualified and would make the best new citizeese were Poles who went

to the U.S. after | fought one of these battles back and forth with the Depadnd for years

afterwards, | would get Christmas cards in which they would tell me what they were doing, how

they had prospered, how their sons were now going to American college8.s st or ybook
JustwonderfulSo, people woulduofeent shiy, dbhGaotdd sc onnostu |
car eer aBuvitavasopersomally&ery, very satisfying.

Q: This is my field.

WOESSNERThis was before the days of consular coses.there was a widespread sense that
if you wanted to earn your tické doing political or economic work, then you had to do
consular workThat often resulted in what you described before as cynitiaas on the Board

of Examiners when we had the consular cone introdute@s much better.

Q: Did you have problemsith people who might have been tainted or were suspected of war
crimes during WWII?
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WOESSNERI] cannot remember a singlecase. won o6t say there could no
but, no, that was not a real issue at the consulate in Wdfsathe noAimmigrants, it would be

bona fidesHow do you establish that they really will come baEk? the immigrants, it was

more to whom were they going and would we be
Once again, those refugee organizations with which Waa#ed in Vienna were active in

Poland, too.

Q: Were you doing any political reporting on the side?

WOESSNERVery little. Jake Beam sent me up to Gdansk when the first shipment43®L

grain arrived in a huge tanker. The military attaches swarmesgeaillime.l would be going to an

area that was militarily out of boundehey wanted me to observe things in the harbor and this,

that, and the other thinghe harbor was sensitive and out of bounds. When | arrived, there was a
launch flying an American dlg waiting to take me on a tour of the har@drere was a great-+o

do made about the shipmemhe grain was very important for Poland at that tixering my

time there, a huge mountain of zlotys managed to pil@logy paid for the grain in local

currency. So, that was one exampknother time | drove my parents to Auschwigheila was
expecting our third chiOndhe waybackhvee ranintmWarsam d ¢ o u
Pact maneuver3his was in Septembdr. r e me mber s ay iwangyoutmjotmy f at he
down the | icense numlkEerythingwasoatheknovblyfatheegotgs@ i ng b
excited. His son, the spit.was not really spying/Ne were going along and he was on his

second pad of papdr. sai d, fAYou kstoawpp®dd,d,yodolwle llgevte t o
got back and turned this all over to the Army attaché and he said anytime | wanted to change
careers, he could get me a job in military intelligence. (not likgly)those things were really

few and far betweerll the time we were doing things that had a political significance and

those things would be reportdglt we were seven of us in the Consular Section, including

doing citizenship workThere were six in the reporting sectiowée cal | ed oursel ves
S e v eAnthabtime, the EC had the Inner Six and the Outer S8lere was a certain amount

of pride among the seven of us.

Q: Who was your supervisor and what was his or her background?

WOESSNERThe head of the Consular Section when | arrivedkvaacis T. Underhill, just a
marvelous human being with a wonderful wife who was a great Foreign Service rhhgpet
where Francis had been, but most of his career had been spent iHeABrashed as
ambassador to Malaysia.

Q: He just died a montbr two ago.

WOESSNERWe remained very close friends.fact, | was calling to arrange our next-get
together (They would come up and visit us every second year or we would go down and see
them in North Carolina) and Francis had just died that morkiagvas a great human being,
one of the finest drafting officers | ever encountekéid.ability with the English languagen
retirement down in North Carolina, among other things, he continued to write a column for a
local newspapet.have saved many oivse columnsThey were all done with wit and erudition
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and good judgement and good instidathn Davis succeeded hidohn went on to make a great
name for himself as ambassador to Pol&¥id.have also remained very cloket 6 s i nt er est i
bonds yodorm in those early years in the Foreign Servideey can be really strong and lasting.

It was a good sectiohMorale was very highwe felt that what we were doing was very
important.It was fun.

Q: You said that about halfway through this 198162 peiod, the Gomulka period ended and
the secret service started.

WOESSNERThey began to crack down again.
Q: How were we reading that and how did it affect the embassy work?

WOESSNERThe most dramatic evidence of it was that your Polish friends sfaftiag off.

You would get a phone call the day of the dinner paftyWe c¢ a n dYbu were beeng 0

tailed. The surveillance was a lot more intrusive and obvidises were jostled in the markets.

Art Ol sen of #fAThe New Yo re#twhileihenveas awagisa,the hi s hom
tapping of your phone&verything was more obvioughat contributed to a certain dampening.

But the work went onYou did the best you coul@he Poles remained more courageous than

ever, the risks they would take in treeé of this kind of intimidation.

Q: Were you picking up the fortunes of the great S&adish friendship?

WOESSNERONh, come onThe hatred and fear of the Soviets was the hatred and fear of the

Russians which was hatred and fear that was 1,000 gielafichis was tribalThis was so deep

in the Polish soulThere was no fooling about Here was this poor country with no natural

bordersTo the east, they have the mighty Russian Beathe west, they have the Germans.

The fearinbred wasequal, expt t hat to the east it was tinge
the Poles are the superior people to these mi
Teutons, their cultural superiority.

Q: Were you picking up through the embassy throughrther Six and other colleagues a
feeling about whither Poland at this timé®as Poland looked upon as a solid member militarily
of the Warsaw Pact?

WOESSNERWe would read the analyses of the entire Warsaw Pact, how reliable they were.

Every time the Pgagon did a Sandkastenspiel, this would be factordglinthe truth is, in

terms of the whole structure of the Warsaw Pa
wasnot muWhethdr @ rotlaeyPolish army would remain loyal .You couléd gi

various scenarios of circumstancBst in the end, that was not a make or break fattteras

one of these things that was of interest, but nobody really thought that the Polish army would

make the differencéf the stakes were high, the Soviets wbdb it themselves.

Q: Did you work with the case of Scarbet¢k@w did that affect you all?
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WOESSNERScarbeck, we all knew him welle was general services officétis wife was
Germanborn, a very nice ladylhey seemed to be a devoted couple, so wespy case broke,
it was like a thunderclapde had gone out to Frankfuiithe Polish secret police caught him in a
compromising situatiorShe had been forced to work for them.

Q: He had a girlfriend.

WOESSNERHe had a girlfriend, ye§ h e d i ri fordhe embassy, but she certainly

worked for themHe was caught and they had incriminating evidence onThe stuff he

actually gave to them when we reviewed it all, in hindsight, was nothing that made any

difference Jake Beam at one point sdid think it was his wragup of his years in Polaridfi |

wi sh this was something the Poles could read,
ScarbeckThen came the trial back hefiéhe embassy was emptied olihe ambassador, the

DCM, the whole Inner i There were two of us left at post one weekdrtk other officer was

Jack Scanlan, who also went on to a very long and illustrious career in Poland and elsewhere in
Eastern Europe and Yugoslavaa c k s ai d, @ We @linld, 46y onus@me @am tO0

¢ h a r Thhecase was stunning, but really had no impact on morale.

Q: Was there concerns as you traveled around about the Polish secret police trying to
compromise peopleDid you have to travel in pairs?

WOESSNERWEe did travel in pairdNo effort was ever made that | knew of to compromise me.

| went off with Jack Scanlan on a memorable trip to get out and see som&étkiagrived in

Rzeszow in southeastern Poladdck was more experiencete had already had a tour in the

Soviet Unionl was appdéd at what a wretched, shabby town this wasmember going into

this miserable hotel and commenting to Jack how awful everythingivas. s ai d, ABi | |
know what you dafyoe tooka trakniinfMgscawlard loaided it up with ordinary

Soviet citizens and it was a closed train and you drove them through the night and you opened
the doors here i n Rzeszow,Thdtiayavedbeen &dlight hi nk t
exaggeration, but it showed that all things are relative. The Padiskdard of living was higher

than the Russian standard of liviidut, no, other than phones being tapped, obvious

surveillance, there was nothing more dangerous tharNbbbdy got really roughed up.

Q: You were a collegial groupVere there any intiectual activities going on, plays,
newspapers, poetry that showed a sign ofcamformity?

WOESSNEROh, yes Almost all of it had an undercurrent that was very subileany country

in which there is censorship and suppression, creative peopladedious ways and subtle

ways to get the message through and the Poles were particularly good&tdahatas true in

books, poetry there was a very lively cultural life in Pol&@ahsidering the Nazi slaughter and

the Soviet slaughter of the eliteskhno | and, it was amazing there he
was revivingMovies, for instance.

Q:In 1962, you had had your Austrian and Polish experied®at happened then?

WOESSNERThe second half of the language and area studies kicked in asdskent home to
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Columbia University to the Eastern European Departnidrg.idea was that | would do a paper
under BrzezinskiThat is what | had asked for. Unfortunately, that was the year that he took a
sabbatical and waBubibwss kiadcof fun\b&ng back aCuaiversitpb i a .
although when youdére married and have three
different from being single, footloose, and fancy figet | took it all seriouslyl did an honors

paper on Polandt was on the role of the ChurdBut it really was in fulfilment of the fact that

this was part of language AND area studiegias a little bit crazy having it afterwardghe

truth is, for all that investment in me as an Eastern European specialigy Went back to

Eastern Europe or the Soviet Unidfly next assignment was Berlin and that changed

everything.

HENRY A. CAHILL
General Service Officer
Warsaw (19611962)

Political Officer
Warsaw (19631964)

Henry A. Cahill was born and raised in Mattan until the age of twelve when

he and his parents moved to BostGahill graduated from the Boston Latin
School and returned to New York City to attend Manhattan Collégen
graduation, Cahill was accepted to Columbia University for an MA in
compardive literature, but declined to enter the Army Language School in
Monterey He then took the Foreign Service Exam in 1956 and passed to begin
his career in Foreign Servicéle has also served in Oslo, Belgrade, Montevideo,
Lagos, Colombo and Bombalhe nterview was conducted by Charles Stuart
Kennedy on July 29, 1993.

CAHILL: In April, 1961, my orders said political officer in Ottawa. Heartbreak. | wanted
Eastern Europe, not Canada.

Q: Yes, itisn't very exciting.

CAHILL: | talked to others from vans embassies who had been there and they said, "Well,
there are some good things about Ottawa only three hours from Montreal." Then close to
my departure communications officer Jimmy Kelly swept into my office shouting: "Harry,
Harry, here's the céh You're going to Warsaw!" | hugged and kissed him.

There were three children now, Sylvia born in Oslo by the customary Norwegian natural
childbirth method. Our ocean voyage home took ten days at sea because of storms. The kids
made a colorful trio intteir Norwegian sweaters and hats on landing in New Ydik.and AP
photographed them, and news photos appeared all over America. For months we received
clippings from people.
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One evening as | walked from my motel in Virginia to the laundromat with tileedon in tow,

| saw the headline of an evening paper. It was in color. An American Embassy officer was a spy
for the Reds in Warsaw. He had occupied the GSO slot | was going to. The report said he had
been seduced by a gorgeous woman agent. | thouglght have been chosen as a replacement
because | still had a crewcut and maybe looked innocent.

Q: What was the spy's name?
CAHILL: Scarbeck.
Q: Yes, Scarbeclt least at that time he was the only Foreign Service officer who had done this.

CAHILL: | always felt he wasn't a real Foreign Service officer. He transferred in from a Defense
Department civilian admin job in Germany. In those years we had many such transfers as "lateral
entry" into admin and consular positions. The results were uneven. Takmgand spots, some

of these people were insecure and made life miserable for-tawking career FSOs.

Q: Because these people, quite frankly, were of a different tlassnot talking about socially,
| am talking about intellectually.

CAHILL: Theirthinking process was often different. Their values too.

Q: Like "What's in it for me?" Many of them had been in the military service and hung around.
Essentially, you are not talking about retired master sergeants, you are talking about retired
staff segeants.

CAHILL: Or overweight excorporals. Scarbeck fitted this category.

Q: He got involved with a Polish woman who was a set up and he gave out some papers. It
wasn't that earth shaking, it is just that people remember it.

CAHILL: Yes, he first hadraAmerican wife, then a German wife. Then he formed a

relationship with a Pole after coming to Poland. Emphasis on local cultural penetration. His
Polish friend came to see me to claim luggage confiscated in Frankfurt. Poor Ursula was not an
attractive peson. The GSO staff smiled and shook their heads, saying "Boss, we never
understood this either." Thus | started as GSO.

Q: This was General Services Officer.

CAHILL: Yes, a job often looked down upon but one in which an officer could do much to raise
thequality of life and could also observe the local scene. It proved to be a very creative job. The
first half of my 3year tour was in this position and the second half was as political officer.

Our embassy chancery was in a 16th century inn, a tempaary till our new super modern

and microphonénfested chancery was built a mile away. We were totally dependent on
ourselves for supply and maintenance. The GSO crew was huge. We did everything from operate
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a commissary to build houses to repair cars twlgter furniture. | saw we needed to take

initiatives in several areas. For example, we were buying petrol from our British colleagues for
our private and official cars. Its octane rating was very low, price very high. We should buy
guality American gasale. So | negotiated with ESSO refinery in Hamburg and the West and
East German railways and soon we began to sell gas to the entire diplomatic community at
bargain prices. Cars no longer hiccuped. The British realized their people were also gaining, but
they still wondered about my Irish name.

Our furniture was dreadful, used castoffs from the military occupation of Germany. It probably
came with Scarbeckew regulations said we could exchange old furniture for new, selling and
then buying with the proeels. So | negotiated with the Air Force which needed practice flying
over Poland. They carried tons of old surplus furniture from German warehouses to Warsaw. We
took possession and then sold the stuff to needy Poles and needy foreign diplomats. | used the
large profits to buy the latest fashion rugs and furniture from Denmark. We staged a series of
outdoor auctions, often in the snow and cold, with me yelling in Polish as auctioneer. People
came from all over. They were jolly times. We sold off all the okkd military items. Our

homes became bright and cheerful with beautiful Scandinavian furnishings at no cost to the
Government. Morale soared.

We expanded the Commissary and installed a large frozen food section. We cut prices and
greatly increased inmory. To subsidize this the commissary started a "travel agency division".
After buying old embassy cars at auction, we would rent them out to official and other visitors
for trips to such places as Chopin's birthpla@gganized a dlay ski trip to theCarpathian
Mountains over Lincoln's Birthday weekend. Virtually the whole mission went. The British
Embassy doctor who looked after the health of the diplomatic community also went. His name
was Sheehan. Again the UK wondered about Irish influence. Hnesefew examples of GSO
activity.

The only occupational hazard was the "name day party". In Poland you don't celebrate your
birthday but the day of the saint whose name you carry. You never get older thAs\tias .
GSO/Admin staff was enormous, we sl to be celebrating every other night. We would all
gather in the carpentry shop as Michael or Stanislaw or Wladislaw or Kristina hosted a
wonderful party. Vodka supplemented by industrial alcohol and smuggled tomatoes and pickles
and dark bread and bett And we would sing, sing, sing. Polish songs still ring through my

head. First came the rousing, happy songs. Then late at night, soaked with vodka, came the
tearful renditions of World War Il songs like the "Red Mother of Monte Cassino". A number of
my working comrades in Warsaw had fought there.

The Poles had the greatest zestful spirit of any people | have known. They do not use the word
for "tired". They use the word for "burned out". They go forward until they drop. They possess
great talents. Mydmiration for them is very deep.

Q: There is a large graveyard in Monte Cassino and a Polish memorial. Many are buried there.

CAHILL: And when one goes there it breaks your heart. One reads the ages on those crosses and
sees how old the soldiers weTldey were not boysThese were men with families who had
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given so many years of their lives to war and combat and suffering. On each cross was a rosary
and beneath the beads were the name and birth date.

Q: Who was the ambassador at the time?

CAHILL: My first ambassador was Jake Beam who was serious and able. Soon came John
Moors Cabot of the Boston Cabots who was a hearty, patrician, colorful, old line veteran, a grand
gentleman of the Foreign Serviéée had a wonderful wife, Elizabeth, who was a loviagjng

mother to all of us. A truly lovable lady. There was a sense of joy and camaraderie with them.
We worked hard in difficult political times in the early 1960's, but there was fun. | remember the
costume balls and Marine Balls in the old inn's lolibiye time the Ambassador came as Robin
Hood, tall and dignified, striding in through the ancient front door. Snow fell from his Sherwood
Forest boots.

Contrasting with those events were the security precautions against riots. International issues like
Cubahad the Polish commissars often brewing a new riot or attack on the chancery. Another key
factor in making the mission a happy, productive place was Admin officer Pat Kelly, another
great man of the Service. Gracious, giving, bright, with a colossal $atiand | had a favorite

plan of defense. We mobilized all the mission's baseball bats and planned to smash each hostile
skull as it came through the lobby entrance. We waited and waited but never got the opportunity.

Q: Oh, yes, there would be demaatibns. What were your security problems at the tiMe@
were in a hostile country.

CAHILL: The government was very hostile. A great bureaucracy of government workers
depended on this state of hostility and suspicion. Politicians stayed in power lygloavit.

But the people liked u$.can remember that even Army officers we met on the road somewhere
as we went through checkpoints would quietly say, "God bless the American Army, just tell
them what we really think." I think the Poles genuinely lothelUnited Stated hey had

cousins, uncles, children in Americ&ome countries do genuinely like us and the Poles did then.
But the leader did not.

Q: Who was this?

CAHILL: Gomulka. Poor old Gomulka with his ascetic, grim face. His men watched ulyclose
They cleverly slipped microphones into the hollow metal reinforcing bars of our new chancery as
it was being built. Everything we said was recorded to our detriment. The whole place was
effectively bugged. My chair in the political section sat on amgy/lmicrophone. This reflects

poorly on our own security people as the construction operation was supposed to have been
monitored carefully.

When we moved in | reverted to political officer in a tman section. One extremely good
aspect of our East Euregn posts was their small size. The host government limited personnel.
Thus responsibility and scope of work were large and varied.

My main areas were Germddolish relations and Chur¢btate affairs. The former brought me
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into contact with outstanding @ean officials. | must say that throughout my career the German
Foreign Service has always shown top quality. Chi®tztte affairs were important and exciting.
Much of my time was spent gathering information. The regime did not like this. I ran a
clandestine network that featured many people in strange places. The information flowed in. The
secret police bounded after me. In one example, word came that the Organ School, the last
musical school of the Church, was going to be raided and closed down. Tsatppased to be

top secret. The militia would do the task before anyone could defend or cry out, and then silence
would descend. The info was relayed to Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty. Within hours the
word came back over the public airwaves: "ThesPogjovernment is about to forcibly close the

last music school of the Catholic Church in Polarttere will be no more organists trained, no

more sacred music published." The authorities backed off and were furious. Our very good DCM
Bud Sherer kept a ruimg betting book giving odds on how soon | would be PNGed.

Our children were patient about being exploited. | would say, "Kids, we're going on a picnic to
explore Lublin today." They would have to get up early. Their sleepy little heads would nod as
we bainced over the roads to some grim destination chosen because papa wanted to scout. But
children lent a protective covering.

| remember another trip with our Chinese expert Al Harding, one more great guy who made the
post what it was. A black Mercedes wglowering crew was behind us as we exited a church

near the Soviet border. We drove into a national park primeval forest which once served as
Goering's hunting preserve, and the gatekeeper slammed the gates behind us. We had a permit,
the others did noWWe camped in the back of my station wagon. Late at night the tail returned
searching the woods with flashlights. We stayed warm. They stood and froze in the cold autumn
night. We waved at the wretched pair as we drove out the next morning.

Q: But you werdollowed everywhere?

CAHILL: Yes. It became a game. Endless chases. Various ruses. Once | switched coats and cars
with the Air Attaché. Quickly | learned how tightly he and his foreign military attaché pals

worked. They would park in strategic pointsiward the city. When they saw our attaché's car
approaching they would pull out as | passed and blockotieh nearly causing wrecks.

Q: How did we see the Poles and the Party at that particular time? We are talking about the
early 0660s.

CAHILL: Grim yeas-- 1962, 1963, 1964/Ne faced an impasse bilaterally. The Party slavishly
followed the Soviet lead. Party membership was used to gain perks, not to help the people.
Someone walking with an orange in a string bag would cause a food riot. All thingswsbret
supply except political sloganeering. Greyness and more grayness and the smell of old cabbage
were the hallmarks of Warsaw. This and mud.

| think the average political hack hated us. The police bosses would have cut our throats. But |
have seriousloubts about the will of the armed forces. | had no collisions with them, even in the
darkest times. In the Cuban crisis the rail line across Poland was a crucial supply link. It was the
only EastWest line to the ports which sent missiles and other méd¢o Cuba. We had to
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monitor that line and the roads that led to Czechoslovakia and East Germany. The birth of our
fourth child Irene in Frankfurt provided a good reason to follow the key road and rail bed
westward. A very competent Marine and | headedt in an embassy station wagon carrying

items for delivery in Frankfurt, our main support base. Hugging the railroad we scanned
everything that moved. Late at night in Czechoslovakia near the West German border we saw
masses of soldiers moving forwardmad) the road heading west. We put on our full lights, eased
the car around to see wide angle. Not assault troops. Many were holding hands with girls. A big
dance had just ended and the soldiers were streaming back to camp. Soon thereafter we crossed
the bader at Waidhaus. The sleepy old German border guard yawned and shuffled to raise the
fence across the road. The moment could not have been more peaceful. Not so in Nirnberg
where | was later debriefed by the US Seventh Army. They were ready to fight.

Q: Did you have any contact as political officer with the Communist Party of Poland? What
were you seeing and reporting?

CAHILL: My ties with the government were limited. | avoided the Party. | wanted a low profile.
My work was mainly focused on church masteand building an infeontact network. Beyond

this | knew journalists and people from different professions who provided feedback on popular
feelings. People connected with the churtdwyers, teachers, janitors as well as clergiere
amazing in theiabsolute faith that the Church would triumph. | saw it being beaten into the
ground by ingenious means, but they were right. Many memories stand out. One event was the
annual feast of St. Mary at the fortified monastery of Jasna Gora. Hundreds of tisooiSBoles
made the pilgrimage on foot. | was the only diplomat to enter those walls and mix with the
bishops. Most of them seemed fearless, totally dedicated, men of granite. In 1963 | met the
Bishop of Krakow and a young lawyer from South Africa namathény. Anthony became a

close friend. In 1992, the same trio came together again in St. Peter's in Rome. Anthony, having
given up his law practice to enter the seminary, was ordained by the former Krakow bishop who
was now Pope. Impressive each week \masstene at virtually every Catholic church in Poland.
Overcapacity congregations flowed out into the street and literally blocked the trolley tracks in
cities. The people sang through the entire Mass. The Church provided the principal means to
express reistance to a despised regime.

In addition to churctstate, our political reporting focused on the ebb and flow of leaders, human
rights violations, trends in national feelings, cooperation with the USSR, building of
relationships with other countries. @ the Poles acted as middlemen and stalking horses for

the Soviets. Very important was the development of German relations, especially the finalization
of the borders. The embassy was also the contact place where the United States conferred with
the Peofe's Republic of China. Bit by bit, we were working toward the3ii% detente of 1972.

Another responsibility for me was running a translation service with a British embassy partner.
Each morning in an ancient house in the Old Town our Polish natiaffalveuld screen the

press for key news, translate the articles, and publish a fairly fat compilation by early afternoon.
This joint service provided most of the material for diplomatic community pondering and
reporting. | would do the editing. | also supised the travel office, the unit which issued visas

for visits to West Germany. In a sense, | acted as FRG consul.
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Q: Had Poland at that time become part of the Vietham peace moventarg?was India,
Poland, and Canada, | think.

CAHILL: Our participéion in Vietnam War officially began in 1964, just after | left Warsaw.
Poland became more and more active in the peace movement from that point.

Q: What was your viewpoint of the Soviet Union at this time?

CAHILL: The USSR was pressing hard on sevewitk. Difficult years with pressure and

crises. Problems in Africa, in Indochina, political infiltration pushed on every continent, Soviet
space program leaping aheaahd then Cuba about to explode. At the same time, we felt the
Soviets thought we weian the verge of attacking them. At the height of the Cuban

confrontation we joked that we'd be very safe. The missiles would fly over us on way toward
targets. Gallows humor. On personal matters, the Soviets allowed me to visit Moscow but not
Leningrad. Tle Polish people's view of Russia was bitterly negative. This was the traditional
enemy. Strangely enough there was respect for the Germans. Embassy employees with German
blood were held in esteem by their peers, their good work attributed to their Gesnean g

ELLEN M. JOHNSON
Secretary, Consular Section and USIS
Warsaw (19611963)

Born and raised in New Jersey, Ellen Johnson entered the Foreign Service in
1955. Her career included service in Japan, Poland, the U.K., Czechoslovakia,
Yugoslavia, and Genany. She was interviewed on April 27, 1994 by Charles
Stuart Kennedy.

Q: Well, you served in Warsaw from 1963. What were you doing there?

JOHNSON:The first year | worked in the consular sectibhen one day the USIA secretary
walked out and said shwas never going to go back and work for the PAO, who was Pic Littell.
The DCM felt that something had to be done and | was pulled out of consular and put into the
USIA job where | was for the second year.

Q: Before we get to USIA, what was the conssituation there?

JOHNSON:We had a large consular staff for a communist couhthynk there were five

American officers, including the constlhe main reason for this was that the Polish government
allowed older Poles who weren't working any longde&wve the countrylhere would be 3 or 4
thousand a year leaving for the States, which was a large number for a communist country in
those daysSo it was a very busy sectiaviost of the consular officers were in the economic or
political cones and afteme year of consular work they usually rotated up into the economic or
political sections.
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Q: What were you doing?

JOHNSON:I was doing strictly secretarial work and found it rather boriithough | didn't
want to go to USIA, the work was a great dealre interesting there.

Q: What was life like in Warsaw in those days?
JOHNSON:It was a restrictive life.
Q: Who was ambassador there?

JOHNSON:When | arrived, Jake Beam was ambassademnvas there four months and then

John M. Cabot arrivedoth ofthem were very shy mehlowever, Mrs. Cabot was not st8he
would have wonderful parties and made up for her husband's shyness as far as the staff was
concernedThe DCM was Albert [Bud] Sherer, who became a very close friend of mine and we
met up at antbier post later on.

One tended to make close friends in Warsaw because of the restrictive nature of the environment.
There was very little you could do outside the embassy so we spent a lot of time entertaining
each otherlt was a lot of funFor examplel found myself playing volleyball with the Marines

one Saturday afternoon because they were short a playen't add much to the game other

than allowing them to play.

Q: At the time there was great concern about intelligence in all communist esuhtvould
think an obvious target for intelligence would be both unmarried men and unmarried women in
the American embassyere you under strict instructions?

JOHNSON:We were told to be very careful in our contacts with the Poles and should consider
every one a possible employee of the secret pdliteourse, it worked both ways, the Poles

could get into trouble if seen with an American or foreigner without specific permissiat.a

young student coming once a week to my apartment to teach nehHnet he called one day

and said that he would lose his job at the university library if he continued to come, and that was
the last | saw of him.

| also had a maid who lived on the top floor of the apartment building where | 8techad a
Canadianister who would send her packages, or so she claimed, and often dressed better than |
did. I don't know if she was in the employ of the secret police oHm#ever, | had to assume

that she was and be careful of my conversation within her he@nmg abug was found in my
telephone and | don't know if she put it there or not.

The Marines had a tough time because they were constantly targets of the secret police through
seductive advances by women who just happened to have an apartment across framasbg e
and would parade around in the evenings and weekends.

The attachés were always followed and played the game of trying to evade their perusers as often
as possible while driving around the countrysidgact we all were followed at timek those
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days the road traffic consisted mostly of Warszawas, a 1940 Ford appearing car, and horses and
carts.So it was amusing that the secret police generally drove around in black Mercedes, making
it easy to know when you were being followédan remember ae leaving a party and seeing

a Mercedes parked out frofithere were two men in the front who were sound aslesdgrided

to have some fun and tapped on the window and said, "I am going home now." They quickly
straightened up in their seats, startedrtbar and proceeded to follow me horhthought

maybe | had saved their jobs, or something.

Another form of harassment was phone calls at all hours of the Tilghtwould happened most
often immediately on return from a triphe phone would ring in ¢hmiddle of the night and you
would hear nothing on picking up the phomhis would go on three or four times a night for a
couple of nights before it would stop for a whilethis happened here, one would just take the
phone off the hook, but in Warsdtere was always the chance that the embassy needed you for
something, or there was an emergency at home, etc. so you didn't dare not answer &&eh ring.
were fairly certain there was a lady who lived across the street who watched our comings and
goingsand perhaps was told when to make the calls.

We had a couple of people who couldn't live in this kind of closed environment where one had to
assume you were under surveillance constantly, and therefore were transferred out.

Q: Were there any cases of pémbeing caught up in all this?

JOHNSON:There was a famous one.

Q: Oh, yes, it was a General Services officer.

JOHNSON:Yes.The officer involved had left about five or six months before | arrived,
however, a couple of people who had testified ahdaing, were still there and the whole affair
was still a topic of conversation throughout the embassy and the diplomatic community.

Q: He was caught passing on information through his girl friend.

JOHNSON:Yes, she was an East German, | think.

Q: I don't think she was a plant, but had been pressured by the Poles or something.
JOHNSON:I am not clear on the detaiBut he was convicted.

Q: Now, on to your USIA job, | have to ask what was the problem with the PAO?
JOHNSON:Pic was a very demandingdenergetic persome couldn't understand why people
didn't like to work through lunch hours. The secretary previous to the one who had walked out,
was fluent in Polish and didn't mine clipping newspapers and fielding calls, etc. during her lunch
hour.She also was able to contact Polish officials directly, without going through a national

employeePic would use her as a fill in at small socialdsivn functions, where she was
undoubtedly a success with her language abiliMll, her replacement, didrspeak Polish,
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didn't want to work through her lunch hour, couldn't clip the newspapers or call the Foreign
Office, or even fill in easily at small functiorBic would get upset and annoyed with her and
criticize her inability or willingness to do thedengs.So she walked out.

The DCM knew what was going on and didn't feel the secretary should have a black mark
against her and devised the plan to have us exchang®jolgas told he had to behave or else,
and he did for the most pa#lthough | must say | did have to go to a couple of those small
functions and with only a few words of Polish and German, | did feel extremely uncomfortable.
But, | didn't work through my lunch hour unless it was necessatry.

| didn't want to move to USIA, but in retqosct it did give me an insight into what USIA diof
course, it was very limited as to what they could do there, although | was there at a period when

things for artists were a little freer than it had been before and it was going to be by the time |
left.

Q: The Kennedy Administration was coming in.
JOHNSON:That | think may have had something to do witlCiertainly the Poles were, as was
the world, distressed at his assassinafitiere were long lines to sign the condolence book at

the embassy antiere was standing room only at a memorial service held at the cathedral.

There were modern artists who would come to your parties; we sponsored a number of small
exhibits; there were a few guest lecturer programs including Munro Leaf...

Q: He illustrateda very famous book, "Ferdinand" which was about a bull that loved flowers.
JOHNSON:'Right. He also did the Watch Bird series which appeared in "Good Housekeeping." |
had grown up with that series as a youngster...This is a good Watch Bird watchingayeador
Watch Bird watching youThat was fun.

John Steinbeck also came oBt there was a small amount of excharfde library was used to
a certain extenBut it was hard to do too much and by the time | left the door had closed again.

Q: Did you hae a Polish staff?

JOHNSON:Yes, but only a couple peoplEhere was also a Pole in the consular section and a
few in the administrative section.

We didn't have the bubble room in those days so the Polish staff were not allowed above ground
floor.

Q: Buhble room was a room built for discussing classified information and supposedly was
secure We had one in Belgrade about that time.

JOHNSON:You are right, we did have onehe China Talks were going on secretly in Warsaw
at that timel remember taking dtation after one of the meetings in a bubble roBut.the
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Polish staff still were not allowed above the ground floor.
Q: How did you find the USIA officers?

JOHNSON:There were two others besides my besspress officer and a cultural offic@he

press officer was very good but he was really a security risk because he kept papers piled all over
his office and didn't pay too much attention to their classificatibalieve he left under

somewhat of a cloud in the end.

| got to know John Scanlan gleultural officer, very wellHe had a temper to go with his red
hair.He was really a very good officer, but had a habit of showing classified documents, Limited
Official Use, to locals who were supposed to see nothing higher than Official Usd Canight

him doing this once and told him he shouldn't do it and he told me | had no right to tell him what
he could and couldn't dm sure the entire embassy heard our raised vdstgsve mended

our fences and after that became the best of friends.

Q: He became ambassador to the Soviet Union later on.
JOHNSON:Yes, that is rightHe was a junior officer at that time.

One story before we leave Polafithere was a diplomatic riding club on the outskirts of
Warsaw.One day | got to talking to the youngliain charge and she told me she had gone to the
States to study advanced methods of raising pigs and was waiting for a job to open up at the
university.As you know at that time the export of ham was a big foreign currency maker for
Poland.l asked her wére she had gone for the training and she said at lowa State in Ames,
lowa. | asked her who her professor was and she said a Dr. Leslie Johtoddmer Leslie

Johnson was my unclk.is indeed a small world!

GIFFORD D. MALONE
Consular/Economic Officer
Warsaw (19611963)

Gifford Malone was born in Richmond, Virginia and entered the Foreign Service
in 1958. His career included overseas posts in Warsaw and Moscow. Malone's
interview was conducted by Charles Stuart Kennedy on December 5, 1991.

Q: Thenyou went to Warsaw rather than the Soviet Union where you served fror6336aw
did this come about?

MALONE: Well, I was very junior and | filled out what in those days was called the April Fool's
sheet on which you would list your preferences foigassents.| put the Soviet Union first but

you had to put down other places so | put Eastern Europe in geketallly | considered

myself quite lucky to come within the ball park and to go to Warsaw.
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The way it happened was that in Warsaw, for a nurobgears, the Polish authorities had
prevented immigration to the United StafEsere were 40,000 people on the waiting list at the
EmbassyAbout this time, within some months of the time | went there, the Polish government
had finally relented and sapeople could again immigrate to the United Statésll, this

created an immediate need for visa offic&s.| went out as an immigrant visa officer, an
addition body in the visa linéwent there with hardly any warningsaid that | would like to get
some Polish but they claimed there was no time for Tinaty felt since | had Russian | would
pick it up very fastl think they were overly optimistic.

Q: Yes, because the differences between the two languages are considerable.

MALONE: So | had to lean my Polish in Polandlhe Consular Section was a good place to do
that.

Q: What was the spirit of the Embassy at that titdeinedy had just become Presidént.
looked like a new era was coming.

MALONE: We had a sort of feeling that President Kennedg very popular among the Polish
people First of all because he was an American President and Poland even in the worst days of
Communism was a very p#merican countryl am not talking about the authorities, but

everyone els&kennedy was new, young @mad a good image which carried through even

there.l remember sitting in my little office in the consular office where we had a picture of
President Kennedy on the wall and a visa applicant came in and she said, "You look like the
President." Now this waintended to flatter me, of cour&ut it showed you that the Poles were
very aware of Kennedy.

Q: I was in Yugoslavia about the same time and sometimes | would have people come in and kiss
the picture of the President which interfered with the flowark.

MALONE: | had one visa applicant...as you know from your own experience and you get all
kinds and we process a tremendous number...the name of one woman, who | had seen waiting
out in the lobby for a long time, finally came up and she came in fotenview. She said to

me, "l talked to President Kennedy last night.” | said, "Well, that is very interesting, how did you
do that?" She said, "Oh, | have ways of doing it." | said, "Well, what did the President say to
you?" She said, "He told me you weagoing to give me a visa today." Playing along | said,

"Well, | haven't been in touch with the President today, but your name will have to go on the list
along with everyone else."

Q: Were you a visa officer the entire time?

MALONE: No | wasn'tl was avisa officer for a year and a halfhad a two and half year
assignment to Warsavane day they told me that they were going to move me to the Economic
Section, that being a two person sectibims was fine, but | said that | didn't know much about
ecoromics.|l had taken a course with Prof. Bergsten on Soviet econoBydbat time we had a
new Ambassadoil.he previous Ambassador had been Jake B&amnew Ambassador was

John Cabot, who was definitely a man from the old sch@emember saying to himiwell,
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you know | am very pleased to be going into the Economic Section next week, but you know |
don't know very much about economics.” He said, "That is all right just give it the old college

try."
Q: This is how the old school treated economics agywa

MALONE: | think so.But | learned a lot very quickly because there were only two afals
Davis, who was also about to move in, had been the chief of the Consular Senbwead in by
myself first and spent about two or three months solo tryifigtioe out what was going on and
then John arrived.learned a great deal about economics very quickly.

Q: Back to the visa operatiolVhat were the major problems working with Polish immigrants in
Poland?

MALONE: There was the usual problem of whethgrerson, which | didn't have to face but the
nonimmigrant visa officers had to face, was bona fide nonimmidfahey got to me they were
presumed to be a bona fide immigrant, but then you had to determine what their means of
support in the United Stzs would beThey all seemed to have cousins in the United States,

which was mostly true because there is a tremendous number of people with Polish background
living here.

Another problem that you had to deal with was those who had been members ahther@st

Party or Communist student groups or in certain occupations which would have excluded them
under the lawl had to turn down a certain numbkam sure there were some that had been and
did not reveal that and therefore got visas.

In some cases$ was pretty clear that the law was very unfaiemember once | had an applicant
who had been barred because he had had a position in the student organization at the university
which really had nothing to do with politics at dlhad to go through ahg procedure of

writing an advisory opinion to send into the Visa Office in Washington explaining why |

thought, notwithstanding what the law said, this person was clearly elig#oleceeded in that

case in getting him irBut those kinds of things wexr.

Q: In the economics side, what were our interests?

MALONE: Our function in the Economic Section was twofold, (1) to report to Washington on

what was happening in the Polish economy and (2) to deal with commercial matters, such as they
were.There wee really very few of thos&Ve would have an American businessman

occasionally coming through who usually knew nothing about Poland at all but was looking for
business opportunitieg/e would talk to them and refer them to the people we knew in the

Ministry of Foreign TradeOccasionally something would develop, but rarely.

But otherwise we tried to keep track of Polish exports to the United States and the state of the

Polish economy, et®oland was a very poor country th&here wasn't much encouragioge
could report.
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Q: For some reason the only thing I can think of is Polish ham.

MALONE: Well, Polish hams were a major export to the United States, in fact hams were the
largest export to the United States in those dBlysy produced a good ham amhavas a canned
ham and they were able to export thdinere were no problems in getting them in.
Unfortunately they no longer export Polish hams to the United States.

Q: How about dealing with Polish authorities, particularly Ministry of Tradé&re you hle to
get over thereWere they forthcoming?

MALONE: | thought at the time it was sort of a struggle, but | discovered when | later turned up
in Moscow that the Poles were really much more forthcoming than the Ru3siagsvere

friendly, but very conwulled. They didn't have much latitudBut | had the feeling, even then in
those days in Poland, that most of the officials | were dealing with were favorably disposed to
the United States, but, of course, the policy of their government wasdndnt know as many
officials then as | did when | went back to Poland in later year€n the other hand, the

controls on citizens as far as having anything to do with foreigners was concerned were
reasonably tightAgain, | discovered later they were much loaban the case in the Soviet

Union. People certainly thought twice before they came to your apartment for a meal, a drink, or
somethingLater | discovered that some people had gotten in trouble for doing that.

Q: What was the attitude from the Embaspgit of view towards Poland as being a member of
the Warsaw Pact and potentially an opponent to our NATO and all Bidt@ne see them as
being a firm supporter of the Soviets or were their cracks?

MALONE: There weren't really very many cracks eviddrthat time in the official position in
the Polish governmenit was perfectly evident that the population was-froerican.The

rhetoric of the government was aAlinerican for the most parthe press, of course, was
controlled.TheTribuna Luduy the Paty paper, never had anything nice to say about the United
Statesl| think the attitude of the people in the Embassy, which has been consistent over the
years, was that Poland is a country which basically is verAprerican.lt is a terrible thing

that has happened to theffhey wouldn't be in this state if it weren't for the Soviet Union.

Basically the policy at that time and later was to try to open things up and engage them if one
could.Now at that time there was very little that could be done beaaiube attitude of the

Polish governmeniThat was the Gomulka period and it was not a period when they were
making any effort to be friendly to the United States.

Q: Just to give a feel to the thing, at receptions, etc. did you get a little pleagwksaying
that wasn't it wonderful, their firm admiration for the wonderful Russians and all this, for
obviously the Poles didn't like the Russians?

MALONE: And they didn't often talk about iEven the top officials tended not to talk about the
Russias. No, | didn't twit them about that very often, but it was perfectly clear that no Pole
basically liked themln those days they had all the trappings that you would expect in a country
like that. There was a PolisBoviet Friendship Society that occupeethig building, which |
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visited a couple of times just to see what was going on and there was basically nothing going on.
They had a huge Soviet EmbasEle Poles were constantly reminded of the Soviet Union by

the great building that the Soviets had ppitin the middle of Warsaw, which was known as the
Palace of Culturdt was a huge, ugly building which | used to call Stalinesque in style because it
was similar to some of the things you would see in Mosddwat was a visible remindefhere

were a lo of political jokes in those days and a great many of them were about the Russians.

Q: Do you remember any of them?

MALONE: | remember one that was often told about the Palace of CuliueeRussians built

the Palace as a gift from the Soviet peopileo Russians met who were working on the Palace

of Culture.The first one says to the other, "Well, what's your name?" He says, "My name is
lvan." The other man says, "Well, that is interesting because my name is Iveilowodo you

write it?" So the othefellow very laboriously makes an X on a piece of paper and says, "How do
you write yours?" The other man makes an X with a little squiggle besit®eitnan says, "Oh,

that is interesting, what does that mean?" He says, "That means engineer." Thiipicad a

Polish joke about the Russians...barbarians, uneducated, etc.

Q: Did you have the feeling that there were people in the Soviet Embassy that were pulling all
the levers and calling all the major shots?

MALONE: We just didn't knowYou didn't see ot of the Soviets aroundlsaw more of them

in my second tour years lat&/e assumed that and we now know in fact that was the Tase.
Soviets kept to themselves publicly, but obviously they were in constant contact with the highest
Polish officials.

After the revolution in 1989, one of the things that came to light was all kinds of direct telephone
lines from the Soviet Embassy to various high officidle hadn't known that previously, but we
assumed there was contact.

Q: What was life like in Paind for an AmericanPam thinking both about the security
problems, spy problems and just general life.

MALONE: Let me touch on general life firdtoland was a very poor country thé¥ee at the
American Embassy tended to have better quarters thanehesgavole might hav®ly family

and | lived in a twebedroom apartment in Warsaw, in an oldwea building that had been
reconstructed after the wadn.terms of what you could buy in the way of food, it was pretty slim
pickings.In the winter there werno vegetables except root vegetables, potatoes, beets, cabbage
and that was about iThe State stores were stocked with food but again there was no assortment.
There was a peasant market centrally located in Warsaw where we and most people we knew
would shop for vegetables when they came in seaBoere was always more to be had there

than in the State storeBut basically it was very poor.

| remember one time my wife and | were down in one of the State stores and there was a huge

line. She went up tgee what was being sold and it turned out to be pinea@addgot in line.
As | got closer | asked her to go up to see what the priceSkasgave me a zloty equivalent of
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about $9.00I said that was just too much to pay for a pineapple and gof the tne.But that
gives you an idea of how things were r@mce in a while there would be some oranges
imported from Israel.

On the security side we faced what American Foreign Service people faced in any one of those
Communistcontrolled countriesThere was pretty stringent security conttaliould say a good

deal less than in the Soviet Union, but nevertheless, you were aware that it was gbkmgpan.

that one person who came to my apartment was in trouble with the police for months, perhaps
yeas, after thatWe always recognized that there were these people keeping watch on us.

Then you had that impression in terms of how the Poles |Ael. all the press was controlled.

They listened to Voice of America and Radio Free Europe...l susgectajority listenedit

wasn't jammed in Polan®ou combine that with the fact that the ordinary citizens all hated the
government, this was evident in the atmosphere even though people didn't come out and say that.
One felt a certain constraint and ataer amount of tension.

Occasionally there would be incident$ie Polish secret police were very actiFer example,

we were building a new Embassy at that tififee Embassy we were then occupying was a

building that had been an old inn back in the X&htury in the old townThe old Embassy had

been razed and a new modern structure was being\Mglhad a special marine guard

detachment in addition to the regular one, whose job was to watch over all these Polish laborers.

We had a technical secyrinan from the Department as the building progressed whose job it
was to watch this thing closelyremember shortly before | left Warsaw sitting in the car with
him one day, saying to him, "How do you know they are not putting microphones in there." He
said, "You don't have to worry, we are watching it very closely.” Well, he was wvghgn the
building was finally finished, some years later they found it was riddled with micropti8mes.

the secret police were very active.

Q: There was quite a famousident while you were on board wasn't there?

MALONE: The Scarbeck casPoc Scarbeck was the General Services Officer at the Embassy
when | arrivedOf course we all knew hinWe knew his wife who was a very nice latie had
been very nice to us as bramelw junior newcomers in helping us to get set up Weedidn't

know, of course, any of this stuff that was going on.

One day my wife and | were sitting in our kitchen having breakfast listening to the Voice of
America.The announcer said, "An Americ&oreign Service officer had been arrested."” |
remember thinking to myself, "I wonder if that is anyone | know?" It was Scarlbecks the
first time | ever saw my wife's jaw literally drop/e looked at each othdtle had done a lot of
foolish things andbeen entrapped in a rather classic way by the secret pitieg.claimed they
would do terrible things to this woman with whom he had become involved if he didn't give
them materials, so he did give them some stuff.

Q: How did this, to have somethingdithis in the family, particularly in the enclosed
community, how did this affect...?
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MALONE: Everyone was shocked@ihey were horrified that anyone would do a thing like this.
Naturally there was a lot of sympathy for Scarbeck's witehad two little bildren.She was a
German womanl.think we were all totally surprise@ut at the same time it was a lesson that
these people, the secret police, are active and doing things and what our own security people
were telling us was truélere was an example.

Q: Did you ever have the feeling that you were targeted at any time?

MALONE: | never did, noAnd it would have been very foolish if they had targeted me, the

most junior of all officersSometimes they would follow yolican remember driving elsewhere

in Poland and sometimes having a car follow me through a town or something likeni aif

the give aways was that they all used Merce@lesy would sit out in a big square which was

near this old Embassy all day lowfhat they were watching we wouldktiow. | had one

colleague who took great delight in going out and standing in the middle of the square with a
note pad and pencil taking down their tag numbers and then they would all speed off in different
directions.There was a certain amount of amaiguquality to it.

Q: You had two professional Ambassadors, Jake Beam and John Obbmusly you were a
very junior officer but what was your impression of how these two operated?

MALONE: Jake Beam was a man who knew something about Eastern Euvapg $exrved in

the Soviet Union and had a lot of backgrouiwhn Cabot had spent much of his career in Latin
America and before he arrived and Jake Beam had left, we wondered how a man with that kind
of background could be very good in PolaBdt actualy he was very goodde was a very
professional marte was very good with the staHe gave you a lot of encouragemeté

didn't claim to know a lot about Poland and he relied on us to tell him about the country.

Shortly after he arrived | had gone irllkee Economic Section so in that capacity | would sit in on
the daily staff meetings with hingo | had a lot more chance to observe him close up than | did
Jake BeamBut both of them were professional men and | think each was a very good
ambassador.

WALTER E. JENKINS
Principal Officer
Poznan (19611963)

Walter E. Jenkins, Jr. was raised in Texas and New Engldmattended the
University of Hawaii and graduated from Harvard University in 194&.served

in the U.S. Army during World War I, includimgo years in ChinaHe joined

the Foreign Service in 1950, serving in Bonn, Taipei, Berlin, Poznan, Warsaw,
Stuttgart, and Washington, D@®Ir. Jenkins was interviewed by Charles Stuart
Kennedy on February 20, 1991.



Q: You went to Poznan, where you serfrech 1961 to '63What were you doing?
JENKINS:Well, | went to Poznan as the principal officer of the consulate there.
Q: It is a consulate.

JENKINS:It's a consulatdt had been formed in Poznan, | think, for two reas@me was, it

had been the oger of the uprising that was put down in 1956, and it also is in the heart of the
Polish western territories, which had been formerly Germtavas a very good place to get a
feel for the environment and the tendencies in that region.

Q: What sort of astaff did you have?

JENKINS: A modest staff, but a very good stdfhad an excellent secretary, Jackie Mathyd

| had a wonderful vice consul, Sol Polansky, who later became ambassador to Béifghria.
Jerry Verner was the talented USIA vice conduld then, as for as local employees, it was
small, modestBut the first year, we didn't issue a single visaas surprised; | thought it would
give us much better contaétinally, we did get permission to issue visas.it was a small local
staff, too,of about three clerical, one being Pani Czartoryska, who was the wife of Adam
Czartoryski, scion of the old Polish nobilityhe's still an old friendAnd then a driver and a
janitor. And that was itWe had to get another person once we started issisiag to help us.
Small, but a very good staff.

Q: So you weren't issuing visas for most of the time. How'd you opé&kéditatPwere your sort of
goals and what were you doing?

JENKINS:I have to preface all this by saying that Americans are very popiifathe Poles
everybody has a cousin in Detroit or Chicago; so we did cultivate a lot of friendsve

traveled a lot, made contacts with the yacht club in Szczecin; and the editor of the newspaper
there, who was a hunter and invited us to go hunéind;down in Wroclaw (Breslau) was mayor
Ostapczuk, and a Politburo member, Wladislaw MatWie.made very good connections with

all these people and many in cultural fields in Poznan as well.

Q: This was sort of a window of openness, wasn't it, this 2hing
JENKINS: That's right.
Q: I mean, it began to shut down a little later.

JENKINS:Yes.Well, you see, the openness came in the late fifties, and you could already feel it
coming down, but there was still, especially in cultural and other fields, mahlineralism

than we had detected, say, in East GermAng, as | say, the Poles were so fond of Americans
that...I'll give you one exampleSol Polansky was driving down to Wroclaw in his new
Volkswagen which still had oval temporary German pldtegopped running part way down to
Wroclaw and the Poles started coming out of the fields to obsgoVvéfted up the back hoed

but he wasn't a mechanind they were all looking at him but not offering any hélpey
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spoke to him in Germand Sol kep answering in Polistrinally one of them said, "You
know, you're the first German I've ever met who can speak Polish.”

And he said, "I'm not German, I'm American."
"You're an AmericanWell, come on in, my son is a mechanic, and have breakfast with us.
This contrast, it was amazing.

And so we had easy contadfée had, of course, our Fourth of July party, we had a Halloween
party, we had a Valentine party, and we always had scores of duests.terrific.

And at the graduation in the universitigsnever will forget the one in, | guess it was B&

went first to the agricultural universitiywas introduced, and they all got up and gave a standing
ovation.Not for me personally, but because | was the American cadbsidt the next university
ceremony, they introduced the Soviet and American consuls simultanethesk/ was modest
applauseAt the third (Technical) university graduation, they didn't mention that either one of us
was there.

And then, when the Eastman Orchestra from Rocheastee ¢o play at the symphony, | invited

the mayor to go with mé&Ve sat down on the second raWell into the program the Eastman
Orchestra started playing the "Stars and Stripes Forever."” The Poles all got up and marched and
paraded and danced up and ddiw aislesVery embarrassing for the mayor and | was a little
embarrassed, but | enjoyed it.

But this was the atmosphere, explaining one's ability to associate and learn things from the
people.

Q: Well, tell me, I mean, you were there in '8%.1 recal, just about '61, we had this, at that
time, rather bad incident at our embassy, where a General Services officer had an affair with a
Polish woman who was connected to the Polish secret police and all that, and ended up in jail.

JENKINS:I had almost fogotten about that, but | remember now. It was just before our arrival
in Poznan.

Q: Well, | remember that because | was offered a job to go to Poland to be General Services
officer.

JENKINS: You should have gone.
Q: Well, it was just after this happesheand | didn't feel like replacing, doingBut how about
the feeling about the Polish secret police and Bé2ause you might have had these other

relations, but there was this other side.

JENKINS: It was always theréAnd if you were a balanced pers@and | think we were and our
team was, it was habitual to appreciate that the police were following you en route to Szczecin.
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You always knew that phones and rooms were "bugged;" you always assumed this when you
were talking on the phone or conversinghnanyoneAnd you behaved accordinglBut there

were some exceptions, you see, like the General Services offickrlater, when | went to
Warsaw, there were several other cases that had ocdButede assumed that it would occur.

I'll give you oneexample A very good friend of mine was a Dr. Powiertowski, and he told me,
"You know, every time we're together | have to report to the pdlioe. you know that, so if

you don't want to associate with me, ddiit if you know that, then you might kndwow to
behave." And we were both fishermen who enjoyed going fishing together; so we continued
association.

We usually knew who they werkeremember we found out some of the key people in the
community were actually officers in the UB (Polish Securitywige). After learning this, we
continued our association with theknmowing who they were and how they would behave was
the important thingBut they were always there.

It was your staffFor instance, Pan Josef was the consulate jaAitar.one time thre was a
breakin in the consulatdde had a dual feeling; | mean, he really protected us a greaaeal.
he caught the intruder, who was turned over to the paNed!, it turned out that this guy was an
UB operative, who was coming in to check anghiethe nine mikes in the consulatad we
knew Pan Josef was also UBut he didn't know the one he caught was UB, one of his own
guys.And so the nine mikes were uncovered as a reésait.just knew that they (the UB) were
there all the time.

Q: I mean, all of a sudden were dainty Polish women being dangled in front of you or your staff,
or something like this?

JENKINS: Yes. It happened before | got there, but there were some families, who we continued
to associate with, who had young men as sonswére sort of cottoning up to our secretary.

But, before | got there, the consulate learned who these people were, and so she was extremely
careful and didn't associate except when we were all tog&hiein Warsaw this happened quite

a bit.

Q: Did you rave much contact with, say, Polish officials around thém@an, did you go talk
to them, and did they talk about the situati@rawas it pretty much a pro forma contact?

JENKINS: Locally, in Poznan itself, it was tough, because we had one of theshiamdeirst
Secretaries in Poland, and his name was Jan Szykidkthere was no real communication with
him. But if you got to any of the other towns, gradually a pretty good relationship developed.
Because it was one of the jobs of those, let's sayzczecin, Wroclaw, or Jelenia Gora, places
like that, to get us to accept the western territories as belonging to Pafehsio they would

take us on tours and show us the "wonderful things" the Poles had done in thisSegion.got
guite close to aumber of the Party and government officials.

For instance, in Wroclaw, the old Breslau, the mayor was Ostapdeukas an extremely
liberal guy, he wanted close relations, and he arranged a lot of Amar®ne time when | went
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down on a visit he sajdYou know, someone wants to talk to ydMaou know Matwin, the Party
First Secretary?"

And | replied, "Yes, he's also on the Politburo.”
He said, "Yes, well, he wants to talk to you."
And so | said, "(gulp) Okay, let's go."

The car came, picked me wgnd took me over to... Matwin, a fascinating perstenhad

graduated from Charles University in Pragde.was one of the very liberal element that had
come in with Gomulka in '56//e talked for three hourkle had a desk, and he didn't sit at the
desk,it was standup deslknd we talked about the situation in Poland and, you know, not once
did he mention anything about Marx or Lenin, but he constantly cited Spinoza, the philosopher.
And he was asking me how we liked Wroclaw and this beautiful westemongrbut he wasn't
grilling me on anything that had to do with American politics or military or anything like that.

He was again promoting our interest in the western territories.

But as things began to crack down, after | left Poznan and becamed&slisbfficer in the
Department, both Owstapczuk and Matwin were removed by thdihard, and the tightening
up process acceleratdRlemember, 1961 was Berlin WdHoznan is closer to Berlin than it is to
Warsaw; and there were ink marks all over tlaisvand broken windows of our consulate,
which happened right after the Berlin Wall went 8p.things were beginning to tighten up
again while we were there.

And then came the Cuban missile crisis, Octobentéppened, and of all things, we had as
our cultural guest Monroe Leaf, who wrdterdinand the BullHe was with us, he was our guest
and staying with us, and we had a big program at the library forhitrthe missile crisis
intervened, and only three people showed3git was a pretty teesmoment.

Q: I'm interested in this, because I've had some interviews with people who were in Moscow at
the same time, where there were crowds, and obviously the crowds veadeedalemonstrating
against the embassy, but mainly they were concerned amigavto know what the hell was
happeningYou know, this was not a hostile crowd, these were very concerned p&bpte.

were you getting in Poland at that timB@cause it looked like there might be a war.

JENKINS: That's right, it was tens@&nd we gotreflections from Warsaw, particularly, that they
were very concerned thefgut | didn't find that the local population or even most officials in our
consular district were arimerican or anything like thathey were concerneédnd | guess we
were allconcerned.

We were pretty isolated in Poznan and were living in a tbt@g consulate buildindgvy

secretary had the top floor that looked out over the railicgald, "Jackie, you watch and if you

see any trains heading west, with a lot of tanksgums$ on them, we'll let the embassy know."

And | guess it was Carol Brown then who was the vice consul, Sol had mov&hool, why

don't you take a car and make a swing down to the south and out to the west, and if you see any

111



real action, we can repdtt Meanwhile, Laura and | are going up to Szczecin to the yacht club
and tell our friends up there we'd like to take a little cruise.”

In Szczecin they said sure, come And we went up, and we went out in a sail b@dtcourse,

they didn't take us awhere near the harbor, but they entertained us very nicely with all kinds of
Polish ham and vodk&nd then, of all things, here we were on a sailing cruise and it started
snowing.Here we were, cruising around in the estuary in the snow, and didn'trseg.8ut |

guess not seeing anything was reassufiogwe came back.

And then the aftermath was, | think, very interestitg had already put out an invitation to our
Halloween partyUsually, as | say, we had eighty or so people thendy six shoved up.Five

of them we knew were UB, the secret polid&e was an innocent student, who as a result got
into trouble, but not serious troubldater asked him, "Which one do you think it was that
turned you in?"

He said, "I think it was that one withé Napoleon hat." Guests wore costumes to the Halloween
party

We knew which one that was.
So that was the first reaction: local citizens were afraid, but they weren't against us.

But the real showdown came a few days later...because I'd already aticepietgtation to the
November 7 reception of the Soviet consul¥fell, they didn't think | was going to come, but

Laura and | wentAnd the Soviet hosts were very hesitant, but they had to let 8 we went

up into the reception hall, with all thecal leaders and cultural types thekad every time a

Pole came up to talk to us, one of the vice consuls would come and say, "Oh, | want to introduce
you to this visiting Soviet guest,” and we were isolak@aally, however, Danuta Satanowski,

who wasa leading actress in town, wouldn't take this sort of thing, and she came over and started
talking to usShe wouldn't go away with therAnd then she called her husband, who was the
director of the symphony orchestra, Satanowski, and he came overkaabttalisThen the

university presidents and others cafeetty soon we were right back in the middle of it.

I'm using this event to illustrate that the Poles were concerned, but they were still very friendly
and they were positive.

Q: Well, it was a dficult time.Did you get any requests from Polidimericans in the United
States about Uncle So and So at this tiln@®8uld think that you would be doing a lot of family
services for PolishAmericans.

JENKINS:Well, as | say, the first half of the toin Poznan, we didn't issue visas or do much
regular consular workiVe got into a little bit of that in the last half of the tdBut, no, | sensed
this much more, later, when | was on the desk and also when | was in WBusamPoznan, in
196162, wedidn't have a feeling that we were running errands for Ré&lmbricansBut later,
while | was Polish Desk Officer, 1966 was the millennium of the Polish state and the Polish
church.And that was the main focus in the Pol&merican community, becauserépresented
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the unity of church and staféou had a lot more PolisAmerican goingsn at that time than
you did back in '61 to '63.

JOHN D. SCANLAN
Consular/Political Officer
Warsaw (19611965)
Ambassador John D. Scanlan was born 1927 in Minnebl&aerved in the Navy
in World War Il and attended the University of Minneséta.joined the Foreign
Service in 195%is postings included Moscow and Warsaie. was interviewed
by Charles Stuart Kennedy in 1996.
Q: You arrived in Poland when?
SCANLAN: In July of 1961.
Q:You were in Poland from 661 until when?
SCANLAN: J u | yIt staied as a 2 year assignment and was extended.
Q: What was the situation when you arrived in 1961 in Poland?
SCANLAN: At that time, Gomulka was the party leadEneyhad gone through that October
656 period where Gomul ka had stood up to Khru
Airport. There was something of a thalolishAmericans overestimated the extent of the thaw,
but it was still for a communist society aatVely open society when | went there in Piig61,
but it was beginning to changgomulka was beginning to clamp down and beginning to assert
his authority and reduce the latitude for public discussion of issues.
Q: What was your position in the embaasy

SCANLAN: | initially went in as a consular officer to do everything but visaéd passports,
citizenship, general welfare and protection, in the embassy.

Q: Who was the ambassador?

SCANLAN: Jake Beam.

Q: He was a professional Foreign Service dafic

SCANLAN: Jake was very professionéle was there only my first 4 months.

Q: And then who took over?
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SCANLAN: There was an interim period of a couple of montlie charge was a very fine
professional, Albert Sherer, known to everybody as Bud SHéren John Moors Cabot came in
right around February of 1962.

Q: Was he part of the Cabots and Lodges?

SCANLAN: Yes, a very distinguished member of a distinguished Boston Brahmin fé&teily.

had had already about 4 posts, primarily Latin America, buiretchief of mission was

mi ni ster to Finland back in the early 650s an
become a devotee of the sauflen he was also ambassador to SwelteBouth America, he

had been ambassador to Colombia and Brdeihad been Assistant Secretary for ARA.

Q: How did he operate®b vi ousl y, you were some distance r
embassy.

SCANLAN: | became less removekhad been there something like 4 months when what we
woul d cal | tlhthosexdays, USIA didngt &@perate openly in Eastern Europe.

They operated as press and culture sections of the emBassyesult, they sometimes had

State Department FSOs seconded to them because they would all be temporarily transferred as a
USIA officer. So, Yale Richmond, a very experienced USIA officer and quite senior to me (he

was a 3 and | was a 6), had a son who had been born in Rdéahdd been there about 3 years

and developed a very serious blYalewhstdmnstereed se wh
to Vienna.They had a support office in Vienna for all of Eastern Eurtf&A could not replace

him immediatelylt was a key jobAt that point, one of our main points of contact with Polish

people was the cultural officer, the cultuattiaché He was out all the time on the street meeting

with cultural personalities, academics, what have ybe. atmosphere for that was very open at

that time and we had a rapidly expanding exchange progiaay.looked around the embassy at

who could tenporarily fill this job.l had come out of the FSI with 4/4 Polish.

Q: That is as fluent as a nemative speaker can get.

SCANLAN: When | left Poland 4 years later, | got a 4/#hat is a higher degree of fluency.
But 4/4 is a good level of fluencyou can operate quite effectively in almost any milieu.

So, I had good Polish, plus the fact that | had done some work in Moscow in a USIA press and
culture section there which was badly understaffed, so from time to time they coopfteme.
worked it outwith Sherer, the charge (Bean had ldftjvas supposed to be a temporary
assignment of 6 monthBut | wound up staying in that position for almost 3 ye@hen my last

6 months there, | was acting political section cHsef, | moved out of the consulsection after

4 monthsFrankly, | had enjoyed the job in the consular section because | was doing all the
general consular work, which took me out on the street.

Q: What were some of the main things that you found yourself involved in?

SCANLAN: | took all the applications for American citizenship.
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Q: Which must have been quite a few.

SCANLAN: There were a lofThen you did the initial adjudication and sent them back to
Washington for final adjudicatioThat was a quite interesting job because thene a lot of

people who had under the complicated citizenship law a claim to American citizéviahipof

them were quite elderly people, frequently even illiterate, but they had heard about this program,
s o t hey oldwaspaimig to watch manyf them sign their signatures with an But that

was an active program.

This was still a fairly liberal period in Polanfls | said, Gomulka was beginning to tighten up,
but it was openYou had a lot of Polisthmericans coming back, including a lot ofopée who
had | eft after the war or had been in Anders

Q: Anders Army being an army that fought with the allies.

SCANLAN: Yes.Based primarily in Britain, but they participated very heavily in a lot of major
battles in Italy andNormandy and what have yolhis got interesting because on several
occasions they would be harassed by the local authorities, even arrested and passports
confiscatedMost of them were smart enough to make a beeline for the embassy as soon as they
could.Since | was doing welfare and protection, this fell to Tiere were some very

interesting case¥.ou had a chance to represent them with the Polish authoBies.couple of
occasions, | issued people new passpdtisy would report back with a passpand a letter

from the American vice consul saying that they enjoyed the full protection of the American
governmentAnd it worked.They would come back smiling and telling me that the local
authorities had been very updett it worked.l can remembegoing to a court trail of an
American, a Church of Christ sponsored Polish ministerwas accused of conducting an
illegal church.That was a rather heavy court triBut the judge was very faifhis guy had very
affluent friends in Texasrou get inwlved in thatlt was an interesting jolit was one of the

more interesting jobs in the embassy.

Q: Did you run across any American tourists, maybe-Rohsh connected, who were
wandering around and getting into trouble?

SCANLAN: N o , | d o n dny speciicoasesiofairat kiabdcemember many postorld
War 1l Polish immigrants coming back and having various probl#veshad death cases, too.

Q:l was i n Ger Weahag GarmmArhehicans 6omidgback and going to the local

village wherethey came from and lording it over the people thBré.n A mer i ca, we do
way, VYou s tThep wak like @ mopveaea ricbe in a wByd you have problems with

this?

SCANLAN: We never had any problems with it, but it was a quite frequenti@we where a

Pol e woul d come b ac k Indmedicahernight ngtbe tdrribly dffluent, vi | | a
but in terms of that village, he was the richest person they had eveBsgen. | donét r eca
friction there.l recall putting on banquetdnd occasional death cas@hese people would be in

their 670s or so and theydd live it up and bo
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a dec e as e drThaAlgpenedcadem tindes.

| think Poles would react different than Germans anyWwajes always had the view that

America was the great promised laiitiey had no antagonism toward Ameridée had never

been on opposite sidesinawath e Pol i sh people always felt, i
America, where the streets are paved wdhigd.o@ coul dn 6t Bysaadyarga,hyt hi n g ¢
found this throughout my term, except for high level communist officials who were giving the
Party | ine, that you c oTheythought Anenca doulddo me Amer i
wrong.

Q: How did youfind dealing with the ministry of interiomid you find them responsive?

SCANLAN: Yes.At that time, by and large, the relationship was pretty gboever felt that |
had any problems gaining access to any official that | needed to see or gaingsjta@rey
premise that | needed to be tnwas relatively open theBut it did get a lot tougher late on.

Q: Moving to the time when you were the cultural officer, what did you see as your task and how
did you go about it?

SCANLAN: We saw as our tasteeping Polish intellectuals, academics, cultural figures,
students in contact with their American counterparts, in contact with American society, keeping
their spirits upWe had a very rapidly expanding prografithin certain reasonable limits, we
couldget pretty much the funding we needAtthat point, CU was in the State Departménie

had 2 masterdVe went to the Office of Cultural Affairs in the State Department for funding for
exchange programs and cultural performing arts programs and tikegisdi.\We went to USIA

for information programsBut USIA got involved on the cultural side with periodicals,
contributing to performing arts exhibitd/e had a lot going on therd/e expanded from 2

American professors of American literature in 2 Polisiversities to 5 by the time | leffthere

were no undergraduate exchanges then, but graduate exchanges of students went from 6 when |
started to about 40 in several different programs by the time Blatfthere was an awful lot of

ad hoc private seat exchange going on with students and professors, a tremendous amount of
cultural contact, performing arts groups, an awful lot of activity, both planned program and
targets of opportunityyVe would see an opportunity to get somebody who was in Western
Europe and bring them 8y and large, the Poles normally went along witWie funded
everything, of courseso, in a sense, it was to keep the Poles pointed towards America, the
future.Later on, after Reagan made his famous speech, we can look baszkyamdat we were
doing was undermining the Evil Empire.

Q: What was the role of the Polish intellectual in Polahatellectuals play different roles in
each country.

SCANLAN: Many of them- probably most of themwere trying to remain as independent of

the Polish system as they could, which was a communist syBtera.different communist

system, from the Soviet system, probably the most open at that time of all of the Warsaw Pact
countriesPolish intellectuals saw their role as keeping Polish cylRwoésh intellectual pursuit,

the Polish academic pursuit, alive during a difficult peritiiey looked back to the l‘gcentury
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when this had been done before in Pold&wand was partitioned between Germany and the

Austro-Hungarian Empire and Russiapartitions at the end of theth:entury leading to the
disappearance of Poland as a sovereign naiainduring that period, Polish intellectuals, Polish
cultural figures, kept the Polish spirit and the Polish culture &afiga.have peoplé Chopin

during that periodYou had Sienkiewich, who became a Nobel laureate in literadme many

others.They looked historically to the i@century and were trying to do pretty much the same
thing in the 2th century, with some success.

Q: Didwe havetheequv al ent t o AAmeri kad in the Soviet L

SCANLAN: We did.It was the second on€&he first was the Russian one and the second one
was the Polish onén the case of Poland, it circulated very freéhyRussia, we always had
problems.You had to distribte it through their distribution agency and they would return half of
them and say Wemevgr had that prélem is Bolaiditiey were extremely
popular.Used copies of them would sell in the used bookstdiles American magazine in
Poland wa very effective.

Q: As we worked in cultural affairs, did we see our goal as to talk about America or were we
aiming at showing how lousy the Soviet system was?

SCANLAN: We saw our role as presenting a positive picture of America, not a negative picture
of the Soviet UnionThat would have caused us problems with the local authoktles. d i d n 6t
demean the Soviets.

One little anecdote on that subjeictOctober 1964 it was the B0anniversary of the founding
of the Pol i sh DiRiegoMoid BVar3$l wHeretpelRbd Arnty liberated eastern
Poland, in a city called Lublin, they found something called the Lublin Committee, which was

the precursor to the Polish communist governniémey had a 28 anniversary celebration.

Khrushchev came to towAll of the communist Warsaw Pact leaders canean recall the

crowds in front of ourembassywh i | e t hey Wher werenalicetlines guéthey
werenodt stopping people from coming into our
opportunityand hey came in asking f orHerewgstheRussaf @ Amer
leader coming byl. got a couple of the local employees and we went down into our storage room

and we did have a few hundred copiesouf back
When they ran out, the guys c alsugdentlygemereberadn d s a
that we had over 2,000 copies of the speci al
greatness of Ameri ca, whi dMegowtbemltoamactidaly been ab
nothing, 10 cents a copy or somethinghen t he Pol es hadndot per mitte
because shortly before that #ALiIi fed had done a
said, AGo get thihey bdriofught magpgazihre., ®00 copi
we were out in front of the embassy distributing thelere it was, the Poles voting for

American magazines and American culture as Khrushchev is comiiighan the little parade

came by, he was in@nvertible We had a very modern looking buildinge was in the car

with Gomulka and you could see him looking at our building and then turn back to Gomulka.

| 6m sure he said, AWhat building is tYbubat o and



seehim looking back again sharplyhave that on an 8 millimeter fiihrwe di dndét openly
the RussiandAll we did was support all cultural activities that helped the Poles stay in touch
with America.

We had a big English teaching program, too, niatlly but in support of Polish English
teachingWe brought in all the best linguists we could find and put on special programs and
seminars.

Q:The Poles also turned out some really first
SCANLAN: Yes.
Q: It seemed to be specialty of theirs.

SCANLAN: Linguists, mathematical logic was another specialty thiérey had some
wonderful scholars and they maintained the level of scholarship during that period.

Q: What about your dealings with the Poles in your field as callattaché on what they were
saying about the Russian®he does not think that this is a love relationship.

SCANLAN: In their official capacity, many of them, including some of the academics and
people who had official positions in some cultural orgaiomawould be very careful in their
official relations with youBut in private, they would let their hair down and tell you what they
thought about the Russians and what they thought about comm{ihiere.was no dearth ever
of antrRussian jokesThe typical joke in Poland in those days was diissian, not just anti
communismThey belittled the Russians constantly.

Q: Were you aware of what the Soviets were trying to do to counter this to make the Poles love
the Soviet Union and communism?

SCANLAN: They were there in a proonsul relationshiprhey had a huge embas3yey had a

cultural centerther&t he Pol es di dnét p aTherdwasan obligatorhyeas t t e nt
of Russian language training in high schools and colleges, but the Polessddt pay much
attention to thatThey went for EnglishThe Soviets had their magazines just like we had ours.

One had the impression that they were content to maintain their control at the official level,

which they didl can recall Russian diplomatdlieg me that the relationship was more party to

partyl had conversations wit h IRpestalotafiimedattipel o mat s
ministry of foreign affairs, the ministry of culture, ministry of higher education working on

details of programgyetting approval for thenhremember one specific occasion where | had a

rather good conversation with a Russian diplotda¢. s ai d s omewhat deri sor.
rel ati onshi p Wedid notdhave that relationphifVe rargly even had any conta

with party officialsFor t he Russians, thatods how they exe
military to military. We had no relationship whatsoever with the military either.

Q: How did we feel about Poland at that time as a Warsaw Pact Hily? dependable was it
felt to be?
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SCANLAN: Most of us believed that Poland would not be a dependable ally in any offensive

action, that in an offensive action the Russians probably would have to just keep an eye on the
Poles.In a defensive mode, it migheldifferent.The outcome might be a little differei@ut

even there we felt the Poles were probably the least reliable Warsaw Pacthéiiebad the

largest army because they were the largest coulwtiythey had a strong military tradition.

Particula | y after 656¢é Gomul ka BHpnuntil o656f mbset F
senior military control positions in Poland were either Russian officers or Russian Poles,

including Marshall Rokossovsky, the famous one.

Q: How did Ambassador Cabot relatgth the Polish authorities?

SCANLAN: Cabot was a very traditional diplomat, very corrétis experience had been

entirely with the norcommunist world up until therdis relationship with Polish authorities was

very formal, very correcte did develom rather decent relationship with the foreign minister,

Adam Rapatski, who spoke excellent Frel@a b ot di dndét speak Pol i sh,
French Rapatski was one of the few genuine intellectuals in the Polish goverrteantas pre

war educateé. He had been a socialist, not a communist, and when they coopted the entire
Socialist Party in the | ate 06040s he was a res
1968 resigned when the Warsaw Pact forces invaded CzechosldVakiesigned orhiat issue.

Rapatski under the circumstances was a relatively decenCgbyt developed a rather decent

official relationship with him and with his deputy, Jozev, who was also-aareducated

Wieniewicz socialistHe spoke very good EnglisHis relatonship was on that level plus the

fact that both he and Mrs. Cabot were very interested in art and in music, so he enjoyed very

much when we would have a performing arts group and played his role as ceremonial

ambassador very wele did not ever get dowvery deeply into the political intricacies and
complexities of Polish political and social s
it. But he was very good to work fdtie would solicit the views of staffie would accept views.

There wereccasions when | thought he was a little skeptical about some of the programs that |
thought we ought to get involved in, but he would always supportl ymjoyed working for

him. He was a Boston Brahmin and at times could be very formal in the old semseBut a

very decent human bringind Mrs. Cabot was delightful.

Q: Were there any exchange programs of opera or jazz?

SCANLAN: Yes, we got very much involved in jazihe Poles had developed some pretty good
jazz musicians and the people that werevdealing with in cultural exchanges did not want to
acknowledge jazz as anything worthy of cultural attenfiothe summer of 1962 there was a
major jazz festival in Washington called the Washington Jazz Festieahed very heavily on

the people tealt with particularly at the cultural section of the foreign ministry to agree to let us
send a very good Polish jazz combo, 5 of them, to Washington for the feBtigglreluctantly
agreedThey were led by a very good fellow, Andziej Czoczowskiany rate, they were good.
They came here and some of the officers who had just left Warsaw and were back in the
Department arranged for them to give a jazz concert in the courtyard of the State Department.
They also were very successful at the jazz felsthMer they became a hit, the very people | had
been dealing with in the ministry of culture and the ministry of foreign affairs who kind of turned



their nose up said, AYou dmomthat pomt oh, wesdevelspedc h  wo
a very goodelationship.There was a very good Polish jazz festival every ydaey had a jazz

magazine that was very godlfe sent a lot of their people to the StaWs. brought people

there.Ella Fitzgerald came under our auspices and put on a very successkit@i their huge

congress hallSo, we developed a very good relationship and supported the development of

Polish jazz.

Q: In these programs, what was our ultimate objective?

SCANLAN: It was defined very well by Ronald Reagan later\ie.were underming the

Polish communist system by keeping creative Poles in touch with cultural developments in the

United States, keeping them informé&this was the period when the Soviets were trying to keep
information out of the Soviet Union and to some extenbbiastern Europd.hey were not

that successful with regard to Eastern Eurdjeey spent more money jamming the Voice of

America than we spent broadcastiNgu can hear the jammers even in Pold&ut. Radio Free

Europe got through even though the Pdlad a jamming program, togOA did. We were

getting information into Poland and through Poland into the Soviet Unhioas a very

successful program in many wayr instance, we sent so many Polish scholars of sociology to

the U.S. indteaerllyatée6 ®s50wndenr a Ford Foundatic
programs that we helped develop a very good school of Polish socidlogy put out a

guarterly publication on sociology which was excellénecall being told by some of these

Polish sociologsts that their Soviet colleagues told them that they had to learn to read Polish.

They could get the Polish quarterlidsh ey coul dndét get Weéhadtemer i can
Cuban Missile Crisis while we were in Polakdhrushchev was overthrown and tegsin the

Soviet Union in October 1964 and replaced by tougher minded people, Brezhnev and Kosygin.

We had the beginning of the Vietham War in February of 1965 and that chilled the atmosphere

even in PolandThis was not an easy period of relatioRslard was sort of a windowreople

have to remember that geographically Poland was the only East European Warsaw Pact country
surrounded entirely by other communist Warsaw Pact countriesd a seacoast, but otherwise

its neighbors were all Warsaw Pact coomist countriesT hi s wasndét true of an
Eastern European countriésid yet Poland was our principal window into the Warsaw Pact for

cultural influence and information because of the nature of Polish society and because we had

the wit to tryand exploit that.

Q: I would think that one of the greatest tasks that you might have been faced with was the death
of President KennedWere you there?

SCANLAN: Yes.John Steinbeck was there at the titde.had been at that famous dinner at the
White House with all the Nobel laureates where Kennedy said this was the greatest collection of
wisdom at dinner since Thomas Jefferson dined aloremy case, Steinbeck on that occasion

was approached by Kennedy to go to Eastern Eukdgpevent to 3 countrie¥,ugoslavia alsol

had been his escort in Poland most of the time including the day that Kennedy w¥geshot.

went down to LodzHe had been in western Poland, where he had been taken care of by our
Poznan consulate staffthen they delivered him to Lodthe second largest city in Polafthere

was a university there and he was going to speak to the American literature program students.
We were there with him for thathey gave a dinner for hirnthen we drove him back to
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Warsaw.He was with his wife, Elae, and we were in my cavly wife was thereHe was kind

of tired.He had been in Poland for a week and had had programs evelyeday.di dnét want
anything thateveninge s ai d, AWoul d you | i ke to come bac
simplespaet ti He nnnaeir®,0 AThat Iwbwd dh ade aMoln dtelrifsulhe
f o o0 $o.wé had a nice, quick spaghetti dinner at our hdisen | took him to his hotel.

dropped by the embassy then because | had been gone édiivday.about 8:00 PM walked

into the embassy and went back to the press and culture section and saw the press officer, Phil
Arnold, working with the tickerHe s ai d, AJack, Pr e sWed ednitd nKéetn nhead\

rapid communications in those daga, we were gettig a reporton VOAL s ai d, @Al 6d be
St e i n bcalledkhe botel and the maid on their floor had just told them but they had nothing
further.S o |l said, nWel | |, I 61 | fcYoense, bpyl ehadsde bdeor mtgh e

Cc o n c e BSm ledbppéd by my home first to tell my wife what was going/@hile | was

home briefly, the desk officer, the second or third guy on the Polish American desk in the foreign
ministry, came to my door to express his condolences and his persondllgsafuy was a
communist official from the foreign ministry, a very nice guynfortunately, he died fairly

young, Andzey WojtowiczHe was later posted in Washington and was quite popular here as a
Polish diplomatThat was the nature of the socielie Poles took this almost as a personal loss.
So, | went back to the hot&8teinbeck was in his pyjamas and bathrobe and Elaine was there,
veryupsetbythisNe di dndét know what haditwasahpmbleed, who
feeling.We were cut off fronthe world, listening on VOA and static and what have yda.

were getting the reportElaine was from Texas and was a personal friend of John Commely,

who was also shot.hey had been in Texas just before coming on this trip and had heard all of
this violently anttKennedy stuff from some of the wealthy Texdrtink Steinbeck at that

point was almost prepared to believe that this could have been a plot by some of these violently
antirKennedy Texans.

Q: When | first heard this, this was my reaction.
SCANLAN: That they were wildly fanatically conservative akgnnedy people.
Q: Particularly in Dallas.

SCANLAN: Yes.

Anyway, he was veryupséithen he said, AWell, please cancel
forward with the official prograntie woul have wanted me to do thisame at his request and

I wi | I f i mMeémada neétiagtthe following morninge was to speak to university

studentsWe expected an audience of well over 100 students of Englighwas a major field.

Wekepti st ening to the radio unti/l al most midni g
pick me up for that meeting at the university, would you see if you could get me a black

ar mbawdal?lo, it wasnot Bathexecwere private sHoisevaste lieati et vy .

the universityat 1000l he next mor ni ng, |l 6m down on a stre

black tie for myself and a black armband for hirffound a little tailor shop and told the tailor
who | was and what | wanteHe made a blackrmband for me very quicklytook it back and
gave it to JohnHe wore it and we both wore the black tidg. spoke to the students, a very
hushed audience, at the universithiere were more people there than | expected, almost 200.
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think they went vy beyond the English faculty.h at was t he way we exper.
death.

Q: In Belgrade, we were

SCANLAN: It was not only large but a very sympathetic audiefbe.Poles in general behaved
in a very sympathetic manndihey had a memorial massthe cathedral which the entire
embassy staff attended/e had a picture display out in front of the embassy and they just came
by the hundreds and put candles in front of the pictures.

Q: It was a very emotional time.

Why dondét we Befopratwe hi sapeinhhe& 664/ 665 peri
crackdown, when things started getting tougher, and how that affected your work as a cultural
attaché Also for the time that you were in charge of the political section.

SCANLAN: Okay. T h at d ia dlbwig an sicremental tightening of the internal political
situationinPolandBut t he r e alld nt rnaoctk dsouwnee | 6 dl tc adlild nidtt a
take that formUp until the end of the Gomulka era, it was a steady tighteriagvho had been

the hero of October 656 by the time he was ou
faithful followers and had lost all the credibility.

Q: Next time, we will talk about the effects of the gradual process during the time you were there
and also wht you were getting from the country team and from your own views about Gomulka,
and then about your time as political counselor, how the political section operated in this

difficult environment.

SCANLAN: The people who were fighting this tightening of thternal political situation were
on the cultural side, the intellectual$ie writers union was one of the main battle groups during
the mid6 6 0 s .

Q: Also with the Catholic Church and its role in this at that tidwed any reflections on Polish
anti-Semitism that you saw.

SCANLAN:Yes, we should talk about Bobby Kennedyo
Cardinal Wyszynski, who played a major political role in Poland.

WALLACE W. LITTELL
Public Affairs Officer, USIS
Warsaw (19611965)

Wallace W Littell was born in Pennsylvania and raised in lowa. His career at

USIA included posts in Moscow, Warsaw, Belgrade and East Berlin. Mr. Littell
was interviewed by Robert Martens on October 1, 1992.
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Q: I think the way we might proceed now is to begim Wit places where you served overseas,
other than the Soviet Union, beginning with Poland, and then after that we can make some more
general observations on Eastern Eurofe.starting with Poland and your great insights...

LITTELL: Well, I don't know abut great insights, but | have always had a warm spot in my

heart for Poland and the Poles dating from my time there, January to April, and June and July of
'46 right after the war, when | was there with UNRRA, basically with relief supplies, horses,
cattle, livestock and food for our allies who had suffered so much during the war.

My interest in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe dates from thatttvwees my first real

encounter with Soviet troops and with the Soviet and East European situbtaoned some

lessons personally, and also from Polish friends | met at the time, which opened my eyes a bit
about our Russian allies, and also gave me an insight into Poland which was valuable during my
service there latet.was Public Affairs Officer at thembassy from '61 to '65, and it was an
interesting experience for miewas really great to be in Poland after the Soviet Unite.

Soviet Union was so tight and controlled during the time that | was there in th&@sdand

Poland, although a commisikdominated country, was noticeably more ofeontacts with the

Poles were easy to come by, and | had some very good Polish friends, and still have Polish
friends I'm in touch with.

So far as the program there is concerned, we had an active, antyfag# Public Affairs
program.The negotiations with the communist authorities were sometimes difficult, but we did a
lot. We had one program there which | considered to have been particularly effective; and this
was what was called the Informational NeeGuarantee ProgratWe had a lot of Polish

currency at the time, which was derived from the sale of agricultural products, and for some of
our programs we could draw on thgar the Informational Media Guarantee Program, which we
negotiated the first y that | was there it was the other way around in that we supplied dollar
currency-- hard currency- in the amount of a million and a half dollars a year from our budget
for the Poles to use to purchase American informational media and were reimhuP&ediS0

zlotys. This program ran all the way from films, and books and magazine subscriptions, to
performance rights on theatrical and operatic and musical workas particularly effective in
bringing American books into Polantihe annual Warsaw Bod¥air was a big event for us, and

for American book publishers, because they had a guaranteed amount of hard currency which the
Poles could apply to purchase of American botikgas very effective for that reasorhe

American book publishers represeites came in and it was a big annual evetherwise the

Polish program was quite a standard exchange program.

Q: Could I intervene here for a moment, based on my own involvement with the exchange
program with Eastern Europérecall that a distinctiormight be made, and you can perhaps
comment on this, that in regard to the Soviet Union we had a formal exchange agreement and we
were very conscious of reciprocity, and trying to make sure that U.S. access to the Soviet Union
was somewhat at least compalalwvith Soviet access to the United Staltescall from being

involved with the student program that we didn't really care about reciprocity at all with Poland.
We were glad to accept large numbers of Polish students from the beginning without any though
of reciprocity.We didn't have any very tight controls over thémuas very much like a program

12¢



that one might have had with western Europe, or some other part of the world, maybe not totally,
but it was much closer to that than it was to the Soviggnam.And, in fact, the only somewhat
reciprocal formal exchange agreement we had, other than the Soviet Union, was with Romania.
So we tended to do the same elsewhere, but it was probably more noticeable in regard to Poland
than with other Eastern Europa countries as well.

LITTELL: Yes, I think this is very truéDf course, there are so many PolAsmericans, and the

ties are so great and so many Poles have relatives in the United States, that a lot of young people
were invited over by their relativés go to school, or their visas were facilitated by relatives.

We did not keep a close count at e had a sprinkling of American exchange students who

were either PolisiAmericans, or were particularly interested in Polakitd some of them have

gone m and been leaders in academia in the United States in American universities in Polish
studies.

One particularly good program across the years too was the tie we had with the lowa Writer's
Program-- Paul Engle's program at the University of lowa, whrelned a lot of, not only

Polish, but also other East European writers in writing techniques and furthered their Yéeeers.
had a number of distinguished graduates of that program.

Q: What about large performing arts groupB®d we have those going to Rad as well?

LITTELL: We tended to depend on what went to the Soviet Union for the modif pagtoup
went to the Soviet Union, then we would try to get it to stop off in Poland, Romania,
Czechoslovakia, what have you, on the way bAckl we were geerally successful in thatVe
had a number of performing arts groups, and we had a number of individual perfékaers.
even had some who were there for some period of time at the Warsaw, or others-operas
younger people mostly, who were just gettingtir@ining and moving ahead that way.

We had quite active sports exchanges which, of course, we had with the Soviet Union under the
agreement todut in Poland basketball was particularly popubar.old wrestling teammate,

and colleague of mine who waa outstanding American wrestler and wrestling coach, came

over and stayed with us for some time, sponsored by the Polish Olympic Committee while | was
there.So it was a much more ad hoc, and open, reciprocal type Asrigsaid, | liked the Poles

a lotand worked with them wellThe people in the responsible positions were, of course, subject
to Party control and so on, but there was not the generally negativeréggiing attitude that

you got from Soviet bureaucrats in the '30they were permitté to do something, they'd do it

and they'd do it well and enthusiasticalynd, of course, the turnouts were great too for the
programs there.

WALTER B. SMITH, I
Chief, Consular Section
Warsaw (19631965)

Walter B. Smith, Il was born and raised inddle IslandHis career in the
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Foreign Service included assignments in Germany, Poland, USSR and Israel.
Smith was interviewed by Charles Stuart Kennedy in the summer of 1993.

Q: You were in Warsaw from when to when?
SMITH: From 1963 to 1965.
Q: What waghe situation in Poland in that period?

SMITH: The regime was gradually tightening Uighad raised a lot of expectations in its
defiance of the Soviets in 195Bhis was scarcely six or seven years ldtdrad not been able to
establish any "wigglepace" for itself within the Soviet embrace. Of course, the leaders of the
regime, while probably Polish nationalists, were communists first and foreingat never a
popular regime in Poland@he economy was not doing wellhat, in particular, made thregime
nervous, and its response to the situation was to tighten up on internal sdmwdéstheless,
American diplomats who took the trouble to learn Polish and any other diplomats who knew
Polish were not prevented from having contact [with the pgdptan not imagine even the
most tight fisted Polish regime ever being able hermetically to seal off Bpkstking diplomats
[from the people], which the regime did with ease in MosaMe.were followed wherever we
drove in Poland, but there were ndo%ed areas," except for obvious military camps.

My first wife learned PolishShe had also learned Russian, at the time she went with me to
Moscow in 1959She had taken a "crash"” course in Russe. now learned Polisie drove
all over Poland and ed our languagé&Ve had a German nursewe already had four very
small children by the time we got to Warsaie had a wonderful German nurse, and that
"liberated" my wife to participate in the more intellectually stimulating and more human
dimensions oforeign Service lifeShe was very good at it and she loved it.

| was directly transferred in the summer of 1965 from Warsaw to Moscow.

Q: Let's stay with Warsaw for a blh the first place, talking about the life there, it hadn't been
too long-- three or four years- since there had been a rather famous case of [the Polish
intelligence service's] "turning" one of our General Services Offi¢@igyou find it a problem
getting information from [the Polish people]?

SMITH: I think that the Departmemtas understandably nervous about the staff in Warkhw.
security people [in the Embassy] were a lot more numerous than they normally would have been.
They talked to us regularly [about the security risks] but they did not establish the kind of rules
which would have hampered our ability to have contacts in Waiaeve were all kinds of

rules about reporting unusual incidents to them, but there were no restrictions on language
officers contacting Poles. Even consular officers were welcome to havesouitts with

Poles And we did-- all of us.That made all the difference in the works | started to say, |

went from Warsaw to Moscoun this one critical respect it was like going from day to night, in
terms of being able to have contacts, althoudjd have a lot more contact in Moscow than

people normally do, obviously because the KGB assigned some interesting young people to be
my "friends." | was a Political Officer in Moscow, and so | was allowed to doltinean, these
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Russians would come bur home, and we'd go to their homes.
Q: What was the consular work like when you were in Poland?

SMITH: It was really fabulous?oland had still not stepped beyond about 1920 in terms of
economic and social conditions, as compared with Western Edropexample, there were

whole villages in Poland where the people wore wooden shoes every day. There were large
sections of Poland where the peasantry wore local costumes as their main form gihemress.
were wonderful stories told by my colleagueshia tmmigrant Visa Unit about peasants from

the Province where so many Americans of Polish origin come from, Rzeszow in southeastern
Poland, a lovely and charming area but economically very backiMaede poor people would
come, as often as not, by horsetdo Warsaw, 100 miles or so awdyey had to be

fingerprinted, for example, at the beginning of processing their immigrant visa applications.
Several times these immigrant visa applicants were told to go and wash their hands, after they
were fingerprited, and they did not come back for an h&hen they came back, they were
asked where they had bedieir answer was that they had gone down to the Warsaw River to
wash their hands because they had not heard of and had never seen runnifighisateat the
immigrant visa operation extremely interesting because it was an exposure to a different period
of time.

Q: Were there many pressures on you from the Chicago area, for example, or Congress, and all
that?

SMITH: There was an awful lot of Congressaborrespondencéfelt that, as chief of the
Consular Section, | should spend a fair amount of time going over Congressional
correspondence, and | didfound a provision in the Nationality Act relating to visas intended

for communists living in the IEe World who became disillusioned and could enter the United
States on a special basis if they could demonstrate that for a minimum period of time they had
not only ceased to be communists but had been activeantnunistsl figured out a way to

use thaprovision of law to help Poles who, | was convinced, wereamtimunists, to get

special visa status to enter the United States from behind the Iron Cuihigiprovision had

never been used befotewas very satisfying to achieve that during mydithere.

Q: How about norimmigrant visasDid you have to check these applications to make sure that
the people were really nemmigrants?

SMITH: One of our junior CIA officers, under Foreign Service "cover," was themangrant

visa officer throughot my time [in Warsaw] and did an extraordinarily thorough and careful job.
| had no concerns about our making a serious error in thafldrer® was a lot of nen

immigrant activity. A common problem with nemmmigrant visa applicants was that they were
frequently very pretty young women with no visible means of support once they got to the
United StatesObviously, they were going there, hoping to get mariféd.had to turn those

young ladies down routinely, which was sad but neces$hgre were intesting people

applying for noAimmigrant visas- commercial travelers, and so forth, in addition to
government officials, performing artists, and soTmere was a brisk tradedid not spend

nearly as much time following that operation as | did the ignamt visa and also the citizenship
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operation.

There must have been a quarter of a million American citizens residing in Poland, most of them
elderly people receiving social security or U.S. Government annuity chgisksbuting those

checks was critiddor those people/Ne also had some inevitably tragic welfare cases among

this large body of American citizens.

Q: Who was the Ambassador and how did he run the operation?

SMITH: The Ambassador was John Moors Cabot, a verjaddioned Foreign Serviadficer

who, to his surprise, was asked at just about the same time as | became chief of the Consular
Section if he would negotiate a consular convention between the United States andHoland.
had, of course, done a good deal of negotiatiggwas delifted to have something like that to
do, but if he had ever been a consular officer, it was 30 years dddiezlied on me, totally, for
substantive advicé.went to all of the sessions with him and was his note taker, his interpreter,
and his telegrardrafter afterwardsThat certainly kept my time occupied during my tour of duty
in WarsawHe and his wife were also old and close friends of my then wife's parents, and so
they would invite us around, perhaps somewhat more often than they would normally h
invited us, to be the junior officer "fill in" at their official dinnefihis was a good education and
preparation for the future, too.

WALTER E. JENKINS, JR.
Polish Desk Officer, Bureau of European Affairs
Washington, DC (19641966)

Walter E. Jehins, Jr. was raised in Texas and New England. His career in the
Foreign Service included posts in Germany, Taiwan and Poland. He was
interviewed by Charles Stuart Kennedy on February 20, 1991.

Q: You went to the Naval War College for a year, and thenware Polish desk officer, '64 to
'66. What were the main things that you did as the desk officer in this particular period of time?

JENKINS:I think the two things that stand out most in my mind were: one, the latter half, '66,
was, as | say, the millerum of the Polish church and stafed you had a lot of things going on
with the PoliskAmerican community in trying to promote the importance of this occasion and
how important the church was in Poland, including the Rose Garden ceremonies and so forth.

Q: Rose Garden at the White House.

JENKINS: At the White House, ye#&nd helping edit their speechdsvas rather surprised,
because the Polislmerican speech writers were depicting Mary as God in Polandan, she
was referred to as Golin a Metlodist, and | said, "Is that really true?" And so they edited it
down a little bit-- Mother of God.



But this was the dominant thingnd it was also the period when we sent a congressional
delegation to Poland that wanted to capitalize on the millenniomosphere and dedicate a
children's hospital down in Krakowwent over with them as a guide, and observed that there
was a great effort by the congressmen to express the feeling of the sympathy on the part of
American public for the Polish peoplEhe milennium was one of the dominant features of that
period.

The second dominant feature was the problem that began with thedoraolof the Soviets and

the Americans on each oth&he Soviets had put a lot of areas off limits for American travel in

the Sviet Union, and we retaliateAnd then we retaliated against the Poles, too, because they
were compelled to follow the Soviet examplrtain areas in the U.S. were placed "off limits.".

And so they set Lublin, where the Catholic university is, offténd this started a series of

related problems, because our military attachés would get into trouble sometimes in these areas.
And the Poles then started a series of PNG actions against the attachés.

Q: PNG is to make them persona non grata.

JENKINS: Yes.And so they would PNG one of ours, meaning their expulsion from Poland, and
we'd PNG one of theirg\nd this went on and on until they were down to only two attachés and
we were down to fouThere seemed to be no way to stojiten though | thoughwe should

put this aside and get on with something else, it just kept happémddhe embassy at that

time seemed to favor the PNG, "Let's be tough and get rid of them."

So my two years were dominated mostly, | think, by the millennium, the probldra ofosed
areas and the PNGing of attach&sd | was sort of glad that | was selected to be DCM in
Warsaw to get out of that atmosphere, hoping it would not be getting out of the frying pan into
the fire.

S. DOUGLAS MARTINS
Chief Economic Officer

Warsaw (19641967)
S. Douglas Martin was born in New York in 19R&ring 19451945 he served
overseas in the US Army, upon returning he
Johnds University in 1949 and | ater receiyv

University in B52.His career included positions in Germany, Washington D. C.,
Yugoslavia, Poland, Laos, Austria, Turkey, Nigeria, and Cameidoriviartin
was interviewed by Charles Stuart Kennedy in January 1999.

Q:You were in Poland from 664 until when?

MARTI M: t®6 06 7.

Q: As chief of the economic section.
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MARTIN: Chief of the Economic Section.
Q: Who was the ambassador?

MARTIN: The ambassador when | first got there was John Moors Cabot, and about halfway
through it was John Gronouski. Two more differentgde@ould not exist in the world. One was
a domestic politician and | dondét think he wa

Q: John A. Gronouskirém Chicago.

MARTIN: No, Wisconsin. On the other hand, there was John Moors Cabot, whodradhlibe

Foreign Service from the first Foreign Service class in 1924. He had a lot of experience in the

Far East. He was a very interesting person in that wherever he had been he had tried to learn the
language. He tried to get out and give speecheshahdd been very successful in Northern

Europe. | think he had been in Sweden. | know he had been in Finland. He used to go around and
give speeches and talk to people in university groups. Since our relations with Poland were pretty
good, and we were engraging the independence of the Eastern European countries, he wanted

to do something |ike that. They really shut h
but they shut him down, and he didnét retalia

The Poles needed wheat at one tikve. gave them $500 million in wheat exports under the

Title 1 of PL-480. Titlelof P4 8 0 has to be repaid in doll ars.
|l V didnét have to be repaid in dollars. I for
provision was they would get $500 million worth of wheat, and we would use the money they

would generate in zlotys on agreed projects within, | guess it was 10 years, or they had to repay

in dollars. That date was hanging over the Poles, and they wemuseabout it. They came up

with something that Cabot considered very car
They wanted us to redo the entire Vistula River in a US Army Corps of Engineers project to

make the Vistula navigable and potable andironmentally acceptable, all kinds of things that

would be done to the Vistula River. It would have used up the whole $500 million in a project of
seven or eight years and web6éd have nothing to

At that time the war was going amVietnam, and the Polish press was very-anti position in

Vietnam. So this really put a cloud over everything that Cabot was trying t@dd,| really

admire Cabot for thisduring one of the bombing campaigns... Jilywas coming up | guess

it was July &', 1965. We were going to have a Jufyparty, and then we got an intelligence

report, that the foreign ministry said that nobody was to come to the party. Rather than let them
insult us by having a big party and nobody would show up, Gaaot d , fi"Rhisyeard ul y 4
webre not going to have a trwaidntddmweetkrodurng bas
certain Polish officialsand hal f of {ahdahachekis df migsion of theo w

diplomatic corps would be invited. €k just served little canapés and champagne and toasted

the United States and that was it.

| really admired Cabot for not letting them insult us. He knew how to do things. He was a
diplomat. He had been ambassador to about four different countriesn@nevay back in



Shanghai there was some kind of a riot, and he went out in the middle of the riot. He was a brave
person, courageous, smart, but also stubborn. One thing you had to be very careful about was if
he ever made up his mind, it was very difftdol get him to unmake his mind.

One time he had to, and it upset him a lot. That was when Churchill died. He wanted the
embassy to go into mourning, because he reminded us all, Churchill was an honorary American
citizen. Because he was an honorary Anaricitizen, we had to honor him just as if he were an
ex-President or something. Naturally everybody went along with this at the staff meeting when

he said what we were going to do, but then some people talked to our British colleagues, and the

Britshsad, A You know, Wi nnie had a very |l ong and

now. Thereds no need to feel all that sorry,

togointo3@day mour ning for him. 0 | tablacktie fuxctomme guy W
and Cabot had more or | ess said you candt go

American citizen. They told him, AWell, the B
why weodore taking Ytolui k nooow,hdr dl.ontbde <aiodv,, i don
coming to. What is this World coming to?o0

Q: That was when he was ViBeesident?

MARTIN: Right, when he was Vic@resident. Bobby Kennedy wanted to capitalize on the

enthusiasm which he knew existedHastern Europe, when he was about to run for the United

States Senate or maybe President. He made a trip to Warsaw, and Cabot was nervous about this,
but he said, l 6m a great admirer of the Kenne

Onthef r st anniversary of Kennedyod6s death | was
mass, a one year anniversary service, and Cabot said no. He thought that was a bit much. | think
his judgment was right. So we di dnletealljgov e it .
the Poles very upset, because it was obvious
just out to get crowds, and in fact, he was haranguing a crowd outside. Hundreds of Poles would
show up from nowhere and cheer Bobby Kennedjente was talking to them. The Polish

Ministry of Foreign Affairs got very upset. We had arranged things Kennedy and his wife liked

to do. We were going to bring dolls and toys to an orphanage, and invite all the newspaper

people for a good photo opporturt vy . I went on that one. They di
didnét produce a photo opportunity for Kenned
down a little bit.

At a dinner, the minister of foreign affairs was very upset. Kennedy arrived abaifthour

|l ate. When he came in the deputy minister of
chair, Mr. Kennedy. Why don6ét you stand on it
taken aback by that. Then he went with Ambassador Cabdtstood up on top of the car, and

actually crushed the car in. It was one of these Lincolns, with pretty thin roofs. He was standing

on it making a speech, and the roof crunched in, and Cabot was inside, hunched up.

Q: Cantilever, yes.

MARTIN: AndBob by Kennedy c¢ame, and Mrs. . : . What ¢

13C



married to a polish guy.

Q: Radziwill or something like that.

MARTIN: Radziwill. Now Radziwill is one of the famous names in Poland.
Q: Yes.

MARTIN: There are about 10 famous fdies that were the big people in Polish Histehuge
landowners and all that. Radziwill is one of them.

Q:This was Jacqueline Kennedy 6s sister who wa

MARTIN: Whatever post | went to, if they needed an esialgtical attaché, as the joke goes, |

was always it. | had to arrange that we should get a priest ready in case they wanted to go to
confession. | talked to this Jesuit priest who was a friend of mine. He was all excited, | think, all
ready to do whatevdronors were to be done, but of course, they were not interested in that.

They stayed at the Europejski hotel, which had a guest book. It was the oldest big great hotel in
Warsaw, and they had a guest book, which they brought up for the Kennedys Thsguest

book went back, like, 100 years or 200 years, a very important ldadhad book. All kinds of
important people had been guests at the hotel and signed the guest book, like Pilsudski. The
Kennedys packed it up and took it with them when thiy\ée had to get it back, of course,

and we did. But it just showed you it was a chaotic experience with them.

The biggest event while | was in Warsaw was when Gomulka had been in power for quite a long

ti me, and the economy weracmigtup ahthis tinge wheethey wel |
were going to have to pay us back dollars. It was the thousandth anniversary, the millennium, of
Poland. In the meantime, Gronouski had arrived as ambassador. They were planning for this
millennium because the datetbe founding of the Polish state was also the date of the
conversion of Poland to Catholicism. Itds thr
princess. The state was going to have a huge celebration, and the Church was going to have a
huge celelation-- competing celebrations.

When Gronouski arrived, Cabot was hoping for another ambassadorship. He was hoping to go to
Chile, but he didnét get it. He went back to
National War College, and then a yea so later he retired. He wanted to have 40 years in the
Foreign Service, and | think he just about made it. When we came back, we had dinner at the
National War College quarters over in Fort Myer with the Cabots. They were always very nice to
us.

WhenGronouski arrived, his wife was afraid of flying, so they came over by ship. And there was
a lot of stuff about him, because he had been a member of the cabinet, the postmaster general. He
was pushed aside to make room for O6Brien.

Q:Larry O6Brien?
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MART | N: Larry O6Brien, who was a political ope
going to run for President and to make sure he had a postmaster general who could help him
politically. He didndédt have that much confi de

Gronouski had bame ambassador almost by a fluke. There was another better candidate who

was more Poli sh, but who didndét have a Poli sh
conscious of being a Polighmerican so much but had a very Polish name, he got the job.
Kennedypicked him because it was good politically. Johnson sent Gronouski to be ambassador

to Poland but also he wrote a letter. He tried to elevate the job by saying that he wanted to have
Gronouski 06s opinion on a regi onmakinghimkindofy t owa
an ambassador for Eastern Europe, not just Poland. All the other ambassadors, Outerbridge
Horsey, but also Elam O6Shaughnessy in Hungar

Gronouski had to come by surface. So he went by ship to Paris @&y Vienna, and then

we sent somebody to meet him there because we
any foreign language at all, never studied a foreign language, never even studied Latin. We sent

an Agency guy out, a friend who spoke Polikiently. He saw Gronouski was standing there,

looking at this absolutely desolate Polish countrysideean, snowcovered ground and

freezing cold and just desolatand he looked at it for a little while, and not looking at the guy,

justoutloud,b sai d, ALyndon, you son of a bitch! Wh
He i mmediately started trying to | earn some P
50 years ol d, youbére not going to | earen much.
the Polish system they have this military tradition and they have a military honor guard out there,

theydre at order arms, about going to present
you, 0 in Polish, Al saiogedodybu &oé&msetzomet di eg
ponoszcziSo when they went to presentarms, he $ald,z oni ®@®rand he .froze. A
seconds went by. He had been pr acporioszézhg it so

And then the arms came dovirom order arms to present arms. He was returning their salute.

He wanted to make a speech in Polish over Voice over America, and he did, but it was done with

a tape recorder where he would memorize three words, and he would say those three words and
then they shut the machine off. And then theyo:i
the five words. So he made a speech over Voice of America, abut it was a technological feat and

an achievement of modern technology; it was not a speech in Bgplggimebody who knew any

Polish.

He was trying to do things and also went to the other countries. | went with him, because he was

an economist, and he thought economics was very important. On his trip to the other places, it

was interesting to see theiefs of mission in the other countriesloyd Cola, Elam
O6Shaughnessy, an-caandbawtthey handledchigneOutidrbridge élgrsey was

very polite to him but wouldn6t go out at nig
to night cubs, and he would stay out till two or three in the morning. He always liked people on

the staff to be with him. He also liked to think he was very attuned to the press. He was always

trying to get a good press.
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He was trying to make something out of gontacts in Warsaw with the Chinese, because at
that time, we had talks every once in a while with the Chinese. When Cabot was there, all we

would tell the press was fiWe met with the Chi
mi nutes, antdi wgoét b Wsomdthing like tat) very necommittal.
Gronouski came in, and he started saying, @ We
and fair exchange of views, and it was a good
outtAlt was not a good talk. We told you what we
say good?06 Gronouski was a character.

Another interesting aspect of the job there, the embassy, | think, did very well. Any Foreign
Service officer who wanted cousit in on the talks as a scribe. There would be four people on
each side. There6d be the ambassador, a couns

The guy who did it for us, Al Harding was the Chinese language officer. There was a guy who
was political counder in Stockholm who was a Chinese specialist who would come down for

the talks. | volunteered one time. Nobody ever volunteered twice, because you had to write down
everything. You had to get a verbatim account. A telegram had to go out that nightewith th
verbatim account being sent in a couple of days later.

| had bad luck. There was a new Chinese ambassador who wasliad&rdd of a guy. There

would be an opening statement on each side an
was fornalized, and next somebody would propose when the next meeting should take place.

Cabot went through his long opening statement, which was already written down, so that was an
easy part. Then, they went through all these exchanges of views, and tHis&&Htinese

ambassador, who had been talking in a rather
Cabot, fANow if thereds nothing more to say, (¢
Cabot was supposed to propose a date for the next gpeetinbut he wasndt goi ng
said, fAAs a matter of fact, I do have somet hi
you. o0 And then he went right into a repeat of

on. He dragged it out, artden the Chinese ambassador had got the sense of what was

happening, and then at the end Cabot said, | propose the next meeting fandscbh a date.

He may even have said, AUnl ess you have somet
such. Cabotvas a diplomat from way, way back, and he was always standing up for the United
States on occasions like that in a diplomatic way. He was very careful to take into account

another personés feelings, but hebodypstonal so ve
over on the United States. Gronouski was completely different, and would get into trouble. |
woul d i magine that people in Washington were

On these trips to Eastern Europe Outerbridge Horse was very good, becaustnae thare

was the question of the Czech gold. We had a negotiation with all the Eastern European

countries about the amount of money they owed us and how they were going to pay. We were
getting 10, 11, 12 cent s o rstheviagwedveré negotiatinp.r om e
But the Czechs wanted their gold back, because we were holding the Czech gold in Fort Knox.

They initialed an agreement where they would get the gold back, and we would get 11 cents on

the dollar. So this agreement, initialedl both sides, was sent to Washington and Prague, just at
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that time the gold price was freed, and goes shooting up in value.

The gold that we were going to give them that was originally worth say $10 million, was now

worth $40 million. In Washingtontheyer e sayi ng, fAHey, hey, everyil
Wedbre not going to give you back the gold unt
equities have changed. Things are not as they were when we made the agreement. We would

never had initialed theggeement we initialed.

Outerbridge Horsey felt that this was a betrayal by the United States of an agreement that was
negotiated, initialed, and approved on each side, and it was just a matter of formality of signing

it. He was upset and told Gronouskbabt t hi s, and then said, fAThi s
with your position in Washington as a member
i ntervene. Gronouski really couldndét have had

Outerbridge Horsg so he came away liking him.

We had another incident with Outerbridge Horsey where he was in trouble. IBM was trying to

move into Eastern Europe at that time. In Czechoslovakia, Watson, Jr. who was in Paris and the
head of IBM in Europe, came with anNBentourage and made an appointment to see
OQuterbridge Horsey, at 10 o6cl ock. Hor sey was
so Horsey | eft. He wasndédt there when they cam
they were a half hourte, no excuse, nothing. They were very upset with him. | think they were

trying to get him fired because he had insulted Watson. But Watson had insulted him, no

apol ogies or anything. Thatdés the way Horsey
ambassador.

Gronouski | i ked OQOuterbridge Horsey. Il n Hungar
thing altogether because Cardinal Mindszenty was in the embassy in Hungary, and Elam
O6Shaughnessy was | i ke his gSimmaGtanauskialre&y on o u s k
had this reputation for talking too much to the press, as soon as we arrived, the minute we had an
appointment with El am O6Shaughnessy, with Her

said to Gronouskie fihek@awdiyoal waahdtboboee arr
only arrange for you to see him if you agree to say nothing to the press. You have to agree to that
because 1 6m telling you that heds under very
how we handle the Cardinal. Of course that was true. That was US policy; they wanted to keep

him because the Cardinal would always try to use any occasion to put himself out in front and

against the government.

Gronouski was taken aback by that, and a littleniffed. He was definitely miffed. Then
006 S h a u g-hewasasfriend of mine, | liked him because he used to be the DCM in

Belgrade-s ai d, AHer b, you two canb6t see the cardin
ambassador. 0 So tnhlbe peessiwvaresfalavhg Gronsuakwarobnd at that

ti me, because he was always good for somethin
said, Al saw everybody | came to see. 0 But he

Washington, | heard later,a8 trying to get him fired for that.

Our wives came along too, and then Mrs. Gronouski was afraid to fly back. She flew down, but
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she was afraid to fly back. My wife went back with her on the train from Budapest to Warsaw.
They were always friends. Maryr@ouski was a nice person. My wife and she got along
extremely well, just as my wife had gotten along with Mrs. Cabot very well.

Gronouski did talk to the press. He talked about briaigiking or something, but it worked out
all right.

| mentioned thain Poland it was the thousandth anniversary of the founding of the Polish state,
and it was a competing thing between the stat
heard of Our Lady of Czestnowa or Czestochowa.

Q: Is that the Black Madonna?

MARTI N: Yes, itbés a black Madonna. I't goes ba
a church and we coul dndét go there because it
the Poles from visiting certain places in the US; they redtriese | had gone around with

Zablocki in Poland. They let him go there, and he and | went in. They had a music box when

they showed it. It was inside a safe. It must have been 100 years old. And when they open the

safe, the thing sraakbymnpt hand waemwrtheéeread | us
interesting because itdéds the Black Madonna. I
But itodéos in every church in Poland.

Q: A picture of it.

MARTIN: A picture of it in every church. Theynotnl v have that picture,
transport around, but they had the first copy, which is special. That went around Poland to every
diocese in Poland and at opening ceremonies Gomulka gave a speech, and naturally they brought

in a whole crowd opeople to listen to him, but Gomulka had a habit like a lot of Communists of
droning on, droning and droning and droning on. As he was doing that, people started to walk

out on him, and the press reported this, and it was really a big shame.

Q: Doug, bebre we finish up this Polish portion, could you talk a bit about the Polish economy
dur i ng-67nphried ad Wwedwere seeing it?

MARTIN: The Polish economy seemed to be doing badly. Naturally, the Communist system
doesndét work well. ihhewynanouwlgdmaht egothopnggopl e t ¢
were very inefficient. They tried to I mprove
improved productivity this amount and that amount, but really, they were having a lot of trouble.
Alcoholismwas a huge problem. You would see people drunk going to work in the morning. In
factories it was another big problem. The Poles, although they are very devout Catholics, have no
compunction about stealing something if they can get their handson i, emsge¢ vy i f it 6s |
another village or if ités in a factory run b
had, fTIbdigve theg pagus,andwemakee | i eve we wor k. O

The Polish economy was really staggering along; it was not doing vergivedll] and this
probably was the cause for Gomulka being pushed out. That was just about when | was leaving.
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The man who came in to replace him was named Gierek. Gierek was the leader in Silesia, which
was one part of the economy that was doing well.Htlesh coal mining industry was

functioning, because they needed coal for the big steel factory that they had built down near
Krakow. | visited a coal mine one time. | think some of the big support for the Communists came
from coal miners before the wahw were members of the union, and the unions had been taken
over by Communists. The highpaid workers in Poland were coal miners. They were always
favored, and | think their production was high. So Gierek, who was the head of that area, became
the primeminister of Poland. Gomulka fled. It was 1968. It was the time of the war between the

| srael i sé

Q:Oh,yes. TheSikay War between the I sraelis and Nass

MARTIN: Right. And nobody realized it. We knew there were many, many Jews in the

governmat i n Poland, but | donét think we realiz
going around at that time because the population was very much in favor of the Israelis and very
happy to see the Russians who supported Egypt taking a beating. Thereke®igojag around

that somebody told the Russian | eader, AYouodv
surprised at that, and they say, Avia | srael
AAre you on the sideinefet Ao e andnskroffdreme v heev
affairs, the vicaminister of foreign tradea number of vicaninisters were Jewish. The ministers

were not. Because everybody was in favor of Israel at that time, Gomulka was humiliated by

that. Gierek came irfitom that area of the coal miners where there was a lot eSantitism.

They started what amounted to a pogrom. The-muwaster of foreign trade, the head of the

North American section, which included Canada and the US, of the Ministry of Foreign Trad

and the American Desk officer in the Ministry of Foreign Trade, were all Jewish. The vice

minister was retired, and the other two emigrated. They were refugees. One of them went to
Sweden; the other to England. On the one hand, people were very happwhéat happened in

the SixDay War; but the reaction against the Jews was rather dramatic, really bad.

Q: Well, anttSemitism has always been quite strong in Poland. | had just left Yugoslavia at that

time, and the Yugoslavs were also having fun bedheseader of Israeli armed forces was of
Yugoslav origin, and they took great pride in
Nasser.

MARTIN: The people in Eastern Europe were very much in favor of Israel, and the Communists
were very embarrasseg the whole thing.

But to finish up on the millennium, throughout the year, the government was trying to celebrate
from the stateds point of view, and the Churc
and it was a big victory for the Church ovke state. It was very embarrassing for Gomulka, and

that also contributed to his demise as prime minister. | attended a couple of ceremonies in

Warsaw. These Communists would get in front of a procession, and they would block it. | saw

them locking armsind holding people from going into the church. And the Church had these

guys with blue berets on who were litkesir police, patrolling like ushers. The leader of the

Church group was trying to shame themo AbDbe yo
whole thing was, | think, in the end a big defeat for the state. The whole celebration turned out to
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be a disaster.

One of the worst disasters was when they stole a picture. They stole the number one image, and
they only got it back three weeksdatin order to shut down a couple of other celebrations that

had been planned. The devotion to Our Lady of Czestochowa in Poland, is unbelievable. In fact,
we left Poland one day, and the next day was a Sunday. The Polish maid used to take my
youngest daghter around. She was an old woman and used to take her to church all the time and

was al ways telling her stories. When we got t
was | ooking all around the churchchhowe3a@ai d to
[ Where is Our Lady of Czestochowa]? She coul d

It was a big defeat, and suggested that eventually if there were a Polish pope, it would not really

be all that much of a surpri se. tlwhsvénhlagicstk was n
that there should be a Polish pope. In the chatate debate that was going on, the Communists

were always criticizing the Polish church for being outmoded, too conservative, and behind the
times. That resonated in Western Europe,raagibe in the United States too. It was an effective
propaganda ploy, but within Poland, everybody loved Cardinal Wyszynski, and there was some
fallout of the persecution, but not much.

DAVID M. EVANS
FSI, Polish Language Training
Washington DC (1964)

Consular/Economic Officer
Warsaw (19641967)

Mr. Evans was born and raised in Philadelphia, PA and was educated at Harvard
University and the University of Belgrade Law School. After service in the US
Army, he joined the Foreign Service in 1963. As an &eoo Specialist, Mr.

Evans served in Warsaw, Belgrade, Moscow and London. In addition to his
economic assignments, he served in senior level positions dealing with
International Security and Countdrerrorism. He also served as Political

Advisor to the Comanderin Chief, US Naval Forces in Europe. Mr. Evans was
interviewed by Charles Stuart Kennedy in 1996

Q: After this trip, what was in the cards for ybu

EVANS: Well, | looked forward to a more stable situation because the trip was not all that easy.

And f or four months | hardly knew my wife, as
honeymoon, it was a working honeymoon, and there were a lot of stresses. But, we found a

beautiful house to rent opposite the three sisters, rocks in the Potomac, in NiogtoArlAt

that time, it was completely woods. | was assigned to the German desk, and | think | had some

sort of another course at FSI (Foreign Service Institute), prior to going to the German desk. |
thought, AThis was goodastands mgr wgf @ameat oAine



to get her art masterod6s degree. We | ooked for
maybe, several years in Washington. We had an absolutely lovely house with the grand piano. It
was just a fluke that wgot it from the woman who went off to Europe and wanted someone to

feed her cat.

| had not even reported to the German Affairs Office, when | got a telephone call. The telephone
caller said, AWould you |ike toWgbopsaw?War saw?
Absolutely, this was beyond my dreams. The reason was that a U.S. diplomat named Irwin

Scarbeck had been arrested for espionage. He was later to be sentenced to 10 years at Ft.
Leavenworth, the first U.S. diplomat to be sentenced for espionhgg.nEeded an extra body

in Warsaw. He was a GSO, General Services Officer, | would not go into his job, but | would go

into the Consular Section and somebody in the Consular Section would be moved to the GSO
position. I sai d, @ Wideimabaubsix weeks. Welg at thistme,? 0 They
knew Russian, and Serd@roatian, but no Polish. So, they gave me six weeks of Polish training.

My wife was very unhappy about going to Poland. She was looking forward to getting her
master 6s, teandkedliagdown,gandhioolaading a more normal life. | had hoped that
the lure of Polish artists would be sufficient to help, and in fact, she did eventually get very
involved in the Polish art scene. But, initially she was very unhappy, and alsodyuestha
discovered that she was pregnant with our first child.

| also went through, intensive security briefings, because the Scarbeck thing had shaken up not
only Warsaw Embassy but the whole Foreign Service. This was big stuff. Scarbeck had been
trappedby a Polish girl, a Polish blonde. So, | studied Polish and prepared to go out there in six
weeks. | was also told that, | was the first junior officer to be sent to an Iron Curtain post,
without having first served in another foreign post. This was & bogeor, as it were. | was

given these intensive security briefings, where pictures of Polish blondes were flashed on the
screen and | was shown maps of the area.

Q: I guess they were all concerned about honey traps, | think was the term

EVANS: That wagight. They were concerned all right, and | was taken aback by the intensity,
almost ferociousness, of this security briefing. As | say, Polish blondes were seen as the enemy,
quite clearly. | was shown pictures of typical Polish blondes they wantea ywoid and told

stories of entrapment scenarios that had happened. Of course, they told about the Scarbeck case:
how he was married and the hold over him was
Atlantic Treaty Organization) secrets, she wouldéet to a prison camp to be a prison

prostitute. To avoid that, as he thought he was doing, and to help her, he did steal classified
NATO documents, copy them, and then give them to her for her bosses. Eventually he was
caught. So, that was one way.

But, one story, in particular, seemed relevant later. That was a story about a Warsaw elevator and
an American diplomat. An Americana diplomat gets into an elevator in Warsaw. On the next

floor, a beautiful Polish girl gets in the elevator in a trench coay G up another two stories

and the elevator stops. There seems to be a problem with the elevator. Two people look at each
other, bang for help, call for help, and in due course, they hear people coming to open the trap
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door at the top of the elevator.&h di pl omat thinks, #AAh, help is
door opens on the top of the elevator car, the blonde suddenly throws her coat off and is standing
there stark naked and hurls herself on the di
coming to save them, turn out not to be technicians, but photographers, and are snapping

pictures. So, the moral of that story is, never get into an elevator with a Polish blonde. | used that
later to write a story that appeared in a national magazine, wightecing cartoon of a Polish

blonde in a furry coat, with a scared diplomat. That was one story.

There was another story against the background of Big Red, because that was what we were
dealing with, Big Red, and Big Red extended from all of Asia amddtaiand Soviet Union,

right down into Eastern Europe. Big Red was what we had to be mindful of, and be careful of.
The other story was real. I wonodét reveal hi s
going to a party in Moscow, | think, and the bsitter, at the last minute, called in and said she

was sick, which turned out not to be the case. As a result, the wife had to stay home with the

chil dren. He went to the party alone. There w
wife was concer e d . Letbébs say it was Friday night, Sat
and he hadndét come home. So a hue and cry was

tracked down where this party had been, in some Russian apartment. They burst inédnd foun
bottles and glasses and filth all over the place, from obviously a huge party. But no one was there
except the American diplomat, stripped naked, except for his underwear, which had been taken
of f and put over his headckélgdohiad bieendgi vl s.
subsequently left Moscow and pursued a career in another geographic area. Such, were the
stories. But the underlying message was, avoid Polish blondes at all costs.

| learned the language quite well, as a matter of fact, in siksyead we took a ship over, |

think it was AThe America. o I n Warsaw we wer e
headed the Economic Section. Although | was going into the Consular Section, he was the one

who was responsible for getting us settl®d, for me, it was very exciting. For my wife, it was

not an appealing assignment.

Q: You were in Warsaw from when to wiien

EVANS: | was there for three years, early summer of 1964 until the summer of 1967. That was
my first post abroad.

Q: How wouldyou describe the political situation in Poland at that time, in 1964, when you
arrived?

EVANS: Well, initially, it was fairly relaxed. Gomulka was still head of the Communist Party

and there was no doubt that they were part of the Warsaw Pact and thieBbmwi But, it was

also very clear that these people, unlike the Soviets themselves, with the possible exception of
Gomul ka and a very few people around hi m, di d
who joined the party had done so for understalydapportunistic reasons. Surprisingly, the

cultural world was very open to us and other members of the Embassy. We were able to develop
true friendships with people in the cultural world: artists, musicians, actors, writers. Naturally we
were told, and fully believed, that many of these people were probably reporting on us, as of
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course, we were meant to report on them. After every occasion, you were suppose to scurry back
and write notes about them: their characteristics, their apparent financiahetamyoor drinking
problems or wife swapping problems. So, they were doing the same thing. But, nevertheless, it
was very open and we were able to entertain a lot of Poles at our house.

There were two levels: one was the official Communist political wertdch was

confrontational, hostile, and there were difficulties, there was spying, the military attachés were
followed very closely, for example. That was a big concern. There were innumerable instances
of entrapment and the famous Polish blondes, wefact, working very hard.

Our first apartment was under the Marine house, across the street from the Embassy in Warsaw.
That was a hang out, in the courtyard, for Polish blondes, who tried to entice their way into the
Marine house. | remember one nigtiming back from a reception, this figure stepped out of

the shadows. It was a female in a trench coat. Something, the moon, or the light, whatever it was,
hit on her metal teeth. | was so horrified at that, | think | practically let out a shriek arad ran f

the entrance way to get home. One of the young ladies was successful. She did get up to the
Marine house. The Marine in question said he woke up, and there she was, sitting on the end of
his bed. He said, AMy God. ebaidsbe hbhdpmblesns. j ust i
Could he help her?06 But before they did that,
together a little. o6 He openly admitted all th
but I think he eventually was moved on.

Q: What did consular work consist of at this time

EVANS: | was initially assigned to the Visa Office of the Consular Section because Poland, at
that time, under the then operative immigration system, had the fourth largest quota. Quotas at
that time wee based on the percentage of the U.S. population, so that Ireland, Germany,
England, and Poland, | believe, had the four largest quotas. That meant there was a very heavy
load of immigration visas, both NIVs (Non Immigrant Visas) but particularly IVS (frent

Visas) to be processed. We had a chief, a deputy chief of the Consular Section,-one non
immigrant visa officer, and three immigrant visa officers. So, it was a big operation, for a post of
that size. | was thrown in with two other colleagues torieeaf the three interviewing

immigrant visa officers. We did have the interesting, occasionally heart rendering task, of
interviewing, and often being the first line and the last line of rejection of Poles, generally for
criminal reasons, occasionally fpolitical reasons. However, you could waive membership in

the party or the youth organizations.

Q: Not so much the party, but the general groupings, or mass organizations, as opposed to the
Communist party itself

EVANS: I think you are righttomaketha di sti nction. There was a Pc¢
Nati onal Front , as you say, there was Communi
organization. If we could be convinced that their membership had been involuntary, that was the

key to determmation. If the membership was involuntary, i.e., done for reasons not of belief, but

for practical, pragmatic reasons, for force, then we could recommend a waiver. But, the
recommendation had to go to the INS (Immigration and Naturalization Serviceankfit, as
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| recall. There were a lot of criminal problems. These were very heart rending because if it was a
misdemeanor of six months or less, that could be waived, virtually on the spot. But if they were

given a sentence of more than six months, dagdy a year, on some felony charge, it was very

difficult to waive. Indeed, many economic crimes, were in fact, political. Stealing of a piece of

wood was common. There were heart rending stories of peasants who had allegedly, probably

did, steal a bit bfood, or a piece of wood, or something, fromeasal | ed fAst ate area
keep their family warm. But this was on their record. There were some other activities, like
prostitution, and of course, there was the health problem too. That wascfgatigut. The big

concern was tuberculosis.

So, they were long days, hard work, grueling work, all in Polish, without interpreters. But all
three of us knew Polish well enough to conduct the interviews in Polish. We processed, |
suppose, each of us, 28gple a day. There was a huge bullpen of Polish employees who worked
frantically, trying to keep order in these mobs of people who lined up in front of the Embassy
every day. So, | did that for my first year. Then | was promoted to Deputy Chief of thel&ons
Section in my second year. The chief was not actually a consular officer. He was the officer who
was the Chinese speaking officer because Warsaw had the distinction of being the place where
we conducted our relations with Communist China. That wasimtgresting. The officer who

was the China officer was there. He was parked in the Consular Section and he was made the
Chief of the Consular Section and | was made the Deputy Chief. | was told that | would really be
running the place, because the Chingseaker had other things to do. He was also very
enamored with model trains, and gimmicks, and was not really interested in running the shop.
So, it was a great opportunity for me, and helped me to get two very quick promotions. | went
out there as a FS®, and | left as a FSO5.

Q: How about protection and welfare, was there much of a problem with, particularly, the Polish
Americans, but just plain tourists coming back and then running into trouble? How responsive
were the police, and all, that sort thfing?

EVANS: Yes, there were problems. There were problems in getting Social Security and welfare
checks, the occasional harassment of Polish Americans who were deemed to have been kind of
revolutionary types and enemies of the state. We would haméetoéne on their behalf. There

was no major case that came up, but there werddoel things. We constantly sent letters to the
Foreign Ministry, and had occasional meetings, to try to straighten things out.

Q:But, you didnét hwherel wdas m&ugoskasaegat thelsante timege h a d
particularly of Croatians coming back, Croatigkmericans, and with pamphlets, and trying to
stir up the pot, trying to organize opposit@f course, they were picked up immediately.

EVANS: You arerightont a t . No, | dondt remember anything
back, PoliskrAmericans, wanted to come back, I think, for sentimental reasons, to see their

families. Some of them, of course, wanted to retire and get their American paychecks; which

wenta long way in Poland. But, | do not remember, even during the three years that | was at the
Embassy and two years in the Consular Section, any cases of that nature. The only real problem

we had was a Polish American woman. She was sort of mad, and ®resason wanted to

come in and talk with this Chinese specialist, who, of course, the year | was there, was the
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Protection Officer. She continued to follow him when he was the Chief of the Consular Section.
She came in to report that she was being folloaretiwas receiving radio signals from China,
that Polish dogs were farting at her, and she wanted the Embassy to do something about this.

The real problems were not so much American citizens getting involved in difficulties outside

the Embassy, as attankj Embassy officers. One disgruntled PeWgherican, for example,

picked up a flagpole in the office and attacked the Consular Officer. We had many bizarre,
humorous cases too. The best one being when | was in my third year there. | had moved up to the
Economic Section. | received a call from the Visa Section, where | still would help out. A

woman had come into the nonmmi gr ant Vi sa Officerdéds office,
well, and started to undress. Well, he initially thought this was somefgodwmcation. It

turned out that the poor woman thought he was the doctor. He called from the office in a great
panic, that this woman was wundressing and he
saved the situation. The poor woman was greatlyagrabsed.

Q: You probably had, what, two Ambassadors while you werezhere

EVANS: Thatdés right. We had a very fine Ambas
who, among other things, introduced me to the art of the sauna. He had picked up thietihabit

sauna in his previous post in Finland, and had a sauna installed in the basement of the Embassy.

In fact, when | got there, the Chief of the Consular Section, who was Walter Smith, a very

colorful figure, to say the least, a good chief, in thatialught me a lot, shortly after | had come

on board, said, AYou havendt met the Ambassad
quite structured in those days. Tuesday night, and every Tuesday and Thursday, the Ambassador
would have a sauna, anavite maybe three or four junior and el el officers to have the

sauna with him, after which they would retire to a paneled room and drink beer. He would drink

whi skey, and generally, the other officers wo
invited to, as a new officer, have a sauna with
yet. 0 He said, fAWell, you are going to meet h
t he sauna. | thought, AMy BeAnpasdadodstank aked,bel i ev
and, the Ambassador is stark naked too. o0 But,

humorous. It was an Eastern European way to meet having met the Ambassador. John M, Cabot
had a wonderful wife who really kept thingsigg. Ambassador Cabot was on his last foreign
posting. He may have had one additional posting, but he clearly was at the end of his career. |
occasionally went with him to the Chinese talks, as well as the officer concerned, which was
quite interesting.

The second Ambassador, who replaced Ambassador Cabot, after | was there, | guess, two years,
maybe a year and a half, was Ambassador John Gronouski, the former Postmaster General of the
United States, and a politically active Pol&merican who, for hisféorts on behalf of President
Johnson, was given the Ambassadorship of Poland. He was an extremely colorful figure. He
brought over with him a bright yellow, Buick convertible and a rather ravishing wife, who

looked something like Elizabeth Taylor, andeathot unlike her. She would drive this yellow

Buick convertible, around town and one ti me,
she was the Ambassadordés wife, but saw a good
didndét Kknwtw, Ptohé shit o By went, she said, nOkay,
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ride, 0o and took off at great speed, screeched
the poor Pole, leaped out of the car as she was driving through the gates, rareotf) bewseen

again. Gronouski was a very unorthodox individual, and that was my first exposure to a political
ambassador.

Q: I realize you were down in the pecking order, but from what you were seeing yourself, and
from the other officers, what was yaarpression of how he operated, and effectiveness during
this time

EVANS: Gronouski?
Q:Yes

EVANS: Gronouski was pretty much of a clown. Since | had moved up to be the number two in
the Economic Section, | spent a good deal of time with him, becaulmselteeprogram of making
economic visits to every province in Poland, and | escorted him with our wives. So, the four of
us traveled a great deal. | probably spent as much time with him as the senior officers did, and
what | saw, was not particularly flating. | got a very strong impression that appointing people

for political reasons, who are not particularly competent, was a great mistake. It was also a great
mistake to send out ethnic Americans to countries where they had their family origin, because

the countries involved didnot want that. They
PolishAmerican, or a Finnisthmerican, or whatever it was, that we invariably thought they
would | i ke. Of course, he di dnaodshekeaamthere. he | an

But he never made any sustained effort. Then, too, he was constantly having problems with his
wife. She would disappear occasionally and aipailhts search would be put out. It turned out,
that one time, she had flown back to the Whi#&ates, without his knowing. They fought a lot.
They were a very tempestuous couple. But, | think they stayed together. He had very coarse
manners, which the Poles did not appreciate. The Poles told us that they would have preferred

someone eda&lg@nAmerai dian, someone who had good
manners. This was sort of insulting to send someone of this type out there. | am not saying he
was a fool . He wasnot . He went on to become a

School at the University of Texas. He taught a course there and was a Dean, mostly, | think, for

his political work. But, he was effective in one way, in that he was dynamic. He got around. He
shook things up. I t wa s n 06ypoiat of viewt Bubhwhatwes s a t ot
disappointing was his lack of refinement, and sort of normal, social behavior. He had a very

erratic style, a lot of yelling. | remember being up on the top floor of the Embassy, and the door
often being shut, with great yelily going on, mostly when his wife either came in to carry out a

fight, or disappeared, in which case, there was a great deal of flailing around.

Q: Well, you left there in 1968nd withef

EVANS: | would like to mention one thing before | left. It wakted to the security issue. We

at that time, we were living in a situation where security was a paramount concern. Initially we

had a security officer who was quite normal. Unfortunately, the Embassy then got a security

officer who was psychotic. He ustalprowl the Embassy at night with two large black, sort of
killer dogs. | dondt know what they were, but
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might be working late. He had a wife who he was honestly very ashamed of. She was very large
and fat. Thesubject of my wife was brought up at a meeting run by the DCM under the first
security officer who said that the appropriate committee was concerned about my wife studying,
or going to the studio of a Polish artist. Somebody piped up, trying to takelengrrsd, said,

AFor Heavenbés sake, she is pregnant. o My wife
of ficer | eaned over and said, fAYes, but she w
This second security officer called me one day,sradi d AYou are uniquely
on a project, because you speak Russian as we

his office, consisted of, a then;teich place in the Embassy, full of tapes and other machinery.
Meanwhile, he Ad brought Sea Bees and they were rebuilding the Embassy, and putting in wires

and carrying cables. The whole Embassy had been taken over by these Sea Bees that were doing
security wor k. He said, Al need yngan to | i sten
entrapment. o | then realized that our own sec
which meant, that he could tape us, and probably was, because he had taped into the Polish
security tapes taping. So, he could monitor any of us, whe b&ing monitored by the Poles.
Periodically, our security people would come through our apartment and tear apart the wall and

try to find microphones. | think they finally did find a couple in the wall. There was a lot of this

going on. Anyway, what | weaasked to do, was to listen to this tape, and decide whether the

young lady in question was a Pole speaking with a Russian accent, or a Russian speaking with a
Polish accent. So, | sat down. He said, fAWell
rd i shing the thought of | istening to this agai
He started the tape, and it began with noise of somebody in an apartment, and then a knock at the
door, discussion, a man 0 smokeaduftiregandaociseyanchanodés Vv o
eventually, unmistakable signs of people preparing to get into a bed. Then, the unmistakable

noise of bed springs heaving and screeching, and the unmistakable sounds of people making

love. All the time, | was trying to deteine whether this girl was, in fact, a Pole with a Russian

accent, or a Russian with a Polish accent. Apparently, that was very important for this effort. The
man, being trapped, it turned out, was an Italian military attaché. Well, | mentioned thisgbecaus

| thought it was extremely interesting that we had this capability, and very disturbing, given the
nature of this character, that this sort of thing was going on, and that he could be taping us too.

He was responsible for a very sad story. We had agyoffiter there who was Lithuanian

American, unmarried, never had been married, a dedicated Economic Officer. For whatever
reason, the system decided they didndét really
finally accused him of sexual impropidiecause he had gone to a party attended by some
Scandinavian secretaries, and he was drummed out of the service. We were all very sorry about
this. This officer was a very fine person who died two or three months ago of prostate cancer. As

| read his oliuary, | could think of no person who gave more to his community, his church, then

he did. Ironically, the security officer, this psychopath, who had drummed him out of the Foreign
Service, shortly thereafter, was himself caughtagrante ata Swediss e cr et ar yoés part
dancing around in his underpants, totally drunk and out of his mind. He was married, and that

was the last straw. He was swiftly removed from the Embassy and ended up in the U.S. Postal
Service, inspecting letter bombs, as | recall. €hveere many other very amusing, and in some

cases, very disturbing security stories from that period, but this will give you some idea.
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DAVID J. FISCHER
Rotation Officer
Warsaw (19641968)

Born in Connecticut and raised in Minnesota, Ambassador Fishsreducated

at Brown University, the University of Vienna, Austria and Harvard Law School
He joined the Foreign Service in 196dis various assignments abroad took him

to Germany, Poland, Sofia, Kathmandu, Dar es Salaam as well as to the
Seychelles, wherhe served as US ambassador from 1982 to 1&sgnments

at the Department of State in Washington include those dealing with US relations
with China, with Public Affairs and with Arms Control issues. He was interviewed
by Charles Stuart Kennedy and Rdlfeasturing in 1998.

Q: Where did you go?
FISCHER:Went to Warsaw.
Q: From when to when?

FISCHER:From 19964t01968. n r et r ospect, |l know itédés al way
posting was, but Warsawboth my wife and | feel was the best past ever hadPartly because

of our age, partly because of the people who were in the Embassy, partly because of the

experience in communism, Eastern Europe, etc.

Q: It was fun, this is where the action w&uld you describe Poland when you got thahd®at
was the situation as you saw it between the United States and Poland.

FISCHER:Poland in 1956 was the first of the East European countries to revolt against the
oppressive Stalinist rul&o it was very much the darling child of American policy in East
Europe.The country to which we had long loaned enormous amounts of wheat in the fifties they
had borrowed heavily in the 480 progrdinwvas a country with fifteen million immigrants in the
United States so it had an enormous political clout.

Q: Chicago, next to Warsaw, was the largest Polish city in the world.

FISCHER:Right. | think what made Poland so fascinating for me was that it was not a

communist countrylt was a Communist country in name only by the fact that the government

was ruled by th€ommunist partyBut they were so antithetical to everything that Communism
stood for, it was just a fabulous time in which everyone tried to screw the system.s di dn ot
include only students and others who were opposedNteibers of the Party itdell can

remember the editor of Politika, the major Communist party newspaper, in my house one night,
railing against the system that had been imposed on them by the Sduigtsonsensical it

was.You had a much freer sense of expression than any otlmem@nist country at the time.

The editor, by the way, was Mieczyslaw Rakowski who was married to a famous Polish violinist.
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Rakowski broke with the system and became Prime Minister of Poland in-egpastunist
government.

Q: When you were there in 1964hat was your job?

FISCHER:Again it was a rotational jobh.spent a year in the visa section, no half a yEaen |
spent a half year in the American citizenship Protection Section and then | went toTUSHA.
was not a USIA officially in the countriput we had USIA officers in a section called the Press
and Culture Sectiormhere had always been a political officer in that section of the Embassy to
deal with dissidents, students, writers, intellectuals, that sort of thirag.was my job for three
years.

Q:Let 6s go t dlerdawaeahuge €Eanmunistroeuntry with a huge population in the
United States and plenty of backwards and forwaidsat was the immigration situation?

FISCHER:The communist regime in Poland was unique in Easternpeuroallowing relatively
free emigrationVery few restrictionsThere must have been some of restrictions if you were
working in hightech or science and technolo@ut the people emigrating from Poland to the
United States were essentially peasafitsfrom two very narrowly defined geographic regions.

| remember we had a quota of fifty immigrant visa interviews a day. There must have been six of
us in that SectiorSo it was a big workload.ots and lots of peopldt was an eye opener for me.

| d thinkéas$ a diplomat and certainly not in the sixties we could have become so conscious
what peasant life was like in Poland. These were extraordinarily poor pEgpiordinarily
uneducatedlhe way in which most of these people flew to Chicago, SAShadrangement
whereby SAS would fly directly from Warsaw to Copenhagen and then there was a three hour
layover.Then there would be a direct flight to Chica§éS had a guy who did nothing but

stand there and make sure that these people were ableddhmakansitAt the end of the hour
when they landed in Copenhagen, most of them thought they were in Chitaggly. Th ey 6 d
all start to run out of the airport. | must say that when | visited the region these peasants came
from - the foothills of tle Tatra mountains along the border with Czechoslovakia, it was so
beautiful that | wondered how they could ever adjust to Chicago, Milwaukee or Cleveland.

Q: Did you have any problems with Communist affiliations or were these people not that type

FISCHER No. You did in the noAaimmigrant section sure but not in the immigraltiese were

all essentially peasantd/e had an enormous problem with people who were convicted of crimes

of moral turpitude because one of the areas which is the center of Poligiration to America

is ZakopaneZakopane is a mountainousarese o pl e who | i ve in that mo.l
like rural Arkansas in the 1950¢was a Hatfield McCoy situatiot the wedding ceremonies

that take place in this particular regionisi considered sport to figHtremember | had a guy one

day who had been arrested for attempted murder, which he ddroed,” | said, "get us the

court papers.!I' had the court papers in front of miesaid, tell me the circumstancéte said,

come @, | was at a wedding, we all had too much vodka.d i d ndt tipickedupca ki | | h
stone and | threw it at himiHow big was the stone?" | asked hitfou know," he said, "just a

little stone you find by the side of the road, no big deal, all tbtusees that say one kilometer,

two kilometers, etc.In the end, the issue hung on whether the weapon would have become a
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lethal weapon in the United States. | figured a fifty pound rock would be considered a lethal
weapon!

Q: How about on the Protectiagide.What were the issues there?

FISCHER:Well we had a very interesting case. Two interesting cddest. of the Americans
l'iving in Poland were retired Polish American
security, rail road pension or atever And indeed, Poland had made an effort to attract these
people because they built houses for them which they sold for the grand sum of twenty five
thousand dollarsThey were very nice little houses. As a matte of fact, the Embassy ended up
buying acouple of themBut we must have had on any given day, maybe eight or ten thousand
Americans who received social security chesksst famous of which was a guy who lived near
Krakow.He was the beneficiary of three pensions, social security, railroaoin@nother one-e
never personally came to pick up his cheéks had one of his two nineteen year old mistresses
come to the Embass@ne day | became so intrigued with this | said | have to go visit this guy.
So | went down to this little Polish villagehere he livedindeed he was living in a little Polish
village where he had built a hougerd he was living with these two absolutely fabulous girls.
My first question was, "why are you living in Poland® looked at these two girls and said, "So
at myage, what would you do?" | had to agree that he had a point.

We had another casé/e had an American student who was arrested from Poland for attempting
to cross the border illegally from Rusdite was innocent, but so be\iVe worked out with the

Prime Minister that we could get the guy sprung if we pony up a substantidlbailbail was
unknown in Communist countriehis was indeed a straight cash for body swhgpwas being

held in a little rural jail in southeastern Poland in a town called Ree$zvent down with a

buddy of mine, the other Vice Consul, who was in fact a CIA officer under very deep cover, and
we had the money which we were going to hand over to this jailer to get this Killeatrived

at that jail.There is the kid, the jaiteand a third party, from the Central Bank to receive the
money.So my friend from the agency popped open the suitcase and took out a package of
100,000 zlotys, brand new crisp bills, plopped them on the faléeguy form the Central Bank
picked up a wd of it and said somewhat threateninghyhere did you get this moneyWe

said we got it from the Embassy cashidére guy from the Bank picks up the telephone and calls
the Central Bank in Warsame asked;How much of ZQ note do we have in circulatirit

turns out 110,000 zlotys of this particular note was in circulation of which we had 100,000 in
brand new crisp billd-He accepted the money and we got the kid @at.him on an airplane and
sent him back to the United Statkater | asked my collegue where the hell he had gotten the
moneyHe sai d webdbve been printing this stuff in
some strange Agency operation to test whether or not it could pass counterfeit zlotys in Poland.

And indeed we were paiout of the American Embassy. We exchanged our money at the CIA

office, legally.We were told by the Ambassador and everyone else that the reason we were

doing this was that this was PL480 money, left over surplus money from sales of grain to Poland
inthe | a t leorderidrexcirculate this money, we would be allowed to exchange our U.S.

dollars at a favorable rate of exchange, less than the black market, but still two or three time the
official rate. The legal exchange rate in those was twivgyzlotys to the dollar. What we

didnét know and what you didnét find out unt.



you had exchanged, fifty cents was set aside in an escrow account and returned to you because
the exchange rate we were usingwafact eight times the legal exchange rAted rather than

have ostentatious spending, they gave us two or three times the exchange rate which was very
generous. But everyone had a check when you left. | left the Embassy in Warsaw in 1968 after
four years and | was handed by the administrative officer a letter that said do not open until you
get out of Poland.opened a letter and inside was a check for | think $8,000.00 dWaish

was wonderfullt was the down payment on our first house. Todlaig | don't know if we were

using agency funny money, although we were always paid in new bills. Maybe this was an
operation to weaken the Polish currency, although | don't know ho you can make something
which is worthless anyway, somehow less valuable.

The other thing we discovered in Poland, we could take these zlotys which were in essence
worthless pieces of paper and go to Wagoh€ook. WagonLits, which was in those days the
largest travel agency in Europe, had a travel office in Wardad/we digovered we could take

this funny money we had purchased and buy vouchers good in dollars ovEnsgaseant that

we were able to travel for 50% or less of actual cost. My wife and | took one very famous
vacationWe spent three weeks in Greece with ddcand with a nanny we brought with us in

the most luxurious hotels we could find on the island of Rhodes, and came back to Warsaw with
mor e money t heThatgodoserthatwasardly alwenderful goose, that laid the
golden egg, was killed bypolitical officer who went to Copenhagen with $10,000 of these

funny vouchers. He stayed at the Hotel Angleterre, the best hotel in Copenhagen. The first
guestion he asked the Conciergewas,6 m havi ng some silver delive
Can you payhis out of my hotel bill if | leave you this deposit?" So he managed to buy ten
thousand dollars worth of George Jensen silver for abut twenty five hundred ddikars.

inspectors came in and found out about it and that was the end of that arrangement.

Q:Wedl | move to the USIA or cultural side in a
was there a concern about security because we had a famous case of espionage in the Embassy,
Irwin Scarbeck, some years befoBauld you talk about life ther@s an officer on the security

side?

FISCHER:This was no jokel. mean in my four years in Warsaw, twelve officers in the
Embassy, not all Officers, but twelve people from the Embassy were either caught in or
suspected of being entrapped by the intellogeservice and were sent home early.

Q: These are almost all sex ones or fake papers being passed?

FISCHER:Yes, mostly sex but there were lots of ways to get in troBdknd was really quite
deceiving.On the one hand, there was a society, the npEst society in Eastern Europe so you
could have access to | ocal i nhabitants you co
Many of them were attractive, wonderful, Polish women or gorgeous Polish men. There was

always an effort (and we were alwaysaa of efforts) to recruit us.used to ride the bus, public
transportation in Poland, largely because it was a great way to keep up my Polish and find out

what people were talking about. I lived at the end station of a line and in 1965 a guy, two guys

riding ahead of me on the bus, the stop before the end station, we were the only three people

riding the busOne of them got up, came back and sat down next to me and said, "Fischer, we
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would liketotalktoyoul t 6 s si mpl e, we d o nad Embasayrnelephonec h we
book or whatever, ten thousand cash right her
arrangementYou seem like somebody we can do business wih.those recruitment efforts

went on all the time and some were succesBfatticularlyamong Marine guard$Ve had an

Embassy bar in a restaurant in the Embassy which was the watering hole for all the diplomatic

corps, for the NATO diplomatic corps, with two very attractive waitresses. They were Polish and

the turnover was high, becauseanw i abl y t heydéd be found in bed
So it was a real and present danger.

| was followed, not initially in my first year when | was working in the Consular section, but

when | was transferred to political work with students asdidents, my wife and | were both

followed twenty four hours a day by an entire team of Polish security offitergjot to know

them personally very wellt was odd because my wife had discovered by sheer accident that we
could overhear our surveillantegam's radio on our American FM radio in our car. | remember

going up to see the CIA chief, my God I just discovered, you know, we can hear the frequencies.

He said, wedbdbve known for year s Andkneakegdamnour mou
sure wheryou park your car, move yourradiodiBlon 6t have it up there be
they see that t he gdftrthrekkyranswe hstenid essentiallysta afl our n g .
secret police contactdly wife who had very short black hair was very upshen she

di scovered her code name us eSHewnydgétiméhemreicr et p
the car in the morning and say, the crow is leaving the Tieste were some pretty hairy times.

Q: In the Soviet Union they would try to putyoukon o c k out drugs and
t h

y OuUO
youbdbd have had pictur esWasthikepmblem®?d al | at so
FISCHER:No nothing at all violent in that send¢o, it was simply that they would throw at you

or put you in situations which were potiatly embarrassing?hotographed constantiyly

favorite anecdote about this is that my wife gave birth to our first child in Houston, Pexhs.

of course, in those days, and i1itdés still true
pregnaey. So she went home two months ea8w. sitting in our little house | said, this is going

to be great because the phone is going to be ringing as soon as you lea#hbereives left

the post, you were barraged with offers by prostitutes, all of whorked for or reported to the

secret policeSo | put her on the plane and | sat in that house for the next four exeles.

phone call, not a peepobody tried to go near m8o | flew back to Houston for the birth and

then we came back to Warsaw wilie tbabyWe arrived on a Fridayrhat Sunday afternoon

about five o0o6clock, (we |ived in a Ilittle hou
from inside the house) at five o06cl ocAxd the do
here ae two girls not bad looking, in micnmini skirts, black lace stockings, high heels and they

sai d, " DaviAtwhelepinteny wifa cakd t§thedodrrhey sai d " Oh, Dav

so sorry, we thought she was still in Texas."

Solbuzzedthebuzzékhi s i s too good, I gotta see what 6s
backyard] coul dnét of course tal k Sowetooktremimthet se be
backyard and gave themadridknd | s ai d, "What 6s t heretwd or y?"

girls from the acting school in Warsaw who had been paid fifty bucks to come down here and
pretend they knew m&hey had memorized the blue print of my house so they knew where
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everything was. The idea was simply to see how my wife would Heags typical for that type
of operationMy wife laughed, thank god!

Q:Letds talk about the time you were doing the
general what was our cultural stance in Poland during this 1964 time?

FISCHER:The hungefor American culture in communist Poland was something to behbé&l.
intellectuals were steeped in reading American literature, the classics like Hemingway and
Faulkner.These were "legitimate" American authors, legitimated by the regime.

Q: Jack Londa.

FISCHER: Jack London, yes, but it went well beyond that because there was an extremely
sophisticated intelligencia who was very aware of what was going on in NewTYakwas
certainly true of the artists' circles, as wblany of them exhibited ifParis, exhibited in New

York. So they all had a deep appreciation and knowledge of westeWideaconquered Poland
probably more through culture than in any other Wdne U.S. government sometime in the

early 1960s decided to invest a lot of money inlishgeaching which was the wisest thing we
ever did.Because learning English as a second language became almost synonymous with
someone who could rise in the system, antithetical to the communist system. The Voice of
America had a disc jockey called i8liConover who played jazz from 10 at night until 1 in the
morning. Everyone and | mean everyone who countdistened to that program. In the

Embassy we all had movie projectors in our houses, at least those of us in the Political Section
and Press an@ultural SectionEvery Friday night weWacoddlggtw an
in that room, members of the Politburo for examftleias extraordinaryPoland was the only
country in the world in Eastern Europe where we had real relationships witlvegrigh

ranking communist officialsAnd they would come because the loved Scetbiskey and they

l oved t o see AndVer mé¢, & wad vwonderfuldy exgiting time in Poland because |
had access to people in music, film, literature who weegnationally well known.

Q:Well the film business was shuringthatfimegsouar ti ng
had AKnife in the Watero directed by Roman Po

FISCHER:I gave Roman Polansky a leader grant to come to America from whitkvibe came
back. But Polish film was internationally acclaimed, and as a cultural attaché | had access to all
sorts of people in the industry. There were lots of good directors: Andrzej Wajda, Roman
Polansky and others who went on to become stars in Pauas,Hollywood. And there were
certainly a lot of great looking actresses!

Q: Was there much in the cultural exchange who were Americans, fAatishicans because
these were coming out of a relatively poor area and one does not think of the Poéemitétal
States as getting too far in the upper society?

FISCHER:I think the Polish intelligentsia, like many European intelligentsia, looked down upon

their immigrant brethren in the United Stat€sere were Polish plays and movies and jokes
about thdanguage, 18 century archaic Polish which was spoken in Chicagey had no
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relationship and no interest in those peoflere of the more ingenious ways that the Polish
government decided to get back at us because we were making so many inroadsamwes$o

the "Polish" jJjokes that were popular in Amer.
was on a major boulevar@utside we had a huge display window that was changed every week
by the USIA with photographs of exhibitioriswas extraordinaly popular.lt was not unusual

to see two or three hundred people at any given time standing outside those displ@neases.
morning | came to the Embassy and there was a vacant lot across the street from the Embassy.
The Polish government had put up Bbisiard that was about 90 feet long and 40 feet high facing
the EmbassyThe title of it in Polish, "this is what they really think of us" and listed on that
billboard for all the see was every Polish joke | had ever heard in mit ifas enormously

effective aniAmerican propaganda.

Q: You might explain in the context of somebody that would be reading this at a later point, what
a Polish joke meant during this era.

FISCHER:Well of course it was denigrating Poligtmericans as dumb and stupkiow many
Poles does it take to screw in a light bulti?zee: one to hold the lightbulb and two to rotate the
ladder.

Q: You said you were looking at the dissident grotjmsy would you define those?

FISCHER:A couple of groups were targetddne was African stdents because again in those

days, there were an enormous number of Africans who were third world students who were sent
to Eastern Europe on scholarships. My job was to get a number of them to defect if you will, to
change sidedVe offered them scholargs in American universities, the bright on€ke

American Embassy became a respite for them, a place where they could come and speak freely,
and what notThere was an enormous amount of racism in Poland directly against black, African
studentsThat wa certainly a group we dealt with.

The others however, the Polish intellectualge weren't trying to recruit them for information. It

was simply to give them a window to the wdste Poles, now we are doing this in 1998 when

Poland is about to becomeree mber of NATO, but Polandbés natio
struggled with who they areasanatib. e t hey Western Europe becau
Catholic?Are they part of middle Europe because of their relationship with Gerndamythey

Eastern Europe baase their language is Slavid®d the intelligentsia very much wanted to be

part of Western Europ&o by providing them access to western materials ranging from books in

the universities to American movies, it was a way to win friends and influencespeopl

We had a wonderful program called the IMG program which, in essence, used the money
generated by the sale of American wheat to purchase American books, movies and other
materials. So in 1965 and 1966 when there was one American movie shown inalSof/iét
Union for the last twenty years, the top six movies in Warsaw every week were American
movies. We had made it possible for them to buy that material at local currency.

You had an unusual arrangement in Poland. Any citizen could go to a bo@ksiaveder an
American book if he had a vouché@&nd we made those vouchers available to every intellectual,
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every university student, every professor we could.

Odd as it may seem in a communist state, American programs were shown on Polish televisions
through this arrangement. Dr. Kildare, a soap opera about an American doctor, was the most
popular program in Poland.

In 1968, there was a major upheaval in the Communist Party, a lot of student riots going on, and

only at that point did the students becamally politically active, and we assisted them in every

step of the wayWe made sure they had access to mimeograph equipment, albeit on a very

covert basis. We met with them and made sure their manifestos and messages were played back

to Poland over RadiFree Europelhen that became a very political struggteJune 1 968 all

the student leaders were arrest@dit i t 6 s i nteresting because t he
movement, subsequently became the leaders of Solidarity and went on to becensehead
non-communist Poland.

Q: Well, 1968 was the year of the Czech invasion, Gaulle was essentially overthrown because of
students, there were major student upheavals in Western Germany, and of course we were going
through our own timedhis is theitme when students were on the rise.

FISCHER:T h at & 8ut m Paahdit.arose because of a struggle within the Communist Party.

The students saw this as an opportunity to effect some major ciharhef course they had

been encouraged by what theylseen in France, but this was even before the French student
rotsBut youdre right, there was a kind of wunive
generationBut, it became a struggle within the Communist Pdirtyas the last kind of wave of
ani-Semitic pogrom which took placéews were beaten in the street and all sorts of terrible

things happened.he American Embassy was very much a part of the process because we were
reaching out and had contacts to all these groups, be they Jews windéeltrueat or the

students who were trying to riot.

Q: You mention students getting the mimeograph machiheat 6 s sort oHowa pr oV
did they get the machine?

FISCHERI dondét know how we got it to tdtheem but we
English department at the University of Warsaw.

Q: Were you able, prior to the 68 period, was there much contact with the students or were they
pretty much nopolitical?

FISCHER:No, we had lots of contacts with the studeAtgain, because weave the flame to

which the moths were attractatfe had invested very heavily in English languages departments
in Warsaw and in universities throughout Polarigere were three major universities where we
had in essence created English philology deparsnant the students in those faculties were
studying English language, studying U.S. literature almost as a way to rebel against the regime.

Q:My wife has a mastero6s in linguistics and th
developedWhat wee the Russian efforts?
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FISCHER:They ruled through military occupation and the communist pBriyl can

remember standing in front of the American Embassy when Khrushchev made a visit to Poland,
probably in 1967The Poles had of course gotten out therk brigades and they had all these

people lined them up along the street to hail his arrivédt of us were curious and gathered in

front of the American Embassis the car went by, Kruschev was going through the multitudes,
throngs of Poles linedpy nobody said a word.ou could have heard a pin drdyobody

applauded; they just sat on their handistil they came by the American Embasdyst

naturally, all of us American applauded and | remember Kruschev turning to his host, President
Wladyslaw® mul ka. And of course you couldndét hear
are those people?"

I tell you a funny anecdote it didnét involve
Q: Who was that?

FISCHER:Jack Scanlan who later went on ta@bme Ambassador to Yugoslaviack got a call

one night at two or three o06clock in the morn
ranking Polish Communist Party official, who said "Scanlan, get down to my apartdeait."

was willing to get up in ti middle of the night and went down to this guy's apartnintnet

him at the entry way to his apartméhiook, upstairs,” he said| have three or four high

members of the communist Central Commitfet on this jacket and these dirty boots and when

you come in, | am going to introduce you as a good friend of atime new Russian cultural

attachéYou can play it any way you want it."

Jack spoke fluent Russian, fluent Polish and he could speak Polish with a pretty good Russian
accentSoJackwentp and found a pretty good party goin
which he proceeds to put on the coffee table and rants and raves for two hours about the Poles

and how dumb they are, i gnorant and evaeryone
do because Aed6tha Rondsoanabout two hours of c¢
not a Russian cul tur al at t a éAnd@fcoursesti@atsbroaghte A mer
the house down. Those were the kinds of things that went tiredime, even among members

of the Central Committee.

Q: What was our feeling about the role of intellectuals in Poland, intellectuals particularly in

France of course, but also in Germany are very important in the political thing where the United
Staes, iIitds al most as though we dondét have an i
FISCHERNo, no we donot.

Q: How did the Polish intellectual class fit into the power system in Poland?

FISCHER:We | | t h ényeandmost of theém were ai@iommunistsThe Polish Writes

Union, for example, which in other Communist countries was always a rubber stamp of the

government, the Writerdés Union in PAndsand was
they were the last bastion, if you will, an important voice for-emthmuism.There was a
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Catholic newspaper. A very powerful Catholic newspaper that was of coursessdired.

These institutions rarely attacked the government, but they managed to keep the ideas of
democracy, freedom and c dipkiahyaflus mdmanyillugsionsghat n Po
these guys were going to take over power from what was a Russian militarily backed

governmentBut we certainly had our vested interest in keeping the fires of dissent burning.

Q: Was the feeling that Poland was takitme course it was taking only because of the Soviet
army there?

FISCHER:Oh yes.The joke at the time in which Wladyslaw Gomulka who was the head of the
Communist Party was ostensibly escorting a state visitor, Queen of Belgium, tcohnalss.

surprisech ot only that the head of the communist p.
going through all the service, genuflectingand@lh e t urned t o hi m, Mr . Pr
astounded you are appear to be a practicing Cathbkc. s ai d y ostanddPoland.t wunder
"When it comes to communism, all of us are practitioners and none, believers. When it comes to

the Catholic Church, none are practitioners, but all are believers."

Q: What was the role of the church during this tiléRen | say churchobvisul y it 6s t he |
the Catholic church.

FISCHER:Critical. Again in the 1968 student uprising the Church played a very important role.
The Cardinal was Cardinal Wyszynski, an extraordinarily conservative Catholic who represented
Polish nationalism fronthe 19th centuryThat was not a universally held belie€an tell you

about a young priest who was my political contact in Krakow, who subsequently became the
Pope Representing the Church, Church hierarchy, he stood up against the state on numerous
isaues, for example, religious education in schdolshe 1968 student uprising, Wyszynski went
around the country giving a series of sermons on Sundays which were very provocative and
about as open a criticism as you can hdwere were, however, youngatiests in the system

who were considered to be modernist and that was title theyB@slop Wojtyla was a kind of
bridge between the younger clergy and the aged leadership, whose views he fdlleevedce

and future Pope translated a number of Shadaegpplays into a modern translations in Poland.
That's initially how we came to know him by supplying him books from the Embassy library.

But he became a contact of mine so when | would go to Krakow, and | would go at least once a
month, | would always nae sure that on Friday evenings | would end up with Bishop Woijtyla.
He liked scotch and that alone was usually enough to get an invitation. It was a very interesting
job.

Q: What was his outlook?

FISCHER:Wojtyla was a nationalist. He allied himself witke conservative wing of the

Church. But he had enormous popularity among younger priests and students. But in Poland, the
Cardinal was not called Primate for nothing. The Cardinal ruled the Church with an iron fist.

Q: Were you there during the ultimaggents August 1968, the Czech invasion?

FISCHER:No | wwas dedldared persona non grate in late April 1968 as the result of a
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failed secret police action to entrap rhe/as at the Lodz film school meeting with faculty and

students on a Friday evieg showing the latest American filfhe Lodz film school, for those

that dondot know it, is | ocated in a small pro
Warsawl t 6s a great film school from wHkehadh many
extensive contacts with that film schoohis is early April 1968. One of the difficulties the

students had who were rioting in different universities was their inability to communicate with

one another. You coul dnodot dytobdssirdormatiombacktrnell e p ho
forth. If you recall, we had the ability to monitor secret police radios in our cars, and | was lucky
enough to overhear plans to intercept me when | left the school to drive back to Warsaw. From

what | overheard | was to & had in my car a student who would be carryinggoviernment

pamphlets. | was to be stopped in a traffic check and the student and pamphlets would be
uncovered, thereby linking the Embassy directly to the student protéstdrbecause | could

hear tle description of what was going on over the surveillance radio, after | had shown the

movie, a very attractive, young student, a girl came up to me, and she said are you driving back
Warsaw tonight? said yesShe said | just missed the last train, can give me a ride to

Warsawd s ai d, no BdwhenslefrLody, | damecasund d bend in the road,

there was the road blocKk.policeman opens up my car, looking first of all for the student, who |

was supposed to be with and the pamphlgisy let me go after an hour of interrogatidhe

next morning the Ambassador was called into the Foreign Ministry and told that it was time for
Fischer to conclude his tour of dufjhat must have been the first week in May.

Q: You mentioned trying to heethe students and alHow was the student uprising viewed at the
beginning by the Embassy?

FISCHER:We certainly did not provoke the riots nor promote them. But we encouraged them,

either directly with contacts with the leadership or through broaditastsRadio Free Europe

out of Munich.We knew all the leader$hey were young kids who had come to our houses with

some regularity and asked what should we"@&fuld we barricade the universitye know
theydore going to briimgtheiparamititaries ofkhle GandsgnistdParty.a r me d
Should we attack them directly, should we give ihwas a very open kind of a dialogue with us

as individualsWe wer en 6t u rOd the ond hansl e cerainly dadmt.want these kids

hurt, buton the other hand, anything which weakened the government was seen in our interest, |
guess.

Q: Who was out Ambassaddp?d you have several while you were there?

FISCHER:Yes, the first | served under was John Moors Cabot, a grand old man of the Foreign
Service. Cabot had served as Ambassador in more courtfles believe- than any other

Ambassador in American history. He was followed by John Gronouski who was a political
appointeeHe had been Post Master General under Kennedy for about a weekthefo
President was assassinatéd. onous ki 6s maj or interest at the
rapprochement Between Germany and Poland which of course was prematoeetainly was

not in a position to do so, but like many political appointees he hadhdref grandeur and

tended to exaggerate the role of the Ambassador. Still, he was correct in his analysis which came
to pass a decade later when Willi Brandt became Chancellor of Germany.
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Q: What was your impression of Gronouski?

FISCHER:I really likedGronouskiHe was handi capped because he ¢
not a word é which always surprised Poles who
speak Polish!

Q:He was actually a university professor wasnbo
FISCHER:Yes.He was an ecomoist, University of Wisconsir\ery interesting guy.
Q: Anything else you remember about Poland?

FISCHER: Warsaw was an interesting assignment because it was where we met the Chinese
government, despite the lack of diplomatic relations. From thel®i@s we held a series of
meetings with the Peoples' Republic of China, usually once every four to six months. By 1964
those meetings took on some urgency because of the war in Vietham. We were trying to keep
China out of the war and in 1967 and 1968 hopedtiirese would be willing to facilitate face

to face negotiations between the U.S. and North Vietnam. Despite several tentative feelers, the
Vietnamese never showed up, although the Chinese had gone to considerable efforts in
Christmas 1967 to arrange suecimeeting in Warsaw.

The talks were really kind of funny. | served as a note taker at several sessions, despite the fact
that | spoke not a word of Chinese. My role was to write longhand verbatim reports on meetings
which often went on for 4 hours or neorLord knows why we went through this charade, since

we taped the meetings by tapping a Russian or Polish bug which had been placed in the meeting
rooms. But the meetings were stilted minuets, carefully scripted to allow each side to vent
without the sligntest possibility of real dialogue or give and take.

The record of the meetings have long since been publishigld one exception that never made

it into the official record. In 1965 John Cabot, every inch the Boston Brahmin he was served as
AmbassadorThe Chinese Ambassador was Wang, himself an aristocrat, a wonderful man who
was later killed in the cultural revolution. The meetings were without an agenda which allowed

each side to raise whatever it wanted. The Chinese in those days were spouiegttiae $ince

they had a billion people, nuclear weapons posed no danger to them.

Cabot listened to this diatribe once day and finally lost his temper. "Mr. Ambassador," he began.
"As you may know | was forced to leave Shanghai in 1949 as the last Ameigomat on the
mainland, as communist hordes swept through the streets and over the gates. My departure was
somewhat hasty, and | had to leave behind many of my personal possessions. Among those were
my wife's diaphragm, and all | can say is that ifi yeople found it It hasn't done you a damn bit

of good!" Ambassador Wang spoke fluent English and fell off his chair laughing before the
translator could complete the translation!

But 10611 tell y 0 un 1865 batrihed at this fabuls palace widah das the .

Radziejowice Palace where the talks took place in Waisavas a crystal clear day, the snow
had just fallenl had a new Chinese counterpart whom | had neverhieetvas standing in front
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of a window, and | went up and shook haricgaid to him in English, "Isn't this a beautiful

scene?’And he turned to me and answered, "Yes it is but not as beautiful as it is in Beijing

where the glorious sun of Chairman Mao Tse Deng shines upon the Chinese people twenty four
hours a day.Thatwas the end of that conversatidfears later in 1979 | went to Tanzania as

ChargeWe di dndot have full di pl omatic relations t
Chinese, because we were certainly talking to tidra.Chinese Ambassador called npeand

invited me to lunchl went to his residence for lunchwalked in and he looked at me and he

said, It is a beautiful day, but not as beautiful as it is in Beijing where the glorious sun of and he
began to laugHt was my counter part from Warsamd he said. "l look back often on that
conversationBy god, how stupid it was." We came a long way in the intervening years.

Poland was also interesting because Germany had no diplomatic relations with Poland in those
days. The American Embassy was pinetecting power for West German intere$t® had an

office in Warsaw which was called the German Permit Office which was staffed by two

Americans and about eight Pol€xur job was to register the 650,000 ethnic Germans who were
living in Poland in thosedays.The Poles allowed 260,000 of them to emigrate to Germany

every year, despite the loud protest of the East German governmaanthat office for about

four monthslt was for me fascinating to be able to travel through what had been East,Prussia
Silesia and Pomerania to talk to these remnants of population that either chosen to remain behind
or had gotten stuck there after World WarTlhey were a very interesting group.

The chief Polish local employee in the Embassy was a German by the hared dakwie.

Fred, whose real name was something like Zakiewicz, had bedyatldommander in World

War Il fighting the U.S. in the North Atlantic. He had come from Breslau, a city that passed to
the Poles in 1945. Fred returned to Breslau in 1946anmd himself trapped. So he ended up
working for the American Embassy who was more than happy to hire him for his Germanic
efficiency. Fred was married to a Pole and had Polish citizenship. Of course, he also worked for
the Polish secret police. What ack# place! A former German-doat commander spying on

the Americans on behalf of communist Poland.

ROBERT C. HANEY
Public Affairs Officer, USIS
Warsaw (19651968)

Robert Haney was born in lowa in 1921. After attending from the University of

lowa in 1948, he fought in World War Il in the U.S. Army. After the end of the

War, he worked in France with the Paris Herald. He later graduated from the
University of |l owa with a Bachelorés in Fr
in 1951, his career has incled positions in Paris, Washington, Belgrade, Mali,

Saigon and Warsaw. Mr. Haney was interviewed by Charles Stuart Kennedy on

September 21, 2001.

Q: You were in Poland from '65 until when?



HANEY: '68.

Q: You were basically the PAO.

HANEY: It was the eqwalent of PAO.

Q: You were the head of USIA's operations there. Who was the ambassador?

HANEY: John Gronouski. | can't remember who the departing ambassador was, but the
incoming ambassador shortly after we got there was Big John.

Q: Somebody was tellg me that they accompanied Gronouski...
HANEY: | know the story.
Q: Do you want to tell the story?

HANEY: In 1965, John Gronouski, a former university professor and Midwestern Democratic
politician, had been removed as U.S. PostmdStareral to operhat slot for a more prominent
Democrat, Larry O'Brien. Lyndon Johnson called Gronouski in, put his arm around his shoulders
and said, "John, | want you to be my ambassador to Poland. But the job as | see it is really bigger
than that. | would like you todep an eye on those other countries out there, too." Gronouski

knew what was happening. He was being moved out to make room for another Democrat whose
political connections were more extensive and whose name recognition was greater.
(Gronouski's successdrarry O'Brien, had been Special Assistant to the President for
Congressional Relations beginning with the Kennedy administration in 1961; following his stint
as postmastegeneral, he became Chairman of the Democratic National Committee.)

Gronouski in esence saluted, said, "Yes, Sir, Mr. President," and began to consider what the
new job might encompass, in the way of perks as well as duties. He and his family set off for
Warsaw in the late fall of 1965. They stopped in Paris for some shopping. TreRomé for

an audience with the Pope. Next Vienna, where they acquired loden coats for the Baltic. Winter
descended on Northern Europe a little early in 1965, so Big John left his family in Vienna until
he got settled in, and he took the train to Warsawutjh Czechoslovakia.

A young officer from the Consular Section of the Warsaw embassy had been sent to Vienna to
escort the ambassador to his first post. The escort officer was of Polish origin and fluent in the
language. (Despite his name, Gronouskicalgrknew a word of it.Jsronouski and his escort
stayed up late as the train wended its way north through an early snowfall.

The next morning, the escort officer went to awaken Gronouski an hour or so out of Warsaw. He
knocked on the door of the compaeinh a couple of times before he got a muffled answer from
inside. Big John came to the door to admit his escort. Then he rolled up the shade on the big
window in his sleeping compartment. Outside, it was overcast, and the ground was covered with
snow. In he foreground some small black lumps hopped abihatse were crows. Farther back
were the hulking black shapes of evergreens. There was no horizon; the dirty snow in the
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foreground merged seamlessly with the dirty gray of the sky.

After taking in this eak scene for a few seconds, Gronouski turned away from the window and
said, "Lyndon, you sonuvabitch, what have you done to me?"

Q: Gronouski was Polish.

HANEY: Half-Polish, | believe. Although he had extensive connections with Polish
communities in tB Midwest, he had little knowledge of the language.

Q: When you got there in 1965, what was the situation in PolardéHvis the other countries,
the economy and the political situation?

HANEY: The economy was not doing very well. The Solidarnsolidarity) movement did not

yet exist. The population was restless, but it was kept well under control. The head of the Party
was W adys aw Gomu ka. He kept a very tight reign on everything. He probably was a stiffer,
more severe leader than the Soviet leddprat that time. In '67, the "SiRay War" erupted in

the Middle East. Gomwka had been so opposed to the Israelis and so supportive of the Arab
position that he was out in front of the Soviet Union in that regard. The Arab forces were
defeated in six day and Israel emerged from this trial still in charge of its own people and its

own territory, having achieved a victory that most Arabs will remember for a long time. The
dramatic result of the war resonated among Poles because they, too, saw thenssaficzdiy

as a courageous people surrounded by foes whose defeat was achieved in the end by heroism on
the battlefield. This abstract identification of common causes was embarrassing fork@pmu

who had so publicly and firmly supported the Arab sidethda took steps to see to it that some

of the Jews who were in the government were either dismissed or downgraded. Mary and | knew
a number of Poles active in Polish cultural life. But they just disappeared from the screen for
some time. Apparently theyasidered that it was not prudent in that climate to be seen with an
American.

Gomouka was really quite harsh with his people and didn't read the signs correctly. The only
spontaneous public demonstration of joy, pleasure, or excitement that we sawewviéze in

Poland was when Charles de Gaulle visited Warsaw. He rode in an open car through the streets,
and thousands of Poles came out to cheer him. It was a spontaneous demonstration, not
something organized by the government. Poles had a warm shetrihearts for the French,

perhaps stemming from the days when many Poles had worked in the mines around Lille.

Although overt manifestations of it were rare, Americans in the embassy were all under fairly
tight surveillance. Our quarters were buggedepleones were monitored all the time. Well,

maybe | shouldn't say "all the time." The first August that we spent in our comfortable house in a
pleasant part of town, the telephone suddenly stopped working. We knew it was bugged, but at
least it had alwayworked. | asked the embassy Administrative Section to call the Warsaw
equivalent of the telephone company to send someone out to our house to correct the problem.
The Poles sent a crew of two technicians, who checked the lone telephdexsétey checkd

the lines inside the house. Finally, they took a look outside, and then we saw them conferring.



At last, they came up and knocked on the front door. | opened the door and went outside with
them. Without saying a word, one of the men pointed to wiaded from the attic of our house

to the attic of the house next door. Our house had no direct connection with the telephone lines
that ran from pole to pole along the street. August was the annual vacation period in Poland. The
guys who were monitoringsufrom the attic next door just closed everything down when they

took the month off. Service was restored on September 1.

You would often hear all kinds of weird noises when you picked up the phone. Sometimes, there
would just be heavy breathing on th@é@tend. One night our daughter, Karen, then nine years

old, answered a call. She put down the receiver and ran in, breathless, to tell us, "Hurry, come to
the phone; Gomika's on the line." When | took the phone, there was nobody there.

What happened wabkat the person calling had realized that he had dialed the wrong number
when a child answered in English. "Porkg," he said, Polish for "wrong number." If you don't
speak much Polish, the confusion is understandable.

It's amazing how quickly Foreign &#ce children repeatedly adapt to a whole new set of
circumstances in their lives. Every two years or so, the scene changes drastically: different
country, different city, different house, different neighbors, different language, different friends,
different school. Without being instructed, they seem to insert themselves into the new scene
more rapidly than the parents can imagine. Mary and | recall how, one night in Belgrade, we
discovered that our daughter included President Tito in prayers that dloeiskiud before

falling asleep.

Continuity of the children's education could not be assured in the Foreign Service. In the year
and a half between the spring of 1964 and the late fall of 1965, our children attended schools in
Bamako, San Francisco, Saig Baguio, Washington, DC, and Warsasix schools spread

around the globe. They ranged from a-ooem school in Bamako with one or two pupils per
grade, to the National Cathedral School for Girls in Washington, DC. In 1969, we took our elder
son, Chrisopher, to Andover in Massachusetts to register him for the equivalent of high school.
As we said goodbye after our interview with the house master, Christopher asked, incredulous,
"You mean I'm going to be hefeur whole yearg"

Q: Did the police try teset up traps or provocations in Poland? In the Soviet Union, they were
doing this fairly frequently

HANEY : | never heard of such activity. Occasionally you would notice that you were being

tailed by the traditional black Mercedes. But that was simptgriand you that Big Brother was
watching. We were under covert surveillance, but that's obviously not the kind you notice. Once
a week, embassy families would go to the embassy theater to see an old American feature film
that the Armed Forces circulatedth@ir attachés abroad. One film included a tense scene

between a man and a woman standing in the street. Finally, the man says, "Let's go inside where
we can talk." It broke up the house.

Q: What sorts of things were you able to do during this time?
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HANEY: The most effective work was through personal contacts. From time to time we would
show a film in our residences for invited Poles. We were not allowed to circulate the USIA
magazineAmericg which was distributed in the Soviet Union. We were reinedusch more
closely than in Yugoslavia.

Q: You were saying the artistic world sort of dried up for you.

HANEY: It did immediately after the Sikay War. We continued to go to the theater in

Warsaw. An interesting aspect of life in Poland is that histiyiead traditionally, the culture
particularly literature and the theatds a sidelong means of expressing what you cannot express
directly. A popular play called "Tango" was being shown in the main theater in Warsaw while
we were there. It's the stoof a stranger who inserts himself into a household and gradually
takes over. It ends with a scene in which the new master cranks upfastotthed phonograph,
puts on a record and obliges the former head of the family to tango with him. The intdidbper
not have to carry a flag with the hammer and sickle to make the point for a Polish audience.
Poles had learned over the years to make their point indirectly.

The notso-hidden agenda was more characteristic of cultural life in Warsaw than in the newl
acquired western part of the country that had been added when the frontiers, both east and west,
were shifted to the west after World War Il. Poles who had lived in the eastern Polish city of
Lwow before the war were displaced to western Poland around Wlv (the former German
Breslau). This transplanting of a population had social and cultural consequences. The median
age of the new population in the '60s was in the teens. The outlook was more modern, more
progressive, less bound by a depressing mewfgpgst injustice or foreign occupation. Poles
called that part of the country tieiki Zachdd the "Wild West." Poland at that time represented

a remarkable congruity: The population was about 90% or more Polish,-Bidiaking, and
Catholic. That was garity in today's world. | hope someone has done a social and cultural study
of that phenomenon.

Q: Did the PolishkAmerican community play much of a role in our relations in those days? The
second largest city of Polish people in the world was Chicago.

HANEY: Many Americans of Polish origin came to visit. And more Poles knew more about
some aspects of American life than did the inhabitants of any other country where we served,
including France. As you point out, a Polish population is the predominaatityiim several of

our large cities. There is, consequently, a richer, deeper connection than we have with most of
the countries of the world. But with a government like Gokals, no matter how much

goodwill you have among ordinary people, there ard tights on what you can do in the way

of information and cultural programs.

Q: Had you been able to make any real contacts with the people there?
HANEY:: Aside from necessary contacts with officials in a communist government, we were
most closely assodied with people in the cultural sphere. Forget about the press; they hewed the

line. Mary put together and had printed up and distributed to Western embassies a weekly
rundown of cultural events in Warsawheater, concerts, exhibits. As | mentioned, @utural
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contacts withdrew for a while after the Sday War.
Q: How did Gronouski use you and the USIA?

HANEY: He didn't give us much direction. | never really felt that he had an agenda or precise
objectives.

Q: Did he get around, or was he pretty rhumder wraps?

HANEY: Much of the travel he did was not within Poland. He didn't forget what Lyndon had
told him: "I expect you to keep an eye on those other countries, too, John." One of his first trips
was to the Soviet Union. Mary and | were invitecat@ompany him, together with other staffers
and their wives, but we were not able to make the trip at that time. Subsequently, we did travel
with the Gronouskis to Yugoslavia.

When the ambassador made these junkets, he would take along the officargénotiihe

Political Section, the Economic Section, and the Press and Cultural Section. In the case of
Yugoslavia, the heads of all those sections had served there earlier. We accompanied the
ambassador and his wife, and, at the ambassador's suggestiookwur families with us. It

was summer, and not the best time to make an official visit there because the American
ambassador to Yugoslavia was away from the post, and the embassy was busy preparing for an
important cultural visit the New York Philhemonic was going to perform in Dubrovnik.

Landing at the Zemun airport outside of Belgrade, we were met by the chargé d'affaires. He had
not started out as a career Foreign Service officer, but was a "lateral entry." As was sometimes
the case, he was helithan the Pope when it came to protocol. When Ambassador Gronouski
arrived, the chargé was apparently prepared for something of a formal greeting.

Accompanying the chargé to the airport were at least five embassy drivers: The Warsaw
contingent was a cved. Those of us who had served in Belgrade knew the drvkeey used to
moonlight as waiters at parties we gave. And the drivers knew all the children. In some cases
they had driven them to school every day. So when odtagagarty came off the plam&o the

Zemun airport, the Yugoslav drivers rushed up in great excitement to greet the children and their
parents like londost friends. The chargé, leaning with stiff composure on the umbrella he held

in front of him, was unceremoniously crowded outhaf way before he could say a word to
Ambassador Gronouski, who, like the drivers, was not much given to protocol.

Q: Were there any political movements in Poland at the time you were there? It was a pretty cold
period, wasn't it?

HANEY: It was a very ght.
Q: Did you get any feel for relations between Poland and the Soviet Union?

HANEY: So far as we could tell, they were "correct” but not warm. There is not much love in the
Polish heart for Russians.
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Q: I've talked to people who were there during s who said we were convinced that there
probably were at least three dedicated communists in all of Poland. At the time you were there,
were people pretty well mouthing the Marxist line?

HANEY: They weren't saying much of anything. They didn't foltbv party line, and they

would endanger themselves if they were outspoken about how they really felt. Every public
manifestation was by order and scripted. As | mentioned, the only exception we ever saw was de
Gaulle's visit to Warsaw.

Mary and | had friads in the Israeli embassy who had introduced us to the Yiddish Theater in
Warsaw and to Ida Kaminska, gsande damgewho had revived it after the Second World War.
Israeli diplomats including our friends were kicked out of the country at the endid Six

Day War. Representatives of most of the western embassies in Warsaw went out to the airport to
see them off in a show of solidarity. The Polish authorities had organized a crowd to demonstrate
against the Israelis as they departed. Two lines obdstrators made an alley on the tarmac that

the Israelis would have to pass through to board the commercial aircraft. As they ran this
gauntlet, the demonstrators showered them with verbal abuse. It was so disgusting and so
shameful that | went up to a sl security officer to tell him what | thought of it. Fortunately, |

was so outraged that | spoke in French instead of Polish, so he didn't know what | was saying. A
Polish film crew shot the whole departure scene. | got back to our house in timehe leealt

evening TV news and was relieved that the scene at the airport was apparently judged too vile to
show. So far as | know, the footage was never used.

Q: Was this pushing blatant arfiemitism?

HANEY: That was one of the ways that Gomulka operated

Q: And his wife was Jewish.

HANEY: Yes. Unfortunately, antsemitism in Poland had a long history.

Q: It has deep roots in Poland. | take it that during the time you were there, there hadn't been
any real change.

HANEY: No.

Q: What about contacts amiversities there? The one thing that we certainly had would be
textbooks, magazines. The Soviet Union really wasn't producing anything that was intellectually
challenging except for the sciences. | would think the Poles at the university level waudd hav
thirst for what the West had and what we had.

HANEY: Yes, that's true. We did have some contacts with the Polish academia. And

"counterpart” funds non-convertible local currency (zlotys) paid to the United States in
exchange for wheat, for exampleould be used to pay for such things as U.S. medical training.
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Gary L. Matthews was born in Missouri in 1988 graduated from Drury

College in 1960, Okhoma State University in 1961, and Columbia University in
1969.He served overseas in the U.S. Army from 1B858 and joined the

Foreign Service in 196His career included positions in Germany, Poland,
Vietnam, Malta, and Washington, DEIr. Matthews \as interviewed by Charles
Stuart Kennedy in 1996.

Q: Today is the 22nd of August 19@ry, so we're off to Polanéiow did you get there, and
then tell me a bit about the political situation as you saw it when you initially arrived in Poland
in 1966.

MATTHEWS: | got there just shortly before Memorial Day, the end of May in '66, and | had
departed these shores, the United States, on one of the US line ships which we still had at the
time, the old Constitution, | believ&ook the ship to Genoa, got offare and then took a train

up to Wolfsburg, Germany where | had ordered a Volkswagen Beetle, a VW bug, while | was
still in WashingtonAnd indeed it was waiting for me right there at the factory, and drove from
there to Bonn to visit old friends from miyne when | was stationed there, and after a few days
proceeded to drive to my new assignment in Warsaw, Poland, through Czechoslovakia.

Q: Have any problems going across, in '66 it was still high cold war.

MATTHEWS: It was high cold war, and there wetesed travel area3hat is to say restricted

roads, and they had imposed, and we in the US had imposed restrictions on their diplomatic
personnel, so that was still very much the way it was theeeall the most straight, direct
road...after one left temberg and went to the Czech frontier, that the closest road from there on
into Warsaw, Poland was closed, and you had to take somewhat of a 8etmeedless to say,

that was my first experience other than traveling through East Germany back lioh diag0of

actually driving in a communist land with controls and checkpoimeall that | made the

journey with no particular difficulties in pretty good time as | recall.

Q: What was the political situation in Poland in 1966 as seen by you, aing leyrtbassy?

MATTHEWS: Well, it was the height, as you noted a moment ago, | think you would have to

say the height of the cold war in many waysvas an adversarial time in the sense that a lot of

US policies around the world were openly criticized iy Polish government, and soon after |
arrived at the embassy and took up my duties in the consular section as a visa officer,
periodically demonstrations, government sponsored and sanctioned obviously, groups of several
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hundred people would present thehass in front of the US embassy in Warsaw and rocks

would be thrown at our very nice, huge plate glass windows would be broken into smithereens,
and in due course the Polish government would pay, first putting in temporary Polish glass which
was of somewhdess quality than the Belgian glass which was originally there, and in due

course long after that the replacement panes of Belgian glass would arrive and be ifbitalled.
experience repeated itself at least three times that | can recall while | i@sestan Warsaw,
demonstrations against the US government for various and sundry things.

Q: In the first place, you were in Poland from when to when?
MATTHEWS: From the end of May '66 through July of 1968.

Q: Talk a little about the embassy, the amlaaes, and how he ran the placgnd also about
your impression of the Polish specialists, like yourself, who were there.

MATTHEWS: | have very, very fond memories of Polafithe embassy, the Poles whom | got

to know, and the country in general, just a derful land and to this very day | get a glow when

| think about Poland and would like to go back for a visit one of these days Blgaiambassy

was an extremely well run embas$ie physical plant was relatively new, nicely maintained,

very functionalJohn Gronouski of whom | spoke at the end of our last session, had been the
Postmaster General of the United States, appointed by President Kennedy, had been named to go
to Poland as ambassadArPolish-American obviously as you might gather by the naane,

wonderful, sort of garrulous interesting guy who was a lot of fun to be arblendas a good

leader in a great mix of warm personality and questioning what we should really bdtabout.

always amused us, John Gronouski himself would chuckle abduatiprie of the things that he

was not adept at was speaking Polish despite the fdmad?olish language with its intricacies

proved to be a bit much for hirBut that certainly did not impede his success thErne.

embassy was well staffed/e had a vergompetent DCM, and section chiefs included some

people who had served previously in Polafwd in general, at that point middé 6 6 0 s , Il was
impressed by the core of East European, and in this case specifically Polish hands who did know
a lot about the coury, and there was very good language capability | might add on the part of

the embassy staff, including our military attachesumber of them were of Polish origin and

spoke the language very, very wallany of them got chucked out periodically, thatsaalso an

aspect of those difficult time$here were forever being retaliatory expulsions.

Q: Were you doing consular work the whole time you were there?

MATTHEWS: | was in the visa section of the consular section in Warsaw, and at that time the
progran for new officers coming in, junior officers obviously, was for them to spend one year in
the consular section, and then usually go on to a billet in the political, economic or cultural
section.That pattern had worked very, very well over a number afsygamy case, because of

an opening at the consulate in Poznan, in western Poland, | was asked if | would like to go there
as the deputy principal officerhad just gotten married in February of '67, my fiancé had come
over from the States, and we Haekn marriedSo, we thought that wouldn't be a bad thing to

do. I think it was June or July of '67 we moved to Poznan, so | spent my second year in Poland
there.
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Q: Let's talk about the time in Warsa@ould you describe the visa work a bit?

MATTHEWS: It was certainly varied.did mostly immigrant visa applications, although | also
filled in on the noAmmigrant visas, visitor's visas primariljjhen, as now, a significant concern

on the part of noiimmigrant visa officers was whether the person's lfigies as a non

immigrant were genuine because there was a well established pattern, and had been for many
years, that people applying for visitor's visas to go visit their cousin in Hamtramck, or Chicago
or wherever it might be, would start working the ddtgr they got to the US

Q: Or get married.

MATTHEWS: One could understand thatiter all that was the opportunity, and these were
marvelously industrious people who became succeg3fuourse, you had to be sponsored for a
visitor's visaOften we would ask that a bond be post&dit my memory is that that never

deterred those who wished to apply for an adjustment of status, and we got those quite regularly.
The immigrant visa issuance at the time was constrained considerably by the policies of the
Polish government which essentially was very negative, except toward older people, perhaps a
close relativeBut essentially they were more often than not refused a passport...we would
process someone for an immigrant visa, and that they would then be dome when they

went to the office of visa administration of the Polish government to obtain their exit
documentationl believe it was toward the end of my time there that the embassy changed its
policy to, in effect, ask that someone first get the @adumentation, or at least some piece of
paper that indicated that it would be forthcoming before we went to the considerable effort to
process them for the immigrant vigut we had a steady procession of people, many of whom
had come up laboriously amdth some difficulty from southern Poland, south of Krakow as |
recall was a very prominent area where people would come to apply for visas to go visit their
relatives in the US At that time embassy Warsaw was the only post in Poland of two where we
issuedmmigrant visasin Poznan when | got there, we did issue-momigrant visitor's visas,

but all of the immigrant visa processing was centered at the embassy in Warsaw.

Q: Were there any problems that the consular section, and officers of the constitar,se
would be called on to deal with visitors to Polaridfas thinking particularly of Polish
Americans coming back, and maybe shooting their mouths off a little too much.

MATTHEWS: | don't recall any problems in that rega¥de had a citizenship seati for

issuance of passports, and taking care of people who perhaps ran out of money, or the usual mix
of consular problemd.don't recall that that was a big headache for the officer in that sdttion.

may be at that time we didn't have quite the voloimgeople coming and going that developed

in later yearsOne of the functions | had, by the way, when | was in Warsaw is that we handled

at that time essentially the consular functions of the Federal Republic of Germany through the...I
forget the name dhe office.So at one point during my time in Warsaw, since | had that

function, | went on official business to Bonn for consultations with the government there about
how that whole thing was operating.

Q: What were you doing for them?
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MATTHEWS: It wasessentially run on a dag-day basis as | recall by Polish employees who

were hired by the German government in some capagity.there was a chap there in a less

than full diplomatic status who headed up a German ofiuehe could not exercise conaul
functions as such, so the American embassy...it was sort of like an interests section, not really, it
was a version of thalhat certainly added spice to my activiti@song the many reasons |

recall my time there very fondly is it was full of divers@d interesting dutieds | say, the

embassy was very nicely managéle ambassador was a great guy to be around, loved in the
evening to go down to the embassy club and shoot bumper pool with the likesAsf Ime.

mentioned, we had the problems peigaily with the Polish government being extremely

critical of US government policies, and convoking the ambassadors or others to receive protests,
but it was generally a good hard working, but fun loving post which everyone enjoyed.

Q: | sort of got thempression that you had a dual thing in Pola@ahe, you had basically the

Poles really Iiked the United States, as a Po
has more Poles than any other city than Warsawthere has always been a very clioseBut

at the same time the Poles and East Germans on the security side seemed to be two of the most
efficient and nastiest security servicAsd that's not only in Poland, but anywhere elsew

about the security side®n either the personal or thegiessional level.

MATTHEWS: | mentioned the problem we had on the physical security in the embassy with the
mobs which would hurl rocks and break out the windows, rather on cue, not spontar@ously.

the personnel security front, we were all very cabgfehjoined to be very cautious about

attempts by the UB, the security service, and as you mentioned they had a track record of having
done a number of things over the yeaemrived as | mentioned in May of '66, and it was just a

few years before thalhére had been a famous case, Scarbeck...

Q: That was about '61.

MATTHEWS: And, in fact, when | was stationed at the embassy in Bonn, which was a rotational
assignment, one of my duties there was in the security section of our embassy, and | had
occasiorto read the file on that whole case.

Q: You might mention what the Scarbeck case was.

MATTHEWS: He was a chap who had been assigned to our embassy in Warsaw and it was sort
of the classic security service ploy of utilizing a young woman with whom heneegaite

friendly, and in due course there was a compromise approach, and he began supplying certain
things.It was never completely clear to what extent he provided embassy matestged out

with embassy phone books, and went on to some indeterpointBut at any rate, he was
eventually caught, brought back to the US, sentenced and served some time, aButeballe

were certainly other instances, including during my time, including frequent shadowing, tailing
by the security services efaff members of the American embassy, including myself from time

to time, and goodness knows that extended in spades to the military attechgay, every now

and then would get chucked out, either because of some incident that happened on ite®wn, o



retaliation for something that had been done by the US against a Polish diplomat or attaché here
in the States.

Q: Was there the procedure of a couple of people from the embassy going out and doing field
trips around Poland just to see different @a@

MATTHEWS: We did a lot of travelAlthough we had these closed areas, they weren't nearly as
numerous or as onerous as was the case in the Soviet Umean, you could visit most of
Poland.Sometimes you had to take odd routes to get there, buatssmbfficers were almost
constantly on the go throughout Polahgdarticipated in that travel, and usually we went in the
company of someone elgaccasionally if it were awkward to do that, we would go on our own
hook.I recall that at that time one tife quite unusual things that happened that got us around
Poland perhaps even more than we would have cared, was in '66, early '67, the Social Security
Administration of the US ordered up a huge survey of all P&isiericans...of all recipients of
SocialSecurity checks, a large volume of which we sent to Poland every month, to verify
records.

Q: They'd just been through the process when | was in Yugoslavia from abt@i.'66

MATTHEWS: We were crawling all over Poland all the time, with | might addfuhe
cooperation of the Polish governmelhtwas in their distinct interest to have...

Q: Normally our people in Yugoslavia went with a member of the equivalent to the Social
Security of Yugoslavia.

MATTHEWS: As did we, that's correctrecall lookingat records, and checking the people to
see if they are still therédnd as far as | recall, although it's a bit hazy, there were certainly no
untoward discoveries as a result of that, and the Social Security Administration here was quite
satisfied, and # checks continued.

Q: I think Congress had gotten disturbed because there was all this money going into the Iron
Curtain, Czechoslovakia was another plase.they said a lot of this is probably going to fake
people.They also did one in Greece, and Ysigu was pretty straightforward.ou had a little
discrepancy, but very little except right around the Greek border where all of a sudden you
began to pull up some false or dubious claims, and in Greece it was much worse.

MATTHEWS: You're absolutely righabout their equivalent of whatever Social Security
ministry providing someone, and | might add, a car and dWerall had the same experience

of being driven at extremely high speeds over these very narrow, winding Polish roads where
horse carts andlahanner of things would crop ufi.took some degree of courage to go out.

Q: How did you find your reception at say local communist party headquarters, when you got

outside of Warsaw, and around at both the official and maybe at thefficial levels.Was
there a difference?
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MATTHEWS: Definitely. My recollection is that we were always quite well received outside of
the capital, and | might add when | got to Poznan the head of the Polish United Workers Party,
the communist party, there was a man bynéwme of Jan Szydlak, who was sort of notoriously
rude, and ordered his people to have nothing to do witBuisonce we went out into our
surrounding districts, we would be quite pleasantly received elsewhere in the consular district.
That extended, agécall, to the party types when we would make a call on them, as well as of
course the city councils, provincial councils, people like thet.were generally warmly

welcomed.

Q: You were in Poznan '688.

MATTHEWS: That's rightl recall when | wenthere perhaps it was with the thought that |

would even be there two years, which would be a normal tour there, plus the year | had already
had in WarsawThen | received a surprise assignment, quite welcome | might add, to Columbia
University for a year oSoviet and East European studiesas fairly recently newly married,

we had no children, so actually we were very happy to contemplate going to New York City.

Q: In Poznan, what were your duties, and was there a difference as far as you viewed Poland
from that perspective?

MATTHEWS: The duties were different in the sense that | did the visa issuance, although that
was very, very small, minor compared to the all but visa mills that we had in the embassy in
Warsaw.In Poznan we were constantly on the jgaljtical reporting, reporting on economic
conditions, attitudes, all manner of things like that, intelligence gathering if yowwalhad

quite a wide consular distridtVe dipped down to Wroclaw, the south part, the old Lower

Silesia, Upper Silesia bdering with Czechoslovakia, and with East Germdingn we went up

to Szczecin and Gdansk, all those areas up north along the Baltie were often on the go
visiting those places, making calls, keeping eyes and ears open and reporting fairly dxtensive
When | say reporting, those were the days when communication was certainly primitive by
present day standards, and anything we did on the classified basis was through use of the one
time pad, which I'm sure you recaMl.very slow going, laborious wap encode your prose.

recall, | think this is the only time | ever had to do this in the Foreign Service, dutifully doing
these Setter groups, using the matrix that we had, and then taking it down to the PTT, the Post
TelephoneTelegraph office in Poan, and sending it off.

Q: When you were up around Szczecin and Gdansk...l suppose later it developed into the
Solidarity movement, were there labor problems that we were aware of, or not?

MATTHEWS: I'm not aware of any that came to our knowledgmtto Gdansk just once, but

at that time my recollection is that was still in the embassy's consular district, although since we
were relatively closer, especially once we got to Szczecin we were quite close, that we conducted
official visits therel recallgoing to the port.

Q: Were you seeing an agitated society at that point.



MATTHEWS: | suppose sullen would be more the word | would ch@etes always had more
color about them than | subsequently found among the oppressed Soviet [Rdgiesple
tenckd to keep their heads down.

Q: What about the churchBoth while you were in Warsaw and in Poznéfere you making
contact thereAnd what were you finding out?

MATTHEWS: The church was preeminent then as subsequdim¥as a glorious time, but one
of persecution for the churcbust as | arrived in Warsaw, the Polish church was beginning to
observe the 1000th anniversary of the establishment of Christianity in Poland, 966 t6He©66.
primate of Poland at the time, Cardinal Wyszynski, was persoratyg @round Poland leading
processions where they would carry the sacred icon, Our Lady of Czestochowa, the Black
MadonnaAnd | had occasion to visit Czestochowa once and actually see the icon quite up close.
The regime was harassing the chutalfact there were incidents both when | was in Warsaw
when this was going on...there were incidents when the secret police, the UB, would harass
people wanting to take part in these processibhat continued after | got to Poznan...that was
towards the end, | ppose, of the celebratiorBut | recall some incidents also down in
Wroclaw, where people were harassed for wanting to express reverence.

Q: Were we under any inhibitions about talking to members of the church?

MATTHEWS: Oh, no, noQuite the contraryin fact, | recall, we would always seek to call on,
or convey regards to the members of the church hierarchy, either a Bishop or parish priest.

Q: Would they talk about the problems of Poland?

MATTHEWS: My recollection is they wouldt's a little hazy wth me now.l know certainly we
had people at the embassy who were talking with those in the establishment, at the diocesan
levels, and would get pretty good information that way.

Q: Did you have a fair while you were in Poznan?

MATTHEWS: Indeed, we didin fact | went once from Warsaw to the fair in Pozrfsinthat

point the biggest industrial fair in all of Eastern Europe as | rédadire was the one in East
Germany which was the Leipzig Fdaut | think Poznan took the honors in terms of being the
big thing to do.t was obviously held during the year that | was stationed in Poznan, but one of
those years...that was the year of the North Korean seizure of the ship Pueblo, and the North
Korean government which had an embassy in Warsaw, put up aeximiyt, by any

description, at their pavilion at the Poznan fair showing our captured, detained Navjedew.
we protested very vociferously, etahink at some point the North Koreans, after they made
their point, took it inside their paviliomherewere both politics as well as a lot of business
surrounding those fairs, especially it seems to me in the years before | got to Poland, the US
government had mounted a fairly significant effort to put our best foot forwhede were still
tales of the U®xhibit that had a full bowling alley as part ofRbles and Americans had a great
time rolling the balls down the alleywaly.was the first such bowling alley that had ever been
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seen in Poznan, Poland that's for sBerhaps the last for all | knoWe actually had old exhibit
hands from USIA come over and plan and manage those exhibits for a period of some weeks.

Q: How were the Soviets received there, both at the fair, and then obviously there were a lot
service supply troops in Poland.

MATTHEWS: You're right.They were there mostly to service their lines of communication,
more often than not in support of the many, many troops they had in East GefimaiBoviet
consulate in Poznan was sort of this dark, forbidding perennially closed, litdosé&dand

locked placeMy recollection is that we often puzzled as to what in the world theyTtiely

didn't do much of anything in the representational sdrtsn't recall ever running into
representatives of the Soviet consulate at functiGaegairy they did not invite us to parties,

and we did not invite thenT.hose were those kinds of daysan't recall ever seeing them out on
what passed for the social circuit in Pozrahink they gave us a courtesy copy of their Soviet
Life magazine, theame of it in Polish was Kraj Rad, and we gave them courtesy copies of
American magazines and that was about the extent of our contact.

During my year in Poznan, which of course led up through the summer of '68, | well recall
because as | mentioned we ltldse restricted areas where we could not drive, which had the

odd affect of throwing us on to roads where we would never in the world have traveled had it not
been for the travel restrictions, and | recall that early spring, early summer period oii6§, dr

a couple of times out from Poznan to Nuremberg for whatever it was, go to the dentist, to do this
to do that, and noticing which | had not ever before the presence of Soviet vehicles, Red Army
vehicles, particularly that last trip | took out on ouaywto go home, to come back to the States.

And of course it was just in August of '68 that the Soviets invaded Czechosldveaedriven

through both that part of Poland and Czechoslovakia in July of '68, and | certainly recall seeing
lots of vehicles ad troops at the time.

Q: Who was the principal officer there?
MATTHEWS: Jack Scanlan was the principal officer and he stayed on one more year after | left.

Q: I'm interviewing himDid either of you sense any spillover from the events of what became
known as the Prague Springhis is when there was a liberalization, socialism with a happy
face, or something like that in Prague which just after you left resulted in a rather brutal put
down by essentially the Soviets, but also Polish and East Germas tn@we dragged into that
too.

MATTHEWS: | noticed it most dramatically on the two or three trips | had from Poland to
Germany by car in my little VW bug say during that fall '67 through my last trip out in July '68.

The attitudes and the sort of friemmdiss on the part of Czech officia¥e would have to cross

at a border crossing with the great name of Jakuszyce, which is up at the top of a mountain range
before you come out of Poland, then you drop into Czechoslovakibanot only were they sure

gladto see you, welcome, come on in, but the last two times | recall that changing money...I was
always very careful to change at the official money points, no black markehiegctual state

officials handling the money exchange would take the dollarsyaliice the not so old days, not
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give you a receipt and you would find yourself perhaps with more crowns than the official rate
would indicatelt was just a sense that there were smiles, things were relaxed, and usually we
would stay a bit in Prague, evénve just drove by to say hello to a friend in the embassy there,
and the atmosphere was much more friendly.

Q: Were you noticing before you left the Polish press gearing up to do sométhffigg and
puffing about what was happening in Prague?

MATTHEWS: The Polish press was very, very harsh and bachas just a bad press during that
whole time.lt could have been the height of Stalinism as far as any amenities or niceties on the
part of the Polish press including periodic acid shots on what theidane were up to here,

there and everywher&hat was sort of a constant, a givem sure there were articles railing
against the would be reformers, Dubcek and the others.

ISABEL CUMMING
Secretary, USIS
Warsaw (19661968)

Isabel Cumming was raised Boston and recruited by USIS while working in

Los Angeles. Her assignments include overseas posts in Korea, Sweden, Poland,
Italy, Japan, Yugoslavia and Germany. Cumming was interviewed by Lew
Schmidt on January 15, 1990.

CUMMING: I'd go down to Persarel and I'd say, "Zorthian is after me again, please don't let
me go. 0

Q: I know that you were probably pretty lucky because most people who refused to go to Saigon
when they were asked to take an assignment there were told they had to resign fromdpe Age

CUMMING: From the AgencyExactly.Exactly.Because Barry- this is what Barry said to me.
He told me, he said what Barry wants, Lyndon getaid Lyndon doesn't get this g&lo |

would just walk away from himWhen I'd see, I'd avoid him becausewas in Washington all
the time recruiting or doing things.

But | had met too many people who had gone and they would tell some of the stories of Saigon
and the tales- and thank you very muchdidn't want thatl didn't need itNeither did my
family. But, anyway, | went to Warsaw.

Q: Probably the fact that you were going to a post which most people didn't consider a very
desirable one, helped you stayLaughter.)

CUMMING: Helped me stay because when | was in Warsaw, one of Barry's men came to

Warsaw as one of our inspectdte was an old German hand then, and he is now retired and
living in Naples-- not in Naples- in Napa Valley in California.
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Q: Gerry Gert?

CUMMING: Yes, Gerry GertThe first thing he said was, "I haven't seen you ladi&aigon.” |
said, "Please forget it."

Q: I interviewed Gerry just about a year ago.
CUMMING: Oh, did you?
Q: So then you went to Poland/ho did you say was your Ambassador?

CUMMING: Well, Gronouski was the Ambassaddmbassador Gronouskihat wad.yndon's
-- he was the former Postmaster General.

After that, of course, Walter Stoessel, who had been in Mo$got.only served with
Ambassador Stoessel for about thregossibly three monthsglater served with him in Bonn.
But it was Gronouski wst of the time | was there.

My PAO was Bob Haney for the first of my tour, and then Wilson Dizard for the second part of
my tour.

Q: What kind of a program did you have in Polartdffust have been pretty restricted.

CUMMING: A lot with the pressJohnTrattner was our press officer, who later went on to be
the spokesmen in the State Departméoitn did a lot with the press.

But we were quite limited, although we had a big student program and we sort of beat the
woodwork and found that there were adb students in- there was a Fulbright programand
then we found American students in other programs.

So we brought them into the Embassy to try aralr cultural affairs officef- to try and get all

the students together and so we could, yomkhkomow who was there because

some of them were afraid to come into the embassy because, of course, there were guards at the
embassy and they kept track of everyone who came in and wanted to know what you were doing.

So, some of the students didn't wambe connected with usus meaning the embassy or USIS,
although we were the Press and Culture th&iewere not USIS per s8o they would just as
soon not comeBut a Cultural Affairs Officer tried to keep track of thewvihen we had

programs, we wouldlways invite them to come so that they would be in.

The program, as you say, was limittdemember | was in an automobile accident there and |
spent three weeks in a Polish hospitalanted to do something for the hospital and the sBaff.
| askedthe PAO if there wasn't something | personally could do that would not handicap
anybodyWe had a group of books in the librarymedical books- and | was able to present
this to the hospital from the USISf course, they were thrilled to death.
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The read of the hospital was a man who knew our former PAO, who was "Pic" Littell, our area
director at the timeThey had been very good friends at the time he was there.

But we were quite restricted in Poland as to-thlte senior officers, of course, hddends" and
they would see them socially more than anything &se.could go to their

office of courseBut they had to be carefifou had to be careful. So it was a very hard
situation.

We were followed wherever we welithen we went to the PoznaaiF; which was a big thing

of the year, the road was open all the way and you could follow the map directly, but any other
time you went up there you had to be diverted because they wouldn't let you go through certain
parts of their country.

Certainly, yar couldn't go through anything that was militayypu couldn't be near anything
military.

So we were allowed to Krakow all the time, which was wonderful because the whole embassy,
or a group of us, would go down there where we couldBskiit was a hargost.

Q: Did the USIS have any contact with the Polish students or was that just too difficult under the
circumstances?

CUMMING: Unless it was through the American students thathbdm sure our young

assistant cultural affairs officer, whose nam®ave Fischer- he is now an Ambassador, |

believe, he was a State Department officer working for lam sure he didHis Polish and his

wife's Polish were flawless, and they were young enough so that | am sure that they had contact
with the young stdents.

But we did not; we were advised not to have anything to do with the Polish peoplé ahall.
friendly with one of our nationals she and her husbardand one day her son came in and
wanted to see his mother and his mother wasn't tidgeaid we hadn't seen hékle never did
see her again.

Q: The police picked her up?

CUMMING: That was itOne of the officers- and | think it was our agricultural officertold

me that he saw her working in another agency, but in a Polish Agendyste wouldn't even

look at him when she saw him, because she was afraid.

Q: I have often wondered what kind of a program you could carry on in that kind of a country?
CUMMING: We had exhibitsWe had a wall in the front of the Embassy and we had boxes out
there and we were allowed to put exhibits out thBwe.l don't think we were allowed to put

exhibits anywhere els&.ou know as far as in the city or inor whether we could do it in the
schools or not.
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You know, as | said, we had Fulbright profess@ve. would get their mail for them at the
embassy and they would come in and pick up their mail at the embassis arranged through
the State Departmentwe were allowed to get mail.

Then when they all left, we mailed their books for them throughAfRO.This was a program
we had for themSo they could get their things out of the coun@therwise they couldn't.

Q: | suppose you didn't have much contact witihe USIS didn't have much contact with the
Polish press then either.

CUMMING: John dd. John Trattner did, ye&nd probably, probably the PAO.

| don't know that | ever saw a press man in our embassink our officers would probably

have to meet them somewhere, because every single person that came in the embassy was noted
-- there wa a lot of coffee consumed in those dagsu would meet people at coffee bars; they
wouldn't come into the embassy because they would be stopped by the MOs out there.

Q: And if they were, they would be tagged and later persecuted.

CUMMING: Well, we hadan experience while | was thetedon't know if this is of any interest,
but one of our USIS officers who was in London at the time was married to a Polish woman; |
think he had met her in Polaridnet him before | went to Polan@ihey were working in
Washington.She had two daughters, | believe, by her former marriage.

They came back to Poland on a visfe came into the embassy as an American just to tell us
that he was in town, but he was visiting hidaws.His motherin-law and fathein-law hadone
of the best bakeries in Poland, not too far from the Embbkayl met herOf course she was
Pole by birth, but an American citizersaw them occasionally.

She came into the embassy one day and it was when the officers were all up at a meshiag and
wanted to talk to the PAO and she was very hystef$ml.locked up and went upstairs and

went into the conference room and asked if | could talk to Mr. Dité&ctame out and | told

him that she was downstairs and needed help.

What had happenedas that the husband and the daughters had left TvenPoles knew this
and so they went after this woman, who is now an American citizen married to an
American, and started asking her questions about what her husband was doing.

There was something thlahd been going on in Londoincan't remember the story newthis
had hit the press of coursethey wanted all kinds of things from her, and they
were going to do this and they were going to destroy her parents' bakery.

So we had to get her out thfat country that nighiThey used me to do thi§hey came down

and asked me to take her out for a cup of coBeewe left the embassy and | said, "Where are
we going for a cup of coffee?" She said, "No, you are to take me home to the house; | eave to g
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my passportThey want to get me out of Poland tonight.” So | took her home.
Q: You weren't followed?

CUMMING: Yes, indeed | washe minute | went outside of the embassmy car happened to
be in the back of the embassyo, my car was where | noally parked it but | brought it down
into the back of the embassy to pick herTipat was it.

When | went out, | saw the Mercedeshe black Mercede¥.ou could always tell because there
was always a blanket in the back seat and there were two pedipdefront
seat.

So | asked her | said, "What is this®e're being followed." She said, "I'm sorry to get you into
this. Yes, we will be followed," and she told me the story at the tBhe.said, "We have to get
my passport and | havethey wantme to leave the country tonight.”

| drove her home and | went up to the house; of course | did not have diplomatic immunity.
Nobody except the officers had diplomatic passports in those Tage | was with a Corvair,

which was the only Corvair in towsp my car was very weknown, and when | came out to my

car-- she stayed in the house, because she was going to be picked up later and | had her passport
in my pocket.

When | got to my <car, thi s |tmmnked lonaamibtheitime and s a
I'm getting into my car praying that these men weren't going to stop me, that nothing was going

to happen. I rolled my window down so | wouldn't be impolite and I said, "Do you want to buy

it? I'm leaving town pretty soon and I'll be glad tdl &€ just to make conversation.

They followed me to the embassy where the PanAm man was waiting to pick up her passport,
get her tickets and make arrangements to get her out of the country thatingght.went home

-- they told me to go home thawisn't needed any longémvas followed all the way to my

house.

| was going out that evening to a farewell for somebody in the embassy and when | got to the
party, which was at the admin officer's home, | said, "I'm sorry, but | am being followed, and
there are cars out in front of your houskope you don't object.” When they went out and saw
the amount of cars that were out theremean nobody could believe it.

But in the meantime, they got this woman dtltis is the sort of thing we went thrdum
Poland in those days.

So it was a very- it was not a post that we could do much and, | mean, look what is happening
today.l am sure Steve Debrow is having a ball.

Q: I'm sure it is a fascinating place to be today all righthat years were these?

CUMMING: "66 to '68.We were not allowed to go to the Baltiwe were not allowed to go to
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- a lot of places were off limits to uSo we went out of the country every time we got an
opportunity.

JOHN H. TRATTNER
Press Attaché, USIS
Warsaw (19661968

Mr. Trattner was born and raised in Virginia and was educated at Yale,
Columbia and American University. Joining the United States Information
Service in 1963 he worked first with the Voice of America, and then was
transferred to Warsaw as Press Attachiés subsequent assignments all in the
press and information field include Strasburg, Paris, Brussels, and Washington,
D.C., where he served as assistant to Deputy Secretary of State Warren
Christopher and finally as official Spokesman for the DepartrokeState. Mr.
Trattner was interviewed by Charles Stuart Kennedy in 2007.

Q: OK, Poland, 1966. In the first place, what was Poland up to at that time, politically and
economically, and then we will talk about Ameridwmiish relations.

TRATTNER: Well, pditically, Poland in the 1950s had been roiled by the riots in Poznan

against the communist regime. Then came a calmer, easier era that began with the ascent of
Wiladyslaw Gomulka to the top party and government positions in, | think, 1956. It was,
comparately, a somewhat liberal period for the country as seen from the outside. In reality,
certainly by the time we arrived in Poland and while we were there, the regime had become
steadily more repressive, reactionary, and orthodox. Gomulka becamelméamutinely
unimaginative communist leader, and not too distinguishable from some of the other party hacks
running other Eastern European countries. The Cold War was in full bloom and most of the
region was firmly in the grip of the Soviets.

Still, severafactors made Poland different from the other countries of the region. For one, Polish

Catholicism was a distinctive bravd at her i ntense and passionate
overwhelmingly Catholic population during the long communist era. iste#adinal Wyszynski
was the | eader of the Polish church. He was a

entrenched resentment of the communist government. But it was a very subtle resentment and
resistance. Wyszynski was often compared to Cardiradszenty in Hungary, but the two
circumstances were very different. Poles revered Wyszynski because he made no secret of his
views of communism and its repression of the country. He had been jailed, | think more than
once, for various religious and sda&tivities and pronouncements, but the communists knew

they couldndot really touch him without seriou
made them all too aware of what could happen. They had to tolerate him, and of course he took
advantag of that. We arrived in Poland in the midc

thousandth anniversary of Polish Christianity. That was a truly national event, and it was really a
very ardent devotional celebration, which Wyszynski organized and lefrandich the
government refused to allow the Pope to pay a scheduled visit to Poland. That was Paul VI. And



they would not let the cardinal leave the country for observances elsewhere. The famous Black
Madonna, an icon, a painting housed in a churcheridtvn ofCzestochowa, was a prominent

symbol of the Polish Christian millennium. One more thing a@tholicism in Poland: the

church was allowed to publish in Krakow an independent and often outspoken weekly
newspaperTygodnik Powszechnyhich had wile readership and attracted much attention

inside and outside the country. | think it was the newspaper that was once closed when it refused
to publish Stalinbdés obituary. Later it was a
early poems of Gzslaw Milosz, a welknown dissident. Still later, | think, the paper also

reflected the views of the rising opposition to communism in Poland. And the church continued

to be a strong defender of religious freedom and civil rights. It was a consoling,refatgctor,

and encourager for the Polish soul. You could feel that every day. It was a real presence in Polish
life and one the party and government had to contend with nonstop. The Catholic weekly
newspaper continues today.

Ther eds mor estinctfirom lotbes easteenrEaropdans in what | used to call their

hopel ess romantic fateful ness. I't was their t
smile or ironic shrug or a pretense at gaiety. But they would also pursue a goal recklessly
sametimes, regardless of the consequences. | called them the Irish of Eastern Europe. The old
apocryphal stories of how some Poles opposed the Nazis with pitchforks in 1939jraarse

wagons against tanks, seemed to tie in with what | saw in the 196GbeAfactor was the

Polish language, which was liberally sprinkled with adapted English words and usages, | think

more than in other countries in the region. Finally, Poland had had a particularly brutal history. It
was partitioned tegistat alldor detades) maybe mare tthan d huddned
years. Well, |l etds see, from about the | ate 1
Then there was Polandobés devastating experienc
absolutely devastatingVell, we all know that, but if you lived a while there, you got to

understand how deep that hundpds years of nonexistence, then the war, then the German and

then the Russian occupation, really goes. Sort of a ghastly memory that lives in theorbones

their genes. So all these things distinguished Poland from its neighbors in the years we were

there.

Q: What about the economy and the cultural scene then?

Economically, Poland was not in good shape. No surprise there. Buildings were shabby inside

ard out, roads were poor quality, food was generally not available in any wide variety. Polish

pork, however, was unforgettable, and in the late spring and early summer, sorgecfarm

vegetables were in a class by themselves. Poland has a short butgnbensg season.

Ot her wi se, meat, fruits and vegetables were u
a restaurant and be handed a huge menu with page after page of choices, only two or three of

which were actually available. For variety, welanf r i ends used to go to We
restaurant, where all the entrees tasted the same. Cars available to ordinary people were

relatively scarce and unremarkable. Poland did not have much of a native auto industry when we
arrived there, though eem to recall that a deal had been signed with Fiat that had not yet

produced anything, and later | think there was some attempt or plan to produce a Polish
Volkswagen. What | remember clearly is a smattering of cars from the West, and imports from

the Czehs and East Germans. The East German cars were noisy, weak, and smoky, nothing to
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write home about. There was a fair number of expensive western cars, Mercedes and the like,
mostly imported by the party and political elite and by the secret police. Weegdnteresting

flea markets offering a great variety of items, some of them really attractive. Lots of copper pots
and vases, for example, big and small, all dark green or blackened with oxidation, but restorable
to a beautiful gleam. Some Polish womeith little to choose from in stores, would cut patterns

from western magazines and make their clothes themselves. In fact, one of the remarkable things
about the Poles in those days was the style, or maybe a better word is verve, with which many
women cldéhed themselves. And they had very little going for them.

Just one aside here. The U.S. had shipped huge amounts of grain, mostly wheat, to Poland in the
1950s to avoid famine. It was the BBO program, in which Poland paid for the grain in zlotys, a
cumrency worth absolutely nothing except in Poland. The payments came to the American
Embassy in Warsaw, and the U.S. zloty account piled up stupendously. Over the years, the
embassy used some of thesecatbed counterpart funds for expenses inside Polaruth as

salaries of its Polish staff. Also, official American staff could cash dollar checks for the zlotys
we needed for expenses in Poland. The rate of exchange was ridiculously advantageous for us,
and we could also use zlotys for advance bookings\adltagencies in Poland for travel, car
rentals, and hotels when we were outside the country and in Western Europe. Eventually, the
huge U.S. store of zlotys was exhausted, | think by 1980 or so, and that was the end of that
particular lala land.

(@)}

Culturei n Pol and was one of the bright spots. |t
graphic arts were really spectacular, bold and full of color. And there were well regarded
contemporary artists. The same high level of achievement applied to serioaswithsseveral

very accomplished performers and composers like Witold Lutoslawski, who was just then

making his name. There was a good selection of concerts and recitals, regularly featuring

serious, jazz, and pop artists from the west. My colleaguég i iS. Information Agency, in

the embassyb6s press and cultural section, wer
The Polish film industry in those days was world renowned, truly in a class by itself. We got to

know two or three tomotch diretors and/or their wives. In the city of Lodz was a very highly

regarded film school, if | remember correctly. The Polish authorities purposefully kept their

hands off the arts, film, and certain other cultural activities. One of these was entertainment in

night clubs, for example. In one of them, | remember first hearing the old joke about people
standing in Ilong |ines at the butcherdés, with
finally reached the counter. One man who had been waiting os lgot so exasperated he

dropped out of line, saying he was going to communist party headquarters to complain about the

state of things. But he soon returned to the
headquarters was even longerefidhwas very little censorship in the arts and entertainment
because those in power recognized the publicéo

space. The reality of life in communist Poland was grim and repressive. Giving the creative
communityits head was an escape valve that let people speak their minds and opinions in certain
ways. Of course there were limits. Step over the line and you risked being punished. That was
why many Polish artists and entertainers operated in a sort-@essbrlip, and that in turn

made monitoring of what they were doing easier. Polish artists were allowed to sell their
products pretty freely inside and outside the country and the government snapped up a
percentage of their sales receipts. There was also-#efidjed and famous Yiddish theater. It



was still flourishing, but signs were growing that its time was coming to an end. And that brings
me to the intriguing story that was unfolding in the late 1960s that involved Polish politics,
Middle East events, arféolish Jews.

Q: Well, as | recall it, there was still arBemitism in Poland.

TRATTNER: Indeed there was. In 1967 and 1968, a conservative wing of the communist party
led by the interior minister, or at least he was its nominal leader, was seekingdoenmvithin

the party by stirring a wave of arBiemitism. It was not very subtle. It aimed at individuals in the
party and government with alleged Jewish connections or ancestry or sympathies. The
controlling faction of the party had supposedly allowethdolks into positions of influence.
Familiar tactics, of course, and familiar scapegoats. The implication was that these people had
some connection with what was then happening in the Middle East. It focused on what was
called Israeli aggression in th8@r sixday war. Communist dogma generally viewed Arab
countries as friends of Warsaw Pact countries, and of course the Soviet bloc had aggressively
developed supportive relationships with Egypt, Syria and maybe one or two other countries in
the Middle Eas So the connection between Israeli actions and certain elements within the Polish
communist party allegedly sympathetic to Jews was somehow supposed to be plausible. | was
now and then asked by Polish journalists what the U.S. view of this strugglendas, course |
stayed completely away from it, saying we did not take positions on internal political events. In
the end, the allegations fell pretty much of their own weight, but in 1967 after tHaysixar the
Israeli embassy was forced to close d@adieparting staff badly harassed at the Warsaw airport.
There were few Jews living in Poland then, and a small Jewish community in Warsaw, and they
were of course a key audience of the Yiddish theater. But with the events | just described, it
closed downThings were pretty intense, touch and go. The director of the Yiddish theater was
an accomplished actress and Polish citizen named Ida Kaminska. A kind of charismatic figure.
She felt she needed to get out of the country, and my wife and | and severalptdlyed small

roles in making that possible. Of course, we were directly violating various kinds of rules of the

ti me, both the Polesd rules and our own.
Q: How did the 668 invasion of Czechosl ovakia
Poland?

TRATTNER: There was never any love lost between Poles and Czechs, and this was clear from
any number of conversations | and colleagues had with Poles. So there was little sympathy in
Poland when the Russians went into Prague in August 1968. But | lileirgkwas a lot of secret
interest in Poland in the waltmembered Prague Spring and in what exactly was going on in
Czechoslovakia before the Russians ended it. All this also made Poles curious about what it
might mean for them at some future point. Op tw three successive nights in the early summer

of 1968, we heard Soviet trucks and tanks in the streets of Warsaw. It is a distinctive sound. Not
too unusual, since the Russians had sizeable numbers of troops and equipment garrisoned in
Poland, butyouidd n 6t often see | arge assemblies of so
Soviets tried to make their military presence less visible because the Poles resented it so much.
Since tension between Czechs and Russians had been rising almost from the befyihaing
Dubcek regime in Prague, we were expecting some kind of serious trouble. My wife and | had
spent a few days in Prague in May of that year, and saw much evidence of the Prague Spring,
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such as a young couple being interviewed in a park by an Amerataork television team.
Doesndét sound unusual to you, but it was unpr
absolutely never happened. We thought the tanks we heard in Warsaw that June were part of a
Soviet move to at least physically threatie@ Czechs. Nothing happened for some weeks,

though, and in August we took a vacation in the south of France. While we were there, the
Soviets went in. We flew back to Warsaw a wee
and | was right. The Czeclents, as you can imagine, produced a lot of reporting work for the

entire Warsaw embassy staff.

Q: Was there much give and take with the media?

TRATTNER: Well, let me start with some background. Polish newspapers and magazines were
plentiful, and therevere a fair number from outside, including some from the West that the
authorities evidently decided were harmless. Polish media, including radio and television, were
tightly controlled as to content. The only news agency was an organ of the Polish goveasn

was the only television station. The key newspapers were a daily paymina Ludiithe more

or less official communist party organ, and a weeRblityka, which in its early days had

something of a moderate outlook and reputation. In our tithik it was generally regarded as

the best key to the thinking going on in party political circles. Its editor while we were there was
a first secretary of the party, and the newspaper was closely scanned by the party and
government rank and file, ang the diplomatic corps. It provided the most accurate reading of
party and government policy and of dayday developments and changes in the ruling structure
when it came to purposes, intentions, and outlook. The paper was particular, as | remember,
abou what kind of communism was right for Poland. It did not want a radical, extreme, despotic
regime, but rather, an enlightened reasonable approach that really genuinely tried to advance the
interests of the country.

Now there was a pretty distinct contrastween the impenetrable and uninformative blank face
the Polish media turned to the world, and the behavior and character of individual Polish
journalists. A very important part of my job there was to know them and talk with them, and for
American Embasy people a number of them were fairly approachable and friendly. Some were
less so, but still willing to meet and have a conversation. | spent considerable time in friendly
arguments with Polish journalists about Vietnam, they chiding me for examplédothey

liked to call U.S. imperialist goals, and | reminding them of the facts about the origins of the war.
Some of them had known successive generations of embassy officers. My contacts with them
usually came over lunch, one on one, or at cocktaildamuer parties on the Warsaw official and
diplomatic circuit. We attended literally dozens of these and also regularly entertained at home.
In entertaining Polish guests, we would sometimes show a renowned recent American film like
ATo Kil |l a aMaeitk a gnogpbof Rolashofilm people and journalists for dinner, and
my wife and | once organized an event around the visit of the wiahelyn American travel

author John Gunther and his remarkable wife Jane. We spent a couple of unforgettable days
talking and dining with the Gunthers as we showed them around Warsaw and surrounding
regions, and grew genuinely close. They were exceptional people, and he was at the height of his
reputation, but without a drop of pretension.

We of course were hardly n&\about our relationships with Pademy journalist contacts were
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working under the stern and watchful gaze of the Polish authorities and to greater or lesser

extents had to do their bidding. Some were wi
search out information about diplomats and ot
dramatic, but thatés what it basically amount

really tried to be journalists. They did their jobs because thantéeested them despite its

obvious handicaps. Also, because it gave them broader avenues to travel, and a few perks, and
perhaps because the pay was somewhat better than other lines of work. Or to put it another way,
this group knew that Americans likeemivere mostly offimits to them, and | think regarded us

as curious, slightly risky people with whom it was nonetheless useful, even exciting, to flirt
around the edges with. And I 6m sure they 1ike
andthosef ot her western diplomats, not | east for
These people were not dull or stupid, they were smart and seasoned. But they still had to toe the
line, and to agree to try gleaning information from their conversatighsua about embassy

activities, embassy people, anything they thought might be useful to the people who permitted
them to have such contacts. |l 6m reasonably su
intelligence authorities after almost every contaith us. Given that, it was hard for some of

these journalists to think of themselves as true professionals. Willing or unwilling, the entire

official and semiofficial Polish community, and many others as well, had to comply with the

mandate to collect vatever information was available. Despite the obvious caveats raised in

every contact with them, a handful of us saw a certain number of Polish journalists on a regular
basis. Our conversations with them were mostly individual, and we knew how to d&tingui

between polite talk, boiler plate party line bull, and the occasional bit of political or economic
information or gossip that was genuinely interesting. Maybe those bits were still deliberate leaks

on instruction, but it was also clear that now and thems on their own hook, maybe because

they disapproved of what the government or party was doing. In some respects, it was a silly

game, because we knew what they were doing, and they knew we knew.

Q: What about foreign reporters in Poland? Were theyynof them and were you involved with
them?

TRATTNER: Yes, to both questions. There was a fairly sizeable foreign press corps in Warsaw.
In addition to correspondents from other countries of Eastern Europe and from the Soviet Union
and China, there wegedozen or so representatives of the Western European media. They
included the French, British, and West German news agencies and one or two leading
newspapers likee Monde.Plus two U.S. news agencies and Neav York Times manned for a

time by our oldriend Jon Randal, whom we had known in Geneva. As embassy spokesman, |
saw all of them pretty regularly, especially of course the Americans. The American Embassy was
an ongoing source for them, not only for news in the Polish/U.S. context, but alsheak a c

against the accuracy or newsworthiness of information about things going on in Poland that they
were picking up from other sources. Naturally, we had to be discreet and discerning in what we
were willing to do for them in that respect.

In varying degees, the Polish authorities gave resident western reporters a hard time about

matters like travel permissions, visa renewals, working space, and interview requests. These
needs were tools the authorities fewttbr t o comp
them to do their jobs, and maybe to encourage them or their employers to shorten their time in
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Poland. I tried interceding a couple of times with the Polish authorities on behalf of an American
reporter based in Poland who was a particulgetaof this, probably because he was the most

skilled and persistent of the small American press contingent in the country. He never knew

when he had to go outside the country, whether he would be allowed back in, even though his
papers were in order. Iragicular, the correspondent for the West German news agency,
Deutsche Presse Agentur, | ed a tough existenc
Anti-West German sentiment was tangible, not just as an official government and party line, but
among sctors of the Polish people. Bitter memories were still strong. Of course, among ordinary
Poles in those days, those feelings were directed at Germans anywhere, in communist East as

well as in capitalist West Germany. We were always amused at the lenggihsaRthorities

would go to, to try to separate the figoododo an
that, in one respect, many Germans returned the Polish dislike in equal measure. That was

because, in the pesYorld War Il settlement, Polagds f r ont i er s moved west,
of prewar Germany became part of western Poland.

But |1 6m getting away from the subject. Much o
press contacts with our ambassador and the rest of the staff. Fewj®olstiists expressed

interest in coming into the embassy for a talk with the ambassador, which was not surprising. But
there were regular interview requests from the resident U.S. press corps, and occasionally from
other western European reporters arsitivig American reporters. | was also responsible for
handling the press on the occasions of what w
regular but infrequent meeting between the ambassadors of the U.S. and China that had been
arranged in th@950s as a way of maintaining a sort of minimal contact between Beijing and
Washington. There were no diplomatic relations between the two; the U.S. had not yet
recognized what was then still called iimainl a
referred to the Chinese capital as APeiping. o
move the two countries visibly closer or warm up their relationship. But they were symbolically
important as the only official contact between two big coastwho regarded one another

basically as enemies. The era of ppang diplomacy was still just around the corner. Yet there

was always an attendant fuss surrounding the talks on both sides, with specialists coming in from
both capitals as part of the twmall delegations to the meetings. There was always a small

influx of western media to Warsaw when the talks took place, including people like Robert

Novak, but they took place strictly in private, and hardly anything was said publicly about them.

That ma@ my job, as spokesman for the American side, something of a non starter. Though |

was nominally part of the U.S. delegation, | did not actually sit in the meetings, and was given

little to say to the press afterward. Maybe a crisp little uninformativditeo. Nothing could be

said to the press in advance of the meeting, but once it was in session, | could confirm it was

taking place. In no circumstances could anything be volunteered to thé prdgoffered in

response to a question. So, in none ofamntacts with the press during a China talks session

were journalists able to get any hard informadidrmean confirmable faclsor extended

insight beyond the little that was said officially, on the record, after the meetings ended. Still, the
media werantensely interested in the China talks, because one never knew when something

might change the glacial quality of them. For the two officials who came in from Washington for

the talks, Paul Kreisberg and Don Anderson, my wife and | did throw receptrahe fiesident

and visiting press. One guest was a guy from TASS, then the Soviet news agency, who invited
Gillian and me to visit Moscow, all expenses paid. This came late in our time in Warsaw, and
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there would have been no time to schedule a trip to Mwslbut of course | did not accept the
invitation for all the obvious reasons. Still, in some corner of my mind, | always regretted not
being able to do it, just to visit Moscow. Interestingly enough, the talks moved to Paris in the
early 1970s, after thdixon/Kissinger visit to Beijing opened up the relationship. The talks
remained at the ambassadorial level. At one point Don Anderson was assigned to the embassy in
Paris, in part for the China talks function. | was press attaché in Paris by then eahithélsame

role for the China talks that | had earlier in Warsaw. | remember the line | used in response to a
guestion about the talks, something to the effect that one of the reasons for the talks between the
two ambassadors was to ensure that a chafmelmmunication was always available.

|l nformative, right? Actually, the embassyods p
Chinese in Paris right along.

Q: What were your ambassadors in Warsaw like?

TRATTNER: John Gronouski had a Chicago poétibackground, and had been Lyndon
Johnsonds postmaster gener al .-Americarhwoudkappgéad h ns o n
to the Poles, especially in the midst of our expanding war in Vietnam. And Gronouski did

appeal, even though he spokenoPolis Pol andés regime, |ike other
region, was officially up in arms about the w
help the already testy, | would say dogmatically suspicious, Polish view of us. But Gronouski

sailed iro that environment with some gusto. He was likable, irascible, and instinctively
political. However, he didndét have much feel
to his office with one leg thrown across the arm of his chair, and treatwite sometimes

unsettling informality. Though not always. But he was who he was. He was certainly an emblem

of the affection that many Poles had for the United States. Many Poles had relatives living in the

U.S. You heard it said that the Poli8imericanpopulation of Chicago was bigger than the entire
population of Warsaw. PolisAmericans sent money and other support to their relatives in

Poland and scores of them would visit Poland in the summers. The host of a popular Polish
American radio program i€@hicago visited Warsaw for a week and was treated very warmly at

private gatherings of Poles. The Polish government looked benignly on all this, partly because it
valued the inflow of hard@urrency dollars from the Polishmerican community.

Poles whom wé&new and mingled with often expressed pleasure that the Americans, for a

change, had sent them a PolAsmerican ambassador. In 1968, when Johnson announced his

decision not to run for relection, it fell to me to relay the news to Gronouski. It was early

in the morning, and | got the word by telephone from our agricultural attaché who said he had
heard it on the Voice of America. Since the J
own future, | called him at home right away. His wife ansaénea sleepy voice and put the

ambassador on the phone. After listening to what | told him, he asked in a somewhat stunned
voice i f | was sure. I replied that this was
i nformation wassk.i fgWeolwl,ead ,Griloyroouu damn wel | bet't
several hours very much hoping the Ag attaché had heard correctly. Gronouski traveled as
extensively in Poland as he was allowed, and | and sometimes my wife were often part of his

little travding group. Some of those trips were memorable, as much for the times we spent in his
company as for the visits themselves. Once, on a visit to Krakow with him, we were rushing to

get dressed for an evening event the Poles were staging for him, to whidhuldebe
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accompanying Gronouski in his car. As we were leaving our room, | asked my wife to call his

room to see if he was ready to go. She always smiles at the memory of his answer. He said,

i mpatiently, #AAll right, akpn§, padtmscomi agGr pao
sorry to say, is no longer with us.

The other U.S. ambassador for the last eight months or so of our Warsaw time was the late
Walter Stoessel, a much more traditional and highly competent career American diplomat, who
laterwas the U.S. ambassador in Bonn and Moscow, and deputy secretary of state. A friendly,
pleasant and quite thoughtful guy, with whom | worked quite closely and easily. When we left
Poland, he and his wife threw us a farewell luncheon. Some years latateatl Bad the

pleasure of working with him from time to time. And once, when | was working for Warren
Christopher, when Christopher was deputy secretary of state, we stopped in Bonn en route home
from a tough trip to Turkey, and stayed with the Stoestdlse residence. Christopher and |

were just dead tired, and | remember the extraordinary hospitality and comfort they provided us.

Q: A couple of more things. Were you and your colleagues particularly harassed by the internal
security forces?

TRATTNER: I woul dnodét call it harassment. Letos s
Our home phones and walls were bugged, and now and then we would be followed on the street
or the highway. Our military attaches got the really heavy surveillance, aftbtes made little

secret of it. We knew that domestic servants, under pain of losing what for them were privileged
jobs with diplomatic families, were obliged to report to the authorities whatever intelligence or
personal information they could pick upaut their employers. If my wife and | wanted to

discuss embassy activities or personal topics like finances, we did it while walking in the park,
not at home. It was really a game, and we were used to it. The UB, the Polish secret police, had
their jobs b do, and we had ours. It even worked to our advantage now and then. Our cook, very
talented in the kitchen, took to stealing little portions of sugar or butter, or perhaps coffee. We
di dn 6d shenwwamash excellent and experienced cook and would b&hamlace. My wife

did confront her a couple of times about it, but then the situation began to get a bit out of hand.
So Gillian and | had a conversation in our living room, complaining in loud voices about the

food stealing that was going on. Ifitd@in st op, we agreed, we woul d
The bugs in the wall were listening, and no further stealing took place after that. The Poles
obviously didnét want to | ose an experienced

would be lard for them to replace, too. She remained with us throughout our time there, and we
now and then would give her gifts of food to sort of seal the deal. It worked out for everyone
involved.

The Polish internal security guys provided other bits of amuseifieay followed the U.S.

military attachés assiduously, everywhere they went on their regular travel within the country.
There would be the attach®06s car on a highway
black Mercedes with a couple of URgple tracking the attaché. The pretense was always that

the attaché had no idea he was being tailed. During one such day jaunt, the car of one of the
American attachés broke down 40 or 50 miles out of Warsaw. It was a Sunday and there was no
way to get tle car fixed. The UB tail car had also stopped at the usual discreet distance behind.

There was no nearby town from which to phone for help. Some time went by, with nothing
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happening. As related by the attaché, he knew he would eventually get help ftdB the
Eventually, a repair truck miraculously appea
his UB tail continued their tandem journey. The way the attaché saw it, the UB agents knew that
they themselves would never get home that nightiftheeat h® coul dnét conti nu
radioed for the repair truck.

Then there was the visit to Warsaw of a popular young Polish film adilebgeta Czyzewska,

who was living outside Poland, and what happened with her was not so amusing. Ske was th
wife of David Halberstam, thenNew York Timescorrespondent stationed in Warsaw, who had
lived with her for a time in the apartment just above ours, before we got there. In fact, they were
married in the apartment we later occupied. They had left @blefore we arrived, but she

returned on a visit sometime in late 1968 or early 1969, at the height of #&eanitic wave |
mentioned earlier. Although her husband was Jewish and though there was still resentment that
she had left Poland, she felt sad¢urning for a visit. Nonetheless, she was followed and

harassed a bit, to the point of serious worry that the Poles might not allow her to exit the country
again. She had good contacts at the embassy, and we got to know her pretty well while she was
in Warsaw. Despite the concern, she left Poland without incident.

Q: Did you get any feel for the university? Was communism sonpraf @mrmaphilosophy or
did you feel that there were dedicated communists?

TRATTNER: It was certainlypro formafor ordinarycitizens. They had to accept it, which

doesndét mean all or even most of them really
Perhaps some believed in communism as a theory that might actually work in certain conditions,

but few believed inwhatthy s aw being done in communismdés n.
government and party community, there was a Igrofformaacceptance and also there were

some who did believe that communism was the a

anybody official or otherwise, who tried to persuade me, however. As in many countries, the
universities were potential generators of new political thinking, the push for change, and young
Turk-like movements. The University of Warsaw was certainly a centerddest activism, and

there were visible signs sometimes of unrest. Nothing distinct ever emerged, but there was a time
or two when there was a possibility of real trouble. Some of my embassy colleagues paid close
attention to the universities, but they waat my primary focus.

Q: What else can you tell me about your work in Poland?

TRATTNER: Well , | 6ve spoken about my responsi
journalists. Often | felt myself obhdoinpe an ext
political reporting based on my contacts with Polish reporters, and sometimes with other Poles. |
handled the ambassadorés contacts with the pr
embassyb6s spokesman. |  ma,sulyas dxhilots dmekthe | nf or mat
embassyb6s film |library, al | of which was pret
One was a weltlone color film that USIA provided us about the Apollo 8 flight, which was the

first orbiting of the moon, for shangs to Polish audiences. The film was really an excellent

piece of work, but the narration was of course in English. | thought it would be far more effective

if we could rig up some way to put it into Polish. There was a highly competent Polish writer
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whom we frequently employed to translate English texts into Polish for a magazine distributed in

the country through agreement with the government. He had a great voice. He agreed to translate
the narration of this Apollo film into Polish and to voice it oatwio tape, with the help of a

stop watch | used to synchronize his voice with events on the screen. He and | thus produced an
audio tape in Polish, to be played through sp
audio in English turned off. It @rked out beautifully, and the film began drawing packed houses
twice a day to the embassyds theater. That wa
we left Poland and | heard that it continued for several months thereafter. This was a contrast

with the normal small number of ordinary Poles who came to the embassy.

One other note might add a bit of color here. With the war in Vietnam at its height, the Warsaw
government felt obliged to express its disapproval by staging demonstrations at theaAmeri
Embassy from time to time. These were billed as spontaneous events in which Polish citizens
ostensibly showed their righteous outrage at U.S. policy. In reality, of course, the demonstrations
were organized by the government. We always had advancemskerda demonstration was

brewing, word | believe was actually passed to us by the government itself, to give us time to
prepare by closing the front gates, locking windows, and keeping staff away from the front of the
building. The embassy faced a broadimavenue in downtown Warsaw and you could see the
demonstrators coming, usually a crowd of several hundred, chanting slogans and carrying signs,
maybe 20 or 30 abreast. They would halt in front of the embassy, shouting and sometimes
throwingrocksorsimm!l ar stuff. The embassyos ppedai tical
pretense at intelligence gathering, had assigned me to go out and mingle with the crowd on such
occasions, to pick up what they were saying to one another. | was supposed to lonk ke

them, not like an embassy type. So | would take off my jacket and tie, and do whatever else |
thought would help and go out on the street. It was of course ridiculous and a bit scary. One of
these demonstrations went beyond {leayving, chanting, ashthrowing things. Part of the crowd
stormed the iron fences and gate and tried to break through. The embassy Marine guards went
out to reinforce the gates. No one got onto the grounds of the embassy, but there was a lot of
broken window glass and a brokieant gate. Meanwhile, | mingled with the crowd and listened.
Amid all the shouting and yelling, this was almost impossible, and | never gleaned anything
beyond a comment or two on the price of food
eventsa couple of high school girls who had come to watch the show smilingly threw snowballs
at me. They knew perfectly well who | was.

Q: Did you get any feel for the camaraderie or love of the Poles for their eastern neighbors the
Russians?

TRATTNER: No. Olviously, individual Poles resented and disliked the Soviet Union. That was

true of at least 75 percent of the population and was very clear all the time. But they normally
couldnét or didnét want to show t hsijusthd n any r
future in that, unless you wanted to suffer personally. The party, through the government,

enforced Polish obedience to Soviet mandates for the country and complete support for Soviet
objectives abroad. As | 0v eetnmilitaty preésencePRussem d h ad
language study was obligatory in Polish schools and monuments to Soviet heroes were part of

the scenery. Underneath the surface of Polish submission to Russian will, of course, was a

powerful current of Polish resistance, mikwith nationalism, a thirst for contact with the West,



and affection for America. It was expressed

suggested everything from night club acts, theater, and films to underground essays or prose
pieces on culiral and political themes that traveled hand to hand. Many Poles that we knew
made no effort to hide their feelings in private conversation. Sometimes, these feelings were
openly expressed, as in the outpouring of popular celebration of the thousandthB&ah
Christianity, or in the pages of the Catholic weekly newspaper | mentioned, or the occasional
sermons of Cardinal Wyszynski.

WALTER E. JENKINS, JR.
Deputy Chief of Mission
Warsaw (19661970)

Walter E. Jenkins, Jr. was raised in Texas and Bagland. His career in the
Foreign Service included posts in Germany, Taiwan and Poland. Mr. Jenkins was
interviewed by Charles Stuart Kennedy on February 20, 1991.

Q: You served in Warsaw as deputy chief of mission, DCM, from 1966 tdoWQdid you ge
the job?

JENKINS:Well, John Gronouski was appointed ambassador.
Q: A Democrat under Johnson.

JENKINS: He was the Postmaster General, and | think Johnson for domestic political reasons
wanted to get somebody else into that jbieey seemed to conclud&ronouski has worked
effectively with the PolistAmerican communityThere's going to be a vacancy in Warsaw, let's
make him ambassador.” As Polish Desk Officer, | had some liaison with him at the time, went
over to his office occasionally and so heeaskhe Department to appoint me as his Deputy
(DCM). But Bud Sherer's term was not up in Warsaw, and so it was six months later that |

actually went inThe sixties were my Polish years, from '61 to '70, and | was very happy to do it.

John Gronouski was@apable, intelligent person, and things were very interesting in Poland at
that time.So we hit it off and | served as his DCM from July 1966 until late 1967, when he
returned to reenter politics.

Q: Well, as a professional Foreign Service officer, omeagk has a certain reservation about
somebody, particularly coming from the political world as Gronouski did, who is of ethnic stock
from the country where they are goifidghere's a tendency to try to return to the homeland, to

run for mayor and these thgs, to turn sort of oveethnic or somethingdow did Gronouski

work, looking at it with a cold, clear eye?

JENKINS:He was a very intelligent man who had been a profe8sat until he entered politics
he didn't fully appreciate that he was Polishis mother was Irish, and he had been raised as an
Irish Catholic And when Kennedy said he needed someone to help, you know, round up the
PolishAmerican community, he thought of Gronougkind Gronouski said, "l guess | am
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Polish."
Q: So he didn't really@me from a Polish background.

JENKINS: Well, his father was of Polish heritage, but because of maternal influence, that was
not a factor at all with him.think there was some lack of experience in foreign matters; but he
relied on his staff and on megpty strongly, and it worked out weBut it wasn't like my next
ambassador, Walter Stoessel.

Q: Who was a professional to the core.

JENKINS: Yes.But with Gronouski it worked out very welAnd we experienced some very
interesting things, if you wano thear about it.

Q: Oh, absolutely.

JENKINS: This was a period, '66, that was beginning to become turbulent &gatrof all, it

was the Polish millennium, and the church in Poland was exerting Tftkelj.took the Black
Madonna icon from Czestochowad paraded this national symbol throughout Poltrstirred

up the population fantasticallyhey brought the icon to Warsaw and there was complete
turbulenceThe day | arrived in Warsaw authorities had confined the Black Madonna to St.
John's Cathedt. It could be put up in the cathedral, but no parading it around thé\6ty,

there was a tremendous reaction against this, and mobs surged up the main street, marching
towards the Communist party headquartEmmbassy First Secretary Herb Kaiser amgere
following along to see what was going &ell, the crowd was disbursed before they got to
party headquarters, but that was the beginning of this turbulent period.

Then there were several other things that occufiied.Vietham War was on then, atiis put
the Poles on a spot, because the Poles werenl &tibecause we were giving them PL 480
assistance, cultural exchanges...

Q: PL 480 is grain and...

JENKINS: Yes, grain sales with very lotgrm credit arrangements, with provisions for ose
Embassy expenses, exchanges, joint researciijretcso they didn't like to be put in this
position of being politically boxeth, with America's fighting over in Vietnam and the
possibility of Communist China's joining in...

So they tried to initiata mediation in '66, which you might have heard of, called "Operation
Marigold." Well, it had all started in Hanoi through the initiative of a Pole, who was a member of
the international commission (ICC), named Lewandows&italked with Ambassador Lodge

Saigon and the Italian ambassador in an effort to identify specific issues on which there could be
eventual agreement between Hanoi and the United Staegoints were identified and the

effort to reach agreement was called Operation Marigdid.intial step was to establish contact
between Americans and the Vietnamese in Warsaw.



A cable came in from Washington asking our views on becoming invdlvéalt, the cable
asked: "Mr. Ambassador, do you think your DCM is capable of taking on this\/éelP"
Gronouski wasn't there, so | was shown the cable, and | thought, "Well, | hope he thinks so."
Gronouski came back to Warsaw the following day and was shown theldaldecided he also
wanted very much to be involved in something that could bereetrdous political victory,
because he felt it would facilitate a return to Washington to be involved with Johnson in the
political world. So he replied, "We'll both do it."

That winter of '66 up until Christmas Eve, we met frequently with Adam RapaeKknrtsign

minister, at night, without letting others know what was goingltve. frequent evening

meetings and reports to the Department were an effort to get an agreement on the ten points that
Lewandowski had drafted, and thus put us in direct contdlttive Viethamese&ometimes I'd

get a call right in the middle of a social event, and I'd have to use an exouseon cut his

hand, or something and leave; and off we would go to the Foreign Ministry.

But we also had a military policy at that timiehink it was called Rolling Thunder, the bombing
campaign.

Q: Against North Vietnam.

JENKINS: And one of the ten points of Marigold was a cessation of such bonfhing.

apparently our administration didn't want to stop the military presBiseusson with Rapacki
narrowed down and narrowed down towards the end of December to the point of at least leaving
Hanoi and Haiphong out of the bombirgyt it was too late.

And | can remember so well when Rapacki called us over on Christmas Eve which hiBolan
Wigilia. And he said, "You know, this (Christmas Eve) is the most important day in Poland."
And this is going to be our last meetiMghy did you bomb Hanoi?" In response to our
assurance we would look into the situation, he replied, "No, the Viet®awi# not have
anything more to do with it."

Now this isn't to say that the end of Operation Marigold was our fault, but the Poles were really
trying to mediate out of their own seffterest, because they wanted to maintain beneficial
relations with usBut Lewandowski's and Rapacki's efforts came to naught.

Q: Well, what about dealing there in Warsaw with the Sovidts#® did we see the Soviets
there?

JENKINS: Well, we saw them, formally, very littldhey had a compound that was a fortress;
hardly aaybody could come iriThe ambassador's name was Aristov, who was a member of the
CPSU Central Committee, and he was a rather personable individual.

| was chargé, between Ambassador Gronouski and Stoessel, for about seven or eight months,
because, as | sasronouski wanted to get back into the political campaign in '67, '68, and
Stoessel couldn't leave, because of the criticalB&esit situation, he was Assistant Secretary for
EUR, so | stayed on.
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But here's the first example of what happerdtds was67, just before the sigay war in Israel,
the Arab Israeli War.

Q: Yes, October '67.

JENKINS: There was a big party of the diplomatic condy. wife and | were dancing, and the
Soviet Embassy Counselor and the DCM of the Egyptian Embassy cut in ided d&ancing

around with us in a circl&/ou ask yourself, what the heck is this abotuti®l they were chanting
things like "it's going to be a new world." We didn't know it, but the attack on Israel had already
begun.Of course, it turned out very differéy from what they thought it was going to ligut

this was my first of such contacts with the Sovietsve're winning; we're going to show you,"
relapsed into frustratiomll Israeli embassies in Soviet Bloc countries were closed down.

But one very iteresting sidelightThere was a Polish nationalist friend of mine, whom | had

known in the Polish embassy in Washington, who was in 1967 economic advisor tdevhigh
official in Warsaw. won't name him, because he's somewhere in the WesBulwesaid,

"Come over to my boss's house, we're having a little reception, and we're going to talk about the
economic situation heretie was late for the event, but eventually arrived, breathiisssaid,

"You know, Walt, the whole situation has changed.”

| asked, "How is that?"

He said, "Do you know, the day after the Israeli victory, seven of our embassies abroad raised
the Israeli flag along with the Polish flabhat gives us our chance."

So thus began the purge of Jewish elements throughout the gewt@oma partyMost of the
ministers had been eliminated earlier, but many of the vice ministers, many of the key people
were now kicked outMost of them Satanowski, the symphony director whom | had known in
Poznan, was Jewish, and he left to becaméitieetor of the symphony orchestra in Dusseldorf,
GermanyA lot of them left, and they were replaced with Polish nationalist tyiges.friend of
mine was very definitely a Polish nationalist econordistd so the purge intensified; and nearly
all of theJewish officials were eliminated.

This was a very interesting development, because it began a new nationalist teimtemary .
Minister Moczar, who had been the Polish guerrilla leader during World War I, led the
nationalist Poles and eventually in7IBhelped eliminate Gomulka, in collusion with Edward
Gierek.Gomulka had a Jewish wife, and that's one thing they used against him.

Q: You know, that story about seven embassies raising the Israeli flag sounds like@ put
thing, doesn't it?

JENKINS:It does.

Q: It just doesn't sound very professiorajust looked like this was a good excuse.
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JENKINS: Of course.
Q: But it doesn't sound like it really happened.

JENKINS:I'm not sure whether it actually occurred or natu see, what happened aft&orld
War Il was that the Soviets did not really trust the Poles; so they inserted mamgrikgiy
Polish Jews into key positionBhe original security minister was a Polish J&Wwe Soviets
installed them, and the nationalist Poles were trying toigietf them.The Israeli flag scenario
could very well have been a pup job.But | do know that many residual Jewish officials were
pretty preSoviet and knew that they were being protected by the SoAiedsthe Soviet Union
was not so antisrael inthe early days. | mean, didn't this begin it?

Q: I think it began about that time, yes.

JENKINS: | was chargé then, and | recall going down to the airport to see the PNGed Israelis
off. The whole diplomatic corps was there, because most were very ftimg Isfaeli mission
representativeg.hey were nice guys, and they were the source of most of the useful information
at that time, because most were of Polish origin and spoke Polish pedactiyey were

leaving, with the Dutch ambassador as guardiplochat, going out to the plane, the first

secretary, was carrying the diplomatic pouthd this UB security guard grabbed it away from

him and said, "You can't have that,” and pushed him toward the plane.

Well, the Texan came out in me and | spontanigaaploded, “Let him alone, you son of a
bitch!"

| was called in by the chief of protocol the next delyey were not citing me as making the
remark but rather blamed another Embassy officer, who belonged to another dgelhdy.
replied, "Did you seghat happened out there?"

"Doesn't make any difference, Mr. Jenkins, your political officer should not have donéghat.
not according to protocol.”

Well, | said, "Just remember, this shouldn't have been done either."
But they were really rough witthe Israelis at that timdét was too bad.

Q: How about the security efforts against your mission while you were CB&d&use this was
really your responsibility.

JENKINS: Well, before my arrival the Embassy had uncovered the first microphone behind a
broken radiator in the DCM's office And then they uncovered overall about ninety.

Also, we had a bit of a problem initially with a security officer who had a rather unusual "sting"
technique for exposing suspected security problems, be they sexual viilresafyiarine

security problems, or other situatiosdter several such incidents, he was repladéxtre was

no doubt, however, that the UB made every effort to penetrate our security.
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At regular staff meetings | reminded our Embassy members abosh Raklligence efforts to
breach our security, including efforts to compromise or entrap our persbahleys reminded
them to immediately report any such incidents.

Well, by gosh, one young officer did come in after one of these briefings and dep¥iea

know, something strange happened to imeas down at a weknown restaurant in the old

town. And when | came out, there were a couple of young guys there who seemed a bit drunk,
but they were very friendly and jovial and invited me up to thaiisbdAnd so | went with them.

They served some more drinks, sat me down, and then they disapBesarten, all of a

sudden, bright lights came on and this rather attractive nude gal came out and tried to cotton up
to me.And | ran out, but this is whaappened."

Well, | said, "Thank God you did come."
Q: What happenedRow did we operatePmean, the young man told about this, and then...

JENKINS: It was reportedHe finished his tour in Warsawverything was all right; we had
talked about it, andehcontinued on to have a career in the Foreign Service.

Q: Walter Stoessel camide was ambassador there from '68 to '72, so you had him for the first
half of his tourHow did he operateWas there a differencdean, how did he use you, and
how did ya see him heading an embassy?

JENKINS:He was a wonderful guyde was not a person who said, "I've got a lot of views on

this, and this should be done, and I think our policy should be so and so." He kept things on an
even keel, and very, very professittpaHe developed very good relationships with other
diplomats and Polish officials, because they really recognized him as a competent professional.

Initially, in speaking Polish he had a Russian accent that | used to tease him about occasionally,
but itironed out.

| think the first experience of how we worked together was a cable that came in from Henry
Kissinger in early '69 that said: "It's time to reopen our China talks." (They had been
discontinued in the mid 60's due to problems in the Far Eakiding Vietnam.)'l want you to
make contact with the Chinese ambassador to reopen these talks." So we talked about it: How
should we do itAmbassador Stoessel asked, "You speak a little Chinese, don't you?"

| replied, "I've forgotten most of it, bukhow a little.I know how to saynow bu howand so

forth." Then | added, "l have a good id&au know, Mr. Ambassador, the Yugoslavs are going
to have a fashion show and party early next week, and everybody's ihgiigdest we both go,
and we'll sitat separate tableBut when the Chinese ambassador leaves, at the cloak room, I'll
go at the same time and sort of bump into him, and "Oh, excuse me," and introduceAngself.
then I'll tell him, "I want you to meet my ambassador."

"Do you think it'll work?"
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| said, "Well, we can try it."

And so we did: Fashion show, cloak room, and | introduced mysadfhe was, you know,
being very Chinese and bowing hands claspsdid, "l want you to meet my ambassador." So
they were introducedAnd then Walte Stoessel said (they found a Chinese interpreter then, |
wasn't good enough in Chinese) that he hoped we could meet again sometime soon.

"How, How, How," (OK), said the Chinese Ambassador.

So we invited them over to our embaséie didn't put it in theld place, one of the palaces in a
park across the way, because we found out that it was pretty well tapped by thAbtegy
showed up at the embassy the following week in one of the biggest black limousines I've ever
seenAnything to be a little lgger than the Russian ZilBhey entered and | met thekve had

the interpreters and specialists down from Stockholm, who were the-@laaspecialistd. had

it all arranged with the Marine guards, you know, send us up to the fourth floor to mettewith
ambassador in his officéhe Marine guard accidentally pushed the wrong elevator button and
sent us down to the basemdrthink they thought | was kidnaping them at fiBtt that was
rectified, and we went up and had our first meethkgd that wa the reopening of the talks with
China.

Well, of course, Kissinger was already thinking and had talked a lot...

Q: He was then the head of the NSC, National Security Council.

JENKINS: Yes, that's rightAnd he probably was already thinking about a Mixsit to China,
and the preparation was underway, you know, in his own rhiadhad been talking with a lot of
people, including Fairbanks.

Q: This was John Fairbanks, at Harvard.

JENKINS:Who had mentioned in a number of talks with Kissinger (of eyuhey were both at
Harvard) that this would be a good opportunity to reopen things with China.

So that's how | remember the reopening.
Q: Were there any other major problems that you had to deal with while you were in Warsaw?

JENKINS: Well, | remembernother interesting thing while | was chargé (1887 in between
AmbassadorsThere was the Prague Spring.

Q: Oh, yes, '68.
JENKINS:In the spring of '680h, there was excitement in Polaad all along the border you

could take boat rides down thei@ajec River bordering on Czechoslovakia, and it was obvious
that the Poles were just so envioad, among other things, there was the reaction this Prague
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Spring had on the other East European countries.

One specific instance | remember was the dipaety given by Romanian Ambassador Petrescu

for departing Mexican Ambassador Juarez, who was a grandnephew of Benito Andrea.

had invited the Russian Ambassador Aristov and his wife, Laura and myself, and Argentine
Ambassador and Mrs. Tavr&8o we vent.And towards the end of the dinner, the Romanian
ambassador was perspiring, but he had instructions, so he recited a toast to Mexican Ambassador
Jurez, saying, "You know, Mr. Ambassador, your country and my country share the same
experienceWe're bothadjacent to great powers, and we both share a fear and the pressures of
these great powers." Well, Mrs. Aristov began to twitch and excused herself from th&hable.
Petrescu went on to say, "So | say farewell to Ygalcome back to your home in Merid

hope everything will be okay."

Well, the Mexican ambassador replied, "You're absolutely right, Mr. Ambassador, we both live
next to huge superpoweBut if you gave me a hundred dollars for every American soldier on
my border, and | gave you one @olfor every Soviet soldier on your border, you'd make a lot
more money than | would."

Ambassador Aristov left the table.

Well, after dinner, Jurez invited us over to his residence along with the Argentiiéamsent
down to the lower level social rooamd over to the batlp behind the bar was a pistol in a
holster.l said, "Who did that belong to?"

"That's Pancho Villa's."

And then he pulled out a machete and slapped it down on the bar several times, offering us a
drink. "Now | want to tell you what really think about the United States."

So | got Pancho Villa's pistol and put it down by the machet®d, "Go ahead."

He said, "You all shouldn't be fooling around in Eastern Eurépe.should be back home
taking care of the problems there."

But this was another Russian experienideey were undergoing an awful lot by 1968.

Q: Tell me, what was your estimate when you were thave're talking about the '66 to '70
period-- of the value to the Soviets of the Polish forces in the Warsaw Pact?

JENKINS: | think they had no great illusions about the loyalty of Polish foiies.Soviets only

had two divisions stationed in Poland, but those were for the security of the main transportation
lines through Warsaw and Poznan and Wroclaw over to EastaBgynvhere they had twenty
divisions.So the importance of Poland, which had always been the "parade ground of Europe"
throughout history, was as communication link to their real basic position, anchor in Europe,
which was in East German$o | think thiswas their principal feeling about the importance of
Poland as part of the Warsaw Pacuppose Jaruzelski, who was the commander then and had
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been trained in the USSR during the war, was the securest guy they could think of, but they had
no illusions abat the dependability of the Poles.

That's one reason they're not getting out of Poland now as fast, because of their troops still in
East Germany.

Q: Were there any other events that we haven't covered during this Warsaw period?

JENKINS:I think that'sbasically it.The things | remember the most were, as | say, the-Arab
Israeli War, the Prague Spring, and the reopening of the China talks.

Q: Were you there, or were you by any chance on leave or something, during the suppression of
Czechoslovakia?

JENKINS: Oh, yes, that's anothdralmost forgot that onéNo, | was still chargé.
Q: The Polish forces went in, didn't they?

JENKINS: Well, | was sitting there in the embassy, and Herb Kaiser, the first secretary, and his
family were going on a trip nortio the Masurian Lake&nd when they got to a little town

about forty miles out of Warsaw, they were stopped by the UB, the security police, and told to go
home, back to WarsawvVell, during ten years, | knew we were stopped frequently by the

security, buve were never told to go badknd | said, "Herb, you stay right therénd I'm

going in to the Foreign Ministry right away and protest.”

So | went in.They received md.remember it was Dobrosielski who had the American desk
then.And | said, "You knowHerb Kaiser, my first secretary, is out in Plonsk, and he's been told
to come back to Warsaw, by the police.

And he said, "Oh, that can't be true."

So, with me there, he got on the phone and called the Ministry of Interior and said, "You know, |
have he American chargé here, and he says his first secretary was told to come back to Warsaw.
And I'm just about to tell him that...oh, you mean, he is supposed to comeQiatkie

hummed, "yeah, he's supposed to come back."

Well, this was the first indicain that the Soviet troops were coming in through eastern Poland
to go down to the Czech bord&o | told Dobrosielski, whom I'd known quite well, "Well,
you're going down to the Tatra Mountains for a month's vacdtiwant you to please be very
careful-- you might be run over by a Soviet tank."

He said, "Oh, no, Mr. Jenkins, no."

He came back in Septembemet him at a reception, and | said, "What did | tell you?" The
invasion had already taken place.
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He said, "Mr. Jenkins, it was worse than titatvas a Polish tank."
And so the Polish forces did go in.

But the Polish reaction was very interestitMe had a petroleum project in Plock and a Central
Committee member, who was head of their petroleum industry, was Almek¢he armies

crossed th€zech bordertie called the American engineer in and asked, "Hey, | have here the
New York Herald Tribunand | have thd@rybuna Ludu' (Their Party paper.)Trybuna Ludu

says ‘invitation.' Thélerald Tribunesays “invasion.' Now which is it?"

And the Ameican engineer hemmed and hawed a little bit, "It looks pretty much like an invasion
to me."

"By gosh, | think you're righBecause, especially if you're invited in as a guest, you don't move
the furniture around."

But this was a typical Polish reactioyou know.And Dobrosielski was sorry about it as was this
Central Committee member that we were involved with; but they did go in.

Q: Were there any reactions on our sidefiean, did you make any protest or anything such as
that?

JENKINS: About the ivasion?
Q: About the invasion.

JENKINS:I had very close liaison with several ambassadors, particularly the British
ambassador, and we exchanged information &ldtl got the definite feeling, | must confess,
that we didn't want an invasion then, dgriVietnam, and we didn't really want to think there
was going to be an invasioBven some of our attachés were late in saying that this was really
going to be an invasion, because we got the definite impression from Washington, and the
British ambassadatid, too, that this was a busy time and we didn't want to be invdlveeian,
Vietnam was still very big, and we don't want to get into a mess ®eractually it wasn't until

the last minute that we really thought that they were going to in@meedidn't go in

protesting or anything like that beforehand, of couks®l even afterwards, let's not rougp

the watersl mean, we've got enough to do out in Vietham, and just let it go.

Q: Well, you left Warsaw in 1970, is that right?

JENKINS:I left Warsaw in the summer of 1970, right.

JACK MENDELSOHN
Rotation Officer
Warsaw (196%1970)
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Stuart Kennedy interviewed him on February 12, 1997.

Q: You were in Poland now from when to when?

MENDELSOHN:I came into Poland in the summer of 06
really quite a good experience for nhgot a wide range of jobs and it was a fascinating Second

World society and culture, and certainly the Communist structure, to learn Bbput.wi f e 60 s

mother is a Polisthmerican who basically, like a lot of seconehgration people, while she had

gone to Polish language school in the United States she had sort of turned her back on the
community when she got married and grew$p.my wife knew absolutely nothing about her

Polish background except that her mother R@alssh.It was just a kick and a half for her to

suddenly go back to where her grandmother had come from, after having sort of skipped a
generation of attention to i&o there was that, and my interest of course was cracking into a
Communist structure.

| was very interested in Eastern Europe and Russia.

Q:Coul d we talk a bit first... 6667 youTharri ve i
we will talk about the developments over this period and particularly as you saw it, what you

were gettng from the Embassy and not only Poland, internally and externally but also then
AmericanPolish relations.

MENDELSOHN:The | i fe was pr et t yThegywerecomingtokfhe énd,itd i n
turned out, of a long run, about 15 years of contraGbynulka, who had come to power as a, if

you will, a Liberal, but it turned out to be roughly the same kind of autocrat everybody else had
been A Liberal in the sense that he had been imprisoAddberal, this was very relative, he

had been imprisonedoklieve by the earlier Communist leaders and when there was an uprising

in Poznan in, | candédt remember now, HOwass | gue
considered, because he had been in disgrace previdaslassumption was that he musirbe

disgrace because he was more Liberal than the people who had been running were, or then the
Russians wanted to hawfter he took power he basically instituted or continued the same kind

of hard line Communist regime that had been there before.

He was running toward the end of his tinkolitically it was quite repressive, economically
struggling.Despite all this the polls at the ngovernmental level were very friendly to

Americans, and they always have been and they always wilhieee is an enonous American

Polish populatonTher e had been a | ot of Amé&esodan hel p
grain for local currency, we had a lot of currency blocked in Polahthk five hundred million

dollars worth of local currency, zlotys, which svased to finance a lot of projects domestically,

paid for the Embassyt gave us a very favorable exchange réfe.also put money into a
hospital i n the Sout h, Thareweremwtrofvisie@momChi | dr end
Amer i can P ok aebhked, thiBsoit af thingalocal Pabecia in America.
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So at the nomgovernmental level, very close tigs. the official level we were getting less and
less cooperation and getting more and more dissatisfied with the Gomulka Government and that
Governmat was coming under increasing pressure.

Is that what you wanted?
Q: Yes.

MENDELSOHN:We had, when | arrived, the first Polisfmerican Ambassador, John

Gronouski, who had been Postmaster General in the Kennedy cabinet and then had been

appointed by Jafson.It was funny, I think he was sort of, | think, egearter Polish but it was

his paternal Grandfather who brought the name dél\n. was actually I rish a
much Polish at alBut he was a smashing success with the PHiedearned enodmgbut the

joke was he was always running for sheriff and the Poles loved him and he wi¢dined i d n 0 t

have any high dealings with Polar@learly they were unable to have an independent policy, so
there wasné6t a | ot asked of wus and not a | ot

He was replaced after the first year | was theleehad already been there a couple of yé4es.

was replaced by Walter Stoessel, who was a very, fine profesditenadent on to be

Ambassador to Moscow and Assistant Secretary for El¢Rvas terrificand actually things
begantochangeinUSol i sh rel ations for a number of rea

My first job when | got there was in the Consular Sectitwrerybody started out therEhe point

being that you would get familiar with thessgm and the language and the Embassy would get

familiar with you and then give you a substantive assignment of some kind, or you could stay in

the Consular Section after your first yeldnad a very fortunate ruhenjoyed the Consular work

because it gt me more in contact with the Poles, with the locals, and was better for my language

than anything | did afterthadf cour se it wasndét substantive i
sort of an idea that | might like to do political reporting or econamporting.But | had a very

fortunate run of jobs.

Q: In the Consular job, before we move on to the others, what was your impression of Polish
migration to the United States?

MENDELSOHN: I should mention one other thing in connection with that, buh&etnswer

your question firstThere was a great deal ofitay and freing. There were lots of Poles, of

course, who had relatives in the United States and who had legitimate reasonBaoivikitre

was also a great deal of people who went on tousss\and never came ba8a you did the

best you could in the circumstances and if they, on the face of it, conformed to the law you
couldndét stop them from going even though you
went there would convet¥ou know, you candédt bl ame them and
political oppression and in those good old days at the height of the Cold War that was a
reasonabl e basis on which to convert to asylu
it was cdled.



Q: Was there a lot of PolisAmerican males sort of getting young ladies to come on over to
marry?

MENDELSOHN: | donot recol |l ect t hat SO much.

Q: I was dealing at almost the same time with Serbians and Macedonians and there was a great
deal of tha

MENDELSOHN:I  don o tl ddoounbott irtdtmwas morefarmershoapeasants from

the countryside coming up and claiming they had 55 acres and a farmhouse, that they made good
money and just wanted to go visit their brothésu knew full wellthat these guys were

unempl oyed or extra farm hands who didndét own
said they did, and that they were not coming babley were going to go and be a laborer in the

United States.

Occasionally, | remember ompisode, of someone who turned out to actually be what | would
have considered a war criminal trying to go to the United Statestopped him. We found a
record of him having been a concentration camp guaves quite pleased that we were able not
to let him come to the United Stat@$iere were a few of thos¥ou sort of wondered, with

some of the people of a certain age, |l candt
the age would be, this was in,theudd80womdgbew
they were doing during the waknd a few of them turned out to be bagples and we caught a

few, |l Om sure we didnot catch them all

| wanted to mention one thinghad one of the great experiences of my cak&éen | first got

ther, | was in the Consular Section maybe two weeks and | was called in by the Consul who
said we had been asked by the Social Security Administration to do a survey, a verification, of
social security recipients in PolarRbles who had come to the Unite@t®s before the war,
obviously, spent their working life in the United States, then took their social security pensions
and retired to Poland where dollars could go very far and where the Polish Government, in order
to encourage this, had special rulBlsey kept their citizenship, very often, the Poles and there
were special rules to make life easier to bring that capital in.

But it was my job for, I think it was either three or four weeks, to go out into the countryside

with an official from the countegpor t A Soci al S e ¢ u rAlmbsycertaighehe c y 0 i n
was from their security policdnd wi th a driver and a car webd
were listed as recipients of checks were actually there and also to check the data that they had
provided, birth dates that they were eligible in terms of age and all that.

It was a fascinating experience because al mos
oritwould have beeneas.r maybe t here was a cheThksei n War s
people were in the deep countryside and | got in my first month, or by the second month, | got
indoctrination into Poland that very few Americans had ever gdt¥en. got t o go t o pl
that time there were offmits spots, but we insisted, the®J government insisted, that for

purposes of verification if they wanted the money to continue, we had to have permission to go

visit them.l got to go all kinds of placeMost of these places were 4iinits reciprocally; there
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was no particular reasésadoitSo | got to al l ki nds of cities
to go to, not that it was a great tourist experience but for learning about the country it was really
very interesting.

Q: And also the language.

MENDELSOHN:I was living with Ples, we were living in local hotels, flying on the local

airline. You always had your heart in your stomach on Mat.went to local churche$he

churches usually kept the vital statistics registry intd&n. youdd want to check
someone wasntered, you know, actually had been born andDalé interesting thing, a side of

the war obviously, is that many of these records had been reconstructed on the basis of affidavits.
So you di dn 6We discowered andmy hunehiisewe checkeduple of hundred

namesWe found a few fraudulent or if not fraudulent | would say more likely deceased people

who had never been reported as deceased so that the checks would keepBrdrimirigrms of

the vital statistics of most of the people, theexe usually reconstructed records and whatever
faith you put into reconstructed Betwhatwds , mos
interesting was the chance to get out into the country and to see what it was like and to live with

the Poés and it was unforgettable and very, very educational and good for me.

Q: l used to do that work, again in Yugoslavia, and it is a fascinating thing and we had the same
type of surveyDid you have any relationship withyoiirs oci al securityo Pol i s

MENDELSOHN:Well by the end of the time | think that he realized that it was a real task that |

was assignedDf course they were fundamentally suspicious, but I think by the end he

recognized that we were doing something réall we, you know, we jokelby the end and |

learned a lot in the way of the language and all that, but friendly or chummy | would not say

t hat 6 s wh Butthdy bgsgnedrug by the third week; it was a little easmaver saw

him afterthatl t wasnoét as ongtinesegds of wantackEmidwasaactually quite
difficult in Polandl t was tough on the Poles very often,
were a security guy, obviously.

| guess t hYaukamv, aa domyas it naaly eem to someoneadvboe s n 6t know t |
business, it was a great experience and a great way to learn something abwant.| was out

there eating the | ocal food, sleeping in the
would choose to do but you sure learn a lotulvehat the real life is.

Q: I think this is often overlooked and one of the advantages to getting something likettias.
Eastern European capitals, where everything was sort of prohibited, you ended up in a little

diplomatic colonyThe lifewasnot eal | 'y that difficult, but you
reflect the real world out ther@.o get out and see a peasant in his or her native habitat, which
was the real world of most of these Eastt ern E

MENDELSOHN:Oh, yes, there is no questidthen you mention it, | can remember trying to
track down one name or one person and there was no road that a car could go on to where this
person was livingl remember riding on the back of a motorcycleein by a priest who was

taking us to this houséam not a big motorcycle fan, but I figured the priest was going to be as

201



good and careful a driver as anybody and th
miles an hour anyhowCertain things ke that stick in your mind.

All of the people in the country who were in the civil society, rather than the governmental
society, were as pleasant as couldAgain | come back to the point | made earlier; the locals

did not view Americans with hostilitgr suspiciously. We were loved in a seriéeu know, we
were the o6uncled from Amer ilacually hadthred was a
opportunities in Poland to interact in a wa
anywhere and ceiitdy was a difficult thing to bring about in Eastern Europe in the good old

days when it was totally Communist.

That leads me to what happened after | left the Consular Sdotias.asked to fill in for six
months for the junior Cultural Attaché in thiSIA office, which was often filled by an FSO, not
necessarily by a USIA Officelt was a great job because at the time the one kind of access that
we could get in Poland, or maybe even throughout Eastern Europe, was access to the arts
community, the flmcommunity and the novelist communifyhey wanted to know, those local
Polish artists, what was going on in America and as a Cultural Attaché you had access to
American films, American music, American books and it made you a very popular person.

lgottomeet a | ot of the i mportant artists, man
made their peace with the Governmdhit many had not and wrote, maybe all of this is being

l ost in peoplesd minds, but trimade crypticallegerical he s
movies that everyone would recognize as a very harsh criticism of the GoverMmekhow,
youdbd have to really know a | ot of what was
Local s woul d n o ttehattthbyewveré rallyhpatting it td soich anel suchior so

and solt was greatlt was absolutely marvelous.

These people were, obviously, intelligent, very intellig&éhey were also somewhat freer in

their attitudesThey could scoff a little bit and was another very good access into Polish

society.l enjoyed that a great deal but | knew it was only aithnd | also knew that that
wasnot what | want e dhertlgotahatherfbreakwas told | wolldaggbte t i
the Political Sedbn but that in anticipation for that now | may be getting the timing wrong, |

may have been doing that while | was a Cultural AttaBloél was then asked to become the

Editor of the Daily Translation Service that was probably run in a number ofiE&stmpean
countriesBut there was a major one run by the U.S. and Britain in Warsaw.

Q: We had the exact same counterpart in Belgrade.

MENDELSOHN:RightBecause there were a | ot of peopl
|l anguage, or ceonuol udgnhd to rr ecaodu lidtn owte Irlead it qui
papers in any useful period of tinhat was a spectacular experience in the sense that it was
great for my language, | managed a group of Locals because they were doing the translating,
Poleswho knew quite good EnglisiAnd you also were forced to get into the neMst only did

you pick the articles out for translation, you then read them in English before they went out in

the morning to make sure they were reasonable tS8erg/ou know, yowvere right on top of the

news and it was a great sort of obligatory training in the kind of business that State Department
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Political Officers are supposed to do, which is among other things, want to look at the news.

In Western societies it is so easygtt both access to individuals or to hear all kinds of diverse
opinions.In these closed societies, or in these Second World societies, the newspapers were
important because it told you what the Party line was and you got a sense of what the issues,
althaugh they might be hidden, what the issues were that were boiling up within the/feaittly.

ran that for almost a year with a British counterpéaxtas done before worlit was a little bit
demanding in the sense t hatpatthe offie atdeh a.m. anthe mb e r
you had to get it out by ten in the morning so that it was udefulght have been even a little

ear | i er é rmabydixandiyou tvorked for three hours and then you had a mimeographed,
twelve-page pamphlet that walistributed to all the Embassies that subscrilbezhs probably
selfsustaining in terms of the financés. di dndét know the finances.

Q:Were Polish newspaper articles written in AC
MENDELSOHN: There were two kinds of articlegou got @mmentators who were writing

cryptically. There was lots of covered language or phrases that read one way but meant
something else that you had to look at a little bit carefiilyen there was sort of the straight

news that was almost always formuléiou know, fAt he Secretary of th
Politburo members met with the Secretary of t
and you could read and translate that in about seven seonds. what youdd cal |l t

when t hey pagandaegwhidhtwaspretty easy to read and there was pretty much of it in
Commie speak, but the 'op eds' and commentaries were very often in this coded language that
you might or might not totally understanou might translate it correctly but not undersd

what it was referring to.

There were lots of oblique and covered references, particularly when you went to those places

that were considered to be not government papéere was a religious paper run by the liberal

Catholic PartyBut Poland was kttle different in that there were other Parti€hey were all
clearly subordinate to and dependent on the C
and there was the Catholic Paiiyh ey wer e all owed a Il ittle marggi
a little leeway from the centerlin€ou wanted to read them and know what they were saying.
Occasionally we got into trouble and occasionally nobody understood what they werelsaying.

was a very interesting experience, | must say.

Q: Did the Polishtrma s | at ors come to you and say, A Mr . Me
but this is what they really mean?o

MENDELSOHN:Yes.We got help from thenMost of them of course spoke excellent English,

which meant in some way they had been out of the cauktryl ot of t hemél shoul
| ot ébut a few of them were of the Poles that
fought for Poland and they learned very good English and they came back and got caught up in

the Communist takeoveWorking for theAmericans already was a big problem, of course, so

most of them were disaffected in terms of the Government so they were delighted to come up

and say, fAThis i s 1 mpSoitwaavety helpfulland seryihapfulddr syt i t
political undestanding and political backgroundcould go back to the Embassy and call up the
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Political Section and tell them they might like to look at this particular article or that and that it
was apparently a reference to such and such.

The answer is ye3he ranslators were very helpful when there was this coded stuff to work on.
They were delightful but they were édiwvasa so cl
little sad in that sense.

Q: I never did that job but a friend of mine, Harry Dunléad it for a while in Yugoslavia and
said that one of the problems was that maybe
talking to the other five.

MENDELSOHN:Oh, yes, oh, absolutely. donét know whet her that 1is
wha but yes, a | ot of Butyowknowthattdappgens edeywhébab ne a nc
happens in the Embassy, on your own did@t along with them all because | liked the Poles

and | liked my assignment very much and that was clear.

My languagewas prettygooddon 6t ask me to say anything now,
years, but between the Consular Section, the Cultural Section and running the Bulletin, by the

time | hit the Political Section my passive language was very good and my spogaage was

pretty good, not greak.never became a great speaker but | became good enough that | basically
served Stoessel for two years as his Protocol Assistanwoul d do all the arra
do the translating for him, | would go with hiom all his formal calls and | would translate.

Sometimes | would translate into Polish, not just out of Polish into En§lesimy language got

pretty goodAnd | think he had confidence in me.

Actually what happened, Wbkhbebnhrbhnkéhtéhggsesessib
who never, I donodot think, cared much about th
morning, when he got to the office, and go over the newspapers withlbimas really very

good about thid-He was a Russian sgeer but he had had some Polish, | guess, before he got

there.But we went over the newspapers in Polish and | helped him read the adatlssme of

the more complicated ones, but simple ones so he could get his language up S pettat

sense as used and felt very good about it.

That wasnét my only job and it was Yaufadtel i ght f
kind of |ike hereds my second assignment, | 06v
every morning before theenior officers to talk with the Ambassador. And the Ambassador

woul d say, AOkay, Il want to be sure that you

and tell my boss that we had to do the following thingsu felt kind of good about that in a
sense.

Q: Could you tell me your impression observing Walter Stoessel as one of the major figures in
our Eastern European policy and even beyondéh
he dealt with the Poles?

MENDELSOHN:He was terrific.This was a guy that central casting would have chosen for an
Ambassadortie was very, | hate to use the word dapper, but he was exceedingly well put
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together, very professional, very savvy and very measiiresiwas a guy who was thoughtful.
He knew how to do thgs, he knew how to do them right, the Poles liked him very much
because he was so obviously a professional at what he had\to thise steps.

It is important not only to understand the country you are in but also it is important to understand

the wayWashingtonworkss. donét know a | ot of the interpla
understood the way Washington workguess there were two important things he understood.

He understood what was important in what was going on there and whateitimbassy ought

to be paying attention té\nd he also understood how to run a plaiearly he ran it, but he

didndét just run it because he was the Ambassa
happening and he had a sense of what it was tbatdshe doneSo it was easy to listen to what
he told you and what it was youhadtodaa wasndét just Al want you t

thoughtless or be blustery aboutHe was a very decent guyot a ranter, not a raver, not a
foot-stomper or thle-pounderHe was very calm and you just had great respect for him.

He wasnodét exceedingly warm by any means, but
respected him and it was a pleasure towork forAm.d | t hi nk everyone f el
notjust me.

Q: While you were there were there any particular issues that you can think of between Poland
and the United States that absorbed much of our time?

MENDELSOHN: There are two thing&fter my first year, year and a half, | guess a year, |

went upto the Political Sectior. was already doing the magazine
068 to 070, but I was already dolnthmegpringlofe mor ni
668 there was a major pur geiclowasdvaryserepomict ual s
both in Poland and in U.So0lish relationsl was one of the principal followers of that for the

Embassy.

And it was interesting | did one thing, which
great.l had learned a latbout the newspapers in Poland running this Bulletin, and when these

purges began | took myself to the public library and asked to look at the regional newspapers that
they got.l found in the regional newspapers a whole series of items, news itemsgseapie

who were being purged in the Provinces which were not being reported in Warsaw because the
Poles began to get sensitive about international criticism, and U.S. criticism also, of what was

going on in WarsawTl hey stopped reporting in Warsaw,thepge s, but t hle Provi
discovered a whole slew of reportsvent back in some of the regional papers and then also

caught up to the current ones and we then translated them in the Bulletin and it was a big
embarrassment to the Polish Governtiveinen these local purges also got reported.

Q: Of course what you were putting out by this joint translation service the Poles got a copy of?
MENDELSOHN:Oh, yes.

Q: I mean, it was a commercial publication?

20¢



MENDELSOHN: Sure.And on what basis would dly criticize us?We were translating stuff
they had publishedBut they were very unhappy about that, obviously, that someone had thought
to do that and | was always very pleased that | was able to contribute to their embarrassment.

Q: What was our analys behind this purge?

MENDELSOHN: My recollection is that Gomulka was clearly being challenged and felt very
insecureThe initiation of what were called the 6M:
students and the Intellectuals with the Gomulka reginmégiwwas getting more and more heavy

handed And of course the response of the Gomulka regime was exceedingly heavy handed.
Students were arrested, Intellectuals were purged, and then since you always have to find the
instigator, you know it was always artspiracy, it fell of course on the Jews in the Party and the

Jews in the Intellectual3:her e wer enoét that many, Sothis it was
was all a response by a challenged and increasingly removed from what was going on and
increasingy sporadic Gomul ka regi me which eventual
actually, was removedk clearly was a sign of a challenge to a regime that had stayed in office

too long and gotten too dictatori#tl was never a pleasant place and it wasrggworse.

That was a bad moment in U-®olish relations.

Q: Just to develop that a little moré/hat was your impression of at@emitism in Poland at
that time?

MENDELSOHN:Well, you wanted to thing when you got there that maybe to some degree tha

had been put behinlvh at t he March Events of 0668 showed v
that behind them and that there was such an historic memory of this that it was easy for the
Government to play on iit was sort of, if you want, it was dtle bit like playing on the attitude

towards American Indians in the late 1800s or early 1900&s just such a residual, historic

memory of antagonism that it could easily resonate, if you wanted to use it for some sort of
mobilizing purpose, which iwhat the Government didhat was tragicThat was very sad and

in all honesty or in all fairness it was sad to a lot of PolesNobthe ones in the Government

but those who realized what a tragedy had happened to PAlashgou would hear Poles say

that ever since the Jews were gone a certain spark was out of PoliSkebiy while so many

of them were integrated a | ot of them werenodt
life that when they were gone many Poles recognized itrealy'wét qui t e t he s ame

Q: I think aside from many other things one of the great tragedies of Germany is there was such
an affinity between the German Jews and Germany it turned it into a real intellectual dynamo
and it is very obviously gone.

MENDELSOHN:That 6s true.

Q: You know, Germany is sort of a stodgy, not terribly interesting place.

MENDELSOHN: Absolutely true Now there was some assimilation but perhaps not as
successful in Polan@®ut there was a sutulture, an unassimilated sehblture, that wa very
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vibrant and that a lot of Poles likddnean they would go to the Jewish quarter, they would buy
from Jewish merchantséit was a | ittleobit | ik
know it was maybe not what you wanted to be, but it was @f fun to go.l think the Poles

recognized that something that they had lived with for 300 years and that had been a contribution
although not an assimilated one, or integrated one, was gone.

There were a lot of synagogues that were obviously entjgie tare graveyards, and there are

just marks all over Pol aAmdwhenlwasthera,ltaweme t hat
i de a, Il candt remember anlymoean these weo edi3dr
the war, many of them left &ft the war, but some stayéithe older ones | guess without
alternatives or who diSometthenw wanetinthie®arty.eave at t

Q:Gomul kads wife was Jewish, wasnod6t she?
MENDELSOHN: Some of this is escaping me now, but | think somiaefeaders in the
immediate post war period were Jews who had been in the Baftye the war the Party,
among other things, looked like it was going to be egalitarian and a lot of Jews Jdiegcad
gone to Moscow and then they had come back & dakr.So they were doubly resented, they
were doubly resented as Russian imports and Jews not Poles.

That reinforced whatever feelings there might have beenSentitic feelings, the fact that
many of the Party people who came back from Moscow difeewtar were Jews.

Q: Did we make our feelings known?

MENDELSOHN:I 6 m pr et t yi scuarnedtwe ediednber any | onger,
were very critical of this but | donodot recall

We did not have warm and toasty relations with Gom¥hether we actually made a
demarcher not | chndébultdmémbeuovle it out.

Q: Did you ever accompany Stoessel when he met Gomulka?

MENDELSOHN:I donét know that he ever dildvas but | d
tougher forustoseeh e Gover nment peopleé 1 6m sorry, to
the Government peopl@/e tried to keep our contacts at the Ministry rather than at the Party.

And | think that was probably true tdhornodughout

remember that we had much to do with Gomulka at all.

We | | t haTth ewaossn ed 668t.her thing that was major t has
role in, but it was majoi.think this was part of why Stoessel was sent to Wargésreopened

contads with the Chinese, prior to and in anticipation of our visit tHéfteen was Nixon...

Q: canb6t Trheemelmobhenrs.onét he Ni xon administration

MENDELSOHN:That 6 s wdpenad. we r e



Q: We had the talks going back some years...
MENDELSOHN But they had broken off.
QU Al exis Johnson and othersébut they had bro

MENDELSOHN:I t hink it was 0669 wh Atrsome Higloyjnatwer e p ump
function Stoessel was authorized to go to the Chinese Ambassador who was at tloat &maicti
propose that they start speaking and it was those talks that eventually led to the...

Q: Kissinger...

MENDELSOHN:...reopeningThat was one of the mistakes of mycareet. di dndét make
difference, but it would have been fuwas asked whe#r | wanted to become the Reporting

Officer for the talks with the Chinese. f ool i shly, i n retrospect, th
going anywhere and | di dn ohatwase endtakésmauid hager | o b,
done it.It was probably pssionately interesting and another Officer took it oierwas an

excellent Officer] t 6 s j ust t hat IthinkeStopssetaskedentke if hwanted totde r e s t
it.

Q: What about the Prague Sprin7ou ar e tal king abouf ©bB58 éa468 p
unrest and all and youdve got Prague.

MENDELSOHN: That was a very interesting momenth a t 6 hingsara getting a little

clearerl n t he Spring of 668 | guess | was stil!]l [
what was gimg on in preparation for the Warsaw Pact invasion in the Cultural Sektion.

remember getting one major bit of information, someone came in from Krakow, a beautiful

medieval town, to the Cultural Section and sought mel éxaive no idea why, maybe he did t

know whom they wantedtosé¢e sat down and said, #fAl want to
Krakow and in the woods all around the city are armored tank units, Polish tank units, in

c a mo u f Hegayemednore details about disposition of forces.

| went upstairs to reportthisandl 6 m s ur e we hbatdt wags b confiongtioraopthes
preparations at the border for the crossigkow is in the South near the Czech borttenas

interesting and that is of course another bad momentaight er t he March events
bad moment in U.SNarsaw Pact Russian relationlearly we had not a freeze but a

downtun.Ther e was one other thing, my recollectio
time in 668élom pmetitdmspuret iy warse 0688 was i n
we didndét catch it rightéwas the enunciati on

| think it took place in a Brezhnev speech to a Polish Party Congasdd be mis

rememberingWhere he said it was thgab to ensure, forcibly if necessary, the continuance of

socialism in countries that are SocialiBhe Brezhnev Doctrind.he right to intervene to

preserve socialism. hat t ook place also in this whole 066
Spring.
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Ilcanbét remember now whet her poshfactgustficattondfthee Br e z
invasion or a preé?

QI 6m just not sur e, but anyway it was in that

MENDELSOHN:It was either postfactg ust i fi cati on or a @gstr ed one
facta

Q: Were you picking up within the intellectual community unhappiness or instigation?

MENDELSOHN:What happened to my recollection is that for weeks, if not months, after the

invasion of Czechoslovakia flowers were strewn on the sidewatkm 6f the Czech Embassy

in Warsaw in sort of commemoration or memory or sadness, if youdfidourse that is not

what the Government wanted but on the other h
flowers thereSo there was thathere was thahdication from the population in Warsaw, in

Poland in any case, that they were unhappy or against the invasion, as well they might be.

What else happened in Warsawell, my wife and | were very active, and remained very

active, in the Polish communitg the degree you couldbéou coul dndét see anyb
You coul dndét see a Pole too often, because it
Office of Security.You always had to be careful about your contacts.

We knew a disc jockey dnwve knew some artists and we knew the manager of a mu$aam.

took us aroundWe took as much advantage of that country as you possibly Gulduch so

that at the end of our stay my wife wrote a 30 or 40 page handbook that we sort of

mimeographed andistributed in the western communiyy, Poor Manés Gui de t o
Poland And we had been places, a cultural museum, and to restaurants and cafes that nobody
else in the community knew anything abade listed them, gave addresses, because our Polish
friends took us where mostltofwadsmedtcommamnitlyew
to go, they | ust Ederyhbdykrnew thendowntownlrestaurants butevewent
places in the country that were just incredible and the food wak mare interesting than in the

city - and the decoi.remember one place the chairs were made up of seats taken out of old
automobiles and airplaneBhey had reclining seatk.was just an unimaginably funky place.

That has always beenanditwasgiwvea an i nterest of mine and ité
aboutHaitil f you dono6ét get to know what is going o
part of what this Foreign Service expernience
the bureaucracy in Washington or through Washindton.6 s al so getti ng t o kn
where it is you are and a different cultureertainly learned a lot through my job about the

different governmental culture and I think in our day to lifaywe did as well or better than

anybody in sort of getting into the society to the degree that you dotild. wa s ihet easy.
language is difficult and of course the system militated against real contacts, real friends, real
closeness because you g in jeopardy actuallythey knew that and so they were cautious

too.
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One other thingéa nice thing thaWellkawllyeuned i s
third child because we had one that died that was born in Haiti that | mentioned @alithird

child was born in WarsawActually, more accurately, born while we were in WarsBecause

of the level of medical care the routine was to go out to the U.S. Military Hospital in Germany

for anythingéanything, téanddgdiorSo myenvifeevenitas an Em
Wiesbaden to the Air Force Hospital and our third child, second daughter, was born in

Wiesbaden and came back and has a Polish nickname to thidedagal name is Katherine and

she is called Kasha, which isa Polishadimit i ve t hat sounds | i ke Russ
Well, Kasha is the nickname for Katheriteh e was born i n 669 and we |
the first year of her life in Warsaw living in a little room off the kitchen, which we had had as a

pantry untilshe was born.

Incidentally, 1 should mention that our living conditions were really quite gboel Embassy

owned a number of apartments because there was no market as such in thestoplaees.

owned a couple of buildings and we had an apartment ibwitng that was a pre war building

and it really sensed the pre war dtavas a great apartment and you felt like you were living in
Europe i n t hltewasla®y8o0 tsait, the desigh 8nd the whole feeling, very high

ceilings, tall French das or windowsYou really felt like you were in Europ@lthough our

buil ding was American the neighborhood was Po
community.

There was something very interesting about living in Poland and that is that you would hear

through your window on the streets in the morning horse carts, delivering coal and selling
vegetablesl used to say to myself that these sounds and the way | was living must have been the
way my parents must have lived in the United States at the ttine oénturylt was funny,

thatds how far behind if you will they were b
Pole for whom it was the real world, for me it was a nostalgic waKdrything sort of felt like

you were fifty years back and it w&ind of fun.I mean there is nowhere you are going to hear a

horse cart in the United States any longer.

Q: What about the role of the Polish Church while you were there?

MENDELSOHN:Well that was always a very important part of the societal struicti?eland.

The Church was in an uneasy standoff with the GovernmbetChurch, to its credit, resisted

the worst aspects of Communism and the Government tried, to my recollection it was always
trying, to stri ke some kindi diththé Charchanditewasdé s t he
always uneasy at be3there was, as | mentioned earlier, a Catholic Party in the Parliament and

there was a voice, a Catholic voice, which was considered to be a reasonably liberal newspaper

and | rememberitcameoutof kew.The guyds name was Jerzy Tur a
that.| remember visiting him several times in Krakow and chatting with him and then writing

A

reports on what it was he was sayihg. dondét r emember any of the de
The Church had tbe careful but everyone knew that it stood for something other than the

GovernmentOn t he ot her hand anybodybés ability to o
circumscribed.
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One other thing going on that was important while | was there was thel f@eognition by the
Germans of the new bordelsh at document was being negotiat e
was s i g nléied tastay od tbfof that also although | recognize, certainly now although

| probably knew little about it thetthat our Government was being informed from Bonn about

what the Germans were doif@lso had very good contacts in Warsaw with the German

Embassyl tried to report from Warsaw about what was going on in terms of what turned out to

be the eventual treatye s ol vi ng t heéwel |l , wherein both sid:
to be changed, or recognition that that was going to be the border between the two countries.

That was always a big issue.

A big part of life in Warsaw was the effort by the Governtesnich probably would have been

an effort by any government, you know, not just a Communist one but maybe even a democratic
one, to keep alive the memory of World WamNbw there was a purpose for th@hat was to

sort of stimulate the nationalist i@tale for the Communist3he appeal to nationalism was

always one of the mobilizing aspects or mobilizing tools of Communism in Central Elirope.

was difficult to get affection for the Communist systént. wasndét hard however
people arounthe cause of natishood.Germany was sort of that rallying cry.

Posters of bombs falling and words to the effect of never again, something likeotbatt

stories circulating of German tourists coming back to look at their progénge were all

carards anyhow but they were always arouBwt to come back to the central point, whereas the

horse carts reminded me of 50 years ago the point of the Government was to remind everybody

that the war was just yesterddy. don 6t know wh a380yearts ags, butitvkag n o w,
the 060®A,l mofstterupaluln.t i | 1970, I left in the su
vivid and as recent as yesterday.

Q: Again | go back to my Yugoslav tim&bkere were a lot of movies, Yugoslav movies, showing
the Germans doing beastly things and the Partisans being very good and alMdmathere
much of a Polish movie industry and that sort of thing?

MENDELSOHN: There was a big Polish movie industry because it was allowed the film school,

and I thinkitmayhae been the Bl at, there may have been
but I think it was The Blat Film School outside of Russidamous one actuallyfrained some

good people, they did some good stmbbrfseelngi | ot
alot of those movies. r emember seeing sort of the ododo
Communism, however that might be.

Q: Knife in the Water...

MENDELSOHN:Knife in the Water | candt r emembeCanalswgsthef t he ¢
big one, that was about fighting World WarTiher e was a | ot of that, |
trail, I di dndét Buetberewasrayerypvery dctiveefiim indystsyeand ffilm

school for all of Central Europe in Lodzstill exists anchad an excellent reputatiowhile |

was there a British Director who had been trained at Lodz produced a movie that was actually

rather well known inthe Wedt.t sort of became a symbol of hov
IFéi t was ab outondary sct®aol, @ public $cimool an Britagnc
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Q: Oh yes, Malcolm McDowell...

MENDELSOHN:Mc Dowel | é1 candét r eme mb e rltwiliprebablya me o f
come t o me a fButdhe way feted@fterethe gnovie eame out and he was a graduate

of the Lodz filmschoolAnd | ém sure Pol anski @éRoman Pol ansk]
school.And the Czech guy probably went too, the one who madadeuswhat the hell is his

nameé

Q: While you were there from what were you gathering what was thedattowards the
SovietsWhen | say Soviets, | mean Russian.

MENDELSOHN: The official attitude, the Governmental and propaganda attitude, was Russia is
our big brother, our savior, our ally and our comrdié.the fact of the matter is that the Poles
historically, deepseatedly, traditionally and vehemently, dislike the Russiand.they dislike

the Russians not only because they were subjects of the Czar, but also they considered them
peasantsénot just peasants but.

QI was going ®Wocoayechiuveulfaonmers, 0 which is

MENDELSOHN: Right, right. Warsaw was considered at the time | was there, as the Las Vegas

of Eastern Europé2oles would come back from visits to Russia and have nothing but disdainful
storesabut the, you know, the hotel, the bathroot
and real cultural putlowns.They had very little good to say about the Russians.

The funny thing and | guess this maybe contradicts a little bit about what | dad daey were

very ambivalent about the Germambey hated them for what went on in the wan. the other

hand they recognized that the Germans were an economic, political and cultural entity of some
significance and they distinguished between the &asthe West Germans.

They totally disliked the East Germaiifiere was a little more room for maneuver on atday

day basis with the West Germans, with the exception of this Governmental propaganda about
World War 1l which was almost all then pinned ttve unregenerate West Germans. The real

sense of the population was that the East Germans were just unlikable and unpleasant because
they were the ones the Poles had to deal Wity could never strike useful economic deals.

They were always at a disaantage economically with them, whereas the West Germans, maybe
because they felt a sense of guilt, were more generous in their dealings with the Poles than the
East Germans.

Q: What about the Vietnam Walhis was the height of our involvement, althougiweee
beginning to pull out, but how did that play in Poland?

MENDELSOHN:I dondot Trheante nmbaeyr .be my faludm Ssumde dweé t we
criticized, but | candt Rememberlatthe aon Govggnmaenay di s
levelt her e was such affection for Americans it i
a critical issue or an issue critical of the United Stdte.m sur e at the governm
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were being bombarded all the,tiamé hamwudghl dmdouwd
that specificallyBut at the persorto-person level America was the great beyond, it was Avalon,

you know, the Arthurian goalvalon and not Camelotthink that overrode everything. d on 0t
remember being engaged.

| meanin the Consular Section they were all trying to come to the United Stéegare not

going to say, AAnd by the way, altholwab | 6m g
differentTher e ar e, I dondt know, ntheUnitechStates.l | i on, e
Q:Wel | I remember in 676 talking to the Polish

know, other than Warsaw we have more Poles in Chicago than there are in any of the Polish
citesThi s is a big job.o

MENDELSOHN:T h at 6.Surelitgbhst t he second | ar Bheysvere Pol i s h
prepared to overlook a lot of things, except at the official level whatever the line was of the Blat
certainly they had iBut | think you always felt, believe it or not, you always fekt least | did

-- that you were quite welcomaAt the official level no, but at the day to day level absolutely.

Qlt was a tense periodéit was not a warm and
One of our major concerns always was asudddénr i ke i nt o Western Eur ope
guestion or speculation about whether the Polish Army would perform if push came to shove?

|l 6m tal king about within the Embassy talk.

MENDELSOHN:I t 6s a good question becaulsgenthidtwofe al wa
time after Warsaw dealing with arms control, BA&tst, and then | was at NATO so this all fits

in. I remember at the time that the speculation, and this may be partly my own opinion, | think
generally the speculation was that the Polesldvba very reluctant and poor allies if we were

talking about a strike on Western Europe.

| think actually Russian policy, if you looked at it carefully, reflected the fact that the Russians
had very little confidence in their Eastern European alliesrmg of offensive suppor@n the

other hand the feeling was that maybe this was just deduced without any actual lpaio of.
Germany were ever to attack the Poles would of course fight and fight very hard to theit limits.
think they had about a quartaillion men under arms.

But there was a lot of joking about the state of preparedness of the mibamxample |
remember stories circulatinfhey had tank parks, you know, places where they stored their
tanks.People said that all of the gas hamkb stolen out of the tanks and sold on the black
market so that if they had to get them gunned up in an emergency there was nothing in them;
t heydd have Them wdra thoske kihde @& stariess .

| think that those were probably trughey wouldhave been, at best, reluctant offensive allies

but determined for nationalistic reasons defensive allidgsat 6 s t he bestl | can
remember going to a couple of remarks passed with the Ambassador, laying a wreath at the tomb

of the unknowrsoldier and all that kind of stuff.he Poles history had dealt them such a terrific

blow or bad deal, maybe | should say geography dealt them a badllteatilitary tradition
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was a very sensitive one, you know, where were you when the war poppEdeygfot badly

overrun by both the Germans and the RussiEimste was great confusion, as in France actually,

about what people did during the wBid they go and fight the Free French, did they

collaborate, did they hide out, and did they join the Paglamvas a little bit less complicated

in Poland because there wasnot a cThhaenrcee waos nbdet
a Vichy.But there was a Free Poland, you know, of which they were very proud by tha way.

guarter of the RAF pilotsud of Britain were Polish.

Q: In the Italian Campaign Monte Casino was taken by Polish troops.

MENDELSOHN: So there were bright moments in World War Il although fundamentally it was
probably the country most touched by it; more than six million peofweikhalf of them Jews.
The country devastate@hey were treated as [parasites] by the Germans and of course the
Russians partitioned it at that time.

There were some Poles who came back with the Rus3iaase was one other memory in their
wartime memory. At t he ti me of the wuprising in Warsaw

Q: General Boer, | think...
MENDELSOHN:Was Boer in the uprising?
Q: He was in the uprising, yes.

MENDELSOHN: Well the uprising was the home arnihey were not Communist§he

uprisingtook place as the Russians were at the gates, almost literally, of Warsaw and the
Russians stopped. The theory of course was what they wanted was the home army to be
decimated because they worked for Communism and the Russians were bringing Communist
armyand political contingents with therRlus there was the Katin forest backgrourat. all this

time both the Russians and the Polish Communists maintained that the Katin forest massacre was
the result of the Germans purging intellectuals and army officees the fact of the matter is

that it was the Russians who were purgirtink everybody, except the official people,

everybody knew or strongly suspected that that was a Russian opekdtiahat to this
uprising in 0644 anuprisihndves basically crushethase were intheat i |t h
memories of the Poles and made their view of the Russians a lot different.

We started talking a little bit about the military tradition and obviously that was greatly mixed.
So there was a lot in connemtiwith the nationalism and the German threat and the memory of
the GermansSo there was a lot of propaganda and falderal around the military and the
importance that they hold for the country, a lot about Socialist fraternity and solidarity in joint
operaions.You knew this was popular but they were not that sophisticated a military.

But there is a tradition in Poland interestingly enough, there is a little bit of the Iron Man
tradition which was... in the pre war period it was Kulzutski, in the posperard it was
JarowzelsiSo there is that little bit of that running through Poland because it has been such a
difficult place to run.

214



| should mention one other thing that relates to Russia and the military tra@itieraf the

important momentsinPoi sh mi |l i tary history and political
candt remember, after the Poles had invaded R
The Russians counter attack&te Russians were stopped on the Vistula by Kulzotski a r my ,

and it is known as the Miracle on the Vistula...

That was a great momeiithe Poles stopped the Russiatisd the funny thing is of course how

that was a central fact of Polish history and part of the military tradition and had that anti Russian
aspect to it as welSo there was a little bit of that conflictthefech ey coul dndét say m
what they had done with the Germahikey were not a major participant in that fighihey

could of course talk about the Battle of Britain where they \@erajor participant, and ltaly,

too, where they took heavy losses.

Q: Oh, yes, you go to Casino and you can see the Polish gravesite, which is very impressive.

MENDELSOHN: The Poles certainly love their country and they would have fought very hard
and \ery well.1 think they were considered good soldiers, but those in the East were the ones
who took power.

Anything else on Warsaw?

Q: candt r eYouknyw, Jadk,| wds thioking thiz might be a good time to stop at
this.I t 6s easasarernosotwging to catch wup, but 16d
1970, where did you go?

MENDELSOHN:I did something | wanted to dbsaid | liked it in Central Europe, | was

interested in the area, and | wanted to specidlizas sentd Columbia University to the

Institute on East Central Europe where | spent a yeeally worked hard because | did enough
work to earn a degree, in one year and a summer, which is all the Department allowed and that
was fine.l earned a degree from @ohbia on history and politics, or what would be called a
regional or areas studies degree from Columbia on East Central Europe.

THOMAS W. SIMONS JR.
Visa Officer/Political Officer
Warsaw (19671971)

Ambassador Simons was born in Minnesota and raiseahpity in the countries

of his fatherds Foreign Service assignment
received his education at Yale and Harvard Universities and at the Hoover

Institute at Stanford University. He also pursued studies in Europe. Enteeng

Foreign Service in 1963, Mr. Simons had several tours of duty at the State

Department in Washington, DC and at the White House, dealing primarily with

Foreign Trade and East European affairs. His foreign posts include Warsaw,
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Moscow, Bucharest and Loowl. He served as United States Ambassador to
Poland from 1993 to 1995 and as Ambassador to Pakistan from 1996 to 1998.
Ambassador Simons was interviewed by Charles Stuart Kennedy in 2004.

Q: Why?

SIMONS: Well, just sort of bits and pieces of awholelifel t hi nk i to6s the her
about the Poles that | remembered. | can remember as a child in Calcutta watching the movie, it

was the year | was seven, an old btackiwhite movie of the destruction of Warsaw by the

Germans in 1939, the Stukssreaming down and Chopin playing in the background. | can

remember that.

Q: Warsaw Concerto.

SIMONS: Yeah, wow. | can remember reading a Penguin book my Dad had about heroic Poland
when | was a teenager, maybe 14. Then when you go study in ViennaaVgekind of an

easterncity-i t 6s t he second | argest Czechiandonce, it O:¢
youbdbre in Vienna youbre already kind of in Ea
Service |1 06d started snkemmedy Bourl gdrvecanwhs somethimgthatvi s h
people wanted to reward you for. |l 6m not sure
what you wanted, so they gave me War saw. I n 6

first child. We moved inta little apartment in Georgetown at™8nd Q and walked across Key
Bridge every morning to the new FSI building.

Q: This is not in the garage.

SIMONS: This is after the move from Arlington Towers.

Q: From the Towers, right.

SIMONS: It was a new buildg. It seemed bright, spanky and modern for us.

Q: You remember the cafeteria, though.

SIMONS: Wonderful cafeteria, good food. | remember the beef, the way they cut it off the thing.

A wonderful course that we loved. Our baby was born on May 10. PeggyJalking across

Key Bridge there until the other guys at her Polish table were afraid that her water would break
and that she would cause a crisis there; but
Washington Hospital Center. We learned goodsRpboth of us. Wonderful teachers: Krystyna

Malinowska was a brilliant teacher for many, many years there, and became a friend.

Q: What were you picking up about Poland from your teachers? The instructor is often your first
entrée into the country andl éhat.

SIMONS: Heroic, stubborn and constantly betrayed. | think those epithets would do it. They all
had histories of 0656. Krystyna had come after
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when the city was destroyed by the Germans in 1944. Sestdrheroism and betrayal were

sort of the staple, but there was also the pa
liberalism, for instance a Church that had some autonomous role, a mainly private agriculture.
Then i n Mar ch ecefstllib hécouse you lead theestudent riots in Warsaw, and

the crackdown that was still something that we faced when we got there, because it included a

wave ofaniSe mi t i sm, which wedd never had any | ivin
Americansocial antiSemitism, maybe, a little bit in Germany when | was a student there, but

not as the political factor that we found in Poland. So: turbulent, heroic, betrayed, unpredictable.

Q: You went to Poland when?

SI MONS: I n August G@Geneva Wdtook AMebaby in bev aarryfseat picked

up a new Volvo station wagdanwe had diplomatic prices in Genevand drove from Geneva

to Warsaw across Czechoslovakia. In Czechoslovakia the Prague Spring was in full throttle still.
There had been ése enormous maneuvers, and very tough negotiations with the Soviets were
clearly still going on. While we were in Geneva and paid our first visit to Czechoslovakia, a
vacation visit in 1967, we had met a Czech boy with his Scottish pen pal in a Pragueans

and we had remained friends. In 1968 he was active in his home town of Ceske Budejovice, and
on the liberal side. We met him first there and then in Prague which is where his family was
from, and we went to Free Speech Corner, which was this wiahdgquare there beside the

main drag where the whole world was coming to participate in the Czech experiment. It was like
the springtime of the peoples. It was the most exhilarating experiment and experience for us to
get this feeling of freedom.

Everylody came including French revolutionaries from May 1968 when you had had the great
revolt in Paris. | can remember one of them in sandals talking to a Czech bureaucrat who was on
his way home from the office in his suit, clearly with the remains of hihlumhis briefcase.

Their common language was English, and this young Frenchman was trying to convince the
Czech that Castro had it right and you had to send the bureaucrats out to cut sugarcane, and that
Mao had it right, that you had to teach peoplbdalose to the working class. The Czech kept
replying that what they needed instead was technology and higher productivity in the economy.

Finally he | ooked at this young Frenchman and
under stand. 0 Tessenttoo.\Bat that Was thel'ldf Adigusg antl we went on to
Polandonthe 5 We moved into the Economic Counselor

were awakened on the 2y the Polish planes taking off from Okecie Airport and overflying
Warsaw on th way to join the invasion of Czechoslovakia; so that happened six days later.

Q: Yeah, | want to cover that, but first what job were you going to when you went to Warsaw?

SI MONS: |l went into the Consular Section and
Q: Who was our ambassador?

SI MONS: Our ambassador was a new ambassador w

just arrived. The DCM was Walter Jenkins, who was an old China hand who ended up | think in
Frankfurt, and then he was replaced by EugerstedBowho ended up in Bangladesh and I think



Guatemala. We had very talented group of young people, many who went on to do good things.
You still had the system in those days of putting most of the new people in the Consular Section
and making them competdth each other for jobs in the Economic and Political Sections. | was

in that situation. But the year | spent in Consular was one of the best years of my Foreign Service
experience.

Q: I ran the Consul ar Secti omuinng BeSIO¥rsade kien C
Anderson, Tom Niles on their first tour.

SIMONS: We had Jack Mendelsohn and Norman Terrell, things happened to them later and they
left the Service, but they were very, very talented people. It was also an interesting period in
Consuar. The Poles were issuing passports to people who wanted to come to the United States,
and we were just at the tail end of the period where we felt that any person in a Communist
country-- maybe Yugoslavia was an exceptietout where any person in Rold who got a

passport should get a visa because it was a Communist country. It was just in my time that we
started to look at all of these people coming on invitations from janitor women in Chicago who
made $2500 a year. We got a big map of Chicago antdtputting pins in as to how many visa
applications and started cracking down on what was actually a fraud operation.

Q: Yugoslavia at that time, just slightly before, the Yugoslavs were usually applying en masse,
but we were just refusing them.

SIMONS: We started to do that in my time. But, Stu, the good thing about it was that we had

about 20 interviews a day, and they were in the office, and you would sit down with a person and
you could ask them questions. Not only did | learn excellent Polisiwvdyabut | learned about a
slice of humanity that 16d never had any cont
were from Galicia, southern Poland, because most of the Polish immigration to the United States
were peasants from there, and thaye the people who invited their relatives to visit. So it was

also a social education.

Q: What was the political situation in relations with the United States at that particular time?

SIMONS: Well, it was terrible, because it was a very turbulent itimaeCommunist political

system. Relations with the United States were almost shut down. We had almost no relations.
You had the repression of the students, you had thé&antitism going on, you had police

pressure, you had persecution of liberals. Yad bews flowing out, and Jews got their first

interview in the Warsaw Embassy before they were processed through to Vienna where the INS
(Immigration and Naturalization Service) took charge of them. The Soviets were paranoid over
West Germans trying to satn Czechoslovakia. The ostensible excuse for the invasion of
Czechoslovakia was to keep them from being subverted by West Germans; there was paranoia in
the political system. So we had almost no relations. There were nteligglvisits. You had a

consuér operation that continued, but you had almost no political relations of any kind. After the
invasion of Czechoslovakia there was a practical shutdown in international relations that lasted a
year until the Budapest conference. It put off SALT negotiatfona year, the strategic arms
negotiations that had been agreed to but which were then postponed until late 1969. It was during
that year that we MIRVed our strategic forces, introduced Multiple, Independently Targeted
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Reentry Vehicles, so you had a lfieration cost to that year of hiatus.

Q: Well , her e y-mewtoRdaadandyalbal dsudeen Bolancetbarks on
invasion. This is along with the other countries of the Warsaw Pact. What was the reaction of the
Embassy?

SIMONS: Well, it wa disgust, which Poles themselves also felt. Although we also learned that
they didnét much | i ke Czechs and the Czechs d
national antipathies within the Communist bloc. They mainly felt embarrassed abotithtey

also felt that they- and we understood why as a satellitt hat t hey di dndét have
Romania had a choice; Ceausescu refused to join the invasion and we admired him. That was

one of the bases for our relationship with Romania lateroBut t he Pol es di dnot
and in retrospect itos also clear that for Go
favor, because it was really the invasion of Czechoslovakia that led the Soviet Union to support

him against the peoplwho are contesting his authority within the Polish Party. The worst anti

Semites were Polish Communist nationalists. They were sort of red browns;|&etiisy. By

joining the invasion of Czechoslovakia Gomulka got the Soviet support that he needkud to

all that down. At the Party conference or congress in November he brought in a whole new set of
Young Turks, a lot of new people in the leadership, and they were his clients, they were

technocrats. So we understood that kind of thing. We also hadf $du remember, it was the

year of assassinations for us here. It was Dr. King, and we were here. My wife and |, she was
pregnant. | can remember we took a bus out of Washington for New York and watched the

smoke rise over the H and Btreet corridcs.

Q: I remember driving up Wisconsin Boulevard and seeing troops with bayonets in the streets of
Georgetown.

SIMONS: Georgetown was under curfew, tanks in the streets.
Q: It was something | never thought |1 6d ever

SIMONS: Well, it was an Americlhtat we wer enodt used to. We di dn
cities, but it was a turbulent time. Warsaw was different. That September Peggy and | and our
four-month old baby in her pram went to visit the party commemoration of the outbreak of

World Warll. ltwas no6t being held outdoors because of f
the ice skating rink. We were dressed in casual clothes with our baby in a pram, and we walked

right into the hall just in time to see the whole Polish Politburo stanstampd up and sing the
Internationale. We then came out the corridor and went back around to the back exit, and we

stood there with some security people and a few gawkers and watched the whole Politburo walk

right past us five feet away to their cars, ar@were never checked. This is a time when major

American political figures were being assassinated, and it really did make you think that they had

their lawrandorder situation under control.

Q: People that were in the Embassy when the invasion hapgesthey been expecting the
Poles to do it or did it come as a surprise?



SI MONS: We wereno6t expecting the invasion at
Assistant Secretary in Washington responsible for Eastern Europe and the Soviet Ehighn

AWhat was your feeling?0 He said, AWell, we h
for so long that when they got to their meeting at Cierna nad Tisou, and it looked as if they
worked things out at that point, we kind of droppedauragr d; so it came as a

Q: Thatdés when Dubcek went to meet Brezhnevé

SI MONS: Went out to the border town, with | t
thought it was over. So we were taken aback at the invasion, and so the questiontiwnether

Poles would join I dondét think came up. Maybe
pl anning. But then when it happened | dondt t

surprise was rather that the sSRomanians didnot
Q: Did this have any effect on your visa issuance or not?

SIMONS: No, but it had an effect on our social life, because it made Poles wary of you and it

made you kind of wary of Poles. Norman Terrell had been there a year before me and he had a
friend, a young lawyer, who started coming to sit in the vestibule of the USIS library waiting for

him to come so he could talk to him: an obvious police spy. So you were real careful about

whom you met, and you built friendships really quite slowly. Youwereine d t o parti es
society in which the police are kind of a pre
that ambiguity. You knew that in Belgrade.

Q: Was there any movement of sort of intellectuals going to the United States or vicgisarsa,
wise?

SIMONS: Not in that first year, because the exchange programs shut down. There were Jews
leaving, including intellectuals, and some were on their way to the United States. But there were
few others.

Q: Were they just otudal, @ dyowhrae hawipemedgetHow

SI MONS: Wel |, Il think ités hard to tell. Il th
within the Party, because a lot of them had been Party people. There were 25,000 or so Jews left

in Poland in 1968. Thabs not many, and they had chosen to
decimation, after the Holocaust, there were about a quarter of a million. They had gone in the

t wo big waves, one right after thewenepeopl@and th

who had chosen to stay even though the ground was soaked in Jewish blood. So a lot of it was a
Party thing.

I can remember an incident thatés sort of won
Secretary in the West German Foreigmigtry was a guy named Duckwitz. He was a Social

Democratic protégé it was the time of the Grand Coalitienbut he had a duelling scar too; a

big guy. He went to our Ambassador and it was a Nixon ambassador, Kenneth Rush, at the time,
and s antgoutoild sometning for my friendKauchy who i s i n Pol and
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persecuted and he wants to go to the United S
Embassy in Bonn and went to our DCM. He call e
something forKatzSuc hy . o | sai d, A We | | |l et me | ook him
got his out. He was an old Communist, Jewish to be sure, but he had been to New York, the
Polish ambassador at the UN ( Uagsidekickiof Nati ons)
Vishinskyés, the former purge prosecutor who
Americans.

Q: Who was the great persecutor of Bukharin et al.

SIMONS: Yeah, but now it was in the early Cold War, and ¥&izhy followed along, cutig

and sarcastic. So | said to the DCM, dAWell | o
in the Department. o So | went back to the Dep
and it was going to be my decision. | nosed around the Departin . Il sai d, AWoul d
tumedKatzZSuchy down?0 They said, fANo, no, wedll s

him down. Because my thought wag got into arguments with people abodui ithat just
because someone i ®deserws an Amerdcaneisanfdd wasreeswime, if the
record shows that he was a swine. | turned him down and it stuck. He found an academic post in
Denmark.

Q: Did you find in the visa thing that we were running across people who had been in the Party,
and you had to prove that they had disavowed the Party through some overt act?

SI MONS: No, we wereno6t that rigid. You had to
want to make them perjure themselves. We were past the stage at that point eyhieael tio

disavow the Party by some overt act. Somebody who had been seen as a Party official and who
was | eaving and was Jewish was often what you
was lots of simple people being scarfed up in this. | medhndeaorkers from towns in Silesia.

That made you sad, and it made you angry at Poles. | mean, hey, if this sort of thing is going to

be used in political fights, innocent people get hurt. We also figured out, however, that as with

every group, not all ahese people were admirable. | can remember Ryszard Bakst, who was a

great pianist. In fact when | came back to Poland as Ambassador in 1990 he was also back as a
judge at the Chopin festival that is held every five years. But back when he emigrated in the

1960s he was haranguing our consular people there because he thought it was an obligation of

the U.S. Government to ship his two pianos out and pay for it. So anyway you find that it takes

all kinds.

Q: Did you get any feel while you were there for thei& influence and all?

SIMONS: Well, it was kind of murky because the Soviets, it was like standoff weapons. You

di dndot see t hem. It wasnodét sort of overt. I m
were involved, but you just got very intattant and actually suspicious signs of where the
Soviets were. |l can remember after the worker

knew-- he had been one of the first Eisenhower Fellows in the-UsBrt of called me up- at
that time | wasn the Political Sectorrand r ecounted how during the
had called Moscow for support and had been told that he had a problem with his own working
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class, and he should work it out. Well, some version of that obviously happen#ds lguy

was so obviously a secret policeman that you had to take it with a grain of salt. It was very hard

to get to where the Soviets were at that point. They were not a strong overt presence. They had
troops in Legnica. They had a base and a coupléevigions down there, but their 31 divisions

were i n East Germany rather than Pol and. Dur i
attaches out on the road looking for them, and again in 1970 to find out whether they were

shifting troops around or stething. | think they tried to be pretty discreet, and they actually

were pretty discreet. | can remember Ambassador Aristov, who was there in Poland as

ambassador twice. | can remember shaking his hand twice in a party, a diplomatic party, he was
shakinppver ybodydés hand and not seeing whose hand

Q: Were you able to have any good discussions with Poles?

SIMONS: Yeah, and better as relations got better; better as geitiggd down; better as

relations picked up. | mean we had a bigy@@ssional delegation, | remember, in 1970; Senator
John Sparkman of Al abama |l ed it. I remember i
Egyptian leader Nasser had just died, and we were talking to Sparkman about what it might

mean. So yeah, exchagpicked up. You had special agricultural exchanges, so you had people

in the agriculture sector. The head of the Agriculture Department of the Party Central Committee
had spent a year on an lowa farm, for instance.

So yeah, over time you could makefrid s, and we made real friends.
talk to people, and people had open houses. | remember liberal Catholics. | remember | was
introduced by the DCM to the deputy head of one of the kept Catholic organizations, a Catholic
organization setip in 1945 called PAX, that had a very strange relationship with the regime. It

wanted to be a party, it wanted to be an ally, but they were believing Catholics, and terribly anti
Semitic, so it wasno6t per mitt efiendspfandytwasya, over
widening circle of friends, around Warsaw.

For instance, | 6ve al ways |liked this story. W
for their theses, and | did a |littl eethami nar
cigarettes and booze, because they didnét hav

would give a paper and then we would comment on it. It was a little history seminar in Polish

history. After a while we started to invite Poles to join ugit@ talks. So | made friends that

way. We had Catholic historians who were writ
best rural sociologist. Then you would have s
sure what kind of connectisrihey had; you had to exercise judgment. It was a great school for
judgment. But | can remember one of these Catholic liberal friends telling me laughengas

married to a Dutch girl, and he ended up as Polish Consul in Lille in northern Franteeafter

change in 1990; we used to go to open house athisplaced he sai d t o me | au
know | was called down to secret police headquarters and told that you were the CIA (Central

I ntelligence Agency) Stati onns eChd eHe 0s ai ds,aifdl, |
they would tell you things too. Thatos the so

place in the Communist world at that time. So you knew it was a filthy regime, you knew about
the antiSemitism, you knew about tlexodus of Jews, you knew about the infighting, but you
also knew that this kind of liberality was unique in the Communist world. So it was a lesson in
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ambiguity. Yugoslavia was like that too but without the Soviet part.

Q: During the ©6%®&olandwasshymg he waslcomvineed that there
probably were at least three dedicated Marxists in the country.

SIMONS: That was a casualty of Czechoslovakia. Leszek Kolakowski the philosopher, the ex
Stalinist, was still there when we were there. ldd kecret police in front of his apartment door,
terrorizing his young daughter. He left that year, went to Oxford, ended up at Berkeley, which he
didndot | i ke and came back to Oxford. 't was t
firstactwasé par k his car in Peoplebds Park, and get
for him. | remember talking to him at the 1970 AAASS Convention in Colurmleswere on

home leave in Chillicothe (just south of theireggnd asking if he thought the redls there were
Stalinists; Ano, 0 he exclaimed, Athey are unc

Q: Oh, it was not a great time to go.

SIMONS: Yeah, but he was also the guy who said that after Czechoslovakia, talking about
humane socialism or socialism with a hunfare was like talking about frying snowballs. It

really had no purchase at all. That ol d revis
and 668 was dead. I remember | made a friend
a book, he waa professor of philosophy I think, written a book on Herbert Marcuse, and he

explained to me that 1tbdés critical because (y

But it was kind of an inquiry about Western thinking that just passed traditaralst
orthodoxy by, and got published. That was available. Marxism was on life support.

Q: You did visas for a year and then what?
SIMONS: Then | went up to the Political Section. | won one of the lottery tickets.
Q: Who was the head of the Politicction?

SIMONS: Nick Andrews, Nicholas G. Andrews, who never became an ambassador. He was
offered Mauritius. He was married to a wonderful Romanian woman. He himself had been a boy
in Romania and married a friend of his youth. He had been back to Roaratiie Allied

Control Commission right after the war. His father had been in Romania too. Anyway, he was
the Political Counselor, and he ended up as the DCM in Warsaw in the Solidarity period, but he
never got an ambassadorship because the things theyfering him like Mauritius were too

far away from Romania, and she still had family there. He was a wonderful man, a gentleman, a
wonderful background.

Q: What was the focus of the Political Section when you were there?
SIMONS: Well, it was the warmg U.S:Polish relationship, which | considered unimportant as
hell. Secondarily it was internal political: what was going on in the system. There were two of us

doing that, 1 was the junior guy. | spent the first year as the junior guy and then mowoettheip t
senior.
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Q: You were there three years?
SIMONS: | was there three years. That was a great job.
Q: What was the internal issue?

SIMONS: Well, it was the struggle between national Communist and more traditional and more
liberal Communist, a kind dénsion that was kind of continuing. It settled down after the Party
Congress in November of 1968. It really was a decaying regime, and there was a challenge from
the leader of Silesia, Edward Gierek, who had a reputation as a good enough Communist but
more as a good industrial manager who was close to the working class. The story of 1969 was
the story of an attempt at economic reform that would break the economy out of the stagnation
by decentralizing decisiemaking. It was run by an economic czar whbihk was also

Go mu | k amlawr, Jaszazuk. | spent 1969 going around the country and to Silesia and

talking around Warsaw about the effects of this economic reform on the working class. | thought
that was going to be a problem. In other words I wasrrdpe ng wor ker so6 di scont
beginning in February 1970.

Q: Wedll stop here.

Q: Tom, |l etds see, you were talking about the
this into perspective. This is before Gierek had made his move or befoveothek e r s 6 r ev ol t

SIMONS: That had not yet happened. In other words | went up to the Political Section in the fall

of 1969. | was number two for that year and then in 1970 | became number one of the two junior

officers; there was a threean Political Seton of which the chief did mainly bilateral relations

and international aspects. So there were two of us doing internal stuff. In 1968 one of the

features of the revolt of the students was th

us: ybubsfight too, o0 and the workers had not ¢

of the things the Party did was to send-&#mitic agitators out into the factories, and that may

have had an effect. But basically it was a repressive regimeandy di dnét come out

of rankled. But it was before the workerso e
0 t

workersoé6 revol t. It had been a revolt of
actually after the invasion, théhe Czechoslovak working class swung behind the reform group.

;
he

We Americans are not a country that thinks well in terms of class. We think well in terms of
ethnic groups but not well in terms ofl cl ass.
problem for us, but it kind of did for me because | thought that at some-pthiase people have

been industrializing now for 20 years; they have a huge working class; it is a working class

formed in the countryside, because the way it was formegeawaskimmed the whole natural

increase of the Polish countryside into the cities. In 1944 Poland had 26 million people of whom

15 were in the countryside. By 1968 it had 35 million of whom 15 were in the countryside. So
that 6s how t he waoformesd.hwassont & awarg of this feom svorking in the
Consular Section. Anyway, you know, people had been trying these economic reforms, and
Westerners had promoted economic reform, partly for subversive reasons as a way of getting at
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the regime, beause we felt that if you get economic reform this would bring on political
reforms. That would change the old mentality, but also make life better for people, and also
because it would sort of make the regimes admit that the way they were running threyecono

was not really very good. |l said to myself, i
to predict what the outcome is. 0

So thatodos what | was sort of watching beginni
watching the economic reform pregn develop. As | travelled in the countryside if | met

people, you know coffee shops or talking to t
thing. You could feel sort of tension rising. | picked it up down in Silesia, which is the industrial
heatland. As | said, in February of 1970 | sent a dispatete use to send airgrams in those

days--t hat had this stuff in it. Then in the sum
again, the place t-aplagein BlandpYowjssetalkitoopeopleand yore b e s

are aware of that. I can say | 6m proud of my
course none of us expected the thing to blow.

The other thing that | was reporting was the Poles negotiating with ¢éis¢ ®érmans. That was
somet hing. Gomul kabés payoff | think from the
Czechoslovakia invasions was a certain limited license to negotiate with the West Germans. That
also began in 1969. You had the Bonn government int @esnany, the Grand Coalition, and

the Poles were actually in the forefront of t
someone as kind of loyal to the East Germans as Gomulka had been. It turned out that was part

of the building up to give m the license to do that. In the end the Soviets insisted that they sign

first. In other words, they insisted that the road to Warsaw and to Prague and to East Berlin lead
through Moscow. They signed their bilateral agreement with the West Germans in élugus

1970.

But the Polesdé negotiations with the West Ger
it interested me, and | also knew a West German who was very involved, a correspondent who

was very close to the SPD, who spent a lot of time in ¥ar8Volf-Dietrich or WolfDieter

Gross. | was learning a lot about what went on through him, he was fine guy. | said to myself,

AYou know, this candt be uncontroversial in P
are negotiating withthe Geamns; t here has to be resistance t
to Opole, in old Upper Silesia, what had been German before the war, | would also sniff around

on that. You could tell people didnotoutl i ke it
After all, theydd spent a I|ifetime trying to
Ger many, where they were afraid of revisionis

give stuff away or enough reasons to do it. That led toraderful sort of moment in a Foreign
Service career. After one of these trips | put together an airgram. It was dated December 6, 1970.
| put together the two little prongs that | had been following: one, the worker discontent, and
second, the unhappinegspecially in Silesia, with the negotiation with the Germans.

Q: What was the negotiation? First place is with the West Germans?

SIMONS: With the West Germans and what it involved is their qualified recognition of the
OderNeisse frontier, which they dawithheld throughout the whole postwar period.
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Q: Why would there be dissatisfaction because that would be solidified?

SIMONS: Well, you had to make West Germany look like a normal place. It was a normalization

of relations between Poland and West Gerynand there were a lot of Poles who continued to

mistrust them. They thought they were having the wool pulled over their eyes. They thought it

was a sham thing that the Germans were giving them. The West Germans did not give full

juridical recognitionot he | i ne. What they said was fino cha
Europe. o0 So it was qualified, it was not qui't
who just hated Germans, especially down in that area. Anyway, on December 6 | sent that

airgran, and | got Gene Boster to sign it. He was the authorizing officer. | signed the airgram

over Stoessel 6s name. It went in, and what it
Tshombe, the boss of Silesia, has disqualified himself as a contendewfrin Poland

because of these two factors. And by the time that airgram reached Washington on December 22

or 23, Gierek was already First Secretary of
worried that | made such a wrong prediction. Sehtaround in later years asking Poles about
what this was. They said, fAiYou know, you were

the expulsion of Gomulka was that he felt it was kind of his last chance, that he was losing
traction $o aheePatrbhygt ol didndét feel so bad. |
issues that we worked on.

Q: Well, when you talk about West Germany, how did East Germany fit into this equation? How
did the Poles feel about East Germany?

SIMONS: Well, they felit was necessary to them. It was the anchor of their compensation for

losing their eastern territories and securing the western territories that they had gotten from
Germany, and it was the East German regime that was the guarantee, because the &tviets ha
continue to enforce those new frontiers in order to hold on to East Germany. That was the way it
worked. In political terms-and | di dndét realize this until I
issues in the East European northern tier at Starfohe effect of it was permanent competition

bet ween the East Germans and the Poles as to
this part of Europe. The East Germans were bargaining from weakiiesse 6 r € s o weak Y
mu st s u p and hetPolas dadl to find other reasons why the Soviet Union should like

t hem. Part of the competition went on for yea
almost unqualified support from all the East Europeans to the East German regimethso that

Soviet Union would have no sense that the Poles were soft on that. The Poles had to compete for
Soviet favor on other grounds. In the end, what happened was that Poland satisfied the Soviet

Union that they were really a good ally. The fact that thelythase liberalities did not

undermine their basic loyalty. So at that point the Soviets let Gomulka negotiate with Bonn,

which the East Germans hated. In order to conclude these treaties, they had to kick out Ulbricht.

| dondt know i f utywashisropposédionlodhese trdates of hisliEastern allies

with West Germany that led to his expulsion and replacement by Honecker.

Q: When you say the Poles were competing to be the first best friends of the Soviets, | think that
this was certainppat t he Party | evel, it couldndét have b
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SI MONS: No, no, the peopleds | evel Il think ab
to normalization with West Germany was that the only thing that attracted most Poles to the

Soviet alliance was that new friendship securing the @tlasse frontier. If that disappeared as

an issue, if West Germany ceased to be a threat and a menace, then the fear was that the regime
would lose support, and I think there was probably somethitigatoYou know, if the regime

could no |l onger wave the bloody shirt, as we
know. If the regime could no longer do that about the @#8sse line, then it was going to have

to find other reasons why the pé®ghould like them.

Q: Tito after World War 1l waved that shirt for 30 years; | understand.
SIMONS: The OdeNeisse line had the same kind of function in Polish politics.

Q: You mentioned on the labor movement, you kept talking about going dowrsitn Silesia
is what | think of as Silesia, but thatods not

S|I MONS: No, no, thatodés Opole. Thatdés the ol d

Q: The real sparks did evidently enyYyWigm at th
you were doing this was that considered a factor, or what were you looking at, factories, mines
or what?

SIMONS: Yeah, mainly factories and mines. | mean shipbuilding is heavy industry, there was no
doubt about it, but | was looking at more, esakcbecause Silesia was the center of heavy
industry, steel and coal, and actually copper
was the regime, because one of the reasons the riots broke out and spread so fast there was that
all the riotsuppression equipment was in Silesia. All the water hoses and stuff were down there,

and it took time to get them back up to the other side. So it was unexpected.

Q: What was the evaluation, talking Political Section and the attaches and all, aboutigie Po
Army? Where would it go, how much of a contribution to the Warsaw Pact was it, was it a
repressive thing or were the Soviets worried about or what?

SIMONS: It was a large army. Poland has a great military tradition of which people are proud. In
otherwor ds t here was not some sort of disaffecti
think it was considered a trustworthy army. | think from the Soviet point of view, and | think also

from our point of view, it was a big question mark. In otherwérdsd on 6t t hi nk t he
was that it would cut and run and let the allies through; it was not as bad as the Czechs. | think

the Czech army, especially after 1968, was just substantially written off in terms of military

pl anning. Withhihé& Pol awasl | d&aedt hat , but you
judgment was that the Soviets couldndét count
shoul dnét write it off, we shouldndt expect i
Q: I realize you were a junior offer there and all, but was there a concern that something in
Poland could lead to enough of an uprising that might start World War 11l again? Berlin was
always a probl em, and | was wondering whether



troops weat of Poland, and those lines of supply to be threatened. Was that an issue?

SI MONS: No,l iwésota sayyitos very -dbturtandge,s iatnod
ambi guous situation from the 660 spressionoftdect ual |
Hungarian uprising in 1956 on, and the negotiating with Poland notwithstanding, | think the

basic assumption of the U.S. Government was that you could afford to encourage dissent and
independence and liberalism in Eastern Europe becauSevets would make sure that it

woul dndét go too far. You know, the fooling ar
assumption that the Soviets kind of had things under control, so that we could afford to kick up

our heels a little bit and support ouineiples, act on our principles, feel good about ourselves,
because it wasnodét going to come to World War
was . Now Hel mut Sonnenfeldt as Kissingerds Co
by saying something like this to an assembly of American ambassadors.-Ehkesb
ASonnenfeldt Doctrine. o

Q: linterviewed him and he just kept acting lividi Th at wa s n 6+anavithinkhels s ai d
right.

SIMONS: But I think the basic core of tkleought was the one that | have just given you. | can

recall how angry | was as a young officer in Warsaw reportihgot my first award from
reporting on the revolution of 1970, the work
my little car, around to Warsaw factories to see if there was anything to it | could learn, and in

fact there was. | was excited. | mean for me people rising up for freedom was exciting. But then

we heard a rumor from Washingthker g arte VSolIntn emd ¢
hope they donét screw up d®tente. o | wundersto
in détente as he was. He was one of the architects of détente. For Kissinger and Sonnenfeldt, as

you know, it was always a very parlousadile kind of thing. They felt they were not playing

from strength, that they had a weak deck. They had put together this thing that they were pushing
forward, and i f the Poles screwed up itds alm
Germansfelt n t he 680s under Reagan. | mean the Wes
Poland because they were afraid it was going to screw up their relations with East Germany. So |
think peopl e o0ught--Ilthmk peapleneom preen thentees an yavidgo n 6 t

always pursued their principles and having always beenirigat you have to remember that in

the Cold War there was a dark side to everything.

Q: Oh absolutely. You mentioned the redolutio
about that. What happened in 19707

SIMONS: Well, what happened was that they signed the treaty with Germany off'the 10
something like that.

Q: 10" of what?
S| MONS: December. So four days after my Af amo

that with that problem out of the way they needed to pursue this economic reform | talked to you
about. What they had come up with was the need to drastically cut subsidies for basic foodstuffs,
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especially for meat. Thed6RBolcehsandyuerdi nd etilri se apgéd
bit, but they were insatiable for meat, they never had enough. That was the great telltale sign in

the stores, as to whether there was any meat. Coffee was another one, but meat was the big mass
consumption indicato What they did was announce a wholesale price rise on thef12

December, just before Christmas. In terms of the politics, awful timing: it showed arrogance and

it showed a complacency about their own right
Administration approach to Irag. You can cut that one out. Anyway, there was a sense of
arrogance there, in addition to taking money
season, which is important for Poles. | was the first one | think in the Welgddsmatic corps

in Warsaw to hear that the workers were going out, because | was at a party and a woman told

me , A have a friend in Gdansk radio who has
the streets. 0 So t hanextiwhaes weeks eying to figgegoatiwhatwile s p e
going on.

Q: When you say you spent the next three weeks, you were a Political Officer, what did you do?

S| MONS: You talked to whoever will talk to yo
journalistswho would be in a position to know. You talked especially with Swedes, because they

had a consulate in Szczecin and maybe Gdansk, anyway one up on the coast, and they had

people in that consulate who were reporting. You tried to get hold of the newspapleese,

because the newspapers were kind of in the insurgent camp. You listened to Free Europe as

much as you could. In my case you took off a couple of times a day in your little car and went

around the factories, the major factories of Warsaw, ligeRibza Luksemburg lighiulb

factory, to see if you could see evidence of worker unhappiness. You sent the attaches out

looking for Soviets, looking for military activity on the roads.

Q: On the roads?

SIMONS: Yeah, that would be on the assumption tiey tvere worried about positioning
troops, or something like that. You just did as much as you could. But it was all little bits and
pieces, because you had no access to degisaking.

Q: I f thereds a wor ker so r enampdntifthingsalegomg at t
far youdbre going to have a huge mob of peopl e
Did that happen?

SIMONS: No, no the crisis on the Coast got very bad, and you had crises, also strikes, also in

other factorieslown country. They spread it to the point where the Party itself came together.
Gomulka made an appeal to the Soviets of some kind and he was turned down. That was not
public. That didndét come out wuntil Gémulkaecr . The
has to go. They had a replacement, Gierek, so this was done within the Party. The whole thing

took five days. But meanwhile people had been shot. There was a mass shooting up in Gdynia.
People said there were scores of dead, and it turned oublatewere hundreds up there.

Q: Who did the shooting, the police or the military?



SI MONS: Hard to tell. I didndot think the mili
himself on not letting the military fire. He was Minister of Defence,itki, and woul dnadt
military fire at that point. So thatds where
meetings in Warsaw factories. You had the two shipyards that went out. Then after that you had
Szczecin, the shipyard, because itisone Coast . You had what amouni
commune, and one that did not kind of disband. | think they managed to disband in Gdansk, but

that thing stayed up there in Szczecin like a sore. They had a defence perimeter and supplies and
arms. The firsthing Gierek did was to go up there, not one of the first things in the first weeks,
butthefirst thing, was to go out there and make a dramatic pilgrimage to the Szczecin shipyard,
where he spent the night talking to the workers, and that was goindgnitotlee f amous A Tr us
have confidence in me. 06 They said, fAWe trust

Then the trouble was that then they woul dnot
changed the First Secretary, they had a politidals of the first order, but they were still

determined to maintain the new high prices, and that went on until February. The women textile
workers in Lodz had struck. There were textile workers in other places who also went out, and

the new Premier Jaszewicz sort of went on national television with tears in his eyes and
announced the end of the crisis. But it took another strike, this time by women, to do that. The
great Polish novelist Konwicki later wrote that he knew the end was coming when he saw
Jaroszewicz crying on television. This was not the old Communist Poland.

Q: During the period you were there, what was the role of the Church? How did we see it and
deal with it?

SIMONS: Well, we dealt with it not much. It was an important role. The €hwas the

preserver and symbol, for most Poles, of Polish nationality. That was something that they had
managed to build in the T@€entury, during the partitions. When Poland had no state they

managed to preserve Polishness, and after the Polish smtestored in 1918 the Church

bul ked very |l arge. It had been seriously repr
managed to maintain its integrity. The Cardinal, Cardinal Wyszynski, was under house arrest

during that period. Theregimetse up an organi zation of dApatriot
organization, sort of Catholic nationalists, all trying to split the Church. None of it quite worked.
Then in 1956¢

Q: The government essentially started PAX...

SIMONS: Yeah, collaboratioas Catholics. Not completely slaves, but still supporting socialism

and all of that. Its leader Piasecki was never put in prison like Home Army people. Of course he

was a smarter guy. Wyszynski as a young man had had a reputation as being kind ofsa dvorker
priest. Anyway, he was | et out in 0656, and th
Church would be allowed to get a lot of its property back and preach freely. They had a crisis in

1966 when the Polish Episcopate wrote this letter askinGénman Episcopate for forgiveness.

Amazing kind of thing. Then it was pilloried by the regime, so you had competing celebrations

of the thousandth anniversary of Christianity in Poland in 1966. There was a lot of bad blood

between Church and State, butsti t he Church was an i mportant f
do with it because we kind of didndét want it
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something that we respect, but 1t0s not somet
mu c h . I think that is probably what | 6d say al
We tried to get to know people who knew things in the Church. Some of those included PAX

people. Also some of the other people in these slightly suspect iCattganizations. It was all

part of this complex Polish picture.

Q: How about PolislPAmerican communities, Congressmen and all, did that play?

SIMONS: Well, the way we were doing it pleased some. It pleased some especially on visas,
because we heard froPolishAmerican Congressmen mainly in connection with visa requests.
The PolishkAmerican community does not swing the weight that the Jewish community does or
the Italian community or even the Greek community, although it is larger by a couple ofrtimes i
terms of people who claim Polish descent. | think there are complex reasons for that. Also it is
quite divided among itself in terms of attitudes toward Poland. Poland was a Communist country,
so they were unlike the Greeks, unlike the Jews, unlikagahans: the country that they would

have been loyal to and lobbyists for was a Communist country that most of them hated. So what
you got was that they were interested in personal contacts. When Solidarity came (after 1979)
they flooded Poland with packeg back to their relatives.

Q: When was Solidarity founded?

SI MONS: Il n 1979, and then it WAeaiceamaregeryeat i n
generous, but all on a personal basis. There was not much of a coherent political kind of lobby.
No coheent line, no coherent political objectives.

Q: Well, then you |l eft there ine?

SIMONS: | left there in June of 1971 after three years. My political acumen had reached the
point of deadlock. | learned later what happened. | knew a correspondéngfara Ludy the

Party paper, who had been in Moscow. | used to getSaiet jokes from him because he was a
good Polish patriot, and living in Moscow rubbed most Poles the wrong way. But anyway he was
a friend, and at a certain point in April or May of 19v& were at a party, some diplomatic

party, and he said, AWhat do you think is goi
Gierek has consolidated his power and is taki
you think happenedinlOs zt yn? o6 | sai d, AWell, you know Mo
just saw the thing in the paper, but | donodt

years later, that | found out that what had happened in Olsztyn, and what tngingato hint to

me about, that | should pursue and follow it, was that this nationalist Party man had tried kind of
a lastgasp coup in Olsztyn that Gierek then suppressed. But | was so full of my knowledge and
stuff that | just kind of brushed him offo anyway | knew enough for somebody to want to tell

me something like that, but not enough to understand what he as saying; so it was probably time
to go.

TIMOTHY DEAL
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General Services/Economic Officer
Warsaw (19671972)

Timothy Deal was born in Miesiri and educated at the University of California
at BerkeleyEntering the Foreign Service in 1965, he has served in a variety of
foreign posts in Honduras, Poland, the Czech Republic and England. Mr. Deal
also worked in the National Security Council $averal yearsHe was

interviewed by Raymond Ewing in 2004.

Q:That s a memor abl e Then after Tegucigalpt, gou wemtyto Polisle | ea st
language training at the Foreign Service Institute (FSI); that was artenth programDid you
have aronward assignment already when you went into that program?

DEAL: | had an assignment to the Embassy in Warsaw, but not to any particular pb&iton.

first or seconetour officers assigned to hard language training generally expected to serve in the
Consular Section (that was certainly my expectatiBua}.near the end of the language program,

| was told that | would be assigned as General Services Officer (GSO), the first language officer
in that position in the Embasdywas very unhappy about thatsignmentl did not want to be

the GSO, and that was one of several times in my career where | thought maybe | should get out
of this businesBut | went ahead and took the GSO course and went to Wdtsamed out to

be a good experience and a gobdice, primarily because the people | worked with were

talented and capable.

By the way, our trip to Warsaw was truly memorable were on one of the last voyages of the
SS United State$Ve sailed from New York for Bremerhaven, Germany via Le Havre and
Southamptonlt was a fiveday journeyJill and | had a great timélowever, our son Chris, who
was two, refused to edthe waiters tried to tempt him with all sorts of goodies but to no avalil.
(While in Washington during language training he went thincaugeriod when he would eat
only Swanson chicken potpies).

After arriving in Bremerhaven, we took the train to Munich where we picked up a brand new
BMW 1600 from the factoryWe then drove to Warsaw via Vienna, Brno, and Krakie.

passed through Czedlovakia just one year after the Soviet invasidme country seemed
incredibly grim and unfriendlyCrossing the Czechoslovak border into Poland was a real relief.
Incidentally, my son ended his hunger strike over a wonderful Wiener Schnitzel in anroutdoo
café in Salzburg.

Q: You spent the first year as GSO and then you switched?

DEAL: T h at 0 $tthe ittingehl tdid not know to which section | might rotatbere were
positions in the Political and Economic sections and at the Consulate in PBzegone
thought it made sense for me to take the slot in the Economic Seéatidmhat was ok with me;
| was quite content with that.

Q: Anything else you want to say about the Polish language course or the GSO course, for that
matter?
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DEAL: Well, the GSCcourse was essential because, as it turned out, | did not know anything
about the administrative side of the Foreign Service.

Q: To step back for a minute, you had just finished your first overseas tour in Teguciyakpa.

it difficult to get this assigment?You had mentioned before that you were looking for was an
assignment to the Communist bloc; did you just express your preference and it worked out or
was it more complex than that?

DEAL: No, | merely requested Polish language training, knowingnileaint an assignment to
Poland Although some of my colleagues in Tegucigalpa thought | was crazy for choosing
Polish, arguing that | should stay in Latin America, | really wanted to experience the Communist
world. | dondét recalll nta thebaeguaggprogranh. f i cul t t o get

Q: Now when you took the language course, were you well qualified in terms of the language to
use in a job in Warsaw.assume as GSO you had to use Polish quite a bit?

DEAL: | did. | graduated with a 3/3 in Polish at the endhaf coursel continued to take
language lessons throughout my tour there and ended up with a 4/4lratiggage training
was one way of keeping up with developments in an otherwise closed society.

The GSO position was quite challengiiy predecessdnad an American assistant, but that
position was abolished before my arrival, so | was really on my beid.have some very good
Polish section chiefs, who were essential because you really had to do make do with the
resources on han#or the most partyou could not rely on outside contractdvikreover, funds
for upkeep were as usual in short supplye building programs and everything had to be
managed with staff on hand, using local currency and supplies whenever pdgsibiad
numerous residensdo care for and not enough hard currency resources to keep everybody
happy.On top of that, the Ambassador, Walter Stoessel, a real prince, had ambitious plans to
make Warsaw into a first class post with good recreational facilities for thefstadhgother
things, that involved building the firglver paddle tennis court in Eurofone of us had ever
seen a paddle tennis court before, and we had to build it to specifications brought by the
Ambassador).

Q: Brought from Moscow?

DEAL: No, this was befre they built the court in Moscowhe game was something that the
Ambassador had seen or played in the United Statestrospect, the whole thing was quiet

amusing, although I did not think so at the tiMm& hired an outside contractor to do the job.
This was one of the few times we used somebody from the outside.

Q: Polish contractor?

DEAL: Yes, a Polish contractddnfortunately, he broke his leg in the construction process, and
so the GSO staff had to take over the job and get it finiSfted.was in the midst of one of the
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worst winters in Poland with temperatures dipping down to twbatyw zero for days on end.
Trying to finish that job in those conditions was a real challenge.

Q: A paddle tennis court, as | understand, is essentially ous@o0

DEAL: It is a smallscale version of a tennis coultthas a higktension fence around it, and so
the ball, which is hard rubber, can be played off the fence as well as the wooden courhiself.
Ambassador was right about the contribution to steffale because it was a game you could
play throughout the winter day or nighiventually, everybody played, and there was an annual
tournament.

Ql didnodét realize that the beginning of thi
been Walter ®essel who was directly responsible) there was a rivalry or competition between
the embassies in Warsaw and Moscow.

DEAL: You are rightLater on, the Embassy in Moscow built its own court, and there were
contests between the two embassies.

S

Q:Ithoughtt her e was some Polish or Russian connect

DEAL: The connection was Walter Stoes$¥k did a lot of other projects that year including
building a swimming pool at the residence anecaimditioning the embassgo there was

always something going on; it was quite a jbbad the fortune to work for Jim Leaken, one of
the nicest people in the Foreign Servide.was the Administrative Officer, a specialist, and a
real pro.He knew that | was unhappy about taking this [ hewent out of his way to make
sure that | had all the support | needdd.treated me exceptionally well and contributed
enormously to my promotion prospects along the Wég.became good friends and remained so
throughout our Foreign Service careers.

Q: And Stoessel was the Ambassador; who was the DCM?

DEAL: Walter Jenkins was the firstyedr. di dndét have much contact
because the Ambassador took such a personal interest in the construction projersny
last two years, Gene Bter was DCM.

Q: Ok, anything else about your year as GSO that you want to mention?

DEAL: Well, | could probably go on for hours about my experiences in that job, but there are
two vignettes worth repeating.

As you may recall, the U.S. and China hadquically carried out negotiations in Warsaw

before the establishment of diplomatic relatidrege in 1969 or early 1970, Ambassador
Stoessel received instructions from Washington to take the first available opportunity to make
contact with the Chinese tet them know the U.S. wanted to start the talks agis.

opportunity came at a Yugoslav fashion show at the Palace of Cllheé€hinese

representative was at the show, but got up early to |@ave surprise of all of us there,
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Ambassador Stoedsaursued the Chinese delegation out the room and eventually to their car,
which was out of our sighTThe Ambassador passed on the message very secretive talks
commenced without the knowledge of most of us in the EmbAftgy.one meeting at the

Chinese Embassy, the Chinese came to the U.S. Embassy on a very snowy Saturday morning.
Their Red Flag car became bogged down in the Embassy driveway and was visible to every
passerbyWe were in Helsinki at the time visiting friends so | did not witnessnitident
personallyJim Leaken said that DCM Jenkins called him in a panic because of the Chinese car
being stuck in front of the Embas$ye wanted to know what was our snow removal plan,

not knowing what had transpired, told Jenkins that the pasw it he same as | ast
Fortunately, the Chinese were able to move their car, but by then everyone in Warsaw knew that
the bilateral talks had started up again.

Another story concerns the building of the swimming pDolike the paddle tennis couvte

decided from the outset to build it ourselvM@an Ryszardour maintenance chief, was in charge

of constructionln the midst of the projecRyszardsaid he needed a huge amount of gravel,

which for some unknown reason was in short supply in Warstusned to my procurement
chief,Pan Fred who believe it or not was a Germarbdat commander in World War 1l who

had married a Pole, for help with the problé&ftith his usual efficiency, he said to leave the

matter to himDays after, Polish Governmemtitks laden with gravel from Silesia pulled into

t he Ambassador s r es i Amgthemildiagretominencgitesdvast h e i r
one of many occasions in my time as GSO when you knew better than to ask for details.

Q: And then in 1970 you movetto the economic section for your last two years in Warsaw.
What sort of work were you doing there, and how big of a section was it?

DEAL: There were three officers in the sectibming Schiffman was the chief of the sectidn.

was the most junior offgr in the section, but | was the best Polish language spéakanesult,

| did most of the economic reporting for the sectibimat involved reading tedious economic and
political journals and listening to even more tedious speeches by Polish offitialsther two
officers in the section, especially in my last year there, tended to focus more on trade promotion
work because commercial opportunities began to open up as relations improved.

Q: To what extent as an economic reporting officer in thisggeftiom 1970 to 1972 were you
able to have Polish sources; did you go to the Central Bank, the Ministry of Planning, and the
Finance Ministry?

DEAL: We had few Polish sources other than authorized contacts in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Minigty of Foreign Tradeln addition, we had some dealings with trading
companies in connection with trade missions, catalog shows, and tHauikeaost of the

reporting was based on analysis of Party journals and the Peasssionally, the Ambassador or
another senior Embassy officer would pick up something that we could feed into our reporting.
But that was the exception rather than the Wil said earlier, by 1972 things began to open up
some.President Nixon stopped in Warsaw on his way back froraddw, the only higtevel

U.S. visitor during my tour in Poland.

Q: So, toward the end of your stay there, were you involved quite heavily in that visit?
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DEAL: I was in charge of the motor pool during that operation.
Q: Back to the GSO office, eh?
DEAL: The embassy was fully mobilized for this vistbrtunately, my role was very minor.

Q:One of the first things | did in the Foreign
at least a little bit on the side, some Polish aid talks, where we aleady, at that time,

thinking of Poland as a little bit different and unig@&artly because of the agricultural sector

and perhaps for domestic and political reasons in the United States, we were treating Poland
different than other Warsaw Pact, East European countrie®id that continue in the period

that you were there?

DEAL: The PL-480 commodity sales had ended by the time | arrived in Waildaay. probably

ended about the time of the invasion of Czechoslovakia, if not b&ot¢he U.S. hadent a
substantial amount of food aid to Poland, and Poland paid for those shipments in zlotys (the local
currency), on a schedule that stretched out some thirty yesaesresult of this payment

schedule, the Embassy was able to offer the staff a pnatdrexchange rate of 65 zlotys to 1

U.S. dollar, compared with the official exchange rate of 24 to 1 under which our colleagues in

the British Embassy, for example, had to opettiroever devised this present value scheme
didthe U.S. arealservickche t er m of -eaardt zwad yfor,eavrhi ch meant
say, 1992We drew down from the end of the payment schedule to finance local currency

outlays for Embassy operatiohen | was GSO, for example, we had very limited dollar funds

for furniture, appliances, etelowever, we were able to offer staff the opportunity to look for

things on the local market and use our staff to make drapes, lay carpet, and buMIgharit.

was important for morale.

Q: You used local currency for such purpdses

DEAL: Yes.And by giving the staff an opportunity to windestnop on the local market, they

learned about the very limitations we fac8dll, with our skilled Foreign Service Nationals in

the GSO section to make drapes, upholster furniture, etc., veeabke to stretch our limited
resources and make elkwasgoodusedfshemaonéye a | i ttl e b

Q: Ok, anything else we should say about your assignment to Warsaw?

DEAL: Living in Poland at that time was a truly unique experience begauseould see first

hand, perhaps better than in any other Eastern European country, the inherent conflict between
communism and nationalisrl@ommunist ideology never penetrated Polish political thinking in

the same way it did elsewhefiéghe Poles were n@good Communists and, on a personal basis,

were always friendly towards Americar®o if you could speak the language and get beyond the
rhetoric, you found you had much in common with your average Polish ci\#gte contacts

were limited, we did makeome friends through my language instructée knew that,

theoretically at least, people we met had to report to the authorities on their dealings Bith us.

we just figured we didnét have anything to hi
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comfortable with themWe met a number of neofficial Poles without any apparent interference

from Polish intelligenceBut you could never forget where you wedme unhappy incident
occurred during the visi tAcolieagl VarsRether,who Ni x on 0
was one of three other officers who studied Polish with me at the Foreign Service Institute and
worked in the Political Section, and | threw a joint farewell party for our contAesnvited

members of t he Pr e ghedvemWedearned dfterahe fact thaPaurfriends, t o
who had never been bothered by the UB, the Polish equivalent of the KGB, were rounded up
afterwards for questionngome, i ncluding my wifedbds piano te
contacts with usn the futurelt was a sad footnote to an otherwise happy assignment.

Q: Do you think that happened partly because Penner was a political officer and therefore
attracted more attention from the intelligence services, and perhaps the fact that it was a
reeption involving the two of youé?

DEAL: To be frank, Vern behaved a little furtively at times in much of his work, and I think he
probably aroused suspicions in intelligence cirdi@sn convinced that the reason people were

rounded up after the partydha mor e t o do wi th Ver noButthator Kk and
said, everybody who attended the party suffered to some eMigmtife was especially upset at

losing her piano teacher because we raising our two kids and one of her only outlets was music.

Q: Were your children in school yet?

DEAL: My wife helped set up a nursery school there; she wahaw of the nursery school

with one of her close friends from the British embaSsymy oldest son, Chris, who was five by
the time we left, went to theursery schoolMy youngest son, Bart, was born while we were in
Warsaw.

Q: There was one other post under the consulate in Poland at the time or two?
DEAL: There was one, in Poznan.

Q: Not yet in Krakow?

DEAL: No, just Poznan.

Q: PoznanAnd did theydo any economic reporting or did you visit there mubit?you travel
around the country?

DEAL: Oh yes, we traveled quite extensively throughout the country, although certain areas

were closed to American diplomai®ose closures were strictly reciprbbacause we closed

parts of the U.S. to Polish diplomats. | did travel to one closed zone, Gdynia, shortly after the
December 1970 riots on the Baltic Coast to carry out a licensing check on sorselual

technology imported by Polandou could still seehe wreckage from the disturbances in

Gdansk, which |l ed to Gomul kabs resignation as



Q:Were you able to see people involved with
needed to see?

DEAL: No, | did not see anyone involved imose eventdAs | said earlier, it was difficult to
have contact with anyone except authorized journalists and officials in the various ministries.

dondt believe | ever met any Party official

Q: The riots were in Warsaw too or only in Gdansk?

DEAL: No, the riots occurred only on the coast, although all Poles were upset about the major
increase in food prices right before Christmas, which led to the ulheste events had historic
significance because protesters in the shipyard eventually becabsckimne of Solidarity.

Q: The economic issues were obviously in the forefront of much of the period you were in the
economic section; | assume the ambassador was always looking for interpretation to help in
understanding what was happening.

DEAL: Yes, e saw very clearly the connection between what was happening in the economy
and its impact on political developments.

Q: To what extent were you interested or coordinated with other Eastern European embassies at

that time?Berlin, for example?

DEAL: We read what other Embassies reported and could see, even from our limited
perspective, that conditions in Poland were better than in the rest of the neighb@kosdnt
on a Departmergponsored trip to the Soviet Union in 1972, and the comparison betweeen t
two countries was mirtdoggling.

Q: When you left in 1972, would you say that you had any kind of inkling of what was likely to
happen in Poland not too many years hence?

DEAL:I certainly wouldndét haveBuflithnlkeneallst what
recognized that an important precedent had been established, namely, that popular uprisings
could precipitate political change in the Communist world.

Q: What role, if any, did academics or intellectuals play in these events?

DEAL: Well, there was small dissident movement that led to a crackdown in 1968 before we
arrived in PolandPerhaps we can pick that up later.

it

S .

Q:0k, why dondét you continue on that thought?

DEAL: There was always a certain amount of resentment among Poles about theg fhet th
Polish Communist leadership essentially came from people who sat out the war in Russia and

moved into Poland with the Red Army in contrast to those who fought in the resistance at home,
had links to the exile government in London, or somehow cotiguevéth the AlliesYou dondt
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need much to spark asflemitic feelings in Polandnd the belief that many postwar Polish
Communist leaders were Jewish kept that sentiment alive even though the actual number of Jews
living in Poland was minisculén 1968 all this came to a head when nationalists associated with
Home Army General Moczar launched an amtivish campaign whose real target was the
Communist Party leadershiphe campaign had little effect on the Communists, but did lead to

the departure of any of the few remainingJews. dondét bel i eve that the

and intellectuals had much influence on developments in Poland, at least during my time there.

Their influence increased markedly tyn the 198

Q: At the time you were there, Poland was largely agricultural and the farmers have always
played a significant economic, but also a political role; was there an agricultural attdoidé?
you spend lot of time thinking about the role of the agricaltsector in the overall economy?

DEAL: Yes, we had a very active Agricultural Attaché, who did a lot of internal repo#tirige
time, Polish agriculture was about 85 percent private and only 15 percent collEcgve.
agricultural sector was not patilarly efficient, but because it was in private hands, it had
important political significance.

Q:And you would take the Attach®b6s reporting
assessment?

DEAL: Right. We had very close working relations with alltets of the Embassy including
the USDA representatives.

Q:0Ok, anything else about your assignment frorm

DEAL: Just a few personal notes agddespite the occasionally grim political atmosphere and

the harsh winters, Warsaw was arf@ur best overseas experiencese Embassy, led by
Ambassador Stoessel, was a-tagich operation, and many of the officers assigned there during
this period eventually rose to the highest ranks in the Departhieiniy conditions were

difficult, but I certainly preferred Warsaw to Tegucigalgaen the intelligence presence
occasionally had its lighter sideor example, during the visit of the Apollo 15 astronaut team in
January 1972, a planned trip to Krakow had to be cancelled because of a snoWwsés one

of the Control Officers for the visiT.he astronauts had extra time on their hands, so Ambassador
and Mrs. Stoessel took them to a nightclub in Warsaw to see the local iiyatsd |

accompanied thenNaturally, UB operatives trailed aftéhe party, but they were very obvious.

Jill bet the Ambassador a bottle of wine that she could get the head of the UB team to dance with
her. The Ambassador took the bet, and Jill promptly walked over to the UB &®somehow
persuaded the UB chieftbance with her, and the next day
us a very expensive bottle of French wine.

ROBERT B. MORLEY
General Services/Economic Officer
Warsaw (19681970)
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Robert B. Morley was born in Massachusetts in 1935. He received liisiBA
Central College, lowa. After joining the State Department in 1962, he served in
Norway, Barbados, Warsaw, Caracas, and Quito. Mr. Morley was interviewed by
Charles Stuart Kennedy in 1997.

Q: You served in Warsaw from '68 until when?
MORLEY: Until 1970.
Q: What was your job?

MORLEY: Initially, | was the General Services Officéhad hoped to go immediately to the
Economic Section, but they transferred me there only after | had been in the embassy about 10 or
12 months.

Q: Often, being general sdaces officer means you get to use your Polish more than in some
other jobs because you're dealing with local laborers and what not.

MORLEY: That's true, except that most of the key workers spoke excellent English.

We employed painters, drapers, carpentmechanics, and laborers because they were not
available from outside sourcéhe General Services Office had about 120 lodaillgd Polish
employees.

Shortly after | got to Poland, the Warsaw Pact invaded Czechoslovakia, with Polish military
participation.Poland became a major staging area for that invasion and, within Poland, Warsaw
was key because it was a major rail and road Tibbt was in August of '68he Ambassador

called the entire American staff together and told us we were not to diedheiPolish

government in any respect, talk to any official for any reason without prior permission from the
Ambassador himselfle said that he did not expect to allow much confat.l had almost no
dealings for the entire period of time that | waS@with local government officialdlobody

did. It was prohibitedThat lasted almost a year.

Q: Were you getting any reflection from whatever contacts you had in Warsaw during the
invasion of Czechoslovakia about how it was seen by Poles?

MORLEY: | didn't have much contact with the Polébad a little bit.The people that | talked to
were essentially embassy employédse opinion that many expressed was that it was the wrong
thing to do, that they were worried that the same thing could happen tal Radean

developments in Poland go in a direction that the Soviet Union and its Warsaw Pact allies didn't
like. So, they thought it was a very bad precedéné Poles generally had a rather positive

attitude toward the United States in part because oftgge Polish community in the United

States.

The policies of other major NATO countries were similar to oline French and the Brits
adopted severe constraints on official contacts.
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Q: What did that mean about work?/ou don't talk to the governmenitiwwhom you are
dealing...

MORLEY: Interaction with the Polish government was reduced to the barest ess&heals.
Ambassador or DCM conducted essential business, such as Novasw initiatives were
undertakenOn the Admin side, we would use Polemployees to the extent possible for liaison
purposes, but we would not go over to a government office ours¥lwdsten.

Q: How did the Polish government react to all thidtey could make you feel even more
isolated.

MORLEY: It certainly made us féesolated.Ilt was a difficult period to be in Polan@ihe Polish
government, to the best of my knowledge, had the attitude that they did what they had to do, but
they had little choice because of Soviet pressures and geograpggt to Czechoslovakia,

especially to Prague, Soviet and East German troops pretty much had to go through Poland
because of the way that the rail and road networks were laid out.

The Poles understood our positidiney understood that we had to signal our displeasure in

some wayBut this attitude was not targeted specifically toward Poldndas a regiorwide
responseOur response was the same in every country that participated in the invasion, including
the Soviet Union, Poland, and Hungary.

Q: You ceased being GSO and wenthe Economic Section.
MORLEY: Yes, | became economic/commercial officer after about a year.
Q: Was the freeze still on or were you able to do something?

MORLEY: The freeze was not on 100%was gradually being dismantleBut | still had to get
pemission from the front office to do anythirgut permission for me to make approaches to
Polish officials was more likely to be granted than for my predecessor earlier in theSarjdis.
was able to make official trips for commercial purposes to Gd&uwynia, Sczcecin, Lodz, and
Krakow on commercial businedsvas always accompanied by another Embassy officer.

| was one of the first Embassy officers to travel outside of the immediate environs of Warsaw

and Poznan, where we had a consular officeh@Atime | wondered why someone as junior as |

was apparently being given greater latitude than more senior offictalking back, | have

concluded it was a deliberate decision on the part of the Ambasgadck.trips by a junior

commercial officer,icoul d be argued, was not really a de
It was a positive signal on our part, without involving officials in War<aertainly the

prospects for any commercial benefits accruing from these trips were miRimdl. a n d 6 s

ecoromic situation was pretty desperate, and individual enterprises lacked authority to do any
substantial buyingBecause of chronic hard currency shortages, those decisions were made by
high-level officials in Warsaw, people with whom contact was forbiddetheé Ambassador.

241



Q: Did we have any trade fairs going on?

MORLEY: Yes, we participated every year in a trade fair in PoZhla@.sponsor of our exhibit

was the United States Information Agency, not the Department of Comr8eroge did things
along thdines of the kitchen display in Moscow that tRéice President Nixon made famous
because of a conversation with Khrushchés remember, the kitchen debatée tried to use

the Poznan fair to impress ordinary Poles with the quality of life in the UsteetdsWe made

little effort to sell U.S. products and servicksvas propagandariented.Frank Shakespeare

was the head of USIAde characterized Eastern Europe as a major Cold War battleground, and
did not hesitate to take advantage of every oppdsyttio score points with the Polish people at

the Poznan failHe did the same in Brno, in Czechoslovakia, and in other Eastern European
countries.

Q: How did this display seem to go over with the Polish citizens?

MORLEY: The Polish Government would hepreferred that we had a commercial display, but
the Poles were glad that we had a presdhdehad to be a presence sponsored by USIS, so be
it. Ordinary Poles wanted to see something from the United Stdte$0lish government was
willing to accepta USIA-sponsored exhibiThat's the way it was for several years.

Q: Did you get any feeling about how the Poles officially and in general looked upon the
Soviets?

MORLEY: My impression was that they looked upon the Soviets as a fact of life, thatidméy
particularly like their relationship with the Soviets, but they had to accept it, that they realized
their dependence on the Soviet Union politically, militarily, and economiddldyy of them
resented that they had to sell to the Soviet Unidrerahan to Western Europe and the United
StatesBut again, it was accepted as a fact of ifse.was the case of my previous experience in
Norway, most of the members of the Polish government had had terribly experiences in World
War Il. They accepted threality in the aftermath that the Soviet Union ran their part of the
world and they were going to try to make the burden as easy a one as pohsifoleas the
attitude.They accepted that neither the United States nor Britain nor anybody else could do
anything.We couldn't.

In contrast, when opportunities arose, Poles made plain their respect and admiration for the

United States. r emember seeing the moon | anding and |
being broadcast live on Polish TVhe nextday, the Embassy was mobbed by thousands of
people wanting AApoll oo butt onsAntipaingesombéer t ok
demand we had set up a table in front of the Embassy, but soon had to retreat into the building

and hand out buttortirough windowsA little while after, the Poles staged a major military

parade in memory of Pol an diieeventwds well attendedioy dur i n
Poles sporting Apollo buttons.

Q: How about attitudes toward East Germany?

MORLEY: East Grmany specifically or Germany in general?
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Q: Just Germany.

MORLEY: As far as Germany was concerned, generally, the Poles still had a historical

animosity, fear of the Germans and, frankly, wanted the United States and Britain and the Soviet
Union to ke@ Germany partitioned as long as possiBléeivided Germany was in the interests

of Poland As long as Germany was divided, it was not a threat to Pdast.Germany was

therefore a necessary fact of life should be accet¢dh er t han thimkanuch t hey di
about East Germany.

The Federal Republic was not perceived as a threat because, Poles believed, it could not pursue
political and military policies significantly different from NATO, and especially the United
States and Britain.

In the eyes bthe Poles, Germany precipitated two World Wars, and in both cases, Poland
became a major battlefield and suffered immengety. arrangement that kept the German
threat at bay was in their interests, even if it meant subservience to Moscow.

Q: What wasyour impression of the Polish economy in those days?

MORLEY: The Polish economy was stagnatiMy. tour there was toward the end of the

Gomulka governmenthile he had promised reforms when he assumed the position of First
Secretary of the Communist Pgrin fact meaningful reform had not been undertaken and the
economy had suffered as a res@h.far as we could determine, there was no real economic

growth. There was unrest in the ranks of lald@oland was not competitive in world markets.

Internally, Poland depended entirely too much on an archaic system of agriculture. Much of the

work was done using horses on small plots of |&edtilizer was not readily available to the

average farmekew tractors were used except on state farms. It is woritignibtat much of

Pol andds agricultural | and remained in privat

In contrast, in the industrial sector, Poland was sort of a clone of the Soviet Darorg the

period that | was there, they had large factohes produced steel or ships or whatever, big
conglomerates, big centers of productiNobody starved, but the enterprises were neither

efficient nor competitive by world standards, and had to be heavily supported by the government.

Q: What about the Cheh?

MORLEY: The Church was a very strong factor, a very political factor; it had to walk a very
tight line, but it was the only real independent voice in Poland at the time | wasMlosté?oles
were and probably still are members of the Catholic Chdiolre was strong public support
within Poland for allowing the Church to continue its independent exist€heeChurch had to
make some compromises, but if Poland was unique in what we used to call the Soviet Bloc of
nations, it was these two thingsgriculture remained in private hands by and large and the
Polish church remained independent and a source of difficulty for the Polish government.

Q: While you were in Poland, did you have any problems with the security service there?
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MORLEY: | didn't hawe any problems with the security servibty family did not. They were
omnipresentThey always had somebody observing us from outside the Hbusewent

someplace, they would follow u.we went down to southern Poland on a fishing expedition,

we hadto notify the Polish government in advance and we were followed by what they called the
"UB," the local security servic&o, they were there all the tinfgut they never gave us any
problems or difficulties, ndOn the contrary, one time, when | was gpfishing in southern

Poland near the Czech border, the UB guy caught up, waved me over, and said, "You missed a
turn back there.That's one of these little stories that you hear.

Q: About five years before, the GSO had been trapped in sort of a spyitinag young Polish
woman.Were you under any particular restraints or precautions?

MORLEY: No more than usualWhen we went into the embassy, we were given a lengthy
briefing by the security officeFamily members, as appropriate, were also broudiot ithe
same purposéy children were too young, but my wife was involvéfidny children had been
15 or 16 years old, they would certainly have been involved.

Q: Who was the ambassador when you were there?
MORLEY: Walter Stoessel.
Q: He was an old Easrn European hand.

MORLEY: Oh, yesHe became subsequently ambassador in Bonn and ambassador in Moscow.
He spent most of his time in Central and Eastern Europe.

Q: How did he operate?

MORLEY: Very aloof.But again, you know, you have to understandoxeod | was therdt

was a very stressful period in our relationship with Poland because of the invasion of
Czechoslovakiade had a difficult hand to plaiie was pretty hard nosed about making sure

that people towed the lin.was very difficult- atthe beginning, impossibleto get his

permission to undertake any initiatives with Polafgere was not much in the way of initiatives
that were approved in that first year that | was there, practically nothing, because of the invasion
of Poland.

Q: Did you feel the heavy hand of the Polfsinerican community in the embassy, the influence
in all sorts of ways of PolisAmericans coming back to visit their homeland?

MORLEY: The PolishAmericans, to the best of my knowledge, did not have a significant
influence on our policy toward Polanthey accepted iPoland was a member of the Warsaw
Pact and they accepted that Poland was dominated by the Soviet Union and SovietTjwitecs.
were efforts at the margins to make Poland a special $pseial legslation was passed, for
example, to permit United States funds to help support a children's hospital in Krakow, and for
other specifically humanitarian purpos@s. aid program was possible in Poland through the
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