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INTERVIEW

Q: Whatis yourfull, official name?

BREMER:L. PaulBremer,lll.

Q: Howdid Jerry comeout of Bremer?

BREMER: | wasnamedafter my grandfathewho wasalive whenl wasborn HewasL.
PaulBremer,Sr.andmy fatherwasL. PaulBremer,Jr. Theywantedto honormy
grandfathebut my fatherwascalledPaul,andtheyd i dwaittio havetwo fiPaul®
runningaroundthe house Sotheynamedme aftermy grandfatherJerrywasmy name
for my saintday.l wasbornonSt.J e r o Dey b bwasJerryfrom theday| wasborn.
Q: Whatdoeso Lstandfor?

BREMER:Lewis.

Q: Whenandwherewereyouborn?



BREMER:I wasbornjust outsideof Hartford, Connecticuin Septembefl941.
Q: Whereoutside?

BREMER: Simsbury My fatherwasateachematthe WestminsteB o y Scl@oolatthat
time, just beforePearlHarbor.He andmy mother,who wasa youngbride,wereliving at
theWestminsteiSchool.

Q:L e tstarsonyourf a t hsidea;whatdoyouknowaboutyourf a t hsida? 0 s

BREMER:Not anawful lot. Theywereoriginally from NorthernGermany presumably
atsomepoint from Bremenbecauséremermeansitizen of Bremen.Theyseemto have
cometo the United Statesvhenthe Germarmigrationscamein the middle of the 19"
century,roughlyahundredandfifty yearsago.

Q: Theywerewhatwecallthe6 4 8 er s 6 .

BREMER: Yes,in thatsameperiodwhenmanylrish andGermansame.l d o rkidow
very muchaboutit. My grandfatheandgrandmothepn thatside lived in asmalltown
outsideof New York in New JerseyTheywerenotwell off. | d o rthink theywerepoor,
but neitherweretheywell off.

Q: Do youknowwhathewasdoing?

BREMER:He wasa collegetrainedengineerHe died someyearsafterthe birth of our
first child, Paul.

Q: Yourfather.Whatsort of upbringing

BREMER: He attendedublic schoolsin New Jerseyandthenwentto Hamilton.He
wentratheryoungandgraduatedt theageof 20. He hada significantlanguage
capabilitywhich eventualy becameamportantto my careerandhewasanexcellent
athlete He wasanalternatan the Olympic Gamesdn 1936in fencingafterhegraduated
from Hamiltonwhichwasin 193. He wenton to geta MastersDegreefrom Hamilton
thenextyear.

Q: Hamiltonbeng a collegein upstateNewY ork.

BREMER:He becameteacheiof French ltalian andLatin andt h awthaiteok him to
WestminsterHe taughtlanguageshereuntil the war brokeout.

Q: Onyourmo t h s®de;Wreredid theycomefrom?
BREMER: My mothe sidewasmoremixed.Herf a t HaenilydvasScottishand

cameto the United Statesalong time ago,in the early 19" century Theyseento have
beenquitewell off asearlyasthelate 19" century Theywereinvolvedin financial



businessbothinsuanceandstockbrokering.Hermo t h fdevéasGermanHer
maidennamewasGruncdher. | d o rkidow muchaboutmymo t hm o o Is ®de bus
my mothergrewup with herparentsandfamily in Rye,New York, outsideof New York
City. My grandfatherherfathe, by the 1920swasinvolvedin the stockmarketand
seemgo havevery cleverlygottenout of the marketbeforethe crash,sohewasableto
preservehis assetsShehadcertainlya privilegedchildhood.

Q: Did shegoto college?

BREMER: Shedid. ShestartedSarahLawrencebeforethewar butthengot marriedand
droppedout. Shehadfinishedtwo years But shewentbackto SarahLawrencesome30
yearslater. Shewoundup graduatinghe sameyearherdaughtermy sisterLyn,

graduatedrom SarahLawrencein 1967.My motherthenwentonto becaneateacher.

Q: Howdid your motherandfathermeet,do youknow?

BREMER: Theymetin Vero BeachFloridawhereherparentshada house My father
wasin Floridaasatutorfor anotherfamily.

Q: Wereyoutheonly child?
BREMER:No, | wastheoldestof five.
Q: GoodHeavensSol w o na8kiwhatyour motherwasdoingfor manyof thoseyears.

BREMER: Well, sheraisedthefirst threeduringthewar. My fatherwasin thenavyand
subsequentlyheyhadtwo morechildren. After thewar, shetaughtherselfphotography
andbecamea very suacessfulprofessionaphotographewhich careershepursuedor
morethan20 years-- until shewentbackto college.Thereshestudiedart historyand
subsequentlpecamea collegelevd teacherof thatsubject.

Q: Do youknowmuchaboutyourf a t mavaléxgerience?

BREMER: Againit wassomewhatelevantto my decisia to go into public service.
After PearlHarbor,whenhewasstill teachingmy fatherdecidedhe neededo getinto
thenavy.He wastall andverythin andwasin fact undertheweightlimit, whateverit
wasin thosedays,to getinto the navy. Sowhenhewentto therecruitingoffice, hebent
his kneeshopingto takea coupleof inchesoff his heightsothathewould fall within the
weight.He wasacceptecandcommissione@sa Lieutenant| amsurethattherecruiting
officer knewexactlywhathewasdoing.l t hardto imaginethatanyrecruitingofficers
werebeingvery fastidiousaboutmetricsin thewakeof the attack. Sohewentinto the
navy.He servedon convoysdoingescortduty andthey protecedour shippingagainsto
attackU-boatsbetweerthe Gulf of Mexico andthe EastCoastandeventuallyalso
convoyscrossinghe Atlantic.

Q: Did sort of the navyexperencesort of permeatehe family?



BREMER:No, thenavyitself wasnot abig thing. But whatwascertainlyimportantin
my decisionsubsequentlyo join the ForeignServicewasmyf a t herystboagbelief,
which he oftenrepeatedroundthe dinnertable to the children,thatwe hadbeenlucky to
havebeenbornin thegreatestountryandatawonderfultime; soeverycitizenowed
somepublic servicebackto his countryif hecoulddoit. It wasaveryimportantconcept
to me

Q: Towardtheendof thewar waswhenyoucomeinto remembranceéWhatwasyour
fatherdoing?

BREMER: At theendof thewar hewentinto businessinternationabusinesswhich
againhadsomeeventualinfluenceon me.He wasinitially working for a coupleof
Germancompaniesnvolvedin theclothingindustry,yarnandclothingindustry.He
stayedn internationabusinesgor therestof his life.

Q: Wheredid yougrow up then?

BREMER:Duringthewar, we lived in Rye,New York. My motherandthreeoldest
childrenlived with herfamily duringthewar sincemy fatherwason navyduty andaway
mostof thetime. Welived in Ryefor a coupleof yearsafterthewar andthenwe moved
to New CanaanConnecticuin 1947,whichis wherel grewup.

Q: Early postwar NewCanaanwhatwasit like?

BREMER:Well, it wasnotasfancyasit subsequentlpecamelt wasa prettyquiet
place.lt wasliterally attheendof arailroadline, whichit still is. | would haveto check
whatthe populationwasbut it wasmaybelOor 12,000.It wasa smallplace My father
wasworkingin New York soit wasalong commutefor him; butto meit wasavery
happyplaceto grow up. It wassuburbannot quite countrysideput it wasa very happy
place.

Q: Did youhavea towngreenandall that?
BREMER:We hada God 6 acretown greenwith threechurchesonit.

Q: L e ttadk a bit aboutfamily life. Youmentionedalking aroundthetable.Wasthis sort
of a featureof life, everybodygettingtogetherand havingmealstogetherandall that?

BREMER:It was;althoudh with threeolderchildren,thena gapof eightyearsandthen
two morekids, we werealmosttwo families. But we did gettogetherat dinner;atleast
we tried to eatdinnerstogetherif my fathergothomein time from New York. Therewas
alwaysalot of talk aroundthetable.

Q: Wheredid your family fall politically?



BREMER: My fatherwasa staunchRepublicana conservativlRepublicanMy mother
waslesspolitically active.It wasnot somethinghatshespentalot of time on.

Q: Did world eventscone up at thetable?

BREMER: Yes, quiteoften. My fatherwasvery interestedn world eventsandwith his
backgroundvith languagesndthefactthathewasin internationabusiness,
internationakffairswasoftendiscussedroundthetable.It wascertanly anearly
interestof mine.l remembewgettinginvolvedin my first real historyclassin seventh
grade.l startedrFrenchin eighthgradeandhadanexcellentclassin internationakelations
in ninth grade.| remembeprogressionn thatperiodwhereinternationahffairsbecame
moreimportantto meandlanguage.

Q: How aboutreligion?

BREMER: My parentsnvereboth Episcopaliandut theywerenot big believers We went
to churchwhentheydecidedo goto church.

Q: Soit wasnota majorinfluence.
BREMER:No.

Q: L e ttadk aboutgrowingup asa kid in NewCanaan.Whatdid youdo through
elementaryschool?

BREMER:I playedsomesports.l took up golf. My fatherwasoftenthe club champion,
sol playedgolf althoughl wasnevercloseto his level. That wasmy major summersport
andthenwe skiedin thewinter. | hadlots of friends.| wasin the sameschoolfrom
kindergarterthroughninth gradesoyou form alot of friendships.

Q: NewCanaan

BREMER:New CanaarCountryDay School,a privateschool.

Q: Wereyoumuchof a reader?

BREMER:Not agreatreade. Whatgot meinto reading,interestinglyenoughwas
sciencdfiction. | startedreadingHeinleinandtheseguysin the fourth or fifth grade.That
gotmeinto reading.Thenwhenl startedgettinginterestedn historyandinternational

affairs,| startedo readhistory.

Q: In schoolwasthereanythingthat particularly, a subjectyouparticularly liked anda
subjectyoud i dlike® t

BREMER:I liked historyandinternationakelations.| foundlanguegesinteresting
already.| startedLatin in thefifth or sixth gradeandFrenchin theeighthgrade.l liked



those.l wasgoodin mathuntil laterwhenl hit calculus,atwhich point| derailedon
math.l d o rré@imembernysubjectl particularlyd i dliked Itprobablyhavesuppressed
it.

Q: Anyteachernn elementaryschoolthat you particularly recall?

BREMER: Yes, my seventhgradehistoryteacheraguy namedBensorwasvery good.
RaymondBurnsandhis wife in ninth gradetaughtwhatwe would call international
relationsor socialstudies Theywerevery goodandquiteliberal. Sol gotanearly
opportunityto try out my increasinglyconservativeriews. Theywerea goodand
sympathetidoil. My first FrenchteachetMme Liotard wassuperbandhadabig
influenceon my life. Fromthefirst day, sheneverspokeaword of Englishin our class--
atthattime aratherrevolutionarysystemcalledfi | meethoded i r e Shéwagaterrific
teacherThosethreemadeabig impressioron me.

Q: Youfinishedninth gradewhen?
BREMER:1956.
Q: At thattimehadsort of the Cold War intrudedinto NewCanaanat all?

BREMER: Obviouslyit hadintruded.Like mostschoolchildren,we hadfi d uand

c o v exercisedrom timeto time. Sothatgaveusatleasta senseof the dangerf
atomicweapons1956was,of coursetheyearof the HungarianRevolutionandthe Suez
Crisisbutfrankly | d o rré@imembethoseeventsmakinganimprint on me. Thoughwhen
| wentawayto schoolin thefall of 1956,at Andover,| metseveraHungariarboyswho
hadfled the countryduringthe uprising.

Q: It wouldhavebeenearlier on but| waswonderingwhetheryour fatherbroughthome,
did heevertalk aboutthe McCarthyperiod?

BREMER:I amsurehedid butl d o rrémember.

Q: Whenyoufinishedat CountryDay, wheredid yougo?

BREMER:| wentto Philips AcademyAndover.In thosedaysthe New CanaarCountry
Schoolwhich only wentthrough9™ grade tendecto feedto thevariousprepschools.
Someof my classmatesventto the high school.The New Canaarhigh schoolin those
dayswasnotasgoodasit subsequentihasbecomebecausehetown did notyethave
thetaxbaseSol wentto Andoverfor the lastthreeyearsof high school.

Q: I spentfour yearsat Kent.| sayfour yearson mykneeslt wasrun by monksn those
days.

BREMER: Our sonwentto Kent. He lovedit.



Q:1d i d Attheendl really appreciatedt. Butit tookaboutfour years.
BREMER:He madehis deepestriendsat Kent.
Q: Howdid youfind Andover?

BREMER:Id i dlikeitt | wasvery smallfor my ageandtherewasstill quitealot of
hazinggoingon at boardingschoolsin thosedaysandl wasmercilesslyhazedl did not
havea happytime. It wasabig school;there wereoverathousandstudents.

Q: I wentto SetonDay Hall for a coupleof monthsthere.

BREMER:I t afm®stacollegesizewith averylargecampusSoif youweresmall,asl
was,andnotinvolvedin sportsit waseasyto getlost. Theadvantagdor mewasthat|
actuallystudiedat Andover,aclaim | cannotsafelymakefor my time atcollege | was
involvedin someextracurriculamctivities-- but, basically,| woundup studyingandthat
wasprobablygoodfor me.

Q: Again,howdid youfind theteaching?

BREMER: Theteachingwasexcellent.l continuel with French Latin andmathasa

focusat Andover.l did well until | gotto calculuswhich really derailedmy mat career

butl continuedFrenchandLatin, | mentionedmy fatherhadtaughtLatin andl hadone

of thoseconversationghateverysoneventially haswith his fatherwherel saidl have
hadenoughLatin. | haddonefive or six years.He said,ii N ¢qu shouldcontinueL at i n 0
andl said,fiButi ta@eadanguageWhatusecanit b e Pi@said,filt will helpyouin

your futurewith otherlanguage andevenwith E n g | Dfscdursa ignoredmy father,
stopped_atin andhewasabsolutelyright. | shouldhavecontinued.

Q: | havediscoveredmyfathertold meall sortsof things.He wasa salesmarandall of
a sudderdoingthisjob I havenow,| use an awfully lot of salestalk.

BREMER:Noneof useverlistento ourfathers.t is agoodlessonandonel, without
notablesuccesstry to useon my son.

Q: Did youfind youwereableto partakeof life in Bostonat all?

BREMER:No, we wereprettywell lockedup. At mostwe hadtwo weekendssemester

or somethingandl usuallytried to go backhometo Connecticuwvhenl could.ld i d n 6t
getinto Bostonvery often.

Q: WasAbbott Academyproducingyoungladies?

BREMER: Abbott Academywasdowntheroadat thattime, separatérom Andover We

alsod i dhav@emuchcontactwith them To our constantlisappointmentheruleswere
all alsoratherrigorouslypoliced



Q: Whileyouwerethere,wereyou pointedtowardsanything,| meanwereyouthinking
aboutanything?

BREMER:I guesd would saymy interestcontinuedto bein historyandinternation&
relationsthroughmy studiesBut | would notsayl hadanyrealfocus.My extracurricular
interestwasin music.l hadstudiedpianofrom the ageor five or six andl liked music.
My fatherwasa very goodmusicianwhich wentwith his languagesAt Andoverl joined
thebandwhichin football seasorwasthe marchingbandandtherestof the seasowas
theschoolorchestra.

Q: Thereyouwerewith your piano.

BREMER: No actually,therel wasin the percussiorsectionin theband.In themarching
band,l carriedandplayeda hugebassdrum,which essentiallydwarfedme. If | suggested
thatsomeonelike my parentscometo afootball gameto seemeplayingin theband,all
theycouldseewasthis mysteriouslymovingdrum Senioryearsomefriendsandl
established Dixielandband.We playedat the schoolanddid someconcertsn New
England We werenot great,but we hada lot of fun.

| d o nthink | would sayduring my time at Andoverl hadaclearfocusonlife.

Q: Lookingbackonit, did Andoversincewell, two of our presidentdhavecomeout of
Andover;bothBusheaventto Andoverd i dthe§?t

BREMER:I guess) knowthisonedid. | d o rréimemberbouthis father.

Q: Did youhaveanyparticular, lookingbackonit, did this giveyoucontactsto the
world?

BREMER:No. | havenevermademucheffort to stayin touchwith my Andover
colleaguesBut | did getavery good,solid educatiorthere.l havebeenbad to Andover
only oncein 47 yearsandl w o ngb backagain | amsureit is averyfine institution but
| did nothavea happytime there.

Q: Fair enough.

Youwerethereduring the latter part of the Eisenhowegears.Did you haveanyfeelfor
politics?

BREMER:I will tell you onethingthatmadeabig impressioron mewasSputnik.|
think Sputnikwaslaunchedn thefall of 6 5 ["heardthatit wasgoingto passoverhead
wherewe couldseeit andl remembegoingouton avery cold New Englandnight, |
think in Novemberandstandingn thesocceffield in thedarkandwatchingSputnikgo
over.It madequiteanimpressioron me.Did | thenthink of the broaderimplication?No,
butit wasa prettyimpressivgustthesame.



Q: Normallyonethinksof Andover particularly feedinginto Harvard andall. What
happenedvith you?

BREMER:Actually, in thosedaysAndoverfed Yale andExeterfed Harvard.l wentto
Yale with anumberof my classmatefrom Andover.l graduatedn 6 5 IBappliedfor
earlyadmissiomat Yale.| wasacceptedn Decembenf 6 5a®dwentto Yalein
Septembefl959.

Q: Soyouweretheclassof6 6 3 ?
BREMER:6 6 y&s.
Q: Whenyougotthere,howdid youfind Yale?

BREMER: It wasa great,refreshingchange Freedomwasthe mostimportant
impressionAndoverfelt rathermonasticandyou werepretty constrained.

| wentinto a programwhich | think hasrecentlybeenrevivedatYalecalledé di r ect e d
s t u dli wvasdi@ppedfor someyearsfor beingpolitically incorrectin its emphasi®on

the iWesterncanor of learning.l did notapplyforthisi d i r & € t1 eéAbérecall,

Yale advisedmeto takethatcourseof studieswhich wasinvolvedtakingrelatedcourses.
Therewasa philosophycourseanarthistorycourse a coursein literatureanda coursen
history, all of which startedback,not quite in pre historicbutl e sagasleastGreek

times So you would bereadingGreekphilosophersstudyingGreekart history,reading
GreekliteratureandgettingGreekhistory.

Q: Sounddike the HutchinsonSt.J o h Wniversityof Chicago,St.J o h @dllegeidea
of greatbooks.

BREMER:It wasall connectedDS, asit wascalled involveda selectedyroupof
studentsaandsmall classedor the freshmarandsophomoreyears.| foundit very
challengng andstimulating In particular,l enjoyedtheart historycourss. My parents
werebothinterestedn art. My mothereventuallypecameateacherof art historyandwe
hadartaroundthehouse But | hadneverreally thoughtabouttheart until | started
studyingart historyat Yale.

Q: | assumeralewasnot coedat thattime. To turn outwell educatedyentlemenmoreor
less.

BREMER:I d o rkiotvwhattheir curriculumobjectivewasbuttheideabehindtheDS
programwasto exposeyou to the greatthinking of the lastcoupleof millennia.No
womenexceptin thevariousgraduateschools.

Q: I amnotusingthatin a pejorativesenseThisis whatideal collegesshoulddo.

1C



BREMER: Theydroppeddirectedstudiesatsomepoint,| d o rkiotvwhen Apparently
it hasnow beenbroughtbackat Yale.

Q: Did theoutsideworld, both Americanpolitical life andalsoforeignaffairsintrude
much?

BREMER:Yes,by thistime | wasalittle morematureandawareof whatwasgoingon. |
becamenvolvedin theradiostatian at Yale which in thosedayswaslike a club or evena
fraternity. Youhadtol h e @ i 1© u ® beacceptedThesewerethe earlyKennedy
years.| remembervatchingthe overflight of fighter jetsduringthe CubanMissile Crisis
of 1962.1 d o rkidotvwherethosejetswerecomingor wheretheyweregoing but|
remembestandingout andwatchingthemfly overNew Haven.

Q: Did theKennedyelection,the Nixon/Kennedylebatesandall, it is oneof those
landmarkthingsthat peoplewhowentthroughit really got peoplemoreengagedhan
almostanyotherelectionthan| canthink of. Did that?

BREMER:| remembereadingaboutit butl d o nthink | watchedit.
Q: Youw e r eemgégedn that?

BREMER:No. Kennedyvisited Yale while | wasthere,afterhewaselectedpresident,
andl remembewmatchinghis motorcadego downto thegreenin New Haven.lt must
havebeenin 6 6 2 .

Q: Did foreignaffairs, diplomacy,anythingcometo your attentionparticularly?

BREMER: Yes,| wasinterestedn foreignaffairsatthistime. | wasconcernedy

C a s t takeovesf Cubawhichwasin 6 5d@ringmy freshmaryearthere.l remember
beingcritical of the outcomeof the KennedyKhrushchevsummitin Viennain mid6 6 1 ,
whichwasfollowed ratherquickly by the Berlin Wall andthe CubanMissile Crisis. |
remembebeingconcernedhatwe werebeingtoo weak,vis-a-vis the Soviets.

At theradiostation,l eventuallymovedup to becomea memberof the Executive
Committeeor Boardwhich gaveme a chanceo write editorialsfor broad@ast.Sothe
stationbecamenoutletfor my developingnterestin internationakffairs.

Q: Weretherepolitical movementsn the Yalecampushecausehisis usuallywhere
political typestestout their musclesgettingout organizing?

BREMER:I wasin thepolitical union.| hadbeenin somethindike the political unionat
Andoverandl wasin the political unionat Yale. But | wasnot activepolitically except
for my activitiesat theradiostation.

Q: Do yourecall anyteacherghat particularly stud in your mind?
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BREMER: Theonesl recallweremostlyhistoryteachersAt Yale | beganto getdeep
into historyandthehistoryof art. VincentScully wasoneof the greatteacherst Yale.
He taughtart historycoursesJohnMorton Blum, who wasa greatscholarandis still
alive, taughta courseon TeddyRoosevelandearly20" centuryAmericanhistory. Hajo
Holbornwasa masterfulteacherprobablythebestl had He taught19" century
Europearhistory. Thethreeof themreally standoutin my memory

Q: I amtrying to capturethetimes.Whenyouare studyinghistory,| would suspeciAsian
history, African history, Middle Easternhistoryand maybeevenLatin Americanhistory
werenot particularly well pushedasfar as

BREMER:No, | did mostlyEuropean.Yale hada goodChinesehistorydepartmenthat
goesbackto theearlypartof thecentury.

Q: Yalein China.

BREMER:I recallthat| did onesurveycoursein Asianhistory; it did not makea big
impression] wasreally focusedon Europearand Americanhistory.

Q: Had diplomacyasa careercomeacrossyour thinking?

BREMER: It wasprobablyin thebackof my mind. | alwayshadin the backof my mind
myf a t ha@nonitign aboutdoingpublic service.But | would not saythatit wasyet
developedatthatpoint.

Q: Whataboutthe CIA becauséd havecomeat a little bit earlier timebut it wasjust
gettingorganizedl evenappliedfor the CIA andaboutthreeor four of myfraternity
mateswentinto the CIA.

BREMER:I haveafunny story.My junior yearl wasapproachedby a professomwho
said,fi ivantyouto cometo a meetingwith somebody think you shouldmeet.But you
mu s ttefl @ybody.You goto this placeatseveno 6 c¢ latmighkandd o rted t
any b dsdaidn ® K. | tadnoideawhatthe professomwastalking about.This wasnot
goingto beeasybecause¢ hadseverroommatesat this point Sol madeexcuseso my
roommatesandscuttledoff to this meetingwhich turnedout to bewith somebodyrom
the CIA, arecruiteratoneof thed e a Imodsespnly to find oneof my roommatesitting
acrosghetablefrom me atthe meeting We bothlaterhada greatlaughaboutthe
admonitionto tell nobody.l guesst wasarecruitingeffort.

Actually, | wrote my seniorpaperon the Bay of Pigsinvasion,which hadtakenplace

while | wasthere,analyzingwhat| thoughtwerethe mistakegshathadbeenmade,
particularlyby PresidenKennedy.Alan Dullescameto Yale at somepoint thereafteito

do apresentationt guesst wasstill partof therecruitingeffort becausét wasa small
groupof usmeetingwith Dulles.| told him | hadwritten this paperandhesaid,i We | | ,
sendit tome.l dikk to seewhatyous a i Idid. bgotit backfrom him at somepoint
saying,ii N i pcaep ©bviously,l d i dhaveadccesdo anyclassifiedinformationandl
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waswriting it within six or eightmonthsof theinvasionsoit probablymadeno
impressioron Dulles-- if heevenbotheredo readit, which | doubt.l hadthosecontacts
with the CIA andwhenthetime camefor meto think aboutpublic service,CIA wasone
of theoptionsl considered.

Q: To capturethespirit of thetimes,| think thisis verymuchan EastCoast
establishmenplace,aswell asthe Foreign Service.

BREMER:T h atruéasl| amsureyour historyshows.Oneof the smartesthingsthe
ForeignServicedid aboutthis time wasdoingawaywith thelanguagaequirementor
entry. Someoneealizedthatby requiringalanguageo getin, the Servicewas
automaticallyselectinga largepartof Americansocety out of the ForeignService
recruitingpool becaus¢anguagesendedo be studiedmorein the Coastalstateslt was a
very smartthing to dropthelanguageequirementor entry. Basically,you canteach
anyonealanguageSofrom aboutthatperiod,&2 or 6 6 Yunolongerhadto havea
languaget to comeinto the ForeignService.

Q: | tooktheexamin 6 5 Actually,l wasin theserviceandtheyhada languagething
and| tookRussiarbutl d i dpassit butl camein on probation.

Soyouare getting closeto 6 6aBdgraduation.Whither?

BREMER: My fatherhadencourageaneto applyfor businesschoolbecausée, |

think, felt thatl wasa goodcandidatdor internationabusinessvith my languagesnd
his backgroundSol appliedandwasaccepédat HarvardBusinessSchool.But
meanwhilel gotit into my head-- | think my fatherhelpedputit there-- thatl would do
well beforel wentto businesschoolto perfectmy Frenchby goingto schoolin Francel
askedHarvardfor adefermenbn my aaceptancavhich theygrantedne andinsteadwent
to Institut d'etudedPolitiquesof the Universitede Parisfor abouta yearanda half.

Q: Thiswouldbed 673 6 4 ?
BREMER:Yes.
Q: Howdid youfind that?

BREMER:Well, | hadagreattime;| ¢ a rsayltstudiedveryhard.l foundtheFrench
educationabkystemat thatlevel ratherdisappointingwhich is surprisingbecausénstitut
d'etudedPolitiquesis really oneof their best. The problem-- and it certainlyexplodedn
1968-- wasthatthe professorsvere god-like; theyhadalmostno contactwith students..
Soto passacourseall you hadto regurgitatewhatthe professohadsaidin his lectures--
andalmostall the coursesat thattime werelectures.The systemwaswell organized.
Stenographersverealowedto sitin oneveryp r o f elscturasrTideyproduceca
written recordof whatthe professohadsaid,verbatim.A studentcouldgetfrom the
library the printedcopy, calledii p o | y c af gveryghiga professothadsaid
throughouthewholeyea. Soif you couldmemorizewhathe hadsaidandsayit backto
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him -- theexamswereoral -- atthe endof theterm,you passedThis struckmeasa not
very creativeapproactto learning;totally differentfrom the Americanuniversity
experience.

Q: I aminterviewingBethJonesand shewasbroughtup asa Foreign Servicekid and
shewentto schoolin the SovietUnion and Germanyandall whereher fatherwas
stationedand| think shewentto Grinnell andsaidherteachersaid,i A nnthatdo you
think aboutthis, MissJ o n eamdstliefoundherselfabsolutelyfloored; someoneasking
her whatshethought.

BREMER: It wasreally quite symbolic.In thelecturehall, therewasliterally a stagein
thefront. The professordiadtheir own elevatorthatbroughtthemdownbackstagend
theywould walk out ontothe stage delivertheir lecturefor 45 or 50 minutes turn
around,go backstageandtaketheelevatorbackto their offices. Theyd i dkedpaffice
hourssoit wasvery difficult to gotalk to the professorTherewasno interactionwith the
professombout,you know, whatdo you meanwhenyou said,fi d@aulleshouldhave
donethisin 1958insteadoft hat 0 ?

| hada greattime becausell you hadto do wasmemorizewhatthe professorsaid;|
actuallytook exans in threecoursesvherel hadneverattendeda singleclassandnot
evenseentheprofessorl justgotthetranscriptsowardthe endof the year,memorized
whattheysaidandrepeatedt backto the professorsThis left melots of time to explore
Paris

Q: In your contactwith the studentsyastheresort of a track system?heoneswhowere
goingto bethepresidentof Franceandtheelite andall andvariousprefectsandall that,
weretheysort of alreadyidentifiedas beingapart andthenthe foreignerswereoff to one
side?

BREMER: To someextent.We could takeanycoursesve wanted.Sowe weremixedin
with them.It wasclearthe Frenchstudentaveretheelite. Therewasno questionthey
weregoingto bethediplomatsandtheleadersof France Theywerefrom theupper
classe®f FranceHow hardtheystudied,| d o rkidowv. It certainlywasnotrigorous.
You couldgetby with doingvery little, asl did, or | suppose/ou couldputalot intoit. |
h a v etayédn touchwith the Frenchstudentsvho werethere thoughperiodicallyin
my ForeignServicedaysl would meeta graduateof Scienced?o,asthe schoolis known
in France.

Q: Did youhavemuchof a chanceto sit aroundin a caféandtalk to otherstudents?

BREMER:Yes,we did. We spenta lot of time at cafesdrinking beerand| spentalot of
time goingto concertdbecauseny interestin musicwasvery strong.l inheritedfrom my
fathera deeplove of Bach.Therearewonderfulold organsn someof the old churchesn
Paris So | would go throughthe paperin themorningandfind outwherethe best
concertsvere.SoSciences?owasafun time andl certainlyworkedmy Frenchthrough
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prettywell andl supposel learnedsomethings.But | did find the educationakxperience
wassomewhatlisagpointing.

Q: Did youfind the studentsthe Frenchstudentsyeretheyengagedn mattersor were
they,| amthinkingof politics andall that?

BREMER: Therewasquiteabit of politics.| d i dgetinvolved.In thosedaysthe
Frenchunionswereprettywell controlledby the communistsandtheyalwayshad
demonstrationandpostersandmeetingsl d i draafiytgetinvolvedin it.

Q: I amtrying to think; thiswas6 6t86 6 4 ?

BREMER:Yes.
Q: Anything?

BREMER:| remembede Gaulle.This wasa periodafter de Gaullecamebackin power
andhewassubjecta numberof assassinatioattemptsvhile we werethereby the OAS,
thegrouptrying to reasserfFrenchsovereigntyoverAlgeria. | remembemwatchinghis
motorcadego throughtown. It wasreally quiteathing to see;it wascalledii Ifd e c h e 0,
thearrow.He hadmotorcycleoutridersin awedgein front of his car. Thepolicecleared
theroadswell aheadf time andsohis motorcadevent90 or 100 milesanhourdownthe
Parisstreets You werewell advisedto getall theway off the street

Q: Werethereproblemsof bombsgoing off in mailboxesandthat sort of thing?

BREMER: Therewassomebecause¢he OAS wasstill active.At nightyou couldhearthe
OAS sympathizerdlow their hornsastheywentthroughthe streets- it wasaknown
pattern-- fitoot, toot, toot (pausetoot tootd. Which stoodfor i A tegeFranc a i $heyo .
neverforgavede Gaullefor giving Algeriaindependence.

Q: Did youfind the studentsweremanyof themengagedn thator not?

BREMER: Not thatl know of. | think the studentsat Science$?0in thosedayswere
prettymuchestablishmenpeopleandestablishmentamilies. Youw e r dikel§ to find
manyrevolutionarieamongthem.

Q: Did youhaveany contactwith theembassy?

BREMER:No, none.In fact| veryrarelyspenttime ontheRightBank.T h anob s
entirelytruebecause actuallywoundup living onthe Right Bank.| foundonthe
bulletin boardat Scienced?o0somebodywho wantedan Englishspeaketo teachEnglish
andhelptrandate herarticlesinto English Shewasanauthorandsheandherhusband
hada nice apartmentn the 16™ Arrondissementvhich wasa fancyarea Thetroublewas
whattheyofferedto meandwhat| tookwasaroom,afi ¢ h a ndbroen mmad d 6 s
roomwhich waslocatedon the outsideof building. The stairsin thoseold buildingsgo
up theoutsideandthoughl grewupin New England,] hadneverbeenascoldin my life
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asl wasthatwinterin anunheatedoutsideroomin Paris.Ontheotherhand,theroom
costmenothing. Thedealwasl gaveanhouradayof eitherspeakingenglishto themor
translatingherarticlesfrom Frenchinto Englishandthey,in turn,gavemetheroom.The
otherdrawbackwas| only gotto usethe showeronly onceaweek-- this is Frarce after
all.

Q: Did yourtimetheregiveyoua tastefor foreignlife?

BREMER:I supposet hadanimpacton me.| enjoyedliving in Francel hadtraveledto
Europea coupleof timesbeforeasateenagebut this wasthefirst time living abroadand
| enjoyedit.

Q: Wheredid youtravel asa teenager?

BREMER: To FranceandEnglandandduringmy yearanda halfin Parisl traveledall
over Europe northandsouthandonceto EastBerlin.

Q: Did yougo backto businesschool?

BREMER: Yes,thenl wentbackto businesschool.

Q: Youdid that,what,two years?

BREMER:Two years,6 6td0 6 6 .

Q: Thiswasbusinesschoolandthis wasthecasemethodw a s 1?0 t
BREMER:Yes.

Q: Howdid youfind it that?

BREMER:I lovedit. | meanit washardbutyouco u | dinad &liggercontrastfrom the
Frenchsystemof rotelearningto the casemethodwherethe professomwalkedin and
would saywithout furtherado:fi M Bremer,pleaseell usaboutthis case Whatwould
youd o arat h aatl Hels day After your answerheworkedby Socraticdialogueto
drawout your analysisof the case Thenhewould invite, no needto encourageyour
classmateto attackyour analysis It wasthe bestpedagogicatysteml havealwaysfelt
in subsequernitfe whenl did exerciss, military exercise®r diplomaticexercisesatthe
StateDepartmentthatthe casemethodreally bringsoutthe best.It putsyouin asituation
andyou haveto decidewhatyou aregoingto do.Y o u @otte analyzewhatis goingon,
identify andassesgour alternativesandmakea decision-- alwayswith inadequate
information Not muchtime for theories.

Q: Wed o rugethatverymuch.Well,in factour whole,l amtalking aboutthe Foreign
Servicegeducationakystenreally is lackingin that.
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BREMER In my junior officer coursewe did one.l vaguelyremembert hadsomething
to dowith SaudiArabiaandl wasplayingthe ambassadandtherewassomebodyelse
who wasthe assistansecretaryWe did whatyou couldcall a casestudy.l d o rkidow
whethe theydoit anymore.

Q: Theyhadsomethingalledthe mid careerthing that wentoff to St. Michaelsonetime
andl remembemedid somecasethings.l wasa consularofficer basicallymycareer
andl foundwhenwe had caseshowmuchdifferentmythinking wasthansay,political
officers.Usuallyasa consularofficer youhadto makeup your mindsoyoudid it. It is an
interestingprocesdor bothsidesto takea look at eachotherandrealizeyour training
andyour backgrounccangiveyouquitea

BREMER: | thoughtthe casemethodwasterrific. | think it is the bestwayto learn
something.

Q: Thisis oneof the practical thingsl hopewill comeeventuallyin futureyears.People
will comebackto theseoral historiesbecauseve are talking aboutwhatyoudid at
certaintimesandextractfromthis, casesandsee,useit astraining.

Well,thenwhatwereyoulookingat?

BREMER: At businesschoolin thosedaysyou hadno latitudeon whatsubjectsyou
studedthefirst of two years.It wasafixed curriculum.We wereon atrimestersystem
andyou took afixed setof classe®achtrimester Therequiredcoursesvereintendedto
give you afeelfor basicbusinessubjectslike accountingproductionmarketingandso
on. My focusatthistime wason intemationalbusinessBeforel wentto Harvard,| had
askedo haveaforeignstudentasaroommate,preferablyFrenchandtheydid assignme
aFrenchroommate Eddy RousselatThe bestway to copewith theenormousvorkload
attheBusinessschoolis to form whattheycallafi s t g d ¢ wheiyou getanumber
of studentgogetherto analyzethe casedogetherWe hadeightstudentsn the groupwe
pulledtogetherandit wasquiteinternationat- we hadtwo Brits, a Frenchmana
PeruviananAustriananda coupleof Americans And thatencouragednein thesecond
yearto focusmostlyoninternationabusinessanda bit onfinance.

Q: With thisinternationalstudygroup,did youfind that, weresomeof the studentslike
the Peruviantakinga differenttrack or somethingdid youfind therewasa meldingor
not?

BREMER: Yes,eventually.Someof thenon Americansfoundschoolvery hard.Not
surprisingly,my Frenchroommatenvho hadcomethroughthe Frenchsysteml described
foundit verydifficult to understad the professomw a st gotngto tell him theanswer--
thathe hadto comeup with theansweror our studygrouphadto comeup with a
reasonablanalysisof the casethatwe could eachdefendin classthe nextday. Thatwas
true of mostof the EuropeansThe Peruvianwasof Germanextractionsoyou would say
hewasmoreEuropeanThe Europeangoundit quitechallenging.Theyalsohadthe
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languageassue(excepttheBrits). | d o rbiadrmethem. | spokeEnglishandfoundthefirst
yearvery challenging.

Q: TheAmericansystem] d o rki@otvtoday,thingsare changingsomuch,sort of
proveditself for bringing outthe bestin peoplebecausehereis anawfully lot of i Wh a t
doyout h i wedl,ahestyleofit.

BREMER:If you go backto this point| madeaboutthelecturesat Yale. JohnMorton
Blum andHajo Holbornwho weretwo of the professord mentionedtheir coursesvere
amongthemostpopular. Therewere500studentsn thesecoursesbutto getout of the
room,the professohadto walk backup throughtheamphitheatewherehewascertain
to beinterceptedy studentsVery differentfrom the Frenchprofessorsvho just
retreateackstage Basicallyat Yale, eventhe greatprofessorsyould standdownfront
andtakequestiongor anotheralf anhour until the nextclasscamein. Therereallyisin
the Americaneducationakystematleastat its best,this interaction the challengingand
themakingyou think on your own.

Q: Weare gettingupto what,6 6 7 ?
BREMER: Thesummerof 6 6 6 .
Q: Thenwhat?

BREMER: My fatherwho wasstill in internationabusinessaid,i T hid treetime for
publics e r v \Wewereimthemiddleof awar.As | havetold you sinceyou were
young,e v e r vy lyaitd dopublicservice.Y o u @atyoureducationy o u gotrte
pay your debtto thecountrythroughpublics e r v $o¢ veent@utandinterviewedat the
CIA, the StateDepartmentandthe Departmenbf Commercesincel wasgettinga
businesslegreel talkedto Navyintelligence armyintelligence;l did avarietyof
interviewsandtook the ForeignServiceexam,the written exam.| took it in Decembenf
my secondyearat Harvard,passedhatexamandwenton andtook the oral examin
Bostonsame monthslaterandpassedhat. Thathelpedme decideto join the Foreign
Service.l hadin mindthatl would bein the ForeignServicefor a coupleof years,maybe
threeor four,0 paymy debtto society, asmy fathercalledit, andthengointo business,
perhapgoining him in businessvhich | knewwashis hope.

Q: Thiswasthe honeytrack or whateveryousay.Somanycomein andthereis
somethingaddictiveaboutthe Foreign Service.

BREMER:I got marriedright after| graduatecindmy wife who hadalsostudiedhistory
at collegesharedmy interestin internationakffairsand we neverlookedback.We stayed
in for 23 years

Q: L e ttafk a little aboutthe Foreign Serviceexam.How did youfind thewritten exam?
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BREMER:You know, | took thewritten examwith afriend from businesschool,a
classmatevho wasanengineerHe graduatedn thetop 1% at the businesschool,soa
very brightguy. We traveledto Lowell andtook the examandon theway backin thecar
hewassaying,fi G o thadtwasalot harderthanl thought.Theyshowedhatpictureand
askedwhetherit wasa Monet or aDavid or somethingl h a d thed to g g il said,fi O o
courset was aMonet,it waseasyto see But the questionthatreally botherednewas
whentheyshowedthatdiagramandaskedis it amoleculeorana t o hhadnoidea
whichit was.He sad, i We of tourseit wasamo | e cSoWwexondudedhatthe
examwasprobablywasquitefair becausée wasstumpedoy alot of thingsl foundeasy
andl d i dhawed clueaboutthe stuff hecoulddo.

Q: How abouttheoral exam?How did youfind it? Thiswassort of threeonone,wa s n 6 t
it?

BREMER: Threeonone.| ratherenjoyedit. | tookit in Bostonandtheyknewmy
backgroundpbviously,sotheyputmein a seriesof situations.Theonel remembemwasl
wasthe Frenchconsulgenerain Bostonand | hadbeenaskedo, | think it wasto give a
Fourthof July speector do somethingaboutLexington,l d o rkidotv. Theysaid,i Wh a t
areyougoingtos ay ? 0

Sothenl hadto think on my feetasa Frenchmamowthinkingi w hveotild| s a yThey
did anumterof those,l d o rmréimembethe otheronesbutthatonestuckin my mind. |
ratherenjoyedtheexam

Q: | gavethatexam,| wasoneof thetravelingpeoplethiswasin thed 7 ansllater |

think mainly becausef pressurefrom equalrights people thequestionsa r e fittei to
theperson.

BREMER:No, becaus¢heyarenot allowedto know anythingaboutthe person
anymore.

Q: | t coasybutit is whathappensavhensort of thelawyersgetinto it.

BREMER: It wasreally ratherfun andin thosedaystheytold you right away,within half
anhouraftertheexam | satin someroomandtheycameout andsaidfiyou passed.

Q: I tookminebackin 6 Safdtheysaid,youknow,youpassed.
BREMER:Yes,theytold youright away.

Q: Yougotmarriedbeforeyoucameinto the Foreign Service?
BREMER:Yes.

Q: Canyoutell mesomethingaboutthe backgroundf your wife?
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BREMER:Frange -- FrancedMcKeeWinfield -- wasbornin St. Paulayearlaterthan
me,in 1942 . Herfatherwasin internationabusinessoo andthenmovedto St. Louis
whereshestayeaduntil shewas12 whenshemovedto ConnecticutSheattendedvhat
wasthencalledConnecticutCollegefor Womenwhich wasaboutanhourfrom New
Haven We metata Dixieland concertthere

Q: ConnecticuCollegefor Womenwasbasicallypart of the,| guessttwa s @ € v e n
s i s buwirwasdamncloseto it. It wasverymucha major, major school.

BREMER: It wasagoodschool.

Q: Youcameinto the Foreign Servicein?
BREMER:In Augustof 6 6 6 .

Q: I assumg/ouwent to an A-100course?
BREMER:Yes.

Q: Howwasit constitutedand whatwasyourimpressiorof howyouweretrainedand
thepeoplein it?

BREMER:I d o nm@nembearlot of it. In thosedaysafairly largeclass-- | think there
wereb54 of us. It ranthe gamutfrom two peoplewho hadno degreegrom collegeto a
coupleof PhDsandabunchof peoplein betweenSomepeoplehadno languagessome
hadseveralanguagesl remembethe consulampartbeingquiteprecisel w o u | sayito t
wasintensebutit wasobviouslymaterialyou hadto learn.Therewasthelaw, the FAM,
you hadto learnit.

| remembeg lectureon cultureby a guy namedBostain.A very amusingjnformed
lectureaboutculturaldifferences.

| passedny languageexamin Frenchanddid reasombly well in Spanistsol wasnoton
languageprobation.

| hawe to go backallittle bit. After weremarried,Francieandl droveto Washingtorand

we stoppedo visit hercousin,who wasteachingat Princeton He wasaretiredForeign
ServiceOfficer, Leon PoulladaLeonhadbeenin Africa, andservedasambassadot,

think to Togo.Whatis relevantis we spentthe night with him andbeforedinnerhe
showedsomemovies,astheywould bein thosedays,of histime in AfghanistanHe had
beenaneconomicofficerin Afghanistanin theé 5 @GnslhadbeenJamesMi chener 6's
control officer whenMichenertraveledaroundcollectinginformationfor Caravansthe
book.We wereratherstruckby thesepicturesof Afghanistan.

Whenl gotin the ForeignServiceandthe questioncame whereshould! askto go, | had
threeprinciples:l wantedto go to a partof theworld | hadneverbeento before;l wanted
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to goto amediumsizedembassyvherel figured| would getresponsibility;andl wanted
to goto adevelopingcountrybecausé hadbeenin Europeandhadseenthedeveloped
world but | wantedto servein acountrythatw a s de@etopedSowhenthetime came
roundfor requestingny first post,| putdownKabul. The peoplein personnelvere
obviouslyflabbergasted. dond think anybodyhadeveraskedfor Kabul. Theyobviously
said,fii L e dethim out of herebeforehe canchangehismi n @heyjpulledmeout of
the Consularcourseandtwo weekslaterwe weregone.Sowe werevery happythatwe
hadseenLeonPoulladaandseensomethingaboutAfghanistanlt fit all my
requirementsit wasa partof theworld I h a d lmeénto, amediumsizedpostanda
developingcountry.We woundup in Kabul ratherquickly.

Q: WasVietnam,it hadto bea factor.

BREMER: It wasafactorin our classbecauset thattime theunmarriedmenin our class
basicallywereassignedo Vietham.Married officerswerenot atthattime,in lated 6 6 ,
assignedo Vietnambecausé wasanunaccompanietbur. Someof my unmarried
classmatewventto Vietnam.| wentto Kabul.

Q: Did youhaveanyfeelingsaboutVietham?By 6 61@ o rthinkit wasthat
controversial.

BREMER:No, it wa s hdda nmdnembestrongfeelingsaboutit oneway or the other.
It wasnotthatcontroversialasyou say.

Q: Kabul,youweretherefromd 6t®?

BREMER:We wenton atwo yeartour butwe wereshortenedy directtransfertwo-
thirdsof thewaythrough.

Q: WhatwasKabul like in Afghanistarat thattime?

BREMER: It wasa bit of a contradictoryplacein the sensdhatit wasextremely

primitive. Ontheotherhand,from a political point of view, it was-- | certainlywo u | d n 0 t
sayit wasprogressive- buttheyhada constitutionalmonarch Zahir Shah.Therewasa
parliamentaloyajirga.Political life wasconstrainedpbviously.But | think thething
thatstruckme mostwhenwe weretherewashow primitive it wasparticularlywhenyou
gotoutsideof Kabul, you felt like nothinghadchangedor athousandyears,which more
orlessthadnot .

Kabulwasa city of threequatersof amillion peoplein thosedays,thesizeof
WashingtonNoneof the streetshadnamestherewereno traffic lights, andtherewere
openseweronthesideof all of thestreetsTherewerecamelsanddonkeysandGod
knowswhat.Oneof thefirst impressiongominginto Kabulwasof peoplepushingcars
alongthe streetsitherbecaus¢heyc o u | afforddhe gasor becausehe carneeded
repairs Soratherthanhavea cardrive, you hadficarspusheré all overthe place
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Q: Whowastheambassador?

BREMER:JohnStesveshadjustleft whenl gotthereandRobertNeumanrcamemaybe
amonthafter| gotthere.ArcherBlood waschargéwhenl gotthere | think Neumann
camewithin amonthor two.

Q: Howdid youfind theembassy?

BREMER:Froma physicalpointof view, we wereworking out of whatwasthencalled
fithe old embassy which wasaramshackleompoundl wasthe consularofficer. The
fellow | wasreplacinggot pulledout earlyfor medicalreasonsandt h awthyotleywere
ableto assignmesoquickly.

Q: ArcherBloodwasquite a figure. He wasoneof thesepeoplewhochallengedhe
systemgquite appropriately,l guesspothin Bangladestandalsoin Greece How did you
find him?

BREMER:I thoughthe wasfair, toughmindedbut fair. | will tell you aninterestingstory
from my first weektherethathasalwaysstuckwith me.l wasthe consularofficer and|
showedup for work, literally thefirst day,andtherewasan Indianconsularassistantvho
camein andsaid,i Mi SoandSois hereto talk to youaboutherv i saadbegaveme
thefile. Her husbandvasa studentin New York, at Columbia,l think andshewantedto
go visit him for ChristmasThis wasin Novemberandin thosedaysyou hadto fill outa
form; | think it wascalledan|-20. You had to havepermissiorto bring a spouseThefile
showedthatshedid not havetheform.

Sol interviewedherandtold hershehadto getthatandshesaid,fi N cavdwe wentback
andforth abit. Shehadbeentold this by my predecessaandshethoughtshed ¢lsttry
thestoryoutagainandl said,ii N ehelaw is thelaw. Evenif | issueyouav i sshehal
adiplomaticpassportfi e vifel issueyouavisa, it is quite possiblethe INS, whichin the
endhasto decideto let youin, will turnyou backandyouwill haveto comeall theway
backto Kabul. It is really very simple Havehim sendatelex-- therew e r daxesin
thosedays-- to mewhatevewasneededand! canissuethev i sfiaN aksolutelyno,
notata | IShe i@fbandaboutanhouranda half later, Arch Blood the chargésentword
to comeoverto his office. | foundthisratherscary,| hadonly beenatthe postfor two
days Sol thought,ii o my God.Overtothec h a r gf®bisc e . 0

Whenl gotto his office, Blood saidthatfi e prime ministerhasjust beenon the phoneto
meabouthisn i e gisadlssaysyourefusedo issuethevisa.Shewantsto bewith her
husbandatthe holidays,at Christmaso | explainedto the Chargethatshedid not have
andapparentlyefusedo getan|-20form. | hadin my memorywhatthe FAM hadtold
mein theconsularcoursel U n | skegetsher husbando sendasimpletelex Ic a n 6 t
issuethev i sHesa@,i T h enmowdy® issuei t I3aid,Well, therearethreeother
officersherewho haveconsula exequatur$which includedBlood] andanyoneof you
who wantsto issuethevisais welcometo; butl w o nigsuethev i sTa hiscredithe
said,fi Will tell theprimemi ni st er . 0O
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Eventually,it hada happyending.After severaimoreweeksof backandforth shefinally
gotthedocumensheneededand! issuedcherthevisa.

It alsotaughtmeavery earlylessornwhichis, youdow h a tightd w a s goinhgto bend
therulesfor her.

Q: AmbassadoNeumanndid youhavemuchto do with him?

BREMER:Yes,hearrivedseveraweekslater, | d o rréimembewhen.He wasa good
ambassadoin fact, | havealwaysfelt the ForeignServiceis lucky thatfrom time to time
we havenon-careerambassadord.heyoftenbring freshwaysof thinking aboutforeign
policy. In my experiencesomeof themarevery goodandsomearenot -- butsome
ForeignServiceofficersarenotvery goodeither.

Q: | haveto saythat we haveoftengainedexpertiseor knowledgeahatyoujustd o rgét t
within the Foreign Service.

BREMER:I never workedfor Steeveswho wasanold-schoolForeignServiceOfficer,
from everythingl understoodandNeumanrnwasa bit moreopen.He wasa good
ambassador.

Q: Wereyoua consularofficer thewholetime?

BREMER:No, | wason rotation.Oneof thereasonsg wantedto go to amediumsized
postwasfirst | wantedto getresponsibility Also in thosedaysthe big andmediumsized
postshadtherotationprogramwhich alloweda junior officer to rotateamongthe four
sectionsof anEmbasy -- political, economg, administratiorandconsular Althoughl
cameinto the ForeignServiceasa commercialofficer becaus@f my background|
wantedto getexposureo the otherthreeficone®. | wasin the consularsectionfor about
five or six months.It wasaninterestirg timeto bein consulamwork.

Q: Lookingback,did youfeelhavinggonethroughYaleandthe Harvard Business
School this wascertainlythe fancy,makea lot of moneytrack for people.Did this bother
youat all?

BREMER:No

Q: Moneyjustd i dtardybuon?

BREMER:No. | knewthatpublic servicewasnotawayto getrich. Ontheotherhand,l
did notintendto stayin governmenmorethanfour or five years.In anycasein those
days,Kabulwasa 25% hardshippost.| think my startingsalarywassomehing like

$5,000,notalot of moneybutyouc o u | spemdit anyway,sol savedt. | gota$50
savingsbondeachpaycheckandl putthemin my drawerandputarubberbandaround
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themandsaved.The samething my secondpostwhich wasalsoa hardshippost. But
moneyw a s abigfocusof mine Savingsmadesensean anycase.

Q: L e tstickgo the consularside.Thiswasa time whenthe kidsweremakingtheir
excursionsandgoingon drug routeandyouwereat theapogeeof that.

BREMER: Yes,Kabulwasa big stopin thedrugroute A lot of youngAmericanswould
taketheinexpensiveHolland AmericanLinesshipsto the NetherlandsA groupwould
buyabeatup Volkswagenandfive peoplewould drive acrossTurkey,acrosdran, across
Afghanistan.Theyweretrying to getto Kathmandiwbecausehe drugsweresupposedo
beverycheapandavailablein KathmanduActually in1966-1967the Nepalese
governmengottired of all thesekids beingthereandpushedhemacrosgheborderinto
India. Thelndianstook themandpushedhemin turn backinto PakistanThe Pakstook
themandpushedheminto Afghanistan Sowe hadthe confluenceof two streamf
thesekids, comingfrom botheastand west As the consularofficer, | spentalot of time
in thejails andtheflop housedrying to locateSenatoiSoandS o dosistitueniwho

h a d lmeénheardof sinceTabrizthreeweeksbeforeandtrying to persuadehesekids to
gohome.In manycased hadto dorepatriationoansandfix their pasportssothatthey
couldgo homebut nowhereelse..

Oneof theembarrassingspectshatwe facedwassomeof thesekids setup asbeggars
outsidethe gateof the embassyin Islamyou aresupposedo give almsto beggarsand
theseAmericanswereat leastmiddle class,someof themupper middle class or they

w o u | loethére Thiswasoneof thepoorestcountriesn theworld. It was
embarrassingp havetheseAmericanswith their beggingbowlsoutsidethefront of the
embassy.

Q: Howdid youfind, | assume/ouhadto dealwith themon variousissuesd i dyou® t

BREMER: Yes.Most of thetime my dealingwith themhadto do with figuring out how
to getthemhome.l rememberonecablefrom a senatoryelayinga cablefrom afatherto
thegirl, | think hernamewasStephanie6 St e p dugpatieneeandyour moneyhave
runout.l ttienefor youto comeh o m&asibally,t h awthailsaidafter| found
Stephanien aflop housefi H e rhewdws doit andwe aregoingto do arepatriation
loan.You aregoingstraighth o me . 0

Sometimesve hadto getthemout of jail. Afghanjails werenot placesyou would like to
spenda lot of time or haveyour sonor daughteispenda lot of time.

We alsohada differentconsulamproblemwhich wasAmericanwomenmarryingAfghan
menwho hadcometo the US for studies Therewasafairly largeUSAID programof
sendingAfghansto studyin the United Statesparticularlyin the southwestagriculture,
gedogy. AfghanmenareratherhandsomeandAmericanwomenoftenfoundthem
attractive.Theywould marrythe Afghanandthentheywould comebackto Afghanistan
andtwo thingshappenedfirst, assoonastheylandedin Kabul the Afghangovernment
took their Americanpassportaway. Theywerenot allowedto travel. Whenthe
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Americanarrivedattheh u s b &hontkid the compoungdshewouldfind atleastone
otherwife, severalkhildrenandusuallya motherin-law living in thecompoundIt was
oftennotahappysituation.Most of themdid not speakthelocal languageOneof the
otherthingsthatthe consularsection hadto dealwith washelpingtheseAmerican
womenoncetheydecidedtheywantedto leave. Thatmeantissuingthema valid passport
andhelpng themgetout of the countrylegally. Someof themwentillegally.

Q: Howdid youdo that?

BREMER:Well, we could issuethempassport®ncetheycould provetheywere
Americansandthatwas,of course alwaysa problem.Sometimesheyhadto getbirth
certificatesandsometimesve couldfind theirrecords Of coursetherewereno
computersn thosedayssogetting recordsbackandforth washard.

Q: Wastherea problemgettingthempastpassporicontrol?

BREMER:Well, usuallyoncetheyhadthe newpassportheycouldgetoutlegally.
Sometimegheytriedto go outillegally andthatbecamea problem.We hada caseof a
USAID employeewnho befriendedneof theseunhappywomenandsmugglecherout of
the countryto Pakistann thetrunk of his car.We foundout aboutit, | think becaus¢hey
told somebodyattheairbasein Peshawarln thosedayswe hadanairbasan Peshawar.
We foundoutthatthe Russiandiadfoundout aboutit.

| remembebeingcalledupto AmbassadoN e u m a offited After welcomingme, he
gesturedneto follow him into his privatebathroomHe turnedon the waterfull blast
andrevealedhatwe hadfi e x ¢ & Inlf eonr tnteattthe Russiandiadcaughtwind of
theescapadelherewasa possibilitytheymighttry to blackmailthe AID employee
presumablyto turn him into anintelligenceasset. Sowe hadquite a confrontation We
hadto sendthe AID employeehome.Onthewholeasfar asl coulddeterming mostof
theseunhappyAmericanwomenwentoutlegally.

Q: How aboutthejails? Whatweretheyfor mainlyand howdid youdealwith them?
BREMER: Theywerein jail largelyfor pettytheft, usualy to supporttheir drughabits.|
d o nthink anyof themwereputin jail for drugsbecausehe drugsweresoavailable.
Themostcommondrugin thosedayswashashishl d o rré@imemberanycaseof heroin
We hadprettygoodrelationswith the policeand basicallytried to getthe Americans
remandedo our custody,usuallywith the hopewe would alsobe ableto sendthem
home,whichin mostcasesve wereableto do.

Q: I interviewedAnn Wright. Shecameinto Kabul aboutthis time on thebackof a truck
andthe nexttimeshewentto Kabul wasas chiefof the political sectionwith five people
andaplane.

Howwasliving there?How did youfind, youandyour wife living there?
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BREMER: It wasdifficult -- particularlyfor familieswith smallchildrenbecaiseof the
healthproblemsYouc o u | diink theéwater. Theembassyada deepartesianwvell
whereyou got water.You took the waterhome,you boiledit, andthenyou put halizone
in it andyou still gotdysenteryWe wererequiredto havestoolchecksevery two weeks
for dysenteryamoebicandbacillarydysenteryl remembemaskingthe embassyloctor
whattheresultsof thesewereon thewholeandhe saidthattheyare90% positiveand
10%falsenegativesEverybodywassick all thetime.

But becausdt wassuchanalien,| would not sayhostile,but alienenvironmentthe
moraleattheembassyvasvery high. Peoplewho could stay,stayedandreally enjoyed
it. We still seepeople friendswho weretherewith us.

Q: Therehasbeenfor yearsquitea Kabul clique becausef that.
Asa commercialbfficer, besideashishwhatelse?

BREMER:Well, it wasinterestingl think | wentfirst from the consularto political
sectionbutanyway,l woundup in economic/commercidbr somemonthstowardthe
endof my tour. We hadno commerciaprogramthereandyet the Departmenbf
Commercenadthesetradeopportunityprogramswhich | hadlearnedabout,andsol
decidedo hit theroadandtravelaroundandseewhat!| coulddo. Oneof thekey
productsthatl thoudht Americancompaniesouldsell therewassubmersiblgoumps,
smallsubmersiblgopumpsbecaus®bviouslyit is anarid country,althoughthereis water
downbelow. Sol developedradeopportunitiesandsubmittedthembackto the
Departmenbf Commercel ca n €ayit changedhebalanceof paymentof either
countrybutit wasfun travelingaroundandmeetingAfghanbusinessmeandtraders.

A me r in@jaréxportto Afghanistarwasusedclothing. Theusedclothingbazaamwas
avery big bazaain Kabul. It wascalledthe KennedyBazaarat thattime. Basicallyit
wasusedclothingcollectedby organizationsn America,bundledup into big packages
andsoldby the pound,without regardto contentto middlemenwho thenfloggedit on
to thebazaamerchantsOncel founda nice,butworn, tweedjacketwith the nameof a
Yale classmateewnin it.

Q: | remembebeingin Dhahransomeyearsearlier seeingpeopleduring thewinter
wearingNavygreatcoats,Germanarmy, Russiararmyandthenthe normal, justthetop
of a doublebreastedsuit.

BREMER:We hadabarbershomuartetin Kabul anddecidedwe oughtto havered
vests So we troopeddownto the usedclothingbazaalndfoundfour redvestsin various
stalls,sowe got hadour redvests

Q: Howabout,it being your first post,wastheremuchcontactwith the otherembassies,
youngofficersgettingtogether?
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BREMER:| hada goodfriend atthe British high commissiorasit wascalledin those
days,notanembassyA few others.The mostinterestingdiplomaticcontactsn those
dayswerewith theRussiansThiswas19661 0 6 If wasoneof thefew postsin the
world wheretherewasquitea bit of regularandauthorizednteractionbetweerthe
AmericanandRussiardiplomats Jlike Berlin in away. We hadan active stationandthe
Russiashadaratheractiveresident Everysix monthsor so,alternatingurns,the
Russianfkesidentwould hostaratherdrunkenbrawl for the Americans the Americas
stationwould hostthe nextone This wasobviouslyanattemptby both of ouragencieso
recruit,find theweakpointsin the otherside.Sotherewasquite a bit of contactwith the
Russianswhich wasof someinterest|esssoto the political sectionthanto the station.

OtherthantheBrits, 1 d o rréimembespendinga lot of time with otherdiplomats.
Q: Whataboutwith the Afghans?

BREMER: Obviouslywe hada lot of official contactwith thosein the governmentthe
foreignministry andin the caseof consularthe policeandsecurityservicesTherewas
almostno privatesector.l remembeponly acoupleof businessmenf you gotto
Kandahaior Heartor Mazari-Sharifor someof the otherplacesyou would seeother
nontofficial Afghans.It wasmostlymen;theyrarelybroughttheirwivesto adinner.One
of thechalengesin entertainingherewasthatyou neverknewhow manypeoplewould
showup.. Themenmight showup with oneor morewivesor theymight showup with
no wives but two cousinsvho werein town or they might not showup atall. You
basicallyneverknew who wasgoingto cometo dinner.SoFrancieand! quickly realized
you neverplannedseateddinners-- atleastnotatourlevel.

Q: Politically, youhadtimein thepolitical sectiond i dyou? t
BREMER:I did.
Q: Did sort of the politics of Afghanigan at thattime?

BREMER: In theoryit wasa constitutionaldemocracybut prettymuchtheking andhis
courtranthe country | usedthetime in the political sectionto try to travelaroundthe
countrya bit andseepartsof Afghanistanoutsideof Kabul. | madetrips to Kandaharto
Ghazni,to Herat,andto Jalalabach numberof times.| nevergotto Mazari-Sharif
becausehetrip | wasmakingtherewe hadaterribleaccidentin which oneof our fellow
travelerswaskilled.

Themostmemorablédrip | eve madein the ForeignServicewaswith an Afghanfriend

who workedat the centralbankwho wasfrom atown calledJuwayn. If youlook ata
mapwhereAfghanistanandPakistarandlran cometogetherjn thefar southwestt hat 6 s
wereit is. This Afghanhadgoneto primaryschoolin Juwaynandwhenhefinished,his
fatherwantedhim to farm. He wantedto getmoreeducatiorandsohehadrun away,

wentto KandaharHis fathersentsomemenfrom Juwaynto kidnaphim andtakehim
backhome.He escape@ndmadehis way to Kabul. Therehewastakenunderthewing
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of someAmericanmissionariesTheyarrangedo sendhim to the United Statedor
collegeto becomeaneconomistAfter severalyearsstudying,he camebackto
Afghanistanandtook ajob in the centralbank He regularlywrote his fatherandsenthim
money,but he hadneverbeenbackto Juwaynfor 30 years.Togethemwith anotherguy
from theeconomicsection,we drovedownto this village which is the mostforeboding
landscapé haveeverseenin my life. Ité partof BaluchistanWe wentto hislittle
village with mudhuts,no electricity, to seehis fatherfor thefirst timein 30 years.lt was
avery movingtrip andvery exciting. The mostexcitingnewswasthathis fatherhad
realizedthevalueof educaton, andhadpersuadedhelocal villagersto allow girls into
the primaryschool.Believeme,in rural Afghanistanin the 1960s this wasin its own
way revolutionary.

Q: Whatabouttravel there?Wasit dangerous?

BREMER:Yes,it wasdangerougvenin Kabul becaus¢herewereno traffic signsin a
city of threequartersof a million people So you hadto be prettycarefulcrossingroads.
Outsidethe capital,we werecompetingon roadconstructiorwith the RussiansWe were
building roadsto the south;the Russiansverebuilding roadsfrom their bordersdown.
Onthoseroadsthe Afghans,thosewho coulddrive, drovelike maniacsaandtherewas
alwaysthelikelihood, not evenpossibilitythata camelor a persorwould suddenlywalk
acrossn front of you. As Michenerwrotein his Caravansif you hadthe misfortuneto
haveanaccidentandyou killed an Afghan,therewasa prettygoodchanceyou would be
stonedo deathashadhappenedn oneof thescenesn CaravansWe hadincidents
wherepeoplehadseriousaccidentsand,basically,theinstructionswereto leavethe
sceneandcometo theembassyight away.Soit wasdangerous.

Q: Whenl waswith theboard of examinersoneof thethingswewouldgivewas

0 Af g h aexplamthesituation.Sayan Americancomesto you.Whatdoyoud o Bud
thenwewould putthemin Englandandthe samething would happenand somepeople

Cc 0 u | deaiwith that.

With this wereyougettinga real tastefor the Foreign Service?
BREMER: Oh, yes,Francieandl really enjoyedour time.Wed i dhavidnychildren
yet | think it washarder,amuchharderplaceto bewith childrenbecausef disease,
everybodywassick all thetime.

Q: Whataboutotherofficersin theembassy®asthis did yougettogethermwith them
much?

BREMER Yes,therewasafair amountof in houseinteractionandentertainingThere
werealsopeoplefrom UNDP who werethereandfrom someof the otherembassies.

Q: UNDPis displacedperson?

BREMER:No, the United NationsDevelopmenProgram It wastheaid armof the U.N.
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Q: Did yougetanyfeelfor AID there,whatit wasdoing?

BREMER: Yes,alittle bit andit stuckwith me.Our biggestaid projectatthattime was
southof Kandahaiin the Helmandvalley. | t b@®memorefamousnow asa poppy
growingarea.In thosedayswe hadpeoplefrom, | think, IndianaUniversitydoing
advanceglantingtechniquedor corn,for maize It wasby far the largestprogramin
thosedays.Theotherobjectiveof the programwasto try to settlenomadsKuchi
nomadswho agan who featurein CaravansTheyhaveforeverbeennomadsn thatpart
of Afghanistan

Whenl heardthephrasep s ert d rhaakmailalarmbell wentoff in the backof my
mind, wonderingif thesepeopleh a v esettlédfor thelastthree,four thousandyears,
why aretheygoingto settlenow? And it d i dwoik verywell. We built nicelittle
housesandschoolsbutthe nomadscontinuedo go on their nomadicway.

It struckmethenthatthis wasprobablynotthebestwayto spend a x p anprey. s 0
Q: Did India, Pakistanor Iran comeacrossyour radar there?

BREMER:Not Iran althoughwhenwe flew to Kabul we alwaysstoppedat Tehran.India
andPakistann thisway: first of all, Pakistarbecausehe nearesmedicalhelp,western
medicalhelp,wasatthe Americanairbasan Peshawar.

Francieandl hadonememorablérip there | woke up onedaywith avery soretooth.|
wentto the Embassydoctorandhe diagnosedininfectedroot canalandsaid,i We | |
y 0 ubttbrgodownto Peshawaandgetit f i x &hdtwasthenearestientist.| wasin
alot of painsohe gaveme somecodeine Franciehadto drive andit wasquiteadrivein
alittle Volkswagen| waslolling half asleepvhile shehadto navigatethe hair-raising
KhyberPasdo PeshawanVe arrivedat the basdate Saturdayafternoonandaskedhe
guardwherewe couldfind thebasedentistsHe referredustotheOf f i ClébrThede
we repeatedhe questionandafirst lieutenantslid off the barstoolandtold usto follow
him. He wastwo weeksout of dentalschoolmakingme his first patientfor anything
otherthancleaningteeth | & mat surewhich of uswasmorenervousputit wasnota
happyexperiencdor eitherof us.

Kabulwasatthe endof long supplyline for furniture andfurnishings.In effectthe post
gotthe castoffsfrom the embassyn New Delhi, desksandchairsandeverything But the
Pakistanindia borderwasclosedto all but diplomatictraffic atthistime. Sotheonly way
to getthosematerialsup to Kabul wasto havea diploma escortthe Embassyrucks
acrosgheborderto Delhi andback.Soeverythreemonthsthe Embassyana convoyof
threelargetrucksdownto New Delhi. My wife andl wereaskedo es®rt oneof these
convoysin thesummerof 6 6 We rodein thethreetrucks with our EmbassyAfghan
drivers,to New Delhi, pickedup a whole bunchof furnitureanddroveit backto Kabul.
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Thepolitical impactof the broaderregionwhile we werein Kabulwasthe Six Day
MideastWar. We hadalot of anttAmericandemonstrations Kabul. Theywerenot
veryrough,mostlyjust noisy. And thenwe hadevacueesut of the Middle Easern
Embassiesvho cameto work in Kabul, ForeignServiceofficerswho hadbeenevacuated
from their postsin the Middle East.

Q: Jerry, thereare two thingsbeforewefinish with Afghanistanin thefirst placeyou
werein Afghanistarfrom whento when?

BREMER:1966to 1968.
Q: Youwantedto mentionthe Harriman visit and| takeit thisis a fairly importantvisit.

BREMER:In substanc& wasnotimportant. Averill Harrimanwasa specialenvoyfor
Presidentiohnsoron Vietham.This wasprobablywasin mid 6 6 He.cameinto town as
partof atrip to Asiato try to shoreup supportfor our positionin Vietnam.Whatwas
interestingo mewasthe preparatios. It wasthefirst time | hadseema high levelvisit.
He hadpeoplefrom the executivesecretariasupportinghim with trunk loadsof
classifiedmaterial.He rushedoff in amotorcadeo seetheking. It madeanimpression
on meaboutthe effort andwork thathadto go into a shorthigh level visit like thiswhich
camebacklaterin my nextassignmentWhenl wasfinishing my nextassignmentn
Africa, somebodysuggestedo methatfor my first Washingtorassignment oughtto
think aboutworking in the executivesecretariatandthenl rememberedll thesepeople
rushingaround.In termsof substanced, haveno ideawhatcamefrom thevisit itself.

Q: Youalsomentionedhecrown prince but alsotherole of theroyal family at thattime.

BREMER:In theearlyé 6 theKing ruledin whatamountedo a constitutioral
monarchyHe wasthe headof state.Therewasaloyajirga, a parliamentof sortswhich
metanddebatedssueshut with little obviouspower He wasstill runningthe showbut
onamoreor lessmoderatebasis.For example Zahir Shah wasin favor of educating
women.In westerntermshewasamoderatenonarch.

Q: Did hehavea backgroundHad he beeneducatedn Englandor anythinglike that or
wasit pretty muchcameout of the

BREMER:I card temembemwhathisimmediatefamily historywas.He wasfrom the
ruling PatharDurranitribe thatthe British in 1888hadchoserto run the placeafterthey
hadbeenbeatera secondime in awar. Theybasicallywentandfounda Pahantribal
chief, gavehim asackof gold andsaid,i S ahegeguysout, will youandwe will call
youk i nTher@éhadbeeninternaltribal coupbackin 1929,very complicatedThey
werecertainlyfrom theruling Pahanclass.| shookhis handonce;l wasafterall the

0 | u reistthéjunior officers.1 d i dseeking often.

Q: Youmentioneda crownprince.Washea figure at thattime?
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BREMER:Well, wed i dkmawtl woundup beinghis contactattheembassyy virtue
of thefactthatl wasabouthis age.He wasmaybea coupleof yearsolderandl spoke
fluent French.In Afghanistanatthattime the secondanguageamongmanyupperclass
peoplewasFrenchbecauséhe Frenchhadestablishedhefirst school,Esteqglal backin
1906.A lot of thecivil servantatthe highe level andasit happenedheroyal family
hadastheir secondanguagéd-rench.

Someintermediary-- atthispoint | ¢ a metnembemwho it was-- suggestedhat| meet
thecrownprince.l checkedwith theambassadasndthe political sectionaboutthis
becauset wasobviouslyway abovemy paygrade.Theyencourageaneto go ahead
becaus¢he USGwould wantto know moreaboutsomeonavho might somedaybecome
King.

Francieandl hadthe CrownPrinceto dinnera coupleof timesat our houseHe waswell
padishedandcharming,broughthis wife. Theyhada coupleof kids, asl recall.

Thereis oneotherstoryaboutthe CrownPrince.A coupleof usNew Englandersatthe
Embassyhadfoundaway to setup a ski tow southof Kabul ontheroadto Ghazni.We
gotan old unusedruck from AID whichwe jackeduponits rearaxle Weranarope
aroundtherim to createanold New Englandstyleropetow. The Crown Princetold me
hewantedto comeandski.

Soontheappointedday,we metatthefi s & i easmallishhill off the KabulGhazni
road.l havealastingmemaoryof the day. Instantlyit wasclearthatmy briefing onthe
properuseof aropetow hadbeengrosslyinadequatef-or the Prince,with awaveand
gaysmile,bentdownandfirmly grabbedhefastmovingrope.He wasimmediately
lifted off hisfeetanddraggedup the hill.

| watchedtransfixedwith horrorashewaspulledalongin anevergrowingcloud of
snow,out of which appeare@noccasionabrmor leg. As it progresedup thehill, the
cloudof snowspewedut oneski poleto theleft, anotherto theright. A glove,a pair of
gogglesoneskiandtheP r i nbcightded hatwereleft in hiswake Watchingthis
ghastlysight,it occurredto methattheincident wasunlikely to provecareerenhancing:
the StateDepartmentould hardlybe expectedo overlookthe diplomaticconsequences
if oneof its officershadkilled off the Crown Princeof a nationwith which, at leastuntil
recently,Americahadenjoyedgoodrelations.

Fortunatelyoneof the otherclub membergurnedoff thetow. The Prince,now two thirds
of theway up the mountain rathergamelystaggeredo his feet. Somethingn his
expressiorconvincedmethatit would not be prudentto suggeshe haveanothergo atthe
ropetow. Anyway, hesuwived.

Oneof the problemswith theroyal family wastheymoreor lessconsideedthemselves
abovethelaw. For example AID pavedtheroadfrom Kabuldownto KandaharBefore
theroadwasopenedtheking usedto go outandrun oneof his Mercedesa hundedand
twentymilesanhourdownthis roadjust to seehow theroadwentandhow his carwent.
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Thecrownprinceduringthetime we weretherewasnevermuchof a political factor;in
fact,1 d o rthink heeverbecamea political factor. Theythrewtheking outin 1973.The
CrownPrincenow livesin quietexilein the US.

| shouldsayoneotherthing abouttheloya jirga, aboutthe political situationbecausét
wasimportantlaterin Afghanistan.Thereweretwo deputiesn theloyajirga whowere
declaedcommunistOneof themwasBabrakKarmal. At somepoint,it mayhavebeen
afterthe coup-- it wasafterwe left anyway,-- he exiled himselfoff to oneof the Soviet
satellites] ¢ a mednembemhich one.Therein effectRussiankepthim in reserveThey
senthim backin afterthe coupin 1978to bealeadern AfghanistanSotherewas
alreadyat thetime we werethere,quitealot of, onewould call it, peacefulcompetition
betweerusandthe Russiansn Afghanistanaboutwho built which roads who did what.
But the Russiansvereapparentlyalreadyplanningahead.

Q: Actuallyw a s thdrea certainamountof sitting togetherandlining outto makesure
yougotyour roadsmeetingat theright placeandthat sort of thing?

BREMER: The Russianguilt theroadfrom the northernborder, Amu DaryaRiver,
downto Kabul andwe built theroadfrom Kabul downto Kandahaindthentherewasa
guestiomabouttheroadout to Heraton the otherside.We alsoworkedon theroadgoing
outto Jalalabado the east We usedto joke beforeit turnedoutto benotatall funny,
abouthow the Russiandiadbuilt theroadfrom the northdownto Kabul sothat they
couldinvadeAfghanistan At thetime this wassortof afantasy.This turnedoutto be
unfortunatelytruein thelateé 7 0 s .

Inthe6 6 Bssve discussectarlier,Kabul wasoneof the few postswhereAmericanand
Russiardiplomatshadregular,approvedcontact.TherewasBerlin andalittle bit in
ViennaandWarsaw.Todayin the early21* centurywe forgetthatbefore détente
AmericanandRussiardiplomatsdid not regularlyvisit eachother.

Q: Youleft therein 19687

BREMER:In thesummerof 1968.1 wascalledupto theD C M @ffice aboutfour
monthsbeforeour tour wasdueto endandhandedatelegramthatsaid 6 T MBtemer
reportto Blantyrein twow e e kSel.askedArch Blood,the DCM, i Wh @oesthis

me a iHeexplainedthatit wasfi t r me & b aiych saidweweretotakeai di r e c t
t r a ntethepaostin Blantyre,duetherein two weeksi We |l Wandeed,i \wereis
Bl a n tapdhesaidfii D a mif ekdow.Soundkindof En g | Wsldokedit upin
the list of ForeignServicepostsandfoundit wasin a placecalledMalawi which neither
of ushadheardof. i O KSowh e r Ma|s a wie r@pbedthathedi d knw either,but
perhapst wasin Africa. Well we lookedatthe globein his office andc o u | fiddhadyt
Malawi in Africa or anywhereelse.So on a hunch,becausa&lantyresoundedkind of
English,l calledafriend atthe British high commissiorand askedhim, i H a yoeever
heardof aplacecalledB | a n t Hesa&l,® OVh yl8aid,ii B e ¢ Aamsupposedo be
therein two weeksandl d o reéehknowwhereit i sHe eaidthatit wasthe capitalof
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whatusedto be calledNyasalandn thefederationof RhodesiaSinceMalawi had
becomandependenotnly in 1964,theD C M @lsbehadit markedasii Ny a sé-l a n d
which at leastsolvedthe mysteryof wherewe wereheaded.

Francieandl thenwentthroughoneof thoserushedroutinesof packingoutandsaying
ourfarewells TheEmbassyAdmin peoplehadto figure outhowto getusandour
householeeffectsfrom Kabul to Blantyre.We brokeour backs,we gotto Blantyre,
arrivedthereabouttendayslater. The DCM metmeattheairportandhis first words

wereg fi Wh thehell areyoudoinghereAWed i dexpedtyoufor afew morew e e kits . 0
turnedout thatthe manl wasto replacewasstill at post.l decidedthatwasthelasttime |
would payattentionto TM4 orders

Q: Thisis a Foreign Servicestorythatis repeatedagainandagain.
Q: Youweretherefrom whento when?

BREMER:We weretherefrom thesummerof 6 6t@theearlyspringof 6 7 juistabout
threeyears.

Q: L e ttatk aboutMalawi. Wh a itsbhackgroundwhatwasgoingonthereat thetime?

BREMER: Malawi, in CentralAfrica, hadbeena British colonyuntil 1964whenit
becameandependenin therushof decolonizationn Africa. It wasbeingrunthenandfor
someyearsafterwardsy Dr. KamuzuBanda a British educatednedicaldoctorwho
camebad to becomethe greatindependenckaderof Malawi. Malawi in thosedays
wasa county of aboutfive million people atthetime wasoneof the mostheavily
populatedblaceson earth,| think secondonly to HongKong in termsof peopleper
squaremile; asmallcountrylt is the placewhereLivingston madehis nameandBlantyre
is thenameof a Scottishcity.

Q: Whydid it havesomanypeoplein there?

BREMER:Well, i t fétde country.ThentherewasthefactthatBanda,althoughhewas
amedicaldoctor, simply did not believein family planning.He wantedto build his
populationasmuchaspossibleandencouragegeopleto haveasmanybabiesas
possible Perhap®0% of the peoplearein agriculture Maybemore.Sotherewasthe
naturaldesireto have more handsto work thefields. Bandawasencouraging bigger
populationandsothe populationwasgrowingvery fast.. Amongotherjobs, | wasthe

p o spopulation,or iifamily planningofficero or whatevert wascalledwhichwasa
thanklesgask.It neve gotoff the ground.

Q: Werewe, the United Statesat all interestedn Malawi?
BREMER:Not thatl coulddiscernthoughthereweretwo aspect®f Malawi that

perhapshadsomerelevanceFirst of all, Malawi wasat thattime the only countryin
Africa thathadrelationswith Taiwanwhichin thoseyearsAmericastill recognizedas
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thegovernmentf China Taiwanhadan Embassyhereandwashelpingthe Malawians
establisrsomethingcalledYoungPioneerslike Boy Scouts While we werethereBanda
becamehefirst andonly countryin subSahararAfrica to establishrelationswith South
Africa. Oneof the big eventswhile we weretherewasa visit by thenPresident/orsterto
Malawi. It wasthefirst time, | think, a SouthAfrican presidentiadbeenableto visit
anotherAfrican country.This did notendeaBandato otherAfrican Chiefsof State.

Thereis aninterestingangleto that. WhenBandawasyoung,aboutll or 12, like many
Malawiansheleft the countryto work in theminesin SouthAfrica. Thisis in theearly
partof the 20" century,probablyaround1915.He walkedthereasMalawiansdid then
andprobablystill do. Whenhewasworkingin the minesasateenageran American
Baptistmissionarygroupofferedhim to sendhim to the United Statedor his education,
wherehewentto college.Eventuallyhewentto medicalschoolin Britain.

Bandausedto tell Americanshis story, particularlyAmericancongressmerplack
Americancongressmemwho visited andwereoftenoutspokenlycritical of his relations
with SouthAfrica. | remembehearinghim tell thesepeoplehow he hadwalkedto South
Africa andcometo the US for school.i L o whenl wasyour age,Congressmari,went
to schoolin the United Statesandl sawblackmenlynchedat the schooll wasatand
now, forty yearslater,| seewhatprogresasbeenmadein your countryo This wasafter
the Civil RightsAct hadbeensignedin the United Statesii keethatprogresasbeen
made thatwhitesandblackscangetalongin the United Statesandwhoistos a yHe 0
would alsoaddfiwho s to saythatforty yearsfrom now blacksandwhitesc a rgét t
alongin SouthAfrica? S h o u lwdemdburagehisd i r ect i on? 0

In termsof Americaninterests) would saythatl neverfoundit avery compellingreason
to haveanembassyhere.We did needa consularagentbecauseherewereabout750
Americangn the country,mostof themmissionariegrom variousdenominations.
Obviously,we hadanobligationto look afterthem.Very few Malawianstraveledto the
United Statessoit w a s asi it wasavisamill. It wasahardargumento make,in my
view, thatwe neededanembassyhere.l reachedhis conclusionearlyon andto show
howincompletelyl understoodhe moresof the ForeignService,| committedthis
conclusionto writing in amemoto the DCM. Thedeafeningsilencefromthefi Fr o n t
Of f isentadearmessage.

Q: | think of a famousdtrip of in theearly 60s.An Undersecretaryraveledto Africa and
hewentto a coupleof placesandthis onewhenthingswere beginningto getreadyto
openup andhe madethe decisionweweregoingto havean embassy.

BREMER: It wasa political decision.l felt asataxpayerjt wasreally opento questionl
couldseeno compellingnationalreasonwhy we needecanembassyn everycountryand
| certainly,afterthreeyearsthere,could not makethe argumenfor onein Malawi.

Q: Whowasour ambassador?
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BREMER: MarshallJoneswho wasa careediplomat.H e deknin theadministrative
coneandwasourambassadadhere.Bill Barnsdallwasthe deputy.Actually, in many
waysit wasthe mostfun job | hadin the ForeignServicebecauséhe ambassaduadid
whateverambassadomdid. -- | nevercouldreally figure thatout, evenafterhavingbeen
anambassadolVe hadclosedour AID missionandmovedits responsibilitiedo a
regionaloffice in Zambia.Sothe DCM occupia@l himselflargelyby overseeindghe
residualAID prograns whichinvolvedselft-helpmoneyandafew leftoverprojects. And
therewasanadministrativeofficer. Sothatmademethe consularofficer, theeconomic,
the political, commercialbfficer. It wasa greatjob.

Q: Whatwerethe Malawianslike?

BREMER:Well, theywerevery differentfrom the Afghans.Theyweremuchmore
outgoingandlessreservedhanthe Afghans.Perhapsheywerethatway becausehe
climatewasmorebenignthanin Afghanistan.The subSahararAfrican climateof
Malawi hasafair degreeof altitude;i t od theRift Valleysoit w a s atalltropical
exceptin thesouth Sothe Malawiansw e r eoingto starveto deathwhich you could
easilyseehappeningn Afghanistanwith very roughtopography.

We hadgoodMalawianfriends theywereeasierto getto know, to haveto your houseto
dinnerthanthe Afghanshadbeen.

Q: Did the Malawiansplay a role in Central Africa? Someof theseAfrican nationshave
peoplewhoendedup asmerchantor civil servantsor whathaveyou.

BREMER: The Malawianeconomywasandis almostentirelyagricultural. Whenwe
werethere,its mainexportcropsweretobaccoandtea,both of which weresoldbasically
to the Londonmarket.Whentheyhadbeencolonists the British hadestablishedboth of
thoseindustries But mostof the Malawianswereon a subsistenceconomygrowing
maize,cassavandcotton.The Malawianstendedto exportpeopleto SouthAfrica to
work in theminesastheyhaddonefor ahundredyears.It wasandis avery poor
country.

Q: WeretheBritish sort of the predominanembassyhere?

BREMER: Yes,theBritish still hadavery strongresidualpresece.Theyranthe security
forces,theguyin chargeof thearmy,theguyin chargeof thepolice;thesewere
professionaBritish officers secondedo the Malawians.Theyhadadvisergo the
presidenin the capitalwhich atthattime wasin Zombaandthey werecertainlythe
predominantactor.

Q: Werethereanyexternalthreatsthereof anyother powersor werethe SouthAfricans
messingaround?

BREMER:No. Themainthreat,which wasjust a very smallthreaton the horizonat that
time, thatbecamea big threat,wastheinsurgencyin Mozambiqueagainsthe
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PortugueseMozambiquewasstill a PortugueseolonyandFRELIMO (LiberationFront
of Mozambique)theindependencenovementwasoperatingmostlyin thenorthernpart
of Mozambiqueandtherewasoccagonal spilloverinto Malawi. It becamemuchmore
seriousafterwe left. Bandawasprettystrict. Hed i dwaitto havetheseFRELIMO
guysoperatingn Malawi sohedid his bestto keepthemout.

Q: Whileyouweredoingthis while youwerethere,thecivil rights movementvasan
ongoingthing. How did that, youmentionedBandawasfamiliar with that. Wasthat
somethinghat weweresort of showingwhatweweretrying to do or notor wasthata
theme?

BREMER:No, it wasnota particulartheme.

Q: Youare in Africa andthiswasthetime,the6 6 @Wasthe eraof thediscoveryof Africa
by the United Statesand particularly the StateDepartmentDid youfeelattractedto
Africa or not?

BREMER:Francieandl liked it alot. We liked the peoplealot andasl saidtheywere
easierto getto know thanthe Afghans.We enjoyedour time there;it wasa fun postfor
us.ld i dfeeBoheway or the otheraboutwhetherl wasgoingto makemy careelin
Africa. | did nothavetheideathatby joining the ForeignServie | wasmaking
effectivelyachoiceto beamissionarylf youwantto beamissionarybeamissionary.
We werethereto helpadvanceAmericaninterestsandl justd i dfimdbthatAmerican
interestan Malawi werevery compelling.

Q: WhataboutVietnamgoinghot and heavywhile youwerethere?How did youfeel
aboutthat?

BREMER:It d i dreadlytfeaturein thediscussionsvith the Malawians.Thegovernment
of Malawi tendedto be supportiveof the United Statesn placedik e the U.N. whenvotes
cameup. Malawi wasavery poorcountryandthey prettymuchconcentratedn trying to
developthemselvesin amisguidedway, becaus®f B a n dagtitbidetowardspopulation.

We hada pretty substantiaPeaceCorpsgroupthereaswe hadin AfghanistanFrancie
and | hada Landroverandwe oftenwenti u@o u ntb visit the PeaceCorps
volunteerswhichwe enjoyeda lot. Therewasalot of antrwar feelingamongvolunteers
whichw a s tod@surprising It w a s angssuewith the Malawiansthough.

Q: How aboutwith you?Did you haveanyfeelings?

BREMER:I d i dhawedtrongfeelingsaboutthewar.. If | wereasked would sayl
supportedvhatwe weretrying to doin Vietnamandl felt muchmorestronglyaboutthat
laterwhenl| camebackto Washingtorandgot moreinvolvedin it. In Afghanistanit did
notintrudemucheither As we discusseaarlierthed 6Middle Eastwartendedo be
muchmoreon thefront line thanVietnam.
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Q: Afterthis whatyoumightalmostcall a parenthesisn your career,youcertainly got
exposedo all theeconomicpolitical, consularandadministrativesideof things.You
camebackto Washington?

BREMER:Yes,| mentionedearlieraboutthe Harrimanvisit to Kabul. | h a d sei&dd
anytimein WashingtonWe ébdenmovedvery quickly throughthejunior officer course
andsentoff to Kabul. | really hadnoideawhat| wantedto do in Washingtorbut another
Americandiplomatsaidto me,while we werestill in Malawi, i Y dkmow, you oughtto
think aboutworking in the operatiors centerand the secretariatThereyou canreally get
agoodquick overviewof howthe Departmentv o r kSs l.wibtea letterto somebody-
maybethedirectorof personnet- andsaidthat! would like to applyfor ajob in the
operationgenter.To my surprisewhen my tourwasover,| gotordersto reportto the
operationsenter.Sot h airt advay how the Harrimanvisit influencedwherel wound

up.

Towardthe endof ourtour, Franciegot pregnantandflew hometo haveour sonbornin
ConnecticubecausshewasRH negativeandwed i dtrusithe Malawianhealth
servicedo dealwith that. Also shegot malariatwice duringour tour there,whichwas
probablythe causeof the fibromyalgiawhich shestill suffersfrom.

Q: Soyouwerein that operationcenterfrom whento when?

BREMER:We camebackfrom Africa in early1971 | spentverylittle timein the
operationgenterinitially becausé wasalmostimmediatelysecondeaverto the
NationalMilitary CommandCente(NMCC). In thosedays-- | d o trki@ow if it is still the
case-- we hada StateDepartmentepresentate in the NMCC andtherewasa DOD rep
in theOpsCenterat State.l spentafew weeksin the Ops Center,andthenfour or five
monthsoveratthe NMCC. Thenl camebackto the Ops Center. Sothetotal timein the
operationcenterwasabouta year,maybealittle lessthanayear.

Q: We omoveto the operationscenterbutfirst this military center.Whatwereyoudoing
andwhatwashappeningat thetime?

BREMER:TheNMCC isin effecttheP e n t aaguivalén®peratios centeri a24
hourwatchcenterwith representativeom all the servicesfrom the JointChiefsand
from the CIA, StateDepartment- | ¢ a mebnembemwho elsewasthere,maybethe
JusticeDepartmentWe werethereto provideliaison onissueghatmightarisein the
middle of the night or the middle of the daythathada diplomatic,political aspecto
them.For example pnenighttherewasanincident,l think it involvedsomeCentral
Americans asl recalltheywereHonduransThey wereon asmallship,or aboatandfor
somereasoran AmericanNavy shipfired onthem.Severalbf thoseHondurangyot badly
burnedandSOUTHCOM,thecommandn Panamawastrying to figure outwhatto do
with theseguys.We hadinjuredthemin internatonal watersandthe military atthe
NMCC cameto mewith theideathattheywerejust goingto takethembackto where
theycamefrom. | said,i N gqu really haveadiplomaticproblemonyourhandsh e r e .
Severalof themhadbeenbadlyburneddueto our actions Working with the Pentagon
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folks andtalking backto Stateon thetelephonewe wereableto persuadehe military
thatwe hadanobligationto helpthesepeopleand takethemto theburncenterin
Brownsville, Texas.Theseguysd i dhavepasspas,d i dhavevisas.

Q: Whenit makessenseit is usuallyalmostimpossibleto do.
BREMER: Anyway, we gotthemthereandthatworkedout.

Anothereventthathappenedn my watchonenight, | think it wasa Saturdaynight. |
couldtell thattherewasconsiderabléensionanddismayin theroom. Theflap wasthat
theNMCC hadjust heardaboutthe pendingpublicationthe nextdayof the Pentagon
Papersl startednosingaroundwith somecaptainsaandmajorsto find outwhatthe uproar
wasabout.

Q: Explan whatthe PentagorPaperswere.

BREMER: This wasa seriesof papergelatingto the ViethamWar thatwerepublished)
think first in theNew York Times on a Sundaymorningin the middle of the War,
revealingalot of theU.S.internaldeliberationsabout Vietnamparticularlyunder
JohnsontheremayhavebeensomeKennedystuff. It causedjuiteaflap. | wasstanding
theeveningwatch-- the4 to midnightwatch-- andtherewasalot of commotion.The
Pentagorhadjustlearnedthe papersverecomingout the nextday. | wasableto alertthe
opscenterl d o rkidowwhathappenedrom there.l presumeheytold the secretaryf
hed i datré@adyknowwhich| presumenedid.

Q: Particularly Washingtorbeingsucha political town, this senttremorsthroughoutthe
town.

BREMER: As the StateDepartmentepresentativeverat DOD, you hadfirst an
obligationto try to dealwith the political or diplomaticaspect®f eventswhich might not
beapparento the military. We werein themiddle of awar, afterall. We weredoingvery
heavybombing,6 r o It Ihiu mghsthre Gameof the bombingcampaignB-52 raids
overNorth Vietnamatthattime, Therewerealot of otherthingshappeningaroundthe
world. To adegreaf DOD needechelpor adviseon political anddiplomaticissuesyou
wereat leastthefirst point of liaisonto Stateespeciallyin thenight.Youd i d n 6 t
necessarilgolveit buty o upfudthemin to somebodyat State.

And thenof course you wereeffectivelya distantearlywarningpostfor the Stae
Departmenbnthingsgoingon, like the PentagorPapers.

Q: How did youfind workingthereasa Foreign Serviceofficer with the military? Did
theyhavean attitudetowardsyou; did youhavean attitudetowardsthem?

BREMER: At thisdistancat is alittle hardto rememberl hadalot of respecfor them,

for whattheyweretrying to do. | think thatthe political/military nexusis alwaysa
complicatedbne.As | alsoexperiencedh Iraq, the political andmilitary people
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understandablgpproachmattersfrom a differentperspectiveanda differentsetof ideas
andprinciples.lt is alwayscomplicatedo makethatconnectionl ¢ a rsdythatthiswas
abig problemfor mewhenl wasthereor in the ops center At thistime therewasa

0 mi |imtleepp@m@tions centerwho wasa representativef the NMMC, 24 hoursaday.
We oftenusedhim to liaise on mattersinvolving the military.

Q: Thenyoumovedoverto theops center.

BREMER: Thenl camebackto the ops centerasanassistantvatchofficer for amonth

or two. Thenl wastransferredo whatwasthencalled,andmaystill becalled,it hien e 0 .
Thisis the secretariastaff, asmallgroupof FSOs 6 or 8, effectivelyservingasthe
commonstaffto all the principals,in thosedaysnot justthe secretay butto the deputy
secretaryandtheundersecretaries

In early6 7n2y first big assignmentvaspreparinghe briefing paperdor President

Ni x ovisibtesRussiavhichwasin May. This wasthefirst visit b a sitting American
presidento Russiasinae thewar andobviously,a majordiplomaticmove Soamassive
amountof paperhadto be pulledtogetheiinto briefing booksfrom virtually all overthe
StateDepartmentl amnot sureanyof the papersevergot readby anybodyotherthan
me, butanywayit wasa challengeo pull it all togetherin atimely andreasonable
coherenfashion.

Q: ButNixonstudied.

BREMER:Hedid, butl justd o rkidotvthathereadthe StateDepartmenbooks.He
knewwhathewasdoing, Our job wasto getthepapergeflectigptheDe par t ment 6 s
viewson all matterof policiesandissuesandshipthemoverto the White House.

Q: Wereyou pickingup anythingbothin the Pentagorandalsoin the ops centerabout
feelingstowardsVietnamat thattime?Weweregettingour troopsout at thetime.

BREMER:Actually by 6 7wle werealreadydrawingdown.At thatperiodin 6 7ahd6é 7 2 ,
it wasavery ambiguoussituationin Vietnam.We ohddthe Tet Offensivein 6 6wich
hadbeenportrayedasa defeatfor America Whereasf youlookedatit from amilitary
pointof view, it wasthe Viet Congthatlost. But the political impactin Americawasthe
importantresult-- decliningsupportfor thewar.

Q: TheViet Congwasbasicallyeliminatedfor therestof thewar.

BREMER: Thenyou hadthe major troopmovementdy theregularNorth Viethamese
troops.l would saythe overallmilitary situationin earlyd 7wzasstill ambivalentWe
werestill conductingargebombingraidsstill in 6 7 I2washardto drawanyconclusion.
| wasnotworking on Asia atthattime; | wasworking on Europe whichis why | gotthe
assignmento do the preparationgor the Nixon visit to Moscow.Obviouslyit wasan
issueto talk to the Russiansbout.And theKissingervisit to Chinahadtakenplacein
1971.
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Q: Youare sortof thenewboyon the blockin Washingtorandall that. Did yougetany
feelfor howthe StateDepartmeniworkedat that timewith the Nixonadministration?

BREMER:A little bit. Therewerestoriesin the pressaboutKissingerandhis
relationshipwith Bill Rogersatthattime Secretaryf State,andhowthe State
Departmenhadbeendealtlowerin thechain.l accompanie®ecretary\Rogersandthe
Presidento Moscowin May. After that,Rogersaskedmeto join his staff asspecial
assistansol movedfrom the secretariastaffto work directly for him. Of coursejn the
s e c r edffieeryop gosmoreof asensef thetensionbetweerStateandthe NSC.
Therewerethe problemsof whatKissingerwasdoing.| think it wasduringthe Moscow
visit thatKissingerheld his first on therecordpressconferenceandthat, of course put
him in adirectly competitivestatuswith the secretarylt wasonething if hewasdoing
backgroundingor talking to journalistsoff therecord.But it wasquite anotherthing that
hewasdoing thingsactuallyon therecordsessions.

Q: I interviewedWarrenZimmermanrand Warrenwasworkingas sort of speechwriter
to Rogersand Rogergold himright away,hesaid,ii T hmainthingis| d o nsvarttyou
to getheadlinedor meo Of course Kissingeroperatedn a completelydifferentway.

Goingbackto thetrip to Moscow whatwereyoudoing?

BREMER: This wasbasicallymoreor lesswhat| hadseenof thatHarrimanvisit while

in Kabul. The secretariastaff traditionallyacconpaniedthe secretaryf stateon his

trips, preparechim, readandscreenedhis cablesworkedon memorandahelpedhim
organizehis briefing materialsduringatrip. Sot h awthaivee weredoing.ld o n 6 t
remembehow manyof ustherewereon thetrip; there wereprobablyfour or five of us
from the secretariastaff becausét wasa 24 houradayoperatiorkeepingRogersup to
speednwhatwasgoingonin Moscow,andaroundthe world while hetendedto
immediatessuesheingaddressedtthe MoscowSummit. Now, again,sincewe wereat
thebottomof thewell lookingup, | d o rkidow how muchof all thework we did actually
mattered But, anyway,we weretherebeaveringawaydayandnight.

Q: Whatwasyourimpressiorof Rogers?

BREMER:He wasavery nice,genteeimanandasl think backonit, essentially
misplacedHe hadbeena deputyattorneygeneraln the EisenhoweadministrationHe
wasa big corporatdawyerfrom New York andprobablywasbettersuitedto beingan
attorneygenerakhansecretaryf state.He did not haveanyparticularexpertisan
foreignpolicy andwasclearlyoutclassedby Kissingerin termsof his bureaucratic
abilities.l d o rblarhehim. Nixon madevery clearthathedistrustedhe State
Departmenandwantedto controlforeign policy himself. Sohe usedKissingerto that
effectwhichis certainlytheP r e s i pleeogativé Soevenif Rogershadbeenareal
foreignpolicy expertworking hard,| amnot sureit would havematteredbecausen the
end,it is thepresideniwvho decidesthe setup.
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| remembepnedaywhenl washis specialassistantRogerscamebackfrom the White
Houseandcalledmein andaskedmeto getsomeondrom thelegala d v i affeeup s
for adebriefingof his meetingwith the PresidentWe got alawyer up andRogerssaid,

A T presidenhasaskedmeto haveyou draftlegislationabolishingthe ForeignService
andl needit on my deskby tomorrown i g fihte evéntmadeabig impressioron me
Apparentlysomeunmentionediewfi o u t halgeenattributedby the Presidento the
A s t rpiapnerdsvdéandhedecidedhed i dneddduradviceanylonger

| havetold the storymanytimesto ForeignServiceofficers.It showedmethatthe
ForeignServicehasa constituencyf oneandthatis the presidentlf the president

d o e svantahdrespecbr feelsheneedshe ForeignService the ForeignServiceis
prettymuchout of businessObviously,this legislationwasneverdrafted;the whole
thingwentawayasit oftendid with Nixon. He hadanimpulseandsad,i Db h iarsl 0
thenpeoplelet him cool off.

But it madea big impressioron me. It showedme how thin thethreadis by whichthe
ForeignServicehangs.

Q: It isinterestingbecausectually Nixonin myinterviews peoplewhodealtwith Nixon
were,thoughtquite highly of him. He and GeorgeBush,Senior,are probablythetwo |
would sayconsideredy the majority of the Foreign Servicewho servedat thattimeas
beingthetwo mostsavvydiplomats.

BREMER:T h e rmeqgdestionthatNixon understoodoreign policy, probablybetter
thananypresidentn the 20" centuryexceptTruman He wasgood.My interactionwith
him wasprettymodestwhenl wasin the ForeignService. | sawhim moreafterhe
resignedHe clearlyknewhis stuff andKissingerproducedvery high quality materials
for Nixon. It just happenedhatNixon hada suspicionof the ForeignService,comingl
guesdrom histime asvice presidentj d o rki@owwhereit camefrom. He clearly
thoughthedid not needthe StateDepartmentuntil he movedKissingeroverin 6 7 3 .

Q: Atroubledrelationshipthere.

Asassistanto the secretaryof state,did, wereyoumonitoringtelephonecalls andthat
sort of thingand makingnotes?

BREMER:No,wew e r anoritdringphonecalls,atleastl wa s mr@Rogersd i d n 6t
havea systemHe did haveanexecutiveassistantMaggieRunkle who | believelistened

on anumberof his calls,essentiallyfor actionitems.If hesaidto acallerfi 1 @olt Ih iors 0
A | dolit |h & th @r@akkanoteof it andthentell usandwe wouldtell the peoplein the
secretariato sendapaperup, say,onthe CubaembargoL e tgétisby50 6 c | oc k .

Q: Thisis oneof thethingsthatis oftenmisunderstoodby peopleoutsidethe business.

Youknow,youhavesomebodyisteningto your telephonecall andtheythink, oh, thisis
eavesdroppingrhisis busines®verthetelephoneandyouc a rexpécthehighand
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mighty,the secretaryof stateto makenotesof doingthis andsomebodyasto say,i O K ,
youpromisedhis andwe haveto dothato It is part of themachinery.

BREMER: Absolutelyanda vital partof themachinerybecaus®therwiseitd o e get 6 t
done.Maggielistenedto be surewe hadfollow up to his calls.

Q: Did youfind yourselfgoingaroundchasingpeopleandsaying,i T sezetary needs
t h iorsthattypeof thing?

BREMER: Yes,of course Whenyou arein oneof thosestaffjobsyourjob is to try to
mobilize the building to supportthe secretaryl t tldegb of the secretariato mobilize
thebuilding to supportall of the principals.Thatcanbe prettyuncomfortablegparticularly
whenyou areaveryjunior officer andyou aretalking to anassistansecretaryvho has
beenin the ForeignServicefor 25 yearsandrightly considerghathe knowsbetterthan
youdo.Ontheotherhand,you haveto say,i Yah, well, butthisis whatthesecretary

w a n anslarguewith him. i H eaidhewantsamemoonthatby 6o 6 ¢ Itoaighkso
youwill justhaveto getthememouph er e . 0

Of coursewhenRogerswassecretarythe secretariatvasthe mainenforcerof that

processTherole of thesecretariatendsto ebbandflow dependingn how the secretary
organizesimself. It wasquite differentwhenkKissingercameover.But underRogers,
thesecretariateally took the mainbruntof enforcngthese ¢ r e taralothe s i nci pal s 6
needs.

Q: Youdid this, howlong wereyoudoingthis?

BREMER:| workedfor Rogersfor abouta yearanda half. He resignedn Septembeof
0 7aBdKissingercameoverfrom the White Houseassecretaryf stateandnational
securityadviserfor abouta year.He wasdoublehattedfor alittle morethanayear.

Q: Whatwasthefeelingat thetimethat the RogersresignedVasthefeelingthat he had
beenshuntedasideor defeated?

BREMER:I think therewasa sensehathe hadlost out on the bureaucratibattlewith
Kissinger particularlywhenKissingerreplacechim. WhenKissingercameover he had
initially a prettysteephill to climb to getthe ForeignServiceon his side.He broughtwith
him a numberof peoplewho hadworkedfor him overatthe NSC,someof themForeign
Serviceofficerslike Larry Eagleburgersomeof whomwerenot, like Hal Sonnenfeldt
who cameashis counselor] think it took awhile for Kissingerto really gethold of the
ForeignService.

| told Kissingerwhenhe cameover,| wasprettytired. | hadbeendoingthis for two anda
half yearsandyou getkind of burnedout. He askedmeto stayon alittle while. | said,

A O K will stayonalittle while butthenl really needto moveonto somehinge | sBy . 0
thistime | hadoneyoungchild andanotheronecomingandFranciestartedsayingfi Y o u
know, you needto moveono Sol told Kissingerthat| would stayon briefly andthen
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transitionto somethingelse.l hadno particularassignmenin mind, just somethingwith
alessfrantic pace.Thetroublewasthattwo weeksafterKissingerarrived,the Yom
Kippur War brokeoutin the Middle East.

Q: Thiswas6 7 2 .

BREMER:No, October,6 7 S8omuchfor my leaving.And if | thoughtl hadworked
hardbefare, thattime lookedlike a picnic comparedo the nextyears.We basically

d i dlook upfor anotherthreeyears.l think thewarwasin away whatforged

Ki s s i nelgtienwith she ForeignService.He woundup relying very heavilyon
ForeignServiceofficers, still hadafew peoplehe broughtwith him from the White
Housewho wereMiddle Eastexpertdike Hal SaundersBut he suddenlyfoundhe
needegeoplelike JoeSiscoandRoy Athertonwho could helphim. Ontheir side,they
recaynizedhe couldgetthingsdonebecaus®f his understandingf the Presidenaandhis
policies

UnderRogersyery oftenwhateverStateproposedjot eithermodified at the White
Houseor turneddown. In Kissinger,becausée wassocloseto the presidentthe
Departmensuddenlyhadarealchanneko the Presidentin thelastquarterof 6 7wath
the Yom Kipper War andthe oil embargo]ots of relatedproblemstheseeventsbeganto
forgearelationshipbetweerKissingerandthe careerservice.

Q: Soyoustayedanotherthree?
BREMER:I stayeduntil earlyd 7 6 .
Q: Whatwereyoudoingwith Kissinger?

BREMER:| washis specialassistat andeventuallyhis chief of staff. | replaced.arry
EagleburgerLarry movedfrom beingchief of staffto beingundersecretaryor
managemerandl became&K i s s i chigfefstaffs

Kissingeroperatedn awaythatin effectdowngradedhes e c r e tokeasanat 0 s
organizationHe movedmostof thatkind of coordinationof the StateDepartmentnto
his own office. He wantedtighter controlover everythingandhe certainlyexercisedrery
tight controlof the StateDepartment.

Q: Initially, howdid youfind workingwith Kissingerandhowdid it develop?

BREMER:Well, h e averydifficult manto work for. He is extremelydemanding.
Therearealot of storiesaboutthat.He workedvery hard.In away, it wasanothedesson
thatl takefrom my time in Washingtonl haveneverseenanybodygetaheadn this
townwhod o e svarlohird.You cannotbe aneffectivetop official in the American
goverrmentandwork 97 5; it justd o e svorkd This becameclearwhenEd Muskiewas
secretaryvhom| workedwhenhebecamesecretaryHe liked to work from 107 5 or
whatFSOsprivatelycalledii s e n ehtoaurr &0 .
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Henryworkedreally hard,long hours,demanded greatdealof his staff, muchmore
thananybodythoughttheycould produce poththosepeopleon hisimmediatestaff but
particularlythe StateDepartment

Q: 6" floor?

BREMER: As aresultof hisdemandingstandardsikHenrywasableto assemble very
strongfi 8f | oteamattheassistansecretarytevel. By mostp e o panalysisit was
the strongesgroupof assistansecretariesinceDulleshadbeensecretaryMost of them
werecareerforeignServiceofficersandhe workedthemto death.Noneof themever
complainedcaboutnot seeingenoughof the secretaryHe really workedthem. It
persuadednethatwhenit is challengecandpushedthe ForeignServiceis the bestgroup
of peoplein theU.S. governmentTheycanproduceenormouslywell, butwhentheyare
not pushedheytendto fall backto aratherfigetalongdownhereon-the-sixth-flooro
approactandfl e hobbstherthosetop guysontheseventhloor with our problems.
We ocltlittle dealsonourownamongo ur sel ves. 0

Henrywasonto that He would say,i N ¢hatissuebelongsup herewith me.I wantto
decidethat.l d o nvarttyou, assistansecretaryfor Europemakingadealonan
importantpolicy matterwith the assistansecretaryfrom NearEastaboutsomething
withoutmy knowingabauti t . 0

Everyday, everyassistansecretarjnadto write a onepagememorandunto Kissingerof
whathe or shehaddonethatday. Therewere23 or 24 of them.Moreovereveryother
principal of the Departmentthe deputy,theundersecretariesyrote a similar memoto
Kissingereveryday.Whenhetraveled thosememoscameby cable,everyday. Oneof
thethingswe did on the staff wasreadthemanddecidewhatwasof interestto him that
heshouldsee It wasa mechanisnof overwatchof the Departmentvhich only a
megalomaniatike Henrywho workedthathardcouldactuallydo, butit worked.

Q: Howdid, | havea long interviewwith WinstonLord, howdid hefit into this?

BREMER: Winstonwasvery closeto Henry.He hadbeenwith him atthe White House.
He cameoverasdirectorof policy planningandin termsof H e n rsyrabegicapproat to
theworld, grandstrategy Winstonwascertainlyoneof his closestadvisersHe alsowas
themainspeechwriter.

Kissingerhadtheview thatspeechyiving by the secreary of stateis theway you move
policy, whichwasnewsto me,| h a d figéredit out You movepolicy by whatyou say
publicly assecretaryof state.Sowriting a speecHor Kissingerwasa major policy
matter He would sayto the staffincludingWinston, i Bmgoingto give aspeecton
food policy atthe FAO conferencen Romein six weeksandl wantto do thefollowing
fourt h i @arglall éour of themwerenewpolicy. Theway you gotthatdonewasnot by
writing amemoto the president- well, sometmesyou did -- but the otherway wasyou
circulateddraftsof the speechandthe peopleat the Departmenbf Agriculturewould
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say,i N mq,no.Youc a rsdythatatthe FAO becausehisisthecurrentp ol i cy . 0
Kissingerwould say,ii We I think we oughtto movethep o | i Anywayteused
speecheasawayto movepolicy forwardin away | think few secretariebeforeor since
havedone.Sospeechwritingvasmorethanjust writing puttingwordson paper;it
becameawayto makepolicy.

Q: Did yougetany feelfor Kissingerand Nixon,therelationshipthere?

BREMER:Not agreatdeal.l hada senseof amostlyrespectfukivalry. Theyboth
corsideredthemselves- andcertainlywere-- expertson foreignpolicy. Theywereboth
realists theybothsawtheworld the sameway. Nixon, asmanypeoplehave written, had
aratherinward-looking personality] guesss onewayto putit. | think heoftenfoundit
very hard,particularlyafterthe Chinaopening thatKissingerbecamesucha starwhich
certainlywash d\ixon. He wasnevergoingto be a star.Sotherewasa certainjealousy
there.

Kissingerwasrespectfulof the presidentpothbecausdie occupiedthe office andl think
he understoodhatthe presidensawtheworld largelyashedid andhe couldwork with
him. But it wasanup anddownrelationship.

Q: Did yougetanyfeelfor therole of say,Congressaandall becauséereyouhad
Kissingerwhowasan anathemaapparentlyto someof the Republicarright wing of the
Republicarparty. Theycould hardly wait till theyhada chanceto knockhim downatfter
Nixonleft.

BREMER: Certainlyfor thefirst yearor so,the problemwaslesswith theright thanwith
theleft becaus&/ietnamwasstill goingon. SenatoWilliam Fulbrightwaschairmanof
thesenatd-oreign RelationsCommitteeandasl| recallmostof theissuegaisedat that
time wererelatedto Vietham.The Congressin thesummerof 6 7 Badcut off funding
for our military operationsn Vietnam.We weredrawingouttroopsby then.ld o n 6 t
remembetheright beinga problemuntil later,until maybed 7@ 7 5 .

SenatodesséHelmsandSenatoiScoopJacksona Democrathadproblemswith the
détentepolicy towardsthe SovietUnion. Theybelievedwe shouldconfrontthe Soviets
andthattheideaof havingsomekind of cooperativeelationshipwith the communists
andMoscowwaswrongheadedAnd, of course someof themwerevery upsetwith the
openingto Chinawhich manyon theright considered betrayalof our old allies,the
KMT in Taiwan.

Q: Wherewereyouwhenthe openingto Chinacameabout?ThiswasbeforeKissinger
becamesecretaryof state.

BREMER:I wasworking for Rogersatthattime. | think histrip wasi n1ld o n 6 t
remembeexactly.

Q: Howdid that hit youall?
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BREMER:I did notknow abou it aheadpf coursel assumdrogersdid. | wasstunned
by thetrip asmostpeoplewere.| sawthe opportunitypresentedby the openingto China,
anopportunityto usethe Chineseto bring somepressuren the Viethamesavherewe
werestill in thewar and asa counterbalanceo the Russiango try to makethe Russians
payallittle moreattention.| sawit asa partof the chesggameof nationalsecuritypolicy.
Sooncel gotovermy shock,l thoughtit wasa goodmove.

Q: I think mostof usin the Foreign Servicefelt it wasabouttime. Thereis this peculiar
thingthatyoud o ntabkto peopleyoud o ra@réewith or something.

BREMER: Yesbutthis wasdifficult andcomplicatecbecausef thelongtime war-time
relationshipwith the KMT in Taiwan.This wasnotaneasything for Nixon to do. This
wa s jushit e tal&osthis wasamgor strategiomoveonthe globalchessoard--
obviouslyoneof the moreimportantof thelater20" century.

Q: Wereyougettingany feelfor the KissingerDobryninrelationship?He wasthe Soviet
ambassadofor manyyearshere.

BREMER: Yes.While hewasatthe NSCKissingerhadestablished very close
relationshipwith two ambassador®obryninand SimchaDinitz who wasthe
ambassadarf Israel.Particularlyafterthe Yom Kippur War brokeoutin Octoberof 6 7 3 ,
Dinitz wasaregularvisitor andKissingertalkedto eachthemvery oftenonthe
telephoneWheneitherof themcameto call on Kissinger,the Secretaryarrangedeach
Ambassadocoulddrive into thebasemenandparkin thebasementin thosedaysthere
w a s asthiichsecuritybut you still hadto havespecialpermissiorto getin. So when
Dobryninor Dinitz wascoming,somebodyon our staff would go downandtell the
guardgto lettheA mb a s s aeadm Hedvauld thenusethes e c r eprivateejedator
to arrivedirectlyattheS e ¢ r e dffiaersyitéos the 7" floor. It w a s astupidpractice
becauseisits couldbe donewithoutthe pressknowing It becamea controvesial issue
whenKissingerleft office in early1977.

| think thatSecretaryvanceor somebodyn his staff madea big thing aboutthe fact
Dobryninwould haveto parkoutfront like anybodyelse.l couldunderstandhis butit
did meanwhenDobrynincame,it wasa matterof public knowledgeand sometimesn
diplomacyit is agoodideafor not everythingto be public.

Q: Did youhavethefeeling,sort of sitting outsideK i s s i affigeavhed3obrynin
camein thatthingswerebeingdecidedandyouwerebeingtold be sureyoudo thisand
dothat? Wouldinstructionscomefrom Kissingerafterwards?

BREMER:Yes,generallyl think his recordswould showthatoftenKissingermetalone
with Dobrynin. So on our side,anyway,therewasno written recordof whathappenedl
assumedobryninwould go back anddictatea telegram Kissingerwould normallycall
oneof usin andsaywe decidedo do this or we decidedto do thator | needamemo
from Art Hartmannwho wasassistansecretaryfor Europearaffairsto do this or that.
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Onapersonabasistheyappearedo havea good,easygoingrelationship Of course,
theywerebothprofessionalsotheyknewwhatthelimits were.

Q: Did the Chineseconnectionwasit bearingfruit, did youfeelor wasthis almosta
major oneshotdealjustto let the Sovietsknowwe had otherfish to fry or somethindike
that?

BREMER:I d o réveastrongmemoryof how the Chinathing playedout.

Q: Onedoeshavethefeelingthatit sortof happeneandOK, thereit is butnot much
precededromit, outsideof thefact that therewassomebodyglsesitting at thetable.

BREMER: WinstonLord would bea muchbetterpersonto ask;theveryfactthatl am
hesitatingsuggestshatit d i dmaket bigimpressioronme.

Goingbacka bit, how it wasto work for Henry.He workedregularlyuntil 10 or 11 at
nightandthenheusuallywentoff to dinnersomewheresometimedaterthanthat. |
remembe@anoccasion] think we wereworking on a speechwhichwasalwaysa
nightmare goingthroughdraft numberl6 or something- | mentiored beforehow
importantspeechewsvereto him. It wasabout3 o0 6 c lindherkorning.He calledmein
to yell at meaboutsomethingaboutthe speecrandhe basicallyaccusedne of working
morecloselywith oneof the assisantsecretarieshanwith him -- kind of questioningny
loyalty. Herel amat3 0 6 c lindherkorningandl knewl hadto bebackat6:30in the
morning.He hadsecretserviceprotectionat thattime. Walt Bothe,the headof his USSS
detail standingpostjust outsideH e n rofifi@ sAs | cameout, | turnedto Walt andsaid,
A Y dckoow, you SecretServiceguysarenotassessinghethreatcorrectlyh e r Helodk
puzzledandl added i Y oshouldbelookingfor peoplewho haveacces@andmot i v e 0
andl walkedaway.

Q: Washeoneof thesepeoge, aswith Nixon,whowouldblow up andthewholeidea
wassort of disengageg/ourselfandthenwait for it to simmerdownandthengo backor to
forgetaboutit?

BREMER:No, Henrywasdifferent.l d i dhav@é¢noughdirectexperienceavith Nixon
but| coud tell thereweretimeswhenhewould say,ii Db h il ®ld onestoryabout
RogersNixon did it with Kissinger,you know: fil wantthis doneby tonigh andthenit
would kind of go awaybecauséixon hadotherthingson his mind. The bureaucracy
learnedo slow-walk someinstructions gvenfrom the President.

Kissingerwasquite demandingandhewould stick with somethinguntil hewaseither
persuadedt wasthewrongcourseor hegothis way. He tendedo blow off steamto
thoseof uson his personaktaff, whichis, afterall, oneof therolesof the staff. You take
thebrunt;you areabufferin awayandt h aGKodY®u getusedto it or you leave.
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Whenwe hired newstaff, we usedto saytheywereeithergonein 24 hoursbecause¢hey
c o u | takeitdor theystayedon. He wasatoughtaskmastebut | cameto havegreat
respecfor him.

Q: Did NancyKissinger,whenshecameon board,wasshehelpfulat all?

BREMER: Shewas.| think shesoftenedsomeof the edgesa bit. Oneof the more
interestingsidelightswasFrancieandl wenton their honeymoorwith them.It wasquite
amusingl rememberit wasa Thursdayeveningandhe hadbeenplanningavacation
startingthatweekendo goto Acapulcoashe haddonefor years-- hehadfriendswho
loanedhim their housefor aweek.He calledmein Thursdaynightandsaid,in Bmgoing
to marryNancySaturdaymorningandfly downthereand! dike youto comedownto
keepmestaffedduringourh oney moon. 0

| said,i MISecretary] @ leenontheroadwith youfor somethindike 200outof the
last250days.| 6 gottwo youngchildrenandawife andl justc a rmd@tth alrt theend
hesaid,ii We yolicanbringyourw i f And sioFrancieandl wentto Acapulcoontheir
honeymoorwith them.Thepacefor medidnd telaxmuch.We hadStateDepartmenand
White Housecommunications- hewasstill both SecretaryandNSCadvisor-- sowe
receivedthe usualhourly flow of cablesyeports memos pressstories,etc.We werein
ourvilla andhehadhisvilla. | would makeseverakunseachdaywith the cableand
memotraffic, gethis guidanceon actionitems,scurrybackto our villa andsendoff
instructionsto Stateandthe NSC.We weretherefor abouta week.

Q: Howdid thisset,y o u &magiedmanandy o u @ottweo kidsby this pointandyou
wantedto getoutandall of a suddery o u @ottteeeanda half or moreyearsunder
high pressureHow did this hit sort of marriedlife?

BREMER:Not verywell andin theendt h awthydl feft. | hadplannedo stay through
theb 7efection.Butin earlyd 7Fancieputdownherfootandsaid,ii L o thisc a nyd t
o n It kadbeenfive yearsof thiswork pace startingin the secretariatthenNMCC and
the ops centerandthenworking for Rogersandthenfor Kissinger.l wasprettyburned

out andshewasvery burnedout. Sol told him | just hadto leave.Family comesfirst and
sothatwasthe endof my assignmentWe wentoff to Norway.

Q: Wereyouthereat thetimewhenthe buggingof thetelephonesituationcameout?
Woul youtalk aboutthat?

BREMER: WhenKissingercameoverto the StateDepartmentheimporteda systemthat
hadbeenestablishedtthe NSCwhich recordedhis phonecalls; theywereautomatically
recordedandthenstenographernypedup verbatimrecordsof them.Their purposewas
twofold: one,for immediatefollow-up. He justtold the assistansecretaryto gethim a
paperon economigoolicy towardsRussiaby tonight, sothe staff neededo know thatand
to follow up to be surethathappenedAnd thenfor historic purposesin termsof what
did hesayonthetelephondo Dobryninor Dinitz or somebody.
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Whenhe cameto the StateDepartment] wasuneasyaboutthis procesof actuallytaping
p e o pghanécalls.| amnotanattorneysol w a s ledkihg atit from alegal point of
view; | wasjust sayingit makesmeuneasySo | persuadedhim thatwe shouldnot make
recordingsanymoreInsteadthe secretariesvould listento the callsandmakethe notes
astheylistened We would still getstenographicecords, althoughobviouslyless
accuratébecausgiouc o u | g maékandforth andhearthem.You hadto doit onetime
in realtime. Thoserecordswerethentypedup andacopywascirculatedto the staff,
basicallyfor the purposeof follow-up; thatwasour main purpose.

| ¢ a metnembethesequencef whenthathappenedbutit happenedoonafterhecame
over.Admittedly this wasa fine distinction-- betweeractualtaperecordingsand
stenographicecords.

Q: Therereacheda point at somepoint whereinstructionsweregivento bugthe
telephoneof

BREMER: Oh, thatwasbeforehe cameto the StateDepartmentT h a whérdhewas
overatthe NSC.You aretalking aboutsomethingelse. Thathappeneavhenhewasat
theWhite House.l wasnotinvolvedin that.

Q: PeterRodmarjustdiedbutwho,whatwashis role?

BREMER:Peterwasverylong-termassociat®f H e n r jebalbeena studentof

H e n rayHarsard,workedfor him atthe White Housein a staffjob, cameto the State
Departmentl think heworkedwith Winstonin policy planning.He wasa beautiful
writer, hada wonderfulmind andsupplementedlVinstonin termsof their ability to help
Kissingerthink aboutthe broadstrategicview. Peterwasvery knowledgeabl®n the
SovietUnion andsohewashelpfulin Europetheway Winstonwashelpful with China.
Thesewerethetwo big subjectsHe wasvery closeto Kissinger.

Q: Wereyouwith Kissingerduring Watergateor not?

BREMER: YesduringthedenouementThebreakin wasd 7whenl wasstill working
for Rogers Kissingercameto the StateDepartmentn 6 7b8it| wastherefor the
denouemenincludingN i x oresignationn o 7 4 .

Q: Howdid thatplayinthes e c r edffiee? y 0 s

BREMER: Thestrategicproblemwasthatwe hada collapsingpresidencywhich becane
obviousby thespringof 6 7 Wwentoff with Kissingeron the variousMiddle East
shuttlesjncludingthe 33-dayshuttlethatbroughtaboutthe seconddisengagement
agreemenbetweernisraelandSyriain April andMay. A lot of the activity on thattrip
wasencouragedy Nixon. He wanteda diplomaticsucces®f somekind -- in effect,he
d i dwaitKissingerto comehomeemptyhandedSofor 33 dayswe shuttledbetween
JerusalenandDamascusindCairoandCyprusandall overthe placein anabsolutely
exhaustingvisit whichendedn successlt d i dsaw@Nixon, of courseThe
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disengagemerggreementvasreached think in the middle of May andNixon woundup
resigningin August.Somewheré havea copyof hisresignatiorietterbecausé¢he
Presidentesignedto the Secretaryof State.

Watergatehadtwo effects:makingthe overallconductof foreignpolicy muchmore
difficult becaus®thercountriescould seewe wereweakeningpur presidencywas
weakeningThatin turn hadthe effectof strengtheningissingerwithin the American
governmenbecausdewasa high wire actandit wasabouttheonly actthatanybody
hadgoing,includingNixon. T h a wh§ Nixon keptsaying,i Y 0 ugbtiogeta

S uc c mtheendiit d i dsav@Nixon. SoWatergatalefinitely hadan effect.

Q: Did AlexanderHaig run acrossyour radar at thetime?

BREMER: Yes,butonly periodicallybecauséne wasatthe White House.l workedfor
Haig laterwhenhebecamesecretaryof state.

Q: HowwouldyoudescribeK i s s i nelgtienshipp during thetimeyouwerewith him
with Congress?

BREMER:I would sayonthewhole,hewasquiteattentiveto Con g r eiewshiEcause
theyhadcut off fundingfor Viethamandwe weregoingto haveto wind up amajorwar.
He wasunderattackfrom theright for his détentewith the Russiansandhis openingto
China Sohepaidalot of attentionto them About his relationshig with particular
congressmenyou would to look personby person.

Q: I waswonderingwhetherhe madean effortto bring people you know,senatorsor
congressmenverto talk to thepresident.

BREMER: Yes,theycame theyvisited. ScoopJacksorcameto Statea numberof times,
| rememberMost of thetime therewasinteractionon thetelephoneHe sawthemat
dinners.TheKissinges werequite social;despitehis work schedulehedid getaround.
Generallyned i dgo i émbassiefor dinner.But he sawcongressmeat other
Washingtorsocialevents.

Q: Did yougethit with nightthoughtstelephonecalls in themiddleof the nightat home
anddothisor?

BREMER: Yes,althoughmostof the nightthoughs camewhenwe werestill atthe
office, sincehed i dleadetntil 10or110 6 c latmighk Mostof thetime eachdaywas
long enoughasit was.

Q: Whatwasyour feelingon theseshuttlethingsduring, trying to bring peacen the
Middle East?Did yougetanyfeelfor this? Werethereanycharactersnvolvedin this?

BREMER: Thereweresomebig figures.GoldaMeir wasprimeministerin Israel.Hafez
Assadwaspresidenpf Syria, Anwar Sadatwvasin Egypt andKing Husseinwasin
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Jordan-Thesewereimportantpeople.Y ou gottheimpressiorthesewereverytough
peopleliving in aroughneighborhoodGoldaMeir with herbackgroundl i dtakéany
nonsenseff anybody,ncludingHenry.Henryhaswritten storiesabouthis meetings
with Assad.l satin onacoupleof them.Assadwasa verytoughcharacter- charming
butverytough.Thenyou hadSadatwho hada softnessakind of humanity abouthim
thatwasquite striking, comparedo theseothervery toughpeople.

Q: Justto givea feelfor this, whatwereyoudoingduring oneof theseshuttlethings?

BREMER: It wasmostlywhata staff persondoes;helphim preparefor meetingsand
help him reportbackon meetingsall thewhile keepirg him abreasof developments
elsewheren theworld. WhenHenrywaso6 d o thhalt &- kedvésnationalsecurity
adviserandsecretaryf state-- we hadtwo separateommunicationghannelsatthis
time. We hadWACA, White Housecommunicationsywhichwashandlingcablesthat
wentdirectly to the NSCandto the Presidentf necessargndwe hadthe State
Departmentpormalsecretaryf statecommunications.

Soeverydaytherewasa hugevolumeof traffic in bothchannelsn bothdirectionsWe
hadto figure outwhatof this heneededo know becausas| mentionedearlier,he
basicallyranthe StateDepartmentvenwhenhewastraveling. Therewasanacting
secretaryput anyimportantdecisionhadto cometo the secretaryplustherewerethe
daily reportsfrom all of his assistansecretariesThentherewasthe questionof his
meetingsvherevemwe were:who wasgoingto go to which meetingsandwho wasgoing
to bethe notetakerandwho wasgoingto write the cables Oneof us,| or oneof the
otherstaff, would haveto clearthe cableson behalfof the secretaryunlesswe thoughtit
wassensitivejn which casew e daleto gethim to look atthem.

Therewasa daily reportto the presidentEitheroneof the otherStateDepartment
assistansecretariesr | would draftthe cableto the presidentThatwentthroughthe
White Housechannelsandnot to the StateDepartmenbn theratherflimsy reasoninghat
Ki s s i daidyespodéivgassentin hisrole asNationalSecurityAdvisor.

Therewerelogisticsquesions;w h o gbiagoverto Damascusodayandwhattimeis the
planeleaving.It wasprettymucha full time operationMost of thelogisticswerethe
responsibilityof the secretariastaff who, asusual,accompaniethe Secretarywhenhe
traveled,asl had donewhenin thesecretariabnthe Nixon trip to Moscowin 1972.

In variousmedings| would bethe notetaker,takethe notesandwrite up therecord,
usuallyasacable.

Q: Oneof thesortof complaintsl haveheardfrom timeto time, peoplesayingwhen
Kissingerwouldgo, particularly ontheseshuttlethings,hew o u | awaysihform his
ambassadoof the particular countrywhathad beensaidandsothis left theambassador
in sortof a neverneverland, or not?
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BREMER:I thinkt h acobri@din somecasesNot somuchin theMiddle East,though.
Theambassadadn SyriawasDick Murphy andHermanEilts wasin EgyptandTom
Pickeringwasin JordanTheywereall deeplyinvolvedin thediscussionsvith the
governmentso which theywereaccredited.

It depended lot on whetherKissingertrustedthe ambassadoAs a generakule -- at
leastonthe Middle Eastvisits -- theycameinto the meetingswith the headof state.
CertainlyHenrywassecretiveandd i dravéaleverythingthatwasgoingonto
everybody | amsurethereweretimeson othervisits whenthe US Ambassadowasnot
included.Until hecameto know andtrustsomebodyKissingerwasvery circumspect
aboutwhathewould tell. Thereweredegree®f informationto differentpeople.

Oneof thethingsthoseof uson his personaktaff hadto do wasremembemwho was
clearedto know what. It wascomplicated.

Q: Did youfind whenyou cameout of a meetingandtherewouldbetheambassador,
sayingh Whhappened?0

BREMER: Of courseandyoutriedto be ashelpful asyou couldwithin the scopeof
whatyou thoughtthe secretaryould allow, or sometimesnorethanthatbecausegou
knewthe Ambassadohadto know. Sincel wasa diplomat,althoughnotavery
experienceaneatthatpoint, | knewthattherewasaneedto knowwhatwasgoingon,
andsometimeddenrywould sayto oneof us,fi D o telbsbands oamdw e dight back.
A L o & k @gosto know becausehe meetingin Cyprusis comingupin48h our s . 0
Usuallyhewould bereasonabl®nceyou explainedwhy someonaeededo know. He

d i dhavetb know justbecausdehadto know but becausesomethinghadto happeror
the Ambassadohadto do something.

Q: I amtold that Kissingerlike somanypeoplewhoare verytough,if somebodys
essentialf toughback,butto betoughwith a reasonthat he wasnot unbending.

BREMER:I t tluethathewasbothtoughandnotunbendingT h a wh§ Isthink people
haveassessethathe hadoneof the strongesteamof assistansecretariedn theend,if
theassistansecretaryv o u | stamdup to him, Kissingerw o u | kkspéchim andthat
guywasgoingto begone.He hadavery stronggroupof peoplearoundhim who were
notafraidto say,i Y catewrong,Mr. SecretaryT h a notithewayi t gdisgto work.
H e r ehathappensf youdot h al v o asdyteverytime hewould agreejof course
not, but hewould listento theargumentandwhereit wasareasonabl@oint, hewould
agreegvenif it meantreversinghimself. You could notwork closelywith Kissinger and
notbefairly strongbecausdewould runyouinto thegroundif youw e r estnodgt

Whatoffendedmein that3:00conversatiorwasheaccusednein effectof disloyalty. |
wasfiworkingtoo closelyo with Art Hartmanor somebodyl wasprettyfrosted by that. It
was3 0 6 c linaherkorning.Word gotbackto him somehowthat| wasangry.The next
morninghewasworking out of his NSCoffice. | gotword to comeovertherewhich| did
almosteveryday.He calledmein andapologizedHe hadrealizedhe hadgonetoofar.
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Q: Onething | wantedto askyou,butit is kind of going backa bit, but | wonderif you
couldtalk a bit aboutHenryKissinger.l interviewedPeterRodmarwhojustdied.| saw
thatyouwereat his memorialservice HenryKissingerreally hada remarkablerecord
of recruiting peoplewhohavedonewell elsewhereandreally verybright people What
wasit? Did heattractthem?Did theyseekhim out? Whatdo youattribute his successn
havingthis cadrearound?

BREMER:Henrywasableto mobilize the StateDepartmenaindthe ForeignServiceby
beingaverydemandingecretaryMy view is thatthe ForeignServiceis probablythe
mosttalentedgroupof peoplein Washingtorbut thereis atendencyin the State
Departmentowardsfiefdoms. DeanAchesonusedto talk aboutthe department
fibaroniesd Nothingmuchhaschangedn thelast50 years Eachof thebureauss run
ratherlike afiefdom. Sotheway the StateDepartmenbperatesn normalcircumstances
is thatthe assistansecretariesn the 6™ floor oftentry to avoid havingbig problemsgo

to the 7" floor, to the secretarybecaus¢heyknowh e gomgtofi i nt eimtliee r e o
planning..

Q: Screwthingsup.

BREMER: Or messup their privatearrangementsith eachother SowhenHenrycame

to the StateDepartmentn 1973,hereplacedBill Rogersvhowasnotaverydemanding
secretaryof state,avery nicemanbut notverydemandingHe hadabitofal awy er 6 s
approacthto foreignpolicy thinking of eachcountryasa separatelientandthere was

little strategichinking.

Henryc o u | hawelieénmoredifferent. He demandedhatall importantissueshe
broughtto him. He wantedto maketheimportantdecisionsHe wasalsodemandingpf
the quality of work comingfrom the assistansecretags.| think theanswemwastwofold:
first, thathis stylechallengedhe ForeignServicein awayit h a d lmeénthallenged
probablysincethe 1950s,underAchesonandDulles ThoseForeignServiceofficerswho
werecapableandableto takethe pressureand the demand®of Henryprovedthemselves
to be quite extraordinaryasyou pointedout. Someof themwenton to greatempublic
service And asl mentionedn anearlierinterview, Henryknewenoughto askgood
guestionsandto takeit well if anexperiencd officer told him his planof actionwas
wrong-- aslong ashe couldbackup his assertions.

Theofficerswhoc o u | takettistbrutal pacefell by theway very quickly. Sincel was
his chief of staff, | sawit first handin recruitingfor his personaktaff becausdewas
eventougheron his personasktaff. If youc o u | taketlie pressur@andsometimegshe
abuseyouwereoutvery quickly. We hadpeoplewho we would recruitto beaspecial
assistanand48 hourslatert h e saytheeyreallyd i dwerd thejob.

Sol think theansweraboutHenrywasfirst, hewasvery smart,he wasextremely

demandingandin theendheforcedpeopleto performabovewhattheythoughtthey
coulddo. Thatcertainlywasmy experiencel wasperformingatalevell d i treabzel
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could.I think it wastrue of alot of peopleandthereforehe broughtthe bestout of
people As you pointedout, a numberof themhavegoneon to otherthings.

Q: Wehavebasicallycovereduntil youleft Kissinger.Youleft when?
BREMER:In Januaryor Februaryof 6 7 6 .

Q: Andthenwhat?

BREMER:| wentoff asdeputychief of missionin Oslo,Norway.

Q: Todayis October7, 2008.Jerry, youare off to OsloasDCM in 1976.How did the
DCM job comearound?

BREMER:I hadbeenworking asKissinge r ahief of staff for morethanayear,maybe
15 or 16 monthsby thenandl wasworn out. | hadbeenin the positionworking first for
RogersthenKissingerfor almostfive years.l hadtwo youngkids, Franciewasfed up
with thelife. Sol told Kissinger | hadto getout for the sakeof my family life.

| wasofferedthe chanceo goto Norwayin Januaryof 6 7aéidl immediatelytookit. |
h a d leénto Norwaybut| wasinterestedn the opportunity.

Q: Whowasthe ambassadoto Norwayat thetime?

BREMER:It wasTom Byrnebut he stayedonly a coupleof months.He wastransferred,
maybetwo or threemonthsafter| gotthere.He wentto Czechoslovakia.

Q: T h agodaunusuali s it, fothavea Foreign Serviceofficerthere?

BREMER: Yes,but Tom hadvery goodconnectionsvith the U.S.labormovement!
think hewasvery closeto Irving Brown.

Q: So,moreor lessyouwerecharge?

BREMER:| becamechargéalmostassoonasl arriveduntil thearrival of the secondbf
thethreeambassadonsservedunderin Norway,whowasBill Anders.Bill camein the
summerof 6 7 Bill hadbeenanastronaubn Apollo 8; hehadbeenanAir Forceofficer
andanuclearengineerHe wasat NASA for awhile afterthatandthenhebecamea
memberof whatwasthencalledthe Atomic EnergyCommission AEC, which eventually
becaméhe NRC(NuclearRegulatoryCommission)Again, | amnot surewhathis
political connectiorwasexcepthe wasofferedthe job in Norwayandcamein the
summerofd 7 6 .

Q: Whatwasthe political situationin Norwayandthenin N o r w &asiépssition?

54



BREMER:N o r w @afitica situationwasquiteinterestingl haveto go backin their
history. The Norwegians)ike mostof the northernEuropeanssatout the First World
War asneutralsanddrewthe conclusionthatneutralitywasan effectiveforeign policy in
the 20" century.Well, theywereinvadedby the Germansa surpriseattackin April of
1940,andlike anumberof the northernEuropeansthe Norwegiansthe Danesthe
Dutch,the Belgians-- thelessontheytook from the SecondWorld War wasthat
neutralityd i dwoik.tSoafterthe SecondNorld War Norway, like thoseother
countriesbecameanactiveandvigorousmemberof NATO. Thepolicy of supporting
NATO hadbeencarriedout by successiv&orwegiangovernment®f bothright andleft
for thefollowing -- by thetime | wasthere-- thirty years.

In 1976,Norwaywasundera socialdemocratiggovernmentBut thereis an important
distinctionin Norwayfrom someof the continentalabormovemaets. Thelabor
movemenin Norway, calledthe LO, hadneverbeeninvolvedin violent manifestations
againsthe governmentshadbeenthe casen Francewith the communistaborunions
or in Germanywherelaborunionshadbeensomewhamoreviolent.

In Norway, thewholelabormovementendedo beresponsibleAs aresult,thelabor
governmentvhichwasin powerwhenl arrivedin Norwaywasa very strongsupporter
of NATO which wasthe key Americaninterest Norwaywasthe only NATO country
otherthanTurkeythatborderedon the SovietUnion. This madeit avital listeningpost
andobservatiompostfor monitoringparticularlythe RussiarNorth Seafleet which had
its basein Murmansk not far from the Norwegianborder.

Q: TheKola Peninsulamilitary compex.

BREMER: The Russian$iada hugenavalcomplexthere.Onecanreadin Russian
historyhow for centuriegheir rulershadbeenconcernedo beableto getshipsto sea.
Murmanskfilled thebill. Whenthe Russiangleployedtheirlong rangesubmarinesthey
hadto comeacrosswvhatis calledthe GIUK Gap,the Greenland|celand andUK Gap--
thatsectionof the North Seawestof the Norwegiancoast. Knowing aboutthese
deploymentsvasvital in arrivingatA me r ioceealbassessmermtf Sovietstrategyard
obviouslytheirimmediatedeploymentsWorking with Norwegiansve hadavery active
antirsubmaringorograminvolving P-3 planesflown from Norwegianair fields.

Q: Thiswouldbethe Orion?

BREMER: The Orion P-3sto surveythis areaandto track Russiarsubmarinesswell as
their surfacefleet.

As aresultof their previousneutrality,andout of concermot needlesslyo provokethe
Russianswhentheyjoined NATO the Norwegiansspecifiedthattheywould not allow
anyforeigntroopsto be stationedon Norwegiansoil. We hadAmericanmilitary
personneln aNATO commandvhich atthetime wascalledAFNORTH, locatedoutside
of Oslo.But like all otherNATO membersyve hadno forcesstationedn Norway.We
did conductregularexercisesvith American,British, Dutchandotherforcesin Norway.
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But the Norwegianshadalsoestablishedestrictionson how far northin Norwaythose
forcescouldgo. The Norwegiansveresensitiveto thefact theyhavea commonborder
with the SovietUnion. Theyrestrictedche NAT O exercisedo aline far of theborderat
Kirkenes

Sowe hadaninterestin Norwayandaninterestin their beinga goodally in NATO. That
wasour majorinterest.

Q: Thisis slightly beforeyour time but howhadthe Norwegianseenregardingour
involvemenin VietnamWeknowhowthe Swedeseactedand| waswonderingwhether
therewasa difference.

BREMER:BYy thetime | arrivedwe hadbasicallylostin Vietham.We hadabandoned
Vietnamin April of 6 7. Soit w a s ashotanissueasit hadbeenbefore.l remember
Tom Byrnetelling mea coupleof yearsearlierhe hadbecomeed up with the coverage
aboutViethamon Norwegiantelevision Byrnewentin to seethedirectorof the
Norwegianbroadcastingompanywho madea bunchof excusesabouthowit was n last
job to setthe policy. Tomtold me he pushechis chairbackandsaid,ii We | guessyou
arenottheright personto talkt oaadwalkedout. | ratheradmiredhis approachBut by
thetime | wasthere,it wasnotamajorissuein our relationswith Norway.

Q: Whatwasthe embassyike? Thestaff?

BREMER: By the standardf AmericanEmbassiesn Europe Oslowasarathersmall
embassymediumby worldwide standardswWe hadathreemanpolitical sectionmaybe
threein theeconomicsection We hadanactiveUSIA, asit wasthencalled,aPAO,
Cultural Affairs andInformationOfficers We hadbotha defenseattachéandan ODC,
Office of DefenseCooperatiorwhich | thoughtwasunnecessargndconfusingbut we
hadtwo. Sowe hadalot of interactionwith what you would call the political-military
peoplein the Norwegian governmenandthink-tanks.

Thequality of the peopleat the postvaried

Q: Norwayis not at the hub of theuniverse.

How did youfind dealingwith the Norwegiangovernment?

BREMER: Comparedo my previousexperiencen AfghanistanandAfrica, it wasless
stressful poth professionallyandto our family. First of all, the Norwegiansarepretty
openanddirect. Theyprettymuchtold youwhatwason their mind. If theyhadany
disagreenentstheytold you. Sodealingwith themwasbusinesslike

Q: Youweretherefrom whento when?

BREMER: I wastherefrom early1976until towardstheendofo 7 9 .
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Q: Youweretherewhenwehadan electionand Carter camein. Carter wassortof an
unknown forceat thattime.| wasjustwondering particularly a chargewhensomeof
thiswashappeninggdid youfind yourselftrying to, in thefirst place,bring yourselfup to
speedwhois this guy,JimmyCarter, andthentrying to explainwhatthis meant?

BREMER:It got quite challengingoecausefirst, nobodyknewmuchaboutCarteror
whathis policieswould be. Thenwe hada changeof ambassadors$ waschargéagainfor
aperiodof timeuntil C a r taebadssadarame His motherowneda seriesof
newspapes in the Chicagoareaandhadbeenoneof thefirst Cartersupportersn the
upperMidwest,long beforeanybodyknewabouthim. Her newspapersadsupported
Carterveryearlyin the electioncycle.Sotherewardfor herwasto haveherson,Louis
Lerner,namedAmbassador_ernercane, | think in thesummernfé 7 7 .

In away, it complicatedhings Lernerwasundisciplinedn his approachHe hadno
backgroundn foreignpolicy -- | d o rméldthatagainstim -- buthewasquite a contrast
from Bill Anders who hadbeenamilitary man.Bill tendedto takeadisciplined
approacho instructionsfrom WashingtonHe would sit with his staff, whethert wasme
or his political counselorandtalk aboutthe meetinghewasgoingto havewith the
foreignminister.He would go with somebodya notetaker,theywould write a cable,
standardroreignServicestuff. All verydisciplined.

Forsomereasonlernermadeit his habitnotto do anyof thosethings.If aninstruction
camefor usto makea demarchef somekind to the Norwegiangovernmenthewould
mostoftenjust go off on his own, oftenwithout consultinganybodyon the staff.
Afterwards,we oftenhada hardtime finding out whathadactuallyhappenedn the
meting if anythinghadhappenedThis got quite complicatedbecause€artermadeafew
decisionghatwerevery embarrassingp the Norwegiangovernmentgancellatiorof the
neutronbombandthe cancellatiorof the B-1 bomberin particular.The Norwegian
governmentvasalaborgovernmentthereforea govenmentof theleft, andtheywere
alwaysunderpressurdrom ther left to not betotally supportiveof the United States,
partly comingfrom thetensionf the Viethamera.

Thekey manfor usin the Norwegiangovernmentvastheforeignminister,Knut
Frydenlund He wasawonderfulman,strongLaborPartyguy, very modestandsoft
spokenbut arealsupporteof NATO andits importanceto Norway. Thelabor
governmenhadreally stuckits neckout-- Frydenlundparticularly-- defendingthe
initial decisionto deploythe neutronbombandto deploythe B-1 bomber.WhenCarter -
- without anypre notificationto theallies, at leastnot to the Norwegians- publicly
changedis mind, it wasanenormousmbarrassmerib thegovernmenandto
Frydenlundpersonal..

OneresultwasthatFrydenlunddecidedthathec o u I relyodlternerto gethis
messageslearlythroughto WashingtonSoto my greatuneaseafterafew similar
fiascos Frydenlundwould wait until Lernerwasout of the countryor up countryand
thencall mein for ameetingandunburderhimselfon his views on whatwashappening
in WashingtonThis did notimprovemy relationshipwith theambassadotp putit
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mildly. But | understoodvhatFrydenlundwasdoingand| understoodvhy hewasdoing
it. I did my bestto squarethecircle, But it wasa clearindicationthatthe Norwegian
governmentunderstoodhattheambassadow a s aréliablechanné It madeit very
awkwardfor Lernerandfor me.

We hadsomepersonneissuesn theembassyt the sametime, dealingwith peoplein
thepolitical sectionandwhich hadto dowith L e r nnmeana@esmergtyle which further
exacerbatethings.All in all it wasthehardesjob | hadin the ForeignService.

Q: We 0lookingat managemerdtyles,couldyoutalk a little aboutthat?
BREMER: Let metell youwhatthe problemwas,without namingnames.

I d o rkidotvtheimmediatecauseof this, butl gottheimpressiorthat! madelLerner
nervousl hadbeenthereayearanda half, | spokeNorwegianandknewa lot of
Norwegiansandtheyknewme Sohewasadmittedlycominginto adifficult situation
andhadneverbeeninvolvedin foreignpolicy. | understoodhis andtried to alleviatehis
angst.But whateverthe reasorwas,hedeliberatelysetaboutto try to undercutmy
authorityasdeputyby, in effect,becomingoestbuddiesfirst namebasis,with thesecond
or third personin eachof the sectionsthe political section the economicsectionthe

P A O 6ffice. Thatnot only undercutme but moreimportantlyit undercutthe headsof
thosesections! t hardto imaginehow atop managercould makea biggerhashof the
teamof which hewastheleader,andwhich wantedto helphim.

We hada particularproblemin onesectionwherewe hadanunderperformingounselor
| agreedhathewasunderperforminglLernersaidto me,fi ivanthim out of here,gethim
outof h e r lesaidfi L othe systemis this; you haveto makea case you haveto makea
record,hehasto be counseledWe haveto makea recordof our counseling. We have
processekerein the ForeignServiceyou haveto gothrough.You ¢ a nuétsend
somebodyhome.Thosedaysareo v e Henaverreallyunderstoodhat | counseledhis
particularmananumberof times.| madearecordof my counseling.

Thesituationgot sodelicatethatl askedGeorgeVest,atthattime directorgeneralof
personnelto makeaslightdetourto Osloin atrip hewasmakingto Europefor some
otherreasonFrancieandl invited him to comefor Easterthespringofé 7. IBunburdeed
myselfto Georgel said,i L o this situationis gettingimpossible The Ambassadois
insistingthis fellow berecalled.l ¢ a makiehim understandl needsomehelphere.|
needsomes u p pwhichl Georgegaveme.He metwith theambassadaandtold him
thisis theway the systemworks.In anycase Lou could nevermakea convincingcase
eitherto meor, moreimportantly,to the systemthatin factthisf e | | perferdnancevas
sopoorthatheshouldberemovedandsohew a s Bt againl amsurethis rankled
Lou.

Q: Oneof theproblemsat a postlike Norway,if youhavesomebodyvhois a good
officer but notwonderfulor evennot sogood,well, wec a roliviouslysendthis person

58



to Tel Aviv, soNorwayseemdike a safeholdingareaand| imagire youhadthefeeling
youweregettinga little bit of this.

BREMER:]I felt thatfundamentajusticew a s bethgdoneto this guy. He wassub
performing,no questionIn anidealworld, hemight nothaveevenbeenin the Foreign
Service But we hadto befair to him. My roleasDCM, atleastas| sawit, wasto
countervail.T h awhata DCM does.If theambassadas outwardoriented the DCM
needgo manageheplace.l felt thatl hadto kind of countervailalittle bit. | hadto
defendthis guy, anddefendthejusticeof the system It wascertainlyawkwardandvery
difficult.

Q: I amtrying to getthe outlook.Whatwasthe generalthinkingon the military side
wheny o u govtreeKola Peninsulaandy o u gottlee Sovietssitting up there.If things
happenedywerewelooking,expectinganinvasionor what?

BREMER:No, | d o rthink the planswereparticularlyconcernedgboutaninvasion
becauséf youlook atwhathappenedn the SecondNorld War, the Germansnvaded
andoccupiedNorwayin April of 1940. Hitler wantedto usethe basenthewestcoast
of Norwayfor their fighter bomberdo reachoverto the northernUK. Theycouldget
therefrom Norway. The Germansvoundup with 250,000troopsin Norwayduringthe
war. T h a aldi of troopstied up there,mostof themnorthof Tromso,whichis the
northernmostity. | think our military assessmenandwe assumedhe Russian
assessmentyasthatthis wasa wasteof anawful lot of troops.T h a tendisisionsHitler
couldhaveuseddownin France.

| think our concernin Norwaywasthe movemenbf the Murmanskfleet, particularlythe
submarinesAlso theyflew backfirebombersout of thereandtheyhadtheir surfacefleet.

Q: BackfirebombersverebasicallyB-29s,w e r ehey® t

BREMER:No, theywerethe equivalenof our B-52s. TheyweretheS o v i langrange
strategicoombersTheyalsoflew in thatsameGIUK gap.Norwaywasaveryimportant
distantearlywarningsystemfor largescalemovement®f Sovietforces.In thosedays,
trackingthe Russiarsubmarindleet wasa majorjob of theU.S.navy..

As aresult,military relationswereparticularlyclosebetweerthe navies,asyou would
expect

Q: Werethe Sovietglayingthis submaringorobinggameinto thefjords?In Swederthey
apparentlyweredoingthis.

BREMER:You neverknew. It wasthe casethatperiodicallywe would seereportsof
Norwegianssightingwhattheythoughtweresubmarinesn their fjords. Thefjords are
very deep;someof themare1,500,2,000feetdeep;so,in theory,you could runa
submarineupin there.l t hardto say,frankly.
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Oneof theinterestinghingsaboutNorwayd mternationakelationswastheir rejectionof
membershipn the EU in 1972.This wastheresultof a hugelydivisive political debate

andpopularrefeendum.Oneargumenthenwasthatii worwegiansarevery different
fromthoseEur opeanso.

TheNorwegiandacewest to thesea-- anywaysincethe Viking days-- notthe South
towardEurope.If you aska Norwegianwherehewenton his vacationhewill sayii |
wentdownto E u r oipneuohthe sameway the British will saytheywentfioverto
Europe. In otherwords,theydo not psychologicallyandculturally seethemselvess
partof Europe.Thereis abig gap.

Theyhadvoteddownthe EU. Sooneof our objectivesat theembassyvasto try to
solidify the NATO tie. The NATO tie theytendedto seelargelyasabilateralmatter
whentheypeeledt all away,betweerntwo navies.We tried to getthemto broadertheir
understandingf whatit meantto haveEuropeanalliesandhow thatcould helpNorway
in aseriouscrisis.We neededo remindthemthatArticle V of theNATO Treatymeant
thatanattackon oneally wasanattackon all. Theycouldunderstandhatif the Soviets
cameacrosgheir borderin thecold frozennorth,all NATO allieswould beengaged.
Theyhadto seethatthe sameprinciple appliedto, say,anattackon Italy.

SotheEmbassyana seriesof tourssponsoredby USIA taking Norwegiansdownto visit
Brusseldo seethe NATO headquartersAnd thenout to the FuldaGapin Germanyand
to otherNATO posts.On atour | led we took 5 or 6 up andcomingNorwegian
parliamentariansutto anaircraftcarrierin the Mediterraneanpartof the Sixth Fleet,to
give themabroademunderstandingf whatNATO involved.Infact, Nor way 0 s
membershipnvolvedthe defenseof Italy. Whenthereferendunwasdefeatedn 1972,
oneof thelessedifying slogansagainsit wasfithosepeopledowntherecookwith olive
oil, theyd o rc@okwith buttero Therereally wasa culturalthing andtakingthemto
Italy wasimportant.Hey, by the way, you guysarecommittedto defendthis placetoo.

Q: Whataboutthe Swedisiconnection?

BREMER:It is alove haterelationship.Thelanguagesreessentiallythe samewith
minor differencesSwedishis written the sameasNorwegianbut pronouncedlifferently.
The Swededhistoricallyhawe lookeddownon the Norwegianscountrybumpkins.No
guestionhistorically Swedens muchmoresophisticatedwhile | wasin Oslothefirst
Norwegianoil wascomingin andthe big statussymbolfor a Norwegianwasto havea
Swedishchauffeur.

T h e rawdl knownstoryaboutthe Swedesandthe Norwegiansin Norway| got
involvedwith crosscountryskiing. | did alot of long distanceacesThelonges and
mostfamousracein Norwayis calledthe Birkebeinerrace,6 b i partlhe glts . 6
commemoratea 13" centuryincident. The Norwegianroyal family includingthe heir,
thecrownprince,werestayingin theforestsnearin Rena,a smalltown nearthe Swedish
bordernotfar from Lillehammerwherethel994Olympicswereheld A groupof Swedes
cameacrosgheborderto try to kidnapthe Norwegiancrownprince.Thesebrave
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foresterscalledthe Birkebeinershecauseheywerewore birch leggings put the prince
ontheir backandtakenhim by ski 62 kilometersacrosgswo mountainrangedo safetyin
Lilehammer The Norwegiansarguethattheseforestmensavedthe Norwegiandynasty.

| t adgreatmomentin NorwegianSwedishhistory. Everyyearthe

Birkebeinerraceis heldto commemorat¢hatevent.Everyregistrantin theracehasto

carrya 15kilo packon his backrepresenhg thecrownprince Eachs k i pack s
weighedatthestartto besureyou areaf r digkébeined Thenyou skithe62
kilometersover the sametwo mountainsgdownto safetyin Lillehammer.l usedto sayto

my Norwegianfriends,havingdonetherace,fil t ajgsodthingfor Norwaythatilwa s n 0 t
therein the 13" century-- w e @ltbespeakingSwe di s h. o

Evenin the 70sthe Norwegiansstill resentedvhattheysawasS w e d enesided
neutralityin the SecondWorld War. The SwedesllowedGermartroopandsupplytrains
transitacrossSwederandsometimegakingNorwegiansackto concentratiorcampson
thosetrains Sothe Norwegiandelt thatthe Swededad,in effect,benttheir neutrality
towardsthe Germans.

Q: Andtheydid.

BREMER:In anycasejt wasa matterof, herearethe Norwegiansstickingtheir neckout
for NATO andherearethe SwedesSorelatiors weresometims touchy.

Q: Wasthereanyquietcooperationbetweerthe Norwegiansvhichwewereusingand
the Swedesegardingthe Sovietthreat?

BREMER:| 6 mutprivy to whatdiscussionshereweredirectly betweerthe Norwegian
generalktaffandthe Swedishgeneraktaff. The questionof whatthe Swedesvould
actuallydoin theeventof a Sovietassaulin Europewasalwaysopen,it wasneverall
thatclear.We wouldtalk to the Norwegiandrom timeto time. If theyhadanygreater
clarity thanwe did, theyneversharedt with us.1 d o rthink the Swedegalkedto
anybodymuchaboutit atthetime. But | assumedandl think it wasthe assumptiorof
our governmentthatin the eventof a Sovietassaulof somekind the Swedesvould
certainlydefendSwedenrasindeedtheyhadhaddefendedswederagainsthe Germans.
Theyshotdownlots of Germanplanes gventhoughtheywereneutral At thetime they
hadoneof E u r o mastinsdernair forces

Q: Howdid youfind, I knowwe havea lot of joint exercisesincludinglandingexerciss.
It hasbeenoneof the big operationsof NATO.How did youfind the military to military?

BREMER: Themilitary to military relationshipwvasexcellent particularlynavyto navy.
And marinesvho cameeveryyearfor winter exerciss up in themountainsThe Dutch
marinesusedto go andexercisewith the AmericansandNorwegiangn thewinter. When
| wasambassaddo the Netherlandsomeyearslater,| wentwith the Dutchmarinesand
bivouackednenight out with them.It was25 belowzero.Norwayandthe US hadalot
of exercisesAs | mentionedall foreigntroopswererestrictedabouthow far norththey
couldgowhenon exercisesn Norway. The Americangovernmentnderstoodalthough
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wew e r avildd@boutit, thatwec o u | basesdldiersthere.But that wasthe
Norwegianpolicy andyoud o rbaésesoldierswheretheyarenotwanted.

Q: Howdid the Norwegiancommunitythe bachelorNorwegianfarmersin Minnesota.
Thereis a strongNorwegiancommunityin the United States.

BREMER: Theywerequiteactive Firstwe hadalot of Americantourists manyof them
NorwegianAmericans.So we hadlots of consulamwork. SomesuccessfuNorwegian
Americanbusinessmename althoughl d o rr@membeit beinga big matter We had
goodcommerciakelationsbutit wasnotamajormarketfor Americangoods.We were
interestedn andencouragedNorwayto developits oil.

Oneof theissueghatinvolvedusandthe Russiansandthe Norwegiansvasthefact that
theseaborderbetweerNorwayandthe SovietUnionin the Barerts Sea hadnot been
delineatedThatwaspotentiallya fairly major problemespeciallyasthe geologyatthe
time suggestedherecouldbe quitealot of oil in the contestedirea We workedwith the
Norwegiando try to find asolution.A temporarysoluion wasarrivedat by a Norwegian
minister,JensEvensenlt established contestedireacalledthe iGrayZoned in whicha
temporarycondominiumwasagreedo. | ¢ a mednembethe detailsabouthow the
borderwasdrawndifferently by the Russianghanby the NorwegiansSomeyearslaterit
wasdiscoveredhatE v e n sop aidelsadbeena Russiarspy,whichendedEv ens end s
careerandobviouslyalsohisa i doaréesTheaide who hadbeenafriend of ours,went
tojail. In fact,whenhistrial washeld,| wasAmbassadoto the Netherlandsndhis
attorneysaskedf | would cometestify abouthim. | refused.

Anotherinterestingaspecof NorwegiarRussiarrelationsthosedayswasSvalbard an
islandlocated400 milesnorthof thenorthernmospointin Norway;t h ahbwfes north
it is, very closeto the North Pole.Svalbards aninhabitedisland.In fact, it is the
northernmosinhabitedplacein theworld; atleastit wasin 1977.After the First World
War, the questionof who ownsSvalbardvasadjudicaed by atreatywhich declared
Norway,if | remembethedetails assovereigrthere But thearrangemenalsotookinto
accounthatthe Russian$iadestablishec coalmine operationon the Islandbeforetheir
Revolution.Thereis coalin Svalbard.

Sothetreatyof Svalbardandthe statusof Svalbardwheretherewasbotha Norwegian
communityin oneplaceanda Russiancommunityin anotherpoth of themmining coal,
only for political purposesbecausét hadno realcommercialalue.It wasanother
rubbing point betweerour ally, the Norwegiansandthe RussiansThetwo issues,
Svalbardandthe undecidedseaboundaryin the BarentsSea createda fair amountof
friction. If youlook ata map,you canseethatSvalbards thefirst islandin the strategec
GIUK gapwe talkedaboutearlier.Sofrom A me r ipoirg @ \@ew, we did notwantto
seethe Russiansn controlontheisland.

Oneof my mostmemorabldrips asa diplomatwasartrip to Svalbardn thesummer,

actuallyatmidsummerYou seethesepicturesof midsummeltin postcardsin Norway
andthesunis settingandit comesdownto thehorizonandgoesup. In Svalbardyou are
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socloseto theNorth Pole,thatat mid summerthe sungoesaroundinto atight little
circleaboveyourhead At 20 6 c lindherkorningandat2 o 6 c lindhe dfternoonj t 6 s
there.lt is alwaysdaylight.In thewinter of coursejt is alwaysdark.

Q: How aboutSpitsbergen?
BREMER:T h a thesamething.
Q: | recall asa kid seeingthe commandoandingat Spitsbergen.

BREMER:T h athesamneplace The SvalbardTreatycamethroughthe Secondworld
War intact,allowing the Norwegiando bethere.But its territorial statuswascertainly
ambiguoudecausehe Russiansverethereandthe Russiankepta substantiapresene
there underthe pretextof mining coal

Q: How stoodGerman- Norwegianrelations?Germanywasthebig power.

BREMER: The Germanskepta prettylow profile while | wasthere.Memorieswerestill
prettysensitiveaboutthe occupationThe occupationn Norwaywasnot asviciousasit
wasin the Netherlandsvherel subsequentlgerved Of coursethe Germansverealot
closerontheborderof the NetherlandsThe Germankepta prettylow profile in Norway
in the1970s Theyhada difficult row to hoeatthatpoint.

Q: Whataboutthe wholeQuislingmovementMad that and sort of Norwaytakencare of
thatearly on because/ouknowin Francetheyhavereally neverworkedout cooperation.

BREMER:I t asodquestionandthereis aninterestingstory.

In the 1950sat somepoint the Norwegianparliamentthe Storting,passead law or
regulationwhich allowedpeopleto applyfor disability for psychologicaktresgheyhad
undergonen theresistanceluringthewar. By the early1960s somanypeoplehad
apdied for this disability -- arguingthattheyhadbeeninvolvedin theresistancandthey
hadterrible pressuresindit wasjust awful -- thatthe Norwegiansappointeca
commissiorto look into it. An AmericanhistoriannamedPetrawrote a bookaboutwhat
thecommissiorfoundwhich he publishectowardsthe endof the6 6 .0\hatthe
commissiorfoundwasthatvery few Norwegiansactuallywereactivelyinvolvedin the
resistanceThe Norwegiandid aterrific job of PRin theirresistancavith severahotable
exploitssuchasthe Telemarkincident.

Q: TheHeroesof Telemark.

BREMER: Theattackon the Germanheavywaterprojectin Telemarkwhichis the story
of thatmovie. Theycertainlywerevery heroic. The Norwegianglayeda very strong
rolein theexile communityin London.Theywerelucky becauseher king, King
Haakonwasableto escapavhenHitler attackedhemin April of 1940 Sohewasable
to mobilizethe Norwegianpeoplefrom his exile in London,muchasthe Queenof the
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Netherlandsaandde Gaule did for their countrymenBut the day-to-dayresistancéurned
outto havebeenlessthanyou might havethought

Thediscussiorof peoplewho collaboratedn Norwaywasprettymuchoverby thetime |
gotthere.lt d i daoordinueasit did in France Thiswasreally notanissue The Petra
bookhadcausedjuite a sensatiorwhenit cameout, | think attheendof thed 6 .@st by
thetime | wastherein themid 70s,this wasnot anactivematter Not thatthewar was
forgotten it justw a s abigiguesion.

Q: Therewasa real resentmenbecauséNorwayhadtakenin quitea few Germanyouths
after World War |. Willie Brandtwasoneof them,| believe.

BREMER:Yes,it is truethatthe Germansisedsomeof thesefi t o u prifv i $é-t or s 0
notsomuchpeoplelike Willie Brandt-- but someof the youthswho camein the 1930s
asspiesfor the Germangovernmentl would hearstoriesfrom Norwegiansvhenl drove
aroundthecountry.l &gdup countryandstopin atown, or runinto afarmerandhe

wouldtell you throughclenchedeeththatsomeGermanhadarrivedin abig Mercedes
lastmonthor lastyearwith his wife andkids andwould tell him i Wetayedn this house
duringthewar. 0 The Norwegianglid not appreciatehat. You heardthesestoriesfrom

peopk who actuallyexperiencedhem.The Germangovernmenkepta prettylow profile
duringthetime | wasthere.

Q: How aboutthe Sovietembassy®hatsort of contactdid youhaveand howdid you
feeltheir operationwas?

BREMER:I d i dhawermuch.Theambassadohadalittle, notmuch.He would seehis
counterparatdiplomaticthings.It wasnota big factor. The Russianglayeda pretty
carefulhand.Theyd i dmog@etaroundalot, theyd i dtry to showa bigflag. Theyhad
adifficult situationandthey playedit carefully.

Q: Whataboutexchangerisasand Norwegianyoungpeoplegoingto American
universitiesWasthis muchof a thing or weretheydirectedtowardthe UK?

BREMER:I would saytheywantedto go to the U.S. mostly. Oneof thethingsl paid a
lot of attentionto thereandsubsequentlglsoin the Netherlandsvasthe IV programthe
USIA program.

Q: IV, youmeaninternational?

BREMER:InternationalVisitorsis a programwherethe USG would invite Norwegians
who we thoughtmight play animportantrolein N o r w duyui@t® visit the United
StatesThetermswerethattheycouldgo visit wherevertheywanted meetwith
whomevettheywantedin the US for threeweeks.USIA madethelogistical
arrangementsl he programobjectivewasto targetthe cominggeneratiorof Norwegian
leadersn all fields -- politics, thearts,etc. But insteadof doingthis whenl gottherel
foundthatthe programwasbeingusedby varioussectionheadgo do favorsfor their
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Norwegianfriends.But lots of thosepeopk hadalreadyarrivedat positionsof

importanceor power.l felt thataswe movedfurtherin time from World War Two, we

neededo encourage rangeof contactswith the nextgeneratiorof Norwegianleaders

andit d i dsedmto methatthiswasthewaythelV programwasworking. | foundthe
averageageof thelV visitor in thetwo yearsbeforel gottherewasalmost50. | have
nothingagainst0 yearoldsbutthatd i drafléctwhatl understoodo bethepr o gr a moé s
purpose.

Sol establishedhe goal of gettingthe averageageof Norwegianrecipientsdown below
40.We weregoingto try to getmorewomeninvolved andwe weregoingto look for
peoplewho havesomepossiblepathto beinganimportantpersonin Norwayin the
future.It worked.We selectedor IVs anumberof peoplewho becamenministersandone
atleastwho becamea prime minister.

We hadasimilar effort to usethe Fulbrightprogramto identify futureleadersn various
disciplines.TherewerealreadysomerelationsbetweenrAmericanandNorwegian
universitiesl ¢ a metnembemanydetailsaboutthem.To the extentwe could,wetried
to focusboththelV programandthe Fulbrightprogramon youngermpeoplewho we
thoughthadafuturein Norwegiansocietyoneway or another.

Q: Howdid youfind the universitiesan somanycountriesthe universitiesare sort of hot
bedsof Marxism.Thekidsgrow out of that buttheycan causetrouble.

BREMER:In themidi 6 7 theuniversitiesn Norwaywereleftist buttheywerenot
wildly leftist. I think you hadto wait anotherl0 yearsfor themto getwildly leftist when
theanti-Viethamgeneratiorbecamehe professorsat the universitiesandthenyou really
hadtrouble.In 1976it wasstill abit earlyfor thoseguys.Theywereto theleft but|
spokepretty regularlyat variousuniversitieshereandl d i dhawvied lot of problems
with them.

Q: Howdid weviewtheoil development?

BREMER: The Americangovernmentvasvery enthusiasti@boutthe Norwegians
developingheiroil. | amtrying to think whatcompaniesvereinvolved Phillips wasthe
big onethatwasalreadyoffshore.More andmorecompaniesincluding American
companiesywerebeginningto basethemselve®n Stavangethe westcoastport that
becameheplaceof supplyfor the offshoreindustry.

Sowe hadto sendconsularofficersto Stavangeon aregularbasisto servewhatwas
becomingabiggerandbiggerAmericanpresenceAt thattime we hada consulatan
Tromsowhichis wayin thenorth. Thatwasthereessentiallyfor political reasons- to
plantthe Americanflag in thefar northto ensurehatthe Russiangl i dhy érdeping
assimilationstartto takeoverthenorth. Again thatwasanareain thefar northwhere
NATO exercisesverenotallowed SoTromsobecamenorthernmostAmericanconsuér
postin theworld. Therewasalot of discussiorbackandforth aboutwhetherwe
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s h o u mavetléatpostto Stavangerl think long after,theydid openapostin
Stavangeandclosedthe onein Tromso.

Q: During the Carter administration hereyouhadbeenin the centerof the Kissinger
hurricaneandall andyouwereobviouslyat greatremove put whatwasyour viewas
youwerehearingcolleaguesandreadingaboutit howthe Carter administrationwas
operated?

BREMER: My mainconcernwaswhatwasgoingto beC a r tapproécsto the Soviet
Union generallyandto Norway,to NATO in particular.As | mentioned wasvery
concernedvhenhe madea coupleof decisiors on the neutronbombandthe B-1 bomber
thathadtwo effects:You canarguethe military effectof the neutronbomb.Wasit a
goodideaor abadideaandit canbearguedeitherway.| happenedo think it wasnota
badidea.But in anycasethe political effectof bothof thosedecisionsonthealliance
really disturbedme. It suggestethatthepresidentd i dapgreciateheimportanceof the
alliancein confrontingthe Soviets. And asl mentionecearlier,bothdecisionsseverely
undercutpolitically the pro-NATO politiciansin N o r w & abdrBartywhichwasin
powerthen.

Whenl waspaostedbackto Washingtonn 1979,just atthetime the Sandinistasook over
Nicaraguaandafew monthsbeforethe SovietsinvadedAfghanistanmy concernswith
Carterbecamesvengreater.

Q: | talkedto peoplewhowerein Germany HelmutSchmidieverforgave Carter for
thisandthingsgotveryfrostybecauseavhat Carter haddonewasputa lot of pressureto
say,againstSchmidtNobodywantedto havethis bomband Carter put pressureon,

y 0 u gotteapprovethis andthenwhenour allies reluctantlyagainsttheir political
instinctssaid yesandthenwe decidednotto go ahead.

BREMER:I t e&axtlythe parallelcasewith Knut Frydenlundwho wasthe foreign
ministerof Norway.He wasalsoa SocialDemocratike Schmidt.He put himselfway
outonalimb, perhapsnotaspublicly asSchmidt butin Norwegianpolitics he wasasfar
outasSchmidthadbeenin GermanyHe wasjust flabbergastedabsolutely
flabbergastedde probablyneverforgaveCartereither,althoughit waslessof athing
thanwith Schmidt.

Q: Howdid theNorwegiansviewthemselveat that timebecausdater theybecame
considerableplayersin the,asmoderatorsn the peacemovementparticularly in Israeli
T Palestinianpolitics. Did theyseethemselvebeinga world powermoderator?

BREMER: No, notsomuchthen You haveto remembein Europein themid 6 7 the
Europeansverestill quite stronglyin favor of Israel. The Norwegiansandparticularly
the Dutchhadbasicallybandedoehindthe Israelisin the Yom Kippur War andin the
subsequet embargdoy OPEC.This wasbeforethe BeginSadatmeetingsn Jausalem
whichtook placein 6 7 But the pendulumwasbeginningto swingin Europeandin
NorwaywhenBeginbecamehe prime minister. Theywereworriedabouthim because
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theythoughthewasgoingto betoo bellicoseandtoo far right. Sadad sisit to Israelalso
startedmoving EuropearandNorwegianattitudesmorein thedirectionof the Arabs.So
you sawa gradualshift, | guessduringthetime | wasin Norway,awayfrom avery
strong,pro-Israelipositiontowardsa morenuancedosition | d o rthink atthattime the
Norwegianssawthemselvesisa particularplayer;theyweremorekibitzers.

Q: TheSwedesavesort of embracegeoplelike Nyererein TanzaniaWheredid the
Norwegiandit?

BREMER:T h a @gocslpoint. The Norwegiangdid havea disagreemenwith us,
particularlyon Tanzaniaput onthegeneralapproacho promotingsocialisteconomic
solutionsin the developingworld, particularlyin Africa. The Norwegiansalsohadspent
quite alot of moneyandhadpeoplein Tanzanial think theyalsohadsomein Kenyabut
Tanzaniavastheir big focus.

| hadlived in Malawi wherethe economicapproachwasquite different. The Malawians
hadno naturalresourcesitall. The Tanzaniansitleasthadsomethingo work with
especiallyadevelopedourismbusiness.

| personallywasratherskepticalthatsocialismwasgoingto work anybetterin Tanzania
thanit workedin, say,Poland.This wasa causeof friction betweerusandthe
Norwegiansl w o u | shyit@Gvasa majorthing butthe Norwegianshada differentview
of thedevelopingworld thanwe did. It w a s atihetop of thelist of disagreements
though.

Q: Aswetalk aboutthis, | wantto hopbackto whenyouwerewith Kissinger.Becaus of
thesocialistthing, | wasthinkingthiswasaboutd 704 so,did youhaveanyinsightor
involvementn the Carlucci/Kissingershootout?

BREMER:| wasworking for Henryatthetime. Frankhadthe view thatwe shouldbe
opento the possibilitythat Portugalwasgoingto havea socialistgovernmentHenry

d i dagréel think the questionfor Henryatthattime concernedhereactionof suchan
Americanmoveon Europearsocialistsd o rfadgetthisis atime whenmanyEuropean
politicianswerepromoing whattheycalledé e wcroanmu n Cosnmudismn Europe
wasgoingto bedifferentfrom the communismn the SovietUnion andChina.lt was
goingto be morehumaneandmoreopen So the question|] think, for Kissingeratthe
time wasnotsomuchis it asocialistcountry.l d o rthink hecaredall thatmuchabout
theeconomicsBY his own confessionh e Bosaneconomistlt wasa questionof
whetherwhat SoaresvaspromotingasPortuguessocialismwasaform of eurc
communismandthatasa result,undertherubric of fisocialisnd, the European
communistsmight gain political authorityin placedike Italy andPortugal.Sothere
certainlywasadisagreement.think historyshowsthat FrankCarlucciwasright about
the openingtowardsPortuguesaocialsm. It did notturn outto be communist.
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Q: Thiswasthedisputel havetalkedto Carlucciandothersandtheideawastrying to, |
meantherewasa very strong,theseofficers,youngofficerswhotook overwerestrongly
attractedandthe Portugueseommunistamein andluckily playedwith a veryheavy
hand.Thisandthefactthatwed i dsoréof write themoff the books workedoutwell.

BREMER: Yes,althoughit certainlyd i dwoik buttoowell in the shorttermfor
AngolaandMozambiqueT h a &ddferentstory.

Q: Thatsortof hadto happen.

BREMER: Yes,butthecommunistslid takeoverthoseplacesandalot of people
sufferedasaresult.

Q: Howdid youfind the USIAfactor? Wasit a prettygoodprogramor not? Did weneed
it?

BREMER:I thoughtwe neededca USIA program,no question We wantedto maintain
Norwegianpublic supportfor thealliance.Thatwasour key strategicobjectivebecause
of theimportanceof Norwegianterritory for monitoringSovietstrategicforces.

But, | felt there-- andl felt it evenmorestronglyin the Netherlands- thatafair amount
of US | Adtigty wasmisdirectedForexamplehavingalibraryin Norwayd i d n 6 t
makea lot of senseandl d i dthirk it madeanysensen the Netherlandg4o havea
library. Whatwasthe point of that?The Dutchhaveprobablythe highestEnglish
languagecapabilityof anynortAnglo countryin theworld, exceptmaybelsrael,.T h ey 6 v e
gotplentyof libraries. The questionwasnot do we needUSIA; we neededt. The
guestionwas how do you focusthe USIA effort? As | mentioned foundtwo USIA
programd felt wereveryimportantin both Norwayandthenin the Netherlandsthe
InternationalVisitor programandthe Fulbrightprogram In bothcountried felt these
weremisdirectedln the caseof thelV, it wastoo muchthesectionheadsdoinga favor
for afriend who happenedo be a goodfriend andsoyou senthim off to theU.S.for
threeweeks.

Thecaseof Fulbrightwasevenmorenoticeabldan the Netherlandghanit wasin

Norway. In both countriesit wasthe USIA-appointed-ulbrightcommitteedoingfavors
for thar favorite professosomewhereThe granteetsendedo be 50. 60 or even70. They
wereclearlynicepeoplebutt h anbt@tstwasimportant.Both programsan my view
shouldbelooking for candidatesvho couldbeinfluential in the future.We wereableto
shift thefocuson both programsUSIA foundthe moneyandwe did it.

Q: Werethereanyincidentsthat stickin your mindduring that timethat gotyouor the
embassynvolved?

BREMER:| mentioneda coupleof decisionson NATO thatreally causedusalot of
trouble.A totally differentmatterwasa majortouristbusaccidenioncewherealot of
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Americanswerekilled. Thatwasquite a shockfor people andinvolvedsomeemergency
consulamwork Butt h athekirg of thing thathappens.

| shouldhavementionedhatBill Anders,whowasthe secondf theambassadorsyasa
tremendousuccessvith the Norwegiandecausdefit exactlythe Norwegianimageof
ahero.Thisis amanwho hadbeento themoon.I vividly remembehehosteda
receptionatthe embassyvherewe hadthelastsurvivorof S ¢ o trip tdtee North Pole,
aNorwegianwho hadclimbedMount EverestandBill Anders | remembethefront page
of all thepapesthenextday,ii T h H e e o Andedswasalsovery active-- hetook up
crosscountryskiing andthatwasgood.lIt is almosta nationalpassiorfor Norwegians.
Everyoneskis.Bill Anderswasalsooftenseenoutskiing. He did avery goodjob as
ambassaar there.He fit whatthe Norwegianwantedandwasa worthy andrespected
representativef the United States.

Q: I havetalkedto peoplewhohaveservedn Norwayandyouknow,it seemdike
everybodyshutsdownfor theweekendindtheyall headoff to the countryandeither
baskin whatlittle sunthereis or go skiing.

BREMER:It is almostimpossibleto overstateaheimportanceof skiingin Norwegian
culture.Whenyou wentto areceptionon Monday,theveryfirst thing someonawvill ask
youis wheredid you ski yesterday®hatkind of wax did you use® In thosedaysyou
waxedyour skis.Did you useblue or greenor wasit klister?How wastheweathe?
Skiing wasan absolutelyessentiapartof the experiencel remembeftenskiingona
Saturdayor Sunday andalongwould cometheking with his two dogsandhis guard
behindhim. | lovedthe skiing, beinga New EnglanderWe taughtour two youngkids to
ski thereandtheystill do. And havetaughttheirkids to ski.

But manydiplomats,especiallythosewho werefrom the south-- the Venezuelanghe
Brazilians-- weremiserablan Norwaybecauseheyjustc o u | gétmtd it. Many
Americansonourstaffc o u | getintd the sporteither.l setup a programwherewe
paidavery goodskierfrom our commer@l section,a Norwegian to offer free cross
countryski lessonnthegolf coursgustto getour staff outinto theworld most
Norwegiandived in.

Francieand! did atrip alongthe northcoastof Norwayin the middle of winter on
somethingcalledthe Haute Route. This is the mail boatthatcallsin little tiny towns
alongthefjords northof Tromso,wayin thenorthwhich haveno accesdy landevenin
thesummer Everythinghasto comeby sea.This boatcomesoncea weekanddropsoff
themail, picks up the mail, picks somepeopleup. We did this in the deadof winter, and
our sophisticate@®slofriendsthoughtwe werecrazy.Whenwe got to townsalongthe
way, w e @alcall onthe mayorandthe editorof the newspapeandthe headof thelabor
union.Theywould say,i T hig geeatbecauseverybodycomesherein the summerbut
if youcomein thewinter, it showsyou arereallyinterestedn whatourlife isl i kAd . 0o
of thosetownshavecrosscountryski trails thatarelighted at night, andwe took our skis
andwe skiedall acrossnorthNorwayin the middle of winter. The skiing andthe climate
areaveryimportantpartof Norwegianlife. If youd i dgetdutandenjoythewinter, it
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wasatoughassignmentvhichis why | tried to encouragg@eopleon our staffto learnto
ski. Getout, evenif youd o rdédlot, justgetoutandenjoyit.

Q: Well,youlefttherein6 7 9 ?
BREMER:Yes,thesummernofd 7 9 .

Q: Whither?

BREMER: Vice PresidenMondalevisited Norway.
Q: H e ofNorwegianancestry.

BREMER: Yesandhe cameto visit his ancestratown whichis calledMundal. It is one
of thesetownson theendof afjord with nolandaccessMondalecameanddid very
well. He wasenormouslypopular During thatvisit, | hadadinnerwith PeterTarnoff
who atthattime wasexecutivesecretaryunderSecretary/ance.Overdinnerwe started
talking aboutwhatwas| goingto do nextandPeterbroughtup theideaof my coming
backandservingasoneof his deputiedbecausdewashavingsometurnoverin the
summe. Long storyshort,t h awthditappenedl camebackto Washingtorasdeputy
executivesecretaryworking for PeterTarnoff,in Julyor Augustof 6 7 9 .

Q: Howlong did youdo that?

BREMER:I did thatuntil | wasmadeexecutivesecretarywhenthe newadmninistration,
the Reagaradministratiorcameinto office in Januaryofd 8 1 .

Q: Whatis theexecutivesecretarysecretariat?At that time?

BREMER:It startedwhenGeorgeMarshallbecamesecretaryof stae, afterthe Second
World War.He Obeéena goodarmymananda goodarmychiefof staffandhada good
understandingf theimportanceof staff work. He lookedaroundthe StateDepartment
andsaid,in T higadordello.Whereis thestafing? How do | know| 0 gattingtheright
informationassecretaryf sta e Sobeestablished rudimentarysecretariato try to
coordinatenformationflow, decisionmaking follow-up -- implementinga goodstaff
systematthe StateDepartment.

Thatdevelopedn variouswaysoverthe 1950s After the Cubanmissilecrisisin 1962, it
alsobecameapparenthe StateDepartment i dhaved 24 hourwatchcenter.That
becamehe operationsenterwhich wasfoldedinto the executivesecretariatin effect,
thesecretariaby thetime we aretalking aboutin thelate6 7 hadbecomewhat! used
to call thevortexor thefunnelthroughwhich all informationcomingfrom within the
departmentvasreceivedyeviewedcoordinatecandpassedlongto thetop principals--
the secretaryof stateandhis deputiesThe Executivesecretaat wasalsodesignateds
the point of contactfor all interagencynformationcominginto andleavingthe State
Departmentgoingoff to TreasuryNSC,DOD, whereverSoif the secretariats doingits

70



job properlywhenthe secretaryof statereceivesa memoaskingfor a decisionon whatto
do aboutthe Sandinistaakeoverin Nicaraguahe hastheviewsof all therelevantparts
of the StateDepartmentn front of him; notjustthe Latin Americanbureaubut the
political military bureauand maybethe stratgicplannersmaybecongressionalelations,
whoeverhasa stakein theissue.

Theexecutivesecretaryverseeshes e ¢ r e foar depaatieantsthe operationcenter
the secretariastaff, wherel hadonceservedihe Informationor archivingsection; andan
administrativesupportsection.

Q: the Secretariatstaffwasa sort of a breedinggroundof

BREMER:A breedinggroundfor the staff officers. Therewereabout250 peopleoverall.
After Norway,| wasoneof two DeputyExecutiveSecretaries.

Q: Whenyouarrived there,this would bethe summer?
BREMER:Summerfd 7 9 .

Q: Howwouldyoudescribetherelationshipbetweenrarnoffand Secretarywanceand
how Tarnoffsort of operated?

BREMER: Peterhadavery closerelationshipwith Vance He hadbeenwith Vancefrom
thebeginningof the Carteradministration So he hadbeentheremorethantwo years.
Peterwasoneof his closestadvisers.

| shouldsaythe executivesecretaryin thosedayswasactuallyé d o thbalt eHewdad .
the executivesecretaryf the Departmenandthereforerunningthefour divisionsl told
you about buthe wasalsospecialassistanto the secretaryandthatput him onthe

s e ¢ r eperaonaptaffsPeterhadboththosetitles asl did whenl becamesxecutive
secretaryTo thedegreehe executivesecretarys seenn the building ashavingthat
specialassistantelationshipjt increasesis bureaucrati@uthorityin the building. Peter
hadthat.

Q: Howdid heuseyou?Whatwereyoudoing?Youhadbeenin that samepositionin a
lower categorybefore.How did youfind thingsat that time?Differentadministration,
differentpeople wastherea differentatmospherea differentway of operating?

BREMER: Oh, yes.UnderKissingerthe executivesecretaryandto somedegreehe
secretariatvasabit onthesideline.As | mentioneckarlier,H e n rstylévgasto try to
keepasmuchof thatwithin hisimmediateoffice aspossible Whenl workedfor Henry,
particularlywhenl washis chiefof staffin 6 7 & 7hés personaktaff, did alot of the
coordinationthatthe secretariahormallywould do, certainlyof sensitivestuff. The
secretarycanrunthe Departmenhow hewants;t h ahbwwHenrywantedto doit, in my
view notthebestway. By thetime | camebackin 6 7 I%hink the secretariahadregained
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alot of its authorityin the bureaucracylargelybecausé’eterwascloseto Secretary
Vance.

Peterhadtwo deputies] wasresponsibldor managinghe operationcenterandthe
informationsystemHis otherdeputy Ray Seitz ran the secretarialine staff andthe
administrativepart. So, eachof usoversawtwo partsof the secretariandwe tried to
focusaswell aswe couldon particularbureausin otherwords,oneof usmight havea
particularrelationshipwith the EuropearBureauor the Political Military Bureau,Latin
Americanor InternationalOrganizationsothatwe gotto know betterwhattheirissues
wereandcouldbettercoordinaterelations.

| think it workedprettywell whenPeterwasthere.Therewasatendencyasthereis with
mostsecretariedor Vanceto rely on aninnercircle, whichincludedTarnoff andthat
washelpfulto Peter.

Q: Did yougeta feelfor the Carter Vancerelationship?

BREMER:BY thetime | gotbackin mid 1979,therewasafair amountof tension
betweerivanceandBrzezinskj the nationalsecurityadviser;not actuallythatsurprising.
This particularlybecameclearaswe facedthe internationakituationgotincreasingly
tenseoverthenextyearanda half. The Sandinistatiadjust takenover NicaraguaThe
Cubanshadbegunto shipanentirearmyto Angola.n thefall of &6 7v@& hadthetakeover
of ourembassyn Tehranon November™ andsubsequentlshe Sovietinvasionof
Afghanistan.Thingsgot prettytenseinternationally.

| ¢ a mebnambera specificincidentbutit wasclearon a dayto-daybasisthatrelations
wereuneasybetweervVvanceandBrzezinski.l d i dget@ddensdhatV a n crelabions
with the presidentverein anyway strained put they certainlywerewith Brzezinski.

Q: Sort of by folklore, Brzezinskivasveryanti-SovietwhereVancewasmorethe lawyer
maneuveringetween.

BREMER:I thinkit isfairtosayB r z e z igenser&farefgspolicy approactwas
toughertowardthe SovietUnionthanV a n cwafi\&ancewasawondeful human
being | hadgreatadmirationfor Vance,but| did feel thathis approactto foreignpolicy
tendedo beratheré | a w yWerh&vgaglient hereandanotheron overthere-- without
agreatdealof overarchingstrategicapproacho foreignpolicy. In thatway hereminded
meabit of Bill Rogerswho wasalsoalawyer. Someof thosetensionsccameout both
with thetakeoverf theembassyn Tehranand,in particular,theinvasionof Afghanistan
on Christmasdayofd 7 9 .

Q: Yousaythatasearly as Septembetherewassomesignsof aboutthis. | havetalkedto

peoplewhowerein Afghanistarat thetime.It remaineda puzzlemendf whythe Soviets
invadeda communistun country.
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BREMER:It is aninterestingquestion Havingservedn Afghanistan] look backto the
coupin 1973wheretheK i n elatvesdeposedim andthek i n @pdsie,Mohammed
Daoud,took over,it appearedvith atleastthetacit supportof the Soviets.As |
mentionecearlier,whenl hadservedn Afghanistanin the6 6 therehadbeenanascent
CommunistPartyheadedy BabrakKarmal.Babrakeventuallycameto powerin the
coupin 1978 | think the Sovietsstarteddownaslipperyslopewith thecoupin 1973.
Eachtime theytried to replacethe guy theyputin first in thecoupin April 1978
installing BabrakandwhenHafizullah Amin overthrewTarakiin Septembeof 6 7 &ach
timeit happenedhesituationd i dgetbetterfor them it gotworse.

Whatwastheir objectiveis avery goodquestionOneof thethingsl remembeseengin
Septembeof 6 7v@asareportfrom anothempartof theU.S.governmentaboutSoviet
activitiesin KandaharA me r isinge@gestaid prograns duringthetime | hadbeen
in Afghanistanwerein the south;onewasa big agriculturalprogramsouthof Kandahar
andthe otherbuilding a huge,modernairportin KandaharThe reportthatl remembein
Septembeb 7i®retrospectvasoneof thosethingsyou sayiil wish | hadpaidmore
attentiono It reportedaboutSovietmilitary or intelligencesurveyteans doingsomething
atthe Kandahairport. In retrospectpnepossibleRussiarobjectiveof invading
Afghanistanjn additionto whateverstabilizationtheythoughttheycoulddo in the
governmentn Kabul, might beto find abasefor MIGs. At thetime RussianMIGs based
in the SovietUnion, including UzbekistarandTajikistan,could not reachthe Gulf of
Hormuz.Theycouldh &yétdownthereandback.Butif theywerebasedn Kandahar
theywereanother3 or 400 milescloser.In theory,you couldhaveabas in Kandaharat
the Americanbuilt airport, which would allow thento run missionsout overthe Strait of
Hormuzwith the MIGs theythenhadin service Soyou couldconceiveof anargumenta
political military argumenfor the Sovietinvasion.

Q: Ther Gaksothegeriatric answerthatthe Brezhnewgroupis gettingkind of old and
notaswith it.

BREMER:Possibly.The Sovietshadseenuslosein Viethamwhich hadbeenfollowed
by majorcutsin our defensebudgetsandcongressionahvestigationon our intelligence
servicesl d o nhink thesethingsareeverwithout cost.TheyhadseenCarterreverse
two majorNATO decisionsonthe neutronbombandthe B-1 bomber.Theyhadwatched
theresultingfrictionsin thealliance.Theyhadseerus,in effect,notreactto thetakeover
of ourembassyn Tehranandtheburningof our embassyn Pakistan- bothjust6
weeksbeforetheirinvasion.Somebodycould havemadeanargumenin Moscowthatthe
Americangovernments notgoingto reactandbasicallywe did n @dctvery stronglyif
you weighthe effectof theweaksanctionsve imposedaftertheirinvasion.

A lot of thosethingspresumablywentinto the discussionsn the Kremlin.

Q: L e ttadk aboutthe SandinistasHow did youviewandwhatwereyougeting from
your colleaguesaboutthe Sandinistas?
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BREMER:| hadbeento Nicaraguaon avisit by SecretaryRogeran 6 7026 7 Somoza
wasin poweratthattime. | wasjust a staff guy carryinga briefcasearoundbut evenso
you couldtell thiswasa pretty unattractivegovernmentSoalthoughl wascertainlynot
anexpert,it wasnotall thatsurprisingthattherewerepeopleopposedo him.

Still I haveneverbeenmuchattractedo communistsvhichis whatthe Sandinistasvere.
| wentwith Secretaryvance onatrip to theinauguratiorof the newBolivian president.
This wassomeweeksafterthe Sandinistaakeoverandoneof the Sandinistasvasatthe
ceremonylt mighthavebeenOrtega.He andVancehada photoop togetheiin which
theyjokingly saidthey wonderedwvhich of themwould bein moretroublein thar own
capitalfor havingtheir picturetaken.

| wasuneasyaboutthe Sandinistasl d o rs@ythatl foresawthattheywould becomea
majorfactorastheydid in CentralAmericaandwould work asa baseto try to subverteEl
Salvador Whetherwe could havedonemore,l d o rki@owbecauséwa s im 6 t
Washingtoruntil the matterhadbeensettledby the Sandinistaoverthrowof Somoza

Q: Did yougetthefeelthat thiswasan administrationthatw a s suteof itself or maybe
a little too softonthethreatfromthe Soviets?

BREMER:Yes,butl hadthatfeelingalreadyfrom my time in Norwayaswe discussed.
Beingoverseasit washardto tell how muchof whatl sawasweaknessvasthe president
or the secretaryor somethingor someoneelse.Sittingin Oslo,l d i dkmawthe players
in WashingtonBut | wasuneasyparticularlyaboutthe approacto NATO which|
consideredo besoft.

Oneof theveryfirst thingsCarterhaddonewhenhe cameinto office in 6 7wasto
proposewithdrawingour troopsfrom Korea.

Q: I wasonthecountryteamin Korea. Thisraisedhackleson myhead,on all our heads.

BREMER: Fortunately RichardHolbrooketalkedhim out of it. But thatwasalsoa
signalthatthingswerenot good.The Presidengavehis speectsometime after| came
back,sayingwes h o u bednotivatedby fianinordinatefearof communisno All of
this struckmeasalittle bit fairylandapproacho whatl thoughtwasa prettyserious
challenge.

Q: Howdid the op centerrespondo thetakingoverof our embassyThismusthave
really engagedus.

BREMER: Yes, it did, althoughl tell youl remembemoredramaticallythe attackon the
embassyn IslamabadWe gotanopenline to theembassyrom the ops cente and|
wentwith Secretarywancedownthere.We weretalkingto somebodyn theembassy
who wasin thecommunicationgenteron thetop floor. Theembassyvason fire. He was
saying,i T lembassys onfire. | canfeelthefloor gettinghotter.Therearegunshots

o u t s ThdRakistanihaddelayedrespondingo repeatedequestdor assistancérom
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theEmbassylt wasvery hairy for thosetrappedn aburningEmbassyln theendwe
finally did getsomepeoplein throughtheroof to getour peopleout. Samewherealong
theline, thecommunicationsventoutandwed i dkmawtvhathadhappene@ndthen
theycameback.It wasavery dramaticnumberof hours.

| haveno specificmemoryof beingin the OpsCenterthe dayNovember4 whenthe
embassyn Tehranwas taken

Q: BrucelLaingenwasat thelranian foreignministryandwasin fairly continuous
communication.

BREMER:| wasalmostin thatjob. Whenl wasin Norwayandwasnot very happywith
my DCM situationthere,Walt Cutlercontactedne.H e @rsold friend andsaidhewas
slatedto beambassadao Tehran.This wasbeforethe shahfell, sosometimen 6 7 8 .
Walt askedf | would beinterestedn beinghis deputybecausé hadservedn
Afghanistanandl still, in thosedays,knewsomePersianl discussedt with Franciewho
said,i A b s o hat. Yoe drgnotgoingbackto thatpartof theworld. No, absolutely

n o sobd i dgo@&DCM. Of courseWalt Cutlernevergotthereeither.

Q: With the Sovietanovingin throughthe Cubansandall butalso Sovietsvereinvolved
in theHorn of Africa, did yougetthefeelingthat thingsweretipping thewrongway?

BREMER:I consideredhoseyears,evenmoresonow, very dangerousilt reallywasa
dangerouseriesof events therewasthis sequencef stepson NATO, the signalon
Koreathatwasreversedut you hadto askyourselfwhatdid the ChineseandKoreans
really think our intentionswereon the KoreanPeninsulandin theregion Therewasthe
takeoverof Nicaraguatherewasthe Cubangn Angola,therewereCubandn Yemen,
EgyptiansandCubansandin the Horn of Africa. Thentherewerethe majoreventsof the
takeovelin Tehranandtheinvasionof Afghanistan.To meit lookedprettydangerous.

| felt thatthe Russiandaddrawnthe conclusionthattheycould pushoutin alot of
differentdirections.

Q: | thinkin retrospectit waspretty hairy at thattime.

Whatabouttherescueattemptto getour hostage®ut andthefiascoandresignationof
Vanceandall? Did youseethat playingout?

BREMER: Yes.Thereactionof the StateDepartmenandVanceto theinvasionof
Afghanistanby the Sovietswasveryweak,| thought.Theinvasionhappenean
Christmaday. As it happenedTarnoff wasawayandsol wasactingexecutive
secretaryor the betterpartof aweek or tendays.We tried to puttogethera packageof
sanctionsWe haddonenothingin Tehran | felt, andsaidsoat thetime, thatif we had
movedsomeelementof the Fifth Fleetaroundalittle bit, we might havevery well
scaredawaythe studentsvho hadorganizedhetakeover.
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Thesamewith the sanctionson Russialn the end,the mainthing we did wasboycottthe
summerOlympicsin 1980which wasnota muchof a sanction

Q: No,it wa s Mgatmatterof fact, | thinktherewaseventalk aboutdoing thisin
Beijingoverhumanrightsandall. | t aGstsipidmove.lt meansoursided o e s n 0t
participate.

BREMER:Well, it wasaboutthe only thing left whenyou eliminatedany morevigorous
action.ThenCarterannouncedhis rosegardenstrategyin early1980.Hew a s goingto
leavethe White Houseuntil the hostagecrisiswasresolved.This wasalsoweakandsilly.
It madehim look very weakbecausde effectivelyturnedhimselfinto a hostage.

I d i dkmawbouttherescuehing aheadf time. It waskeptvery closely; Tarnoff
knewaboutit. | wasshockedwvhenit failed. | thoughtit wasto his honorandcreditthat
Vanceresigned! disagreedvith him but | thoughtit wasanhonorablehingto do.
Beforetherescueoperationvancetold the presidenthathed i dsugpartit andwas
goingto resignwhetherit succeededr failed. Thiswasabraveandhonorablecourse,
becauséf therescuehadsucceededandhehadresignedhewould havelookedlike a
goat.l thoughthe waswrongandthatwe shouldbe preparedo useforceto freeour
people.

Somethingalwaysgoeswrongin complexmilitary operationsTheword fisnafub comes
to mind. In this casethe operationitself wasprobablytoo complicated.

Q: Situationnormal,all fouledup.

BREMER:Right. The expressiortomesfrom anunderstandingf whatnormally
happensThis operationwastoo complicatedHelicoptershere,goingthere,people
cominginto the stadium;it wastoo complicatedWith somanymovingpats,something
wasboundto go wrongandit did. SoVanceresignedandit wasanhonorablehing for
him to do sincehethoughtthe entireoperationvaswrong.

Theoperationwasin April andl think Muskiew a s appadinteduntil the endof the
summer Augustor somethindike that.

Q: Howdid this affectyour operations?

BREMER: It wasthesecondime | hadbeenthrougha changeof secretarypecause was
working for RogerswhenheresignedandKissingercameover. Therearetwo thingsthat
happenedopbviouslyfrom a policy point of view, thereis a degreeof uncertaintyfor a
periodof time becausé\, wed i dkmdwivho the persorwasgoingto bein the caseof
Muskiefor somemonthsandB, wed i dkmawhow it wasgoingto affectthings.

Froma secretariapoint of view, the big problemis mobilizing the buildingto brief the
newsecretarygettinghim readywhich involvesthousand®f pagesf briefing materials
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thathaveto be pulledtogether WarrenChristophemwasactingsecretaryThe Secretariat
helpedmobilizethe bureaucracyo help getMuskie briefedup for whatwasgoingto be
veryintenseperiod.Theelectionwasonly threemonthsawaywhenhecamein. Gethim
readyon arangeof issueghatwereprettydifficult.

Q: Did yougetanyimpressiorof Muskie?

BREMER:Hewasaveryniceman andl liked him. Thereis alwaysawkwardness
whenpeoplefrom the legislativebranchcomeinto the executivebranch. At base
theyneedto learnthatthatin the executivebranch,you execute.

You haveto give somespeechebut, in theend,you alsohaveto makethingshappen
whichis not oftenhow it goesontheHill. Sothereis aconceptuatlifferenceandMuskie
foundit, | think, initially, notaneasytransition.

Secondlyhewasaccustomedo the hoursonthe Hill andontheHill membergendto
show up around10, 10:30in the morningandmaybeby 5 you areoff unlessthereis
somecommitteething. It d o e svorldtliatway at the StateDepartmentThe secretary
d o e showupat100 6 c lindherkorning;notif hewantsto gethis work doneand
play aseriousrole in policy making.And hewill almostcertainlybe atthe office long
after5SPM.

Sol think hefoundthe adjustmentn bothrespectsboth conceptuallyandfrom a
practicalpoint of view, difficult. He wasaverynice,decentmanandl likedhim buthe
neverreally gothold of it. He wasonly in thepostafew monthsandhed i dputintthe
hours.He wasworking for anadministratiorthatwasreally in troubleby thattime.

Q: Howdid this play out for you?

BREMER:|I stayedon. Tarnoff stayedon. We all stayedon becausehis wasnotatime
to leave,abandorship,obviously.You hadto havesomecontinuityandsowe stayedon,
all threeof us: Tarnoff, Seitzandl. Whenthe Republicansvon, Tarnoffassumednd
prettymuchdecidedthathe hadbeensocloseto the Democraticadministratiorthathe
would not stayon; plushehadbeentherefour years He wastired.

| wasapproachedh late Decembenf 1980by WoodyGoldbergwhowasAl Haigd staff
guy. Goldbergcameto my office andaskedme what| wantedto doin thenew
administrationl saidthatl would do whateverthe secretarywantedmeto do. He askedf
| would bewilling to be consideredo be executivesecretaryandl saidif t h awthaitke
secretaryvould like, of coursel would serve.Thenat somepoint | metwith Haig, | think
beforetheinaugurationandHaig askedmeto stayon asexecutivesecretarysol did.

Q: Howlong wereyouwith Haig?

BREMER:| waswith Haigfrom 6 8uhtil heresignedvhichwasabouta yearanda haff
later.
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Q: Todayis Novembetd 4,2008.Youhadbecomeexecutivesecretary Muskieleft andwe
are pickingup whenyoutook overwith the newReagaradministration.

Thiswouldbein 1981?
BREMER:Right.
Q: Wastheretalk aboutwell,| e gefasiewteamin?

BREMER:| hada meetingwith Haig beforetheinauguratiorandhe askedmeto stayon
or to becomeexecutivesecretary.

Q: Whatwastheimpressionyouhadandyour fellow colleaguesa newsecretaryof state
comingin andthereis a lot of buzzandgossipandall thatandwhatwassort of the
impressiorof Haig becomingsecretaryof state?

BREMER:I d o rméveamemoryof it verymuch,frankly. | by this time hadalready
servedfour secretariesf state.l wassuretherewould be adifferencein style and
everythingelse.

Oneof my first jobswasto try to put my own teamin place.Oneof the otherdeputy
executivesecretariesinderPeterTarnoff, wasanold friend of mine,Ray Seitzwho
eventuallypecameambassadado the Courtof St. JamesRayand | hadbeenvery close
friendsfor averylongtime. Rayhadbecomedeputyexecutivesecretaryaboutthe same
time | had,in thesummerof 1979,andl wasanxiousfor him to agreeto stayon atleast
in theinterim transitionbecausé neededsomeonavho knewtheropesandwholl
trusted Rayagreedo stayon briefly to seemethroughtheinterim andl wentabout
trying to find somebodyelse.

Whatl remembemostabouttheinitial periodof Haig wasthat,andit becamepublic
ratherquickly, hemadeaneffort immediatelyto establishwith the presidenthathe,
Haig, wasin chargeof foreignpolicy. | d i dkmdiwall theins andoutsof thisatthe
time, butit becameclearthatHaig hada concernthatthe presidentadaroundhim his
kitchencabinetmod of themfrom California. Most hadservedthe governmentinder
Reagarwhenhewasgovernor.Haig himselfhavinghadthe experiencef servingatthe
White HouseunderNixon wasquite sensitiveto the questionof how muchauthoritythe
White Housestaff would haveversusthe cabinetsecretaries.

Thisled him, andin theendhewould agree probablyunwisely,to give the president,
almostat theinaugurationa memowhich hehadnot shownto meandl d o rnthink had
shownto othersat the StateDepartmentvhich asserted very broadscopeof authority
for Haig. Thisis importantbecausen theendit is whatled to the problemsof Haig
eventuallyresigninga yearanda half later. This wasdraftedfor him by anothercolleague
who hadworkedwith Haig andKissingerin the Nixon years,Dick Kennedywho
eventuallypecamaundersecretaryor management.
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Q: Hewasa military officer.
BREMER: Yes.Dick apparentlydrewup this contentiousnemo.
Q: Therealsowasthephrase,6 hwasa vicar of foreignp o | brsométhing?

BREMER:Well, thatwasthep r e tesndtsvasnotH a i grinsAnyway, the storygot
outthathe handedhis memodraftedby Dick Kennedyto the presidentlt immediately
wasleakedto the pressby the White HousepeoplewhomHaig wasintendel to sideline.
It startedthingsoff on arathershakystart.

Haig wantedto reasserivhathefelt wasthelostinfluenceof the StateDepartmenbver
theinteragencyrocesof foreignpolicy lostduringthe Carteryears.l think his
assessmentasthatin the strugglesbetweerBrzezinskiandCy Vance,Statehadcome
outsecondTherewassometruth in that. Statehadlost someof its influence.Haig
wantedto be surethe mechanismsor interagencyconsideratiorof majorforeignpolicy
issuesverechairedby the StateDepartmentnot chairedby the NSC,ashadbeenthe
caseunderKissingerwhenhewasNationalSecurityadviser.

Sowe wentworking with the Stateassistansecretarieo identify theworking groups
thatwould be setup andestabishingthes interagencygroups,usuallychairedby the
deputyassistansecretaryThistoo, in retrospecthada negativeeffectonthewaythe
White Housesawthings.Theysawthis asconsistentvith aneffort by Haig to become
fithe vicaro of foreignpolicy, whatererthetermwas. It certainlysetthingsoff onavery
difficult period.

Thenwe hadtheassassinatioattempton Reagan.

Q: Whenyoucameon, Haig of course hadbeenin this almost,servedn this paranoiac
WhiteHouseunderNixonandall. Wereyouall, | amspeakingf youandtheothers,or
talkingtoH a i go@nselorssaying,youknow,thesepolitical typeshavea completely
differentview?Themilitary wantsa niceline of commandandwhatyoudo andit makes
goodsenséiutthisforeignpolicyis sort of a political toy whichyou canplay with too
andyoud o nwartto takethatawayor at leastgivethema chanceto do their

BREMER: Yes,well, asmy relationsgot closeto Haig overthe months,| hada number
of conversationsvith him aboutthe needto be morecarefulabouthow he approached
the problem.He wastakingto calling themthethreemusketeerat the White House,
Baker,DeaverandMeese Bakerwasnot partof the Californiaclique buthewasthere.

Behindall thisit becameclearerthatthereloomedthe questionof the Reagarsuccession.
You hadavice presidentVice PresidenBush,who consideredcimselfto bea potential
candidatel think atthatpoint probablyJim Bakersawhimselfasa potentialcandidate
andtheyall sawHaig asa potentialcandidateSotherewassomeprettybig politics
behindalot of this bureaucratiskirmishing.
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Q: Did Haig whenhe camein, oneof the storiesof the Foreign Services whenGeorge
Marshall becamesecretaryof statebackin 6 500 sothat he establishedhe executive
secretariatHe wantedthingsdonein a military wayandHaig beinga military man,but
hadbeenalsovery muchat the centerof the political circle underNixon.Did he havea
military approach?

BREMER:He hadamilitary m a napmeciationfor goodstaffing He believedas! do
thatanorderlyprocesdo bring decisiondorwardto the secretaryandthe presidenivas
onthewholelikely to producebetterdecisionsSohewasvery supportive Haig, much
alongthelinesof whatis written aboutMarshall,believedthatwhenhe madea decision
he oughtto havethe benefitof theadviceof anyinterestedartsof the StateDepartment.
If Latin Americahadanissue andthe European$adaninterestthenboth of theirviews
shouldbehead -- thefamousclearancerocessHe believedthatthe decisionmaking
processhouldbeorderly; hedid notencouragendruns,andthathelpedstrengtherthe
executives e ¢ r e tokelbecaasghatsvasourrole,to try to makethingsmoreorderly.

Q: Soy o u govheld of the controls.How did youfind the StateDepartment,
particularly geographicbureausbut otheroneswererespondingo this newway?

BREMER: The StateDepartmentin my experiencewantsthe secretaryof stateto
succeedndgenerdly speakingtheywanthim to beinfluential with the presidentUnder
SecretaryRogersthefirst secretary servedjt wasquiteclearthatNixon andRogers

d i dhaved personarapport,thatNixon hadputRogersin Statepreciselybecausée
wantedto downgradeStatefor awholevarietyof reasonsl think, in generalwhenHaig
camein peoplethoughtiiwell, hereis a breathof freshair. H e @rergeticd Muskie had
notbeenavery activesecretaryH e @mly beensecretaryor six months.Sothe
departmentin generalwelcomedhim. Theywelcomedheideathatthe StateDepartment
shouldplay the centralcoordinatingrole on majorforeignpolicy issues.

Q: WasJudgeClark theé

BREMER: He wasthedeputysecretary.

Q: Whowasthe national securityadviser?

BREMER:RichardAllen.

Q: Wholeft rather quickly?

BREMER:He wasthereayear.

Q: In away, it seemedike an advantageoupositionbecauseéHaig hada name hehada
reputationanda verysolid reputationandthe national securityadviserwassomebody
youhadto think whathis namewas.Did this seento be workingoutwell or wasthis

triumvirate or whateveryouwantto call it of Deaverand Bakerand Meesewerethey
wasthis a competitionfor the soul of RonaldReaganat thebeginning?

80



BREMER: At thebeginningtherewereunfavorablestoriesabou H a i gythgto seize
power.But it quieteddowna bit. Thenwe hadthe assassinatioattempton ReaganHaig
calledmein to saythathethoughthe shouldgetoverto the White Houseright away,
which hedid. | wentandstayedwith Bill Clark, whowasdeputysecretaryandwe were
onanopenline to the White House.

As hehaswritten, whenHaig got to the situationroom, he found, unbeknownsto
anybodyelsebeforehandthat Secretaryf DefenseNeinbergerhadraisedthe defense
conditionfrom DEFCON4 to DEFCON3, which is afairly majorupgradingof the status
particularlyof our nuclearforcesall aroundthe world. Haig knewfrom his experiences
SACEURandtime in the military, thatthe Russias would pick up this changeof alert
statusmmediately.Theywould understandhatwe hadsuddenlydonesomethingnajor
with ourforcesall aroundtheworld.

It is importantto remembetheatmospheref early1981 We hada newly elected,
conservativeresidentwho waswell knownfor his strong views aboutthe SovietUnion.
He hadbeenelectedon a platformthatwasquite clearon his policy to build up our
defenseandto confrontthe Soviets.Haig, | think correctly,judgedthattherewasareal
risk thattheincreasedlertwould be misinterpretedy the RussiansAt this pointwe

d i dkmawif thepresidentwouldlive or die.Vice PresidenBushwasnotin
Washingtonhewason anairplanein Texas.Haig concludedhatit wasimportantto
ensurgheRussiansinderstoodhataresponsiblefficer wastrying to organizethe
internationalspect®f amajorcrisis.

SowhenheheardwhatWeinbergehaddone,Haig ran upstairsfrom the sit roomto the
pressroom.He got up thereout of breathandwentto the podiumandsaid,i Bmin

c o n t Hedhdsheenridiculedandcriticizedfor this. Actually it was,in my view, the
right thing to do; hewastrying to senda messagéo the Russianghatthey w e r ealoodt t
to getattacked

Q: Thiswasa youngmannamel JohnHinckleywhodid this, a real nut.

BREMER:Right,butwed i dkmdwimuchatthattimeandwed i dkmdawtvhatkind of
problemwe had.We hadno vice presidenin town. It wasaverydifficult time.

Thenoncethingscalmeddown,the presidentived. This thenbecamenotherpartof the
narrativeof Haig beingoverbearingn his approachwhich | think wasnot justified, in
this casel think hewastrying to do theright thing.

Q: Did yougetanyfeelasHaig wasgettinghis feetwet, his relations with Caspar
Weinbergersecretaryof defense?

BREMER: Theybecameocky; | ¢ a metnembeif theywerealreadysoin this first
guarterof 6 8 Theybecameocky astheyalwaysdo betweerthesecretaryof stateand
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thesecretaryf defensetheyalwaysdo. Therearealwaysquite legitimatebureaucratic
reasonsvhy thesetwo positionstakea differentperspectiven internationakffairs.

Theybecameanorestrainedateralthoughthe real strainscamebetweerShultzand
WeinbergerTheyw e r easbadunder Haig buttherewereproblems.

Q: Howdid youfind beingexecutivesecretaryweretherechangeor did you,youhad
beenaroundfor along time.Did you seethingsyouwantedto improve?

BREMER: Well, whenyou arethe executivesecretaryyou arebastcally thehouse
plumber.Y o u énakmgsurethepipesall work,d o rfréezeup. It was,| thought,
advantageout the StateDepartmento havea secretaryof statewho wasenergeticand
who, in my view, hada goodsolid graspof geopolitics Becausef his backgroundhe
knewtheworld. It wasgoodthat Statewasgoingto play a moreactiverole.

It wasa hecticperiod.Therewasthe assassinatioattempton the Popeshortly afterthe
pr es i Hadawasbhenkilled. Anothermajoreventwasthe Russia occupatiorof
Polandin thewinterof 6 8 Therewereproblemswith the Europeanslt is hardto say
whereto begin.

Q: L e ttafk about,againfromyour perspectiveY o u gotadot of thingshappeningout
howaboutwith Europeanaffairs?In thefirst place,| wouldthink the StateDepartment
would havea problemthat theyhad gonethroughwith RonaldReagarcomingon.| can
remember| wasconsulgeneralin Naplesat thetime,trying to explainto myItalian
colleaguesthis guywasnotjust a movieactor, that hehadbeenrunninga statewhich
hada grossnational productequivalento | t a ITher@vgasa problemwith Reagarand
alsoReagarwasa problemto himselfin that hewasusedto talking off the cuff andall
that. At your leveldid you seeefforts to makethis manappreciatedoy therestof the
world?

BREMER:It obviouslywasatheme We sawa lot in the cablescomingin from our posts
overseasndin thepressbut| hadno particularresponsibilityto respondo it. Mine was
aninternaljob, notanexternaljob. | rememberthe presswasreportingthathewasjust a
gradeB cowboy;the Europeansveresayingthat We would sendmemosto the President
andreactto his decisionsor questions.

| remembepnebig issuewasarmssalesto Taiwan.PresidentReagarhadbeenin the
partof the RepublicarPartythatreally neverforgaveNixon for openingto China So this
wasasensitiveissue.Oneweekendhe Presidentvasup at CampDavid, we senthim a
hefty memoon someelementof Taiwan;| think it wasarmssalesIt camebackdown
from CampDavid. Haig wastravelingandBill Clarkwasacting | remembecClark called
meto his office andshowedme pageafterpageof notesfrom Reagaron this
memorandumlL d i dnecedssarilyagreewith his criticismsbut, it wasclearthatthis was
notafool we hadaspresidentlt wasvery clearthatheunderstoodvhathadbeen
proposedandhed i dlikeGtt He afterall hadbeenouttalking aboutforeignpolicy for
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25 yearsbeforehebecameresidentOvertime it wasprettyclearto methatReagads
instinctsweregood.

Q: Yes,| thinktimehasproventhis.

BREMER: Yes,therewascriticism. | heardmuchmoreaboutit whenl waseventually
ambassadothenl heardit all thetime.

Q: Did youhaveor sense problemof turning the StateDepartmentsoularoundor
whateveryouwantto call it? It hadbeenwith the Carter yearsandhada hell of a
problemwith humanrights andall butit takestimebutall of a sudderthereis a 90
degreeturn into Reagan.

BREMER:Whenyou seeit from the perspectiveof thes e ¢ r edffieeryguprsbably
d o réatall thegrindingof teethandwailing thatis goingon downon thefourth or
fifth floor. | amsuretherewereplentyof peoplewho werejust discomfortedby the
changeBut thenthe StateDepartmentendsto be a prettydisciplinedorganizationlt
may not be quite military; it tendsto bitchandmoanandthensay,i A yage,S i it was
achangebuthardto judgefrom wherel wassitting how harda change.

Q: | think too asopposedo the military thereshouldbe a certainchallengein the State
Departmento policy by saying,ii T his fisebuti tnétgoingtowor k . 0

BREMER: Yes, herearetheconsequencesiaig listenedto argumentHed i dthrdéwt
peopleout of the office. He listenedto argumenthe couldbe persuaded. amsuresome
peoplein the Departmenfoundthe shift from Carterto Reagardifficult aspeoplefind
everychangeof administratiordifficult.

Q: Probablyevenmoredifficult wasfrom Nixonor Ford to Carter.

BREMER: Yes,althoughmy own personamostdifficult wasfrom Reagarto Bush,but
t h aatdiffesentstory.

Q: Did yougo on anytrips with Haig?

BREMER:No. My approacho the executivesecretariatvasthatmy job wasto bein
Washingtorandtry to helpkeepthe StateDepartmenplumbingworking for the
secretarywherevemewas.l hadseenTom Pickeringtravelasexecutivesecretaryunder
Kissingerandit wasa mistake.lf theexecutivesecretarygoesalongonatrip,t her e 0 s
nobodyrealy backhomemakingthe placego andhe getssuckednto theimmediate

policy questionsl would haveoneof my two deputiedravelwith thesecretary.

Q: Whowereyour deputies?
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BREMER:Initially Ray Seitzwho stayedon andAmbassadoAl Adamswho wasa
colleaguewvho hadbeeninvolvedin Viethamandwasa colleaguefrom the
Kissinger/NSCdays.

Q: Whatwasyourimpressiorof JudgeClark asdeputysecretary?

BREMER: JudgeClark wasa Californian.In termsof personalityhewasdifferentfrom
Haig. The presidentandthe Californiaguyswantedhim overat Stateto keepaneyeon
Haig. Clark wasprobablythe closestof all the Californiansto the presidentWhenClark
spokeabouttalking overanissue theverbheusedwasfiroundtablingi t-& et 6 s
froundableit.0 T h a andnterestingmagebecause¢hereis no headof aroundtable.A
differentapproacHrom Haig who wasaretiredfour stargeneralHe would be atthe
headof thetable.Clark alwaystalkedabouta roundtable.Clark had,ashe admitted,
little foreignpolicy experiencéut his valueto Haig andto the StateDepartmentvashis
relationshipwith the president! usedto hearfrom ForeignServiceofficerscomplainthat
AJudgeClarkd o e «nmow anythingaboutmy issueé. And | would say,i L tenguys,
JudgeClarkis theguy, anytime, dayor night, picksup the phoneandtalksto his friend,
Ron,andgetssomethingdone.T h a préitygoodfor theStateDe par tIment . 0
particular,Clark hadthe centralrole in theappointmenbf ambassadorsy atleastthe
nominationof ambassadon® thepresidentT h a prditywmportanttoo. If we could
persuade€larkthatMr. X or Ms. Y wasthebestcandidag¢ to goto No-nameistan, it
would happenHe would go to the White Houseandjust brushasidethe White House
personnepeoplewho alwayshadtheir candidateSo Clark provideda usefulchannelof
communicatiordirectly to the presidentandto the White Housestaffto whomhewas
close.He couldbeusedandwasusedby Haig asa channebackoverto the White House
staff onvariousissues.

Therole of deputysecretarys extremelydifficult to define.lt is veryrarethattheyplay
animportantpolicy role. Theirrole is mostlythatof helpingmanagehebuilding or
managehe White Houseor if he hasa particularbackgroundr somethingl t ndtan
easyrole. On thewhole, I think Clark did it well.

Q: Howdid Clark and Haig fit?

BREMER: Theyfit prettywell, actually. Theyhadaneasygoingrelationship Clark has
awonderfulpersonalityvery warmandengagingguy andhe alwayshadhis goodhumor
to getHaig throughtoughtimes.l d o nMartto speakfor him, but Haigwassmart
enoughto understandhatC | a ljok vasto keepaneyeon him andhecouldturn that
around.A goodcounterintelligenceguy knowshowto useanagentandin theendClark
washelpful, althoughhe clearly sawthe warningsignsof all the problemscomingfrom
the White Housestaff.

Q: Did yougetinformationaboutwhatwasgoingon at the NSC?How importantwasthe
NSCduring this period?
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BREMER: During this periodthe NSCwasnot asimportantasit hadbeenunder
Kissinger We did succeedn establishingafairly significantrole for the State
Departmenbninteragencymattersl d o rmréimembetherebeinganymajorblow ups
aboutthe NSC.We hadthe usualrangeof problemswith the DefenseDepartmentagain.

Q: Leadingup to thedismissalor resignationof Haig, wasthis a buildupsituation?

BREMER: Yes, it was.It wentall theway backto thefamousKennedymemoandthe
Time Magazineil Vi cadigleandfi Bmin c o n t. It reach&dts apogeeaduringthe
FalklandwWar, which wasin thespringof 6 8 Rpril, | think. Our goodfriendsandallies,
theBritish, shippedtheir navyhalfwayacrosgheworld, quiterightly in my view, to
throw the Argentinesoff the Falklandislands.

Haig sawthe potentialdangerof letting this developinto war. He wantedto avoid the
war andmadea decision-- which you canjustify or criticize -- to personallyengagen
whatamountedo shuttlediplomacybetweenArgentinaandthe UK. | believethatsome
of the White Houseseniorstaff sawthis asa high wire act,thatHaig wasgoingto gethis,
NobelPrizeor whatevethe wasgoingto getandthis would positionhim to runfor
PresidentPerhapsh a tthévgay Haigsawit too.l d o rkidow.

Hed i dsudtdedThewarhappened.
Q: | remembethis planewith nowindows.

BREMER:Yes,| ¢ a mednembeif thatwasthe Falklandsor if thatwaspartof the next
trip hemadebut, in anycaseratherthan gettingthe planethe secretaryof statenormally
gets,whichin thosedayswasamodified 707,for somereasorhe got atubewith no
windows.

It wasa calculatedeffort to puthim in his placeandit worked.It workedin the sensehat
thetensionshadbeenrising.H a i geivsvasthatthe seniorWhite Housestaff people
who werenot knowledgeablaboutforeignpolicy, theyreallyd i dumdetstandt. He
felt thatby this constanpinprick attackagainsthim, theywerenot servingtheir country
well. Onecanmakeanargumenthatin somecaseghis wastrue. Thetroublewasthat
Haig, unfortunately)et himselfbe provokedby this andit gotmoreandmoretense.

| remembemanytimeshewould comebackfrom somemeetingat the White House calll
meandtherelevantassistansecretaryn for adebrief.Haig would tense smoking
heavily, jiggling hisright leg up andwon. He would thencriticize the White Housestaff -
- AThesepeopled o rki@otv this or thab or fitheyd o rkidotv whattheyaretalking.
Everybodywould leaveandl would stayafterwardandsay,fi M iSecretaryyou really
oughtnotto saythingslike thataboutthe White Housestaff in front of alot of people. If
youwantto unloadon me,fine.1 d o rntadkto thepressl amhereto try to makethis
place work for you butif you saythingslike thatit will getbackto the White Houseo
And sooneror laterthe storiesgetin the pressastheyalwaysdo.
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Theseseriesof provocationsand pinpricks,in effect,worked;thewindowlessplane
messigewasclear It wasprettyclearatthatpointthatHaigc o u | gétaréundthe

White Housestaff;hec o u | défeafihemin away thatallowedhim to conductforeign
policy theway hethoughtit shouldbedone.l d o rkidotvwhatthep r e s | viee wals,6 s
butin anycasehe certainlyacceptedis resignation.

Q: During the Haig time, did yougetinvolvedfrom sort of your uniquerole, in anyof the
diplomaticinitiativesor episodes?

BREMER:I w a s peésonallyinvolvedbecausé d i dhavednyline responsibility.
Otherthanthat,| wasinvolvedin everything.

Q: Arethereanythat occurredduring this Haig timethat stuckin your mindasthe
observer?

BREMER: Therewasanongoingdiscussiorwith the Europeansboutwhatour position
shouldbevis-&vis, the SovietUnion. Therewerevery largenuclearfreeze anti-nuclear
movementsparticularlyin Europe A lot of discussiorin theallianceaboutthe decision
to deployPershingcruisemissilesto balancehe SS20sthe Russiansvereputtingin.

Q: Justfrom your observationdid youfeelthat we werepursuinga reasonablecoursein
foreignpolicy?

BREMER:I did. | amaRepublicarandl wassympathetito R e a g genevasvorld
view. | thoughthewasright aboutthe SovietUnion. It wasarealthreatto usandto the
peopleof Europeandl felt thatwe neededo confrontthem.To give him his credit,
Carterstaredthemilitary buildupin 6 7a8d Reagarcontinuedt, But Reagardid it with
morevigor.

Haig sharedhatview. ThatwasH a i gréatstrength;hedid sharethe generalview that
we hadto continuethe policy thateveryadministratiorhadfollowed sinced 405
containingandeventuallyrolling backthe Soviets.

Q: Did youfind that Haig, sincehe hadbeenSACEUR a problemcomeup whichmight
goto theassistansecretaryfor Europeanaffairs. | knowwhoeverit is, | cancall. In
otherwords,heusedhis particular tiesthat he built up overtheyears.

BREMER:Yes,| amsureit happenedHe did know particularlythe Europearieadership,
not justthemilitary leadershipbecaus&SACEURIs basicallya political job. He knew
mostof the prime ministersandkey playersin Europeandwasat easewith them.When
hewentto theregularNATO ministerialmeetingdwice a year,he prettymuchknew
everybody.He wasgoodatthat.

Q: Howdid hisresignationhappenfrom your perspective?
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BREMER: Shultzhadbeenaskedby the presidentat somepoint to undertakea mission
to EuropebeforeHaig left. Thiswas6 80t 6 8 12 retrospectbutonly in retrogpect,it
appearshathe maybehewasbeingtried outin fiNew Haverd beforehe camedownto

A Br o a dWhatlyedherewasa mysterioushandbehindthatatthe White House,, if
someonéaddecidedsooneror latertheywould haveto getrid of Haig, | d o rkidow.
Anyway, theadministrationwasreadywith Shultzquite quickly. | think Haig resignedn
late April or earlyMay andShultzwasnamedratherquickly.

| ¢ a rsdythatl wassurprisedhatHaig resignedecausé hadseentensionbuilding for
virtually 18 monthsandin particulartowardsthe endwith thefamouswindowless
airplaneandsoforth. Noneof usknewwhatto expect.l basicallystayedon. When
Shultzcamein, heaskedo seeme.| told him thatif hewantedto havehis ownteam
here,heshaild dothat He askedmeto stay,sol stayed.

Q: Whatsort of reputationdid Shultzcomein with?

BREMER: My impressionwvasthathe camewith a goodreputationl think it is right to
say,alargernumberof ForeignServiceofficerswould haveheardof Al Haig thanwould
haveheardof GeorgeShultz.S h u | prezicduspositionshadbeenlargelyout of the
internationakffairsandhe hadbeenout of office for, by thattime, six years He hadbeen
runningBechtel. At leastpeoplewho wereinvolvedin political/military affairshad
heardof Haig andhadsaome contactwith him asSACEUR

Q: We 06 kn@wnlater secretarief state,particularly Bakersort of arrived with their
owncadreandall that.

BREMER: Shultzdid not.
Q: Did Haig arrive with a group?

BREMER:He arrivedwith Woody Goldbergwho washis chief of staffwho basically
hadbeenfor alongtime. He broughtin Dick Kennedyto be undersecretarior
managementie hadClark givento him by the White Housestaff. His undersecretarfor
political affairs,but Haig did not bring a big groupof people He broughta couple.Bud
McFarlandcameashis counseloandBud, who hadbeena Marine colonel,wasanother
personfrom the Nixon/KissingerNSC staff. Larry Eagleburgeeventuallypecame
undersecretgrfor political affairsandhe hadknown Larry alsofrom theKissingeryears.

Q: Soit w a s atightgroup?

BREMER:It wasnotatight group.Sincehe hadbeeninvolvedin foreignpolicy, Haig
hada prettygoodandrespectfuliew of the ForeignService He wasa serviceman
himselfandsawForeignServiceasservice He understoodheimportanceof beingsure
to pull up from the building whatevelninformationtherewasin the building to help him
makedecisionsHe wasa careemilitary manandsohelookedat orderlydecision
making,which dependean goodstaff work, asessentiato success.
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Shultzcamewith nobody.Hed i devenhiaveaspearcatcherHe justarrived.

Q: Howdid youstart workingwith Shultz2Whatdid he wantfrom youandhowdid he
seemto operate?

BREMER: Onething | forgotto sayaboutthe Reagaryearsbeforewe leaveit. Whenthe
assassinatioattempthappenedtheimmediatequestionwas,whatdo we do abouttelling
posts?How do we setup ataskforce?It turnedout we hadno doaumentationn the State
Departmentpot surprisingly. WhenKennedyhadbeenkilled therewasonly an
operationsenter Nobodykeptanyrecordsof what Statehaddonein 1963.So within an
hourof theassassinatioattemptl askedDick Kennedy,undersecretry for management,
to headataskforceto try to figure outwhatwe shoulddo.D i ¢ teamsirafteda slewof
telegrams;- firstflashtelegramgo all diplomaticpostssayingwhatwasgoingon.
Obviously,statingthattherewasgoingto be continuity,the usualkinds of messagegou
would expect.We sentout a numberof updatesasinformationcameto us. Whenthe dust
settled we wrote a manualthe unlikely eventanadministratiorhadto go throughthat
again.

It wasthekind of thing thatfalls to the secretariatvhenthereis acrisis.

Q: I wasconsulgeneralin Naplesandthe nextthing | knewl hadthe mayorof Naples,
whowasa communistomingto expressis concern.

BREMER:With Shultz,aswith everychangeof the secretarythe mostimportantthing
thesecretariatando s try to gethis briefing paperseadyfor his confirmationsothathe
is upto speecasmuchashecanget, atleaston the majorissues Sowe workedwith
Shultz.Basicallythe Stae Departments apapemill -- youd o rhéve to askfor papers
in the StateDepartmentYou do sometimedaveto tell themto stop.Anyway, everybody
mobilized.Everybureauwritesup all of its favorite subjectsandshootshemup and
briefing booksarepreparedandsoforth. 1 d o mé@nembeanydetailsbuttherewere
obviouslylots andlots of issueghat Shultzneededo getup to speedn. He would meet
with peopleandtalk aboutit andthenof coursewe hadé mu rbdoear hefsebe had
his hearings.

Q: Youmightexplainwhata® mu r bdaadrés.

BREMER:Well,aé mu rbdoearis aVdashingtortraditionwherebeforea confirmation
hearingor a hearingof anykind, ontheHill or sometimedeforea pressconferencea
groupof staffwill comein and askthetoughquestiongo thesecretaryall the nasty
guestiong/ou canthink of andseeif heis readyto answerthemandhow he answers
them | havebeenthrougha numberof themmyself,bothasa murdereranda

0 mu r d B is &veryusefuldeviceandbecausét surfaceghings.Thesecretay might
give hisanswerto a nastyquestionrandsomecounselomight say,i We if yoy saythat,
h erteed snp aSoit i6veryuseful.
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We did alot of thatwith Shultz.He wasconfirmedratherquickly asl recall.l think
beforethe summemwasout.

At somepointafter Shultzbecane secretarythe presidengavehis famousspeectonthe
StrategicDefensdnitiative or SDI which wassortof sprungon the StateDepartmentand
onourallies.

Q: Andonthemilitary too.

BREMER:It turnedoutto beabrilliant idea But | remembespendingaverylong night
with Larry Eagleburgeandthe secretaryrying to figure outwhatto do. The president
wasgoingto give the speechthe nextdayandwe hadto somehowalertatleastour close
allieswhatwascoming.

OnepersonShultzdid choosevery carefullywashis deputy, Ken Dam.Ken Damis a
realexperton internationakradeandsomebodyshultzhadknownfrom his daysin the
Departmenbf Commerceor Labor.

S h u | pergodatdityis verydifferentfromH a i diévwsasavery goodlistener hewould
listenvery carefullyandspeakvery carefully. He would takeanideaor memoandjust
sortof sit back.l remembehim oftenjustlooking out his window, obviouslythinking
aboutthings.ThiswasnotH a i stydesHaigd stylewasto getdownto it, readthe
memo,asksomequestionsandmakea decisionandmoveon. Shultzwasmuchmore
professorial By theendof histime six yearshe hadclearlydevelopedyreatrespecfor
the professionalsit the StateDepartmentyhich wasreciprocated.

Q: In myinterviewsit comesout asprobablythe mostadmiredsecretaryof statein the
wholecourseof aninterviewsl havehad, maybewith the exceptiorof DeanAchesorbut
thatwaswayback.

BREMER: He wascertainlyadmired .He was arealheavyweighin the administration.
Thecircumstancesnderwhich Haig left putthe Departmentn adifficult position
bureaucraticallyWWe hadlost Haig who hadassertedperhapgoo strongly,S t a teati@ls
role. Haigwasgoneandonehadto assimethatthis probablywasgoingto leavea bad
tastein themouthof the presidentindhis advisersaboutthe StateDepartmentSothere
wasa credibility problemandShultzwasableto reestablisktredibility just by theforce

of hisintellectandseriotsness.

Q: Wehaveof coursethis famousrelationshipbetweerCasparWeinbergerand George
Shultz.Theyreallyd i dlikeeéchother.Theyd i dagréebut oftenwhenyouhaveyour
two principalsof department®r anythingelsedisagreeingandthe governnenthasto go
on, it developsa wholeframeworkunderneathhe unofficial oneof howto makethis

work. Did youfind this goingon with the Pentagorand did you haveany connectiongo
it?
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BREMER: UnderCartera systemhadbeensetup whereSecretaryBrown who wasatthe
PentagonYanceandBrzezinskieveryweekwould havelunch,thethreeof them.The
NSC staff andthe executivesecretarystaff would setup anagendahatwould beagreed
by the principals.Thenpapersvould be producedandusually,in the Carter
administrationpneassistansecretaryould alsoattendtheluncheonandreportbackto
theexecutivesecretarywhathappenedSowe tried to follow, moreor less,thatmodelin
theReagaradministrationlt is anarguablecasewhetheris a goodthing or a badthing
for governmentf the secretaryf stateandthe secretaryf defensenavelunchevery
week.

Haig hadstartedthatwith WeinbergerAllen asl recallwasnotinvolvedin those
luncheonslit wasa bilaterallunch.

UnderHaig andWeinbegerit wasnotasbig a problem;underShultzandWeinbergeiit
becamea problem.Theyhadknowneachotherin businesdeforeandtheremusthave
beensomehistorybackthere.

Therewereobviouslylots of communicationsit the assistansecretaryevel. The
problembetweerStateandDefensevasexacerbatetly the fact thatthereweretwo
assistansecretariesvho werealsoatloggerheadsRichardPerleat the Pentagordoing
whatwasthencalledInternationalSecurityAffairs, or ISA andRick Burt atthe State
DepartmentoingEurope.lt w a s jushthattheydisagreedtheyhadaveryimportant
issuewhich wastheimplementatiorof aNATO dualtrackdecisiontakenin 1978to
deploycruisemissilesunlessheRussiangl i ddeplolySS20s..Thiswassortof the big
issuein U.S./Europeamelations,apartfrom Sovietgaswhich alsobecameanissueabout
thattime.

Q: Youare talking aboutcommercialgas,not military gas?

BREMER:Yes In thecaseof StateDefenserelations,| d o rr@membeif it wasterse
right awaywith the Pentagonbutit certainlydevelopedhatway andit developedhat
way prettyquickly.

Q: I aminterviewingBethJonesandsheis talking abouthowshewould haveto havea
meetingat 30 6 c¢ lindhe dfternoonto getall theunansweed requestdromthe
Pentagonwhichall wentup to Rumsfeldo getthemclearedsoshehadto goto Powell
almostoncea dayfor himto call Rumsfeldlt wasa very,verydifficult situation.

BREMER:T h a ashghtly differentproblem.l sawa bit of thatfrom my mostrecent
experiencen Iraq, butit wasadifferentproblem.Thereyou hadthe secretaryf defense
basicallyinstructinghis staff notto work with theinteragencysystem.

Shultzestablishedhimselfasa seriousprofessionalcalminginfluenceon the
bureaucratiproblemsthathadcomeupduringH a i gnée.s

Q: Did Schulzzeroin on certainthingsor prettymucheconomidhingsor Europeor the
Middle Eastor somethingandturn otherthingsoverto deputies?
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BREMER:It is very hardfor the secretaryto figure outwhatthed e p ujobysdtss up
to thedeputyto figure outwhathisjob is. It is notaneasyjob. Theundersecretaryor
political affairsandthe undersecretaryor managemerdareall prettyclear;the deputyis
lessclearandit is notlike beingaDCM atanembassylt is just very complicated.

WhenDamwasdeputy,heis oneof thec o u n teadyngexgertsoninternationatrade,
GATT, andh e @ritenbookson GATT (GeneralAgreemenbn Tariffs andTrade).It
wasanareaof interestto Shultzbutthatwasoneheleft largelyto Ken.

Shultzhada betterunderstandingf the economicdimensionsf foreign policy thanany
of the secretarie$ workedwith -- not surprisingly,givenhis backgroundHe hadworked
in economigoolicy. So, yes,he paid moreattentionto thatthanothersecretaries.

Q: Howlong hadyoubeenexecutivesecretary?

BREMER:Whenhecamel hadbeenthereabouta yearanda half andthenl stayed
anotheryearanda half, roughly.

Q: Is thereanythingelsewe shouldcover?

BREMER: At a certainpoint Franciesaidfiyou needto getout of thereo | hadbeen
doingthistoolong. But | alsoknewl w a s likélyt to getout of thereunlessl had
someonaroundthat! knew Shultzwould be comfortablemakingexecutivesecretary.
Hed i dwadttb wastehistime lookingaroundandl knew--i tadad rulein life -- if
youd o rhéveasuccessott is hardto getout. Soonafter Shultzarrivedthe Israelis
invadedLebanontheymovedall theway up to Beirut. During thatcrisis, the country
director,CharlieHill, hadoftencomeup to brief Shultzandhadimpressedim greatly.
Charliewassortof like Shultz.H e @esythoughtfulandveryknowledgeableSol
startedmy plotting to leavethe secretariatAt this time, my hold-overdeputy,RaySeitz,
wasgettingreadyto moveontoo. Sol askedCharlieHill to comeupto bemy deputy.|
hadit in mind thataftera few monthsl would go to Shultzaskto leave.This would be
possiblef | couldsuggesto him thatCharliebecomeexecutivesecretaryThatis how it
workedout.

Charliedid not stayvery long asexecutivesecretarypecaus&hultzfoundhim so
valuablehewantedhim ashis backroomguy. So Charliemovedfrom executivesecretary
to becomeS h u | ctossbasviser.

Q: Beforeweleavethat, therewasthis Haig and Ariel Sharonanddid Haig givethered
light to Sharon?Did any of that passinto your periphery?

BREMER:As far asl knowitd i dhagpénl d o mé@nembewhatHaigsaidin his
book.
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Q: Did thelsraeli invasionof Lebanonduring this period,6 8 & a s m?®id that affect
you?Did yougetinvolvedat all in thiswholething?

BREMER: Theproblemof beingexecutivesecretaryou areinvolvedin everything;you
arenotinvolvedasa substantre officer. Phil Habibwasbroughtin to go off asa special
envoy.l think we hadto sendateamto supporthim. T h a thekiad of thingwe did. |
think theinvasionhappenedgust shortlybeforeHaig resignedoecausd know thecrisis
wasin full borewhen Shultzcamein.

Q: Thatd i dhavedny particular differentimpactthaneverythingelse?
BREMER:No.

Q: Weare comingto thetimewhenyoubecameambassadoto the NetherlandsHow did
this comeabout?Thisis usuallya political appointment.

BREMER: | hadmadethetransitionfrom Vanceto Muskieto Haigto Shultzandwas
workingasS h u | speridassistanandexecutivesecretaryn 1982and1983.At this
time | hadthebackgroundf havingservedn Europein NorwayandspokeNorwegian.
Theassstantsecretaryfor Europe,Rick Burt, approachednewith theideaof goingto
EuropeasanambassadoShultzalsospoketo meaboutit andheinitially focusedon
Denmarkbecause spokeNorwegian But asl lookedinto it andtalkedto boththe
secretaryandRick Burt, Rick arguedthatthe Netherlandsvould be moreimportant
becaus®f the problemswe werehavinggettingthe Dutchto accepthe deploymenbf
Cruisemissiles.

The strategiccontextwasthatin the mid 1970sthe Russiandiadbegundeploying
intermediateange or theatre nucleamissiles the SS20s,in the WarsawPactcountries
Thedeploymentghreatenedur Europe@nalliesandraisedanimportantquestionabout
thecredibility of the Americanfi n u cUd meharr evetouar alies. Thatis, would
Americabe preparedo respondwith our strategicnuclearforcesin theeventhe Soviets
attackedanally with theatre or tactical,nuclearweaponsThus,it wasanissuethatwent
to the heartof the NATO Article V commitmentof i o foea | Thatis no doubtwhy
the Sovietsdeployedhe SS20s,asaway of breakingNATO.

In 1978,NATO tooktheso-calledii t wackd e c i which caltedfor counter
deploymenbf Americanintermediataangemissiles PershingspntoselectedNATO
countiesThededsionalsodeclaredhe A | | i amilingee®sto negotiatewith the
Sovietsthereductionor eliminationof bothsidestheateror intermediatenuclearforces
(INF). Five NATO countriesagreedo stationthe Pershing®n their territory. By early
1983, four of thefive countriesfideployingcountrie®, astheywerecalledin Europe had
gonealongandagreedo takethesemissiles.The Dutchwerethe only deployingcountry
holdingout. It wasakeyissuefor Americanpolicy andl felt it lookedlike amore
challengingplaceto bethanDenmark Soit cameaboutthaton S h u | récamimendation
the presidennominatedmefor thatpositionin the springof 1983.
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Q: Did youhaveanyfeelingthat youwerenudgingasidesomestarry eyedaspirantfor
thejob?

BREMER: Theremayhavebeensomecampaigrcontributorsanglingfor thejob but|
neverheardanythingaboutothercandidatesl wassucceedingnotherForeignService
officer, Bill Dyesswho hadbeenthe StateDepartmenspokesmarat the beginningof
theReaga administrationTheway it lookedfrom WashingtonBill waspushingrather
too openlyfor thedeploymenbf missiles.T h e rnegdiestionwve wantedthemto take
themissiles buthewasdoingit in away thatwasviewedby peoplein Washingtoras
counteproductivebecause¢he Dutcharenotoriouslytouchy S h u | seeméds wantto
havea steadypair of handsin the Netherlandg$or whatwasbecomingmoreandmore
importantasanissue.

Q: Thisshowswhenthe goinggetstough,yougoto a professionallt makessense.
How did youprepareto go there?

BREMER:First Francieand| startedstudyingDutch. It turnedout Norwegianwasan
advantagen doingthat.| readbriefing paperstalkedto all theformer American
ambassadon® the Netherlandghat!| coud lay handson; Bill Middendorf-- who had
beenN i x oAmbassador- others.| did theusualroundof talkswith peoplein the CIA,
PentagonTreasuryandpreparingfor hearings.

Q: Werethereanyinterestgroupsthat wereparticularly important?Not just on the
defenseside,but Holland, Michigan peopleor something?

BREMER: Therewerea numberof groupsrepresentinghe Dutch Americancommunity.
Therewasthe Netherland Americafoundationbasedn New York. The American
businessommunityhadimportant interestan the NetherlandsAt this time, the United
Stateswvasthelargestforeigninvestorin the Netherlandsandthe Netherlandsvasthe
largestforeigninvestorin the United States|argelybecaus®f the holdingsof Shell Oil
andPhillips. Already in thed 8 thesDutchwereinvestingtensof millions of dollarsof
pensiornfundsinto Americanreal estatemuchof it in AtlantaandFlorida. Sotherewasa
very strongbusinesgonnectiorbetweerour countries| spoketo a numberof
businessmeroth American DutchrAmericanandDutchbeforel wentoverthereand
thatturnedoutto beaveryimportantpartof thejob.

Q: Otherthanthe missilething, werethereanyotherareasthat wereareasthat were
simmeringor a problem?

BREMER:Ontheeconomicsideof U.S.- Europearrelationswe werestill feelingour
way abouthow we relatedto the EuropearCommunityasit wasthencalled.The Dutch
werefoundingmembersiot only of that, but of the EuropearCoalandSteelorganization
backin theé 5 (Orlse Dutchalongwith the British wereby far the mostliberal -- in the
classiceconomicsenseof theword -- governmenténsidethe EC. The Dutchwerean
importantsourcefor indirect Americaninfluenceinto the EC becauseheywerewilling
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to talk aboutwhatwasgoingonin the EC. We andtheyshareda generaliberal outlook
on economigolicy, openeconomidradeandin generathe principlesof aliberal order.
The Netherlandss atradingcountry,it hasbeenfor centuriesin additionto the
American/Duth commerciakelationshiptherewasanimportanteconomiarelationship
thatinvolvedour ability to talk to the Dutchin avery frank way, confidentially,about
whatwasgoingon behindthe scenesn the EuropearCommunity. Thosewerethethree
mainthings; Cruisemissilesby far the mostimportant,thentheU.S. - Dutchcommercial
interactionandthenU.S. - Dutcheconomiaelations.Thosewerethethreeareas.

Q: Norwaywasnotin the EuropeanCommunity?
BREMER:No.

Q: Whatwereyougettingfrom your contactsandtalking aboutthis not early but middle
period of the EuropeanEconomidJnion or EuropeanUnion?Wasthereconcern just
guietanticipationof this asbeingmaybeeithera greatthing or a commercialand
perhapspolitical rival to theU.S.?

BREMER: At thattime | think viewsin Washingtonveremixed. | think it wasgenerally
viewedasbeingin Americad strategidnterestfor the Europeanso be unitedbecause
our mainproblemin theearlyé 8 @ascounteringhe SovietUnion andthe Warsaw
Pact. It wasgenerallyunderstoodt would be usefulif our partner,Europe hadboth
political powerandaneconomiadimension.The economiadimensionbeingsomekind
of unity in the EuropearCommunityasit wasthencalled.At thattime therewerea
coupk of concernsonewasasthe EuropearCommunitydevelopedts mechanismsand
institutions,they might progressivelyexcludethe United Statedrom their deliberations.
This becameamnoreof anissuein my nextjob whenl camebackasambassadaat large
for counterterrorism.

Thesecondconcernwasactuallyquiteinterestingaswe talk in 2008 Therewasa
legitimateconcernon the partof the Americangovernmenthatthe Europeansveretoo
eagetto do largescalecommercialdealson energywith the SovietUnion. In 1982,
beforel wentto the Netherlandsthe presidenivasconcernegnoughaboutthis to ask
AmbassadoGalbraith,ourambassaddo France to makeatrip aroundEuropeto try to
pointoutto the Europeanshe potentialdangerof becomingoverreliant on Sovietenergy
sourcesparticularlygas.TheEuropeans! i dtakékindly to thatview. | mustsay,now
looking back25 yearslater, | think theyshouldhavethoughtmorecarefullyaboutit
becauseheyarecertainlymuchmoredependentn Russiargasnow thantheyeverwere
on Sovietgas.

Q: Howdid your Senatéhearingsgo?

BREMER: Theywerefine.| d o re@eehremembethem,theyweresoquick.| think there
wereprobablytwo senatorghere.Ilt wasnota controversiabppointment.

Q: Youwerein the Netherlanddrom whento when?
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BREMER: July of 1983until late Augustof 1986.

Q: Whatwassort of the political situationin the Netherlandsvhenyouwenttherein
1983?

BREMER: It wasextremelycomplicatedasit alwaysis in the NetherlandsTheDutch
havelegitimateclaim to beingoneof the oldestrepresentativgovernmentsn theworld.
Theyc a muité go backasfar asMagnaCartabuttheygo prettycloseto it. Theyarea
rathercontentioudot sothattherearelots of parties.lt remindedme of the political
situationin Israelwhereyou havelots andlots of parties.Therewere8 or 9 partiesin the
TweedeKamer,thelower houseof parliamentwhenl gotthere.lt wasa coalition
governmentThe prime ministerwasfrom the ChristianDemocatic Partyandtheywere
in coalitionwith theliberals,the Dutch Liberal Party,the VVD asi t called.TheVVD
wassolidly in favor of NATO andof deployingthe cruisemissiles.But the Christian
Democratavere deeplydivided on this keyissue.Theywere split into at leasttwo
factions.Onefactionrepresentetdy the foreignminister,HansvandenBroek,wasvery
stronglypro-Atlanticist, pro-NATO andvery muchin favor of makingthis extremely
controversiadecisionto deployCruisemissiles.

Theministerof defense,Jobde Ruiter,wasfrom a softerwing of the Christian
DemocraticParty Theywerein favor of NATO, butopposeduttingin thecruise
missiles. Thentherewasthe prime minister,RuudLubbers whosepositionwasnever
entirelyclearasto which of thesetwo coursesefavored.Thesethreemenwerethekey
decisionmakersthoughtherewerelots of others.

Q: Theprimeministerwas?

BREMER: RuudLubbers.Oneof thethingsl learnedvery quickly wasthatthe Dutch
systemis quite differentfrom otherparliamentarysystemsThe Dutch prime ministerhas
no directauthorityoverthe otherministersandexplicitly not overthe foreignminister.
This becamea problemat somepoint becaus&Vashingtorkeptsendindettersfrom the
presidento the prime ministeraboutcruisemissiles.Thefirst time this happened,
deliveredtheletterto the PrimeMinister andasa courtesygavea copyto theforeign
minister. Theforeign ministertook severalayersof skin off methefirst time pointing
outtha, underthe Dutch constitution hewaspersonallyresponsibldor foreignpolicy,
notthe prime minister,whichis true.l hadto explainthis to Washingtonl d o nthink |
everfully succeedeéxplainingthatfactto WashingtonFromthenon | alwaysddivered
theoriginal letterto theforeignminister,andcopies to the PrimeandDefenseMinisters.

Q: Lookingat howonedealswith a differentbureaucracycouldthe presidentwrite to
thedefenseministeror theforeignminister?Wouldit be Shultzwriting to theforeign,
howdid?

BREMER:Wed i dusdwtitten lettersthatoften. Whatwe finally woundup doingis |
would call ontheforeignministerfirst andtell him whatwasgoingon andthentell him,
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unlesshehadsomeobjection,| intendedo inform the prime ministerandasnecessary,
thedefensaminister.| basicallyhandledt thatway, whethemy instructionstold meto
or not.

Q: Youreally hadto keeprunningfrom stoolto stoolto keepeverybodynformed.

BREMER: Yes,andbeyondthat,those threewerejust thetop of avery complicateday
downof MPs, mayors,governorghroughouthe country,politicianswho weretaking
sidesonthis. This wasa very hot political issueall overthe country.Franciewas
remindingmethis morningthatshorty afterl gotto the NetherlandsThe Haguewasthe
site of thelargestpeacedemonstratiomn Europearhistory.| think evento date,no
demonstratiomasbeenbigger.We hadantiCruisemissile,antiknuclear,ant-rAmerican
demonstratorbusedn from all over Europe,750,0000f them,who musteredn abig
parkin centralThe Hagueandthenmarchedbastthe Americanembassylt took
somethindike 8 1/2 hoursfor all thesepeopleto marchpastthe embassyall of them
opposedo deployingthe Cruisemissies. Fortunatelyit wentoff peacefully.

Again, the strategiccontextwasthatfour of thefive deployingcountrieshadagreedo
takethe missiles soeffectively,the Russiandhiadmadethe decisionthey could break
apartthe unity onthisissue andpetapsevenmorebroadlyon NATO, by persuadinghe
Dutchnotto deploycruisemissiles.Ourjob wasto sayto the Dutch,ii Y chavea
responsibilityasaNATO member.You areprotectedunderArticle 5 of the NATO
Treatyby America,our troopsandour weapone Unlike Norway, we hadAmerican
troopsstationedn the Netherlandsfi T h arehereto defendyou andpartof your
responsibilityis to accepthe NATO decisionwhich wasmadeyearsbeforeto deploy
thesemi ssi | es. O

In addition,the Dutchwereon asengive NATO groupcalledthe NPG,theNuclear
PlanningGroup,asmallgroupof NATO membersvho dealtwith the mostsensitive
issuedealingwith nuclearweaponsOur privatemessagé¢o the Dutchwasii Y ocua n 6 t
verywell expectto stayin the NuclearPlannng Groupif you arenotwilling to meet

yourr e s p 0 n s Boitwhsa viery diffeult issueandwe hadto play aquietbut firm
gameof hardballwith them.

Q: Youarrived at theembassyWhowasyour DCM? | would havethoughtyouwould
havehad someproblemsin thatthe Netherlandssoundindike a goodplaceto putgood
old Joeor goodold Mary. | havebeenin personnelWedid this. It wassucha vital issue
andsucha complicatedyovernmentthetwod o mdite squareoff.

BREMER:I waslucky.l toldmyp r e d e cdeputytbat! &asgoingto bringmy own
deputy.In thosedaysin the ForeignService theambassadaffectively could choasehis
deputychief of mission-- thatwasaboutall you coulddo by way of choosingyour staff.
| askeda goodfriendof mine, Art Hugheswho hadworkedwith mein the secretariat
yearsbefore.Art hadbeena specialassistanto the undersecretaryfor management
whenl wasspecialassistanto the secretaryof state In 1983,hewasservingasdeputy
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chiefof missionin Copenhagem averydifficult situation.He hada difficult
ambassador.

| calledArt in Copenhageandaskedhim if hewould bewilling to comedownandbe
my deputy.He wasdelightedto befree of whatwasa very difficult situationin
Copenhage. He hadtheright experiencen Europe;h e beégnin aNATO country.He
waswhat| neededasa deputywhich wasthe exactoppositeof me.He wasarealinside
guy, hereally knewhow to operatewith people andhewasvery, very good.And he
neverhesitaedto tell mewhenl waswrong.

| inheriteda strongpolitical sectionanda strongecnomicsection.| waslucky. | wound
up with anextremelystrongembassylargelythroughluck, exceptfor my choiceof
DCM.

Q: L e tstickgo thecruisemissilething. Whatwas,weare talking aboutthe6 8 @nslthis
is long pastthetimewhenthe Sovietpushedhe peacebuttonasin Helsinkiandin other
placesthereweretremendousiemonstrationsWhatwascausingthis?

BREMER: As thefiles havebecomemoreavaileble with thefall of the SovietUnion, it
hasbecomecleaer thatthe Sovietswerefundingmanyof thesepeacemovementsn
Europe particularlyin Germany.The ostensibleorganizerf first this major
demonstration- andwe hadthemall thetime -- werethe peacanovementsn the
NetherlandsandGermanybutalsoin someof the othercountriesaswell. The Soviets,|
think from their point of view, clearlysawanopportunityto try to break,to fracture
NATO overthisissue particularlythe Dutch.

Again the strategiccontexthereis underPresidenCarterNATO hadagreedo the1978
Two Trackdedsion aboutthe cruisemissiles.Carterhadstarteda defensebuildupin the
late 70s;Reagarhadcontinuedt. Reagarby thenhadannouncedhe StrategicDeferse
Initiative which | think concernedhe Sovietsgreatly,asdocumentiaveshownsincethe
fall of the SovietUnion.

Q: Thiswastheso-called6 S tWea i ané-missiledefense.

BREMER: Anti-ballistic missiledefenseAt thattime the SovietleaderwasAndropov.
EventuallyGorbachewseemdo haveunderstoohow weaktheir economywas.They
mayhavehada betterunderstandinghanwe did. Wed o rsé@etmto haveunderstoodt
until it fell apart.

Q: Thisis oneof thesethingsonewondersaboutour intelligence.

BREMER:I think alot of the peoplewho wereagainstthe cruisemissileswere
legitimatelyandsincerelyopposedor whatevereasonsl think theywerewrongbut |
d o mdestiortheir motives.| metfrequentlywith theleadersof the Dutchpeace
movementTheyweredecentwell meaningnenandwomen.Justwrongaboutthe
Soviets.
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Q: Werethesethe samepeoplewhohad madelife hell for our peoplein our consulaten
Amsterdam?

BREMER: Sometimedhe peacanovementelddemonstrationsn Amsterdan. But the
mostactivedemonstrationthere the onesthatoccasionallyattackedour consulate,
concernedentralAmerica.Thisissueboiledalongthe entiretime we werein the
NetherlandsThe Sandinistaiadtakenoverin Nicaraguan 1979.In the80sAmerica
wassupportinghe governmenbf El Salvadoiin their effortsto stopthe Sandinistasn
their effortsto overthrowthe governmentn El Salvador.This becameavery big issueon
campusesanduniversitiesof the Netherlandsfor reasonghata r eemtivetyclear.My
predecessamaidonememorablehing aboutwhy the Dutchcouldgetsoexercisedabout
CentralAmerica it Af g h aisitoo fataaay.Polandis too near Nicaraguas just

r i g hthougbtthatwasavery goodway of describingthe Dutchattitude.

We haddemonstrationandsometimesttackson our consulaten Amsterdamand
demonstrationatthe Embassyn The HagueeveryFriday. Thesewereour weeklypro-
SandinistaandanttAmericandemonstrationsTherewasprobablysomeoverlapbetwea
thosepeopleandthe peoplein the peaceamovementputit wasanothelissue Sometimes
thedemonstratorgrould comeoverthewall in Amsterdamthe policewould fire teargas
andanumberwould bearrestecandthenlet go. We finally hadto put biggerfencesupin
AmsterdamThedemonstrationsn Haguerarelygotviolent, buttheywerevery regular.

Q: | assumeheseweremostlystudentor weretheysort of the peoplehangingaround
thedrug scene?

BREMER:In Amsterdamyou could neverreally tell the difference.l think mostof the
peoplewho wereinto seriousdrugsprobablyc o u | hdwvedgbttenthemselvesnyplace
ontime, andunlikely getoverourwalls. | think it wasmostlystudents.

| wentto the FreeUniversityin Amsterdamwherel hadbeeninvitedto give alectureof
somekind to a class.| wasprotectedoy Dutchsecurity,andmy securityguardsfound
peoplesitting in the hall outsideandrefusingto let us pastinto the hall. Mattersbecame
ratherheatedandthe studentsstartedshoutingantrAmericanismghroughaloud speaker.
Whenoneof hemtook a breath,| askedto borrowtheloudspeakemyselfandl saidto
this groupof studentsfi T his asountrythathasprideditself onits openandliberal
approacho ideasandtradefor 400years| t ratlserdiscouraginghatyouw o niétine
comeandpresenimy caseto you. baddedthat| wasdisappointedo readthatthe Free
University hadjust decidedto becomea partnerwith the Universityof Managuawhich
wasat thattime run by communistsandwhich couldby no reasorbe assumedo share
thesehistoricDutchvalues.

Thislittle speectdid nothavea calmingeffecton the studentsMy securitydetailwas

increasinglyuncomfortablewith therising tension sotheysaidwe hadto leave.We
encedup leavingundera hail of stoneghrownatthe car. This wasthekind of thing that
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wasgoingon. But this disputeover CentralAmericawasa sideshowthereal question
wasthecruisemissiles.

Q: Y o u gottlEsthing. How did youfind your line of attack?

BREMER: Onething | quickly learnedasl talkedto the Dutch,bothbeforel wentand
after| gotthere,wasthatthe Dutchhaveanexpressiontheysayfi wButchhavevery
longtoeso| t v@rgeasyto stepontheirtoes.Despitethefact thatthe averageDutchman
orwomanw o nh@ditateto tell youw h a wréngwith Americaor Europe theydo not
takewell to beinglecturedthemselvesTheadvicel gotwasto be carefulaboutwhatyou
saypublicly aboutcruisemissiles.In thethreeyearsl wasin The Netherlandsl never
oncepublicly said,ii T HDatchshoulddeploythe cruisemissiles. Bly predecessasaidit
all thetime andit appearedo havebeencounterproductive.

| plannedour campaigrwith my political team It wasto work quietly behindthescenes,
particularlyon the soft partof the ChristianDemocratidParty. The LaborParty,the
PVDA, which wasin opposition,wasdeadsetagainsthe cruisemissilesaslabor parties
werein mostof Europe.Sotherewasnot muchchancewe weregoingto turnthe PVDA
in favor. Thereforethe questionwasgoingto dependon this soft partof the Christian
DemocratsTheliberalswerewith usandthe strongpartof the ChristianDemaocrats,
representedly theforeignminister.The key questionwasgoingto comedownto the
ministerof defenseandpeoplein his partof the ChristianDemocraticParty.

We approachedhemin a numberof ways;| usedoneon oneprivatemeetingsusually
lunchattheresidenceno notetakerson eitherside,justoneonone | usudly keptit
light, justtalk throughDutchhistory, Dutch Americanrelations,our NATO alliance,etc.
Therewerelots of buttonsyou could push.Americaandthe Netherland$iavethe oldest
unbrokendiplomaticrelationsbetweerntwo countriesin theworld. We hadliberatedthe
Dutchin Septembeof 1944.Thereis ahugecemeterywith almost9,000Americanspone
of thesebeautifulbattlemonumentsat a placecalledMargratenin thesouth.Thereis a
residualsensen the Dutchabouttheimportanceof the Americanrelationshipquite apart
from the NATO part.

Theprincipalargumento thesepeople includingthe ministerof defensewasto try to
makea casethat Dutch securitywasthreatenedyy the Russiardeploymenbf the Russian
SS20 missiles;thatNATO hadto respondo protecttheir peopleincludingthe Dutch,
andthatit wasaresponsibilityof aNATO memberjncludingthe Netherlandsto carry
outthedecisionthathadbeenmadeby NATO backin 1978to deploythesemissiles
Moreoverin 1983,the Netherindswasthe only countryof thefive deployingcountries
thath a d ma@ldthe decision.Soaneffort to embarrasshemon not playingafull
alliancerole.

Q: Theothercountriesbeingltaly, Germanyand?

BREMER: TheUK andBelgium.We recognizedhis wasanextremelydifficult decision
for the Dutch. Dutchpublic opinion polls showedstrongoppositionto deploymentBut
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we remindedthe Dutchthatthe opinionpolls hadbeenvery stronglyagainsthedecision
in Germanyuntil HelImut Schmidttook the decison andthenhewon anelection.Soone
of theargumentsve madeto the Dutch politicianswas,iwe understandhe political
difficulties you face,but you haveto showleadershipYes,the opinionpolls areaagainst
it butleadershipnvolvesmakingtakingtoughdecisionsandexplainingthemto your
peopled

Q: Wa s thé3S20 menace| meanit wassoobviouswhatthiswas.

BREMER:It w a s soo6hviousto peoplewhod i dwaitto deploythem.Or it was
obviousandtheydiscountedt. Oneof thethingswe did, asdid our embassies other
deployingcountriesin Europe wasto arrangefor highly sensitivebriefingsof theleaders
by peoplefrom our intelligenceservices.

Somememberof the peacemovementctuallyarguedthatwe hadmadethewholething
up, thattherewereno SS20s.The secondargumentvaswe wereexaggeatingthe
numbersof missiles A wayto takeawaythatargumenwasto haveateamof photo
interpreterswith their photograph&ndthe otherintelligencecomeandsharet with
selecteddutch governmenmemberandmemberf parliamentThis strengthenedhe
handof thoselike theforeign ministerwho wantedto deploythesemissiles.

Q: Wasthe Soviethandapparentwasit heavyor light?

BREMER:No, it w a s heawy,exceptthatshorty afterl gotthere the Russianchanged
theirambassadandsenta guy who wasalmostout of centralcasting,| d o rrémember
his namebut hewasoneof theseguyswith a pork pie hat.He spokeonly Russianmaybe
somePolish.He really hadno way of movingaroundandbeingeffectivewith the Dutch
Soheturnedoutto be,to us,ablessingoecausde wassocrudeandsoobliviousin what
hewastrying to do.

In TheHague asin mostposts,whenyou area newambassadoyou call ontheother
ambassademwho preceded/ouin presentingredentialsThetraditionin TheHaguewas
thiswasdoneby couples Soasa newAmbassadoyou andyour spousevould goto the
othera mb a s srastlence®henFrancieandl wentto call onthe Italianambassador
we wert to his residencdor tea.Most of theambassadortherewereeffectivelyin a
retirementpost. TheyhadbeenrewardedThe Italian wasanoldermanwho hada droopy
eyeandaswe satdrinkingteaat4:30in theafternoonheliterally startedfalling askepas
hewastalking.| wastired. | startedo fall asleepuntil aspoondroppedoff histeacupon
thehardwoodenfloor andwokeall four of usup. Franciesaidafterthat,ii T h dhelass
time | amgoingto oneof thesethings.It is awasteof time for me.Fromnow on, you go
onyourownor seethemattheo f f ilsaeli Bi ne. O

SothenewRussialAmbassadohadto call on meandl said,ii C o to¢éheembassyl
amnotdoingit atmyh o u $He camewith hisinterpreterandl hadour political
counlor asnotetaker.The Russiarstartedwith oneof thesetraditionaldiplomaic
nicetiesalongthelinesof fiwe hopewhile we aretogetherin TheHagueour relationsthat
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wereso historicallyso goodbetweerour two countriescould developfurther. | stogpped
him andsaid,ii M rAmbassadoret metell you somethingMy first assignmentvasin
Afghanistan 15 yearsagoandyou guyshavenowinvadedA f g h a n Ths was19830
sotheyhadalreadybeenmuckingaboutfor four years.Theywerealreadybeginnirg to
runinto trouble.l said,i L en¢tell yousomethingl d o rkidotv who madethedecision
in the Kremlin to invadeAfghanistanbuttheyobviouslyh a d studliedAfghanhistory
becauséf you hadstudiedAfghanhistory,youwould knowit is the only country which
in the 19" centurytwice beatthe British armyandheld backthe forcesof peopletrying to
comein from outside.Our relations,U.S-Russiarrelations will notimproveuntil you
getoutof Af g h a n Wall tthatvasthie endof thatshortficourtesycall.0 He left after
tenminutesandl neverhadanothemeetingwith him.

Heturnedoutto be,atleastin termsof whathedid overtly, prettyineffective.l d o n 0 t
know whathe mayhavebeendoingbehindthe scenes.

Q: How aboutour USIA operaion therebecausehis shouldhavebeenquiteimportant
at that point.

BREMER:We hada goodPAO, apartof theteaml inherited,a very activecultural
attachéandagoodlO aswell.

Q: Informationofficer.

BREMER: Yes,hewasvery goodwith the press It wasimportant.We did alot with
thembothin termsof exposinghe Dutchto NATO throughNATO tours,usingthe
importantvisitor program.l hada substantiabattleoverthe Fulbrightprogram not with
my staff but with the Fulbrightboard.In fact, | hadneedto fire theentireboardandstart
overbecausdt haddrifted off course.

Q: Hadit drifted towardtherewardasopposedo theopinion?

BREMER:| describecearlierhow | hadbeenuneasywith howthelV andFulbright
programshadbeenrunin Norway.Whenl gotto TheHague,| askedo seelist of thelast
threeyearsof Fulbrighters-- their background! foundthatthe boardmembersvho were
largelyfrom Dutchuniversitieswererewardingcolleaguesl havenothingagainstc0-
yearold men,butthesewere50 or 60 yearold economistgjoingon Fulbrighs. | took a
look atthelaw thatestablishedt andat our guidancefrom USIA andit wasclearwe
wereoff baseThe programin the Netherlandss governedy a bilateralcommissionn
which the Americanambassadandthe Dutchministerof educatiorarethe ex officio
chairmenof theboard.l wentto the ministerof educationWim Deetmanwho wasa
veryableguyandsaid,ii Wi me r tee@iwationwith Fulbright. We havearealfight on
our handsbecauseave aregoingto haveto changehewhole boardto makethe program
moreeffective.l ¢ a r@ittwithout knowingyou aregoingto supportme becauseill
theseu n i v e rtiseredara22usiversitiesn thecountry,i a goagto startsquealing
likeh e Hesaid,i L edod sSowe fired theboardandappointeda newboard He
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andl metthemandgavethemcleardirectionsto look for youngemeoplewho would
helpdevelopthe Netherlands.

It wasmuchthe sameproblemwith thelV programwhich | alreadymentioned
addressingn Norway.| foundthe sameproblemin the NetherlandsThis programhad
beenused,n this case by embassytaffto rewardtheir friendsandfriendsof their
friends.Butt h anttbosvl sawthe purposeandvalueof thelV programwhich wasto
identify youngleadersandsendthemoff to the United Statedo do whatevertheywanted
to doontheassumptiorthatAmericasellsitself. Sowe turnedthe |V programaround,
too.

Onthewhole,the USIA staffwasgood.The Dutchtake culturevery seriously.Oneof
theconcernd hadwaswe seemedo be spendingAmericantaxpayerfundson cultural
eventswhichd i dstrikeimeasagooduseof our moneybecausémericanartists,
musicianswritersgoto the Netherlandsll thetime on regularcommercialventuresl

d i dthink thatwasavery gooduseof Americanmoney,nordid | think havinga
readinglibrary wasa gooduseof our money.First of all, the Dutchhavethe highest
Englishlanguagecapabilityof anycountryin theworld, exceptperhapdsrael. Theyall
read.Therearemorebookspublishedn Englishin the Netherlandshanin Dutch.They
all readbooks;theyhavereadbooksfor 400years Why shouldthe Americantaxpayer
supportalibrary with peoplecomingoff the stree, with all the attendantifficulties and
costsof security?

| felt thatwe hadalittle bit of anfiold USIA lookod in termsof promotingculturein a
country,whereafterall, theyknewAmericanculture.Wew e r eoinyto beableto
competewith AmericantelevisionandAmericanmovieswhich regrettablyarea partof
Americanculture. Wew e r egoinfjto be ableto bring artistsexcept onavery
exceptionabasisbecause¢heycameasa matterof courseanyway.Sowe hadto reorient.

Our generabpublic posturewascomplicatedoy thefactthat! concludedhat! would not
sayanythingpublicly aboutcruisemissiles.l couldgive speecheandl did all thetime
But in thosel talkedin generatermsaboutour long bilateralrelations,aboutthe alliance
andvariouspolitical thingsbut | would notsayin publicii Y omustdeploythecruise
mi ssil es. o

Q: Whathappensf youhavean eminenjournalistwhois talking to you?He or she
obviouslyis goingto askaboutthe cruisemissiles.

BREMER:I would saytha thisis a Dutchdecisionto makeandwe understandt is a
very sensitiveonefor them.Theygaveup askingat a certainpoint.

We hadvisitors comethrough,governmenbofficials, thevice presidentisited He stayed
threedaysandhada variety of medingswith people.

Q: GeorgeBush?



BREMER:Yes.| d o rnthink thathesaidanythingaboutthe missilespublicly. Themost
interestingstatementhatwasmadepublicly wasmadeby the Frenchpresidentvho was
asocialist,FrancoisMitterrand.He cameon an official visit to the Netherlandg think in
1985andspoketo the Dutch parliament He bluntly told themtheyshoulddeploythe
cruisemissiles.It wasreally quiteamoment. To havea Frenchpresidenta leftist, tell
themtheyhadto takethe cruisemissiles.Ratherembarrassingpr the Dutch LaborParty
which stoodfoursquareagainstdeploymentAnd braveof Mitterrand.

Q: Howdid your political sectionwork?

BREMER: The headof the political section Mike Habib,wasmarriedto a Germanand
hadsenedalreadya numberof yearsbothin Germanyandin Austria.He hadgood
Dutch.Sodid hiswife. Thereweretwo or threeotherpeoplein the embassyvho had
goodDutch.| studiedDutcheverymorningandgotto a point| couldgetalongin Dutch
prettywell. Mike wasanexcellentpolitical officer. He wasthekind of guy who got
around talkedto peopleunderstoodvhatquestiongo ask,usedhis entertainmeninoney
well to getat peoplewho werein thatgrayareawe weretrying to influence.lt is notthat
we ignoredthe peoplewho wereour supportersr the LaborParty;we hadregular
discussionsvith the LaborPartytoo. But we knewin theendthe LaborPartywasnot
goingto votein favor of the cruisemissileswhenit camebeforeparliament.Thoughl
shauld addthatthereweresomelLabor partymemberavho privatelytold usthey
supporteddeploymentBut it would havebeenpolitical suicideto admitit publicly.

Q: During thetimethere,howdid thingsdevelopyis- a- vis, thecruisemissiles?

BREMER: It wasaverylong andin effect,difficult negotiationthattook the betterpart
of threeyears We hadupsanddowns,largelyrelatedto theinternaldebatesvithin the
ChristianDemocraticParty.We foundthatit wasimportantto try to help strengthen
HansvandenBroek,the foreignministerwho wasin favor of thedeploymentin thefall
andwinterof 6 8@ 8w startechavingsecretmeetingswith him in Brusselsl believeit
wasthe assistansecretaryfor Europe Rick Burt, who cameup with theideaof having
conversationsvith him awayfrom The HaguewherevandenBroekwould beallittle bit
lessconstrainedy whatwasgoing on andcould perhapspeakmoreopenlyabuthowto
resolvetheir political problem.

We arrangeda seriesof meetingghroughvandenB r o espebiaassistantafellow
namedJaapde Hoop Schefferwho happengodayto be NATO secretarygeneral At that
time, his uncle,alsocalledJaapde Hoop Schefferwasthe Dutchambassadao NATO.
So themeetinggook placeattheDutchamb a s s aresidend@sBrusselsVanden
Broekand| would proceeddownto Brusselsseparatelyandhavea meetingusually
beforeor afterdinnerattheDutcha mb a s s house®andihendrive backto The
Hague.Thepurposewvasto try to getsomesensdrom vandenBroekabouthow hesaw
theinternalsituationwithin the partyandhow we could helpgettheright decisionout of
thegovernmentThesemeetinggook place,l think therewerefive or six of them,in the
winter of late6 8amdwinterofo 8 6 .
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Q: In away,yousaythe processhut basicallywasit a yesor no or threemissileshere
andtwothere?

BREMER: It wasgoingto beayesor no. Whatwe tried to doin the broadessensavas
to remindthe Dutchof theimportanceof the Dutch-Americanrelaionshipandnottalk
aboutthe cruisemissilespublicly andthenhavethe discussiorof cruisemissilestake
placewithin abroadercontext.Sofor example] traveledall overthecountry.| visited

all 15 provincesandcalledonthegovernorsEverytime | wentto a provincial capital,
USIA would line up meetingswith the press We would meetwith the Americanbusiness
community,the Dutchbusinessommunity,andgo do thetourismandgetlots of press
attentionto that.All of thatwould bein thebroade contextof U.S-Dutchrelations.We
alwayslookedfor opportunitiego remindthe Dutch of the depthof theserelations

Everyyear,for exampleon Memorial Day, thereis alargecelebrationrcommemorating
theliberationof the Netherlandst cemeteryl mentionedjn Margratenjn the south.
Almost 9,000Americanskilled in World Wartwo areburiedthere.Very oftenthe Dutch
primeministeror oneof thetop cabinetministersandthe Americanambassadowould
go. It wasanoccasiomagainto invokethelong U.S -Dutchrelationshipgoing backto the
loantheymadeto JohnAdamsthatgot usthroughthe Revolution,thefirst recognition,
andthelongestrelationshipIn otherwords,it wasimportantto stressasl did in my
speechegheimportanceof our emnomicrelations,eacho t h &nmgastsmvestor,talking
to businessmeto putthekernelof theimmediateissue the cruisemissiles,into a
broadercontext.Thatwasa largepartof our public strategyandUSIA playedan
importantrolein that.

Q: Wasanybodylooking at thewholecruisemissileversushe SS20 and seeingthis at
thetimeandsaying,i We onkwill eventuallycanceloutthe otherandthe SovietUnion
is gettingw e a k Wasthiseverpart of it?

BREMER:No. Again, | wasin the Netherlandsuntil late6 8addl d o rki@otvwhether
therewerepeopleat thattime beginningto getthe sensehatthe SovietUnionwas
weakerthanwe thoughtatthetime. | justd o rkidow. It wasnot clearto mein the
Netherlandsanyway.

Q: Werethereanystrongvoicesin the Netherlandspativesthereof supportingus?Or
wasthis the sort of thing nobodywantedto gettoo involvedin?

BREMER: Therewereveryfew peoplewho wantedto getinvolvedin it. Therewere
someleadersof the Dutch Liberal Party,the VVD asit is called,who publicly madethe
fundamentapoints we weremaking.The SS20sposedathreatto Dutchsecurity; the
Dutchhada nationalreasorto wantto respondandtheyhadaninternationalobligation
to respondasmemberof NATO. Therewere afew peoplein the Dutchthink-tankworld
who felt thatway andsaidso.But therewerenotalot of peoplewho weregoingto get
outandsaysopublicly. Most of the public discussiorwasfrom the opponentgo the
cruisemissiles. Therewasonenewspaer, the De Telegraafthelargestcirculatinga
broadsheethatfavoredthe deploymenof cruisemissiles But the Volkskrantwhich was
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theLaborP a r papdy wasadamantlyagainsit. AlgemeenDagbladwhichwasin the
middleonly atvery endcameoutin favor. The NRC Handelsbladvhich wasthe most
respectediatherlike the FinancialTimes took anambivalentposition.The national
television,of coursewasbasicallyopposedSoit wasa hostilemediaenvironment.

Q: I wouldseereportshereaboutthe Dutchcontributionto NATOandit w a s sod df
weekendvarriors; in fact, justthereversethat the navywould comein on a weekend
andeverythingwouldshutdown.It camebackthatit d i dseedto bea veryeffective
force.Wastherediminutionin supportof NATO?

BREMER: TheDutcharebasicallyanavalpower.Theyhadbeenat seafor 500years;
theywereprettygoodin their goldenage the GoudenEeuw beforethe British took them
on. TheDutchmilitary, in particularthe navybut alsothe armywereanimportantpartof
theequationandsupportedhe deploymenguietly. But of coursetheycouldnottakea
political position andtheywererigorouslynonpolitical.

As for their effectivenessabouttwo weeksafter| arrivedtherewastheannuallargescale
NATO exercisewith manyAmericansinvolved,whichin thosedaystook placeevery
Septembeim the southof the Netherlands- a coupleof divisionsmovingaroundwith
theDutchin abig exercisel told my defenseattachd wantedto attendit. As usualit
waspouringrain. | neededsomethingo wearto the exerciseandsotheygot meaDutch
pr i vautfitel temembeSACEUR(SupremeAllied CommandeEurope)wasthere
andwe werewatchinga pontoonbridgebethrownacrossaragingstreamfor troopsto
moveacross Somebodybroughthim overandintroducedmeto him asthe American
ambassadandhelookedatmein thisDutchp r i v affit@ri@isesaid,i Wh at ? 0

He andl thengotto talking aboutthe capabilityof the Dutchtroops.If youlookedat
them-- theyall hadponytals andringsin their ears-- andyou think, is this serious™e
said,fi Will tell yousomethingTheseareamongthebesttroopsin NATO becauséhey
areverywell e d u ¢ alttwasé codscriptarmysoeveryonenadto goin, fiTheyarevery
professionalTheygetin afoxholeor taketheir positionandtheyknow exactlywhat
their areaof responsibilityis. Theyknow how theyaregoingto defendit. Theyhave
goodideastheytaketheinitiative. Theyarewonderfultroopso Solooks canbe
deceiving.

Q: | heardlater during the Balkancrisis thatthe Dutchair force, particularly thewomen
fighter pilots weresuperb.

BREMER: Anotherexampleof the Dutch culturecameto me from the American
busines€ 0 mmu nexpenericaSomethinglike 1,100Americancompanieshathad
their Europearheadquarters the Netherlandst h aatiof) morethanin anyother
countryatthattime. It is partly explainedby thec o u n tentsalfbcationandgood
transportationbut alsoliberal economigpolicies,light andopenregulationsandalight
tax regime But beyondthatit wasproductivity.l remembewisiting on oneof my
provincialtrips a Xerox factorydownin the southnearMargraten southof Maasticht.
We wentthroughthis factorywheretheywereassembling{erox machinesThedirector
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of thefactory,a Dutchmantold mehewasvery proudbecauseher factoryhadthe
lowestunit costof any Xerox manufacturingplantin theworld. Thisis in acountry
whereatthattime theaverageDutchwagewasalreadyabovethe averagevagein
America,andontop of thatyou hadthe socialcost-- theburdensthetaxesandsoon.

We estimatedhe averagaevagereally workedout to almost50% morethanthe average
Americanwagebuttheir productvity wasbetterthananybody.l said,ii H ocanthat

b e Pl@said,ii B e c theyareextremelywell educatecaindtheyareforthcomingwith
ideas.Sodownonthefactoryfloor somebodysays,well, why do we moveto our right to
getthatgizmowhenwe could havehadit donetheotherw a y Andt h aatcléssicway
to lift productivity.

It wasin manywaystypical of the Dutch;very highly educatedyery outspokenThey
wereneverafraidto tell youif theythoughtyouwerewrong or if theythoughtthe
machire wasputthewrongway -- theywould tell you. A lot of thatalsocamethroughin
their fighting forces,that samefiwe know how to getthis job donewell -- we could
maybeevendoit alittle bettero

Q: Wasthe cruisemissilesituationresolvedby thetimeyouleft or wasit still ticking?

BREMER:No, it wasresolvedlIn thespringof 1986we finally gotto a pointwherethe
primeminister,who hadbeenreluctantmostof thetime to do it, believedthathe hadthe
votesin parliamento getthe formal parliamentaryapprovalfor the cruisemissiles.Sohe
putit to the parliamentTherewasaverylong, almostall night sessionof parliamentl
decidedt would notbeappropriatdor meto showup in parliamentor sucha politically
sensitivevote ThePrime Minister hadto be ableto makehis casewithout obvious
Americanpressurel sentthe Mike Habib,the political counselomandaskedhim to call
me.We hada pre-positionedtelegramreadyto go atthe enbassy.Thedebateventon
until 2:300r 3 in themorningandtheypassedt, andwe senta messagéackto
Washington.

Q: Wereyoutherewhenthis massdemonstratioror wasthat beforeyougotthere?How
did youhandleit?

BREMER: As mentionedthe big demonstrationthelargestin Europearhistoryup to
thatpoint, took placea monthafter| arrivedin 1983.My securitydetailsaidtheyd i d n 6 t
wantmeattheembassyhatdaybecauseheyd i dkmawif it mightturnviolent Sol
stayedattheresidenceWe hadstaff atthe embassyhatday. Soit waspretty gentrified.

We reducedhe Embassyprofile in orderthatwe not havea lot of peoplecomingand

going | stayedregulartelephonecontactwith the DCM, Art Hugheswho wasatthe
embassyWe justwatchedt go by. But Francieleft theresidenceon a bicycleandrode
downto checkoutthe demonstrationShecamebackandsaidthe crowd wasfull of
families,with womenpushingbabycarriagesTherewasno violence.

Q: Whatdo demonstrationslo for foreignpolicy? Weare alwayshavingthesethingsand
everybodyparticipates.Any effector not?
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BREMER: think this oneprobablyencouragedhe opponent®f NATO becauseét

w a s jushagainsthe cruisemissilesandparticularlyin the Netherlandsit wasavery
big showof force. It waswell organizedwell disciplinedandhadhadthe effectof
emboldeninghe peacanovemenin the Netherlandsvhich gotalot of bumpout of it;
theyhelpedorganizeit. Obviously,the demonstratiomgot a hugeamountof pressnot
only in theNetherland$ut throughoutEurope.This demonstrationvasunlike the
weeklyviolentdemonstrationaboutNicaraguawhich 1 d o rthink hadmucheffectat
all. But | think thesebig peacedemonstrationkelpedto shapethe political environment.
We were,afterall, trying to do the sarre thing. We weretrying to shapethe political
environmenthroughour constanemphasi®n U.S-Dutchrelations the Dutch
responsibilitiedo NATO, N A T Odbrmmitmento the Netherlands.

At onepoint Art Hughesandl weretalkingto a Dutch politician over oneof thesesmall
luncheonsat our houseandthe guestexpressedone doubtthatthe United Stateswvould
really cometo the defenseof Europe.Thatwasalwaysanothemproblem;would we really
in factdefendEuropeHow canwe besurep heaskedfi t Mmdricanswerewilling to
defendE u r o Arer@pbedfiGo visit theair forcebaseatS o e s t ewhbreve ltpoF;
15squadronfi y avill seeoverabillion dollarsand3,000Americanlives which area
clearmarkerof ourintentionto defendthe Netherlam s It veasavery goodremarkthat
shutthe guy up fast. Therewasalwaysthe question evenamongthe peoplewho wanted
to deploycruisemissiles,aboutwhetherwe would bewilling to usethem.Soyou hada
separatesideof theargumentyou hadto make.We arepreparedo defendthe
Netherland$ut you Dutch havegotto be preparedo carryyour responsibilities.

Q: Bythis pointwastheremuchsympathyfor the Sovietsyouknow,seeingthe future?

BREMER:No, not much Therewasalittle bit onthefar left. But it wasmorethatthere
wasafair amountof ant-Americanism PresidenReagarwasmuchderidedin the
Europearpressasanuneducated@¢owboy.l was thereduringthe 1984election-- Reagan
versusMondale.Thepollsterswerevery activein the Netherlandsindthe polls before
theelectionshowedhatif the Dutchhadbeenaskedo vote,theywould havevoted92%
for Mondaleand6% for Reagarand2% undecidedSomeof thatwasant-American,
mostof it anttReaganBut | d o rthink it would berightto assumehattherewasmuch
attraction,excepton thefar left, for the Sovies. The Dutchhavebeenfreefor averylong
time -- for centuriesTheyhad beenunderGermanoccupatiorandsohadanactive
memoryof how intolerableit wasto live underanauthoritariangovernmentLike the
Norwegianstheyhadmadethe mistakein the First World War, assuminghatneutrality
would protectthem;andlike the Norwegianshadfoundin the SecondWorld Warr,
neutralityw a s enbéuigh.So, like the NorwegianstheyjoinedNATO afterthe Second
World War. Partof theargumeniwasjust a sensehattheallianceandparticularly
Americawasoverreactingo the RussianSS20 deploymentsSomeof themthoughtthat
theSS20sd i dexigt;someof themthoughttherewerefewerthantherewere;someof
themthoughttheyw e r eaally & threat;someof themthoughtthattheywereathreat
butthatAmerica,in fact, would not defendNATO or the Netherlandsvhenthe chips



weredown.Sotherewasa panoplyof argumentsl d o rthink the Sovietshadmuch
attraction.

Q: Werethereprettygoodreportscomingbackaboutthe SovietUnion andlife there?
BREMER:No. It wasnotafactor.

Q: How aboutlife in the United Statesracial problems?YoumentionedReagarnwas
unpopula. Particularly this wasthefirst termof Reagansort of feelinghis way. Later |
assumat probablychangedsomewhabecausevell, the situationchanged.

Weretherenewsdocumentariesf povertyin the United Statesandtheracial situation?

BREMER:Y es,therewasallot of that, particularlyon television.We exportalot of
negativecultureourselvedrom televisionandmoviesandthereis nothingwe cando
aboutthat. We tried in wayswe could,usingthe |V program, Fulbrightandotherthings
to try to exposepeopleto the bettersidesof the United Statesl havealwaysargued) did
in Norway,thatthe United Statessellsitself. Let the IV visitorsgo for threeweeks |et
themdecidewhattheywantto seeandlet themgo seewhatevertheywant.

Q: Wasthis sort of thedesignateglacewherethe Dutchstudentsvouldgoforma st er 0 s
degreer not?

BREMER: Not asmuchaswe would havehopedbecausé¢he Dutchsystemdid not
recognizeAmericanadvancedlegreesSoif you hadalaw degregrom the United
Statesyouc o u | pdantidetaw in the Netherlandsvithout thengettinga Dutchlaw
degreesamewith otherprofessionsBecauséhereis alargeDutch American
community,alot of Dutch peoplevisitedthe United StatesTherewerequite afew
studensg goingbothdirections We tried to do morebutherew a s asthiichasyou
would hope.

Q: Ontheeconomicside,his mainproblemwasKLM landingrights. Did that comeup or
not?

BREMER:No, theseweredaysbeforewe got to the openskiesdiscussions.

On generalkeconomiamattersthe Dutchwerethe easiesplaceto do thatkind of business
with. Forexamplepy thetime | gottherewe hadhadfor decade®\mericanDepartment
of Agriculture peopledoinginspection®f plantsunderAmericanlaw, in Dutchterritory,
for theexportof flowers Theywerepre-inspectedn the Netherlandswhichin effect
wasanassertiorof Americanlaw insidethe Netherlandsto enablethemto exporttheir
flowersto the United Stateswhich theydid andstill do. During ourtime in theHague,
theNetherlandsvaseitherthefirst or secondcountryi the British might havebeenfirst,

to agreeagreedasterrorismpickedup to havepreinspectionby Americancustomsand
immigrationpeoplefor peopletakingflights from the Netherlamlsto the United Stateson
Americancarriers.| think atthattime we hadTWA, 1 d o mémembervhetherthere
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wereothers.ThetravelerswentthroughAmericanimmigrationin aforeigncountry You
hadAmericanimmigrationofficersin Americanuniformsbascally clearingp e o p | e 6 s
passportandvisasbeforetheygotonto Americancarriers.

Thereweresomedifficult issuesTheDutchhada muchmoreliberal attitudetowards
drugsandpornographythanthe United Statesdid or doesandthoseweredifficult issues
which oftenbecamerery contentiouswith the Dutchgovernment.

But onthetradeissuesthe Dutchwerevery open.

Q: L e ttafk aboutdrugs.Youhad Amsterdamdid youfind, wasthe care andfeedingof
Americanghere,protectionor gettingout of trouble over Americans?

BREMER: Yes,the consulaten Amsterdamhadits handsfull. Partof the problemwas
thatveryfew peopleevergotputin jail for usingdrugs.Thedruglawswerelax andat
leastin termsof hashishandmarijuanaessentiallynot enforced.

While | wasthereit becameobviousthatthe Dutchwerebeginningto havea harddrug
problem,mostof it heroincomingout of Afghanistanand the GoldenTrianglein Burma.
Thetradetook advantagef thefactthe Dutchairport, Schiphol,wasoneof the major
transitpointsfor thattraffic andthe Dutchbeganto arrestpeoplethere.The Dutchdid
nottakekindly to harddrugs;theywerecertainlyvery soft on marijuanaandhashish.
Oneof our constanpointsof friction wasthe argumenty Americanofficials thatif you
weresoft on soft drugs,eventuallythe soft drugswerea pathfor peopleto usehard
drugs.Thescienceonthisis ambivalentut, in anycasethatwasour argument.
Certainlythe Dutchdid notlike thefact of harddrugs.

As youwould expectfrom time to time Americansraninto troublewith drugs,andhigh
on eitherdrugsor alcohol,somewoundup breakingup bars.We hada Marine breakup a
baroncein the night somewhereandl hadhim shippedoutthe nextday.

Q: Whataboutrelations betweerthe Dutchandthe Germansat thattime?Did weplay, |
meanhereare two of our allies andtheyobviouslytheyw e r eomtliegreatesiof terms.

BREMER: The Dutchhadanevenmorevivid memoryof Germanoccupatiorthanl had
foundamongthe Norwegiansventhoughour stayin the Netherlandsvastenyears
furtherfrom thewar andthe occupation.

Q: Asyoumentionedn Norway,l w o nséytbenevolentjt neveris butl meanitwa s n 0 t
of thesamenature.

BREMER: Exceptfor afew Norwegiancitiesin April of 1940andin Narvik abit later,
therew a s muchmilitary actioninvolvedin the occupatiorof Norway.On the other
hand,the GermandasicallydestroyedRotterdamandoverranthe whole countryin the
Netherlandsandthentheysatvery hardonthe Dutchpeople.



The GermangovernmenhadanextraordinarilyableambassadoQtto von der Gablentz,
-- acareerGermandiplomatwho cameaboutthe sametime | did. He wasalittle bit older
thanl wasbut still fairly young,learnedandspokevery good Dutch,hadawarmand
outgoingpersonalityhandledhimselfverywell. He did not carrya high profile, which |
think wasappropriatebut he got aroundandtalkedto lots of people Otto wasfrom the
SocialDemocratidParty,sohehadsomeappealo theleft in the NetherlandsHe
supportedhe deploymenof Cruisemissiles,ashis governmentlid. His wasa very good
facefor Germanyandhe handledhis postvery well.

South of the Rhinein the Netherlandss the areawherethe largestbattlesof liberation
took place.Theliberationof the southstartedn early Septembeof 1944andthen
OperationMarketGarderwhichin theendfailed, A Bridge Too Far, whichtook placea
few weekslaterwith thealliesfighting all theway up to Nijmegen.This areaof the
Netherlandsvasreally foughtoverprettyhard.It wasthe only areaof the Netherlands
wherel remembebeingwelcomedasthe Americanambassadowith crowdswaving
flags. It is themostCatholicpartof the NetherlandsSoit is amoreconservativarea.

Q: Werethe Dutchwhenyouwould meetthemtalking abouttoo manyGermantourists?
Wasthis sort of a themethatran along?

BREMER:No, notsomuch.Therewerestill sensitivitiesaboutthe Germansgertainly.

Q: How aboutin Belgium?Youhadthe Walloonswhich| amtold is basicallyFlemish.
Did that overlap?Wasthat strictly confinedto Belgiumor did the Dutch play anyrole?

BREMER:No, theyd i dptaganyrole.l t réally moreof adialect.The Dutchspoken
in the Netherlandss slightly differentthanthe Dutchor the Flemishspokenin Belgium
andthereareregionalaccentsnsidethe Netherlandsaswell. By theway, Frisianis still
spokenin the northernislandsallittle bit.

Overallthe Belgiansdid notinvolve themselvesnuchin DutchmattersTheonly
connectiorwasthetax regime.The personaincometax regimewassuchthatif you
lived in Belgiumandcommutedo the Netherlandsyou endedup payinglesstax. So
somebusinessmewho workedin the Netherlandsouthof the Rhinetendel to live in
Belgiumandthencomeacrosgheborderto their work place.

Q: Did theFrenchplay muchof arole?

BREMER:No, althoughas| mentionedMitterrandgavean extremelyimportantspeech
onthecruisemissileswhenhe cameon avisit. The FrenchandAmericanembassiesere
sideby side.And | sawthe Frenchambassadarften.| establishec traditionof the
French,German British andAmericanambassadonsavinglunchoncea monthto
discusghe cruisemissilesto try to find outwhateachof usknewaboutwhatwasgoing
on. TheFrench althoughtheywerenotin the NATO military partof NATO and
althoughtheywereobviouslynota deployingcountry,nonethelesssupportedhe
deploymenbf themissiles.
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Q: Why?

BREMER:I think Mitterrandundersbodthethreatof the SovietUnion. Despitehaving
hadcommunistsympathiesvhenhewasyoung-- or perhapsecaus®f that--
Mitterrandwasareal Gaullist; hetook avery hardheadediew of Europeandd i dwait t
the SovietUnion to gainstrength.

Q: Did youfind yourselfengagedn a lot of discussiorirying to dealwith the Sandinistas
in NicaraguaandEl Salvador?

BREMER:To meit waslargelyadistraction.As | said,l agreedwith Bill Dyess;
Afghanistans too far away,Polandis too close,Nicaraguais justright. If you arealeft
wing Dutchmanthatjust coverseverything.

We did havetheregulardemonstrationbutl d i dspehda lot of time onit. We had
speakergomefrom time to time andtheywould go aroundandtalk aboutit with no
evidencesuccess.

Q: Howdid youfind the socialistsWerethesesort of really committedo socialismor
wasthisjusta left wing party?

BREMER:I would think it wasmoreof aleft wing party. The Netherlandgshenhadand
hadhadfor alongtime a prettyadive privatesector.Therereally werevery few
companesin the Netherland®wnedby the governmentSoit wasnot socialistin the
classicFrenchsenseof theword whereyou nationalizebig sectorsof theeconomy.

| haveavivid impressiorof thefirst luncheonl wentto after| gotto the Netherlands
Maybetendaysafter| presentedany credentials| wasinvited to alunchby animportant
Dutchbusines®rganizatiorin Amsterdaml wassurprisedo find the primeministerand
threecabinetmembersat this lunch. It saidto me, fithesepeopletakebusinesseriouslyo
It wasalunchfor businessment w a s abdéutpolitics. It wasaboutfi h owe promote

b u s i nlguesd Wasinvited becaus¢heorganizerdigured,correctly,thatUS-Dutch
commerciakelationswereimportantto both countries. The governmenministerswere
notfrom the LaborParty, butit showeda certainbusines®rientationthatgoesthrough
Dutchsociety.The LaborPartywasnot aboutto go outanddo somethingash.As in
Norway, the Dutchhad aresponsibldabormovementnotlike theradicalizednovement
in France.

Q: Whatwastherole of theroyal family?

BREMER: Theroyal family hasenormousespecin thecountry. Theyhavehadnow
threesuccessivegiueendor a periodof overahundredyears.Thepresenty u e enotbes,
Wilhelmina,fled the countryatthe Germaninvasionandlived in exile in England.She
sentmostof herfamily to Canadaluringthewar andjust asKing Haakonhaddonefor
the Norwegiansthe Queernrallied the Netherlandgo theresistanceo the GermansShe
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returnedas a genuineheroineat the endof the war. Her daughterBeatrix, the curent
gueenwaseducatedtthe FreeUniversity. Shegraduatedn 1964andmarrieda German
diplomat,Klausvon Amsbergwho hada successfutliplomaticcareerhadservedn
Africa. Oncehemarriedher,hebecamdike aJapanese mp e rwier He badto give
up his diplomaticcareerandalmostliterally follow threestepsbehindher,which |
suspecbecamea considerablg@sydologicalstrainfor him asthe yearswentby.

Beatrixsucceedetb thethronesomeyearsbeforel becameambassadoin the Dutch
tradition,theq u e eauttipstyis limited on paperbut morerealbehindthe scenesAll
conversationsvith the queenareconsideredrivilegedand,therefore conversationare
notto betalkedaboutin public.

Shehadgraduatedat atime of considerabléeftist agitationin Dutchuniversitiesin the

0 6 (Hergenerabpolitical inclinationwasclearlyto theleft thoughnatually shed i d n 6 t
speakpublicly aboutpolitical matterdike cruisemissiles.| nevertalkedto herabout
cruisemissiles.| would oftentalk to herabouttheimportanceof the U.S. relationshipand
thealliance But from whatl heardfrom otherpeopleho knewherwell, the Queenwas,
ataminimum, skepticalaboutthe cruisemissileissuewhich gaveanadditional

dimensiorto our problem.

It becamerery clearwhenwe hadavisit onedayfrom Jesselackson.
Q: H e @awell-knownAfrican Americanpolitician.

BREMER: Jacksoratthetime held no electedoffice but wasclearlyandoutspokenly
againsthe cruisemissileplan He wason atrip throughEuropeto majorNATO
countriesHe hadbeenin Londonthe daybeforehewasto visit the NetherlandsThat
morning InternationaHerald Tribunehada pictureof him onits front pagestandingwith
the Americanambassaddado Britain anddenouncinghe entireproposako deploycruise
missiles,denouncindRk e a g admidistration] couldnotimaginethatthe American
Ambassadowaspleasedandl certainlydid notlook forwardto the sametreatment.

| wasscheduledo meetJacksorattheairportwhenheflew into the Netherlandgater
thatmorning.l saidto our public affairs officer thatl wasnot goingto allow mysédf to
havemy picturetakenandput on thefront page splashedn thefront pagesof Dutch
paperswith Jacksorwho wasdenouncingruisemissilesanddenouncinghe
administrationSowe hadto figure awayto not havethe pressaroundwhenl metwith
him. We arrangedor theVIP roomattheairport.| happenedo haveanothemeeting
thatmorningin Amsterdamwhich wasthe reasonwe gavefor my notgoingoutand
greetinghim atthegate.

SoJacksorcameinto the VIP room.We hadno camerasandno press. briefedhim on
the sensitivityof the cruisemissileissue becauséewasgoingto call onthequeen|
remindedhim thatall the conversationsvith thequeenwere.l encouragedhim to say
whateverh wantedto in themeeting butto remembeby long-standingDutch protocol,
all conversationsvith Her Majestyareoff therecord.Oh, yes,heunderstoodhat. Sohe
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andhis partywentoff. No onefrom the Embassyaccompaniediim on anyof his
meetngsandby late afternoonhe hadalreadyleft the countryfor avisit to Germanyln
late afternoomawire serviceranastorybasedn a statemenhehadreleasedo the press
after his meetingwith the queen- andafterheleft the Netherlands- sayingin his
meetingwith the queenshehadexpressedtheroppositon to thedeploymenbf cruise
missiles.

You canimaginewhathit the fan. The Chamberlairof theroyal courtcalledme saying,
A T higostrageousd o ny@utAmericansunderstandhatconversationsvith Her
Majestyarep r i v i |l aaltedoda iy diplomaticexperienceandgroveled.Our PAO
gotholdofJ a c k staffguy s Frankfurtandtold themtheyhadto publicly clearup
themesghattheyhadleft behind.l think in theendJ a ¢ k spokegmsr- notJackson
-- putout awishy-washyapology trying to coverit up by sayingthath e begn
misunderstoo@r somesuchpolitical dodge.

It waspainful becausé suspectt wasthetruth; | neveraskedout| suspecsheprobably
did tell JacksorsheopposedieploymentCertainlyit wasoutthereon the recordwhich
wasa problembecausshewasextremelypopular.

Q: Whywouldhegetto seeher?

BREMER:I d o rkidotv. He organizedhe meetingthroughthe Dutchembassyn
Washingtonl d o rkidow whattheytold the Palace Someonesaidsheshouldseehim
andsheprobablywantedto seehim. Anyway, it wasnot a happycircumstancelt caused
lots of problems] wasvery disappointedn his behavior

Q: 1 d o rkiotvbutl havewatchedpicturesof JesselacksonHe hasthelongestneckl
haveeverseernwhich in anypicturesseemgo comeup out. He obviouslyis somebody
wholikesthe pressandwantshis picturetaken.

BREMER:T h athewayit happenedit wasnotacomfortablesituationfor usbecause
it allowedpeoplewho weredoubtfulaboutthe cruisemissilesor opposedt to invokethe
g u e enanteis their privatediscussionsl meanthatwhile peopled i dgo @utandtalk
abouttheQ u e eallefyesloppositionto deploymentjt clearlyplayedarole. Shewasan
important,influential andwell informedmonarch Her usualmainpolitical role comes
afteranelectionwhenshegetsto choosehe personwho triesto puttogetherthe next
governmentShehasalot morelatitudethanthe Queenof Englandhasin those
circumstancesSosheis a substantiafigure, politically.

Q: Beforewemoveon, is thereanythingelse?
BREMER: Therearea coupleof thingsl think areworth mentioning.
During ourtime in The NetherlandsAmericawitnessedhe growth of terrorism,the

bombingof the Marine barracksandthe embassyin Beirutin late 1983,followed by the
bombingof the Berlin discoin 1985andalot moreattentionbeingpaidby the State

113



Departmento security.The secretaryf statesenta messageo all ambassadorafterthe
bombingof theembassyn Beirut. | hold you, the ambassadopersonallyresponsibldor
the securityof your employeesandthe EmbassyYou mustdo everythingyou can.

We did anassessmermf ourembassyn The Hagueandfoundthatwe werevulnerableto
apossibletruck bombcomingdowna sidestreetthatcould plow into theembassySol
wentto the mayoraskedhim to helpusby eitherblockingthatsidestreetor giving us
someprotectionagainstattackall aroundthe perimeterHe said,ii O I t gdisgto be
veryhardandi t godisgtotakealongtimetogetthep| anper mmbssi on. 0

| wentbackto theembassyndaskedhe postsecurityofficer to locatesomeof thosebig
dumpsterspreferablyunsightlyandrustyandput them on all sidesof theembassyWe
wereon avery beautifulstreetin The Hague ,LangeVoorhout,notfar from oneof
palacesavery pretty partof town. Out go these40 foot long dumpsters.

Q: Youmightexplainwhata dumpstels.

BREMER:I t abig containerfor garbage40 feetlong, 8 feettall. He found somegood
rustyonessowe putthemout. Needlesgo say,the mayorcalledmea coupleof days
laterandsaid,ii Wh thehell is goingon overthere?Peoplearecomplainingthatit looks
awfulo | said,i We Yol know,yousayyouw o u | pratettis.| amregonsiblefor
protectingthis propertywhich is Americangovernmenproperty.l amgoingto protect
it. o

Theresultingnegotiationwasratherquickly over. The city councilsomehowcutthrough
all theirredtapeandwe very soonwereableto install someverylargebollards,large
containerdor flowersandplantedthemwith flowers. It wascertainlymuchmore
attractivethandumpsters.

Nextto theembassywasarestauranandaspartof this effort at enhancedecurity,we
woundup blockingaroadthatwent right in front of theembassyut alsoright in front of
therestaurantThe ownerwasunderstandablynhappybecausde worriedthathis
customergarswould haveparkacrosshe street He cameoveronedayandcomplained.
aboutit. | said,ii We lodk atit thisway. You cannow sayyou arethe safestrestaurant
intheNet h er HesaiddisNed h aahidea,maybel cangetsomebusinesshat
way. We endedasgoodfriendsandneighbors.

As aresultof theterroristattackon the Embassyn Beirut the secretaryf stateappointed
RearAdmiral Bobbylnmanto do a studyof embassysecurity.His commissiorcameup
with a seriesof recommendationaboutthe mandatoryoffsetfor embassiesAs | recallit
was100feetin everydirection.The Commissim recommendethatwheresuchanoffset
couldnotbe providedto anexistingEmbassyocation,a newoneshouldbe found.Our
Embassyvas,asweresomanyin Europethen,right in themiddle of the capitalcity.

| askedour Admin officer wherein The Haguwe we couldfind alocationfor anembassy
with 100feetof offseton all sides.We finally got aerialphotograph®f the Hague He
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cameup to my office onedayandlaid out these photograpbk andsaid,ii foundtheplace.

| trighd h e r He paintedandtherewasabig greenareaHe said,ii T h e onlg ans
pr obll st Wh athep s o b | Hesaitl,6 | thégsu e eprad saltovastypical
of the problemwe facedtrying to carryoutthe InmancommissionThatissuewasnot
resolvedduringmy time there.

We talkedearlieraboutdrugsandits effect. Oneof the effectsof thedrugtrafficking was
to greatlyincreasdhe non Dutchpopulationin Dutchprisons. Evenasearlyas1984,6 8
morethan50% of the prisonergn the Netherlandsverenot Dutch they werefrom
outsidethe Netherlandbecauseheywerebeingpickedup, largelyfor drugtrafficking,
someof it from North Africa, alot of it from the Middle EastandAsia. The Netherlands
is avery opencountry.lt hasbeenopenhistoricallyto pegle comingfrom other
countriesBut it wasclearthatsooneror latertheywould haveto addresshis questionof
open borders.Therewasreally no effectivebordercontrolbetweerthe Netherlandsand
Belgiumandverylittle betweerthe NetherlandsandGermany

TheDutch puttheir headin the sandaboutthatfor alongtime. It eventuallyhasbecome
moreof anissuein the Netherlands.

| remembewisiting a Dutchjail at onepointbecausé wantedto seewhatit waslike.
The RegionalSecurityOfficer, France andl visitedthe biggestonewhich wasin
AmsterdamAs we wentthroughthe gatestheydisarmedmy securityguardswho were
Dutchpolicemen Franciepointedoutit meantl wasin the mostdangerougplacel could
bein with no security.The Dutch prisors wereprettycomfortable All the prisonersvere
in singlerooms;eachonehadbathroomandatelevisionset.l supposg thesedaysthey
haveinternet It wasa pretty comfortableplace.l wastold by the guardthatoneprisoner
hadescaped coupleof weeks beforeon aFridaynight.H e @ahehometo visit his wife
andthencomebackon Mondayto reporthimself. Thereis no penaltyfor escapingsoit

d i dexténdhisjail term. Thewholething struckmeasalittle bit lenient.

Q: Wereweat all lookingat theimmigrantpopulation,particularly concernedvith
militant Islam.Wasthat at all a factor?

BREMER:No. We wereconcernedboutterrorism.The British ambassadqgust beforel
gottherehadbeenassassinateoly the IRA at his residencgust downthe streetfrom
ours We hadintelligencesuggestinghe Libyansweremovingaroundandcasingplaces
includingourresidenceatonepoint Libya atthattime wasvery activelyinvolvedin
terrorism.We hada numberor threatsagainstme. Onetime somebodyoundout abouta
flight Francieandl werescheduledo taketo Genevaandphonedheairline that
morningthattherewasabombontheflight. Theyd i dfimdatbombbut theflight hadto
becanceledAt onepointtheforeignministercalledmein to tell mehehadlookedatthe
expensef my securitydetail which wasprovidedby Dutchpolice.He hadconcludedt
wastoo expensiveandproposedo provideno protectionon weekendsvhentheyhadto
payovertime,l saidto him, i H e rthee@rablem.l goto church,thesamechurchatthe
sametime andthe sameplaceeverySundayAre youtelling methatl ¢ a mg@td church
a n y moWeképtihesecuritydetail.
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Q: Speakingf terrorismandall, howdid the bombingof the caféin Berlin andthe
bombingin Libya, howdid that play there?

BREMER: It wasquitedramaticbecause¢he deputysecretaryJohnWhiteheadwas
askedby the presidento travelaroundEurope.l think the bombingwasin Januaryor
Februaryof 1986.Whiteheadcamein Februaryor Marchandhadmeetingswith thetop

Dutch, the foreignminister,the prime minister,at which hetold them,in effect,fi L 0 o k ,

we wantNATO to puttogethersomekind of sanctionsomepolitical/economiaesponse
totheLibyana t t d.i&kekmosiof the Europeansthe Dutchsaid,ii N o Thé&ywere
whining andlooking atthefloor andWhitehead) remembewerydistinctly, said,fi Y o u

mustunderstandhatwe havejust aboutexhausteall peacefuimeansof respam d i Hg .

usedthesamephrasefi apeacefuime a nl sadiced in thereportingcablesfrom the
otherNATO capitals.Sothe Europearallieswereon noticethatunlessheydid
somethingsomethingvasgoingto happerandit w a s goingtobeii pe ac e f u |

Thedayof ourbombingin Libya AmbassadoBob Oakley,who at thattime wasrunning
the counterterrorisnoffice in the StateDepartmentyason anofficial visit to the
Netherlandsl hadaluncheonfor Bob andthe foreignminister,HansvandenBroekat
theresidenceBY coincidenceghe Dutchwerein the presidencyf the European
Communitythosesix months,sovandenBroekwasnot only foreignministerof the
Netherlandshewasthetop foreignpolicy guyin the EuropearCommunity.Sincethe
Whiteheadour aroundtheallies,Van denBroek hadbeenstrugglingto get the European
Communityto respondo this clearwarningthatWhiteheachadmade.

Well, thatwasthe daywe bombedLibya. While we wereat lunch,the Embassydelivered
amessagéo Oakleytelling him aboutthe bombing He told methatthe cableannounced
we hadbombedandaskedi Wh @otved o arall said,i Waaveto tell vandenBroek
righta w a yrentembethescendn theliving roomattheresidenceWetold vanden
Broek.Van denBroekwentpalebecauséefelt it pulledthe plankout from underthe
effortshewasstill makingwith the EuropearCommunityto havethemdo somethingl
remindedhe foreignministerthathe hadbeenclearlywarnedby Whiteheacdhotlong
before.l gottheclearimpressiorthatVan denBroekwasnot comfortedto beremindel.

Thatbombingwasin April in 6 8addwe werecomingsoonto thevote on thecruise
missilevotein parliamentwhich wasscheduledor in May. Sothebombingwasvery
diceyfor usbecausé putourleadmanonthemissiles,HansvandenBroek in an
extremelydifficult andembarrassingosition.The public reactionin the Netherlandsvas
very strongagainsthe bombingraid in Libya. We gotthroughit butit wasverytough |
supportedheoperationl wasonly sorrywed i dget&@adhafi.

Q: TheEuropeanCommunityat thattime,| amtold the Americanambassadohasto
work extrahard whenthe presidencyof the communityfalls to his countrybecausall of
a suddenyouhaveanin with whatis happeningn the EuropeanCommunity How did
thiswork?
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BREMER: Well, yes,t h atrueathoughit waslessof adramaticchangen the
Netherlandgor reasong talkedaboutearlierbecaus¢he Dutchwerealwaysan open
window for usinto theC o mmu n thitkipgd Exceptfor the British, the Dutchthe most
openaboutwhatwasgoingon, telling uswhatwasgoingon andthe mostopento receive
ourideasabouthow our interestscould be lookedafterin the EuropearCommunity.So
yes it wasextraworkloadfor us.Butit w a s asdramaticallydifferentasit might have
beenin anothercountry.It simply emphasizeavhatwasalreadytherewhich wasvery
closeworking relatiors with the Dutch.

Q: Wereweconcernedt that time aboutthe EuropeanCommunitybecominga rival?
Thishasalwaysbeensort of our real policy for sincethetime of the endof World War 1.
In away, it wasthe culminationbut maybewastherethefeelingyoumightgetwhatyou
wishedfor?

BREMER:I d o mé@nembethatbeinganissuein thed 8 Again,onehasto remember
the strategiccontextof Americanforeignpolicy at thattime wasto counterandcontain
the SovietUnion. A unitedEuropewasa veryimportantpart, geopolitically, of that
strategy A unitedEuropemeant first of all, aunitedNATO whichis why thecruise
missilewassoimportant. It certainlywasunderstoodhata strongeconomicEurope,
which couldor couldnot be united,wasmorelikely to be strongif it wasunited.Thatfit
in thegrandstrategyof the United States! d o rrémembethis beingaproblem,
certainlynot by thetime | left the StateDepartmentn thelateé 8 0 s .

Q: Howdid youfind the handof Washingtoron whatyouweredoing?

BREMER: It wasinterestingA lot of peoplewerealreadysayingthattherole of the
Americanembassiebasbeengreatlydiminishedby vibrantmoderncommunication-
peopletalking to otherofficials onthetelephonethe secretaryof statecanjust pick up
thephoneandshetalksto soandso.Yes,t h atruebst we weredealingwith avery
sensitiveandimportantissuein the cruisemissiles.Sol felt thatif our Embassycould be
betterinformedthananyonein Washingtorandif our analysisvasthe bestquality, then
by ourreportingwe couldshapéWVa s h i n appraacto theissue.Thatcouldmake
ourembassyn TheHagueavital arbitratorin U.S. Dutchrelationson this issue.Sowe
setoutto beandl think we woundup beingthe bestinformedembassyn the
Netherlandgertainlyandoneof the bestin Europein termsof whatwasgoingon.| had
agoodrelationshipwith the secetaryof statebecausé hadworkedfor him but| never
oncetalkedto him directly while | wastherethatl rememberexceptwhenl wentback
on consultationsWe basicallyplayedit by thebook.We werewell enoughinformedthat
we couldshapehedebae in WashingtorthoughtherewereoccasionsvhenWashington
triedto getaroundus.| 6glvé youanexample.

At my first staff meetingd establishedsa rule thatthatanytimesomevisiting US
official cameandwantedto call on a ministeror deputyministertheymustbe
accompaniedby eitherthe Ambassadoor the DCM. The purposewnasto besurethatwe
attheEmbassywerekeptfully informedaboutwhatvisitorsweresaying,especiallyif it
concernedhecruisemissileissue.



Maybethreeweekslaterthe defenseattachécamewith arequesfor ficountryclearance
for RichardPerle,assistansecretaryof defensdor internationakecurityaffairs. In those
daysanygovernmenbfficial who camehadto getthe approvalof theembassyefore
theycameon official businessl knewfrom my Washingtortime Perlewaslockedin a
battlewith AssistantSecretarBurt atthe StateDepartmenbveralot of issuesand,in
particular,on howto approactthe European®n the cruisemissileissue.SoPerlewanted
to come,without a StateDepartmenbfficial, to talk to the Dutch DefenseMinister.

Q: Burt representedhe extremeright wing.

BREMER: Perledid, not Burt. My analysiswasthe Perlewould likely follow the pathof
my predecessarhich wasto bashthe Dutchuntil theyagreedo takethe cruisemissile.
Anyway, hewasaskingfor countryclearanceo comehavea meetingwith the defense
minister,who, aswe havediscusse@lready wasthe mostsensitivememberof the
cabinet The ministerwason theleft wing of the ChristianDemocraticPartythatwe
neededo bringon board;hewasanice manwith softviews.But hewasreallythekey. |
told thedefenseattachéfi Y ocansendbackamessagsayinghehasclearancéutthe
AssistantSecretarynustunderstand or my deputywill accompanyim on his meeting
with thedefensemi ni st er . 0

Aboutthenextday, | gotacall from theactingsecretaryf statewho told methat
Secretaryf DefenséNeinbergehadjust called,raisedhell andtold him thatl had
refusedo let RichardPerlecomein andseethe defensaminister.| told the acting
secretaryhatwasincorrect.Whatl hadsaidwasthatif Perlecame,underour standing
rules | or my deputywould accompanyim to any meetingwith the DefenseMinister.
As it hgppenedhedatePerlehadproposed| would notbein The NetherlandsTherefoe
my deputy,who would bethe Charge would accompanyim. The actingsecretarysaid
thatWeinbergemwashi r a ihslliandifpreateningo taketheissueto the Presidentl
replied, i We fink. If somebodyelsehasa differentrule, you cansendout him out here
asambassadot.d o méetithisjob.| 6ébednthenextplaneh o mé& h @ thedastwe
heardof thatvisit.

Q: Todayis December 1,2008.Jerry,w e 6nmoeingto the timewhenyoucameto bein
chargeof terrorism. Couldyouexplainwhenthat was?Y ouweredoingthat from whento
whenandwhatdid it consistof?

BREMER:| wasambassadaat largefor counterterrorisnirom Septembeof 1986until
February,1989 Thebackgroundf this newpositionwasthe bombingof the Marine
barracksn Beirutin 1983, which killed 143 Americans At thetime | wasambassaddo
the NetherlandsTheattacklet PresidenReagarto askVice PresidenBushto headan
interagencytaskforceto makerecommendationt® the Presidenbn how we should
betterorganizeAmericanpolicy to fight terrorism.This wasthe biggestterroristattackto
thattime anduntil the World TradeCenterattack.Vice PresidenBushissuedareportin
late® 8tla saidA me r iceouatérterrorisnpolicy wastoo fragmentedacrossvarious
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partsof thebureaucracylt needgo be centralizedandthereportrecommendethatthe
centralpointfor coordinatingour policy overseashouldbethe StateDepartment.
Recognizng thedifficulties of Statecoordinatinga majorissue,it recommendethe
establishmenof anexecutivelevel 2 position,whichis the equivalentof thedeputy
secretaryf state,anambassadaat largefor counterterrorism

Until thentherole of fighting terrorismhadbeenpushedaroundthe Departmento the
third or fourth level. A positionwasfirst setupin 1972,asa positiontuckedawayin the
office of theundersecretaryor managemensSincethenthe job hadbeensortof pushed
aroundin thebureaucracy.

B u s heéommendatiowasapprovedy the presidentLegislationwasnecessaryo
createan ExecutiveLevel positionat Stateandthis wasquickly passedy Congress.

| wasambassaddo the Netherlandst this time. Soonafterthelegislaton waspassed
beganto getqueriesfrom friendsin the StateDepartmenaboutwhetherl would come
backandbecomehe ambassadaat largeof counterterrorismMy view wasthatfirst |
neededo finish my job in the Netherlandsvhich wasto try to getthemto agreeto
approvethedeploymenof cruisemissiles As | lookedinto the historyof how
counterterrorisninadbeeneffectedin the StateDepartment foundthatthe counter
terrorismjob aspreviouslyhandledat statesuggestt wasa careerdeadend.l wasnot
anxiousto accept.

Thesefeelerskeptcomingandl| couldtell theywerecomingindirectly from Secretary
Shultz.He wasaskingpeopleto feel meoutandl keptsayingno. | felt | stronglyl should
finish thejob in the NetherlandsWhich meantstayinguntil the Dutch Parliamentad
votedon the cruisemissiles with the vote scheduledor thespringof 1986.

| thoughtl hadduckedthis particularbullet until late Novemberor earlyDecembeof
1985.But thenin mid Decembell gotarequesfromthes e c r edffieettoynéeshim
for breakfasin Brusselsvhenhecameoverfor theregularNATO ministerialmeeting.
Althoughnoreasonwasgivenfor the breakfast] knewthe gamewasup. | remember
sayingto Franciefi T h a tt Yooecansayno throughintermediariebutyouc a rsdyt
no to the secretaryof state So | wentdownfor the breakfaseandGeorgeShultzaskedme
to takethejob. | said,i O & He agreedwith my analysishat!| shouldstayuntil thevote
in the Dutchparliamentwastaken.Thenl shouldcomebackto Washingtorto takeon
this new job.

TheDutch parliamentvotedin favor of the cruisemissilesin May andl begarnthe
processf leavingandl left in August.

Q: Howdid Shultzviewthe job becausde hadinheritedthis positionsort of in the
cornerof his office somewhere?

BREMER:It w a s avénin his office. It waslocatedin the office of theundersecretary
for management



Q: It wastuckedawaybut he hasthelegislation.Washe on boardwith thelegislation
andhowdid he feelaboutit?

BREMER:Yes, hewasvery stronglyin favor of thelegislation.He felt stronglyabout
thefight againsterrorismasdid PresidenReaganThatmadeit mucheasiertthanif the
secretarypeenagainstt. He wasvery muchin favor of it.

In the springof 1986wasthe bombingof the Berlin discoby Libyan operativesThis was
yetanothercasewhereQadhafihadbeensponsoringerrorism.RemembeShultzmade
the public statemenat onepoint, | think aboutthattime,i Y o uhaditep a IHéwas
very stronglycommittedto the fight againsterrorismwhich wasa greatadvantagevhen
| took thejob.

Q: Soyoucamebackandtookit overwhen?

BREMER:| camebackin late Augustof 1986andreportedfor duty thefirst weekof
September.

Sincemy return,but beforemy confirmationhearings) hadmetShultzseveratimes He
wasvery clearaboutwhatthelegislationsaidandhow heviewedmy position.| wasnow
goingto reportdirectly to the secretaryf state. ThenewdesignatioowasSCT, i S 0
standingfor thes e ¢ r edffieer| waste reportdirectlyto him. | wasreplacingBob
Oakley,whowascalledii ¢ 0 o r dforrcauntentarrorism.To metheterm

i ¢ 0 o r dis meaningles® anexecutiveposition.| startedgettingbriefedin thefirst
weekof SeptemberOn Thursdayof thatfirst weeka TWA planewasa hijackedon the
groundin Karachi,Pakistan.

| gotacall from the operationsenterin the middle of the night, rushednto the State
Departmentyentup to the operationcentertaskforce areaandimmediatelybegan
settingup ataskforce Thebureaucraticsvereinterestingoecausdistoricallytaskforces
dealingwith terroristincidentshadbeenchairedby theregionalbureaus- whichin most
casesadbeenthe NearEastBureauin State.Thistime a deputyassistansecretaryrom
theNearEastBureaushowedup aboutanhourafter| hadbeentheregettingthetaskforce
organizedvonderingwhy hes h o u bethai@ngthetaskforcel told him thatthe
legislationandtheS e ¢ r e ihtentiopwereclear:asAmbassadoat Largefor Counter
Terrorism,| would chairthetaskforce. The executivesecretaryat thattime Mel

Levitsky, agreedSothatwasanimportart bureaucraticonfirmationof S h u | view 6 s
abouttherole of this newpostion.

This hijackingdid notendwell. It wasa Hezbollahoperation And theyweredemanding
thattheplanebeflown acrosghe Middle Eastto landin Algeria.

Forthefirst time we deployedwhatwasstill thenthe secretDeltaforce from Fort Bragg

to help takedownthe planeshouldthatbe necessaryThe embassyot an officer from
our consulaten Karachioutto theairporton anopenline backto theembassyn
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