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INTERVIEW
Q: Today is March 5. This is an interview with William Lenderking. L-E-N-D-E-R-K-I-N-
G?
3" "/:) 5# ?

Q: And this is being done on behalf of the Association for Diplomatic Studies and
Training and I am Charles Stuart Kennedy.

And you go by Bill?
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Q: Okay. Bill, let’s start at the beginning. When and where were you born?
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Q: Okay. Year of the dog.
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Q: Well, my wife was born in 1934.

Okay, well tell me something about, say on your father’s side. Where did the Lenderkings
come from?
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Q: Well let’s take up your father’s side; when did they come to the States and what were
they up to?
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Q: Well, starting with your paternal grandfather, what did he do for a living?
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Q: And your father?
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Q: Well, what do you recall while you were a young lad about your father’s paper cup
business?
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Q: On your mother’s side; you mentioned that they were an old England family, right?
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Q: What about your mother’s parents? What were they up to?
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Q: Did your mother go to university or no?
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Q: Well of course, this is the pattern of, I would say, most of the people I am interviewing
now. My parents did not go, my father had one semester. But they read a lot, and did a
lot more self educating than happens today.

Anyway, how did your mother and father meet?
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Q: Well, you were born in Baltimore but-
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Q: I mean Great Neck. Did you grow up in Great Neck?
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Q: Okay. What was Great Neck like?
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Q: I'was going to say, was this not where Great Gatsby was written?
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Q: Did you see the green light blinking there?
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Q: Let’s talk a bit about very early life. Did you have brothers, sisters?
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Q: What was life like for a kid growing up there? Did you get out and around?
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Q: How about at home? Was there much sort of interaction in the family, you know,
sitting around the dinner table at night and talking about things?
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Q: Where did your family fall politically?
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Q: What about religion?
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Q: How was elementary school?
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Q: Was there much of a Catholic community there?
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Q: Well then, how did you find the schooling? Were you much of a reader?
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Q: You said the high school was very lively, so how did you find it?
3" "/:) 5@ ¢ 1
! ? 1 - <2 K, - 1! %
! 4 &% ! | &
i1 0 4 ! i- - & - &
! - K 4 4
b - ! !
% % % ?
Q: Did you get involved in sports much?
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Q: How about other extracurricular activities? Singing, plays, clubs...
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Q: In reading, did you find any particular books either in elementary or high school level
that particularly impressed you or whatnot?
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Q: Tom Sawyer?
3" /) 51" i- ) % I M 9
? b)) % - ) ! b -
) ) - - ?
Q: Well then, in high school, and for social occasions, did the Jewish, Catholic,
Protestant kids mix?
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Q: Did you get involved in summer jobs or anything like that?
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Q: Did World War Il have much of an impact on you?
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Q: Did you follow it very much or were you too young?
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Q: Well you graduated from high school when?
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Q: Had your older sisters gone away to college?
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Q: When did she graduate, do you remember?
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Q: So were you pointed towards any place?
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Q: So you went to Dartmouth? You were there from when to when?
3" /) 5)) +,,.) 1 +, +,,?

Q: What was Dartmouth like when you went there?
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Q: Academically, what were you concentrating on?
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Q: At Dartmouth and also in high school, did foreign affairs intrude much on radar?
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Q. Were you taking a language?
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Q. How about outdoor sports? What sort of things were you involved in?
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Q: What were the dating habits at that time? Where did one go?
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Q: Where did you go?
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Q. Oh yes. Somewhat earlier when [ was in the class of "50 at Williams I had the same
problem. I headed to Smith, too...By the time you graduated were you pointed towards
anything or? You were getting out in ’55?
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Q: Let’s talk about where you took your officer’s training.

3" "/:) 5I N - # i
# i g

(L]

()
=
L]
L]
D

Q: What sort of a ship were you on?
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Q: And you spent most of your time in the Pacific then?
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Q: How was Japan? I guess you went to Korea too?
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Q: Well did that kindle anything in your outlook?
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Q: Did the Foreign Service cross your bow at all?
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Q: So you got out of the Navy in 1957, and then what?
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Q: How did you find that?
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Q: What does a copyboy do?
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Q: Did you have a chance to get around the City, doing at least preliminary work on
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Q: How long did this last?
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Q: Well now, did you know anything about the Foreign Service?
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Q: Well a little about your wife; what was her background?
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Q: The New York Times is a preeminent paper; what was it like for young people like
yourself? Did you feel like you were part of a team or were you peasants or what?
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Q: And so you took the F'S exam and passed it the first time?
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Q: Do you recall any of the questions that you were asked on the oral part of the exam?
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Q: Yes. I gave my oral exam in the ‘70s, we used to do that. Well then, where did you take
your A-100 basic training in the USIA area?
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Q: How did you find the training?

3" "/:)5I) 1 9 - %o 7) -
' ' th L
|
$ 9 1oy i
' ' i '
' - I B
i ' 1o
! 7)1 f- 1 ' % o1 ' 7
1oy i ' % -
o ) " o 7

Q: Oh, excellent training. Well, you went to Havana when?
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Q: What was the situation then?
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Q: What was your job?
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Q: Who was the ambassador?
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Q: What were you doing while all this was going on?
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Q: Well, were you able to maintain your personal contacts, was this difficult or were
relations with individuals fairly cordial?
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Q: At the embassy?
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Q: Well, you were sort of the new boy on the block and so you could observe this, were
they going through almost a rejection period, saying this cannot be as bad as it seems

and maybe there is a way to deal with Castro or was the embassy divided in saying this
guy is a communist and he is evil and others would say oh no, he is a reformer?
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Q: What was your impression of the newspapers there, to begin with?
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Q: Was there any debate whether Castro was a real communist or was he just a
homegrown dictator?
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Q: Well then, you left there in, when?
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Q: And whither?
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Q: You did that from when to when?
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Q: What was the situation in Bolivia when you got there?
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Q: Who was the ambassador?
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Q: What was the USIS operation there?
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Q: How would you say Bolivian/American relations were at the time?
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Q: Was there a divide between the people you were in contact with and, say, the miners?

Were they a breed apart, pretty much?
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Q: Was there much travel to the United States by journalists and the wealthier classes?
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Q: What impact did the 1960 election in the States have? Because this election engaged a

lot of Americans and was closely watched overseas.
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Q: Was it difficult dealing with the Bolivian Government? Because this is a time when no
government lasted more than a couple of months, right?
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Q: What about the universities?
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Q: Was there anything that you all were trying to do to penetrate the campus?
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Q: Did you get out much?
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Q: Was that a different world?
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Q: Cochabamba,; how was that?
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Q: Well then, after this experience where did you go?
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Q: Okay, you took Japanese language training; what was the course, from when to when
and where?
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Q: Where did you start your language training?
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Q: How did you find it?
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Q: Looking back on it, how did you feel the training went?
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Q: Well, can you think of any of the people who were in the course with you?
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Q: Bill Clark -- he was political counselor in Seoul when [ was consul general.
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Q: Now, this was a two year course. How did the second year go?
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Q: After the second year — 1963? -- what did they do with you?
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Q. How about your kids? Did they start picking up a lot of Japanese?
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Q: You were running the American Center?
3" "/:) 5" '@ 9
@ @ ) $ 7
6
7) i1
11 % 1 -
) )" <+
1 ! - %
% L
$ % !
6 %
7) !
& )
A@
! 0F2 ?
@ ¢ LI !
% ! §
8 9 - ! 6
6 18 1

77

'@

L JP—S Y

%



i - o
1)

Q: Who was your predecessor?
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Q: What was the center’s focus?
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Q: I would have thought there would be a lot of resentment over the Soviets hanging on
to, what is it, the Ryukyus?
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Q: Yes, the islands to the north. [ mean, because this has always been the great blessing

of our policy with Japan over the last 16 years; the Soviets had hung on to those islands

to no great benefit...
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Q: The issue has always made it a lot easier for the Japanese to dislike them and like us.
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Q: Did you spend much time trying to show what we were doing in race relations and all,
because this is a time of civil rights?
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Q: Were we trying to do anything about the gender issue with women? Or was it that this
was a Japanese situation and we were not trying to proselytize or anything like that?
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Q: How was the Japanese economic miracle at that point?
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Q: Was there much travel to the United States at this point?
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Q: In Sapporo, and the rest of Hokkaido, did you get into the hinterlands much?
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Q: Were there any Koreans there?
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Q: Well, it is about the only minority they had, really.
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Q: You were there from when to when?
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Q: Five years. So Vietnam really did not raise its head.
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Q: You were saying the Marxists were quite rigid...
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Q: Okay. Well, is there anything else -- for example, how did the Japanese fare in
language learning? Were they able to pick it up? They all seem to have a problem with
learning English, as we have had a problem learning Japanese.
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Q: Okay. After Sapporo we’re in 1966, and going to — where?
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Q: Okay. We'll talk about Vietnamese language training in 66 and move on to Vietnam.
Today is the 1 2 of March, 2007.
So how did you find- Vietnamese? Of course, it’s a tonal language...
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Q: Okay. You were doing this from more or less the year of '66 or '66-'67?
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Q: Okay, '67. What were you getting from this training, I mean both in the language
teaching but also you are heading for an assignment in Vietnam, you are watching the
news and all, and how did things look in Vietnam at the time?
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Q: Okay. You were in Vietnam from when to when?
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Q: And you were in Vietnam from '68 until when?
3 /) 5))1 9 10 00K i % 0

' +=2)

Q: Let’s talk about your initial impression. Before Tet, what were you told you would be
doing and where were you going?

F2



3* */:) 51)1

'8
- vy
- 1oy
'
& 1
- - 15
1oy
b b
L)
'

Q: What were you going to be doing?
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Q: This is before Tet; what was the situation in the field at that time in Pleiku?
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Q: Who was that?
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Q: We’re talking now about the time just before all hell broke loose -- with all this talk of
pacifying, what did that mean, exactly? What was your daily workday like?
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Q. How did the American military welcome you and how did they feel the war was
going?
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Q: That’s not much protection. It’s an awkward weapon, and not easy to load.
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Q: OK, now when was the Tet Offensive? Was there any lead up to it where you were,

and what happened?
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Q: So what happened during the Tet offensive?
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Q: How long did this last?
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Q: So in Pleiku, was the Tet Offensive sort of a one day thing?
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Q: Was this mainly from an air attack?
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Q: Were these Viet Cong as opposed to regular North Vietnamese?
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Q: What was the population of Pleiku? It was up in the highlands, were these
Montagnard or was it a mixed population?
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Q: Were there Special Forces camps around there?
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Q: Did you get any feel for efforts of the central government to put teachers in the
provinces or anything like that?
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Q: Well, was anybody coming from headquarters and from CORDS and asking how are
things going? And could you tell them and did they pay any attention?
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Q: As time went on, what were you getting from the village chiefs? Did you feel you were
getting true stories from them or were they looking to you to give them supplies and they
would say whatever it took to get them?
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Q: Did you get to Nha Trang or Saigon from time to time?

3" "/:) 5I ) 18 k% i

i P 7)
! 7

1=
Nr
1=

Q: I lost a pair of pants at Vung Tao (a famous Vietnamese beach resort).
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Q: I remember seeing the movie “Patton” and watching traces go up in the air and flares
going off...it was an odd world. So, did you develop a sort of country boy versus city
slicker attitude toward your American counterparts?
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Q: Well of course, in a way it reflects two things, the Chinese, who put the soldier down
at the bottom and all that; and the Mandarin Chinese and also the French.
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Q: While you were in Pleiku, were there teams of provincial reporting officers from the
embassy coming out and talking to you?
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Q: Who was this officer?
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Q: Yes. I think I have interviewed Dick.
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Q: How were relations between what you were doing and the headquarters of the Fourth
Division? Was this not the ivy (IV) division, the famous fighting Fourth?
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Q: Did you stay the whole time in Pleiku?
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Q: Obviously this was seared into your mind.
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Q: I would think that you would get all sorts of cockamamie ideas from people sitting

there who had no idea. You know, let us put our message on bars of soap or what have
you.
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Q: Seems reminiscent of the attitude in Panama years later, where we, trying to get
Noriega, blasted the house he was holed up in with loud rock music, hoping to wear him
down. Now, how long were you in Saigon?
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Q: Well how did your family welcome you when you got home? I know my wife was
taking courses at University of Maryland at the time and she was picking up an awful lot
of their anti-Vietnam stuff. ['m sure it wasn’t an easy time to come back.
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Q: JUSPAO was essentially USIA’s headquarters in Vietnam...?
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Q: -How did you deal with your sense that the information that was being disseminated
didn’t reflect what was happening in the field?
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Q: Before we leave Vietnam, I do want to get some of your impressions of the press
corps. I don’t know if you dealt with them but there were hundreds of correspondents
running around, and some of them were amateurs, or wrote amateurish stories. There
was a lot of that as well as solid reporting. And I would like to talk about that next time,
plus anything else you would like to raise about Vietnam, because this is important.
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Today is the 16" of March, 2007. Bill, amplifying thoughts and the press corps.
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Q: Well, let’s talk about the press first, and then get to the other topics. What was your
impression of the foreign press corps in Vietnam?
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Q: How did you find dealing with what I would call the “amateur press corps”? I mean,
they tended to get in trouble from time to time and this consul general- I and one of the
other consuls had to go and bail them out or something because they were sort of an
undisciplined group, sort of like coming for spring break, and reporting in an scattershot
way. Did these types cause you much of a problem?
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Q: All right. Now, when did you leave Vietnam?
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Q: And where did you go?
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Q: What was the period you were there?

3" "/:) 5] "D k-
0 -7 ) 6
o - 8
? o i % |
‘D ¢ - = t
' - - '

'@

% &0

> %
I -

Q: Describe what EXPO was about and what was shown and particularly what we were

doing.
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Q: Okay. Let’s take a king or a queen or something; what would you do?
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Q: How did the Japanese run the EXPO?
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Q: This is still the Cold War, still in full bloom. Were we competing with the Soviets?
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Q: How did that work?
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Q: Tell me more about our guides.
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Q: Were they mostly Nisei, or Sansei (second or third generation), or were some of them
what we might call Anglo-Saxons?
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Q: Did you get any movie stars or people that were well known in Japan who visited the
pavilion?
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Q: Who designed the pavilion?
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Q: What was the Japanese public response? What was your impression?
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Q: Well then, so late 1970 you left Japan?
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Q: And where did you go next?
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Q: And you did that from when to when?
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Q: So we are talking about probably 71 to '72?
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Q: Well one of the things that I guess took place, a new Japanese word, “shokku.”
(shock). Can you talk about that? Because you must have gotten involved in that. I'm
referring to the opening to China, known in Japan as the “Nixon Shokku.” It was in 71
or '72. Anyway, it was during your time there. The announcement that Kissinger had
gone to China and we had not told the Japanese until the last minute...
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Q: Well, what were you doing during this period, as Japan desk officer?
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Q: Did you find that there was a pretty good connection between what was going on in
advertising, education and other areas of the civilian world regarding communicating
across cultures, influencing people and getting people to do things?
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Q: What about Korea? Here you were, you studied Japanese, served in Japan, a real
Japanese expert, and all of a sudden you have Korea on your plate too. The Japanese
and the Koreans don’t have the happiest of relationships and the Japanese tend to think
themselves quite superior to the Koreans. Did you find yourself infected with some
localitis when you first took this on in looking at Korea, and were you perhaps looking at
northeast Asia from a Japanese point of view or not?
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Q: Just to give you the GI point of view, I served as an enlisted man first in Japan and
then in Korea. This was the middle of the war, you know, the place was devastated. But [
found that the Koreans were kind of like Americans. I mean, if you shove them, they
would shove back, you know what I mean? It was very straightforward. Now as far as
Japan was concerned, there was too much bowing and all that for an American GI. 1
later went back as consul general to Seoul 25 years later and I found the Koreans very
refreshing. They were awfully hard working, almost embarrassingly so. But you did pick
up a prejudice, their prejudice against the Japanese as their former oppressors who had
done everything they could to grind them down and there was just no love lost there at
all. But having also served in Yugoslavia where [ watched the Croatian/Serbian
prejudice and how it affected even the American officers serving at post in Croatia and
Serbia, I was just curious whether you noticed that your colleagues in Japan had this
infection of looking down at Korea.
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Q: Yes, in Japan the Korean community is divided between the North and the South. [
was also surprised that there is a strong community sympathetic to North Korea; I would
think that North Korea is so horrible, that once they were in Japan their allegiance would
shift away from North Korea.
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Q: Do you recall any crises where you had to mobilize any big public affairs campaigns?
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How did you feel our operations in both Japan and Korea were funded and run?
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Q: What about the Pacific islands? What were we doing there?
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Q: Well then, about ’73 you left that job. Then what?
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Q: Well, this is part of the Red Belt, was it not?
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Q: Who was the head of the Bologna Center when you were there?
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Q: Well what was the Bologna Center doing?
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Q: What was the state of the art in teaching political science at the Center? I ask this
because political science has changed over the years.
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Q: Were ideological differences and methodological approaches very pronounced?
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Q: Did the Cold War intrude at all while you were there?
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Q: Did the ambassador ever get to Bologna or not?
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Q: Who was the ambassador?
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Q: Yes, I have talked to people who served under Volpe. You served under him for
awhile?
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Q: Well, we’ll talk about that.
3" "/:) 5 ?

Q: In ’73, what would you say was the state of politics in Italy? Maybe the same state
they were in ’48, but how would you describe it?
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Q: Apertura a sinistra.
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Q: Yes, perhaps it was a little bit like an Italian ambassador coming here and speaking
hillbilly English.
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Q: Was anyone on the public diplomacy side trying to get to him and say, look, going out
and speaking in your poor Italian does more harm than good and that sort of thing? Had

anybody tried this?
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Q: Well let me see, you were the press attaché. Tell me what a press attaché does in a
huge embassy like Rome.
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Q: What was our policy, would you say?
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Q: Who was that?

3* "/5)5l18 @ ! ¢ 9 8
i ) '
' - ' ? '

-
1
=3
1.

1=
1
~>
-
-
=
=
-
1

I

Q: Well, you know, you had been observing politics in other countries; what was your
impression of Eurocommunism, as it was called at the time, and of Berlinguer, who was
the communist party leader. This was supposed to be the new face of communism. What
was your impression?
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Q: Were you under constraints as far as who you could talk to and who you could not?
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Q: Were you picking up any emanations from Portugal at the time? Because Portugal
was going through something perhaps similar, you had these young officers in ‘74, 1

think, ,who had basically taken over the government and they were quasi communist and
Kissinger was talking about practically yanking all dealings with them, wiping them out
of NATO (North American Treaty Organization) and all that. And Frank Carlucci -- and
this is one of those great stories of the Foreign Service -- was sent there and had enough
clout as having been a sub-cabinet member and all, to essentially challenge Kissinger

and say let me play this. And he played it masterfully and Portugal continued on its way.
And I was wondering, this is where this whole debate about Eurocommunism was going
on and was this something we could deal with, or at least the debate? But it sounds like

you almost had a firewall about Italy back in Washington and within the embassy of not

looking at this or dealing with it.
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Q: Did the Vatican play a role? I realize we had separate diplomatic representation to
the Vatican, which is a sovereign state, but the Vatican press and all that, was this

something you dealt with?
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Q. How about the Christian Democrats? They were the party in power, I mean, they
were going through frequent changes of government...What did you think of them?
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Q: You were up against sort of an Italian mafia within the embassy, to use a generic
Italian term. I mean by this people who had been there for a long time, and this is one of
the problems. Sometimes, you know, you get people who have become so attached to a
country and also have been back so many times that they get rigid.
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Q: Did you pick up, I am speaking now as a former consul general in Naples, prejudice
about the south?
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Q: I noticed I got it from my fellow officers when I went to Rome.
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Q: Well the feeling was reciprocated. You know, there would be a change in the
government and there would be an excited set of cables about the latest change in this
governmental minuet, asking “What is the impression down in the Naples area about
this? Well, the impression down there was an absolute shrug.
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Q: What about Italian congressmen? Did you find yourself having to deal with them, and
many of them have strong family or parochial interests in Italy. Right now the speaker of
the House is of Italian-American descent, Nancy Pelosi, and she seems pretty solid. Did
Italo-American congressmen show a lot of interest?
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Q: Oh yes; Brooklyn. Well I got a bellyful of them because we had an earthquake down in
Naples when I was there in 1980 and every Italian-American in political office came
down...
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Q: -because this is where so many Italian-Americans came from, you know, so they were
out appearing and showing their support...Now, on the Socialist side, did you get
involved with the glitterati of the movie business at all?
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Q: Well then, you left there, you say you got kicked out, but what happened?
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Q: Who was that?
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Q: So then where did you go?
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Q: And you were in Thailand from when, ’70-?
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Q: What was the state of things in Thailand when you got there in ’76?
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Q: Well, were you beginning to feel now that you were ill suited for a bureaucracy?
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Q: I would imagine that the date, 1976, was important because things were changing.
For one thing, we were no longer in Vietnam. And the whole name of the game in
Southeast Asia had changed. Now, how did we view the Vietnamese and Chinese threat at

the time, from the perspective of Thailand?
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Q: Well, another factor is that in all of these areas where we saw some overarching
generalized threat of communism, there were cracks in the wall -- we thought the
Vietnamese, that is, the North Vietnamese and the Chinese, were as close as lips and
teeth, to quote the old Mao saying. Well, the teeth were biting the lips. The Cambodians
and Vietnamese hated each other from time immemorial and will continue to do so. The
Chinese and Vietnamese also have a long history of enmity and in fact fought a vicious
battle just a while after you arrived in Bangkok. So nationalism and cultural hatreds
often trump grand theories of how countries are going to behave.
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Q: Yes, it’s just the same as today, you know, we seem to think Iran is going to take over
Iraq if we pull out. Well, the Arabs and the Persians have not gotten along well for some
time, we re talking about centuries, and obviously that chemistry will continue to work.

Now, to go back to where we were, why wouldn't it be kind of nice to have a big printing
place and have a movie studio and the whole thing, as long as you 're there to strengthen
Thai-US relationships? Or was this capacity a misuse of funds, or counterproductive or

what?
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Q: Could you turn this plant into a regional thing so you were printing things for, or
supporting information activities in India or Pakistan or Afghanistan or elsewhere?
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Q: Who was the ambassador at the time?
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Q: Well was he not known at one point, maybe when he was in the CIA, for his previous
service in the Air Force?
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Q: Well, I would think that Thailand would be a place where we would be very concerned
because our effort in Vietnam had just collapsed and we had pulled out ignominiously
from there and Thailand; you talk about the dominos and Thailand was sitting on the
border of two potential dominoes, Laos and Cambodia, and we would be very concerned
that the Thais would take a look and say, the U.S. is a paper tiger and make their peace
with Vietnam and China.
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Q: What was your impression of the Thais? You know, you had served in other countries
and here you are up against the Thais, who are a very distinct group.
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Q: Let’s talk about the media there. You know, Italy had its own media configuration;

what about Thailand?
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Q: Did you have, on your staff, Thai speaking officers?
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Q. How about radio and TV? Did we have pretty good relationships in those areas?
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Q: You were there during the Carter Administration?
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Q: The one innovation for the Carter Administration was human rights, how did this play
in Thailand?
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Q: Yes. I think I was in South Korea at that time and we were also getting involved in this
new initiative because we had Kim Il Sung and 40 tank divisions sitting within 30 miles of
us, which tended to make us focus. And we had the Park Chung Hee dictatorship, which

was not too bad, you know.

So, as press attaché, how did you treat human rights?
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Q: She is a folk singer who was quite prominent in the anti-war movement.
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Q: I have to say this while we 're on the subject, just for the record. I have the greatest
admiration for Joan Baez because, unlike so many of these singer-activists who, as soon
as the draft ended, all went on their way. When South Vietnam collapsed Joan Baez took
the cause of refugees in South Vietnam under her wing and really did a lot to help, rather
than these others who, once they were not involved in being drafted or the girlfriends of

+>



guys being drafted, just sort of left the refugee situation and paid no attention to it. She
did. I give her great credit for that.
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Q: I read in an obituary in today’s paper that her father died. And he was a PhD in, I
think physics or something, a very impressive person. Obviously she came from a
genetically well endowed family.

Q: Well, let’s talk about refugees. You were there during the time of tremendous pressure
from Indochinese refugees. How did you view that and what was your role in dealing
with this huge problem?
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Q. Abramowitz is going to be interviewed shortly, not by me but by Tom Stern.
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Q: Well, did you have any role in this? Was the USIA doing anything on this issue?
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Q: One of the things that anybody reading this has to look at is that we are talking about
1976 to '80, when there was no CNN or worldwide TV yet, so individual correspondents
representing media from all over the world abounded.
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Q: Yes. Was there any problem in getting the press to the refugee camps?
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Q: You mentioned Lionel Rosenblatt. What was his job?
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Q: Well Lionel, of course, made quite a name for himself after the collapse of South
Vietnam by taking off from Washington and going out on his own with one other FSO,
Craig Johnstone, and personally assisted more than a hundred Vietnamese to get away
and get to the U.S. It’s fair to say that he and Craig saved their lives, because many of
them would have been punished by the new regime because of their association with the
United States. More power to them.
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Q: Prior to that, people were fleeing Vietnam before the mob that came across from
Cambodia after the Vietnamese invasion. What about the boat people? I mean, their
leaving Vietnam and ending up on the shores of Thailand and getting pushed off or being
attacked and women raped; there were horrible stories. This was early on, how did we
deal with this from your perspective?
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Q: What was your impression of the international press corps that was in Thailand?
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Q: How did you find places like Chiang Mai and the places where we had those big air
bases, and then after the fall of Saigon they were being shut down. Did that impact on

you at all?
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Q. What about the Thai provincial press?
3" */:) 5] & -
1
A B 8 - 11 9 - 1
? ) % 1 1
- - 1 7
- < - 1
! 1 - % - ) ¢ LI
Q. Were you involved with Burma in any way?
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Q: Were we in a duel with communist China vis-a-vis influencing the press or not? Did
we see that as something or was China not very active yet?
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Q: With this large press corps there and a significant number of them being involved with
America, were we concerned about their reporting about the dictatorship?
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Q: How could a UPI guy get up there? Which side was he on? I mean, for reporting; on
the Vietnamese side?
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Q: Well, being a Vietnam hand yourself, did you get any feel for what was going on in
Vietnam, I mean from contacts or anything of that nature?
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Q: Was there any effort that you can recall about trying to work on what later became
known as an orderly departure program? In other words, rather than people going out to
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sea in those sinkable boats, process them in an orderly manner for resettlement to a third
country.
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Q: How did you find dealing with Thai government officials who dealt with the press
during the dictatorship?
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Q: Did this last the whole time you were there?
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Q: How did you see the role of the royal family and the press treatment and all that?
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Q: You mentioned Rosalyn Carter earlier. How did her visit go?

3" "/:) 5I ' b - i '
9 '8
3 ' 7 th
-y ¢ ' 1 @ - -
T ! - C
M g i 7 '
th i 8 - 1 th -
- 7
) ' Co 1 i i th
g %o '
b ' '
M % oo- '
' 7 - M
' i ! i -
- ' - ' ?

Q: Well then, in 1980 you left.
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Q: By the way, when you went out to Thailand, did your USIA senior people sort of look

at you a little bit sideways saying, oh my God, are we going to have problems with this
guy or not? From your Rome experience?

3" "/:) 5I8 i i 1o
) 7 H i i i 4
% @ ' th o
/% 1 A B oy th
' ' i 6 85 i1
t ' 4 ) % C
% - 1 7 - '
4 " ( n @ ) g
i i) 1 th - ) '
i i - ' —-
| Y
o i i (
t * - Py

21



1 LA ) 0B
1 1 1 B
C - &
| b - 1 1 1
Q: Okay, 1980; whither?
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Q: Well, you were sort of a Pacific Ocean specialist.
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Q: Alright, so you were in Peru from 1980 until when?

3" "/:) 5] +2 +>7?

Q: How would you describe the situation when you arrived in Peru in 1980?
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Q: How were conditions from your perspective, such as freedom of the press and

expression and all that? Was it a pretty open situation?
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Q: How about the economy and the ethnic situation in Peru? What was going on?
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Q: Was there a significant Indian population?
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Q: Who was the ambassador when you arrived?
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Q: Who took his place?
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Q: How did you see your job? What was going on with the USIA agenda?
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Q: Well, I'm not sure when the Shining Path got established but this group actually came
out of the universities, right?
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Q: While we are talking about the universities, I am thinking about someone who was in
Venezuela, earlier on, and he said you couldn’t go to the national university, and in his
opinion, there was not a lot of education taking place there. However, there were the
Catholic universities and others where you went if you were wealthy enough to pay the
tuition, still cheap by U.S. standards but a lot more than the really poor could pay, and
wanted to get an education. Was this the situation in Peru?
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Q: How about the press -- the whole media business, TV, press, radio?
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Q. The Reagan Administration had come in and Reagan was quite a change from Carter.
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Q: And Reagan early on I think made a trip to Latin America and came back and was

quoted as saying, these countries are really quite different. How was the early Reagan
Administration viewed from Peru?
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Q: Describe what you know about the role of Frank Ortiz, both in Washington and then
when he came to be ambassador.
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Q: I think weve always had this schizophrenia over career Foreign Service officers,
knowing some really top rank political ambassadors who can often call upon their
political knowledge and their political connections to get things done where a career
person could not. We have all had examples of the good and the bad. You know,
somebody who was a good political supporter of an obscure senator doesn’t bring
anything to the table but somebody who is both savvy and with damn good political
connections going up to the White House can really accomplish something.

How did you find working with Ortiz? This must have been difficult because in a way you
were the, among other things, the public relations person for the ambassador.
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Q: He came from an old New Mexican family who were here before the founding of the
United States, isn’t that correct?
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Q: He probably came from peasant stock, you know.
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Q: Yes.
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Q: Okay. Let’s look at Pinochet in Chile, here you had a democracy reviving in Peru and
Pinochet was in high power in Chile. How did that set?
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Q: Did our involvement in Central America, the Sandinistas and things in El Salvador,
cause much of a stir in Peru?
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Q: How did that go? I assume that Peru strongly supported Argentina?
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Q: When you got back to Lima, how did that go? We tried to play the honest broker and
we ended up coming down rather firmly on the British side.
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Q: Disappearances.
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Q: How did we view the military in Peru?
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Q: Did President Fujimori cross your radar at all at this time?
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Q. I mean, was he a figure and I was wondering whether you, you know, because of your
Japanese experience, got involved with the Japanese community in Peru?
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Q: Now, you left there in '83, was it?
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Q: Where did you go in 83?7
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Q: Good God.



Q: What job did you go to?
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Q: It sounds like...
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Q: Yes. Did you, I was just wondering, did you leave Peru as scheduled, or did Ortiz get
you out or did you get yourself out or what?
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Q: This is interesting because I think in 1981 I was on an MC promotion panel with
Frank Oritz.
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Q: Yes. So he knew how the promotion system worked and you have to be a little careful
how you write these things because sometimes you set it up for a good rebuttal.
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Q: Okay, next time we’ll move to 1983, when you were making our Central American
policy make sense. Next interview: The 3™ of April, 2007.

Q: And your assignment was to Central American coordinating?
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Q: How long were you with this group?
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Q: But did you get any feel for a violent changing of gears vis-a-vis our policy towards
Central America? Was there something momentous underway at that time?
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Q: Well this group, were there other foreign policy professionals, or were these a bunch
of ideologues fresh from the political campaign who were tossed into this particular
group?

3" "/:) 5I ) 1o i
1o - g !
/ 1 ) [ Y '
% - %
' ' t # i -1 K
- % #
? ' i @
! ) ) %
? C o Eo% % 7

Q: Did you get any feel from your fellow professionals about what was happening,
particularly in El Salvador and in Nicaragua?

3° */:) 5)) -
i "/ -
- % -

%

%

% # !

(LT ]
=23
~—
=
=
L]
~



Q: Well, how did you view the situation in Central America and did you think maybe we
should have handled it differently?
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Q: After about three months of being in this cockpit, where did you go?
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Q: How long did you do this?
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Q: Okay, in the first place let’s talk about Wolfowitz and whoever else was working in the
area. How did you find them?
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Q: These things can come back to haunt us...
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Q: I was just talking to somebody yesterday dealing with the Panama Canal, and you
know, the reversion of the Panama Canal to the Panamanians was the same thing; if we
stayed too long with the Panamanians it could make the canal unusable. Anyway, what
were the major issues in East Asia during this period that you had to deal with?
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Q: Well you know, we talk about it but New Zealand is a small country in a relatively
remote part of the world, and we no longer fear Japanese militarism there as we did
during World War I, and that issue was settled in 1945. So what was the fuss?
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Q: Well, let’s talk about New Zealand and Australia. You know, Murdoch came out of
Australian and represents — I hate to use this word — the “gutter press,” but my meaning
is something close to that.
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Q: You know, he trades in the sensational, sex, the lower depths or whatever, and his
tabloid style and substance are basically irresponsible. Was he a model for Australian
and New Zealand newspaper and media journalists?
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Q: Well, what about this? You have this kind of ambivalence -- I have talked to people
who have dealt with New Zealand who say you know, this anti-nuclear stand is not a
foregone conclusion. It may be the policy of a particular government and that could
change; or the papers might be opposed to certain things but this really does not
represent Australian political opinion in general.
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Q: Did you feel at this point that Australia had pretty well broken, psychologically or
otherwise, with Great Britain as far as it being the mother country, and looking beyond
that maybe to the American protective layer, or not?
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Q: Turning to Japan, you say they have a large press corps here. Can you talk about
your view of the operations of the press corps, because this is a subject about which we
aren’t very familiar. How did they operate and was there much investigative reporting,
that kind of thing?
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Q: Were there Japanese newsmen or newswomen burrowing down in the various parts of
society and then all of a sudden stories would pop up that you had no idea were coming
at all, and you had to deal with them?
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Q: What about the Korean press?
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Q: Well, Park Chung-Hee was gone by that time -- Wait a minute, Park Chung-Hee was
killed I think around ’79.
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Q: What about the Chinese? I mean, the two Chinas, Taiwan and Mainland China?
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Q. Which newspaper was that?
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Q: Alright. Let’s go to the Philippines. You were there when Marcos left?
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Q. How about the Filipino press and the growing discomfort of the Filipino public with
our presence in the Philippines?
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Q: Well you know, it’s an interesting thing. I have been doing this now for over 20 years
and people I have talked with like yourself have the highest respect for Wolfowitz before
he got involved over in the Pentagon as number two to Rumsfeld and prior to that he was
right on everything. Over at the Pentagon he was basically wrong on everything and
tragically wrong. I mean, this is my opinion but it’s certainly shared by most
professionals.
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Q: As a press officer for a bureau, how were you used? Did you sit in on conferences and
meetings? Did you know what was going on?
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Q: Who were some of other senior officials of the Bureau?
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Q: What about the MIA, the Missing in Action issue? My impression is that the issue was
picked up by the far right, with the idea that somehow or other there were camps deep in
the jungle with American prisoners of war. It made no sense but it was an issue that we
treated very seriously and nothing every came of it. What was your feeling on this?
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Q: So we’re up to about 1986.

3" "/:) 5" )1 - (>=t) ?

Q: By the way, had Charlie Wick created Worldnet or not at that point?
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Q: Were you getting involved with that and trotting people out from your bureau to be
interviewed?
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Q: Well, you went over to USIA and worked from '86 to '88, was it?
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Q: From your perspective, talk about Charlie Wick.
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Q: Were there any either personnel or other issues that you were particularly concerned

with?
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Q: The movie star.
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Q: Well, of course too, ,at that time, our relations with China and China’s relations with
the outside world were not that great, and to get these films, which were major films, into
China and somebody of the stature of Gregory Peck, who was well known among the
Chinese cultural literati, to talk about them was quite an attraction.
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Q: Did you get any feel in your office about our exchange program and visitors
program? Let’s talk about China first. If I recall correctly, this was a period of
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tremendous exodus from China for those who had the wherewithal to get their kids to go
to American schools and pursue university studies.
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Q: You know, to my mind probably the strong right arm of our diplomacy has been our
exchange and visitor program and the great number of students that we attract here. And
any tampering with that process would be an enormous blunder ...

3" */:) 5] 6 $ % -
1 ! & )C
% ? T - t$) 1 -
Q: You were doing this until about 1988, right?
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Q: Well, in ’88 whither?
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Q: You did that from when to when?
3 /) 5)) ! - - +>>)

Q: How did you find that situation, the UN?
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Q. Were there any particular issues that engaged you at that time?
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Q: Yes, I realize this is awful.
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Q: Well, what was the reaction from your Asian colleagues at the UN when you came
around?
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Q: Yes. Now, we’re moving into 1989 and where did you go next? Oh -- I have a question
to ask and I don’t know if we 're covered it. You mentioned your wife was from Australia.
How did you meet her?
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Q: Okay. Back to ’89, where did you end up going?
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Q: I've heard this again and again, from people who have taken Urdu. It appears to be
handy in the marketplace and that’s about it.
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Q: You were there from when?
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Q: Who was the ambassador?
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Well, here Zia is dead; what was the situation politically in Pakistan, both internally and
vis-a-vis the United States?
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Q: Well, how did Bob Oakley use you?
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Q: Who were the mediators? Any Pakistanis or Indians?
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Q: In other words there was no great thirst on either side?
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Q: On this initial dialogue, was the theme how do we get together or what can we do

about it or...?
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Q: There were attacks on the government and all.
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Q: Well, did you feel that the situation was always going to be screwed up by somebody -
by militants who would launch an attack or raise something in Kashmir or tear down a
temple or, you know, attack the parliament house or something? In other words, did you
feel that the militants on both sides really had the upper hand?
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Q: Yes. In our lifetime we have seen France and German really do something. But there
you did not have the awful poison of religion, which can really foul things up.
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Q: Speaking of religion, in Pakistan did you have anything to do with the madrassas
(religious education schools) and the schools in the tribal areas? Was this something we

were looking at?
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O: Yes. I think about back in the 19" Century when we were sending a lot of missionaries
all over the place, the missionary movement was strong in the United States, and |

happened to start doing some studying about missionaries in the Middle East, and they
got absolutely nowhere with Islam so they spent most of their time working on Jews,
trying to convert Jews to Christianity. I mean, it’s almost futile.
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Q: How would you describe the policy from the embassy, what was the policy they were
trying to uphold?
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Q: Did Osama bin Laden come across your radar at all at that point?
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Q: How about the Saudi influence? Talking about the Saudi Government,; what I gather
is that the Saudis around the Islamic world and elsewhere have made their pact with the
devil in order for the Saudi family to stay in power, were financing Islamic schools which
were teaching a rather virulent form of Wahhabism, or militant Islam. Were you picking
up any of this at the time?
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Q: What was your impression of democracy and its prospects in Pakistan? This is part of
our mantra; we try to promote democracy. What was happening?
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Q: You mentioned you had a small information program for Afghanistan. How did that
work?
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Q: When did you leave Pakistan?
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Q: Oh absolutely.

3 "/:) 5i)1

++<? 1

1.

=

-
|

%
18

%

++<18

8

9

&

? 1
&
8
% -
*
1

)

0% %
7" !
5 1

#
1
8
9
% %
1
?
%
?
1

)1

&_
1) <22=
%

%



7 ' Po%
th %M T
- th
- 7 )1
- b ' 10 Po-% 0
- % - - - ' th
- 8 @ - % '
' 7 Y% 9
- - th ' % -
G '
' 1 Q ¢ - ' % 1
P 40 o 7
1oy ' -1 &
1y R B b $
) C ' MoT - - ) '
' 7 b % §) 1 ?
) )1 ' (8 i
$ t ! '

Q: No, absolutely not. Frankly it is always horrifying when we try to make points by
saying we will not talk to somebody. But for God’s sake, that’s what we do.

(Later). Today is the 25™ of April, 2007. Bill, you were at the University of Miami from
'92 to when?
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Q. Some start. Okay, now talk a little about your impression of the university. I like to get
snapshots of various organizations and what did you think of it? And before we get into
that, were you there out of choice or were you being put into a parking place or
warehoused?
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Q: You were there from ’92 to "94, tell us about the university and the student body ...
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Q: Was there a particular thrust toward Latin America there or not?
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Q: What was the problem?
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Q: Well, let’s talk about this. What was your impression of what was happening? You
know, the Cuban-Americans have dominated our policy towards Cuba, and for somebody
like myself who does not know beans about it, it just seems like it has been a mistaken
policy, it is the old way of not talking to somebody and cutting off dialogue. My God, we
have been talking to dictatorships forever -- how did you see it at the time and what was
happening?
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Q. What were you doing there?
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Q. Explain what maquiladoras are.
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Q: In Miami, what was your observation about the Haitian element in the population?
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Q: Well, moving on to a really foreign culture, how did you find the academic world at
the University of Miami, and were you involved at all?
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Q: On the political science side, had the quantitative virus hit them hard, or not? In other

words, at some political science departments at some universities everything has to be
reduced to something measurable...
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Q: Of course, Miami back in earlier years had a very large Jewish community but mainly
mostly elderly Jews. Was there much of a discernable Jewish community still there?
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Q: Well then, after 94 what happened?
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Q: While you were at the University did you see any particular intellectual or political
ferment? Was there any connection to what was going on in the State Department or

USIA at the time or not?
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Q: What did you do after retirement?
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Q: WAE is When Actually Employed. Somebody working part-time for the State
Department, usually a retired person.
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QI It really had an excellent reputation -- Who was the head of it at the time?
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Q: Well, the Bush Administration appointed a man who was known as a horse trainer or

something like that, a horse breeder.
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Q: You know, it was a throwaway.

Well, can you name a disaster or two, you know, one’s favorite disaster? That is a
horrible thing to say but one’s most memorable disaster that you worked in?
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Q: Well, I would think that your training in public diplomacy would have been

invaluable.
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Q: In one of my last tours, in Italy, they had a major earthquake in my consular district
near Naples. And you know, you had people complaining to the media that the
government was doing nothing. Actually the government was doing quite a bit; they
moved a whole army division down there but people were just complaining. Did you find
that you were out there talking and things were getting done, but people were
complaining? Did people appreciate what was being done?
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Q: How did you find the political process during this time?
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Q: Well, this is sort of moving away -- Were you involved- I mean, we are still reeling
from the effects of Hurricane Katrina, which inundated the city of New Orleans. Were
you involved at all?
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Q: This is a new administration; the Bush Administration.
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Q: Well, what can you say about that?
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Q. Anything connected with Cuba had a high politicization barometer, so I'm sure that
was always a consideration.
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Q: Well, TV Marti is an absolute no, is it not?
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Q: How?

3 /) 5@ ¢ 7 1 -
? # - C ?

Q: Did you look at the people involved in that at all?
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Q: There’s a lot of corruption in our political system.
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Q: Oh boy. Well, I guess this is a good place to stop, don’t you think?
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Q: I want to thank you very much.
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End of interview

C%

L %

%



