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INTERVIEW

Q: Today is the 23rd of February, 2016, withomas ...

Paul

KRAJESKI: Krajeski- we pronounce it the American wa¥rai-yefski" is good Polish.
"Krai" is border, like Ukrainelt also means country in Polish; in Polish it translates as

countryman or patriot.
Q: K-r-a-j-e-s-k-i.
KRAJESKI: The 'y' is he Russian way.

Q: I'm Charles Stuart Kennedy.ou go by Tom, | take i¥¥here were you born?

KRAJESKI: Salem, Massachusetts, 198 father was the son of Polish immigrants

who for reasonswho knows why immigrants settle anywhere, but there wasishPol

community in Salem, so his mom and dad literally came up through Ellis Island and had
connections in Salenthat's where they met and married. My dad was born in Salem in
1918.My mum's family is much more diverse; Quebecois from Quebec, Levecques and

Laformes, and then her father's family go back to the Mayflower in New England.
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Q: Let's look at your father's side first/hat do you know, where do they come from in
Poland?

KRAJESKI: One of the great things about the Foreign Service, as you knoug Stu,
sometimes you have the opportunity to go back. | served in Warsaw from 1985 to 1988
as deputy in the consular sectidfy dad came to visit us (my mom had died), he was

there for three months and part of that was going back to the place where histhom a

dad were borrHis mum was from a small town called Novi Bielun, just north of
Warsaw.We actually drove up there, visited the church where she was baftiestito

get her records, but when the Nazis occupied Poland {4883%hey destroyed thousand

of birth and marriage records deliberat&p. we weren't able to find her birth recoide

did meet with an old priest who said they used to go down to the basement and copy the
records before they gave themtothe Nadig. gr andf at h e rwhighdassn fr om Go
the southeast of Poland, southeast of Warsaw, a rather depressing industriBbtovat.

them left at the turn of the century, when part (of Poland) was controlled by the Russians,
the other part by the Germam®land has had very few pergdf independence in its

history, now being a great orgo they were part of the great migration of Slavs and
southern Europeans who came to the States.

Q: When they got to the States, your grandfather, what was he doing?

KRAJESKIEl t 6s not as clear with my grandfather
Massachusett§o he had some kind of a relative in Salem, so when he came it was a

deliberate plan to take the train (I guess) up to Boston and up to Salem, which is just

north ofBoston, where he had a job waiting for hide worked in a small factorye

was not uneducated, but he was by no means a professienabrked at a number of

things.Then my babcia, my grandma, followed a few years, maybe seven, eight years
later.Shedidn't know anyone, just had an address in Sakfm.came up and they were

introduced in SalenTThey didn't know each other before then.

Q: Your mother, she came from...

KRAJESKI: She was born in Salem as well, my mother \Bag.her family, her mother,

my nana's family were all Lavecques and Laformes from out of the eastern provinces of
Quebeclf you know New England, there are lots of French Canadians who have settled
in New EnglandThey came to New England sometime in the 19th century, I'm not
precsely sure because there were no border controls, no immigration, basically...

Q: I know that.My grandfather was born in Prince Edward's Island.

KRAJESKI: | also have relatives from Prince Edward's, McDonalds, this is on the other
side, herthdrssaée.her 6s) f a

Q: The Scottish side, this is where Celtics come fidichyour mother have much of an
education?



KRAJESKI: High school Both mother and father only high schadiom is born in

1920, so they're in their teenss the Depression, though tfamilies did not do badly.
Both had jobsLarge families, my dad comes from seven kids, my mom from nine kids.
In Salem. don't know much about my mother's father, a businessman, for that period
reasonably welbff - well, not welloff; for that period lhey weren't moving around, they
didn't lose their house, they survived the Depression inthely went to Salem High
School; both graduated in the same year, didn't know each btheiad wanted to join

the Navy, that was his godlhis is 1937He worked for the CCC (Civilian Conservation
Corps), one of the jobs programs that Roosevelt put into place.

Q: The WPA (Works Progress Administration)?

KRAJESKI: This was called CCQGhe Civilian Conservation Corpsle built a lot of the
Appalachian Traiand the huts on the Appalachi@rail up in New Hampshiredt

instilled in him a love for the mountainssAids he took us out to the White Mountains
every year, that's where we went, we camped, we hie@tie joined the Navy, and then
of course the watame along so he was very much in the Navy.

Q: What sort of career did he have in the Navy?
KRAJESKI: He was an engineer in the Navy.
Q: Sea Bee or?

KRAJESKI: No, he was a stationary steam engineer, he ran the power plants of the ships.
He spent his ar down below decks on théSS lowaand theUSS Newport Newtso.
Thelowawas a battleship and tiNewport News heavy cruiseiMostly in the Atlantic,
almost entirely in the Atlantic, the Mediterranean, the invasion of southern France, off of
the Anzioinvasion.He was not in the HDay invasion. l¢ may have been back in the

Stdes refitting.He said he didhsee a lot of dmn, but basically everything wayoing

on above deckrou can hear the big guns going off, you knew things were going, it was
hardwork. He was in the Navy till '46. Wen the war was done he went into the reserves.
My mum was a WAVE (Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service) in the
women's navy, worked as a clerk in New York City and Salem, Massachiibetyshad

met each otheduring that time some@lw. They were never very clearh&y claimed they
didn't know each other in high school even though they graduated from the same class.
They didn't live that far apart in Salem, which isn't a very big pBoethey met and
marriedimmediately after the warmet during the war then got married in '45.

Q: You were born in Salem?

KRAJESKI: I was born in Salem in 195Q@nly lived there a few yearagain, |
mentioned the huge familigly dad's ambition was to move a little bit awfagm the
family. Plus he had a job attég power plant. He workekis whole life for New England
Power in their generating plantde wanted to be a farmer; he loved farming, even



though he knew nothing about&0o he bought a small farm in the Merrirkd&iver

valley north of Bostona big 250yearold colonial house with about 20 acres of land, and
he moved us all up therBventually there were seven of us, seven kids, and | grew up on
a small farm in the Merrimack River valley in Massachusetts.

Q: What did you raise?

KRAJESKI: All kinds of animals because he was always experimenting with different
animals, and a lot of vegetabléte learned as he went; he was always looking at books.
Of course, it was a farming community that in those aegstransforming into a

suburban community, Groveland, Massachusétisy built a big Western Electric plant
near there so a lot of farmland was being converted into suburbasfiBedver

Cleavep housing was what we called 80 the town was changing as &svgrowing up.

His ambition was to grow everything on the table; the table wasThesonly thing, he
couldn't dowasdairy; he could never keep a cow pregnahave lots of stories about

the vet coming over attempting to impregnate another cow; é@rrveerked.

Q: Pop over to Vermont...

KRAJESKI: He used to bartevWe had a lot of chickens, 8 have three or four
hundred chickens, so we would barter eggs for milk and for dairy products.

Q: What was it like being a kid on this farm?

KRAJESKI: It was a very happy childhoo®dly mom and dad were terrifitVe worked

all the time My dad had his day job, which was actually aidur job; it was shift work,
the power plants ran all the tintée was a shift manager, so he worked different hours.
My memories of him are almost all on the faks.kids we had to get up early in the
morning, five, six o'clock in the morning, go out and gather the eggs and feed the
animals.We always had pigs, we had turkeys, chick@rge time he had goatsve

didn't like the goatswWe had rabbits; my mom decided we weren't going to eat rabbits.
He used to sell them at Easter tiniben we had a vegetable stand, huge vegetable
gardens four, five acresMostly the vegetablewere sold out front in a farm stand we
usal to work at in the summer timeh&n we just ate lots of vegetablé#s been a real
struggle for me until recentlyhe quality of produce in the stores has really improved.
When youweregrowing up, going out and picking the corn and flinging it into piag

20 minutes later to be boiled, there's nothing liké was a small town, small elementary
school.The savior for me was the regional school; it was such a small town, we didn't
have a high schoaBo we fed into Pentuck&egional High School, wherthree towns
made up the student body.

Q: Let's talk about elementary school firdthat religion was your family?
KRAJESKI: We were Polish CatholicRoland is 99% CatholiéVe were Polish

Catholics; there was a Catholic church in to®hcourse, beig a small New England
town there was Episcopalians, Congregationalists were the biggest, and the Catholics.



Q: I'm familiar with the Irish Catholics...
KRAJESKI: And you're familiar with the Polish Catholidgery similar.
Q: Were things almost dictatial?

KRAJESKI: We had Father McGuiness, an Irish priest, who was a tough old t@naet.
of my early memories, | was nine or 10 years Blather McGuiness came to the house,
we were in the living roonte had the five boysSteven, Michael, Thomakawrence
and William, ranging in ages then from about 13 toAnd Father McGuiness said
"Chet" (my father's name was Chestezgeslawin Polish) and he said, "Chet, one of
these boys is going to be a priégbu're going to give one of them to the chuiM/e

want Tommy, he's the smart on#Yy father, God bless him, said "Not going to happen,
Father.The boys are going to decide their own futures and whatever they want to do, I'm
going to support them in doing If.one of them wants to become a pri€abd bless

him, but | am not going to make that decision for thefhank God for thatAnd he
wouldn't £nd us to Catholic school, whiéfather McGuiness was very umipy about.

He wanted us to go to public schodlbis regional school in the 1960s waslty an
excellent high school.

Q: And of course, being in Massachusetts, Tdw state cares about education.

KRAJESKI: It did. | remember we had doctorates, guys with Ph.D.s in high school
teaching usA couple of them, not a whole Igand then for ne, familiar story, there was
one teache His name was Albert Lauritz von Rasmussedme Tvon" was an affectation,
he was actually born in Newton, Massachuselésaffected a kind of a German/Danish
accentHe drove around in a bladRV Beetle with a Geran flag and an American flag,
kind of like an ambassador, on the front of the Beetéewore a little beret with a
German flag on itHe spoke fluent Russian, fluent German, French which is what he
taught at the high school, and he spoke Turkish of ialgthHe was one of thesehe
would have been a great Foreign Service officer except he was Thatyray not have
disqualified him eithetWhen | started seventh grade at this school, | just loved
languages, and he taught me German and Russian.

Q: Goback to elementary school firsiere you much of a reader?

KRAJESKI: Oh, yeahWe had a tiny little library, the Bradley Library in Groveland.
Everything was walking distance or biking distance from the house, and | used to go up
to thelibrary constantlyl think | read everything in the library.

Q: This is one of the advantages | think of growing up with a small library, you really
spread yourself all over rather than go with one overly endowed and end up
concentrating on one kind of book.



KRAJESKI: It was just constanMy mom and my dad were readers, but what |
remember mostly are tliReader's Digegiooks; they subscribed Reader's Diges§o
they had...

Q: They had about five books in ...

KRAJESKI: In one volumel remember reading atif those | remember memorizing
books as a little kid and sitting on her lap and reading to her, even though | really didn't
know what | was readingdemorized a particular book.

Q: Do you recall any books that particularly struck you at an early age?

KRAJESKI:Honestly, it's the Hardy Boy3he whole series of adventure stories,
whether it was Tom Swift or the Hardy Boysoved those stories, and | loved those
characters, | got to know the charactéstill love to watch serials on television; I'm a
Game of Throneaddict.Terrible confession to makkalso remember Richard
Halliburton.He hada bookabout the seven wonders of the world; what@amazing
traveler he ws. Always bigger books too, with lots of picturésemember going
through Hallibuton's booksOf course, | never traveled anywhere.

Q: Halliburton hit me, | remember him swimming in the Bosporus.
KRAJESKI: That's right!'What a crazy man.

Q: I've spoken to a number of other Foreign Service officers who were grabbed by this
man; hegot you out there.

KRAJESKI: Great adventure3.hen | loved Jules Verne as welteally liked the good
story tellers And Halliburton combined these great descriptions of the waidl when
you're in Groveland, Massachusetts, the world was a smed.plau begin to realize
how big it is.My mom and dad always got tB®ston Globethey subscribed tdime
magazine they wereTime not Newsweekolks, there was somehow a divide between
Time andNewsweelfolks, I'm not quite sure what that washey redly encouraged us.

Q: Where did your family fall politically?

KRAJESKI: We were Kennedy liberalShis is 1960, again my first political memory is
the NixonKennedy election of 196@&ven though my father, of course he was a military
guy and my uncle waan Army guy who worked for Eisenhower during the war, he was
an officer, so there was a lot of respect for Eisenhower but they didn't like Nixew.

were from Massachusetts and it was Kennetiywas young and handsome, even though
he spoke a very strga accent, it was not an accent any New Englander associated with.
He was kind of one of us, so that was importé/tien | was ten years old, you just chose
sides.

Q: My father in law was from Massachusetts, used to call itAtlahtic Choctaw.



KRAJESKI: I'm not sure what the Kennedys spokeertainly wasn't in my ear growing

up; | can do the accent if you want that | grewwith. We were very much

Massachusetts liberalShe school was too; the philosophy at both my elementary school
and the higlschool was very liberal and opdhwas not dictatorial at all'm a left

hander, and in those days they often took the pens out of the left hand and said, "No,
you're going to write with your right hand\ever.l wish they had, it would have made it
alot easier to take notes as a Foreign Service officer later on; taking notes lijetthis

a | eft haiqwreabyhmars h oo k)

Q: With the large family, were there a lot of discussions about the world at the dinner
table?

KRAJESKI: My father encouragd it, but not so manyVe were kidsWe'd be outside
playing, working, whatever the season wésu came roaring in, my mom had a huge
dinner on the tablé’ou ate as fast as you could so you could get outside dgaiade

my father nutsHe said, "Nowe're going to have a conversation, we're going to talk."
He'd bring up an issue, whatever it might be, and we just weren't the least bit interested.
We were more interested in going out and getting another couple of inmizaugg

playing baseball beforie got dark.

Q: I'm still interviewing men and women who grew up during the feral youth stage, now
as a helicopter parent who takes kids to the various classes...

KRAJESKI: I've got three of my own.

Q: ... sports events.assume in your time, "Dinner& 6:30, you be back then, but get
out of the house."

KRAJESKI: "Feral" is interestingParticularly for summertime; summeFm saying
"summa,” | can hear myself getting the accent back as wa/Nalkl. get up early in the
morning, and my father hadrahdy gone off to work then, ahéwould leave a list of
choresfiWeed the peas, clean the chicken p&rmatever it might be-or two or three
hours, we workedTl'hen the rest of the day was odractually grew up on Main Street
and we ued to swim athe Old Mill Pond. V& would tale our bikes it was maybe a 10
minute bike ride awayl he ball field was up a hill, so that was a strugdleat was
maybe a 20 minute bike ride awafou play ball, jump in the pond and swikVe were
surrounded by wood¥Ve were right on the Merrimack RiveWe were forbidden to go
near the river, mostly because it was terribly polluted in those days and if you fell in,
they'd take you to the hospital to give you shote river bank was no more than 500
yards from our howes but we were forbidden to go nealNbw they swim, they boat,
they catch salmonThe river has changeth those days it was all Lowell and Lawrence
and Haverhill, all mill towns, all had shoe factories, leather tanneiti@ould all get
dumped inlhe river.The river was a mess.

Q: High school Did you get involved in activities there?



KRAJESKI: We did a lotlt was a small high school, wasn't huge even though it was the
three towns Merrimack, West Newbury and Groveland that made up the higiokch
They offered a lotSo as | said, they had languages beyond French and Spdresh.

had German and Russidtte tried Turkish but nobody was interested in doing Turkish
with him, not even meéserman and Russian wereWe had great history and litéuae
teachersWe had- we called them English teachers in those daje had a club that |
loved, where we would do outside readihgthe eighth grade you had a certain reading
list, but she introduced me to Ralph Ellison &mdsible Man to Hucklekerry Finn to
Thomas WolfeHer name was Wolfe and her son's name was Tom, she loved Thomas
Wolfe. We did this after school'’hen on the weekends she would take us as a group
down to Boston and we'd go to the private library in Boston, the Athenaeunghit'sn
Beacon Hill.We would go to Boston University with my German and Russian teacher to
go to German nights.

Q: I went to Boston UGI Bill.

KRAJESKI: | couldn't afford to go, | really wanted to go to Boston University, but they
wouldn't give me acholarship and | couldn't afford it.was Vietnam as | was going to
college.The school offered a lot.hen sports; | did cross country, tennis.

Q: Any particular movies or TV shows?

KRAJESKI: | have a memory of the TV being on during the day quits. &My mom
worked around the house of course and she was constantly cooking, clekanged
later on that she had serious bouts of depression; as a kid | never even halya hint.
sisters- there were seven of us, five boys first then two girls wegeyoungesiOnly in
the last 10 or 15 years did my sister say, "Mom had terrible depresBidrthie TV was
always onShe loved soap operas, although frankly every time | saw her she'd be
sleeping in the chair with the soap opera on, taking a bxéakoe the sleeping was
depression, | don't knov&o the TV was orAnd at night there were certain events,
whether it was th&Valt Disney Showl| forget what night that was, everybody loved
Disney the cartoondMly mom and dad loved it, it was on about sewe eight o'clock at
night, Saturday night maybdhat was a television evemdly father adored’he
Flintstones for some reason | remember watching that when he was I@timerwise the
television wasn't on a whole Id¥lovies, they were over in Haverhiljou had to take
your bike across the river to Haverhill, which was even then on its downward slope,
becoming a depressing pladéey didn't like us going over there; it wasn't dangerbus.
high school | had friends in Haverhilthat's where movie thesrs were; we didn't go
very often.

Q: Do you recall majoring in anything in high school?

KRAJESKI: Nah.My strengths were languages, so Russian and German were my two
key coursesAnd | did history and literaturé.was not a science guy or math guy.



Q: Was the school commercial or jacked, that sort of thing?

KRAJESKI: They tracked kids according to their testing, so you were placed in a

division in the seventh graderemember they were marked as 72, 72A, 72B, 75, and

then 77 The smart kids werin 72.Not so smart kids were in 77, and they were the ones
who did woodshop and metal shop and mechanics, automobile mechéaiget

Russian and German and literatutevas considered a kind of a natural thing; as you

look back on it, it's hard begse once you were pegged, it was really hard to move from

77 to 75 to 72Even if maybe you just tested badly, you were trackedhe kids in 72

were expected to go to college, kids in 77 were expected to go to trade schools or join the
military.

Q: In high school, was it obvious you were going to go to college or not?

KRAJESKI: No one(in my family) had been to colleg#y older brother Steven went to
college, he went to Salem College for teacHorgour years. ¢ was the first to get a

B.A. (bachelo of arts).It was expected | would go to college right from the beginning.
Certainly the school expected me to Bty. mom and dad didhough they never put a lot

of pressure, it was never like "You have to go to college, you have to apply to cdllege.”
don't recall my father sitting down and saying, "You have to work hard so you can go to
college."They expected us to work hard, to do well, but there wasn't this enormous
pressure that "You've got to go to college, that's the only way you'll succeed."”

Q: Did you have any particular goal in mind?

KRAJESKI: Story of my life hereNah, | never really had any particular goal in mind.
Rasmussen, this teacher, he said, "You know, you're good at langdageshould look
at the Foreign Servicel'tl never heat of the Foreign Service beforBwo things he got
me.He got me George Kennan's book, his autobiograghg.he got me this weird book
about diplomacy; I'd love to find it again, | don't know what the titl€vis.asked him, he
doesn't remember it, bittwas sort of "what is a diplomdtand it was guys in morning
coats and tailsAnd then there were stories about Benjamin Franklin and Thomas
Jefferson and John Quincy Adams, famous American diplomats of the early days in it.
Then there was Kennan's boéind | thought, "This seems like a cool thing to dBut |
didn't focus on itl loved literature, and when | went to schette only one | could
afford to go to was the University of Massachusetts in Amherst, they gave me a full
scholarship my focuswas literature and lamggesBut with a goal in mind?didn't
really have one.

Q: What was the University of Massachusetts like when you went?

KRAJESKI: It was an eye opengiGroveland was ajrty little town, maybe 3000

people, 160 in my graduatimgass.University of Massachusetts was 20,000 students out
in Amherst, h the Pioneer Valleyhe Connecticut River valley, and it was
overwhelmingl was in shock when | showed up thdtes. 1968, which is a tumultuous
year.Vietnam literally explodingthe assassination of Bobby Kennedy, of Martin Luther

10



King. The Chicago convention, Johnson deciding not toVigtnam is very much in the
focus.In my high school years, we had talked about Vietham in civic courses, but it was
all a very objective discg®on of it. When you got to college, it became emotional,
visceral.Vietham was part of your being, and | fell right into that crowd, the group who
were protesting Vietham, who were unhappy abloeschoob s p oWeistarie@ aur
own university, Free hiversity, that was out in a fieldVe built geodesic domek.

frankly indulged in all of the stimulants of that time as welvas a wild timeln high
schoo] | had literally, before graduatiarone can of beet.pretended to be an athlete,
that's pat of it. Marijuan& The only marijuana I'd seen had been a plastic leaf that the
school nurse showed us, saying "Watch out for this sttifivas plastic, and | thought,
"What the ell is that stuff?'1 did college in September of '68 and the whole warld

Q: How did that work?

KRAJESKI: It didn't work.| only lasted three semesters, | didn't do that wédved my
writing and literature classes but | didn't go to a whole lot of clabbegrades were
poor, they took the scholarships awbhgpent dot of time protesting, marching.

Q: Was this just something fun to do or did you feel in a protest mode?

KRAJESKI: I don't know.l felt a little directionless, | felt as though | was being swept up
in these events that | didn't really understand, |daasg things that | didn't particularly
like doing.l met a lot of fascinating people, | have friends from that period who are still
some of my best friendémarried the sister of one of theifter three semesters, a
couple of things happene@ne, | lad done poorly in schoolwo, the war was getting
more intenseMy brother Steven had been drafted out of teaching, he was teaching and
they drafted himl was more and more protestingnd Norman Mailer came to the
campus and talked about how this wast@an/black war, and "You"he's looking at an
audience of people who look like m&You guys are couts.You got your student
deferments, you don't have to §tmu can protest, you can hold your signs, you can grow
your hair long, but it's an emptyqiest."So | decided | would quit school, become
eligible for the draft, and | would refuse to @ that's what | didR?art of it was |

couldn't afford to go to school anymore because my scholarship wad padeealized

| really wasn't going anywhey this wasn't good for m&he third was this almost
convenient political excuse to say, "I'm going to protest the Magoing to quit college,

I'm going to refuse to go to the draft, I'm going to go to jaihls is 1970.

Q: Did you have people wHooked up to who were doing this?

KRAJESKI: Not really.l didn't have any particular role modelsemember talking to
my father about it, my father was a very solid gdg.said, "You have to do what you
think is right,” but he was not happy.

Q: Whileyou were doing this, | have to say, | was comggneral in Saigon.
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KRAJESKI: Going into the Foreign Service then, that's where a lot of us ®eritdid
that.l was immediately eligibleThe lottery had just happened and my number was quite
low; | was ging to be draftedThis is actually a telling moment, when | realized | was
good at persuasiohwent into my draft board, and | applied for conscientious objector
status- even though I'm Catholic and technically that status is granted only to the
relatively few people who are ethically, morally opposed to killing, to fightimgs not,

| was a Catholicl was opposed to the wdrwasn't going to go to the war, | was not
going to fight in this dirty warYou're 20 years old, you know everythimgaeverything

is much clearer'I'm not going to fight in this dirty war.I'sat therein a room like this
with the four guys on the draft board in Groveland, Massachu€ettsof them was my
former history teacher; one is my former Scout masterasvery big into Scouts, by the
way, | loved Boy Scouts and campir@ne of them was a friend of my dad's and the
other guy, | forgetFour men, about your agém sitting there talking to them, and | said,
"You've got two options heré&m not going to ggo Canadal'm not going to join the
military. So either you're going to grant me conscientious objector skettls

technically don't qualify for, or I'm going to go to jail.knew, sitting in that room, those
guys werenotgoing to send Chet Krajeskikid to jail; they just weren't going to do it.
My dad wrote a letter to the board, saying "Tommy has always done what he thinks is
right and I've supported himMy brother who was just finishing boot camp and was
going to be assigned to Vietham setwtter, saying "He's his own seliVithin 24 hours
they gave me conscientious objector status and | went off, took a little tripedvioria
factory, bought a motaoycle, rode across countryand then got draftedid two year$
alternative service.

Q: Was there if you were a conscientious objector, an alternati¥gou're not going to
do that, we'll put you teaching Pueblo Indians English or something?"

KRAJESKI: What | wanted to do was join the Peace Corps; that's what | was looking at,
but the Race Corps would not take conscientious objecidrsy said, "Wealon't want to

be seen as a haven finaft dodger® Now, had | applied to the Peace Corps before | had
applied for conscientious objector status and got accepted to the Peace Corpsuylkthey wo
have taken me and | could have done my alternative service in the Peacd didrgs.

know that.So they said "No.And basically it was, "Find your own job and get it
approved by the boardSo it had to be in certain are&n | went and worked in

hospitals in Boston for two years; that was it.

Q: What were you doing in hospitals?

KRAJESKI: | was a surgical orderly at New England Deaconess Hospital, and then | was
a file clerk at the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital in Bos@mne year of eachlirelatively

useless work.

Q: What does a surgical orderly do?

KRAJESKI: That was fun, except | had to get up at six o'clock in the morning, which was
really a struggle when you're 20 years éldurgical orderly goes off to the room where
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the person to be opéea on is drugged out and waiting, and you wheel them through the
hospital to the surgical suiteBhen you prep them for surgeiyou shave whatever part

it is that's going to be cuY.ou work with the nurse, the chief surgical nurse, to prepare
the patiat for bringing them into the roorithen you bring them in the roomhen

you're kind of freeYou may have another patient you're workifgen | would watch

the operationWhich was fascinating, I'd never seen this stuff befbhat was very
interesting Then after you'd take the patient back to the recovery room, wait to take the
patient back to their hospital rooifthwas interesting; | thought about medicine at that
point, but as | said | was never a science giglogy was my weakest subject in high
school.Again, | had no particular godlwill add here Stu, that in June of 1970 my

brother fad been in Vietnam for two montrend he was killed by a landmine in
Vietnam.It tore my mother apart, and it made me into a very cynical peXszranly

was| opposed to the war, | now hated the people who brought us in to thiehated
Richard Nixon, | wanted nothing to do with anythikgr those two years in Boston |
basically went into hiding.

Q: Did you find being, were you identified as@scientious objector?
KRAJESKI: I still have my card.
Q: I mean, did people know that, did this attract attention, plus or minus?

KRAJESKI: It's really interestingAs | applied for the Foreign Service, | thought about
two things.One, | thought abowgmoking marijuana in 196&nd two, | thought about

being a conscientious objectdvould those be two barriers that | would have to cross,
after | had passed the written exam and the oral exam and | was preparing for all the
security stufflt was not aall. Indeed, it was looked upon as honorable serViteu

didn't go running to Canada‘frankly | didn't do some of the things that our recent past
presidents did, get a cushy job with the National Guard, keep your college deferment up.
It actually helgd me with the military for the last 10 or 15 years as | worked very closely
with the military in Irag, Yemen, Bahraifihere was a sense that, "Yeah, you did an
honorable thingYou did what you thought was rightAs you know from your work

with the military too, military officers have a very high, keen sense of personal integrity.
To do what you believe is really important to th&o, it was no& problemThe

marijuana thing was no problesither, the FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigation) guy

just said "In 1968, college®K. Forget about it."

Q: Did you inhale?
KRAJESKI: Yeah, | sure did.

Q: A joke of the era where President Clinton was asked if he smoked marijuana and said,
"Well | didn't inhale.”

KRAJESKI: Sort of told you something about Clintdrthink.
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Q: What was the second job you did?

KRAJESKI: | was a file clerkA file clerk at Peter Bent Brigham Hospital, down in the
basement of the hospital, shuffling papers aroiirwas really boringAt the end of it,

couple ofgoodthingshappend. One, | met the woman | subsequently married and am
still married to.lt was during those two yearsh&was the sister of a guy | had known in
college, we had gotten very cloged two, | really wanted to get back to collegdidn't

want to go intanedicine, and | sure as hell ditwant to be a file clerkSo you talk

about motivation and goals, my motivation was "Go back and finish your depgwesnt

back to the University of Massachusetts in '72, and three years later, graduated with my
degreeDid much better by the way, those three years.

Q: When you went back, was it a different university?

KRAJESKI: | was a different persohwas much more matureknew what | wanted, |
wanted to study Russiarthe language and the literature, and dwiSlBnguistics.The
university had a good prograitnke all these big state universities, if you know what you
want, you can find itFind the people who are engaged iThe university became a

very small university for mdt was all in one buildingierter Hall, that's where the

Russian and German departments were, that's where the history department was, that's
where | spent my carednstead of living on campus, in these enormous dormitories that
UMass had at the time, we lived @fmpus in a lite farmhouse over the hill, beautiful
farmland, reminded me of growing up, rode my bicycle to schio@bsa much more
manageable plac&o it was a different university for me.

Q: I went to school in Massachusetts, | went in Williamstown to a coléidjegms.
KRAJESKI: Nice school, got a good reputatidts really isolated up there.
Q: It really is.

KRAJESKI: We used to hitchhike down to New York or drive down there, you could get
to Boston in two hours.

Q: How was Smith?

KRAJESKI: We had whatvas caléd the five colleges ther# you went to any of the
schools you could take courses at any of the otBer$took a couple of courses at
Smith, in NorthamptoriWe liked Northampton a lot, it was a very cool little towWwhen
Hampshire College, bunt Holyoke, and Amherst were the other fdlivass was the
behemoth.

Q: What attracted you to Russian studies?

KRAJESKI: Mostly the languagéd.just found that the language was both beautiful, and
its structure was something | was endlessly interestddvent all the way back to Old

14



Church Slavonic; | went to grad school after, did two years of Slavic linguistics and
literature.There was something about thBhen the romancd&ussia is a very romantic
place.You don't think of Putin being romantiand he ain'tBut Russia is a place in

which romance is importarn®o it was very attractive loved Tolstoy and Pushkin,
Lermontov and the stories that they wrote and tidlaved to be able to read them in
Russian, that's a great thifithe poetry igruly beautiful, Russian poetrystill have a lot

of it in my headlt's a fascinating history, and in those days of course it was the Soviet
Union so it was an interesting place for many aspects.

Q: Did University of Massachusetts have the campus dtsXi

KRAJESKI: That's interesting.took a couple of economic courses; | didn't want to do
just literature and | knew I'd have to find a job eventu&ltid history, and then | did
economics as well.remembered my Marxist economics coutsgas taght by this

Czech guy whose basic point when he began the course was, "Marxist economics is a
joke. It's a system that cannot wothk.the course of this three or four months I'm going

to explain to you not only why the system doesn't work and won't watkan never

work, but why it will bring down the Soviet UnionThis is 1973He said, "Their

economic system will eventually cause the Soviet Union to collapse of its own weight."
Which I think, with other things the 1980s, is what happened.

Q: I recall so many people coming back from the Soviet Union, saying "The damn thing
doesn't work, but why are they 10 feet tall?"

KRAJESKI: I think, 1 don't know if this was a conscious decision of Reagan in '81, '82,
you know the "Evil Empire," but one thing del was ramp up our military spending in a
deliberate provocation to the Soviet Union, to make them do the ¥éasat because he
figured it would bust them economicall@? was it just Reagan being Reagan, being
tough and standing up to the big bad gBy® it worked.l was not a Marxist, | was not a
Communist, | had no particular interest in thdtad not a lot of interest in politics except
for supporting George McGovern in '72m from Massachusetts, and | voted for
McGovern, the only state lveon. Otherwise... that stuff drifted away a little.

Q: Were you very interested in the Cold War or was it more Russian rather than Soviet
Union?

KRAJESKI: Oh, it was more Russia@ne of the reasons | left grad school, just as | was
going into the doctad track | decided to cut it off, wasagly because | was getting a

little tired of Russian literater We had moved more into the modern era; if you were
going to write your thesis and do doctoral work in Russian literature, you really had to
focus on smebody in the modern era, and | was not nearly as interested in them.
Solzhenitsyn.

Q: I find it interesting, coming ouhore recently.

KRAJESKI: Couple of writers out there, | don't follow it much more.
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Q: I don't either, you think about the music ahd literature of the bygone era, just
incredible.

KRAJESKI: I was just reading Chekov the other day, one of the most brilliant wiSers.
that was part of il was not interested so much in the Soviet Union or in the political
system as | was in thedrature, the history.

Q: You got your B.A. when?

KRAJESKI: In '75.Then | did two years of graduate work at the University of North
Carolina in Chapel Hill, with the intention of going on to get a doctorate in Russian
literature, or Slavic linguisticsr@womparative literaturewhen | first started | wasn't

quite sure what track I'd be dnwas in the Russian department, and | did two years
toward the master'shad literally taken all th courses, passed all the exahvgas in the
library researchig my thesisl was again looking at a fairly modern Russian writer, who
had written in the 1920&nd | went into the back stacks of the library at the University
of North Carolinal went back to find a volume of criticism that had been written about
this poet's workThe book had been written in 1937, the library had purchased it in 1937.
This is 1977, and | was the first one to take it bldoked at it, and | said, "l have to do
something more real with my lifel'went home that day and | saf@onnie”- we were
married then, she was working in Chapel HIlI'm not going to do this.And | left.

Q: Two thingsin the first place, what was the background of your wife?

KRAJESKI: She is born in Boston, Jamaica Pl&mew up in BostonHer famly's

Jewish, reforrdews.They were either very wealttor very poorHer father was a
businessman, he had successes and faildeedied when she was quite young, Hér

mom was left basically with a big house in Boston but not a lot of incBhewenback

and got her degree in teaching dyslexic children how to read, and worked at a private
school.Bonnie had a couple of older brothers but both have 8ieel went to the

University of Mass, tod.didn't know her when she first went, | met her wherehtito
Boston to do this work, and my friend, her older brother who passed away shortly after
that, he introduced me to his sistéine grew up in a wealthy refordewish community,

but not very heavy on religion at all.

Q: Boston is a very ethnic citirish are very strong there.

KRAJESKI: Oh, they areMy daughter married an O'Connell, we're very happy.

Q: Boston Irish are not usually overly tolerant towards Jews.

KRAJESKI: Actually, Boston- the Jewish community had moved from Dorchester and
Blue Hill Avenue, Franklin Park if you know Boston at all, these are not far from

Jamaica Plain where my wife grew lut they gradually moved out in her father's
generation in the 1950s and 19608eyhad moved from Dorchester as that became
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more of a blaclarea and Hispanid:he Jews had moved to Brookline and to the suburbs.
| was never aware and Bonnie was never aware of any big co&fietwent to Girls

Latin School which was the premiere girls' high school in BoSbre.hated every

minute of it, to this day she will not speak a word of Latin, except when she'sgireink
sings, "Santa Claus ad opidum weén(Laughter)She and her friend from high school,
whatever you think about Facebook it connects people, she emtedrwith her best

friend from high school who still lives in Bostofihey went to their reunion, 40th must

be by now, last yeaBhe still hated it, didn't like walking into it, didn't like high school at
all. The Irish kids, they ran the citioston isa great cityWe like the north end, that's

our favorite.

Q: I met Michael Curley once.
KRAJESKI: Really?The famous Boston mayoYYas he in jail or out of jail?

Q: He was well retired by this time, this is '54 | thiiy teacher in political science
asked him to come up and talk to us.

KRAJESKI: He's a famous Boston mayéte was elected from jail; he was in jail and
won. That's the story anyway.

Q: Well he was elected from jail, but he was sent to jail for taking an exam for somebody
else, for on®f his constituents.

KRAJESKI: Gotta serve your constituents!

Q: Did you find the attitude at the University of North Carolina different than the
University of Massachusett§¥ere you in the South, really?

KRAJESKI: We thought we werd.had never livednywhere but Massachusettadn't
traveled anywherd'd been to Canada; Canada doesn't count when you're in New
England.l had never really been anywhe@nce we took a trip to New York Cit$o
North Carolina for us was a little exotic. Chapel H#éi'aniversity town, so it's a lot like
Amherst.Smaller, but the university is why the town is th&ke thought we were in the
South but frankly the Carolinians considered themselves "CaroliniBimsy.re not like
the Mississippi and Alabama and Georgiks$, "This is Carolina, it's special.liked it
very much.

Q: It has accepted an awful lot of industry from Europe.

KRAJESKI: The Research Triangle was just starting when | was there, '75 towéa

all about CarolinaOne thing that was differentat UMass, | never paid any attention to
sports.| never went to a basketball game, | never went to a football game, didn't really
know how the team did from one year to the niéxtiasn't a big parCarolina-
EVERYBODY cared about basketball, youdtvand died for the Tar Heels and how they
did. Of course, they were always in the top tealkig big memory was ridingn the car
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with a couple of new friends | had mém 25 years old now, in graduate schddiey

were talking in the front seat about@yeSmith- "Dean Smith this and Dean Smith that.”
| wasn't paying a lot of attentioBo you know who Dean Smith i$?ound out, because

| said from the back seat, "Who's Dean Smithatxschool is he dean ofRhd they
stopped the car and they openeddber and they said, "Get out and walkhen you

learn who Dean Smith is, you can ride in this car ag&le’s the coach of the basketball
team.His name is Dean Smith and he was coach for 35 years, he was God on campus.
They painted the streets CaroliBaie during the basketball gamd&$e town was
deserted, you were either at Camefarena)watching- Cameron?hat may have been
Duke, the arckenemy But sports was bigAt grad school you didn't have to pay as much
attention to itBut that was a diffieence. We loved it, we loved Chapel Hill, just a
beautiful place.

Q: At that time, how stood your feeling towards civil rights?

KRAJESKI: That wasn't something | thought about very much, frakias doing
Russian literature, | was immerseddnme andPunishmenand Pushkin's poetryused

to ride my bike back from our little house out in the woods, right next to where James
Taylor was born and raised, the singgorgeous place, we had a dog, walked in the
woods, were just married, doing Russligéerature.Wasn't really thinking about (tivil
rights) We had friends from the area, so peripherally you got a sEheee was alse
Chapel Hill is divided by railroad tracks, between Chapel Hill and Carri@aawboro,
which is technically part d€hapel Hill or not depending on who you talk to, Carrboro is
the black section of towiCarrboro, folks worked in Carrboro, they didn't go to the
university.There was a real split that | was only vaguely aware of, being a Russian
literature major, kind oh dumb Northernett just wasn'{on my scope)l remembered
going visiting a friend who lived in an old slave cabin that had been refurbished into a
little house; | thought it was a very cool place, where he liveemember visiting a

friend of my wife's, and her family who lived in the eastern part of the state which was
very divided and racist, and they werhere was a lot of talk around the dinner table that
was very upsetting-or them, it was very natural talking about "the blacks;" it wasyreal
quite shockingThen of course, there was the big si§s.you drove out to the beach,
there's an enormous sign, "Welcome-tbforget the name of the towri'Home of the

Ku Klux Klan." So, it was thereBut | frankly spent my time on campuswas sill very
insulated.

Q: Well when did going into the Foreign Service hit your radar?

KRAJESKI: It had always been in the back of my mind; it had fallen pretty much by the
wayside as | was doing Russian literatet we left school, we decided we hadyet
serious, 27 years old, it's tim@&lilliam Buckley said, "A man at 24 has to decide what he
wants to be at 27," | don't know why that was in my head but itS@sfigured, "lI've

got to figure out what it is | want to do with my life, and it's noihgdio be teaching
Russian literatureNot going to be an associate professor at the University of Southern
Alabama teaching Russian literaturd/e took a long trip across country in our
Volkswagen Bug, drove all over the U.S. and Canada and ended u [Baston.

Literally the first week | was back in Boston, we're living with Bonnie's mom in the big
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house in Bostor.went downtown to the federal building and walked into the lobby and
there's a big poster saying, "Sign up for the Foreign Service eXéas.'only once a year
in those days, in Decembdihis is probably July that | saw thidooked at it, and | said,
"Hey | think I'm going to take the exani.8igned up to take the exairtook it at Boston
College in December of 197A&nd passedBoom.In those days, it was hard to find a job,
too. This was high inflation, this is Jimmy Carténflation was running at 12 and 14
percent 12% inflation!Unemployment was high, interest rates were through the roof.
Remember the days of stagflation and Whiiation Now, this is Jerry Fordt's

amazing, we have no inflation now and our unemployment rate is down to what, five
percentBumps up occasionally to 1@.was high, it certainly was hard to find a job for
a kid with my limited experience, mostlyagt school and things with Russian literatdire.
was offered a job as an assistant Slavic bibliographer at Boston Univiensity just

about to take it when the Foreign Service came through.

Q: When did you take the oral exam?
KRAJESKI: In June of "78six months after the written exam.
Q: Do you recall any of the questions that were asked?

KRAJESKI: | sure dol still raise them from time to tim&ssentially a different exam
process now, and | think a more effective processme, it was four Forgnh Service
officers in a room like this, me sitting here, them sitting there, and they could basically
ask you anything they wanted to as far as | canTklt is 1978:'Compare the reaction

in the United States to the recent deaths of Elvis PresleBiagdCrosby. " That was one
guestion that I got.also got, "Compare Marxist economics with Keynesian economics,
and tell us which of those systems is most likely to succé&déw very little about
Keynesian economics, only stuff that went back to ngengraduate days; Marxist | had
a better sense ofhe Bing Crosby one, by the way, | judtfigured all they wanted me

to do was just bullshit, see how articulate | am at bullshitfihgt worked outl

remember those two questions quite specificdlhen | remember thedbox test.You

had the iRbox test?

Q: I didn't have the ifbox test.

KRAJESKI: This was their attempt to be a little more mod&wm after the exam, literally
after the oral which was thremda-half, four hours, it was long, intdew, they brought
me out into another room and there was a desk with-aoxrand an odbox. The inbox
was piled high with various stuff, papers, clips, those little yellow phone mes3aggs.
said, "You have one houWe want you to go through andqritize your inbox. What

are the things you have to do right awayRat are the projects that you can pass on to
somebody else to d&¥hat can you leave in your-tmox a little while longer?!
remember having to do that as wélhat may still be parf the oral exam, something
like that.It was really very interesting.hen they came out at the end of that hour and
said, "OK, you passedl'said, "OK!"
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Q: When did you come into the Foreign Service?

KRAJESKI: June of '79Eighteen months after | todke Foreign Service exam which |
learned after | became the director of the Career Development and Assignments in 2008,
is still the amount of time it takes to bring somebody in that's passed the written exam.
We lose a lot of people because it takes&imbnths from that written exam until we

give somebody a job.

Q: We lose so many people who say, "I've got something else going."

KRAJESKI: I had literally two months before the Foreign Service called, accepted the
job at Boston Universityl.didn't realy want to do it, but it was the first professional job |
had been offered.was substitute teaching, | was working in a computer magazine in
1978 in Bostonl worked for the Census Bureau doing housing surdyad all these
jobs as | was trying to fohsomething | could establish a professionTimen they called,
and | told Boston University, "No, I'm going into the Foreign Service."

Q: What'd you do in this interim time?

KRAJESKI: While waiting?This is what | did, a substitute teacher at NewtoghHi

School, which is a hard jobid the housing survey for the Census which consisted of
knocking on doors in some really rough sections of Boston and asking people how many
toilets they had, how much they got paid, how many children there were, whether th

had plumbing problem&.hey do this every five years with the same houses, so that we
have this sense of what housing in the U.S. is likeea really interesting surveldidn't

like that job very muchThen | worked for a crazy editor, who publigdhee magazine
calledComputers and Peopl€his is 1978, so personal computers are just beginning.
They were huge, | remember being trained on one, a word processor, in 1978.

Q: They were sort of Wang type...

KRAJESKI: This one was bigger than the Waritpe processor itself was as big as these
cabinets, and it had keyboards attached to it, and a stireers amazing that you could
write and then edit eacreen, shift things aroundisname( t he magazwane edit or
Ed BerkeleyEd had this magazirteat was gaining in popularity because people were
getting more interested in this notion of personal computiwgs one of his editors and
there was a small staff, and we were pushing, and | thought, "This could develop into
something.'But Ed was crazyEd believed that everything is a conspiradg.believed

that the assassinations of Martin Luther King and John F. Kennedy and Bobby Kennedy
were all connectedde had another magazine calleeople and the Pursuit of Trutthis

is what he really likedo do- write about the Mexican conspirators who sheltered Lee
Harvey Oswald before the assassinattéa.gradually fell off the edge of the table, and |
joined the Foreign Service.

Q: 1 don't think you can go wrong by underestimating...

20



KRAJESKI: Oh tha was by far the more popular magaziBSebscriptions on that were
going through the roof, whil€omputers and Peoplerhich he wasn't paying any
attention to, was suffering.

Q: OK.You came in when?
KRAJESKI: June of 1979.
Q: What was your A00 coursdike, how did it go?

KRAJESKI: A-100 was six weeks in those daltsvas under the olflaw), before the
Foreign Service Act of 1980 which came into effect in ‘81 orS82we were the 141st
A-100 classThere were 45 of us in it, 12 or 15 of whom wEIRIA (United States
Information Agency) officers=ffectively we had about 32 generalisiere were eight
women, the rest were mefhere were four minoritiesone AfricarAmerican woman,
three AfricanAmerican menSo mostly still white guys=rom allover the country,
different universitiesWe had a couple of Harvard guys, couple of Princeton guys but
otherwise UMass, University of Minnesofavariety of folks.l was 29 years old, and 29
was the average age of the class and the average age of Sawiipe officers entering
the Foreign Service; it still is today.

Q: I think it was 29, | came in in '55.

KRAJESKI: Yep. It's amazing how that has remained constant, even at a time we took
people as old as 55 into the Foreign Servitmse days, whencame in | thinkd5 was

the upper limit and 21 vgathe lower limit.There were a few of my class right out of
undergrad; most of us had done other things, grad school or worked at something, often
NGOs (norgovernmental organizatio)Ve had our share ofelace Corps volunteers in
there.lt was an eye open€fhere were some really interesting people in the clagas

very excited by the waythey paid me $16,000 a yearcould not believe that | was

going to make $16,000 a year, that was just astomgshin

Q: I got $35001t was a different timdt went farther but it still...

KRAJESKI: Another great thing is, in the six months before that, Bonnie got pregnant.
She loves it when | phrase it like thind we had no health insuran¢evas working all
these partime jobs.Bonnie had some health insurance through the job shé\fexdiere
really concerned about how we were going to pay for the birth of the baby, let alone
having a babySo suddenly we're in the Foreign Service and not only do | havadyste
job with a salaried income, we've got health insurance, too!

Q: How did you find the course?
KRAJESKI: I loved it! | was so excited.was excited about getting a jdbwas excited

about doing something that | had always been kind of interestétigugh it had been
sidetracked for a long timéwas excited, the more | read, the more | learned abdut it.
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was incredibly excited about the travel, about the prospect of going to a place like
Katmandu, Nepal, which is where | went for my first t&o.1 was thrilled Anything

they did, | was happy witlAs | look back on it and talk to others, there was a lot of
useless stuff in the-A00 classl do think they do a good job of trying to give you a
sense of what the Foreign Service really is, nowybatre in it.| remember Steve
Dawkins, the head of our-A00, saying "It's foreign; you're all going to go off to foreign
countries, you're not going to stay here, your first assignments aren't going to be in the
United StatesBut the big word here isérvice,' and | want to talk to you about service."
That's something that has run through my whole career, "You're now going to have an
opportunity to serve your country®hd this was big for md.was very excited about it.

Q: Did you have a sense ybu were representing a country that really has something
important in the world to do?

KRAJESKI: No question, yealThere was a sense of missidlaw, this is 1979The last
year of CarterThe hostages hadn't been taken Bet.there was a real sendat we

were going to be representatives of one if not the leading power in the Wotldnly

were we powerful economically, powerful militarily, we were oful socially and

morally. It was very interesting to develop that last point, both-Ii08 andhrough the
course of your careerare we really in a position of moral leadership and what does that
mean as you approach some of the issues that you're going to confront in your career?
But there was always a sengenot moral tharethical in what youdo, that you could do
good.Serve your country and serve the wotldon't want to overplay that either, but it
was there and it was part of it.

Q: As | do these interviews, I'm amazed but not amazed, | accepted the fact that our
people get involved ithings, "Gee, these people don't have a vote in-andrsuch a
country, we've got to do something about@ther countries, their representatives sit on
the sidelines and say, "That's the way it is."

KRAJESKI: Most of my career has been spent in theldi® East where the notion of

one person, one vote, the notion of being able to change your government through a
political process that is fair and open and relatively accessible, this is not an idea that
resonates mightily througbut the Middle East, artths not and still does ntutday.

There are points in@reer, and | think that happens with a lot of officers, where you say,
"OK, that's goodBut we need to think about what the priorities of the United States are,
here today, this year, and franklg\ne going to put the human rights and democracy

stuff a bit to the side and we're going to focus on that base in Bahrain."

Q: So for example the role of women in the Middle East.

KRAJESKI: Yes.We can if we do it right, if we're careful and we're selhscious, we
can have great effedtvhen we go irwith, "We're the United States, we're the greatest
country in the world, we're going to tell you how this works," then we\léd.see this so
often, yet still you hear the political leadership in tosintry saying, "We're the best,
we're the smartest, we're the biggest, whleestrongest, we're the exampeerybody
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should be like us.Doesn't workThat message just doesn't sell in Bahrain, in Iraq, in
Brazil, it just doesn'tOther people don't ant to hear that diplomat in the other room
saying, "Too bad you're not American, I'm so lucky I'm an American."

Q: Huge debatewWe're still, there's something in the American psyche that wants to prod,
not to acceptWe might not do anything about it.

KRAJESKI: I think that's important, we do have to stand up against injustice, we have to
point out violations, abuses of human riglgahrain was a perfect example of trying to
balance this | think not only natural but rightful tenderidyere is at timea vacuum of

moral leadership in the world and sometimes we have step into it.

Q: Back to A100.What did you ask for?

KRAJESKI: You know, | came in with almost 4/4 Russian, | tested only atl 368k
this damn MLAT testDo you remember the MLAT, the ddiern Language Aptitude
Test?

Q: I got a 65.

KRAJESKI: | got an 85It was a perfect score, they only saw one of those aVhbar.
reason | did it was completely coincidentélyou do linguistics, if you study Slavic
linguistics, you go back to Old Crah Slavonic and Protmdo-EuropeanAnd the
language that is closest, according to linguists that | was working with then, te Proto
Indo-European is Kurdish, becausetKurds have preserved more of their basic
structures, living up in the mountains dighting off the Arabs and Turks and Persa
for centuries and centurieSo, the MLAT, the vocabulary and sowiethe structures the
MLAT usesas an example for you is Kurdish, or Priido-Europeanlf you're a

linguist, the MLAT is nothingl don't krow if it really measures how well you can really
learn a language, which is the purpose of giving it to f@ksanyway, when | got the 85
in it, it influenced my assignments, influenced my carder.done a lot of languages.

First, | wanted to go tde Soviet Union "I've got Russian, | want to go to Moscow,
that's where I'm going to spend my care&his is 1979, 1980, this is the defining
relationship for the United States, "I've got Russian, I've got some background in the
history and the culturand politics of the place, that's where | should geetmember the
counselor saying, "We do not send first tour officers to criteria countf@sneed to go
out and prove your loyalty first so we trust y@therwise, not going to g@on't even
think about it, there's none on the listlere were none on the lidthere was one job on
the list for the Russia desk; there were only two or three jobs that were in thelStates.
was not at all interested in staying in the StaBesinie and | looked at ¢hlist and said,
"We're going to pick the places that we think are the coolest, that are the most interesting,
that we know nothing about, or we just like the nariée’'chose Katmandu, Lahore,
Ouagadougou (which 1 still can't spelRecife, Brazil was othe list, mostly consular
jobs, visa jobsThe one in Katmandu was a general services officer job; | had no idea
what a general services officer was, none, Zezame in by the waywith cones; we
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were the first class to come in coneatimin, consulampolitical, economicl had no idea.

| was coned admin.remember talking to my A00 guy and saying, "What is thigige
said, "Don't pay any attention to it, it's HR (Bureau of Human Resources) trying yet
another system, it won't last, ignore it, jusineoin."He was right actuallylt was what

we called a JORP position in Katmandu, junior officer rotational prodrdrd.all the

work in the embassy including GSO (general services officer) and budget and fiscal, | did
consularBut that's how we chosese looked at it and "OK, what are places we think
would be cool to go to in parts of the world that are more unlik@ie'didn't want to go

to Manila, lots of jobs in ManilaMexico City, oof, a big chunk of them, all visas.
London had a lot, London indke days was a big visa miBlombay, another big visa

mill. We just didn't want to go. We wanted to go to a smaller place in an exotic locale,
and we got Katmandu.

Q: This is a good place to stople'll pick this up when you went to Katmandu, Nepal.
Howlong were you there?

KRAJESKI: Two yearsl came out of A100, did six months of Nepaliagain, that's the

reason they said they were going to send me to Nepal, | had to have Nepali and because |
had a perfect score, | was good at languages so pmklup Nepali in six months and

we'll send you offlt turns out the assignment didn't start until June of 1980, so | ended

up doing the budget and fiscal course, the consular course, the general services officer
coursel worked on the Nepal desk for tvmaonths before | went out, and | did Nepali.

Went in June of 1980, the last year of Carter.

Q: Do you remember where we left off?

KRAJESKI: We left off just before my first assignment to Katmandie probably have
to pick up the pace a little biKatmandu in 1980.

Q: Today is the 4th of March 2016 with Tom Krajeskiave a hard time, my Serbian
comes in'Krai" means "and"...

KRAJESKI: "Nash krai" meansdur country" in Polish.

Q: You left A100 when?

KRAJESKI: I finished A-100 in Julyof "79and then | went off and did a couple of
months on the Nepal desk and then started language trdididgsix months of Nepali
language training.

Q: Where does Nepali fit into the language spectrum?

KRAJESKI: It's an IndeEuropean language, very clasehe Hindi, Urdu, Fardbranch
of Indo-EuropeanThe far east of Ind&curopeanlt's fairly closely related to HindA lot

of Farsi.l actually found other Ind&uropean roots in it, todt's a very accessible
language, kind of a simple languay@rbtenses are straightforward, they have no real
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future tense because they're reluctant to discuss the future, that's for the gods to decide.
It's a link language in Nepahere's a lot of tribal languagdtyou're educated in Nepal

you speak Nepali, butoyt might also speak Hindi or even Englighere's a small

contingent of English speakers because of the Brits and the Gurkhas and that relationship.

Q: You went there when?

KRAJESKI: 1980.1 did six months oNepali, then | did the general servicescsf
course, the budget and fiscal officers course, ConGen Ropaslyve called it in those
days, the consular officer coursenay have done political training; they basically filled
up another six months and I arrived in Katmandu in June 1980.

Q: Youwere there for two years?
KRAJESKI: Yes.
Q: Who was the ambassador there?

KRAJESKI: When | first arrived, it was a Carter political appointee who had also just
arrived in an election year, a guy hamed Phil TrimHewas the head t¢ie American
Bicentennial Everest Expedition 1976 He had summited Evereste was a deputy
mayor of New York City and also a lawyer, a UCLA (University of Califorias
Angeles) law professofm not sure how those all connected at a certain pdatvas
knownto the Democrats and because of his mountaineering and his love for Repal
really loved Nepat he was appointed in Carter's last year to be ambassador, and he
arrived only a few weeks before | did in June of 1980.

Q: I interviewed a lady who was ammdsador to Jamaica who had climbed Everest; she
got almost to the top but they had a storm that came up and they came down.

KRAJESKI: Smart move.
Q: How did the embassy strike you?

KRAJESKI: There was a lot abothie embassy that really appealed to Riest, | was

the only junior officer we called them JORPs in those days, junior officer rotational
program, so | was a JORRwas fortunate enoughl had studied Nepali before | went
with Nancy Powell, who went on to have one of the most illustrioreecain the

Foreign ServiceShe was the consular offic&he had arrived at post a couple of months
before we didl arrived with my wife and a sironth old babyThe alministrative

officer, Herb Derener, was a real professionalvonderful manHe taok me under his
wing first. | was the budget and fiscal officer, | was the assistant GSO (general services
officer), | was the viceonsul in the consular sectieNancy was the only consular
officer - and | was junior political officer and the ambassadaide But for the first six
months | had to learn budgetiridhad to run the motor podiwas a Russian literature
major; | could barely balance a checkbobkad the six week course in budget and fiscal
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and budgetingand | had the three week course in contracting and general services stuff
all of which | found really interesting but quite outside of anything | had done or studied
before.Herb was just a delightful mahle was like a 2&ear admin guy, knew

everythirg insideout.

Q: What was the local employee admin staff like?

KRAJESKI: They were actually very professional, thank Ggédu remember your first
tour, you come in and you really are grelenthe budget and fiscal section there were
eight or nine clerkbeaded by Mr. Gotiali who was a tall, thin, very traditional
consenative NepaliNepalis worea suit jacket over a folded shirt with a kind of a dhoti,
sandals, what they call their tofhese jaunty little hats they weon their heads, sort of
sidewas. Mr. Gorkhali - his English was perfect, he'd been trained by the Brtgh

kept me out of jail frankly; | didn't know what | was doi@@prkhali could have taken
every penny!

Q: One of the greatest things we have in the Foreign Service is thestaffavho
handhold the junior officers coming througfey must say, "Oh God here comes
another one."

KRAJESKI: They were so generous with nespecially Mr. Gorkali. | remember the
cashier because | had to do the cash cotlihere were a lot of banks town but a lot of
Americans came to the embassy to cash their travelers' checks and get cash, so | had to
do cash countBetween Herb Deraer and Mr. Gorkali | survived and even learned
how to do it which | found really valuable in my subsequenteratkat | had a sense for
money in and money ouWhat do we spend it on?'had to negotiate rental contracts
with landlords Work with the motor poolFirst day | arrived, literally within 24 hours of
my arrival, the DCM (deputy chief of missipra gy named Dick BoehmDick went on

to become ambassadobthink to CyprusBut he was an older vet, probably had 20 years
in the Foreign Service, maybe mofad he really didn't like the new ambassador, he
thought having a political ambassador was kind sflapHe was an old Foreign Service
guy. Plus the ambassador had replaced a guy named Doug Heck who was one of the
most respected of the South Asia hands.

Q: I knew his wife Ernie.

KRAJESKI: Ernie was still there.

Q: She and | were in Saigaagether.Ernie took care of my cat.

KRAJESKI: Ernie's part of this story.hey were still there when | arrive@ihey were

being transferredoug had fallen quite ill and had a long, lingering illnéskon't know

if he had been diagnosed then, but Emas still there when | arrive@ithin 24 hours

of my arrival, Dick Boehm called me into his office and called in the head of the motor

pool, the dispatcher T.B. Lama, and he just laid into this guy, just cursing at him,
shouting at him, what an idiot keas because one of his drivers had taken Ernie Heck out
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to a village two days before and had run out of Jagas serious business in 1980 to run

out of gasThere are no telephones, there's no village nearby that you can walk to and use
their telephoneo get helpThe radios that we had in the vehicles had limited raBge.

they were kind of stuckeventually a truck came along and they got some gasoline,
siphoned it, and got themselves bagkt Boehm was furious with the dispatcher for

allowing a velrcle with insufficient gasoline to go out, to take the previous ambassador's
wife out on a visitl'm just standing therget-lagged.| had met Boehm like twminutes

the day before, and he just howling.The dispatcher is shaking, there are tearssn hi
eyes.Then he turns to me and says, "Krajegku're in charge of the motpool - you

fix this! Dismissed!"

Early impressionsThe ambassadgny the waywas a delightful martle was about 45

years old, recently divorcetlle was an avid mountain clioer.When he arrived he made

it clear he was going to climb mountains and he was going to sleep with as many young
women as would have himAll consensual of course, thank G@&lit he paired up with

this beautiful young Peace Corps volunteer and went off on a trek, so when | arrived, he
wasn't thereA week later, he hadn't come ba8a Boehm called me to his office and

said, "All right kid, you speak Nepal.ou're going out vth Prem Singh* Prem was the
senior local in the defense attaché's office, an army guy, spoke good English, good
Nepali.Boehm sid, "You're going out to find this dumb son of a bitdW& jumped into

an army jeep and drove out of the valley and downtmadills, we had a chanting

Buddhist monk sitting in the back seat and these army guys and we rode till the road
endedLiterally, a landslide hadinocked it out, so we had wealk. We walked for a day

to a village to where we hooked up with the ambassacdho had hurt his fooHe and

his gorgeous Peace Corps volunteer were being feted by the locals, waiting for somebody
to come get himWhich is what we didl can remember sittingwe had a big dinner for

the ambassador that night, the chief of thiage slaughtered many goatsemember

sitting and eating with my hand, squatting on the flowhich is really hard to do, how

the South Asians sit on their haunchesad to put a piece of wood under my heels to

keep the balancénd | thought, "I love this job."I'd been incountry one month and was
just fascinated with itSo first impressions were good.

Q: How'd the ambassador treat you, calling him back to duty?

KRAJESKI: Oh, he was quite happy to see H® had these wirammed glassesie

wasa good looking guy, kind of thin, goofy smilde was just as happy as could He.

loved being ambassador to Nep&fe went whitewater canoeing together, the Marines,
on the Sun Kosi River that comes out of Mount Everest, it runs along the Chinese road,
from the Chinese bordeFouror five times on a Saturday we loaded up the Marine van
with inflatable canoes and rode up the road to whitewater ciheeDCM just wanted

me to go with him, "l want you to go with him, keep track of this guweént trekking

with him a couple of timed he second best part of all of this was Nancy Powell in the
consular sectiorLet's face it, Nepal was not a very busy place diplomatically.
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Q: Was the haj for drugs pretty well ceased by this tifit@8 used to be the Shandg a
of drug trade.

KRAJESKI: No, it hadn't.It was one of the stops on the hashish trail that went from
Luxembourg used to take the cheap flight, this is my cohort, | grestltom high

school in '68; but you'd take the cheap flight to Luxembourg on Icelandic Airlines, then
rent a vanhitchhike, take the trains, makeur way down to Istanbul, to Tehran, to
Kabul, to KatmanduAnd then to BangkokAnd this is 1980, so thabutehad been cut

the ranian Revolution had cut that ro&b people that were in Katmandu, unless they
had the wherewithal to get to Bangkok and fly out, they were kind of stuck Tinene

was a large community of European, Australian, and American higpieg.were stillm
that 1960s hippy mode.

Q: I was consul general in Athens in the '70s, and the Greek police would pick up
vanloads full of stuff and put them in jail, we had to go visit.

KRAJESKI: It was similar.The Nepali police would run scams sometimes and plant

drugs on unsuspecting tourists and then arrest them, come to us and say "We've got
Americans," and then they'd want to negotiate with me on how much the American could
payfor bail in order to get ouMarijuana was illegal in Nepal at the time, but we'd walk
down this one street that was called "Freak Stréidtad hashish brownies advertised on
sideboards on the side of the str@&sinnie and | were walking down there onae, were

a young married agle.I'm a Foreign Service officer now so the hair is trimmed, and
we're walking down this street and Bonnie looked around and said "My God, we're back
in 1968, except this time we're the Young Republicans.”

We had the WTs, the world travelers, and peaame to Nepal to climb mountains, to
seek nirvana, for the drugs, because they were advenflinesscame to Nepal because
they were crazyWe had a lot of people who were just out and out mentally unbalanced,
who would come to Nepal just because Katchahad this attractioMy point here is of

all the sections of the embassy including the ambassador's-adfickas much as | like
budget and fiscal, it wasn't particularly excitipe consular section was the most

active, exciting place in the emlsgsSo | spent a lot of time working with Nancy Powell
on these citizen services cadesst passports, people who'd get drugged out and get into
accidentsWe had a crazy heiress of the Parker Pen company, Penny Parker, well known
to any consular offican South Asia because she used to bounce from Bangkok to Delhi
to Katmandu to KarachShe had trust fund, and Ewyer who paid her money out of

the trust fundBut she was seriously mentally imbalanc8de would come in and live in

a little room in Kamandu for like a hundred rupees a week, that's likebiingks a week.
She wouldprostitute herself to cab driveiShe was once arrested naked, riding the king's
statue- the king on a horse in front of tie'1111"- naked.Because of the way our
systemworked- there were no psychiatrists, no practicing medical psychgitnist
Katmandu.There was one British guy who'd kind of do it but nobody would declare
someonencompetentThe Nepalee believe crazy people abdessedRiding naked on

t h e Iaoarse, ghétsvas a little too much, but people who were a little off were
somehow touched by the gods.
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Q: Folk tales in the United States talk about Indian tribes, if they'd run across an
American who was pretty nuts, they'd give him or her a pass.

KRAJESKI: There was this belieThe police also didn't really want to mess with them,
they didn't want the hassle of dealing with crazy Amesc&n they would call Nancy or
me, and we'd go down to the jail and bail Penny Diaere were a half dozen others just
like her, | can tell consular storiegou know how it is in the Foreign Service, your
consular tour and | had three of them, | was a consular cone officer lateyan can

tell consular stories foreveBut the work | really enjoyed in the embass)swiae

consular work.

Q: Talking about the constraints. When | was a consular officer early on, back in the '50s
and '60s, we could get a local doctor who may or may not have been a psychiatrist to
declare somebody incompetent and then we would get soyn@biavel with them, give

them a shot of something to make them sleepy until we got to New York where the public
health service would pick them dpvas in Yugoslavia, and we had a number of people
there.Then the lawyers got in and said, "You can'tltt anymore.'So that meant they

were freelywandering around.

KRAJESKI: We used to get them to the next consular district and let your colleague
know in Bombay that "Penny's headed to Bomb@pére she is, she'd have to deal with
Penny for a while.

Q: Also in Yugoslavia, got a call from somebody, "Oh something awful happ&met."
I'd say, "Where are you locatedRlaybe they were in Zagreb's district.

KRAJESKI: "I'll call the consulate in Zagreblt was interesting workVe had a large
Peace Corpsontingent, my first dealings with the Peace Covide.had a huge AID

(United States Agency for International Development) misgbore thing that struck me

as a junior officer was"competition" would be the friendly wordbetween the
ambassador and tiAdD director; probably the truer word would be "conflicthesetwo

guys didn't like each otherh& AID director had a budget 10 times the ambassador's.
Trimble by the way didn't last very long because Carter lost the election and Phil had to
go homel remember he wept on election night when he realized he only had a month or
two left in Nepal, he was very unhappyhenext administrationfppointed a Foreign
Service officer, Carleton Coo@arleton and Jane Coon were the first ambassadorial
tandem cople.

Q: They were heavy in the academic world.
KRAJESKI:Ca | et o n 'asthrdpalagyhtextbablswas "Anthro 101" in every
university in the countryl. never met his father, but | liked hif@arleton]very muchHe

was an experienced, professional agfi

Q: I have to askT'he woman ambassadeor
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KRAJESKI: Margarita Maytag, of the Maytag fortune.
Q: What stories can you tell of that?

KRAJESKI: She was still there when | arrived in 198he had been Ford's ambassador,
and she stayed on, she refusettave when Ford lost the election to Carter, she loved
being ambassador so mudtot only did she refuse to leave, she didn't want to leave the
residenceBhe finally was persuaded to leave the resideatighese stories are secend
hand, by the wayShe finally left the residence and then she staye&loarented a

house (she was wealthy) and she still from time to time would put a flag on front of her
car as she was driven around, and she acted a lot like the amba&padoently she was

a little off as well; spoiled rich kid | guesknever met her, shmay have been gone by

the timel arrived.

Q: The stories about her are marghe apparently went through the Marine guards.

KRAJESKI: I heard this tooThese are secondnd thirdhand storiesApparently she

lived next to the defense attaché who made these assignations, arrangementsk for her.
don't know how true that was, kutt parsof the folklore of the Foreign Service in
KatmanduWe also got a new DCM by the way, Peter Burle@@he of he best as well,

it was his first DCM, he went on to be ambassador to Sri Lanka, he was deputy
ambassador at the UN (United Nations), a real South AsiaHgy retired for some

years now but was chargé in Delhi agagoently they keep calling him bacReter was

a wonderful guy.

Q: I'll have to look him up, I'm not sure whether we've interviewed him.

KRAJESKI: I don't know.He was one of the first, not openly but not closeted, gays in

the Foreign Service as wellonderful guy. used to go to his affe first in the morning

and say, "Peter, what do you want me to do todiag?ot the budget done, I've

negotiated thiteasé - we got a new assistant GSO so | didn't have to do a lot of GSO
work after a whileWe'd talk aboutvhatNancywas doing in cosular It was a small

embassy; you're very tight with people, you tend to have dinner with each other, you play
softball together and tennif.you've got kids, the kids are all playing togeth&e had a

larger AID communitylf | hadn't already been #rusiastic about the Foreign Service

Q: What was the political situation®t one point it really got messy.

KRAJESKI: It was after that timé/Nhen | was there the king was very much the king,
the "young king" as he was then, he was King Birendrapiileevho was killed by his

son, the son killed both his mother and father in 20@drendra was just a boy when |
was there, 10 or 12 years old, it was a big sBmendra was the kingrhe Parliament

was active, the king's power was limited by the Barént.Parliament was controlled by
the Ranas and the Shahs, those were the two big families in Nepal, wealthy educated
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families.Ninety-five percent of the country was illiterate, uneducated, and dirt poor; five
percent ran the countryhere were no Masts.

Q: Did the exGurkhas play any role?

KRAJESKI: In Gurkha they did because they were relatively rich compared to the rest of
the residentsWWhen we traveled in that regiersurkhas by the way are not just Nepalis,
they come from a particular regiamNepal, and were recruited specifically by the

British because it was a Gurkha army that defeated the British indt&23. The Brits

being real smart said, "OK, we won't fight these guys, we'll recruit thénic¢h is what

they did.When | visited Gtkha, which | did a couple of times when | was thats not

too far from Katmandu, about an eight or 10 hour drive then maybe an eight hour walk.
In those days you measured distance by how many days to walk; you still do in many
parts of NepalWhen youwent into a village in Gikha you could tell immediately which
houses were former Gurkha officefiey were often the equivalent of a mayor,
influential people in their district.didn't get a sense that they were influential beyond
that; it was consided a very prestigious thing to ddll those who were in Gurkha

military units did not come from @kha, there were others, tobhe Brits still had a big
training center in eastern Nepal where the recruits went through basic training.

| remember the Fllands War when | was therd@he Nepalee were really conflicted

about it.On one hand, they were very much part of the-Nbgned Group, led by India,
which Argentina was a membef so they were supposed to support the Argentineans in
their attempt toiberate the Malvina€On the other hand, they had a close relationship
with the Brits which they valued, and they really loved their Gurkihad.the Gurkhas
were fighting in the Falklands and apparently doing some pretty deadly stuff with the
Argentineansand they're really proud of thiSo it was interestoptalking to the

Nepalese during this war

Q: I shudder thinking about the Gurkhas coming against the Argentineans who never
really fought a war.

KRAJESKI: Nepalese were in general a very peaceful, relatively calm pedfpleen they
got their blood up, it could get pretty awful.

Q: Very good boolBugles and a Tigeny John Masters who wrodightrunners of
Bengaland that sort of thing, on the Gurkh&gasters had éen an officer with the
Gurkhas.

KRAJESKI: If | hadn't already been in love with the Foreign Service, Katmandu did it
for us, Nepal did it for me.

Q: Did you get any feel towards how Nepal fitted into the Indian, PakistaniANgned
MovementAn actie area politically.

31



KRAJESKI: This is 1980 to '82\epal was fiercely independent; they resented especially
being considered a kind of extension of Indiaey were stuck between India and China.
The border with China was closed because of our muckingdrio Tibet in the 1950s

and '60s, so you couldn't get across the bowleen was the Chinlndia War, the brief
border war?

Q: Around '62.

KRAJESKI: The border had been closed siritlee Chinese had built the road to
Katmandu from the border, it waaown as the Chinese road because it led to Tibet and
because the Chinese builtlitwas one of the best built roads in Negalilding a road in
Nepal is no easy taskhe halfjoke was the Chinese built it strong enough to carry tanks.
Maybe that wasa You could drive up to the border, to the bridge that looked over to
Tibet, but you couldn't go acrog2olitically, the Nepalese felt kind of squeezed by these
two regional powers that completely overwhelmed them, and they're trying to maintain
their pditical and actual independence in this situatibimey're very poor, very

dependent on aid-he population growth is way too highhey have disease,

malnutrition, illiteracy.Still a very remote place to move aroundAnot of relief
agenciesUNDP (United Nations Development Programme) waswefad a big AID
agency, the Japanese did as well and the Bititsy were constantly playing this

balancing gamelhey liked us because they somehow felt we were if not neutral, equally
opposed to the linese and the Indianis those days

Q: It was aligned on most matters that counted with the Soviet Union.

KRAJESKI: Exactly.So we had a good positioWe weren't as politically charged as we
are in some parts of the world where | workéte were poplar among the Nepaledan
really talking about the Nepali elite, but we're also popular among the Nepali population
because of the Peace Corpsould trek around the country doing political work, visiting
AID projects- the ambassador thought AID peojs were a ripff, and the AlDdirector

didn't know what he was doing, so he would send me to talk to my colleagues in AID.
Any time you went into a village and there had been a Peace Corps volunteer within the
last 20 years in that village, they rememgakeverythingThey'd have to show me where

he lived, show me the bridge he built, show me the clinic or the fields or whatever it was.

They were just so proud to have had one, and they loved AmEhieg.assumed that
everybody was American bythewam,y body who wa s-paeddcdde d a
blue eyed was an AmericarSo we often got consular messagast calls, there were

no phones through a telegram into the police station that an American had fallen sick or
broken his leg, and was out inuklage. Which would be a fultlayd ek to get out there

- a helicopter ride, a walk to get out to the village, and it would turn out to be an
Australian.We'd say, "Well good luck!No, we would do our best.

Q: | talked to people who were in Peace @®and people would drive up to a certain
point and say, "It's a couple of days that way, take off."
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KRAJESKI: Peace Corps loved Nepé&lne of my great adventures in Nepal was
searching for a Peace Corps volunteer who went missing and eventually was found
murdered, a very unusual occurrence in Nepal in those aysad fallen in with a bad
group of porters, he was hiking on his own which we never recommended, and they
whacked him on the head with a rock and killed him, threw him in the river and sole hi
boots and the few rupees he hiadvas quite an experience.

Politically the country was not overly important to us, but it was a useful placeToéde.
Russians were also active, the Chinese embassy was atiev/Blepalis liked having the
Chineseembassy; the Chinese liked it because, 1980, they could talk to us for the first
time. We were talking to Chinese diplomats, we were talking to the Rustspke
Russian, | think | mentionedtlused to play chess with the Russidmemember the chief
of station, that was interestiagny first chief of station| waslearning a little about how
the agency ran its operationdell into a really terrific placel am a decent chess player,
still am, I would go and play chess and drink vodkeathe Rusian's house or our house.

| once beat the Russian DCM; he never showed up again, iéeeRussians take chess
very seriouslyThe Chinese would always be trying to figure out which of us worked for
the agency and who didnit.was a lot of funKatmanadl is the perfect place to start a
Foreign Service career.

Q: How'd your wife do there?

KRAJESKI: She liked it very much todNeither of us had done very much traveling
growing up.Bonnie had been to Eurofdehad never even been to Europe.been to
Canada- that was it, that was my travéind we had a six month old when we arrived in
KatmanduFirst we came to Delhl.remember getting off the plane in Delhi at one in the
morning, we had to overnight in Delhi and wait till nine in the morning tohgetiight to
Katmandu.So we stayed at the rest house at the airport in DethiuneHot. I'm

holding my baby and we're stepping over people on the sidewalks and there's cows
everywhereBonnie looks at me and says, "What have we doBaPWwhen we aived in
Katmandu Nancy Powell was thesaiting for us and Herb Demger.We had this nice
house, we had servants for the first time in our liVés.had a ayahfor the baby, we

had a cook, we had a gardener, and we had a wasdreor a dhobi, and a guard that
was provided by the embassy, at the gatewkidar, | remember that wor8he

[Bonnie] said, "I don't want anybody in the house during the Hayan ntrusion on
privacy.They can come and clean when I'm not thdredid, "No, that's not the way it
works.Let's give it a try."It took her a couple of days before she said, "This is pretty
good."

The climate in Katmandu is fabulouss up in the moutains about 500€eet It's in a
valley. We arrived in the monsoon season, which is really unusdah't know if you've
lived in a country where they have a monsoon.

Q: l'was in Vietnam.

33



KRAJESKI: So you know what that rain is liki's unlike any ran | had ever seersolid
wall of water that washes down for half an hour and then boom, the sun comes out and
dries everything ouiThe next day, same timé:00 in the afternoonWe used to get out
of the embassy and go to the recreation complex whHeved to play tennid.had a
tennis game scheduled almost every afternoon, often with Peter Burleigh,-dthers
Jesuit priestBut at 5:00 it rained for 20 minutes during the monsddn it dried out,

by 6:00 you could play tenni$hen I'd go homewhatever we had to do that evening, I'd
do that.She[Bonnie] liked it, she was the Community Liaison Officaeactually it was
called the Embassy Mental Health OfficBhe'd been a teach&he didn't want to teach
with the baby, it was a patiime jobat the embassy, she liked it very mud¥e had lots

of good friends, we still have really good friends we made at Katm&udshe liked it a
lot. She's an adventurous sdks | think | said at the last session, we chose Katmandu
because it was the mastotic place on the lisAnd we were really happy to get it.

Q: After this exotic time, whither?

KRAJESKI: Next assignment was India. One thing | decided teaois still true today,
your first or second tour has to be a consular visa tour, andshyofir was not
considered thaiVe hardly did any visa work in Nepal, | think we did three immigrant
visas the whole time we were the$a | looked at visa jobs, consulabg) for the second
tour. | castmy net aroundBut there was one political jobat | really wanted and that
was in New DelhiGuy named Harry Barnes was our ambassador there, he'd been DG
(Director-General of the Foreign Servicéje'd been ambassador in Nepal, so he knew
me as a junior officer because | was the guy while he was Bf3ivween assigned to
Nepal.So | sent him a notét was halftime political officer, haktime ambassador's aide
in the front office in Delhi, | thought it would be a great jBlot Harry said, "You've got
to do your consular tour, you can't take this.dnwvant you to go to Madras, Chennai,
and be the consular officer there."

At that point | really couldn't say "NoEven though it was not really number one on my
list; I'd have rather gone to Fiji and done my consular work there, that was a possibility
was looking at Melbourne, Australi@ihere are other places I'd have been happier going
than south IndiaWe kind of felt we'd been in South Asia, we wanted something
different.

Madras was differentt was my only consulate until | was CG (congaheral) in Dubai
some years latelt was a very small consulate in a very large buildifg!d built these
enormous consulates in India, anticipating a much bigger relationship; in '82 we were still
kind of mired in the Cold War India relationshithe @onsul general there whom | didn't
like verymuch, his name was Doug Cochrae was OK personally, but he was one of
these officers who was very unhappy about the way he'd been tiegltdtk did not get

the jobs that he deservdde was consul generaha he thought he should be
ambassadoie was smartt was one of these reasons | supported changing the way our
personnel system worked, everybody came in as a generalist and then as your career
progressegou weresort of pushed to political or econonaicconsular or admin.

Consular and admin were considered, "Well, if you can't really make it as a political
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officer, this is what you doBeing CG in Madras, Doug was not hapb had also

been recently divorced, though I'm not sure if that's trupessonally he was not
particularly happyHe had an Indian girlfriend who he married, and he stayed in Tamil
Nadu after he retired out of that jokgain, he was not personally bad to deal wittan
remember when | first arrived there, maybe I'd beerethbout a month.was the only
consular officer; now there are something like 23 consular officers in Chéhadi12

of these wonderful peopléoreign service nationalsyorking for me All the work | did,
150 NIVs (norimmigrant visas) a day, | di20 1Vs (immigrant visas) a day, | had
citizenservicesThe busiest job ever, stilintil today maybe the busiest I've ever been
just managing a workload, knowing I'm going to have to interview 70 people, then I'll
have to do IVs, I've got guys arrestadlrivandrum, I've got the woman who died at the
ashram south of the citfhank Godor these amazing people whdvden working there
15, 20, 25 years and who knew everythinged managing that office and being in
charge.

But after about a mdh, 1 was up talking to Cochraurp in his office and he said, "You're
too good for consular worK hat's not the real work of the Foreign Servidéy don't

you, what I'd like to do is, | don't likRoy' - he had flip flopsaboutwho he didn't like at
the time,and they(he and Roy the political officeryere butting heads with each other.
Roy wasa real smart guy, a friend of minknd he said, "I'm going to have you and Roy
switch jobs."l said, "No you're notYou're not going to do thairst of all, | don'twant

to. Second, Roy will rightly grieve it to the rooftopde’s been trained for his job, I've
been trained for my joihat would be a mistaketie didn't bring it up again, but that
kind of galled me, this notion that consular work is not the "reatkwf the Foreign
Service.

Q: You're talking to a professional consular officer, and do | know that.
KRAJESKI: That's when | changed cones by the way, | became a consular officer.

Q: When | came in, there were officer jobs that were considered "stilvstawhich

were political and economic, and "namibstantive”, which were consular and
administrative Can you imagine trying to explain to an irate American citizen who's had
problems that his problems are not of the substance?

KRAJESKI: We changed thdiy the time | arrived, they were "substantive" and
"functional.”" Those were the two differences, you had "functional” and "regional”
bureaus, you had "functional" and "substantive" w¥idu had "support”; they tried all
kinds of thingsl think it createl some ugly situations.

But | was there for a year, we had another guy named Dan Waterman came in, second
year.Young guy, this was an opportunity to be consul gankle viewed it as a leg up in
the ranksl really enjoyed working for himIndia was jug a fascinating, endlessly
fascinating place.
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Q: Let's talk first on the workivhat was the immigration at that time?

KRAJESKI: Bombay was our biggest post by fihe immigrant visa quota, such as it
was, was completely filled, so there was a long wailists for a lot of the immigrant
categories, if you remember your categoridgey've changed nowad P1s and P2s and
P3s, had IRsimmediate relatived/Ne had the whole gamut in Madras, 20 cases a day.
Now Bombay did something like 100 cases a dapaybe more, they were the biggest
post and until recently stayed the biggest visa post; now Chennai is the biggest visa post.
Most of the immigrant visa work that | did were pdseof immigrants or parents of
American citizensAs NIV s, the Indian cohortad gone in the '60s and '70s as students
and had been very successfihey were now settled in the U.S., had become citizens,
and they wanted to bring their brothers and sisters to the United States, to petition for
brothers and sisters to comlut the waiting lists were eight, 10 years long for brothers
and sistersSo what they would do would be petition for their parents to come, who were
immediate relatives as parents, so they had a very short waitingnstthree, four

months, however long ibok to process the vis@nce they arrived in the States and got
their green card, they could petition for their unmarried childkany.child who was
unmarried could go as ag®dmething, there was no waiting list, six or eight months, it
was a way of speding up getting your brothers and sisters in.

Needless to say, there was a lot of fraud attached tdihilsspent quite a bit of my time
investigating fraudTraveling around, determining were people really unmarAezb-
year-old woman who's not nnaed was pretty suspectf you're not married by the time
you were 25, you were an old maid, whether it was the Christian, Hindu, or Muslim
community.All three had large communitie®n the immigrant side, that was the busiest.
On the NIV side, it wastsdents Quite a few businessmen and tourists; not as many as
today, but enouglAnd the tourists and businessmen were pretty easy tovdeeer

wealth and connectiong)ose cases weren't haiiche students, we knew from past
history that 90% of Indiansho studied in the United States stayed in the United States.
They graduated, they got jobs, often were extremely successful in tech, in medicine...

Q: One notices when they get their experts on the TV, a significant number of technology
or medicine, orihance.

KRAJESKI: The banking software that ruled the world in 1982 was developed in
Bangalore, in Hyderabad friend of mine ran the company, a guy | played poker with.
They were sending...

Q: You had Bangalore™Phat's a tech...

KRAJESKI: It was justbeginning.In 1982, HewlettPackard was the first American
company to move bijme into Bangalore, and it was while | was there;'@BJust

taking off. There were all these Indian software guys who'd been trained at IIT, which
was the Indian Institutef Technology, one of the world's best technology schadbisy
were developing this banking software that was hugely succegsay.would send

teams of eight or 10 or 15 guys to the bank in Buffalo, New York, for six months to set
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up the software andain the employees on the softwareell, there was no visa for this

in those daydNo visa that allowed people to go for four or six months and work in this
technological fieldSo we were doing B1s for them, annotated Bhsas a really
interesting timeas we were developing, "How do we get these people to the States and
back?"

Back to the student¥.ou knew sitting down across from that gusome women, mostly
men- who were interviewing that the odds were enormously weighted towards his
staying in tle United States ondes graduatedBut of course to get a student visa, you've
got to persuade that officer that you're not an intending immigrant, that you're going to
come back to India when you finish your studies.

Q: All of us know, no studentAmercan or any kind knows what the hell they're going
to do when they get oudepends on the opportunities, they are at loose ends.

KRAJESKI: Not all, but a large contingent of them were going for graduate stddiey.
had done their studies, often at B an equivalent Indian universifyhey had been
accepted at some of the best schools in the United States, in their graduate programs
Stanford, Princetonoften on full scholarship3.here was no way | was going to turn
them downThe e dne story ba kid who's sitting in front of me, I'm looking at his
record- IIT graduate, top of his class, full ride at Stanford, computer electronic
engineering, and he walked into my bodtle. was kind of pale and smadllooked at his
papers and | just lookag at him and said, "OK great, come back at 3:00 and pick up
your visa."Didn't even ask him a questidfe fainted, he just fell to the floor in a dead
faint. "Nurse!Nurse!"We brought him out, his family was waiting out in the courtyard
in those daysve'd allow families to come into the embassy grourttisy were waiting

out in our courtyard to se8o we've got the family and he was revived, and his father
said, "He hasn't eaten in two dale's just been praying, because all his life he has
workedfor this moment and he had no control over your decision, he didn't know how
you made your decisionl'felt terrible, just terrible that | had this kind of power over this
kid's life - and yet there's no way I'm going to say "no" to Hikmow that if hestays in

the United States, greal¥e'll get some incredibly smart guy who's going to start Sun
Tech or something.

Q: I was consul general in Seo@ne of my file clerks came in and said, "Mr. Kennedy,

my brother has two scholarships offered to himohder if you could tell me which he
should take®ne's at a place called MIT (Massachusetts Institute of Technology) and the
other is Cal Tech.I said, "Go for the weather'This is one of the delight&ven in

places- also doing it in Greece, we had thwst unprepossessing people come in, and

the Greeks do extremely well in the United States.

KRAJESKI: It was then that | looked at our laws, and said "We really need to clean this
law up somehow.I'ran into it again when | was deputy in the conssétion in

Warsaw a couple of assignments later, my last consular assignment, where we were
turning down Poles by the dozeige need to figure out how to do this where it makes
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more sense for our country, whether we're talking about students or tourists o
immigrants or refugees, our laws are still very difficult to interpret.

Q: When you look at it, we were dealing with one of the major aspects of making America
the number one country in the world today, with all its problems we're still recruiting
veryfine people through immigration.

KRAJESKI: Through immigration and through our universitiesaw this in the Arab
world most recentlyif you're still looking for the best in college education, come to the
United States.

Q: What was the political situen in your area?This is southern India, Tamil and all
that?

KRAJESKI: Yep. There are four languageBamil, Kamada, Telgu, and Malayalil did

not speak any of therhdidn't speak Hindi; I tried to learn a little Hindi but | discovered
early on, muh better to speak English with that group of peopley didn't like Hindi.

There had been language riots in the '60s when the central government tried to impose
Hindi education on thenT.ypical in India, once they start rioting, 10,000 people are

killed; it was quite bloodySo even in 1982 when | arrived, that still lingered, this notion
that Hindi was a northern requirement that we had rejected, even though all the business
guys that | knewlike this guy that ran the computer company, he spoke Hinglbu're

going to do business in India, you need to speak Hindi as well as EAglisil.Nadu

was very ChristianThere was a very large Catholic population both in Kerala, which is

the largest of the Christian areas, and then in Tamil N&id"lhomas' Munt was very

near my house, that's where supposedly St. Thomas, one of the apostles, after Christ's
death sailed to spread the word and he landed in south India and started the first Christian
community.Factual?That was certainly part of the belief atie lore.The Christian
community was very stronglinduism is a fascinating religion as well, but there is also a
great political element to this, both Mustidindu , the Christians, southerner versus
northerners, there was a real sense in the soutththawere separate, they were

different and they were better than the "Persians” in the north.

Q: The Sri Lankan problem?

KRAJESKI: It started while we were there, the one that just finistibd.big riots in
Colombo were in '83 or '84Ve went to Sri Laka just after thepafter things had
calmed down, my wife and | we went for a visfirst time we left our two little girls, we
had a second girl born in Boston while we were in Nepal, so we had two littleThiels.
Tamils of south India had been reited by the Brits to go to Sri Lanka to woikea
factories, ands clerksThe Sinhaleswvere the ruling Buddhists of Sri LanKehe Brits
did this deliberately in many places in the woflltiey also set up that conflict to keep
things a little shaky soop need the Brits above you, "We keep control hé&ed' India's
a remarkable place with the dozens of ethnic groups, linguistic groups, religioas.
very much a factor when we were there although the Tamils of Tamil Nadu did not like
the violence; thy did not support the Tamil Tigers, the violent groupsme did, but
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most did notlndia actually sent troops to Sri Lanka; they sent troops to the Maldives and
they sent troops to Sri Lanksot a very successful move.

Q: When did Rajiv Gandhi get keld by a Tamil?

KRAJESKI: That was much later, that was like @@ay, 1991) | was India desk officer

in '88 when he wae-electedIn '84 by the way when | was there, he was considered the
golden boy, especially among the businessiHenwas the oneho was going to change
the business climate, change the taxation system, enable Indian business /bimbm.
happenedBut when | was therehey were still very much in flux, still socialist

Q: Feeling the central Indian dislike of the United Statess that apparent where you
were?

KRAJESKI: Not in MadrasThere were demonstrations against the consulate, | can't
even remember why there was this massive demonstratiergovernor of Tamil Nadu
was a movie star, very famousouth Indians love mogs, allindians love movies.
Bollywood stuff.l still have pictures of the hustings, these huge lddsie theaterdiad
5000 seats, you had to buy a ticket and reserve your pleceent to see the opening of
Gandhiwhen | was there in south Indidot avery comfortable experienc¥ou'll recall
the movie, the Brits are the villainBhere's this terrible massacre scene in Amritsar in the
north where thy literally machine gunned tloeowd; it's in the movieAnd right after

that scene, which was prettgrhific, they had the intermissiohights came up in the
theaterAnd Bonne and me and my friend Chris Datwho | still know, his wife, may
have been anothewe're the onlyiEuropeangin the whole theateAnd Chris, he's a
writer now, he stood up drsaid, "God damn those Britd/e Americans gave them what
for!" and the audience goes "Yeah!"

Q: Incidentally, the guy who played the general who ordered the thing was a USIA (U.S.
Information Agency) man whom | ran across much |até.were election nmitors in
Bosnia.He was saying how he looked the part, he was from Kansas City.

KRAJESKI: One more thing on the movi€Bhey love movies, they're constantly making
movies in MadrasEverywhere it seemed you went, somebody would be filming a movie.
We usel to go to Kodaikanal, which is an old British hill station; the American school
was thereln the summer time it's really hot; Madras is the hottest place | ever went until
| went to the Gulf, to Dubai and Bahrakor May and June, before the monsoon, we
rented a little stone house on a lake in Kodaikdeatry time we were up there, they

were filming a movieAnd they loved our daughters, one was sort of blonde, the other
had darker featureghey're just cute little American girlSo they would alwag/write a

role in for the cute little American girl$!have to find some of these moviésever even
knew if they got made, they were constantly doingj {tMadras)was a quieter place,

they call themselves thigarden cityy only six million inhabitats, t was considered a
small city,Madras.
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The south Indians just felt they were more civilized, life was at a slower\Men you
went to visit someone youdh't call them to say, "Hey kshna, I'd like to come over and
say 'hi' tonight;" you justrdpped inHe considered it almost offensive if you let him
know, because you were welcome anytime, all the tikeehad a group of friends there
it was our only post really where most of our friends were Indian, were residénts.
would travel to theihouses to have dinner, we would bring our kids with us, not bring
our kids with us we had lots of servants, we could leave our kids at hdust.socialize,
a quiet socializingWe played tennis togethdrearned cricket therenot to play it, just

to watch it, figure it out because they were crazy for crickieére would be 60,000
people for a fiveday test match against the West Indies, they were the best in the world
at the time, the WindieSixty thousand people, and 20,000 of them are standorg r
only. They would stand for the six or seven hours of a cricket match eacNa@ayone
day is a day off so it's two days, a day off, and two daysu watch cricket, it's kind of
like basebalt | love baseballlt's kind of slow moving, you have know the details,
appreciate the subtleties and nuances of the ganoemous stadium, like a football
ground in the U.SThey loved cricketlt was a dry state; no alcohol sold in Tamil Nadu.
Unless you were an alcoholic; you had to go to the doctobarmertified| lost mine, |
had a certification that declared me an alcohdli@t enabled me to buy alcohék the
cricket matches we would drink scotch in teacupgould you like tea, sir?" and I'd say,
"Well..." "We have special teaOh I'll havespecial tea, thank you very muciAhd

drink the scotch.

Q: How about the foodPretty hot?

KRAJESKI: Oh, | love the foodl still make the food, | learned to cook a lot of it while |
was thereYeah, some of it could be very, very fiemhe hottestood was up in
Hyderabad, in Telangank.was quite spicy butlbve it. Sometimes it was so hgou

felt like you were seifmmolating, you would explodiato flames at any momeribrank

a lot of beer, they make great beangalore had excellent beeasd that was sold
world-wide. The food was wonderfulVe ate vegetariai©ur children ate a lot with their
hands, | remember going home and nuotimer was just appalled that Aland Jenna who
were then two years old and four years old, their first instuas to eat something with
their hands.

Q: Did the politics of Delhi intrude on your operation at all?

KRAJESKI: Not so much on the work that | diBoth consul generals, Do@ochran)

ard Dan Waterman, both complainadout Delhi a lot and the demarafdelhi. We

didn't get a lot of visitors; | frankly cannot recall an official visifbine ambassador came
down a handful of times while we were there, maybe five times toWisithad the

pouch run, the nepro pouch run, which once every couple of ksganaybe monthly,

one of us who were cleared would fly with the classified pouch up to Delhi, pick up the
classified in Delhi, and come back to Madras witlt ivas an opportunity to visit Delhi,
visit friends, and have folks come down to visit us indkés.Certainlyfor help withthe
consular work, | relied on Bombay and Delfine consul general, the head of the
consular section in Delhi, the consul gengghE was calledBarbara)Watson.She was
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a professional consular officer, | often went to toeradvice because other than ConGen
Rosslyn, | hadn't had any visa experience atNapal was no visashad great citizen
servicesxperiencel knew about passports and citizenship and how to deal with dead
bodies, but | didn't have much idea on viga sidel was on the phone with them loré d
send, remember the offictaiformals, the Ols, up to her staff and get adwite.did

some regional stuff, focus on consular, fraud conferemtéd. felt pretty independent.
That fed into the southernetsp - the southerners considered the consulate to be their
embassy; that's the way we played it.

Q: How about one of the provinces, Kerala, was known as Communist at one point?

KRAJESKI: Yeah, they were at one poifithe big one of course is West Bendhht

was where there may still be a Communist governnidrgre waga communist
governmentjn '88 when | was the India desk offic&erala had that reputation, they
were all sort of senmsocialist.Kerala was a south sea island paradise sort of plaaes

the way it lookedThe beaches are all coconut froniisvas a much more rural place
than Tamil NaduThey did have a big port, Cochin, south of Bombyat was known

for smuggling; it was also where a lot of fraud happened, visa cases, sotd Werchin

a couple of timed.didn't really deal with governments and | didn't deal a lot with the
politics directly.l was very much a consular officer; there were 400 million people in my
district. We had ashrams, we had the famous, the crazy ashrdmaodabe city

[Auroville]. We had Sai Baba here's a whole culture of holy ashramé& had a lot of
Americans who came to the ashraW& had a lot of really sad cases, people who were
terminally ill and they came to the ashram as their last hope o&akaen Sai Baba
never claimed he could cure peopleould often go off to the ashrams and collect
bodies.l attended a lot of cremations and shipped a few back home a3 esjpolitics?

It was kind of nice actually, probably the least political btteé jobs | had.

Q: Were there any elections when you were there?

KRAJESKI: Yep, there were local electionBhe governor who was a famous actor had
had a stroke; he was a big guy and had a stidkenovement and speech were really
restricted But hisgirlfriend, Jayalalitha, who was manipulating him, she basically put

him up for reelection anywayWhen he died by the way she became governor, and she
was governor of Tamil Nadu for a long time, until just recently she was still aStiee.

was the LadWachketh of Tamil NaduElections in India are unbelievable, they are so
much fun.l did do a little work because | traveled a lot, often the political office would
say, "Hey, you're going to Hyderabad, can you meet with this local politician and ask him
about the election?So I'd do thatl remember one guy, there was the Congress Party and
the local partiesAnd the local parties like the BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party) was still very
much just forming then as the challengers to the Cosdtagy.The Congess Party,

seen as the northern party, was not hugely popular in the 3tetlelections were fun.

Lots of people voteThey're very proud of this democracy and how they've held onto it
and strengthened it in IndiAnd it's still remarkable, of all thglaces in the world it's

still hard to understand how India preserved and strengthened democracy.
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Q: It really is. Was there much talk about Pakistan?

KRAJESKI: Not in the south, ndn the south it was considered a northern iséngong

the politicianghe few times that | engaged with politicians, they had the necessary anti
Pakistan rhetoridOf course in those days we were very much supporting Pakistan, we

were seen as being on Pakistan's side against Ihdid.not impinge much on my work

or on the work of the consulate; the southerners were very much focused on southern

issues.

Q: You mentioned when you were first going to Nepal, getting out the airport, stepping
over the bodies of people sleeping on the grolwvel heard of people who were
competely overwhelmed in Calcutta or Bombay about the mass of p&datethat
apparent in Madras?

KRAJESKI: India is relentless, India doesn't let you go while you're tlhieyeu're lucky
enough to be able to afford a really nice house, which we Wwadhad a beautiful house
with a compound in Madrasor you paid for a really nice hotel, you can't escape the
sights, the smells, the sounds, and the crowds of IGdiaing from a small towneven
Boston, by comparisomrode a Chinese bike while | wésere, | bought it in Katmandu
and brought it downt was big, heavy, onspeed with a basket on the back, perfect for
the bad streets of both Katmandu and Madrased to ride it from my house to the

tennis club, usually at 5:00 at night when | got ttutvas maybe a 15 minute bike ricke.
couple of times, | counted the people that | sand this was in a garden city,

supposedly not very heavily populatéad | got to a thousand each time, no problem.
The same distance from my wife's house in Bostahe park where | used to go

walking, | would see one person, two peopl&®@ population in India is astonishing.

When we're driving the streets are chaotic, and you've probably been in places like this
where you've got bicycles and bullock carts Hrabe little threavheeled things called
tempu, these twstroke engine cabs with the driver in front and two people can sit in the
back of theml took them everywhere, they were really chegpthe streets are a mess.
We had a Toyota, a rigitand driveToyota.This is the onf placel've ever lived in

where you had to drive on the left side of the road, though it didn't really matter in much
of it because you just drove wherever you coAlud you'd stop at the light and the
beggars would come upheywould be just the most desperate looking peeplefirst,

until you realized they were dressed and trained faihie. ugly side of it is, they would

take babies and cut off an arm so they would be more compelling, so you'd have an
amputee child being phed at your windowAt first, it's awful. After a year, you ignore

it. After two years, you're annoyed by it and you know it's time td got used to the
crowds.Fortunately, I'm a tall person gahings got really crowded, [| was above the
crowd.]My wife is not as tall and there were times when the crowds would really get to
her.If you're out on the city street, kind of like New York at 5:00 when the streets start to
fill up and you've got to move with the flow and understand how to get through it.
There'd be people living in the streefalcutta was worse than Madr&slhi of course

had big wide avenues; they purposefully kept the crowds over in Old Delhi, New Delhi
was differentBombay...| did love India, but you really have to confront Indrau can't
escape it, it's right there.
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Q: One of the things that struck me, I've never served in India, but | have run across
Indian diplomatsAmericans and Indians tend to preach to each otWdrere each is
sure we have the holy word, it doesn't séelme a good match.

KRAJESKI: Later on in my career, two assignments later, | came back and | was the
Indian desk officer, political officer for India in what was then part of NEA, (Bureau of

Near East Affairs), the India, Nepal, Sri Lanka offid&lS. | had really good friends

over at the Indian embas®ut one of the things we did right off the bat was say, "We're

not going to change each other's mirias.not going to persuade you of the rightness of

our policy, you're not going to persuade me ofrtgbtness of your policwWVe're going

to see where we have areas that miéntl | found that in Indian diplomats, once you got
through that preachiness that Americans can have as well, "We know best, we're the best"
- once you get through that you ocaork with Indian diplomats, you can get things done.
When | was in Madras it wasn't that much of an issue because there were no Indian
diplomats there, we didn't deal with the government except for the local governments and
that was differentThe bureau@cy of India is overwhelming; the Brits taught ‘em good.

They are supreme bureaucrats, between the Moguls and then the Brits, these guys can do
paperwork like nobody's business and in those days it was all done in paper, in

triplicate...

Q: Stitched togdter. | remember in Bahrain going into whatever it was and seeing these
piles on the desk, huge piles.

KRAJESKI: | remember in Madras, we were looking fave would often get these

cables from the department saying "Joe Smith's family hasn't heard from tiiree

weeks, he's traveling in south India, can you find hiv®U recall these kind of
messages.Jeez, there's 400 million people here, and an area that's half the size of the
United States and you're telling me, 'can | find this one giyR'youdo your bestOne

thing | often did- if you arrived at the airport in Madras, you had to fill out your arrival
card- is to go the immigration at the airport and say, "Do you have a record of Joe Smith
arriving in the last two weeks?PWalked into a roomand the clerk shook his head and
said, "You know | don't know why we still do this," and he opened the door and it was a
room about this size with a narrow corridor and stacks of tuesel cards"You're

welcome to look through(Laughter)Sometimeghey did it right When you bought
anything- Marks & Spencer was the big department store in Mativa&l go there

shopping for shoes for the kids or clothes or gifithen you walked into the store, you

had to talk to somebody about what it is you wdntebuy.And he would fill out a little

chit and you would take it to that departmefau would look at the things you wanted to
buy. The clerk there would fill out another little chit that you had to bring to a cashier to
go pay.Cashier would take youmoney and give you a receipt which you would take
back to the clerk who sold it to you who would just sign it, and then you had to take it to
another desk where you could pick up what you had bought, get another little chit from
another person, and theralk out with your purchasét was like five people all signing

or producingpieces of paper, all to buy thkel's shoesQuite interesting.
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Q: Were there any major events?

KRAJESKI: This is '82 to '84l can't recall offhand.Of course Ronald Reagan is
presidentHe's going after the Evil Empir&he tensions between New Delhi and
Washington were at a fairly high poitdira Gandhi was still the prime minister, she

had come back after being arrested and jailed, the Congress had wor lagain.
relationship was fairly cold.do recall, there was a spy scandal in which an Indian, he
may have been a diplomat or an employee of the consulate in New York or the UN
office, their representative's office there, was arrested by the FBI (Federal Bureau of
Investigation) and accused of spying and was thrown out of the country
unceremoniouslyThere was a scandal, the Indians were pissed off at us and we were
unhappy at thenThis big flurry.As a consequence, this American kid who was an
electronics smuggtevho | had known in Katmandu (he was a smuggler there, too) got
caught by the Indians smuggling VCR (video cassette recorder) motherboards or circuit
boards in 1983 or '84/ery hard to get a VCR in India at the tinkée would buy these

things in Sri Lank, smuggle them oversea into the coast of Kerala, and then sell them to
dealers therelhe Indians picked him up and they were absolutely convinced he was a
spy, and they touted it'We've caught this big American spy who is spying on the
electronics indstry of India."Interesting caséBut as far as major political events, nah

not so muchCertainly nothing that I can recall washing over us in Madras.

Q: Well then where did you go next?

KRAJESKI: The midlevel training coursd.was coming out of Madga in those days

two tours overseas and then you were supposed to comd gatkenured while | was

in Madras, I'd been promoted to 03, so everything was moving along as it Shwald.
next step in my career building was to come back and take a daskl@department.

So | put my name in for the Nepal desk job in INS in 1984as all set to get the job but
the personnel system said, "Ne is a newly tenured, newly promoted 03, he's going to
the midlevel courseDon't even bid" they told me, "Darput it in, the system will reject
it. You are starting in September, you're going to theleweél course.'So for six

months, we were in this course, about 85 ofAlisof us quite unhappy we were in this
training course some parts of it were inteséng, quite useful, most of it was not.

Q: What was the training cours&V¥hat were they trying to inculcate?

KRAJESKI: A big part of it was the Washington interagency procélss.policy
processWe learned about the NSC (National Security Couneltijch most of us knew
about.We learned about the different agenci®& had lecturesthere were lots of
talking headsThere were big sections on managemeydrsonnel management, time
management, life managemeWwte had to take the famous MydBsiggs the personality
test, which | hatedt was a lot of talking heads, a lot of consultaitse most useful part
to me then as a newly minted consular officehad undergone conal rectification and
changed from management or administrative officeotwsular office. The most useful
part was the section focused on visas, immigrations, citizen servicggime | met an
immigration lawyerIt was quite interestindt was six monthsSupposedly they
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guaranteed us jobs, "Take this course and youaeagteed a job in the department when
you leave the midevel course.'It was one of the many personnel system lies that we
hear throughout our care&/hen | arrived at the course, | had not yet been given an
onward assignmengo | talked with my collegues and it turned out that of the 80 of us
who were in this course, five or six had onward assignments and the rest of us were
basically left to forage in January and February to try to find a job in the department.

Q: | had the same thing happen wharaime out of the Senior Seminar, supposed to be
the top training course and everything's assured, and they said "l don't know where
you're going to go" and | ended up in personnel.

KRAJESKI: I was very unhappylhere were only a few desk jobs available, §audi
Arabia desk was one | tried for, along with about 15 of my colleagues in thieweid
course, all of us competing for these very few good jobs available in February of any
year.So | signed up for another consular tour in Wardairndo a year oPolish- |

already had good Russiatill do a year of Polish and I'll go off to Warsaw in '&éd

so | was looking for a bridge assignment to get me to language training, so | worked in
the press office under Ed Djerejian who was the head of the gfiess Bernie Kalb was
the spokespersohwas a press officer for four months, and | liked it, it was lots of fun.

Q: What were some of the things you dealt with?

KRAJESKI: You dealt with the press, which was really very interestiingre were four

or five press officers, and the focus of the day was that daily press briefitng.

morning you worked with all the bureaus that were producing the press guidance, with
the officers on the China desk to produce the guidance on the China missile testeand ha
it ready by11:00; the briefing was always at 11:30 in those dayshad to have

everything cleared and ready for briefing the spokesperson Bernie Kalb at approximately
11 A.M. Bernie would go through everything, ask lots of questions so you woulddave
frantically go back to the desk officer and say, "Kalb wants to know why you're saying
this and not that on the China missile test, he thinks this is dumb, why can't we say
more?"And then at 11:30 you'd sit in at the briefing, and in the afternoomgodle the
follow-up questionsYou know how the briefing works, he'll often say "I'll get back to

you on that, | don't have an answer for you noién we'd work on the followp

guestions.

It was a fairly busy dayOnce a week you were the duty officeo you took the book

home with all of the press guidance over the weekend or for the night, and if something
happened in that nighta coup in the Philippines or somebody gets assassinated, there's a
natural disaster, all the reporters call you sayif@at's your reaction to Brezhnev's
statement, blah blah blah,” you'd have to call somebody at home at night and try to get a
reaction, they were all working deadlines to try to get it into the morning pétpees

all done in the news cycle then, thdigin't have this 2dour news cycle we have noiw.

was an interesting job, | liked itwas going to do it for six months but a number of

officers wereP N G @ddclared persona non grata) out of Warsaw, those were the
Communist days, martial law daychere was a big demonstration, the Poles were
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unhappy with us and threw two of our officers ddlhewasthe consular chief in
Krakow, so they took the guy | was going to replace in Warsaw, the deputy in the
consular section in Warsaw and moved him down tatine section in Krakow, and they
told me, "You've got to get out ther&d, they put me in oren-one Polish language
tutoring for about five months,got my3/3 in Polish and we ended up going in
December of 1985 to Warsaw.

Q: How did you find Polish?

KRAJESKI: | was frustrated with itPartly because my Russian was pretty stréwg
certain point, if you do languages that are closely related, they begin to encroach on each
other and you're not always suréAm | using the Russian word or the Paliword?"
There's significant differences in the languages, but there are significant similbrities.
remember calling my father who | might have mentioned grew up speaking Polish, both
his parents were native speaksosit home as a kid his first languageas Polishl said,
"Dad this would have been so much easier when | was two years old than when | was
35." My Polish was pretty good.never shook the Russian accent, and Poles would pick
it up when | got into Polan@here wasn't much English, | usediBlo quite a bit, and

they would look at me and say, "You know your name is Krajeskhich is 100%

Polish- "and you speak Polish like a Russian plgémember telling one lady, "What do
you want?The only other language | know'l was in Poznan, whh used to be an old
German city | said, "the only other language | know is Gernfamrely you don't want

me speaking German with youRhd in German she said, "The Germans treated us like
shit for six yearsWith the Russians, it's been 608ldving theRussian made learning
Polish faster, but | never really reachthe level where | was confiatlan Polish.And |
dropped a lot of itl've only recently taken it up agaiviou needed itThere are countries
where you really have to havdtihe language]if you're doing consular work in Poland,
my line officers had to have good Polish, my immigration officer, my refugee officer
we were doing a lot of Solidarity refugees in those d#gs. had to work with police,

with the courts, we had to do the intews which of course you could learn fairly

quickly. The political officers needed it; if you're dealing with Solidarity, those guys
didn't usually have Englisthwas dealing with an old Solidarity priest who brought me
passports to give visas under thble for Solidarity workers who were in hidinthis

guy was so slick.

Q: I was going to say as soon as | heard a priest showed up...

KRAJESKI: "Hold onto your wdkt." I've got to tell you Stuhis name was Father
Jankowski, he was Lech Walesa's prigst head priest at St. Brygida's up at Gdansk,
Walesa's churcihe ambassador and | didn't do this on our own, this was all cleared
with Washington, that we would establish a program where we would give visitor visas
to two, three, four, five Solidaritguys a monthThey would go to Germany where they
would contactour guys working in Belgium, that's mostly where the Solidarity office
was.But Father Jankowski; he was a large, pdatged big guy, very full of himself,

reeked of aftershave and colognleen he came into my officele carried a briefcasea
very nice leather briefcasde'd put it on my desk and open it up, and inside would be
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two or three passports and a bottle of perfume and maybe a carton of Marlborough
cigarettes the American onesiot these fake European onkg.look & the passports,
they'd be "Jerzy Bi or beenundergroundffar such aglisich y st o k
time, we've got to get this guy ouGrteat.Then it would beStanislaw Lewnski. Then

there would be Elina Popdees. And I'd look at Elina and she's 22 years old and a
blondie.l'd say, "This is a Solidarity worker?Oh yeah, she's very important to the
organization.'I've never been a good Catholic, but | knew what this guy was up to, |
knew what he was getting ftirat visaAnd | still did it. | used to take careful notes, with
these cases$d go upstairs to the classified area where | kept this file, I'd show it to the
DCM, David Schwartz, a wonderful guy who passed away some yearndagod |

would go througteach casd.was covered, | was cleared on themBilt I'm issuing

visitor visas, smuggling them owhen '88 rolled around and Jaruzelski went down and
Walesa was elected president, they threw JankowsKi bay, had nothing to do with the
priest anyrore; he was an embarrassment to thiesion't know when it happened, it
happened some years after thatas told by a friend who was working there, "They
disowned the priest."”

Q: We can pick this up when you went to Poland.

KRAJESKI: This was the firsteal political job.Even though | was deputy in the
consular section, this was the most politically charged place | had eveiTbedast
three years of martial law; it was fabulous.

Q: Today is the 11th of March, 2016, with Tom Krajeski.
KRAJESKI: "Krai-eski" is the Polish way as we discusgg@ughter)
Q: You put that 'J' after an 'a’ in any Slavic language, it just comes in...

KRAJESKI: For the Poles, it was painful to haapronounced "Krajeski". In Polish, not

in Russian, the word for tHiés krajesh.So when they hear "Kragski" they hear the thief
instead of "Kraieski" which means the patrigtnother story about Krayeski because

you mentioned it means the end or the edge of the botdleaine, at the borderwhen

Poles were exilednd in Poland's histoityis happened many timeShe Russians, the
Swedes, the Germans, the Austrians, everybody came in and whoever was in charge of
Poland at the time was exiled, the noble famile®u could take the name Krayski

which also meant "&m a countryman, | am a proud patriot, and I'm on the edge, I'm
exiled"- Krajewski. There are lots of Krayeskis, look in the Chicago phone book and
there are 10 pages of them.

Q: At one time in the Senior Seminar we called on Chicago, for my praj&tah
article on foreign consuls in the United Stateemember the Polish consul in Chicago
saying, "Next to Warsaw, we have the biggest Polish population anywhere."

KRAJESKI: Yep, that was true when | was in Poland in 1985, which is where we left off
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last time.l was deputy consular chief in WarsaBoy, that Chicago PolisAmerican
population- what was it, Rostenkowski?

Q: He was big on money.

KRAJESKI: He ended up going to jaBut in 1985 he was very influential, he was a
Democratic Congressmawhen Dan Rostenkowski sent you a note you sat up, and the
ambassador would say, "Pay attention to this ofAet! I'd say, "You know, jeezus,
Rostenkowski's got 25,000 blonde Polish female cousins, what am | going to do?"

Q: Where are we now?
KRAJESKI: We were just arriving in Poland in the winter of 1985.
Q: How long were you there?

KRAJESKI: Two-anda-half yearsTill summer of 1988l was consul, deputy in the
consular section which in those days was prettylbggprobably bigger nowWe had
eight Americans and 30 Polish FSN (Foreign Service national) staf four line
officers doing NIV interviewsWe had 406600 a day.

Q: What was your refusal rate?

KRAJESKI: It was 65%, which the ambassador, John Davis, a wonderful dphyn and

his worderful wife[Helen], too, they were terrifidde was only chargé; he had been sent
out there after the Solidarity movement was crushed in ‘81 in the military takeover when
Jaruzelski came into power and arrested and killed a lot of p&upleithdrew our
ambassador in protest, | forget who it was in 1$8dagan appointed another ambassador
and the Poles refused him, said "No, we don't want this ¢leyhad a Polish name.

was off in Nepal at the tim&eagan said, "If you won't take him, we won't send
anybody.You won't get an ambassadofAiid they sent John Davis as the chatg was

the director of the Polish desk in EUR (Bureau of European and Canadian AFairk).
low-ranking for an ambassador, it was meant to be telling the Poles, "Look jysti're

going to get this guy.Davis was aemarkable marte arrived sontéme after '81,

martial law was imposed | think in December of ‘81 and Davis arrived afteithat |
arrived in '85, John was very much the3éll only a chargéHe wasfinally formally

made abassador in 1988e had done such a good job and we were looking at the Poles
and thinking, "How are we going to make this arrangement work? It's too important a
country for us to just have a charge."

The Poles liked Davis'he governmentiot so muchbut Solidarity loved him, he was
Solidarity's heroHe protected Solidarity during those years, and they were hard years.
When | arrived as depufin the consular sectionyve still had a fairly robust refugee

program where we granted Polelso had either worked for Solidarity or had some
connection with the opposition, and we gave them refugee status and they went to a camp
in Germany, where they were processed and admitted to the United States. By the time |
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got there in '85, we were stdbing it. It had slowed down considerably but we still did it.
We also had a massive NIlvad visitors- the economy in Poland was in the toiletles
were incredibly unhappythey didn't like their governmerithey loved the United States
of America andRonald Reagan, which surprised the hell out of Asea Krajeski in
Poland, | was welcomed everywhere | went by the Pdlasy didn't like the

government, they liked Ronald Reagan because he stood up to the Russians and was
tough with the Soviet Unionof course, they hated the Russiarsu'd go into a Pole's
house, which | frequently did though it was risky for them to have me come to their
house There'd be three pictures on the wathe Polish Pope John Paul Il of course,
that'd be the firsfThenthere'd be a picture of John Fehedy And then Ronald

Reagan. iose would be the three pictures you'd &sagan never visited Poland,;
George Bush the vice president did eventudly[Reaganwas quite a figure to the
Poles, they looked on him as fector because he was going after the Russiahs.
Davis channeled that beautifully through Solidarity.

Q: Talk a bit about how you observed Jaruzelski regime, how it operated, how it
impacted on Polesl? wasn't KGB (the Russian acronym for its stsgeurity agency),
Soviet Union.

KRAJESKI: No, but it was a pale reflection of thate SB (Security Service of the

Ministry of Internal Affairs)- the Polish KGB, were very much fearddhey were hated

in Poland.They were Poles first of all though thesere close to the NKVD (KGB's
predecessor) and KGBhey would snatch people out of their houses, people would
disappearT her e was the famous assassination of
who was very vocal in his opposition to the governtnand he was assassinated,

probably by SBIt was never really determined, maybe it has been sWiben | was

ther e, Popi e qlarselskihad mixexl readewdarezelski, if you know

anything about his history, had been captured by the Rissisid 939, maybe into '40

after the German invasion of Poland, the Russians came in from the east and captured a
lot of Polish officers, and Jaruzelski was one of thdmwas not in the Katyn Forest

where the massacre occurréd1985 the Polish goverrent and the Russians adamantly
denied that they had any responsibility for the murder of these Polish officers, around 10
to 20 thousand; they blamed it on the Nazis, which still had some credibility, but the
Poles knew what had happened.

Q: There were ofervers.

KRAJESKI: There wereJaruzelski was not in that group, Jaruzelski was sent to Siberia
with another group of Polish officers, where he and other Polish officers formed a Polish
brigade to fight with the Russians against the Gerntd@svasconsidered to have been
quite honorable, to have done that to fight against the Germans; even though they hated
the Russians, the Nazis were raping the coufitnge theythe Nazis]invaded Russia,

the Russians enlisted a lot of these Polish officerslandzelski was one of them.

Indeed, as | recall, during one of the winter campaigns, Jaruzelski was snow hfinded.
you recall a picture of him, he always had dark glasses on and he was mocked for
wearing them, but people who knew the story said, "Nogyes were incredibly light
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sensitive because of this snow blindnebs1981, in December when Solidarity was
crushed, Jaruzelski took charge of the militaimg was the senior guy of the Polish

military officers, and he basically according to his stamg others said, "Look the

Russians said ‘enough of Solidarity; either you do it or we'll do it, and if we do it, it won't
be pretty."So Jaruzelski decided as a Polish patrtbts is how he portrayed-the

would reluctantly but necessarily end ®ealidarity demonstrations and imprison its
leadership, which he didNot for long, he didn't keep a lot of them in jail for lokte

exiled someand outlavedthe movementPoles hated him for it, but many Poles also
understood that if he hadn't done i fRussians would have and they hated the Russians.
There were still Russian military camps in Poland when | was there, the counterpart to
the NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization), American bases in GernTdrgy.

Russians tended to keep to themselvesmember driving outside of Warsaw, to the

Chopin homestead where every Sunday in spring and summer they would have concerts.
Someone would play the piano in his sitting room, they'd open the windows, you could

sit in the garden and have a picnic ancehsio Chopinlt was beautifulThere were

many beautiful things about Poland despite it being a very repressed place, economically
almost destroyedlhere was a Russian base near thieveas known, one of the villages

near thereThe Russians would ocsianally come into the storeBut the Poles really

disliked them, they didn't want any confrontations with the Russians.

Between '81 and '85 there was an attempt to create a more representative government, the
Polish Sejm, the Parliamer8olidarity wout have none of itWe thought it was a sham

but there was an attempt within the Polish ruling pangPZPR (Polish acronym for
PUWP, Polish United Workers' Party) to widen its representation to include people who
represented working unionswas largéy for show.Jaruzelski, with Gromyko and
Brezhnev on his shoulders, this is{@erbachev, Gorbachev hasn't come in yet, he does
a cople of years lateiSo wein the consular section weséll doing Solidarity refugees.

| don't know if | told you abouhe priest, the Solidarity priest who would come in with

his briefcase with four or five passports where, because we couldn't do the refugee route
for these particular people, we would give them NIVs and they would go to Germany.
The Germans knew, | wouldform the Germans what we were doing and they would let
them into Germany and go into Belgium where Solidarity European headquarters was.
They were basically courier§his priest was real slimy, his fingernails were perfectly
manicured, he smelled of agne.In his briefcase he would have these passports for me,
he'd come into my office in the embassy, he'd have the passports and a bottle or two of
cologne, women's perfumEour or five of the passports would be workitigss looking
guys, couriers for @idarity. And one or two would be this young blonde woman, 24, 25
years oldl'd say, "Father Jankowski, this is also Solidariti@"d say, "Yes, yes, it's
important.They won't look at her as closely.8uspected Father was being well paid to

get thisyoung lady out of Polan&o we would do itl'd keep all the records in the
classified section.

We had a fairly large immigrant visa section as well.

Q: The nonsimmigrants- how many returned?
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KRAJESKI: It was rareNot unheard ofln those days, wdidn't have as good records.

was a tiny percenMost of the 400, 500 applicants a day we interviewed, we turned
down almost 90%T he issuance rate was made up more of people going to universities,
professors, government people who were going, govertipniate business people (a

lot of whom we didn't interview) who would go back and fo@hthe people going for
"temporary visits," we turned away almost 90% because they were either fraudulent or
they did not have the mondy.a Pole stood in front ofou and said, "I'm going to go to
Niagara Falls, then I'm going to go to Disney World," and you looked and said, "OK, the
airline ticket is going to cost you 1500 bucks round fige days at Niagara Falls is

going to cost you 1000 bucKsive days at Bney World is going to cost'you're

looking at $300664000, you can't buy this stuff in zloty, you're going to need doNass.
Pole- they just weren't rich enougti.they had the moneysometimes they'd show you

an account, sometimes they'd takeawtad of cash which really scared the hell out of
me- "I've got $5000, I've got it right here, how much do you waW¢e"ran into that,

too.No Pole in their right mind would spend that moipay a tourist trip] Zlotys were
worthlessThe official exchage rate for zloty to dollar was 150 to ofbe black market

rate was like 1000 to one for dollalsyou wanted to buy anything of substanagce

clothes or shoes, Irish whisky, a nice Polish ham that you couldn't get on the market, you
could go to tle dollar stores which were legal and bByt you had to have dollars.

Q: Did we have a veterinary unit in Poland at the tinhethe '50s when | was in
Yugoslavia, we had a veterinary unit in Yugoslavia and one in Poland, because they were
sending Polislihams to NATO.

KRAJESKI: I don't think we did at that tim&@here was a big market, a private market

for Polish hamThere was a lot of exporthis is kind of sad; one of the nicest gifts you
could give to your Polish friends or my Polish staff wasuaned Polish ham from
Chicago.We could get them through the commissary, we would order a bunch of them
and present them as gifithe Poles would weep and say, "We can't get this on the
market unless you have dollars, and even then it's Thislis oumpork, our ham sent to
Chicago and now we're getting it backhey hated the idea, it's such a screwy system.
Even though I'm not an economist, you look at it and go, "How can this economy work?"
The answer was, "It didn't work."

Q: I've interviewed a nmber of people who were in Poland in this peribdey'd say,

"We were convinced at the time that there were probably at least three or four convinced
Communists in the country!"

KRAJESKI: And I'm not sure if Jaruzelski was one of thdimi not.

Q: He was a pragmatist.

KRAJESKI: He was.There were those within the party, the youth group in the ruling

party who very much wanted to open up the econdrngy saw the economy as the

great weakness of the government, they claimed to be supporters of therganeaind
they probably were otherwise they wouldn't have survived in the Fdmgy. were
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looking to create a more rational market economy in Poland because they just saw what
was happening wasn't working.

There were lines. We arrived in the dead of winfeecember 141985.As | mentioned
before, | got accelerated and pushed into the section Patgnd in winter is gray, cold,
dark, it's north, not a lot of sunlighw/e had temporary quarters because our house wasn't
ready for us yetlt was a nice tavenhouse, but kind of darlBonnie came backome

once andsaid "There are lines in the street, people waiting to duwas a grim time for
Poland.

That generated this pressure on vi®eople would buy these fraudulent packages of
support from somelaty in Chicago or Michigan, think it was Dearborn, or New York.

There would basically be a package of papers that they could present to the consul to
prove they had a cousin in Skokie near Chicago who was going to provide all their
support and with whom tlgavere going to stay during their visBut they were all
fraudulent.The documents were fakes, and they mass produced Tiexse people

would spend $100, that was the cost for one of these packages, and present this package
to the consul who would talane look at it, say "This is fake, go awajihe applicants

would just] $irug their shoulder$2oles are amazingly accepting, after traveling from

Bi alystok or GomUa, s oStedirflineintie wintegrmfrant pl ac e,
of the embasspre-dawn, let in about 8:30 into the waiting room, get interviewed around
11:00, literally a 30 second interview in which the consul would say, "These documents
are not real, you don't qualify, go awayWe would see hundreds and hundreds of these.

Q: Wha was this doing to the officerd2vo types of visa officerone is brand new,
never been lied to before, right out of universitgd then one who's been doing this a
long time.

KRAJESKI: We had a good program in WarsaWe had four line officers, arall were
rotational. They'd spend one year in the consular section and one year in either political,
economic, or public affairSometimes they'd spend the first year in political and then
come to the consular sectiofrhey were almost always first touifioers, occasionally a
second tour officeMe also had an immigrant visa section and of course citizen services
section with a couple of more senior consular officers in dagas the deputy, at that

time an 03 then 02, awde hada consul general wheas an 01 consular officéFhe

more experienced folks weren't on the lihneorked the line a lot; I'd go out there all the
time. Often I'd fill in for somebody who wasn't there or because we had a bigger crowd
that dayl was behind them all the time duhwatched this very carefulljt was

fascinating how people handled it differentfou had to do all this in Polish, so your
Polish had to be good enough to do a visa interview, which they all were to varying
degreesSome of it was quite funny actugllAll confronted first this weight of people.

This is winter and it's cold and damp and Poles like many Europeans don't bathe all the
time. That waiting room, probably 15200 people sitting in their wet overcoai$

you've been on a tram in Eastern @& when you get on, it was overpowering
sometimesThen you've got these sad people coming up with these false documents and
getting turned away.
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Then you've got people coming up to you and lyiDfjen it would be this young woman

with her "American cosin." After a while we would not allow, if you weren't a visa
applicant, you couldn't come and sit in the waiting room let alone come up to the window
with your "cousin."It would be this newlminted resident or citizen, Poligkmerican,

big guy, bigbelly usually, gold around him, reeking of the aftershavel he wanted to
sponsor his cousin, he guaranteed she was going to stay for just one month, "Help out my
wife who's having a baby, and then she'll be back, | guarantee it, 'm an American citizen,
give her the visa.And we'd say, "NoShe's not going to come back, she doesn't have any
money, we're not even sure she's really your relative."

He would go through the rodfi‘m an American citizen, | demand to see the consul.”

They would bring hinback to my office, or if he was an American citizen, David

Boerigterd s g \Whb was the consul geral.David would bring them into his fairly

large, nice consul general's office in the back and explain, "Your cousin's not going to get
a visa.Sorry."If they insisted on shouting, | remember they'd say things like "I'm an
American citizen, | pay your salaryDavid would take a nickel out of his drawer and

kind of flip it at them and say, "There's your share, get the hell out of my offittech

was nofparticularly good politics, but David was a good gdg.wasn't an active

manager but he did support his people on the line, he didn't overturn the visas and neither
did I.

The hardest thing was when they tried to gdys was a society that was largélpken

and corrupt and to get things you had to p#ad to pay the officials at the hospital to get
your kid into be xrayed, you had to bribe somebody to get your driver's license renewed
- everything was you had to pay a little bit here, a littleh@te to do itSo it was almost
routine.Let's say you were going to issue a visa, it's a grandmother who's going to visit
her daughter who's going to have her second baby, she went for the first baby, stayed a
few months and came back, she's going fost#wmnd baby to help out her daughter.
You're probably going to issue the visased to say, "If the person's over 60 they're not
going to the States to work realfgo aheadlf you're convinced of the relationship, go
ahead and issue the vigaen ifshe can't really afford it, the family can."

Then to say, "Thank you,"tothe passport the lady would slip a hundred dollar bill,

"Just for you, thank you so much for helping me tod#ytiat do you do®Ptried to say to

the guys on the line, just gived money back and say, "No ma'am, that's not necessary."
Make sure everybody hears you doing this, say "That's not appropriate, you pay the fee
over there at the window when the visa is issu€dy"not to humiliate herf they insist,

deny the visaSay,"That's bribery, I'm not taking itPoles want to thank you, so they
would send us flowerg:lowers, ounffice sometimes looked likeftoristés - Poles loved
flowers.

Q: 1 used to have people bring their homade slivovitz (laughter) and after a cart

point | put it under the couchVhen | left | mentioned it to one of the drivers, I think it
put the motor pool out of commission for a couple of hddwstible stuff.
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| had a deal with these young American officers who'd never been lied to,noronsl
thing you don't have people come up and lie to your fatexplain to them, "Look this
is terribly important for them, they've had to do it all the tilmeYugoslavia, their
grandparents lied to the Turkgou need to forget that, don't tak@drsonally and don't
take it out on the people, this is what they think is necessary."

KRAJESKI: It was always hard for that young officer to get through that first crisis of
honesty."Why don't you just be honest with me®/ell they[the Polesknow if they

were honest, they wouldn't get the viBéus, you're a government official, and
government officials are venal, greedy, and corr8ptthey assume you're along that
line, so you can be bribed and you can be lied to.

Q: But try not to turn it into dederal case because that can be the kiss of death for life.

KRAJESKI: I would often just pull somebody off the line, say "Go take a break, I'll take
the next 10 interviewsso have a cup of coffee, go outside and smoke a cigahetiego

take a break.I'remember one young guy, Ken Mill&k/e were working with one of the
FSNs, may have been working on the fraud fildgese were the early days of computers,
the WangsWe actually hadraExcetkind of program where we were entering in

statistics and namsdo develop a program where it would be easier for the line officers to
determine that a document was fraudul8oitt suddenly Ken started to shout, he was
standing up and shouting, "This is insulting, how can you do Wos?e a priest!'In

front of him with this young lady was a priest who had tried to bribe Ken, slipping money
through the window, to give a visa to this young ladg.just exploded-e had been

there for a while so he was fairly experienced, but that sent him over thstagough

job to do.They're expected to do a hundred interviews a day, and | watched and reviewed
all of their casedt was all paper and at the end of the day | was supposed to review all of
their cases, which | really couldn't do, it was almost imposdillas supposed to review

all the issuances and denidlsiould do all the issuances, that was required as we were
stamping the visa8ut | couldn't do all the denialk.was a very hard jobVe also had a
lady, PanKasha, who was like a 2year veteranShe smoked, in those days you could
smoke in the office, '85somdime around then we stopped$the was the one who took

all the documents in for uShe was a great asset, she knew every rule, every law, so line
officers would go to ParKasha with a aquestion about a particular case that might be out
of the ordinaryShe was a tough lady.

Then we had a big immigrant visa secti@itizens service, still in 1985 though the
population was diminishingherewere a lot of American retireeBolishAmericans

who'd gone to Chicago, worked for 20 years, got their Social Security checks, and they
came backThe Polish government actually built very nice housing complexes trying to
attract American retirees, who brought dollars with th€hat Social Securityheck,

maybe it's $800, $1000 a month, was enough to live on in 1970s and 1980s Boland.
we had quite a few thousand American citizens living in PoMfelhad a big citizens
services, we had a big passport section because Poles were applying for American
citizenship.The laws of transferring and transmitting citizenship, there were a lot of
Poles who went to the States in the early 1900s, my grandparents being among them.
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When Poland became independent right after World War One, a lot of American Poles
returned to Poland and brought their children who had been born in the United States,
who were citizensThose children then got stuck in Poland so by the time | was there in
1985 those kids are anywhere from 65 to 85 yearsTblely're American citizen3.hey

have not gotten a passport since they were 10 or 12 years old and returned to Poland, but
they were still eligibleWe had to confirm they were citizens; | remember | hadliahiPo

lawyer working for me, Paanusha Andropovsk one of the smartest pdep ever

worked with.She was an expert in citizenship law, so once you could confirm this person
was a citizen, they could then petition for children, for brothers, they could bring other
PolesWe had quite an active section.

It was a very busy job, taught me about managing people, managing time, managing
the ambassador who was John Davis, whom | loved and admired and respected, but he
thought we should issue visas to everybadtly said, "These are Poles, they're trying to
escape this repressive govment, why are you denying visas at 650@ant you to start
issuing these visas nowAhd | said, "Mr. Ambassador, | love and respect you but | can't
do that.If you can get Joan Clark," who was the assistant secretary for Consular Affairs,
and Raanre Ridgeway who was the assistant secretary for European Affairs, "if you can
get a cable out of Washington telling me to issue visas to Poles for political reasons, I'll
do it. Absolutely.But right now, | can't do it.I remember he got so upset with us, [Dav
Boerigterand me, he called us up and said, "I'm the ambassador, | can issue visas."
Technically not true, but we're not going to tell the ambassador that outtegkaid,
"Starting tomorrow, I'm going to issue the visd3derigter was a curiousharacter, he

said, "OK, fine with me.The next day he took the 400 or 500 applications in cardboard
boxes and we brought them up to the ambassador's office and put it on the secretary's
desk.John sucked on a pipe, and he came out of his office, and Baid, "OK, here's

all the visa applications, and Tom and | have tickedsne]next week, you don't need us
any more, we're out of herd.tlidn't know this, | looked and said, "What the fudk?

not going anywhere{Laughter)'l got a career to builtlere."But | had to stand up.
Ambassadobavis said, "No, no, nd.know you guys have a probleftm working with
Washington to try to figure this out, go on back downsta8s.We didHe never got the
cable, Ridgeway sent us back a message which heeghas, saying "Look, you have to
follow thelaw." It used to anger him, he would call and say, "What's the refusal rate in
Dublin?" And Ireland in those days was the safim.from Boston, you couldn't walk

down the street without bumping into an illeg&h in Boston Every waitress, every

bar, it was all IrishThe mayor of Boston said, "We need you, come and work, this is an
Irish city, too."The refusal rate in DublinPour percentAnd Davis would banghis fist],
"Why is this happening?Vell it was a Kennedy who was an ambassdtiohreland]at

the time, a womar.said, "Get one of those out heféet we get this thing changed.”

Q: How about Communist Party membership as a disqualitiéa® there a difference
between the ruling party in Polarad the time and people working for the government?

KRAJESKI: You did not have to be a member of the Communist Party to work for the

governmentlf you were, any time we were issuing visas for somebody like that, it was
for official business, official tneel, trade related, or sometimes university, senior people
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at the university could be party membeig have to check, but | do not think it was
required to be a member of the party to be head of the chemistry department at Warsaw
University. It might be.

Q: It was a certified Communist Party?

KRAJESKI: It was the Polish United Workers' Party, and it was associated with the
parties of the Soviet Union, but the PZPR was by far the big§gsu wanted to get
somewhere... it was widespredidyou werean ambitious young man and wanted to get
somewhere in government, you were a member of the Fdmeyother way if you were

an ambitious young man, you became a priest and joined the Catholic Crhech.
Catholic Church was the only organization outsigeUWhS. embassy where you had
semipermitted dissent. The Polish Catholic newspaper out of Krakow which was the
center of the church, tieygodnik Powszechnywvas the only independent newspaper in
all of PolandlIt came out once a week, we all readtitvas truly an objective,
independent, antjovernment newspapevlade the government craaihen they went
overtheedgd i ke Popieguszko did according to

But Kar o-lwhowhen becarpeaPope John PauMias part othat whole society

down in Krakow before he went to Rome and became fopee he became pope, the
Poles, the government was screwHaey couldn't go against the pope, he was the most
popular man in PolandPoland's a 95%, 98% Catholic countPples inthose days were
particularly devout, less so nowadays I'm told now that the country is free and open, you
don't get as many priests lot of young men left the priesthood after the fall of the
governmentl know our political officers were often in Krako talking to priests; they

were the only serflegal opposition to the government.

Q: Was there a lot of travel to Rome and elsewhere for the priesthood?

KRAJESKI: I think so, | don't knowl know that the ppe came to Poland while | was
there.l remembe going to the Masd'm a severely lapsed Polish Catholic, but | went to
the Mass in the big square in front of the "Wedding Cake," this is the Stalinesque
building in downtown Warsayithe Palac Kultury]They said there wer million people

at the MassYou can't go against the pope; even Jaruzelski was a devout Catholic, sure
he was a Communist but he was a Cathttiwas an interesting dichotomy, the church
and the govemrment in Poland.don't know f that was true in other Eastern European
countries, | don't think soThe church serprotected Solidarity as well, although they

had to be very careful in how far they went in overt support for Solidarity; Solidarity was
an illegal organizationYou could be arrested if you were overtly working $mlidarity,

and many people wer&he only place we saw Solidarity leadership and the government
[together]was at John Davis' house at the Fourth of July reception; there was another
occasion during the year where he would invite the government andriplifihey

would be at this magnificent house the ambassador in WarshwhigVirginia manor

up on the hillWe'd have Lech Waleshlot Jaruzelski, he wouldn't come, but fairly

senior people in the government designated to come to the ambassadorfsrtibise
particular Fourth of July receptio®f course, a§l was] by now a midgrade officer, you
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worked that event pretty harfihose of us who spoke good Polish took care of the
Solidarity guys because this was a big party, at the American ambas$adiseA lot

of drinking going onAnd it was our job to make sure the Solidarity guys didn't stumble
into the pool, didn't pee on the ambassador's blueberry bushes in the batk yard.
remember John lecturing us, "If you see any of those bastards gakgere...He had

a swimming pool, he was worried somebody was going to fall into the pool.

Poles can drink!m sure you ran into this in Eastern Eurolpgave never seen so much
drinking. Public drunkenness in Warsait noon, to walk down the streeear the

embassy on a nice day and see a very nicely dressed woman, quite respectable looking,
absolutely blotto, stumbling down the street, slumped against agastpdrunkYou'd

go to a party, I'd swear the object of the party was to get ditnwksn't to socialize, it

was to get drunKThe toasts vodka's potent stuff.was quite surpriseco this event

was a big event, it would be late at nighite party would start at seven, the government
would leave at eight at the late$hen the Solidaty guys would stay till nine and 10 and

11 and finallyjwe] pushed them out of the house.

Q: How was the Katyn massacre treated?

KRAJESKI: Carefully. There were articles in the West that were proving that it was the
Russians that did this, so it wasrkawell known and accepted, certainly by the Poles we
knew and hung out with, that "the Russians did tiBsit'even in the Catholic newspaper,
you didn't see thisyou didn't go up against the RussiaBis.long as the Russians denied
it, which they did- | don't know when they admitted guilt on this, or if they have, though
the record now clearly sha@wit was interestingThat was an event that Poles felt very
strongly about but had to be careful.

Q: I saw a Polish movie callgdatyn, which...
KRAJESKI: When was it made?

Q: It had to be fairly recentlyit also implicatedhie church, the church would not
publicize.

KRAJESKI: Have you seehoah the semidocumentary of the Holocaust which is
mostly set in Polandihterviews with peopléWatching the traingof Jews on their way
to the camps]waving at them as they went bly'® a conflicted historyMore interesting
to me than Katyn was how Poles viewed the Holoc&ust. of my duties as a Polish
speaking officer was to escort American deleyet who came in.arrived in '85; by the
end of '86 into '87 we were starting to open up agsimerican officials were coming to
visit. We were letting other delegations imemember particularly since I'm from
Boston, the cardinal of Bostpand thewife of the governor, Kitty Dukakis, Michael
Dukakis' wife.The delegation included Billy Bulger, the brother of Whitey Bulger if
you've followed that story; Billy was the head of the Massachusetts SHeatame with
Kitty Dukakis, Cardinal I've forgottehis namgLaw]. | wasone ofthe designated
concentration camp gayl would take them to Majdanek, to Treblinikdot down to
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Auschwitz, the consulate in Krakow handled Auschwitz when they went down there.
They would always want to go to these places.

So | learned a lot of the history, through the eyes of the Poles who were maintaining these
camps/ always wanted them to go to Treblinka, because Treblinka had been completely
destroyed by the Germans, they tried to cover iTugblinka was just &illing camp,

you went on a train to Treblinka you were dead within 24 hours of arfikal hadn't

yet perfected their killing machineremember going to a conference once in Poland on
this, in which they talked about how the efficiency of the Gerntams,they "improved

their efficiency" of murdering peoplén Treblinka they basically used carbon monoxide,
which is very inefficient, or bullets which are also very inefficient; they massacred tens

of thousands of people there, buried th@tren when th&ussians were cominghis is

to the east of Warsawthey[the Germansiried to destroy it, cover up their traci&o all

there was, was this rather beautiful woods with monuments, the camp was sort of marked
out- but nothing was really left of iMajdanek, which was quite close to Warsaw, had

been abandoned as it was, and the Poles kdptat: didn't change anything, they left it
exactly as it was when the Germans and the othersTited.was really a shocking place

to visit, I'm sure it's stillie same todaylhe piles of clothes and shoes and eyeglasses; |
hated it.

The Jewish community in Poland was numbered in the thousands when | was there.
Slightly larger nowThe Warsaw ghetto was considered to be a war monuBwnthe
Poles, you know they didn't really get it and | don't know that they stilhddTthey
resented that w&mericans and others viewdlte Holocaust as a Jewish disaster, that
"the Jews were the only victim3Ne said, "No, but they were the only ethnic group
except perhap®r Gypsies who were actually designated for dedthey would say,
"Non-Jew Poles died in these camps, tdany thousandsAnd we were marked for
slavery."Which was true; the Slav was going to be the slakey resented this word
wide focus on the Jes, "always the JewsThey still had this antSemitism that would
often bubble forwardThey were also quite racist, the Polés.the only place I've been
to in my entire career where everybody was white anddyee.You walk down the
streets and $aw myself everywherénd | did. When my dad came to visit he put on a
Polish worker's cap and his Polish was quite good, he brought it back from his childhood.
He stayed with me for two montHscouldn't tell him apart from the crowtf.you were a
blad officer at the embassy... | remember we had a couple of AfAcagrican
Marines.We had a GSO or someone in public affairs, a black wokvarhad a couple

of AsianAmericans who worked at the embasElgey said it was quite rough as you
walked around th city, the Poles were quite racist, and they remaineesamntitic. It's
changed a bit now I'm told, as Poland has really opened to E@wipgou hear in this
latest refugee crisis the Poles, "We don't want any of these Arabs in Poland."”

Q: It's overwlelming.

KRAJESKI: It is but there's still no excuse to say, "No, nof@t' our government as
well, what we're doing is shamefidlaybe more so because we are a nation of
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immigrants and we should be welcoming refugees like Canada is &aingie won't do
politics here.

Anyway it was an interesting place to ktewvas my leasfavorite tour because my wife

was not happy theré.was gray and grim, it was coldou couldn't buy anythingiVe

could buy food because we had the commis&&igywould drive to Brlin once a month

or two, take our Volvo station wagon and two girls, soon to add a boy who was born at
the military hospital in Berlin, and stay at this lovely apartment near the Grunwald up
near where the American consulate is and where the headquaase® all of our

shopping at the commissary and the PX (post exchange), buy our shoes at the PX, buy
our toilet paper and paper goods and things you couldn't get easily, we'd buy and fill up
the back of the car and drive the nine hours back to Wakéawve a lovely meallThe

kids were seven, eight years old and Aaron was born there.

First thing you had to do when you arrived in West Berlin was go to the McDomald's.
swear it was like opening the gates to the Emerald City when you went thraegh

didn't go through thé¢inner city] checkpoint, we had to swing around the city and go
through the Potsdam gate into the city, that was the official entrance way Yauwisad

to go through the East Germans with the barbed wire and searchlights and German
shepherds.They would take yaupassport and you would wait and wait and wait... finally
you would get throughAs you soon as you got through that road into Berlin, my wife
would laugh, the sun would come out, there was color everywhere, and the firgt stop o
the way to the Grunwald would be the McDonaltisas happy because they served beer
at the McDonald's, it was a civilized plad®e would always go to a Chinese restaurant
or a Thai or Indian restaurant, because those didn't exist in Poland, yowbRIiyligh
restaurants in Poland.

Q: Back to consular stuffiVhat about protection and welfare, did you get involved much,
were Americans hassled, have problems?

KRAJESKI: There was not government harassment of Americans that was particularly
widespreadThe harassment problems we had were more from other governments who
weren't happy with us, the big one being the Liby&visen | was there Reagan ordered
the attack oQadhafias retribution partly - for the bombing of the discotheque in

Berlin, in whicha number of American military had been kill@dhis is before the Pan

Am bomb.We attackedQadhafis residence in Tripoli and one other platiee Libyans

had an embassy in Warsaw; they started following us around and haras3ihgyus.
would follow liketen feet behind your car, with their diplomatic platesge knew who

they were- and park out in front of your houdelemembefAmbassadorPavis went to

the Foreign Ministry and said, "This has got to siidgese threats are serious, I'm
concernedgomething's going to happerou've got to stop it.This is perhaps indicative

of the Poles' racist attitudes as well; the next day they closé¢diltlyan] embassy and
threw all the Libyans out.

There was a real desire on the part of{Baish] government to reestablish the
relationship with the United StateBhey lifted martial law in86 or ‘87 Edward Kennedy
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cameto visit, then the vice president, George Bush, came to Weitstarted conducting
more business with thermhere was a recogionh - not by John Davis, who was still a
supporter of Solidarity that "we're going to have to deal with this governmére.

might as well deal with it in a rational way, especially economicalllgat was starting

in '87, '88 when | left, this rengagerant with the Polish governmenithe vice president
came on a visitYyou know what an embassy is like when the vice president comes, it's a
"whole of embassy" participatioAt the sane time he was there we had even more
important American visit Stan Musial. And a guy hamed Moe Drabowsky, who had

been a relief pitcher.

Q: You might explain who Stan Musial was.

KRAJESKI: Stan Musial was born in the States but was of a Polish background
Stani sgaw Musi ag.

Q: He was a major baseball player for whiclane?

KRAJESKI: The St. Louis Cardinal$le was probably the greatest Cardirvalu can
argue he's one of the greatest baseball players, top five, top 10, average, home runs,
defenseln the early days of our stay there we played a lot of softball like isares do.
We'd go to a soccer stadium across the river and mark out the bases and play softball on a
Sunday or Saturday afternoon, the Marines, a bunch of us youngerigugs 36 at the
time so | could still play softbalOne day after the softball ganthis group of Poles with
a Cubarfman] came up tone and said, "We're looking for help with our baseball."

guy named Tim Sandusky was there, he avasnsul from Krakow who used to come up
to play softball with usThey said, "We play baseball, we'rerh Wroclaw" which is in

the south of the country, "and we play baseball there, we've played ever since the
Americans came in 1945 and taught us to pl@ii% true in Czechoslovakia and Poland,
there were groups of GIs (American soldiers) who were thieitentas decided how it

was all going to be divided, and they played baseh&k continue to play baseball, we
want to make it an Olympic sport in Poland, and we need your@alpequipment is
awful, we need coachingThere was a Cuban who was thaaach, he had married a
Polish girl and settled in Poland.

So we went back to the embassy, there was a guyda@ameron Munter and his wife
Marilyn Wyatt. Munter, who went on to become ambassador to Pakistan (he just retired),
Cameron was a first touffwer. He had just worked for Peter Ueberroth who was then
the commissioner of baseballhen Cameron worked for him, he had been running the
1984 Los Angeles Olympic&o he got in touch with his former boss Ueberroth and said,
"What can you do€an youhelp Polish baseballThe major leagues have a big

campaign to promote baseball all over the world, so they sent out Stan Musial and Moe
Drabowsky, an official from MLB (Major League Baseball), and about $30,000 worth of
equipmentCatchers' equipment wth was particularly invaluable, bats, glovesr a

week Musial came opand me and Cameron split it upre were happy as can be, we
were both fanatic baseball fanstill have my autographsa ball autographed to my son
whose name is Aaron Henykind of slipped that one 4yny wife] if you know Henry
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Aaron, Hank Aaron, one of Musial's compatriots and arguably a better ballplayer than
Musial; you can go back and forththave a "To Aaron Henry from Stan Musial”
baseballAs we traveled around the aauy we did clinicsStan was in his 60s then (he
just died a couple of years ag@yonderful man; he brought his wife with him;

wonderful lady, they were so pleasalihd we played and taught basebalis is the
greatest achievement of my diplomaticezrby farPoland today is the center of Little
League baseball in EuropEhe runup to the Little League World Series is often played
in a town[Kutno] just west of Warsaw where they built a baseball compiésa the
Netherlands is big on baseball, ahd Italians, three centesnd they often play the

main tournament in Polan@hey never really got an Olympic team up and baseball's not
an Olympic sport anymore; it was in '8bwas quite fun.

Anyway, when Bush came to visit, Musial was there,@hBush wanted to do was meet
Stan MusialSo at the ambassador's house we had to set up a meet for the vice president
and Stan MusiaBush used to play first base for his Yale team, he was quite a good
baseball player himself.hat was a good time.

From Warsaw, I'd always felt I'd go to the Soviet Union, serve in Eastern Europe, serve

in RussiaBonnie was so unhappy, she so disliked being there, that she basically said she
didn't want to go to Moscow, she didn't want to do all tBs] came back ir88 and |

got the India desk job.

Q: I want to point out, one of the things that's not always so evitleatwives who come
with us.You go to a Communist country, you have a wonderful ¥ime&ve got an office
to support you, you've got real challengéke wives have to learn to go out on the
market, how to shop, stand in linecan be pretty dismal.

KRAJESKI: And unlike other countries we've been in, the level of English language was
very low in PolandSo Bonnie actually picked up a lot of Polishe worked at it very
hard.But she had two little girls, Atiwas first grade, Jenna was kindergarfime was
pregnant with Aaron, and Aaron was born in Befiln1986] We first lived in temporary
guarters for a montfthen we moved to a houdewasvery nice, a duplex near a palk.
was actually a beautiful house with a nice garden but right next to it was a factory, a
bottling plant.The big diesel trucks pulled up to be filled with bottles, spewing this black
diesel smoke which would drift acrossr lawn and into our hous8he found that she

was pregnant.think the vodka had something to do with it because we thought we'd
only have two childrenjust as she discovered she was pregnant, Chernoldyl hit.
remember the day of Chernobyl was a béalutiear spring day, one of the first warm
days in Warsaw after winte®o almost everybody was outsi@@nnie was not because
she had morning sickness, was not feeling well and spent most of the dayAm¢bed.

you didn't know it happened until the neby. The cloud had already passed over
Warsaw before people knew what had happenkis. was a lesson for me; there was a
great discussion at the embasSkould we evacuatedhould we send families ouThe

first time I'd gotten involved in that discussi- being in NEA I've had that discussion
many, many timesince Do we send people home, let them go home, what's the threat?
Bonnie was very unhappy that we weren't sent out immedidtébpk Washington three
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or four days to come back and say, "Olgabple want to leave," they did an authorized
departure for folks, if they wanted to leaBmnnie did noteave As it turned out, the

people who left probably got more radiation than we did because the cloud lingered over
Germany and Sweden, and it mahand brought the radiation dowlarsaw- we had all

these experts come in and do this testing, we got very little radiation because it was such
a clear, beautiful dayradiation passed over the city without affecting it very much.

Q: I might just poinbut, Chernobyl was a nuclear energy plant in the Ukraine that blew
up.

KRAJESKI: It exploded.
Q: It was a major thing.

KRAJESKI: Huge release of fallouBrobably the biggest nuclear disaster, certainly
before the Japanese tidal wave disaster of alemifyears agoAs you read the history
later, it was a very dangerous tinfde other reactor at Chernobyl could have blown at
any time.The Russians, the Ukrainianthe Russians blame them for the poor
maintenance, that they let the reactor go, tleeycchave stopped it but didn't see what
was happenindt was a heroic effort in which many people died, to seal thatitsise.

still uninhabitable for miles around. Villages were abandoned, all these stories of weird
animals with cancers living theri#és being repopulated by animalhe combination of

all of this- if you ask Bonnie today, "What wasur least favorite assignmehhe'll

say "Warsaw."

When we left to come back to the States, it was ralef.stopped with the three kids at
DisneyWorld in Florida.We say we went from thiigrim regime to thefiMagic

Kingdomo If you want two opposite ends of the social universe, you go from a place
where the operative word whenever you went to gethamyt the word was "Niena",

don't have itThenyou go to Disney World where everything is "Yes sir, absolutely, no
problem, sir."lt was quite a transitiorThen we moved up here to Falls Church, bought
the house we're living in now.

The last story of Warsawll tell. As | was leaving | was writing report for the
ambassador on how the consular section was going to deVop.we expecting

refugee populations, what were we looking at doirsgid, "We really don't expect
Solidarity to be generating very much by way of refugees, Solidarityysg d
organization, it's mostly a romance for usohn didn't want to hear [We're going to

see more work generated from official channels, government, have to deal with that.”
This is July of 1988, and two months later Jaruzelski's government coli@apdedch
Walesa became president of the country and all of Solidarity was released from jall, it
was just this amazing occurrence.

Q: Did you get the feeling that Communism didn't work?

KRAJESKI: It was obvious from dayo-day life.
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Q: | ask because dhe same time, we were claiming two things: that Communism doesn't
work, and that it's a terrible threat to us.

KRAJESKI: Yeah.l wonder about thaThose years | spent in Warsaw, the end of
Communist government in Warsaw, there was never a sendaeaofg Communism in

the Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels' interpretation of what Communishoiseven

close to thatlt was a repressive autocratic regime in which a small group of people ran
the government and econonMany of them recognized that the econowas failing

and they had to change it, and they were looking at a capitalist model of clmatinge.

'80s.I remember going to the Ursus tractor factory south of Warsaw, taking a member of
Congress or sonld.S government official\WWe walked out onto teimassive floor where

all the machinery was, to make these tracttihey were fairly higkguality tractors, the
Poles sold them into Western Europbe factory floor was pretty much emptywas 10
o'clock on a Wednesday morning and there are mayheg&ers on this enormous floor,
where clearly there should be hundredisd he said, "Well, most of the workers don't
bother to show up because they're not getting fidy all have side jobs where they

can make dollars or make mofigey only show up p@dically so they can keep the
apartment and their kids are in the schobldey're not working here the kid can't go to
school and they don't get the subsidized apartment and the other subsidies that go with
being a worker at the factoryThis is a spervisor, a senior guy in the factole said,

"We get maybe 25% of the workers who show up eachAtyally, that's not bad

because we overproducéié took us out to the back lots where the finished tractors are,
and there were hundreds of tractanedl up as far as you can s&&/e can't sell them all

anyway."
Q: Why couldn't they sell them?

KRAJESKI: The market wasn't ther€hey wanted to ship to the U.&his is why he's
taking us on the tour, they want to sell these things in the UnitegsSkabking at us as a
market.Very much a businessman saying "lI've got to market this tratsoa. good

tractor, | can sell it in the United Stat&ut | need the licensing and agreements to do
that."l don't think that ever developedot the same faory but near it, they made golf
carts, and those were sold in the United Statesnember going to a couple of courses
and seeing thenh.don't know if they still do it, | don't think s&ut they were selling

golf carts.They were selling other thindeesides Polish hamStrawberriesKraft Jam
bought all of its strawberries from Poland until Chernobyl, when they got contaminated
although they weren't really contaminated; | remember we could get strawberries that
year basically for free in the markethere were other thingShey were really looking
and this included high levels in the governmeait how to reform the economy to make
it work, because it's breaking.

Q: How did we view Poland as a military power in the Warsaw Pact?
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KRAJESKI: I redly don't know.The Russians had their large bases there for a reason
and one of those reasons was, if there was a confrontation in Europe, they couldn't rely
on the Poles.

Q: Poland was thentrep6tto Western Europe as far as the military goes yet you
couldn't rely on this big hunk of territory to be friendly to you.

KRAJESKI: Poles were determinedly "Western Europe,” they didn't even like this term
"Central Europe" we used in those days, or "Eastern Eurdpey were Europeans, they
wanted to be viewkas Europeans.

Q: It's obvious the detestation of the Russians, but how about modern Germany and the
Germans at the time?

KRAJESKI: There was a fairly sympathetic relationship among Poles | dealt with every
day.The Germans had a program where thetele$ of thousands of Polish workers

come and work in Germany for six montiitie deal was, "You come, work for six

months, you go back to Poland for six months, you can come back again in six months."
Germany needed the labor, mostly unskilled but nosaihe was skilled labor as well.

The money they could make in Germany in those six months, Poles would then invest in
small business. Poland unlike in Russia never collectivized its agriculturaSamz

state farms, but there weren't maltyvas mostlyprivately owned land and privately
worked.One of the things they would do with agricultural land or near the cities was
build greenhouses and grow floweYau could then have a flower shop in Warsaw or
Krakow or another city and make monéywas purey businessLong as it didn't get

beyond a certain size, it was legal to d&ib.the folks that worked in Germany would

come back and take the money and build a greenhGuse.Germany buy a used

Mercedes and bring it back and start a taxi business;adlbwed.

Q: Very peculiar.
KRAJESKI: You could own a restaurant.
Q: Was there any attempt to make restaurants palatable?

KRAJESKI: Yeah, we had a couple of restaurants that we liked to gonte was down

in the basement of the Old Towrhe OldTown was beautiful, by the way, they had
completely rebuilt it; Germans had destroyedt itvas rebuilt using pictures people had
taken before the war, they used the same bricks from the rubble to rebuild tAs aity.
tourist attraction, it was quite &etiful; they tried to attract tourist§here was a

restaurant down in a cellar, it was a beautiful pldtey had to charge in zlotyf they
wanted to run the restaurant, the meal had to be paid in 3lotyhat you would do was
go in, pay for it inzloty, and give them a dollar tiand they didn't care about the zloty.
The pricesWe'd get 10 people in there for dinner including vodkametimes wine,
though wine was a little expensivevould be $20 for the 10 of us, $20 tip at the end, the
zlotys they didn't cardt was always Polish food, sausage and kielbasa and cabbage, they
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love game pheasant, boar, wild duckhey loved duck, they would just cook the hell
out of the duck. Or this boar would be a big hunk of wild bdheir appetizers wdd be

caviar, some of the best Caspian Sea caviar; blinis and sour cream, with ice cold vodka.

Wonderful. Then we'd skip the main courdehey're not big on vegetables; everything is
boiled or pickled on the plat&hen they'd have a fabulous dessEnies French pastries,
cakesGood coffeeSo we would do appetizers and dessert, skip the main cdvese.
went out a number of time¥/e had a wonderful cook who came to the house twice a
week; that's when we would have our dinner par@eshe'd just coofor us.We'd buy

everything at the diplomatic meat store or the commissary and have a great meal at home

with this marvelous cook.
Q: Any comments on relations with foreign embassies?

KRAJESKI: We had good relations with the German embassyentioned erlier, | had
this visa program, we'd send them into Germany with their American visitor visa, then
they could get either to the States or out to Belgiline Germans also had this program
that | thought made sense, we should have done something likeci, was the six
month worker progranThe Germans kept track of them better and it was understood
that if you stayed beyond six months, you were never getting anothpx visa] A lot

of Poles did stay; there's a fairly large Polish population in Ggyrimlay and in
Western Europe, England especially, Great Britain, up there woikatigjcally, well the
Germans were more cautious than we wéhey were very much part of NATO, part of
the antitCommunistWe had fascinating relationship with the Rassi, who were
constantly trying to figure out who was who at the embassy, which was big farlthem
wasfirecruited by the KGB, with full knowledge of the RSO (regional security officer)
and the station chief and the ambassador and DCM.

Q: How did thatwork?

KRAJESKI: It was at a visit, we were at the Foreign Ministry, and the Russians were
there.l met a young Russian guy who worked for the embadgyRussian is better than
my Polish, so we were talking about Pushkin, about how | had studied Rutss&tnre,
and he was talking about how much he loved Amehicamore than two or three days
later | got an invitation to lunch by this guywas a big room full of people we were
sitting in.1 went to the RSO, regional security officer, and said, "Heybeen invited by
a Russian diplomat to a restaurant for lunéte"said, "Go and see him at the embassy
first, go aml pay an official call."He was a consular officer, at least he claimed, like |
was, when we were talkingwent with one of the politial officers, and we paid an
official call on him.They wanted me to go back and report, "Where did you go in the
embassy®ho else was in the meetingfd’e got the station chief, the RSOcame back
and reported on thathen they said, "OK, go to therich."The lunch was in a popular
restaurant, lot of people in it, nice restaur&vié went and sat and had a nice lunch
togethe. Didn't talk anything excepimerica sports, he liked sportkis family, | talked

a little bit about my familyHe wanted meo drink a lot more than | wanted to drink, but
he's a Russian so that's not necessarilyleey can really drinkl. used to say, "Jestem

v
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drink, glasses filled with vodkdhey just knock them dow®o | stumbled back after the
lunch and gave a full report to the RSO and my buddy who was in the station, one of the
cover guys there, and we talked about it.

Sure enough, about a week later, | get another invitdtifmu mug come to dinner at

my house.'We looked at the invitation, and the station chief, who knew the "resident,"
his Soviet counterpart at the embassy, through the resident went "OK, who will be at this
dinner that our consul has been invited tafAt they gave list, who at the Russian
embassy was going to be thekeGerman guy from the embassy, some other embassy
maybe the Czecihere'd be a Polish official there td®epresentational dinneso |

went to the dinnelAlso they invited- interesting becaudgy now this guy's been
identified as part of their office, clearly a recruitment efftmt. thinking, "I don't really
want to do thisThis is as far...And they said, "No, we want to know how they do this.
We want to follow thisWe won't take it too fa" | read spy novels; I'm a little wary
about something in my drink and waking up in a small room somewtasde overly
dramatic.Went to the dinneMy good buddy who | still keep in touch with, with the
agency, came with me along with one other empa#iial - the assistant GSO who
maybe knew the wife of this Russian diplomatizre were three or four of us from our
embassy, maybe 12 of us at the dinBting there talking to the Russian after dinner
and he was talking about how the bread in Riblas so badCan't get good bread here.
The Russian black bread, that's what you neBukeY eat it with vodka olives, bread,

and sharp cheesé3his bread, need real Russian breaadid, "Yeah, khleb russkie,
choroshd' "Russian bread is the bdsdack bread, my babcia made the best brddd."
said, "Look, we can get on the train at midnight aadhithis town in the Ukraine for
breakfast at my mother's house, and my mother can serve us brdtkiasta real
Russian breakfast, and you spéinel day there and come back the next day."

| was still sober enough to say, "No, sorry, | really can't do thaathe back, we had
another meeting, and | said, "That's it, I'm not going any fartmée"Russians werethe
relationship was changing noWhen did Gorbachev come iW®ould have been '86, '87

- because Reagan met with hiB86?[19851991]It was a big event in Poland, when
Reagan decided to meet GorbachEw first meeting was on ships in the Mediterranean
Sea, and then they had anotheldeland, Reykjavikl remember the Poles were so
unhappy that Reagan agreed to meet this Rusdalas.he being seduced by the Russian,
not the great Ronald ReagaB@cause they worshipped Reagan, loved Rinmgs were
changing, things were happeningrinén PolandOf course, over the next couple of
years, it really played out dramaticallyhe Wall went downl haven't been back to

Berlin or Warsaw since thertim told, "You would not recognize the place now."

Q: That's a good place to stop.
KRAJESKI: That's just one assignmek¥e just going to do one assignment every time?
Q: Oh absolutely.

KRAJESKI: Is this how you usually do it?
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Q: Oh, yesWorking with Skip Gnehm, 1 just finished my 54th sesblerkept extensive
notes and I'm usingiim as a model you might say, what does a busy person do.

KRAJESKI: I have lots of letterd.kept most of my diary as letters that | sent home, and
| always kept a copy of the lett&f course, once word processing came in, it was very
easy to keep thewn disks.

Q: Where did you go?

KRAJESKI: | finally came back to WashingtoAfter the assignment in Madras, the
wisdom was you did two assignments overseas and came back to Washington to be a
desk officerBut | couldn't do it because of this midlewelurse So after Warsaw, | said,
"I've got to go back.T got what | thought would be a great job, it turned out to be a great
job, which was senior political officer on the India ddgiot it mostly because of Peter
Burleigh who had been my DCph Ne[d]. | got it because | worked for Ed Djerejian.

Ed was the head of the press office when | worked those four months, then he became
assistant secretary for NEAhere were a couple of other people who knew me from my
India daysl ended up getting the Inglidesk officer job, | came back in August of '88 to
start on the India desk.

Q: Today is March 17th, 2016, with Tom Krajeski. Tom, we're off to the India desk;
when?

KRAJESKI: 1988.1 came out of Poland where | was the deputy in the consular section
for two and a half year$n June of '88 we left Poland and came to Washington for our
first real Washington toukVe had a shorter one previously for the #iedel course, but
this was the first | got the India desk jollhere was quite a large India deskhose

days.It was right next to the Pakistan desk; indeed, the two suites were open to each
other in this long row on the fifth floo&o on one end was Scott Butcher, the director for
India, Nepal, and Sri Lanka (INS)nd at the otherdr end of thesuite was Bob Flen

who was the director for Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Bangladesh,$vABwas INS and
PAB. We were all in NEA in those days, part of what was then called Near East and Asia
bureauNow it's just the Near Eastern Affairs Bureau, sq tkept the NEABuUt in 1988
India was literally the rump section of NEA.

Q: You started and left what years?

KRAJESKI: 1988 to 1990, two years.

Q: How stood relations with India in 19887

KRAJESKI: As it turned out, they were on the cusp of openingltnere were many
people on both sides, certainly people | knew on the India side and many in the States

from business people to academics to government people, who were frustrated that
Americanindian relations were as cold, distant and unproductive asmbiesyin 1988.
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Largely a result of the reality of the bipolar world in the 1960s and 1970s, into the '80s.
The Indians always claimed by the way that they were completely impateyf.were

the head of the NeAligned Group, they and Yugoslavia | thinleve the founderd.hey
very much considered themselves in the ceiitegy resented political pressure from the
United StateswWe on the other hand saw them as much too close to the Suvestsad a
closer relationship with Pakistalhwas a complex reteonship that had a lot of
unnecessary stresses on it.

As | arrived on the desk, there were three factors that play@mha).we had a new

president George H. W. Bush who had just come in and like all new administrations

they wanted to take new initiaes. Although Bush had been Reagan's vice president for
eight years, especially when he brought Baker in as his secretary of State, there was a
sense of "Let's take a look at some of these relationships around the world and see if we
can't improve themriake them more productivel'temember that phrase particularly
because we looked at this enormous market for American goods, the Indian middle class
which is larger than the population of the United Statserything in India with people

is big. They rave more poor people, matieh peoplemore middle classand there was

a rising middle class in Indi&low, that has burgeoned, but the strains are back again.

The middle class in those days, they wanted washing machines, cars, better housing, to be
able to travel, open options of educati@specially on the business side, there are some
great Indian businessmen.

Q: What were our concerns with India at the time?

KRAJESKI: The close relationship with Russia, still very much in 1988 even though the
Soviet Union under Gorbachev was showing considerable signs of moderation, countries
like Poland and Czechoslovakia were distancing themselves from the Soviet Union.
There was still a lot of suspicion about the Indians, particularly in our military wtilich s
valued its relations with Pakistahhere's a constant state of hostility up in Kashmir,
occasionally it breaks out into rather vigorous fightiflgey exchange artillery fire,

maybe a little push here and theFae history, it had been going for sertime, but there

were also some violent demonstrations and terrorist attacks in Kagthnas a real hot
spot.We were close to the Pakistanis, the Pakistanis and Indians were quite far apart, so
there was suspicion on our military sid@n the intelliggnce side, both sides were highly
suspicious of each other. We were pretty sure anything you told the Indians went straight
to Moscow, and the Indians didn't want to tell us anythlige Russians were still in '88

all over the place, the influence wastquieen.

Q: And the Bombay attack happened?

KRAJESKI: Oh, that was much lateFhe terrorist attack in Bombay was 2680d
somethinglIn '88 these were mostly smaller attacks, in Sringghr.you have a map up
there[on the wall of the interview room].hope it's a correct magust a side storyl

had an office that was about the size of fim&rview room] as the India desk officelr.
had a big map of IndiRakistan on the walDne of my first weeks there a Pakistani
diplomat came to visit, helodeen down talking to my buddy Bob Boggs, who was the
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Pakistan political officetHe sat down, turned around and looked at the map, pointed and
said, "l will not sit in this room so long as that map hangs on the whdlgot up and

left. Then about a wedlter | went to the Geographer and | said, "How do you do it?
How does this line of demarcation run up in Kashmit@"said, "We do it according to

the UN settlements and the cedise in '72, we do a dotted linetfe said, "The

Pakistanis don't like iBut neither do the Indians," and sure enough, two weeks after that
the Indian political counselor from the embassy came in, and he looked at the map and
said, "That map is wrong\.ou know that, and you should really change that midp."
wanted to take a peil and draw in the correct bord#rwas a sensitive issue, and we

were considered to be on Pakistan's sidhere was a lot of bilateral suspicion; the

Indians wanted to buy a supercomputer to do monsoon weatutkction.The
supercomputer vgal'm suie less powerful than the iPhone 6 | have in my pocket right
now, but in those days it was the big thi@mly America made thenit was basically a
combination of eight or 12 large computers, but it could process far fiastas used
legitimately as aveather predictoit was also used for other research, including nuclear
researchSo there was a great suspicion that the Indians werg tmunse the weather
computer [for other purpose$§o this is the sort of thing, that was the atmosphere.

The third factor was in NEA, then headed by Richard Murphy, there was very little
interest in IndiaMurphy was an Arabist, he was an NEA guy, the focus is on the peace
process, it's on Egypt and Israel, Syria, the Gulf, the '80s are the war between Iran and
Iragin which we flagged tankers with American flagsdeed there was an Indian vessel

| think we sunk.So NEA leadership wasn't particularly interestédould do it only

unde duressHowie Schaffer and Tezi [Teriésa] Schaffer, twanarried Foreign Seree
ambassadors eventually, they were the two DASes (deputy assistatdrsd, Howie

first then Tezilt was kind of fun because we got to do India pol@gker- | don't know

if you ever worked directly with Baker's stalffe was very much an issdéiecused

secretary of State"what is the issue we're dealing with toddytat's what we're going

to work on."He didn't like the "dogs and cats" of foreign policy, the half an hour he has
to spend with the Venezuelan ambassador then the 45 minutes withnigjadieshi

foreign minister, so it was hard to get Baker's atterjborindia]

On the other side of that we had two powerful for€se, a guy named Stephen Solarz
who was the chair, if not the chair he was the head of the Near East committee on the
House Foreign Affairs committee; he was a New York congressman.

Q: I spoke to his wife Sunday.

KRAJESKI: Really?Because he's dead now.

Q: She said, "You interviewed my husbandad three sessions with hiviery powerful
figure, very good too.

KRAJESKI: | agree completelyHe was very much interested in India, promoting U.S.

Indian relationshipg-e liked me; | was just a junior guBut like many doing Indig]
wondered]'Why the hell don't we have a stronger relationship with the world's largest
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democracy, with this huge potential market, with this powerful militay@a had and

has one of the most powerful militaries, particularly their naeir army and navy are

very strong.There was a sense that this doesn't make sense, why aren't we deeper
engaged®olarz pushed haréle would get very frustratetle would call Murphy up for

a hearing and Murphy wouldn't gioe'd send Howie Schaffer or T&haffer.Solarz got

so frustrated, he demanded that we create the South Asia bureau which happened just as |
was leaving the desk in 1990 (transcriber: actually created in . IB®2pouth Asia

bureau in those days was just South Asia, INS and PAB were the whole Quratsua

later story.

And then we had the Indians who are the Indidhe. Indians have one of the world's
oldest civilizationsWhen we were chewing tree bark and painting ourselves green, the
Indians were reading and writinigheard a lot of this, from thiadians and later the
Egyptians when | worked in Egypt, td®o the Indians, particularly the northern Indians,
had a very high sense of s&b they were offended often that the United States was not
paying attentionThey bristled at the notion they wio somehow become dependent
upon or owing to the United States, or that we would force them to do somd&thayg.

sent an ambassador who | remember was a Kashmiri poet, he was the last of the Kashmiri
princes At independence, remember, each of the piynstates in India held a

referendum to determine whether or not they would become part of the Ahioh.

them did except Kashmirthat referendum was never held, although they did agree that
the ruling family would no longer rule.

Q: As I recall, theruling family was Muslim

KRAJESKI: No, they were HinduKaran Singh, they were Singhs, Punjabis, they were
Hindu. Karan Singh was the crown prince in 1948 when this happéteedas just a kid
then.He became the ambassador to the United States in E&8€@nating man

genuine poet, a gentle guy, an ego as big as all outdd®isame in basically with the
same mandate that we had, which is how do you improve relatiosisi@mber a
meeting with Bill Clark who was going out to be our ambassadordia;lhe had not yet
been confirmed.

Q: He was political counselor when | was in Korea.

KRAJESKI: Right. He had been assistant secretary for East Asia, for-BAlRNK,

maybe he was principal deputy, when he was appointed to be ambassador # liglia.
jump. Bill's a terrific guy.As a young desk officer | have this very experienced officer
going out as ambassador, he treated me very i@ll.know how that relationship is
when you're waiting to be appointeglou don't have anybody really except ydesk
officer. Your desk officer is your staffkeeps]your scheduleBill was very tied in with
people like Margaret Tutwiler arfdthers on|Baker's staff, from his year previous with
EAP.BIill was going out; Karan Singh had just arriveeslambassadd8o we wenbut to
do a briefing with Singh introduce the two of them, talk to $jim, see where we were
going to @. The Indians have one of the most beautiful residences in Washington,
overlooking Rock Creek Parkway, close to the Zéorgeous hous&Ve went to have tea
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with Karan Singh and the deputy chief of mission, the political counselor who | knew
well, and Bill Clark.Singh was genuinely interested in how do we improve relations.
How do we get through some of this stiffness and coldness thahfsevenore
productive relationship@lark said, "I'll be frank with you.Diplomats like to say, "I'll be
frank with you;" sometimes we amill said, "You have a terrible relationship with
CongressThe Pakistanis eat your lunch on the Hilldon't knav whether Karan Singh
understood that phras#akistanis are up there all the tinidey have friends all over
the Hill. When there's an issue, they've got people who will deal with it on Bley.
have members whom they court gndho] know PakistanY ou've got to do the same.
India does not have that kind of influence and connestiarthe Hill.It's extremely
important in this town; you need to get out and do it."

Q: In some interviews I've done, | talked with people who dealt with Iidiay said
Indians had a sense of dignity, they'd only talk to somebody of conferrabléArahk.
they wouldn't talk to Congressghis was killing them.

KRAJESKI: Let me give you the punch line of this story, it fits exactly what you said.
Singh though about this asdid, "This is a very good idedde turned to his DCM and
said, "Find me 15 or 20 of these fellows and invite them over forltdatik Clark just
went, "No, no."Any smart ambassador in this towand there are manyknow you go
after the staffersyou go and see those senior staffers in the congressmen's office, you
pay visits on the Hillindia had a huge advantage in thi®u've got an Indian

community in New York or DetroiOr Los Angeles, they were hugely wealthy and
influential in California Take advantage of ilf you want a congressman to listen, talk
about that community, how you were "out in the community, they're seseftliéd here,
that's such a great way of building our relationship, blah blah blalat'congressman

will listen, because now you're talking votéslow, you don't want to get involved in
elections Mr. Ambassador, but you have an influential wealthy community who can give
contributions and votes."

Singh didn't get itThe second story on Singh, as we start on the déslr one big and
influential supporter on the Hill is Daniel Patrick Moynihan, former ambassador to India,
still very much involved in Indial got to meet Moynihan a number of times, fascinating
characterOne of the first meetings we have with Singlwith MoynihanWe persuade
Singh to go up to Moynihan's offieehis is the Senate, this is a big deal, and he's one of
the senior Democratic senatovge have a very good meetingoynihan says, "I'm

going to host a reception in th@apitol] dome"- | don't know if they still do that"to
welcome you, Karan Singh, to Washington, and introducelyaull be a great

opportunity for you to meet my colleagues, make some contaetf.invite a lot of your
staff." This is a big deal, good thing, I'm agited.That reception is incredible, the only
one I've been to in the domEhere's a lot of senators and congressmen there, quite a
crowd. Lot of staffers All chattering and talkingMoynihan takes the podium, gives an
eloquent speech even though tisisix o'clock at night; if you know Moynihan he wasn't
often sober at six o'clock at niglite was one of the most brilliant speakers | have heard.
So he gives a nice speech, welcoming Karan Singh, says all the right Tiiergs.

Pakistani ambassador is thas well Great momentKaran Singh gets up, and he recites
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poetry for about 30 minute®h, God, you could just see the air go out of the rdden.
talks about the greatneskindia, the cultureAnd you could just see everybody go,
"Who the fuck cares®ho IS this guy?'lt was badly timedHe didn't have the touch.

Now, things eventually broke with India and dgithose two yearfRajiv Gandhi has

taken over the Congress Party and he's very business oridatednts to open up

business, he's pushitg change laws to make it easier for businessmen to move currency
around, to hire and fire peoplEhere's a big change going on in India that's liberalizing

the business climate that literally exploded in the '90s and 2000s, so you watch the Indian
econany grow, not quite as fast as the Chinese economyradid watch our relations

grow with it. Just a tremendous amount of interest in American business in going to India
and trying to do business.

Q: Did you run across the residue of the London SchoBcohomics Fabian socialist
thing that Indira Gandhi brought up?

KRAJESKI: More than a residud@his was still very much part of Congress' political
mantra- socialism, high taxe§.here was still Communism there, especially in West
Bengal, Calcutta I'm trying to remember the nanfigyoti Basu] he was chief minister

there foreverln 1988 | took that wonderful trip that desk officers get when they send you
out, in my case for almost three weekwent to Bombay, Delhi, Madras, Calcutta,
Islamabad, Karachl didn't go to Sri Lanka but all over Indieremember the meeting in
CalcuttaFirst of all, have you ever been to Calcutitafia has some cities that are
imposing, the shock of walking out of the train station or the taxi ride to your hotel is just
unbelievable the mass of people, the seeming chaos of the plateutta has it in
spadesAlthough Calcutta also had one of the first metro lines in India that | rode on, to
go out to the tennis club.

| went to my meeting with the government, and g@ught about the protocol thing; they
looked and said, "What level are we going to do this desk officet di@f't get the top
guys but | got some senior people in the Communist Fasglked into the room and
they were seated, four of them on aed platform behind a table, rather sternly dressed
in the Congress Indian fashion, although they were Commuhsstslower than them,
looking up at the four of thenThey gave their little talking points and | gave mine.
Behind them was a picture ofalyBasu, the chief ministeAnd next to Jyoti Basu, a
picture of Josef Stalirih 1988!I stared at itSo we naturally got into the relationship
with the Soviet Union, which they cherishé@dsked them what they thought of
Gorbachev and glasnost andgstroika, the changes in the Soviet UniOne of them
shook his head and said, "We understand that change is inevitable and there has to be
progressWe can always make things better for our pedpleg.when they drag the good
name of Josef Stalin thronghe mud, they've gone too far."

| had no talking point for that.think my mouth was wide open.

Fascinating placéd guy named Ken Brill was the consgiéneral when | was visiting).
don't know if Ken was with me at that meeting, we were trying tadggher level of
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people.l think he waslt was quite stunningndia is an amazing country, as | said when
we were talking about Madraswas instantly fascinated, seduced, taker wanted to
do more on Indial. was really happy with the job | had.

Q: Were we concerned with the BJP
KRAJESKI:Not particularly.
Q: There's this religious, racial component.

KRAJESKI: The BJP's more moderaféhere also was a party that was a Hindu
nationalist party, they were often involved in some of the violesthels with Muslims.

The big thing is, they would walk by a Muslim mosque and throw a shoe made out of
pig's leather into it, and the Muslims would throw a shoe made out of cow's leather into
the Hindu templeThat would quickly escalate into violence arebple being killed.

There was concern that this nationalist party, like Europe today thienanigrant

parties, the new nationalisnthis is similar.t had a wing that was very almost National
Socialist/Nazi sort, training young people to be good Hingiteng Hindus, to fight for
Hinduism.The BJP walked the line with these parties the way a lot of European parties
are walking the line with these more radical nationalist parties.

Q: You were on the India desk when things fell apart in Easter Eu&$pand all. How
did the Indian Communist Party react?

KRAJESKI: I would have to lookl know that Jyoti Basu and the Communist Party of
West Bengal stayed in power well into the '@xtually until 2001] There were still
remnants of Communist partie®and, the national CommuniBarty was weaklndia,

unlike some of the Soviet Union's other client states like Cuba, South Y-dnuta was

not overly economically dependent on the Soviet Unldrey did sell a lot of Indian

goods in Russia, Indian clotig, food- it was a big market for the Indians, so as turmoil
hit the Soviet Union and markets changed, that affected some Indian busiOestes.
military side, the relationship remained quite strong through the whole transition because
India had investd in Russian, Sovidiuilt equipment for decade®nce you make an
investment like that you've got to keep it going, it's really hard to make the transition to
French or British or American equipment.

Q: | often wonderYou're a military planner and athese little wars have broken out.
The Soviet equipment doesn't hold up as well as the American or British...

KRAJESKI: It dependsThe Kalashnikov is the best rifle in the world, astonishingly
durable and versatil&@he planes?Again, you've invested souch in the supply train for
whatever version of the MiG you havé's enormously expensive to either buy from
somewhere else or to build your owWine Indians have now quite a large defense
industry, they build a lot of their own equipmenanks,ships, | think planedon't

know if they're building them on the same level as the MiGs absFand Mirages, the
top-line world fightersThey have a large armiythink they make their own rifledlost
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everything the army needs, even tanksat may ke General Dynamics that went in and
helped with the tanks.

Q: When you were on the desk, did you get involved in potential military sales?

KRAJESKI: Not many.The big sale as | said was the supercomputer Baége was

some military- we were tryingThe [US] military was interested, but cautioi$here was

a sense that the world was changiBg.1990 that had grown into a very large sense, that
things are changing, that the Soviet's ability to project power and maintain these
relationships was clearlyemkeningl still don't think people saw it fracturing in the way

it did by 1990.So there was interest in tflgS] military to see if they could come in, fill

a few gaps, make a few offefithe Indians were suspicious, and we're expensive
compared to thRussians. We're much better, our argument when we're selling things is
"We're a whole lot better."

Q: We're back nowHow do we feel about Rajiv Gandhi?

KRAJESKI: He was the next generation, the young, bustfressdly international

leader His mother was stil when was his mother assassinatgoié 31, 1984He was
assassinated after that, trying to rememHerwas considered the guy who was going to
take India into the 21st centumie was big on hiech and business, and we were big on
hi-tech and busines$here was enthusiasm among the business community especially,
but also the political and military guys were looking beyond Indira, beyond Congress, the
Nehrus.

Q: Had the system developed where today you have a technical questdialand
number and get somebody who's in Bangalore?

KRAJESKI: That wasn't there yet, but it was comihgaw this in Madras, this growing
community of Indian software engineers and software companies who were designing
programs for the banks and commuations.

Q: Why are the Indians so good at that?

KRAJESKI: I don't know.The Indians are good at a lot of thingibe main reason |

think is educationWhile they didn't have a comprehensive education system for the one
billion people that lived in the cmtry, if you were rich enough or not so poor as to be

able to go to school, and you lucked out and were in a place where there were pretty good
government secondary schools, you could then compete for the Indian university system.
If you got into the Indan universities, and IIT is the big one, the Indian Institute of
Technologylf you could get in, you got a really good educatibhat education was in

English, and it was tepotch.They focused on the sciencesngineering, tech,
medicine.Indiantrained doctors, went to medical school in India, were scarfed up by the
big medical schools and hospitals in the United Statesy were prime applicants for
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residency programs, specialty programs in mediémthe stilknew but exploding field

of computettechnology, the Indians were right up thélfeey were establishing

companies in India, American companies were establishing partnerships with them,
Indians were traveling to the United States to take up technical jobs and to do technical
contractsThey were also less expensive than Ameritia@mned software engineers

though that balanced off very quickly; Indians are not dumb and they realized, "We may
get our foot in the door because we caderpriceanother company that's bidding, but
once we're in, wexpect the same amount that anybody else gets."

Q: When you look at it, you think the Soviets should have been able to dihthate a
mathematical people.

KRAJESKI: I met a number of Indians, not so many in the south when I lived there and
on the dekwherel ran across a few through the government, who instead of going to an
Indian university which is what most of them wanted, that was their first choice because
it's expensiveo go outside,®a lot of[them studiedengineering and some in meidie

went to Moscow and studied at that enormous international, Patrice Lumumba University
in Moscow, their international universityhey had to learn to speak Russian to do it

most of these folks had been educated in English up to that point, somatidiedi or
another language, but if you were going to go into university you knew at age six that you
had to be fluent in English, reading, writing, comprehension, if you're going to get into
the top Indian universitie.he option of going to Russtdhe immediate language

barrier. Those who did it | think would say they got a good engineering education and a
good medical education, but they almost always were negative about the experience.
Russians are racistBhe Indians were considered second classng in Moscow as a
brown-skinned individual is not a happy thing to do, even to&ayk in the '60s and '70s
and '80s when this was happening, | rarely heard a good Witk the folks who went

to the United States, predominantly grad students ththeyhdid a lot of undergrads too,

in the sciences and medicine and engineehtast of them stayed, they liked it so much.
They had opportunity, got welcomed into the communities, most of them skayhd.

'90s, after my desk job, many of them were capback to India to establistompanies

take advantage of the great opening of busin&s®n you look at immigration flowing

back and forth and tradd'm not going to get political here but | saw it first hand,

starting as a visa officer in 1982 in Wtas, India, to the desk officer and then following

it in the years hencéHow can you argue anything but this is a positive trend, the

building of this relationship, building busineSome of the most brilliant scientists,

doctors and engineers in thaiteéd States are of Indian birth or heritage, born in the
States.'This is great for both countries.

Q: At two o'clock I'm seeing my doctor, she's Pakistaf@.go a long way.

KRAJESKI: They have a real respect for education, including at the level wieree
not getting a good educatioviou go out into the villages in India, working with the
poor, in the slumsthere's still this drive towards learnirf§ome amazing books about
the slums of Bombay and the informal schools that come up in the $lains t
occasionally produce a brilliant student that makes it.
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Q: Were we at all interested to do something about the Indian poor?

KRAJESKI: These were the days when USAID had its own policies as to what we were
doing internationally, engaging with coungidid was not, | don't think they had an
AID mission in India.

Q: Had a huge bankroll in India which | think was more than the Indian budget.

KRAJESKI: I mentioned Daniel Patrick Moynihawhen | met him, he showed me a
picture of himself when he was aassador, in the '708hey've[India] had some big

[stars as US ambassadbifJohn]Kenneth Galbraithl. think Moynihan was ambassador
under Nixon.There's a picture of him with the Indian minister of Finance, there's one of
these large checkh's like 10 billion rupees|16 billion rupees, approx. 2 billion dollars]
and they're throwing it into a furnace, they're going to buf@drrection: The check was
deposited into Indian government accounts to write off debts.]

Q: Moynihan was '73 to '75.

KRAJESKI: So the last years of Nixoithey recognized we had so much Indian
currency on reserve, it was affecting the value of the currency in the cddotryit was
not internationally exchanged until the '90s, | don't know when they went to sebimg it
international currency marketSo the exchange rate was &&iu could only use rupees

in India. There was a black market of course like there are in most countries with
currency restrictionslhere were severe penalties for trading in dollars and gimgg
goods.We had beautiful housing when I lived in India, because what else could we do
with the rupees but buy landi®deed, they prohibited us from buying more land after a
while; we sold some of it back to thehgot to float home on th@E2(QueenElizabeth

2) from Southampton to New York because Cunard had an office in Bombay, we could
buy the tickets using rupee3o the budget officer in Delhi said, "We don't want to fly
you homelf you're willing to take the boat, take the bedts cheaperdr us.We've got

this roomful of rupees that we're trying to spevidu want to go first class dQE2?

Boom! It's cheaper than flying you home on Pan Am," which was the other opaon.
Am didn't take rupees, we had to pay dollars.

Q: Were there any prdéems with Indian students or tourists in the United States that
came to your attention?

KRAJESKI: Not so much on the deslk.was interesting being a desk officer because you
do get the whole gamut of issues that are involved in a relatiodsbguple ¢ cases

with Americans in trouble in India that came to the attention of the @d&dn these

were judicial cases where an Indian had absconded from the United States d/éndia.
had an extradition treaty with India that went back to 1927 when Indiatillgsart of

the Raj, but the Indians still honoredlitwas a very difficult process to extradite

someone from India to the United States. It was also extremely difficult to extradite from
the United States to Indi&he cases | remember most werepghaperty cases he
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Indians wanted to rebuild their consulate in San Francisco, they wanted to expand it; they
had a large Indian community thefiene property they owned was a historically

recognized house in San Francisco, and the Indians decided tteegoiey to make the
changes anyway, because "We've got diplomatic immunities, you can't prosecute us if we
decide to put an office wing on this propertyie community, the San Francisco
Preservation Society or whatever they were called, took them tbaralisued them,

which they can't do.

It all comes down to the State Department and the Office of Foreign Mis$ioes.

wanted to build a consulate in Houston, so we said, "We're not going to give you
permission to buy property in Houston until youlgett San Francisco with the
Preservation Societylh the end they had to take down the addition because they wanted
property[in Houston] | was surprised we would leverage like this, back and fuv.

also did on personnel, the Indians would warddd personnel to their New York
consulate; we want to add personnel to Bombagre'd be an exchange, "How many do
you have?That was kind of interesting.

There were a lot of Americans traveling to Indéichael Jackson was going to India
when | was orthe desk, and Michael Jackson traveled with a monkey in 1989;
everywhere he went he brought his monkey with Ailis is going to be a huge tour, go
to Delhi, sing, perform, the Indians are all ecstalike most places around the world,
they love Amercan music, culturelhis is the biggest rock star, the biggest pop star in
the world, coming to Indid.remember talking to his managers as they were making
arrangements for him to flythe embassy got involved with a couple of thingsen
literally a week or two before the concerts were to take place, the Indians got wind of this
monkey and said, "No monkeWe have enough monkeys in India, they're a real
problem for us rabies and diseask.he comes in with a monkey, we're going to
guarantine the mdwey." The quarantine was a Britigtyle six-month quarantine;
Jackson was going to be there for seven or eight tfayise end, the Indians held their
ground, and Jackson canceled everythitgydidn't go without his monkey.

A wonderful woman named MadecBernicat who's our ambassador to Senegal, | believe.
No, she's in Bangladesh, she was in Sen&gjd.was the Nepal desk officer and she also
did Indian politicalmilitary affairs.Another guy named Joe Barnes was the Sri Lanka
desk officer- we were rally good friends, you make great friends when you're in a small
team like thatln Washington you tend to work long hours, much longer than necessary
almost alwaysSo you really do develop strong friendshilkarcia and | were just

roaring over the monke | think Joe Barnes may have written a poem about it.

When you're on the desk, every day is a different thihgs is before emailWe did have
Wang computers, which were an incredible bebloved them because you could keep
your talking points ther on the system so that when somebody was coming ie¢b m
with TeziSchaffer or Murphy or even higher up, you could go and click your talking
points quickly, but them into the briefing paper or background memo, update them as
necessarylhen if people hé edits or changesyou still passed it around in paper in
those days, you couldn't send it electronicaltywas easy to make the changes and
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produce the finall loved it. But we had telephones, and you remember we used to call it
the "yellow rain,” hose yellow phone message sli#ile you were out, your secretary
would take phone messages and there'd be a little stack of them on yourrakegu'd

call people back and leave messages and have this exchange gding aeed to have

to wander thdaalls with your papers to get them cleared.

Q: Did you have problems with NEA or farther up the line getting stuff cleared?

KRAJEXI: It depended who was in the chafior us, the most importaperson was
our director.Scott Butchervas the director of our offican EAP[East Asia Pacific
Bureau]guy who was brought over to run the India dés&.was a wonderful leader,
great human beindfe cleared things very quickly.ou'd show it to him, sit down and
talk about what you were ing to do; he might have a suggestion, he might say "You
really need to go to PM (Bureau of Politiddllitary Affairs) and get a clearance from
PM on this," and you could do all of tha&hen it would go to the staff an the sixth
floor who would firg give it to the deputy assistant secretary to looktsd two of
them, Howie Schaffethen his wife Bzi Schaffer First year it was Howie, he was a
South Asia hand, became ambassadd®angladesh | believ&ezigot Sri LankaHe
was a very meticulss man.

You get everything done, you find out in the morning what your assignments were going
to be as far as writing and preparing memos and papers for folks up theBgh2i@0

pm| had it drafted and had the preliminary clearances from PM or 10 Bk
International Organization Affairs) or whatever bureau | needed to go to depending on
the issueSo by 2:00 or 3:00 | had it upstaiW/ith Howie, around 5:00 you get a phone
call - phone would ring on your desk, he'd say "Come up hétek. He was abruptWe
were on the fourth floor in those days, the India dégk.would walk up to the sixth

floor where the assistant secretary's suite was, right aboYeuwis. walk into Howie's

office and he'd be there with his silver Cross pen, and he'd ibg siith yourdraft, and
you'd sit in your chair opposite the desk, and he'd go through your points with his Cross
pen, marking perfectlyhis handwriting was impeccablevery once in a while he'd look
up at youSometimes he'd ask a questiBometimesie'd shake his heatihis is like 20
minutes, you sit in front of this guy while he's doing thistrought other stuff to do, I'd

be reading, working on something else while he was going throudalthf.

Sometimes his remarks were kind of hatgiemember, he's reading this piece of paper,
and he looks up and says, "Can't anybody write down thBre3:30 or so you're back
down in your offices making the changes Howie wants you to nialseme cases you
have to call people to say, "Howie just madehange, | need to make sure you're OK
with it before | pass it back up to the staffesid go to Murphy or Murphy's successor,
John Kelly.Kelly cared even less about India than Murphy did, so we knew once it was
through Schaffer and to the staff ai@tiMurphy or Kelly would have almost no changes
to it. And then it would go ufto the seventh floor principalsind you were free to go
home.l was a member of a softball team, the last years | played competitively, | was 38
years oldThey played up atacoma Park, the games would start at 6:30 in the
summertimel loved playing softballl would get changed in my office into my softball
duds and get ready to go and jump into my car or with my buddies (we had a carpool)
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and get up to Tacoma Park in tifiee the ballgameThere was a number of nights/as
delayed.That angered me more than anythitigve had like the foreign minister in town

or a new ambassador or somebody and there's a lot going on, you worked as many hours
as you had to workBut routinely, | disliked being delayed by that.

Q: Any state visits or close to state visits?

KRAJESKI: We did not[There were ahumber of senators who went to India, | recall
Kennedy goingNobody above CongresBhe secretary of State did n8aker dealt wh

the big issues, he's working Soviet Union probably 24 hours a day, peace process, Israel
still very much on his agendd 988 to '90, until Saddam invades Kuwait which impacts
Israel and results in the Madrid talk&u really couldn't get Baker's attem.

I'll go back to Karan Singh, the new Indian ambassad®mvants to pay a call on the
secretary of State beyond the presentation of credentials which he's alreadyhdteea
very formal thingWe're trying to persuade the secretary's stafftthats a good idea;

the secretary needs to spend 15 minutes, that's all we're asking, with Karan Singh.
Exchange of viewsBill Clark was with me then, he talked to Margaret Tutwiler, Baker's
spokesperson, talks her into doingSt they agree, Karanrigh will get 15 minutes of

the secretary's timéve never prepared more for a meeting, because the secretary was
basically "Why am | meeting with this guy@bt to tell him right up front, "Here's why
you're meeting with him, here are the three issuesegd to raise with himOne was

the nuclear issue, probably a trade issue, and there may have been Kashmir points, too.
Get it all prepped, one page for the secretary.

| meet Karan Singh down at C Street, he's there with his political courtdeljphe

political counselorjvas such a good guy, he went on to fairly high positions in the
Foreign Ministry after thatde was a Singh as wellovinder Singh, | believé tell the
ambassador as directly as | can as a desk officer, "You've got 15 miDondsvaste
them.Make your pointsBaker doesn't like small talk, he likes a quick, efficient
exchange; this is a great chance to do thee"go up, wait in that beautiful room outside
the secretary's offic&Ve're a little bit late, waitingiVe walk intothe secretary's office,

we sit downRight after the "Hello and welcome to the United States, Mr. Ambassador,"
literally the 30 seconds of small talk that Baker would tolerate, Singh launches into a 20
minute monologue on the importance of India and @&itig the United States for
neglecting Indiaand not understanding [thente's a fairly mellow guy, but it's a 20
minute rambling monologue on the importance of India in the wBd#er listens

politely; his face is hardly movindgim thinking, "I'm goirg to get killed here.Tezimay

have beemtthat one or Howie, one of the deputy assistant secret@tiggiler was in

the meeting too, first time | met h&@he's a stern figur&he's kind of looking at her
watch.At one point she says, "Thank you Mimbassador.And the secretary literally
justsays, "Very interestin@@ye."

| escort him out of the offic&Ve got nothing out of that, nothingnd I'm sure Baker

afterwards thought, "Wasted 20 minutes of my day@ver heard about it but I'm just a
desk officer.It was a difficult relationshipuS and India] One that shouldand still
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should be a lot easierlt's much broader now, much more interSknton went for a

visit, Obama's been for a visit, we've had their prime ministers here on amafmbe
occasionsObama got invited to the national day parade two years ago, a bi¢ deal.
remember it poured rain during the entire pardthe. relationship's much bettét’s
fascinating and it was fun as a desk officer in those days because of thiele@bvef
interest in India, whether it was the White House or DOD (Department of Defense) or
State- desk officers, that network you build as a desk officer, we were really kind of
running the policylt was fun.

Q: How were relations at the fourth flotevel with Pakistan?

KRAJESKI: My colleagues on the Pakistan desk were great fun, and we wereossy
with each otherBob Flaen[was director] and | had Bob Boggs as my counterpart, a
woman named Mary Anne Peters was the def@aye great peoplan the Afghanistan
desk.When did the Soviets pull out of Afghanistafwdund that timelt was a very
active place to workThere was a sense that relations with India were changing,
beginning tdget] close with India and that was unnerving to the PakistThe
Pakistanis had a number of things going on that we were not happy with, particularly
their nuclear progranit led to the total embargo of all military sales to Pakistan
sometime in the early '908m trying to remember the senaf@ressler, BSD, 197997]
who was responsible for pushing this through the Senate and Cor8peksre was real
apprehension on the side of the Pakistaifis.were getting a little closer to China as
well, which was not pleasing the Indiagd then the Soviet Uniowas collapsingA
real sense of uncertaintyte had one serious dugp on Kahmir when | was there,
when artillery fire [led tofroop movements, gunfire across the bordeds.remember
going back and looking at the 197&rfa Agreement that Benazir Bkto's[Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto] father had signed, he was then prime minister of Pakiéfarn that period were
also very apprehensive about which way the world was gémémericans, we were
looking at the positive results of the Soviet Union's brg@jof its loss of influence in
Eastern Europé&Ve overreacedto these events, sometimes without thinking cleaig.
did this in the Arab Spring in 2011.

After this desk job, | went to the Operations Cerert. | really was focused on India, |
thought ths was where I'd make my career.

Q: Let's talk about the situation at the time and how you felt about the nuclear issue
between these two powers, Pakistan and India, at that time.

KRAJESKI: With India it was a fascinating danckhey, as had the Pakistanhad

refused tesigned the NoiProliferation Treatyn 1968 The NonProliferation Treaty was
enacted in the '60s, when the nuclear powers agreed they would restrict the development
of nuclear weapons to the five who were currently producing thamindians resented

it and refused to sigibo we knew they were developiagveaponthey had a program

aimed at developing a nuclear weapadhey denied it, said that their engineering was for
nuclear powerl told you about the supercomputer, which wa® afaluable in the

production of weapons grade uranium.
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Q: What did we do with that?

KRAJESKI: Eventually the salfof the supercomputerjas approvedAbout the end of
my stay thereThe economic officer for India, Warren, he worked hard at Tsdre

were restrictions and inspections and it was only supposed to be used for monsoon
predictions which as | said, was a valid use of this computer, weather predsctitire
sale did go through.

The nuclear issuewe knew through other sources at leastsafriwhat the Indians were
up to, similar to the Iran situation tod&e knew what the Pakistanis were doing though
not to the extent they were.

Q: Had the Indians tested?

KRAJESKI: I don't think soThe tests were much later, for both countrigee Indians
may have conducted have to go back and take a look, in my mind before the Non
Proliferation Treaty, they may have conducted a ¥st!d have to check the history on
that.[The first test was in 1974T]hat's where | first heard the phrase, 'Tof a
screwdriver away.Everything is in place, if they make the decision to do it, they just
have to turn that screwdriver, and they've got a bdrnby can conduct a testvhich
eventually they didFurther tests in 1994 and 19984kistanis as welllhere were those
in Congress who were very vocal about the need to do more to prevent India and Pakistan
from developing nuclear weapoMe as a matter of policy thought it was extremely
important to keep them from becoming nuclear capdlbley were shaoting at each
other, off and onThere had been three wars, '47, ‘&id '72War was very much a
possibility, and the idea of them having nuclear weapons just scared the hell out of
everybody.

Q: When you left the desk, how did you see India-Vis its two neighbors, Pakistan
and China?

KRAJESKI: There was a border clash with China as well during that tifke.the

Kashmiri line of control, there was a similar arrangement following the-628%hinese

India war on the eastern bordeffere were Idian troops confronting Chinese troops

and there was an exchange that caused us a lot of worries as well, since our relations with
China were just starting to deepen a little bit so we'd actually be able to talk to the
Chinese; same with the Indiass hgppens in Kashmir now mostly, they quickly come

to an agreement to stop the aggression, whateveiMaye got India and China, and the
Pakistanis were probably looking at themselves as the odd man out, as the United States
was focusing on both China ahdtlia as the Soviet Union is losing power and we're
becoming the single power in the woNlle're looking at India and China and Pakistan is
thinking, "You used us when you needed us, and nowvthifik the coup de grace on that

was the passing of thisdislation in the early '90s that among other things, stopped
Pakistani officers from studying at American scho8lsmething, from my almosast

job at NDU (National Defense University), that's an enormously valuable program that
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we have, bringing in tiee foreign military officers with their families for one year to our
military schoolsWe make connections around the world that you just can't put a price
tag on.Pakistanis for | don't know how many yeakshen | got to NDU in 2009,
Pakistanis had comzack and we were trying to bring more, we were allowing Pakistan
double the number of other countries because we recognized, we lost a generation of
Pakistani officers because they were prohibi@dthe Pakistanis may well have done
this, said "We're nagoing to send anybody to your schools, if you're not going to sell us
anything."There was a period where our military relationship with Pakistan really
bottomed outThe Pakistanis never really forgave us; even today, there's a sense that
when we were adronting the Soviet Union, Pakistan was there shoulder to shoulder
with us.But as soon as the Soviet Union went away, we said, "Thanks for all the fish;
bye."

Q: Did you find your dealing with the Indianr$ndians have a tendency to preach to
other peple, and we do the sanf@ometimes it's like two rival Baptist ministers
thumping their Bibles at each other.

KRAJESKI: Yeah, yeahThat's a good comparisohhis occurs more at the senior level
than at the desk officer level, which is where | w&lbien Ihad lunch with Jovinder

Singh, the Indian political counselor, we didn't do this with each other, it was much more
practical. We were both in the same positiotihese are two great countries, why can't we
get along better, why aren't we doing more wabheother?he world's greatest
democracy with the world's biggest democraleyfta was the world's biggest

democracy, we were the world's oldest or greaBrst.anka was like the "smallest
democracy" and Pakistan was the "fledgling democrdeyetybodyhad a phrase for it.

But at the senior level, | mentioned the Karan Singh stories alréhdie was a

tendency among senior Americans and Indians to talk at each other rather than have a
practical exchange.

Q: Did you get any feel for the state of Inglistudies at U.S. schools and universities,
and American studies in India?

KRAJESKI: Of the latter, there wasn't a |dtle saw Americans going to India for
business and for quaseligious purposed here's quite a large contingent of Americans
at ashramand studying with the guruBidian universities wouldn't admit foreign
students, the good Indian universities which were all statd dom't think they admitted
foreign students, periothdeed, if Indian students wanted to go IIT, say, and they had
been born in the Statg¢and there were many), they had to renounce their American
citizenship.As a consular officer, | had young Indians coming into my office renouncing
their American citizenshig.don't know if that's still the cas&€he largestommunity of
Americans again were business people and thesemliggdus touristsQuite a few

regular tourists, go to the Taj Mahal, etc.

Q: At the time, the Indian population in the United States was not a major political force.
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KRAJESKI: I don't thnk so, it was just beginning to get a sense of its own political
weight in places like Californiadhat was largely because it was a fairly wealthy
community.Like all first-generation immigrant communities, people who are doing well
and settled were boin India. Their children were just starting to go into college and
beyond.l think - | love that as Foreign Service officers, we're always "expert" about
things we really don't know a whole lot abeatmong first generation immigrants there
is a reluctane to engage politically in the United States.

Q: It's a little later they discover that there really is power.

KRAJESKI: We'll get into the Arab phase of my career next time, but | used to go to
places like Detroit, Michigan where there are large A@hraunities Always a talking

point among the leadership of the community would be, "Why is AIPAC (American
Israel Public Affairs Committee) so powerfi#hy does Congress listen to this Israeli
lobby all the time?Why don't they listen to usAnd I'd say,"That's because you don't

talk to them.You haven't organized.ou have enormous power if you organize and use it
to lobby Congress, to get your point of view across to administratfausdon't do that.
The American Jewish community doebd'always sg@ AIPAC isn't an Israeli lobby, it's

an American Jewish lobbyYou can be an American Arab lobbyhey're better at it

now. The Indians | don't think have ever taken that on, it's a large community but | think
the largest of the Indian communities are siecalled Patels, who came out of Bombay.

If you go down in the South (a couple of movies have been made on this with these as
characters) all of the motels at one time were "Patel motels."

Q: I've seen them.

KRAJESKI: And the Sikhs all went into gatasions, everywheréirabs too, by the way,
Arabs like to own gas stationBhat's true | guess of a lot of immigrant groups, the first
focus is businessdaking enough money to send your kids to become doctors.

Q: AIPAC, obviously Israel is a major caudénere isn't a uniting thing around Indians...

KRAJESKI: Kashmir would be one of that sort, it's not as importeot.the Indians,

you're right.That's interesting because as you look at the development of Indian
involvement in American politics, it isasically the second generation that's doing it.
They're all over the map politicallyf.ou've got guys like Bobby Jindal of Louisiana

who's a pretty conservative Republicikhe governor of South Carolina, Nikki Haley,

she was just all over the news beaasiBe endorsed Cruz, maybe Rulibe's a more
conservative Republicaifou've got IndiarPAmericans in Congress, local as governors.
But yeah, right there's not a mass of them whether it's an issue or a particular, "We're all
liberal Democrats, we're alboservative Republicans'they seem to be all over the map.

Q: Whereas you had groups such as the Irish, the Greeks on Turkish issues, and the
Armenians on Turkish issuédhere's something that makes them coalesce.
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KRAJESKI: India's such an amazing adry. Something like 75 languages spoken.

There are 15 |1 think official languagd&hnic groups are along ethnic lind4ost of the

states in India are drawn along linguistithnic linesOne was just readjuste@ihere is a

real difference in Indian attides or personality in the south to the noftheal

difference in physical appearance among different Indiadgan experts, whether
anthropologists or just Indophiles, can tell "Oh, that's a Gujarati, he's a Punjabi, this guy
is probably a Telugu frm the south,” you can tell almost by looking at someoNew,
there's been a lot of intermarriage, blending of that.

Q: Did you find that you were dealing with a significant number of academics who were
involved in Indian affairs?

KRAJESKI: Not somany.There were a couple of focal points; University of
Pennsylvania was one, it had a very large graduate program on indgly

anthropology, culture, literature, languagigain in 1990 when | left the desk, India still
wasn't a major political rationship with the United Statéa/hile I'm sure there were
academicsOne of the things, | don't do a whole lot of reading of acadeinia$.read

some of the think tank stufftend to read the books about a place after I've been there or
worked it.Part of it is you're just so damned busy.

Q: That's something that gets to nY@u have these think tanks turning out so much on
foreign policy and all...

KRAJESKI: These days it's a deluge.

Q: ... the question | ask nojients such as you, "How much ybu read this?The

answer is usually "sparselyl'find too that when | look at something coming out on

political science these days, you get an awful lot of charts and really has no pertinence to
a working person.

KRAJESKI: You use the word embarrassmeks the desk officer and as you move up,
you're invited to these sessions, and | find some of them quite U3efirlg the sessions,
whether at Rand or the Washington Institot€Carnegie, whatever it is, tHeg presented

by these peopleyou've justspent an hour or two talking about an isstleey give you

their monograph<Or the latest publicatiorOr they email it to youOf course you're

polite, express interesbut it's an enormous amount of mateNahen you're actually

doing the job..When | was on the Iraq desk, | had a shelf next to my desk filled with
stuff advising us what to do on Iraq, as we were getting ready to invad&dmae. of it

I'm sure was pretty damned good and if we had listened to it and absorbed it and pushed
it, maybeit would have made a differendebecomes a delug&ou have five or six

folks you trust and like I'd just go and have lunch with them and talk to thatrthis

point, on India there's a lot being written but it was not a big part of my desk operation
paid more attention to what INR (Bureau of Intelligence and Research) and the agency
was writing.We would have at least monthly sessions where we'd sit down with the intel
community and talk about Kashmir or...
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Q: How did you find the intel communrgywork?

KRAJESKI: We had a couple of really sharp people working over at Langley on India,
particularly on the nuclear issue which was probably their number one prgritglso

on Kashmir, trying to decide is there a possibility of wEn@y worked orother issues,
too.l was in touch with them almost weekiyhey'd call, say "We've got something
interesting coming out, we'll send it over through INRIR had a guy named Walter
Anderson Walter went out as a political officer while | was on the déskgot one of
these excursion assignments, as an analyst he went to the post for twimgesdily
knowledgeable about northern Indian politipoke Gujarati, spoke Punjabie was

being wasted in INR though we really liked having him thEleehadgreat contacts in

the academic and intel communitiee was out there during this big election when the
BJP won; he was an enormously valuable asset to the desk and the policy community
because he was able to both report and synthésead embassy repting all the time.
The Ols, officialinformals, the cables that went back every day from the desk to the
embassy and from the embassy to the d@ekause of the time difference it works fairly
well; you get in in the morning, they're finishing their dayndia.

Q: Was this on the internet?

KRAJESKI: No, this was all done through cabl&se officiatinformal; every embassy
had oneThe DCM was in charge of it at the embassy, Scott Butcher back at the desk.
We'd alwayssendlittle pieces.So if Walterhad written something interesting on the
election, we'd say "That was great" and ask him questions within the Ol, next day he'd
come back with some answe¥ge had two or three people at the agency as well in their
analyst group who were really godb Itended to read their stuffhey had a wider net
among the academic and think tank community than | did, because I'm going off to
meetings trying how to figure out how to tell the Indians they have to demolish the new
wing of their San Francisco consulaldat took so much of my timéll never forget
meeting the head of the Office of Foreign Missidfe.says, "We just won't approve the
land in Houston until they do itBoy were the Indians unhappy, | don't think we made
them unhappier on anything el$s expensive building in San Francisttalid not

conform to the roofline that the Preservation Society would appliowas a non
conforming additionl don't think they had to tear the whole thing down, they had to
adjust the roofline and make sowther adjustments to make it blend in to the old
building that they owned.

Q: I think this is a good place to stop.

KRAJESKI: Sure.We're moving slowlyls this a good pacerzll me if I'm talking too
much.

Q: No, no, nol am trying to milk as much dsan out of each position, because | don't
know how people are going to be using these.
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KRAJESKI: Well, the next position is senior watch officer in the Operations Center.
They have a onenonth progranwhere you're trained by the previous senior watch
officer. Did you ever do the Op Center?

Q: Yes.

KRAJESKI: Op Center's a great pladditerally had my first solo two days before
Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwaditouldn't have been in a better plackved being in
the Op Center while we wepgeparing for the first major military effort sincel...
watched literally on the phone, as the senior watch officer you're the senior phone
operator for the secretary of Stadtethose days it was all phoné&smails were just
starting.So you get toisten in to Baker talking to Shevardnadze as they're putting
together this coalition to drive Iraq out of Kuwadihave enormous respect for James
Baker for that if nothing else, his diplomatic skills.

Q: OK. We'll pick it up then.

Q: Today is the 25tbf March, 2016, with Tom KrajeskiVe passed the India desk, and
you're now up in the Operations Centénu were in the Operations Center from when to
when?

KRAJESKI: | started in early July 1990 and was there until July of the following year.
It's a oneyear assignment as you knoviou work shifts.

Q: But the Op Center has the reputation of being the place where talented offickrs go.
teaches you the wiring diagram of the State Department.

KRAJESKI: Like no other job in the departmetttreally isthe catbird seat for seeing
how the department functiorfiow the paper flows, how the meetings go, how the trips
are planned, how we react to crisis, how we don't sometimes react tamctisesOp

Certer you spend almost four wedlemming with an exgrienced SWO (senior watch
officer) to learn how to run the center.

Q: A WO is a watch officer.

KRAJESKI: And a SWO is a senior watch officer, which is what | vildeey manage the
shift, so on each shift you have a senior watch officer, usually two wétcérs, an

editor, then an operations assistant they were called then, think they're called something
else now; basically the secretarial positibhen there's a military guy from the Pentagon
there 24/7 on each shift, and someone from INR and sonfieonéhe Nuclear Risk
Reduction Center, set up as a result of one of the trelastant communication between

the Soviet Union and United States regarding nuclear testing, nuclear incidents.
changes every eight houhsou go in an hour early to beibfed and stay an hour later to
debrief the new team coming inthink a half hourlt's terrific because unlike most jobs

in the department you don't have to put 12 hours in; at the end of your shift you go home.
You also do not have an inboxou take @erything you're working on in those eight
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hours and hand it to the person coming to take your desk and you forget about it, you go
home.Fabulous job!

Q: What were some of the issues you dealt with?

KRAJESKI: Throughout my career, Stu, | swear | havd tree uncanny knack and good
luck frankly of stepping into jobs just as they get interestimghis case, | literally

soloed- that is, took my first shift as the senior watch officdiree days before Saddam
Hussein invaded KuwaiDuring the weeks Were that when | was working with Steve
Mann, who went on to bembassador a couple of timeseWere seeing what was
happening in southern Iraq, as Saddam was rumbling troops down there and threatening
the Kuwaitis, who he claimed were stealingdils There were different international

efforts going on to try to defuse the crisis, including one by Hosni Mubarak and the Arab
League Baker, our secretary of State, was very much active, but had also decided if the
Arab League thinks they can resolve thig/liigive them a chancépril Glaspie was our
ambassaddto Iraqg], and she was on leavas often happens to ambassadors when
there's a crisis in their country, they're back on R&R (rest and recreation) and the poor
DCM's in chargel remember a womaramed Janice Jacobs, went on to be assistant
secretary for CA (Bureau of Consular Affairs), ambassador for a couple of pkees

was replacing me the night of the invasion, | think it was August 4, [t@9fection:

August 2, 199Q]I remember briefindper, saying "The secretary's on the phone with
Shevardnadze, with Mubarak, it looks like nothing's going to happen, they're going to
talk him down[Saddam] military's pretty confident that Saddam is not going to move
into Kuwait." So | turned the shift @r to her, | remember it was a midnight shift, | had
had the three to 12 shift, so she came on at midrjighecking lack, | had the day shift
08001600, so Janice had the afternoon shift 2&ti@night. The invasion occurred at

1800 pm EDT on Aug 1, 1990}urned it over to Janice and said, "Probably going to be

a quiet night.'Literally on the radio on the way home, the announcer said "Iragi forces
are invading Kuwait."

Q: | talked to an INR person dealing with thee was convinced this was Saddam
Hussein saying, "Oh let's go in," because the forces weren't too well briefed on what to
do.

KRAJESKI: He kept his military out of the loop almost always, he didn't fully trust them.
He didn't deploy his Republican Guard, his elite forces, unless he wigssezalus.

They just walked into Kuwait, Kuwait didn't have the defenses to stop FesrKuwaiti
ruling family just fled.l don't know how long it took them, it couldn't have been more
than 24 hoursThe real fear is he wouldn't stop at Kuwéle's nota very good tactical
thinker, not a good strategic thinker eithgad he been better, politically more astute, he
would have just moved into the oil fieldsot the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia, not
that far.Right along the IragKkuwaiti border thee are a number of oil fields and what he
claimed the Kuwaitis were doing was driving pipes into reservoirs that belonged to Iraqg.
Had he used his fitary to just come in and takbose facilities, | don't think we would
have done anything think there vould have been a long dravauit negotiation in which
Saddam would have probably gained the advanigehe probably said, "Eh, nobody
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likes the Kuwaitis."And nobody does, they were not the most popular Arabs of the Gulf
or the region, rich guys who wepeor like us until they discovered oil at their feet.

Q: Nouveau riche.

KRAJESKI: The Egyptians, where | was going to go from '93 to '97, they really disliked
the Kuwaitis.We forget there were demonstrations on the streets of Amman, Jordan, of
Cairo, d Damascus probably not Saudi Arabia because they don't allow demonstrations
- in support, celebrating Saddam's occupation of Kuwait.

Q: So what were you up to?

KRAJESKI: As a senior watch officer, you basically were a glorified phone operator in
thosedays.This is before email and certainly before smart phones and instant
communicationsSo you were the communications node for the seventh floor,

specifically for the secretarWherever he was, you always had to be aware of where the
secretary wasyhat he was doing, who he was talking@m these big consoles, these
old-fashioned pusibutton consoles, there was a button set aside that the SWO had
marked "S"; when that button went red, you dropped everything, hit the button and said,
"Hello, Mr. Secetary."Usually he wanted to find somebody, talk to somebdtis was

the most interesting place to be as Baker built that coalition that eventually drove Saddam
out of Kuwait.

Q: Just trying to get an idea of how we think and opetatthere any neefibr you to go
back?You're going home, they invade...

KRAJESKI: Never.They don't want you bacKhey would often take one of the watch
officers and say, "We need an extra watch officer on this shift because of the volume of
phone traffic," because of rngs going on where they want a watch officer to take
notes.So the watch officers sometimes pulled double shit.the senior watch

officers, neverl never did.This was a crisis that went on from August all the way to
March so for most of my tenutkere we were dealing daily with this issue, and | never
pulled an extra shiftf someone was sick, they would switch schedules around
sometimesBut it really wreaks havoc on your sleep schedule; you do two days eight to
four basically, 8:30 to 4:3(’hen you did two days 4:30 to 12:3lhen two days 12:30 to
8:30 in the morning, shift thre&hen after that you had close to three daysWfiich

was kind of niceYou'd finish at 8:30 in the morning, go home, try to sleep and have that
day off and two mee full days off, then go in for an eight A.M. shift on the third day.

was okay but after about six months you're really kind of discombobulated as to sleeping.
They want us watch officers to try to remain fresh.

Q: Let's go into some of things you werarticipating in, observing.
KRAJESKI: You get to listen in to most of the secretary's phone ¢&dlker in particular

and people like Tutwiler, Eagleburger who was deputy secretary; he became secretary of
State the following year as the election hdatp. They used the Op Center all the time.
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Rather than dial the number themselves at home, they would dial (202b62 {which
every Foreign Service officer should have memorized, still the Op Center number, even
in these days of other phones), and §&gn you get me Shevardnadze in Moscow?"
Actually for guys like Shevardnadze, his staff would set ifTingy would call us and

say, "OK at 8:00 the secretary wants to talk to Shevardnadze.

Q: Shevardnadze was the Soviet foreign minigieiremely closéo Baker, an
interesting relationship.

KRAJESKI: They worked very wellHere's a little known fache night of the invasion
when Saddam went in, Baker had been on a hunting trip to Mongdiéirst visit to
UlaanbaatarOur ambassador theligerally had set up the embassy in a hotel stitker

was coming in to hunt this particular Bigrned sheep in Mongolia, and there was a
controversy about this, "Why was the secretary of State hunting an endangered species?"
Well it's not an endangeragecies, although these are the last days of the Soviet Union
and places like Mongolia are developing their own independence, and there was no
confidence that the Mongolians cared about anything except making money letting
people kill their sheept got so bad that Baker agreed he wouldn't hunt; he was just
going to go and look for the shea&fghen he landed thereon his way there, Saddam

went in.Finding Baker in Ulaanbaatacommunications were not as good, you were
looking at satellite phoneH.you wanted to talk secure, it was nearly impossible to make
that connectionYou could do it thru the STUs (secure telephone uréishe got on the
plane and he had a list of the 10 foreign ministers he needed to talk to, Shevardnadze
being at the top of thlist. He went right to Moscow, stopped and met with Shevardnadze
on his way backSo as a senior watch officeand the watch officers, too, you'd assign a
watch officer to listen to the conversation, take notes, and produce a memorandum of
conversatiorfor the secretaryOften the SWO would do it if it was the secretakpd

you had assistant secretaries and deputies and under secretaries, you had members of
CongressThere was a lot of people talking to each other over what to do about the
invasion ofKuwait. Over the course of those first two months, you're in the perfect spot
to observe a guy like James A. Baker as he negotiates with the foreign minister of France,
with the Brits, the Italians, the RussiaAsid then the Syrians and Egyptians and $aud

It was a remarkable performance.

Q: What did you draw away from this experience?

KRAJESKI: One thing, and God knows you don't learn this lesson-weliny mind, it's

if you're going to make a decision that's going to lead to war, you had beshbave

largest contingent of allies on your side as you Hfayou can't, if you can't persuade the
Europeans and the Arabs that this invasion "shall not stand" as George Bush said, you'll
probably have to figure another way rather than going it aBaleerwas brilliant with

this.

Q: And the British were particularly strong on this.

KRAJESKI: You remember Maggie Thatcher...
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Q: "Don't get wobbly."

KRAJESKI: Somebody said she said something about "a little lead in your pencil,
George."Which | don't thinkis true, | think they made a lot of it up. But it was true that
they had some very tough meetingée don't listen to the White House in the Operations
Center, they have the White House Situation Room, their 24[Wwatch)]. so you're often
talking to you counterpart in the White Houdde did all the president's
communicationsWorking the console was a bit of a technological challe¥ga.had all
these switches where you could take people, do a group conversation, put six or seven
people in one convexion.Then you could cut somebody out of that conversation and
him talk alone to someone el&ou could put people on hold, waiting in linewas a

fairly delicate procedurdll of us including myself occasionally screwed it uip.
remember getting @all from Tutwiler, who was speaking with a journalist.

Q: She was Baker's top public affairs...
KRAJESKI: She was assistant secretary of public affairs.
Q: Also very close to Baker.

KRAJESKI: Very close to himVery defensive of himtHe had a numberfcenior

women around him who were very devoted to him, and she was at tisheopas on

the phone to a journalist, guy from tRestor Timesmaybe, and she called me and said
"I've got Bernie Schwaz (I think that was the guyn the phond. need tatalk to the
secretary, @n you get the secretary for me€ep Mr. Schwartz on hold while | talk to
the secretary, anthenput me back in.So | split her out of the conversation, | found the
secretary all | had to do was push the "S" button, he wouttk pip usuallySometimes
the DS (Diplomatic Security) agent would pick up but usually the secretary waquit.
him with Tutwiler and then | went on to this other call | had going on, and | put Mr.
Schwartz into their call by mistak8o he got to listeto their conversatiorte didn't say
a word.l realized it about 45 seconds later, so | immediately cut him out again, and |
talked to him and said, "You weren't supposed to be in thdeesaid, "Yeah, | know
that.Don't worry, 1 won't burn you.I'don'tknow if Miss Tutwiler ever knew that.

There were a lot of times where that's what you did, you were a phone operator and you
took notesYou also got calls from ambassaddige had crises going on in different

places, things would happdimemember @oup in Trinidad & Tobagd:m not entirely

sure where Trinidad & Tobago are, but there was a coup and the prime minister had been
kidnapped by the foreign ministdtwas quite a deallhe ambassador at the time was on

the phoneShe was quite excitethere was a coup in her countihe political officer-

it was a firsttour political officer; it was a tiny embasdye had just left the embassy,
transferred out-e literally came up to the Operations Center in tears, said "Two years |
was there, nothig happenedAnd now you have a coupou have to let me help you."

And he knew everybody, he knew all the players.
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Other issuesThere are natural disaste¥ou're dealing with a lot.

Q: Just listening to this, did you figure we were going to makditangiresponse early
on?

KRAJESKI: This is before | became a-salled NEA handl had beerdoingSouth Asia,
it was my full intention after this jotm go back to South Asidezi Schaffer and Jock
Covey, the NEA brain trust for assignments, were ajréaaking for slots for me after
the Op Centerit's a one year job so you're constantly looking for your next jaias
kind of baffled by why Saddam would have done thididn't make sense to me to
invade the country.remember a guy named Davidtt®sfield. Satterfield | think is
retired now too, was our ambassador to Lebanon, atlesv placesSatterfieldthen
worked on the LineThe Op Center was the telephone, communication céftterLine
did all the papeiWe all worked for the executive@etary, he was our bos$Stapleton
Roy.And David was on the Lingde came up he's a brilliant diplomatHe's one of
these people who can speak in complete sentences and paragraphs with punctuation.

Q: l interviewed Chas Freeman.

KRAJESKI: I nevermet Freeman but from what | hear, he sounds similar to Satterfield.
Satterfield speaks very good Arabiite came up and was in the Op Center one night
when Saddam was giving a spedthvas one of these, "if these Americans dare come
into Kuwait, they wil be met with rivers of fire, | will burn their belliesThe secretary
always wanted us to listen to the speech with a translator; we'ds¢gfF&reign Service
Institute)and get the Arabic translator on, so he could have an immediate translation of it.
Sometimes he'd call during the speech to say, "What the hell is he s®goguse they
were waiting for him to back dowithey really thought you'd have to read Baker,

which I'm going to do again if | teach this course at American Univeksiag thee a

point where military action was inevitable, or did they think right up to that point that he
would back down?think there were a lot of people who thought he was bluffing, that in
the end when he was faced with this huge American military, thetBritis coalition,

the Syrians, the Egyptians, Jordanians, Saudis all going aftel heRussians, Freneh

the whole goelamned worldYou think, all right he's going to back dowrhere were
people who believed thatlyself, | was just a telephone optma

Q: How'd you feel about, what was the feeling within your group, about the Jordanian
response?

KRAJESKI: That was very interestingVho was the ambassador then?
Q: It was Egan or...

KRAJESKI: I had "Hamilton" in my head, that might not be rigiroger Harrison,
199093]

Q: I've interviewed him, the very difficult time for him.
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KRAJESKI: | used that incident as how ambassadors, their first responsibility is, best
they can, tell the truth about what's going on in their country, and\Whgn the

secretary of State calls and says, "Why the hell are the Jordanians dancing in the street
celebrating Saddam Hussein's invasion of Kuwait, and theikiogt there with them?"

Or trying to manage the situation in a very political waihis is our best ajlin the

Middle East and he's not going to be with us on thi#?used to be called the "plucky

little king" because Hussein wasn't very t&l2K? Well it wasn't Baker who called him
this, but they called him the FLK, "fucking little kingThey were vey unhappy that
Hussein was not immediately jumping on board the coalition, but was trying to manage
his own domestic situatioso the ambassador was basically explaining, in writing and
on the phone, to Baker and senior staff, the pressures on th& kiuid.have to talk to

him for more detail; | suspect he thought the king was going to eventually going to be
part of the coalition, which he diBut he had to play it very carefullBaker was angry

with this.| remember in those days we had NODIS ("dgstribution™) cables, "NODIS
Secretary's Eyes Onlyit was a joke because senior watch officers saw it first and senior
watch officers decided whether or not it went "only" to the secrefamy."only" to the
secretary meant it went to three or fouople around the secretary as welever sent a
NODIS cable as an ambassador because it's kind of a $hase days of course you

pick up the phone and talk to theRe sent in a NODIS cable for the secretary's eyes
only in which he very clearly and pmisely, | thought, pointed out why the king was
hesitating.The reaction as we picked it up in the Op Centeu really couldn't pick up
things in conversations, you're reading all the cables, in some cases there's meetings
going on in the classified rag the only SCIFs (Sensitive Compartmented Information
Facility) in the department were up there then, where you would sit and takeTinebes.
was a lot of criticism of this ambassador, that he didn't fully understand how important it
was that Jordan std with us, he wasn't making enough effort to persuade the king, he'd
been there too londHe actually had just arrived on August 7, 199@ids he taking the
king's sideThey were quite critical of hinThis is a lesson | kept with me when |

became ambaador- you've got to do thiftell it like it is]. The contrast to that, Stu, was
the guy in Tehran in 19789 who deliberalg because the shabld him they didn't want
him mucking around in politics, he said, "Fine | won't doAint he didn't have elue

what was going on as Khomeini caime

Q: We were forbidden in Iran to report negatively on the shah.

KRAJESKI: Ridiculous.

Q: This is one of the thingkfound people in Washington get very Washingioanted,
aware of all the politicsEven exprienced people have a tendency to dismiss the
problems of other countrieKing Hussein probably would have lost his throne...
KRAJESKI: Or more- his headAbdullah still has a lot of the same issuBlsat was very
interesting Another example, a guyamed Warren Zimmerman was our ambassador in

Yugoslavia, as Yugoslavia is starting to fractiBg.1991, the early part of '91 when |
was on the watch, there were signs of this happeMilgsevic doing things within the
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army...When did Tito die?n the'80s | think.There were all these ominous signs coming
out of Belgrade, and Zimmerman was reporting them\&dl.were reading them and
keeping them.

Q: He was a junior officer when | was theke knew the country very well.

KRAJESKI: He was coming bado Baker directly, and to other senior officials
Eagleburger | remember, he knew Europe fairly well.

Q: Eagleburger had been ambassador to Yugoslauia Warren and Larry had served
together.

KRAJESKI: Eagleburger was great, by the wahe cables wen't ignoredBut it was
interesting, Baker was so fixated on what was going on in the MiddlelEgsi.

remember, after the successful war that drove Saddam out of Kuwait, Baker immediately
started organizing the Madrid Peace Conference, which playsiycareer when | get

to Cairo.Another amazing tour de force for a secretary, getting Yitzhak Shamir and
Yasser Arafat and Hafez-Alssad- wait he may not have come, | think his minister of
foreign affairs didGetting them all together in Madrid andrhmering out a Middle East
peace planBaker was a guy, to us as desk officers looking up to the seventh floor, he had
a set of issues that he would deal with each day, and he didn't like to dilute that with lots
of meetings and different other thingggemember distinctly, and Baker writes about this
later on, as they were looking at Yugoslavibey were paying attention, they did see

signs of real trouble coming uphey're looking at an election too, getting into A8

with the election the next yeaVhen the Europeans said, "This is a European problem,
we will deal with this," Baker said, "GreaZimmerman for one said this is a bad idea,

we need to be more activde was quite direct and very well respectégdain, I'm an 02
senior watch officempicking up pieces of this, reading different cab\ésry interesting.

| learned from this that ambassadors in the field when in crisis especially, have an
absolute 100% obligation to tell it the way they sePdn't sugar coat it because you

know somebdy in Washington doesn't want to hear that, don't leave thingl ut.

means your career as it did in the case of the guy in Jordan, sdib@niierman was

proven right in the endVlaybe had we listened and been more actyeat hindsight
guestionsWe have a new administration in '92, the Democrats come in and they don't
want to go to war with anybody, so it was differértiat transition | think allowed

Bosnia...

Q: There were two thing3.he pope supported independent Croatia; anybody who knows
Yugoslavia knows the Catholic Church played a very nasty role in World War 1l in
YugoslaviaAnother one who didn't play exactly a benign role, the Germans weighed in
on that.

KRAJESKI: Another popular group of people in the Balkans.

Q: The Germans andhé Catholic hierarchy supporting independent Croatia for their
own domestic political reasons.
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KRAJESKI: Yes.All in all | found that year in the Operations Center one of the most
interesting in my career and also kind of fualso had a fouyearold boy - three

children, the girls were in school, and a boy who was going to a preschool in Falls
Church.Having that schedule where after you woke up on Tuesday morning, the rest of
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday lodbuld do things with my son, couttb

shoppinglt's great in the middle of the week to do that because weekends are hectic and
crowded.l could pick him up at school a lot; it was a very measured schetaledon't

get that a lot in our business, where you know you're going to leaveuke ht eight

A.M. and be back at 5:30 P.Mreally enjoyed itlt was a wonderful place to learn how

the department worked, how it engaged with other agencies because you had op centers
at the Pentagon, at the White House and at the CIA (Central latelégAgency) who

were all hooked together in something called something like AWAX or EARWAX,

there's an acronym for this group of operations centers and there was a special phone on
the SWO's desk for when you wanted to engage all four of them at geche agency,

the Pentagon, White House and State together.

Q: Did you get any feel for responses from these various platfes@ they quick, slow?

KRAJESKI: | was always impressed with the level of cooperatitowas very business

like. These were all,don't know what they were at the Pentagon, probably a major or
maybe a lieutenastolonel, running the op center theféne White House sit room, they
took people from the Operations Center, they'd come over and -ghekryatch officers.

A woman namedlary Draper who was married to Jeff Feltman, she was on my team,
she was very good.he White House said, "We want her at the White House," picked her
over thereAt the agency, they were always as they still are most concerned about the
security of the ammunicationSo we didn't have connections to cable traffic with them.

| only had this one phon@r you go through INR, you go to the INR guys, they had a
way of communicating with thenfi was very operationalAnd again, from my view,
watching Baker wik with the rest of the team, it was clear that there was a great deal of
collegiality. There was very little that | could see of political competition between State
and Defense, White House, the agemMdgw maybe | missed all of that...

Q: You're still alking about a high point, the George Bush | administrati.
competent and successful an administration as you can think about for foreign affairs.

KRAJESKI: Scowcroft at NSClL can't remember who was at Deferj¢iewas Dick
Cheney!]

As you're lookilg at communications with the field, then and névhen we're about to
invade a country the coalition's set to go, it's March whatever the date was, start with the
air war then the troops were going to goTihere's a number of ways you notify
embassiesf action like this, because you want everyone to take heed of their security
situation, maybe hunker down a little bit when we're about to start &'waisend

"flash" cablesThey're very rare, but "flash" is basicallthe communicator in

Swaziland, he communicator in Panama City, he's off to the embassy at a run, in his
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pajamas, if you get a flash cable, to see what it is. We made the mistake of sending it out
as a NODIS flash, which meant it went directly to the ambassadorSmipe
communicatowasn't even supposed to read the damned thing; he was supposed to get it
and bring it to the ambassador who under the rules of flash had to respond within 12
hours that he had received the cables and what actions he was taking or noT bekimg.

are 140odd posts around the world; we sent this to everybody, and send it flash NODIS.
And the system broke down, as all of these messages were now coming back at us
through the flash NODIS channélliterally broke down, it seized upVe had to tell
everybodydon't send us anything.was a nightmarée/Vhen a flash cable comes in

there's a critic alarm in the Operations Center and it goes off on the SWO'Y aiesk.

have to go to another room, unlock the room (combination lock) and get this message
that's comingn on the critic systenThis has all changed now, I'm suga there were

140 critic messages coming in the SWO's office all nigtas a disaster.

Q: How did you find the people working for you?a way, these are a highly selected
group of peoplethere can be some heavy hitteFeey may be young, but they're on their
way.| would think it might be a little hard keeping them under control.

KRAJESKI: You had a team, every SWO had a teaeam members were somewhat
flexible; you had a core gfeople who were with you on each shifau had the watch
officer, the editor, the second watch officénu built a little esprit de corps with your
team.There was some corafition among teamshere were sly ways we could compete
with one anotherTheyare really good people, smart peoplead one wasiout on my
team, a guy who just didn't seem to gePdrt of it was you have to be part of the team
and have to be willing to do things like answer the damned phbeewratch officers did
it much morethan the SWOs did, | usually didn't answer phones unless it was the
secretary, or all the phones were ringing because something was goliige WO
would pitch right in and start picking them 0fou had to be able to do th&ften they
would sit there crank calls you would get, there were calls from the deputy assistant
secretary for funny walks who wanted to be put in touch with his dog watcher, he's
worried his dog is at home and the guy watching the dog isn't answering the phone, can
you find him.And you have to say, "No, we're not going to do that for yaatlially we
had a rule if it was below under secretary we did not have to deatassistant
secretaries would call and we'd say, "Sir, I'll find the number for you, you \8&l."
generallytried to accommodat®&ut it's trouble because of a very famous incident that
happened after | lefThe woman who was the assistant secretary for Consular Affairs
[Elizabeth Tamposi, a political appointee]

Q: She went into the Clinton files.

KRAJESKI: Right. And she made the call through the Operations Cenhhere was a
woman on the other side who had been assistant secretary for Legislative Affairs Janet
Mullins, she called the assistant secretary for Consular Affetnaugh the Operations
Center- and we stayed on the line. those days, we did not say "Ops will drop" which
they do now, or "Ops will stay on the lin&Ve would often stay on the linEagleburger
who was secretary at this time gave us instructions, "Stay on theTlherg may ba
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point of information where you need to say to thé¥gu need to inform sandso," or
"Let me make a call to..."

Q: Elizabeth Tamposishe was the assistant secretary for Consular Affairs.

KRAJESKI: Tamposi.They deposed me as a former senior watfibey because she
sued for breach of privacy after that scandal brékeat happened was the senior watch
officer who was listening in to this call about how they were trying to get hold of
Clinton's passport recordde [the SWO]called the theracting £cretary of State, Larry
Eagleburger, and said, "You need to know tHiswas Eagleburger who went public
with it. Eagleburger was aan of great integrity; | kind dfked him, too.

So with your team it was all about, we've got a job toTthe SWO hag special

notebook that only the SWO got; everybody else used the spiral stend\freds/ou

learned to do, everything that happened, you made alhtitere was a follow up, you
followed up, you did it, you crossed it off.the watch officer said,l*ve got Assistant
Secretary Kelly who's trying to reach the ambassador in Jordan," he would just announce
that "I'm putting him through,” and you'd make a little nétieerward you'd say, "What

did they talk about® there something else we need to do@nstantly keeping track of

a thousand detailsremember, there was a fire in the Indian consulate in San Francisco.

It went all the way to the prime minister that the consulate in San Francisco had an
electrical fire.You're keeping track, you call tfiee department in San Francisco, "Is it
serious?'You often just passed this all over to the desk officer or you called the NEA

duty officer and say, "Here you go, here's this little mess in Morocco, it's all yauws.

luck.” You had to do thaSome Breign Service officers aren't as detail oriented as a

good consular officer has to b&nd some of them justthey lose focusOne guy would

just kind of forget things, he didn't think it was that important if he failed to follow up on

a particular call;The next shift can do thatlt's the only timgon the watch] told

someone, "Fin@notherjob.Most |y it ds really daandvicst aff . F
who went on to become ambassadidizabeth Richard, a deputy assistant secretary, |

think she'gyoing out to be ambassad&ome really smart people.

Q: Where'd you go?

KRAJESKI: | really wanted to go back to southiAd'd decided that, and Te3ichaffer

was really pushing méwanted one in Delhi, the head of the internal political reporting,
an 01 political position in Delhl.wanted another one in Sri Lanka, political jalhey
wanted me to go to be deputy principal officer in Karachi, which was an 01 political job.
It wasa noutfof con@ assignment, and | was an €@nsular officesso it was an out of

cone stretcliassignment]There's not a huge bidding war on the deputy principal officer
in Karachi, and Teznd Jock said to me, "Yes, it's a stretch, but you're aWekand

the bureau want you for this job, that's what we're pencilngity for. Will you take it?"

My wife was a teacher, she went to the school there and they said, "Yeah, we'll hire you
in a second.This is 1991, so Karachi is still a big consuldtkeey had a lot of
communicators there, it was the communications cefnbere hadn't been a lot of

trouble- it happened in the next couple of years because of security reasons, the
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communicators all moved to Frankfort and they closed their big hub in Ka&achsaid
"OK."

If you'll recall stretch assignments, if you dight you got assigned at the end of the
seasonThey did not do stretches until after everybody else had been assgniad.an
02 consular officer with good consular experierideere's a hundred consular jobs in
CA. A guy named Jim Mahoney, was my CDO (career development oftite&s).a good
guy. CA has always taken care of its peofdepecially once Maura Harty came-ithey
really tried to build the consular corg&o they agreed, "NEA wants you to take this job,
it's good for your career to take i§6 they protected me from being dragooned into an
02 visa job in Manila or something like th&b | hung onThe directorgeneral, a guy
named Ed Perkins at the time, whashead ofHR (Bureau of Human Resources).
worked for HR as head of assignments at one patiet on HR is kind of like this, The
bureaust o nm@ake the assignments; we make the assignnmafetse developing the
careers, so we'll make the assignmemiad Perkins was a strong DG (directeneal),
HR guy."CDA (Office of Career Development and Assignments) is going to make the
assignments, and there aren't going to be any out of cone stretddémsSically told
[NEA PDAS] Jock Covey, "It's not going to happedvey, who was a smart player
inside the system, didn't believe hike saidto me], "This is your job.'So | hung on.
There were a couple of other jobs that weren't bad, they went away.

We're into March, most people have been assigned in December or J&wuagre into
March; the find another candidate for the jdBR goes out and finds an 01 political
officer in Venezuelgor somewhere in south Americahose assignment had been
broken.She's looking for a job, and she's perfect for Kard¢BRA is furious, they're
jumping up ad down.I'm stuck in March with the only jobs left in March, the pickings
are slim.I remember trying to get a labor job in Austria, | couldn't get thatewen the
02 consular jobs, the ones that were left were in awful places, awfulljaolsss

probably the lowest point in my career, without a job in Maidought | was pretty hot
stuff, you knowNEA, to its great credit Jock Covey, whatever else anybody thinks
about Jock Covey, he's a hafomine because he went to Ternd said, "We're not gug
to be able to keep this kid in south AsiEl¢ came to me and said, "OK, Tofthe
Karachi job is gone, we have to give into PerkBist I'm going to make you a de&lart
of that deal is two years of Arabic, and then you're withide.actually said;Come

over to the dark sideHe took a job in Cairo, the external job that did Eggpael
relations, Arab League, a political job, and he made it laggydasignated?erkins
himselfsaid, "We need more language designated jobs in NEA and aroundrtti¢ ®o
Perkins was delighte&o | started Arabic training in August of 1991 at old FSI over in
Rosslyn.The job was in Cairo, wgny wife and IJwere really happy, one of the best
[international]schools in the whole system.

Q: Let's talk about Arabitraining. How did you find it7 talk to people who had Arabic

training in Tunisia, no matter where they took it they say they were taught the wrong
dialect.
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KRAJESKI: Arabic is a wonderfully rich language, and the dialects across the Arabic
speaking wod are quitevaried, quite differentAn uneducated or moderately educated
speaker of Arabic from Rabat or from Casablanca cannot understand his equivalent from
Tikrit in Irag. They could sit in a room and be mutually unintelligibfehey're educated

then they learn newspaper andws Arabic, so both can speaktitwould be a slightly

artificial Arabic, depending on how well educated they are, then they can communicate
fairly easily.But speaking a house dialect, your grandma's dialesn't do it did a

year in Rosslynl was 41 years old when | started Arabic.

Q: Age is a factor.

KRAJESKI: I never believed it because languagese&aasy to me German, Russian,
Polish,and Nepali, the fourhad done before theArabic was unbelievably difficult

can remember pounding my head, trying to get the Arabithiere are no cognates.
Well, there are things like taxi and compufEne structures are completely different.
Arabic is a mathematical language, built on tHetter rootsEvery word inArabic goes
back to a thredetter root unless it's a foreign word that's been taken into Arabic, and
there aren't many of thodés a very old language, one that's highly develojyed. can

tell from looking at a word whether it's a noun or a verb,gautell which tense it s,

you can seellof that. But to find out is meaning you have to know the three root letters.
That's how the dictionary is organized, on those root leter# will give you a word

like fajar; itmeans to explasl It also meas dawnSo fajaris the explosion athe sun,

the rising Soin'fijaar is an explosion, mufajas an explosiveBut you have to know the
root letters FJ-R to find it [in the dictionary] It's tough.Plus they didn't teach us how to
read the script, beaae it is difficult.Right away they started with oral communicatib
was going to Egypt so wead an Egyptian teachéte said, "I'm going to teach you the
Egyptian dialect. There are other folks in the class learning the Syrian dialect, some
learningMoroccan and Tunisian dialect, though they were basically speaking French,
that's what you neett. was hardThen they sent us to Tunisia beautiful place, Sidi

Bou Sdad on the Mediterranean coast, north of the captaé of the most beautiful
placesl've ever livedIf you can picture Greek Mediterranean towns, this is @it

Bou Sdd looks like.They have a small school thexou'd walk out of the classroom
where | had an Egyptian instruct&y then you were learning the script, how to read
samething that frankly you really don't need to waste a lot of time on, | think, but that's
another storyThen you'd walk out after four hours of classroom instruciitve. whole
purpose is to go out, go to a bakery, have a cup of coffee, play a gamexfarttespeak
Arabic. And you couldn't do itln most cases they would look at you as a-alyed
ferengi- that's actually the Persian word for a foreigner, the Egyptians used it as well.
They'd look at you and they'd just speak French atlywould sayin my best Arabig"I
don't speak a word of Frendhyou will, | would like to speak Arabic with youThey
would look at me and say Arabic, "Magnificent, you're studying Arabic," and then
they'd start in Frencht was almost impossible for themeéagage you in Arabic because
Arabic was whathey spoke at homé.they were educated in Arabi@and often they
were, along with French and Englisthey could understand my ArabBut they didn't
really want to speak iAnd if they spoke their kitcheArabic- nobody elsean
understand the Tunisians and Moroccans, none of the other Arg®s gou either had
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to spend hours learning the dialect specifically for that one spot, or you had to ignore it
and speak Arabic with those folks at school, tlehersWe had a wide range of really
good teachers ther®ne thing | discovered, | lived in La Marsa which is the town over
from Sidi Bou Sad, and | could walk from my house through the ruins of Carthage
(there's not much left by the way, the Romansadighod job of itfo schoo] andwalk

backto my houseln my neighborhoodhere were about 20 Palestinian families, all
loosely associated with the PLO (Palestine Liberation Organization) .

Q: This is after the transfer out of Beirut?

KRAJESKI: The sclool had left Beirut because of the civil war, they had been out of
Beirut -

Q: But the PLO also sent many of its people...

KRAJESKI: Yasser Arafat had houses in Tunis whereAmbassadoBob Pelletreau
beforeJohnMcCarthy, McCarthy waambassadowhen | was thereprior to that,

Pelletreau who wa on to be ambassador in Egywhere | was going, he held meetings
with PLO guys in those quiet times, part of the Madrid process was in Ti8usia be

in my neighborhood market and I'd strike uppawersation with PalestinianBheir

Arabic | could understand, Palestinian and Jordanian and the Levant Arabic is to me the
general, most clear Arabi¥ou've done languages, you never tell anybody your language
is the "pure Arabic,"” because the Ardight over whose dialect is closest to what they

call fu/ &, it's like Shakespearean Arabic, the Arabic of the Koran, of the great poets.
Everybody from the Egyptians to the Tunisians to the Tikritis claimed that their Arabic
was the closegto fus-ha]. Actually, Yemeni Arabic is the closest, most linguists will tell
you Arabic probably began in Yemen and then spread up through the peninsula.

Studying a language to me had always been ay@pic was hard, hard worlat the

end of like a year and a halfhad been doing this language for a year and a haif non
stop, and | still don't speak Btill not fluent.I'm not comfortable in a conversation with
it. It was ugly.l managed to get my 3/3 after two years, but the best | ever scored in
Arabic subsequely was 3+ | never could get to fout.felt like | had failed. had to get
over the whole sense of failuréou see this when you do language at the Foreign
Service Institute, you get all these smart peoplar@ally smart people, "give me a job
andl'll do it" Foreign Service officer:Put it in front of me, give me a week, I'll learn it,
I'll do it." And then you give them Chinese or Arabic or Hebrew or Russian or even
French, Spanish, German, and like "Holy shit!l can'tdo this!"

Q: I really feel my language inability, something like six or seven different languages, is
one of my black marks on my personal agenda.

KRAJESKI: I'm actually reviving all of my languages right nofs a primary means I'm
using an app (of course) called Duolin@aolingo's a great app.

Q: An app is an application on the smart phone.
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KRAJESKI: They'll know what an app ist's given me an opportunity to revive German
and RussianThey don't havérabic on it yet because of the script problems, they haven't
been &le to work it out yetWhich is good because nobody can spell Arabgalmost

as hard as French is to spélfabic is really difficult, only the best students learn how to
write in Arabic.l can read in Arabic fairly fluentlyyou only write long vowels like

"aahs" and "eehs" and "000", you only write "000" but the "uh" and the "ah" and the "eh"
you don't write.You just know themThey do have little diacritics, little apostrophes

they'll put up and below the letter to indicate it's an "uh" sourah deh" sound, but

most Arabs don't write with thos&nd when you read a newspaper, they're not there.
Unlike Russian or even German (not French) where if you read and don't know the work
you can still pronounce it fairly clearlyArabic you have to knowhe words in order to
pronounce them in the correct wauen now, when | give speeches, | would have them
write it out for me in Arabic but | would often in some of the words do a phonetic

English above it, because | would be afraid as | was doing &&lspl would forgetit's

a word I'm not entirely familiar with, and instead of an "eh" | put an "uh" and for the
Arabs, that changes the meaning entirely or it makes me sound like aMylimdaches,
when | was ambassador both in Yemen and Bahrainldngay "You're the ambassador,
you can't sound like an idiot."

The Arabs take public speaking very seriously. They love poetry, theyhHet@ran of
course, the formal language of Arabic is their highest form oBath calligraphy, but
also the spadn word- singing, poetry, speechifyingf.you're an ambassador you have to
speak proper Arabic when you're giving a spe&bhArabic is kind of Egyptian dialect
Arabic, that's what | learned the bdsh an American, when | talk I just want to talk, |
don't want to have to read a spee&tabs read their speeché&dubarak when | was in
Cairo, he used to be mockethe Egyptians love to tell jokes about Mubarak, there are
reams of jokesOne thing they would laugh about hirhe's an air force guy, not
particularly well educatedde had the equivalent of high school and of course had
military training.His English was not bad, not grelis Arabic was basically Egyptian.
He would start his speeches in this more formaldin front of the parliamenBut at
some point he would breakThe hell with this, I'm just going to talkA lot of people,
more the elite, educated, didn't like"ltle's the president, he should speak sadbic for
me remains today not a failuré could do it, | used it, | wdeed with it.1 had to reconcile
after about 10 years, | was not going to be fluent in Arabic.

Q: At that time did they give you money and opportunity for a trip?

KRAJESKI: One of the last groups that didTihe school's in Tunisia because that's the
only place they could put it after Beirtthey wanted to go to Cairo, but this is 1982,
Embassy Cairo is in the midst of an enormous expansion after the Camp David Accords,
so the ambassador ther8kip Gnehm knows this story, he's the one who told meyds

a political officer there he said the ambassador said "No" to FSI; "We just can't handle
any more."AlID was building an enormous prograirhey wanted to go to Damascus but
that was Hafez ahssad stilLAmman was another speot wish they had ch@n Amman,
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Jordan but Tunis was where we could be supported and you could send families to live,
they had a schoo®o this trip was really unbelievable.

First of all, Tunisia is a beautiful country, traveled around Tunis a lot on different tours.
But for this one, | had three weeks and | went to Damascus, Amman, and Cairo.
Damascus was patrticularly gre@ne because | could immediately sit down with a guy

in a park and talk to him and understand hiims is 1993, Hafez's boys are still very
much in chege, there's these black leather thugs on every street corner watching
everybodySo | was very cautious lot of folks stayed at the nun's dormitory as we
called it, it was a Catholic hostel right in the center of the old town of Dam#&3ods.

forbid what it looks like today, but in those days it was a genuine old Arab city, relatively
untouched by tourisnit was a genuine souk where the Syrians and Damascenes, the
people of the sun, all came to do their shoppiegs of cafes, little shops, beautifpark

right off of it. | stayed at the Sheraton because {RS{] paid for it, was right down the
street from the embasdywould walk there and then walk into the old town and sit and
talk. | was surprised at how Syrians were quite engadiwguld aways tell them, "I'm

an American diplomat, I'm studying Arabic in Tunisia, and I'm here to visit your country
and practice my Arabicl'thought that would drive people away, but almost never.
Occasionally one of these blackated thugs would come andisithe next bench and

the guy | was talking to would get up and leaveat happened once.

Another tme aman said, "Hey you shouldn't just see Damaddystamily's house is

right on the edge of the city, come let's take a bus and we/lsgevith my family."

There are some places where | wouldn'teha@wne this and maybe Damascus &alace
where | shouldn't have, but I took the chance and | rode for half an hour and spent all
afternoon and most of the evening at his house with a huge Arab farindywyere all
delighted to see m&Ve talked about America, they had someone who studied in
America.We didn't talk about politics, | sfad away from the politicA wonderful
meal.They invited neighbors over to meet the Ameridsiter this enormous mealif
you've had Arab food, they serve huge quantities of food, and it's delicious ktwéf it.
Baba ganoush and hummus and great bréadsot a big fan of lamb but if it's cooked
well, it's OK; | got used to it after a whilan the Arab world, yodearn to eat lambAt

the end of the meal, you wash up because a lot of the eating is done with youNleands.
all of it, but some isSo you wash up and take a nagverybodySo they gave me a nice
little bed in one of the rooms and | took a half hoap and at the end of the nlapad to
get up, refresh, waskiVe were all going to go back to the city, they were going to drive
me back into the city and drop me dfhe Arabs love perfume, Arab men love scent.
They started spraying m&osewater on thieands | can deal with but they started
spraying me with Dior and other stufind as my dadsed to sayl smelled like a French
whorehouse when | left.

Q: My wife's eyebrows used to go up when | came back from eating at Saad bin Juli's ...
KRAJESKI: The bakhoor is that incense they burn, they'll fluff it under their gowns or

their suit, it's good deodorarithe bakhoor is popular in the gulf, in Saudi and Yemen.
When | was in Dubai, the same thing, | would come back and Bonnie would shake her
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head angay, "Where the hell have you beeS8metimes she'd say, "Can you take your
jacket off in the hallway and leave it thefB?e cook tomorrow will air it out for usBut
they do love scent hey love poetry and they love perfurdgab men, these big, tohg
strong, violent men.

Q: Holding hands is another...

KRAJESKI: They did that in south Asia as well so | was used to that by the time | got to
the Arab world, but in India too, men hold handgot used to holding handghey also

talk, they get muckloser than Americans are used toe want a little space, they get
much closer.

Q: One of the things we were trained in in the Foreign Service about how Latin
Americans particularly, the space between your head when you're talking would be much
closer.An American would back away and progress around the room.

KRAJESKI: A-100.Maybe we all did this in ALOO, have a bunch of folks come over
playing the foreigners, host country nationals, do a little cocktail party and laugh at all of
us trying to keep thapace.

Q: Jim LaRocco who | talked about, he had a motorcycle and went on his trip and went
into Iraqg at a time-

KRAJESKI: He told me about this, this would have been in the 86ss an amazing

linguist, he did Chinese and Arabldis Arabic is quie good He was ambassador in

Kuwait when | was in Dubai, and deputy assistant secretary when | came back to work on
the Iraq deskJust had lunch with him, lives over in Alexandfaally retired

completely.Good guy.

Q: How stood the United Staté®m what you gather being in Tui@sand on your trip.
Had we blottedur copy book over Kuwait or what?

KRAJESKI: Like anything, you have some basic conceptions about the way people view
us, about what the relationship means to the Tunisians or Sgri&ug/ptians, who I'd

be working with for four yeardVhen you arrive, you discover you have to perhaps be a
little more subtle in your thinkingdne thing you always heard, and | often heard this

from Arabic speakers visiting Washington when we were didinguage, was "We love

the United States, the American people, your culie can't stand your politics or your
policies."The focus was always Israel, "You are beholden to Israel, you have sold your
national soul to Israel, you are prejudiced and biaseour policies.'lIt would always

come back to Israel.

Kuwait was considered a bright spot, even among those who had irstipjprted
Saddam'’s invasiofherewas still a great sense of common purpose once the coalition
had been formed, driven hinuof Kuwait, liberated KuwaifThe Kuwaitis still use the
word "liberation."There was a sense, more deeply felt in the Gulf than in Egypt or
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Tunisia or Jordan, that the United States had sided with the Arab world and liberated
Kuwait. That was considereal plus still in ‘93 when | was about to go to Egygtael
was and remains just a really tough nut for both countries to crack, wherever you are.

As an American diplomaas | moved up in rank, it was always necessary to explain, and
| would try to be a candid as | could, that the United Stdtgael relationship is one of

the strongest and most important relationships that we have in the world and in this
region, and you have to understand it goes beyond mutual security infEnesesare

many reasos for this; if you know the United States you know that different
communities are more politically effective than otherghink we already talked about
Arab communitiesl said, "This is a relationship that was cementestime would say
"romanticized™ "in the Seven Day War, when Israel stood up and defended itself."

was all over the paperswas a 17 year old kid, it was a big event and a sense of "This is
the right thing, that Israel had defendedatf. Aren't the Israelis amazing for what they
did?" That was really the beginning of the close military and security relatiori#tsp.

not going to go away, we're not going to change our policies toward Israel, so you're
going to have to accommodate tbhand we have to accommodate that as weyrimr
interests in Bahrain, Yemen, wherever you welteremains a sticking point, you get a
government like Netanyahu's government, it's harder than ever to dadt@nmodate]

The occupation of the West Bank, basic#tly annexation of the WeBankand the

Golan remaingninsoluble barrier t@nlsraeliPalestinian agreement and will remain a
very tough factor of our relationship with Israel and the Arab waithé. Palestinians

have been treated really badly and they deserve some kind oé juisiay can't seem to

get it. Now sometimes they've thrown away a good deal; they had a great deal at Camp
David.In 1979 as part of that Camp David agreement, the Palestinians had a chance to
sign on and it would have led eventuallyjadPalestinian staton] the West Bank and

Gaza. lPobably the Golan would have gone back to Sysiael was willing to do this,
butthe Palestinians said "Norhey wanted it all, they wanted Haifa badkey're not

going to get Haifa back.

In my next assignment in Cairdbecame closely involved in the negotiations between the
Palestinians and Israelis in what's called the Gazecho Agreement, and then the
administrative agreement that brought Arafat back to Gaza and Ramallah as head of the
Palestinian AuthorityThatwas a fascinating time.

Q: I interviewed Ed Aington.

KRAJESKI: Ed was the constgeneral in Jerusalem during that tildewoman named
Maura Connelly worked for him, Maura was our ambassador in Lebanon most recently.
She was my counterpart in Jerusal&u.was the constgeneral, | met him a couple of
times during those four yeatswould go to Jerusalem and then with Maura out to the
West Bankl never went into Gaza, even in those days Gaza was considered a little too
risky to go in unless you had anposeOne time | dove with my familyi including my
motherin-law - across the Sinai through Rhfahe border crossing point, into Israel.

And then drove up to Jerusalem and down to Jericho and all along the Jordan valley in
my little PeugeotNo secuity, just my motherfin-law, one of my daughters, my son and
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my wife and meWe went to Galilee and drove back through Tel Aviv, through the Sinai
again and back to Cairo.

Q: I wanted to ask you, how did the time in Tunisia sit with your wife and kids?

KRAJESKI: They loved it My wife in particular considers Tunisia to be one of her
favorite placesFirst it was a beautiful placé/e had a nice house, weere minutes

away from the seall three of our kids were in this very small school (it's much large
now). It wasB o n n first fallstime teaching jobShe taught third grade, there were
seven students in her class, she lovethie food was terrificTunisia is still- certainlyit
was 20 years agaa fairly liberal, open placé&/ou could see a woman full veil on one
street corner, one in short shorts and a tank top could be on the next¥otngo. to the
beaches, including the one where they had the terrible attack a year ago, | remember
sitting on the beach and there'd be a group of Frenclsts, and the women are topless.
Then there would be a Tunisian family on the other side and the women are veiled or
they're swimming in their burkashe Arab men are going crazy with the bareasted
French women of cours@rab men- even the Tunisiamen who are quite sophisticated
mostly, they were in those day$iad two young daughters, they were both in junior high
in Tunisia and into CairdArab men can be a little uncontrolled around an attractive
female who's not "properly dressedtiere was big problem while we were in Yemen,

I 611 tal k abwi¥damertSh mywiferxahdel were a litleenbrried about this
when we got therdBut we eventually made friends with Tunisians; it was tough,
Tunisians were a little more standoffish, mérench | would say, than most Arabs we
met in our subsequent career who were very friendly and hospitd@d unisians were

a little colder.

Q: How did the Tunisians feel about their neighbors?

KRAJESKI: They were not happy with either of thehalidn't do a lot of political work,

but living with Tunisians and as part of the FSI courses you talked abdheit.

Algerians of course were going through, | think this was the first year they had the
Islamists win an election and we looked the other wahi@silitary crushed them and
took over.Algeria was unstable, and it's right across the boBkmutiful border by the
way, it's all mountaindt's like driving from New Mexico up into New Hampshite.the
space of maybe six hours, suddenly you'reime forests with trout streams, hunting
lodges- the French built these lodges, they were hunting wild boar up fhege.on the
other side they've g@adhafiand the Libyandti's a massive smuggling border; any time
you've got an economy as dysfunctionaGea d h avésj tlie :ieighbors take advantage
by smuggling consumer goods across the border, so the Tunisians were making a bundle
by smugglingWe didn't to go to that bordeNe went close, it was a desert, quite barren.

There was an island called Djerba quite near that was very beautiful, had beaches on it.
Then in Tunis there was Tatooine from the f8&ir Waramovie, the planet that Luke

was on at the beginninghey have the cave peoptd_uke's family didtheylived in a

big hole in the groundAnd the famous bar scen&fat's all filmed in Tunisialhat's

why he called it Tatooine, that's where they lived when they were fil@tiaigWars A
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lot of the desert scenegu can visit the bar where they film&tar Wars thisis 199293
so it was still knd of cool.The first time | had real olive oil was in Tunis@rowing up

in New England, even with the Italian populations in the north end of Boston, we still
didn't tnderstand just how good olive oil lHow varied it is, it's like wines, different
kinds, different taste§.unisian olive oil was an eye open¥ou'd drive through these
olive plantations, as far as the eye can see are olive Drates- the only date$
remember growing up were the block dates, dried and mashed tod&theom used to
make something dateut bread really deliciousBut the dates themselves are mashed,
you didn't really eat them separatéDctober is date season in Tunidiée weretaking a
bus ride as a class and stopped along the side of the road where they were all selling dates
- wow, I've never had dates like thaate too many of them, my stomach nearly
explodedOlive oil and datesNe really enjoyed Tunisia, as we did Caifthese were

not particularly repressive placélitically they were, you had Ben Ali in Tunisia and
Mubarak.But for an American diplomat and his family...

Q: How stood religion?

KRAJESKI: Well Tunisia was the first time | heard the mosque's caltaggy.The call

to prayer is everyhere, but in Tunisia there'défferent customs, ways of doing the call.
Traditionally the muezzin, the cantofm not sure what the Christian or Jewish
equivalem of the muezzin idHe goesto the topof the minaretindcalls [the community]

to prayer, "Come to pray, come to praBult most mosques use loudspeak&he
Tunisians had the tradition of finding the best, most musical mueZiieg.are famous
throughout the countrfgach mosque would have a recordigthe call to prayer was
beautiful, it was lush and lovelyWhen | went to Cairo, | remember you could hear it, it
could be pretty harsin Yemen, they shout as though they're angry at top volBoitan
Tunisia they sang itt took 20 minutes to walk fra our house in La Marsa to the school
in Sidi Bou Sad. One little village | walked throughhad] a beautiful mosqueAnd in

the afternoon if | timed it right, the call to prayer would be thgust beautiful There

was an Islamic party then that waglawed; they're now the minority party in the current
government, but in those days they were outlawed and their leaders were arrested,
disappeared in some ca3éere was this core of Islaméstho were not yet overly
violent- they weren't bombing things going after foreigners or trying to enforce a
stricter religious code on everyone elfbat was coming and there's more of that nibw.
was a pretty liberal plac&@hey relied heavily on European tourism, and that's where
you'd see the radicals nowhether it's ISIS (Islamic State in Syria) or others going after
tourism centers in Tunisi@he museum that was hit, they killed a number of people
there.The beach that was hitourism's a huge part of Tunisia's economy and you can
see whyj, it's a beatfl place, lovely beaches, twwour flight from Paris, maybe three
from London, to get ther€harter flights would come in, 200 pale Brits would climb out,
go to the beach, turn themselves beet, stay in the hotelst's a lot of money.

Q: Would youand your classmates go to mosques for the Arabic?

KRAJESKI: No. In most of the countries | lived in, you didn't go during prayer time if
you weren't a MuslimSome mosques forbid itwould go into mosques only if
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permitted and never during sermons yer time We did have colleagues who would

do this; usually you'd ask your FSN staff particularly if you're in a place where you want
to know what they're saying in the mosqu&s.we'd do a whole review of this, but they
were almost always tHegyptians, Yemenis, Bahrainishey went to the mosquds.

would not do thatHowever, | did find as | met imams, the senior religious leaders at
each mosqueésometimes there's more than one in a modqueuld meet them and talk

to them.They had the msi beautiful Arabic; they were very well educated in the
languageMay not have been well educated in other things, but they knew Arabic better
than most Arabs did, and spoke beautifully, cledtiyas lovely to talk to an imam in
Yemen, in Tunisia, in §ypt. Egyptians speak really fast, they're slangy, throwing words
all over the damned placéhey tend to shout a lot, they're really Mediterranean, they
wave their hands arounflo to talk to an imam...

Q: They're the New Yorkers of the Arab world.

KRAJESKI: | loved the Egyptians, | really did.

Q: We'll talk about that next tim&.ou went to Egypt when?

KRAJESKI: August of '93.

Q: Today is April the 18, 2016, with Tom KrajeskGoi ng t o Egypt | thi nk
KRAJESKI:6 9 3 .

Q:Sowanttotalkabodtow t hat assignment came about and
Egyptos place in the world, politics and all
begin what youdbre doing.

KRAJESKI: As | mentioned last time, the assignment had been a last namateyement

by NEA, which at that point was splitting into South Asia and what became Near Eastern

Affairs. | was supposed to get an assignment to Pakistan, in Kaltdellithrough at the

last minute and NEA, which off and on is the best bureau ibuhéing. Takes care of

its peopleé mostly, sometimesSo they turned toatk Covey and Tezi Schaffer wikaid

[tome], A Wedl I make one of the assignments in C
youdre going to do two yteedViddleEadsit Aaabscyoand
commi t hegreed.. 0

The assignmentwas Caife ver ybody wants to go to Cairo i
Affairs, and most everybody in the bureau has been to Qaivas our biggest embassy

until Baghdad came alon@/e had a huge AID mission theréwas Egypt which then

and one could arguow wasthe r i nci pl e pl ayer among the Ara
doing peace processorn@®f cour se Camp David was 12, 13
arrived therel did a year ofArabic here at FSI, which was then in Rosslyn, and then |

did a year in Tunisia, where FSI had its Arabic language scBealtiful country, lovely

year.
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Arrived in Cairo in August of 693, and my po
Arab League athIsrael.And also something that Bob Pelletreau, the ambassador,

described to me as the multilateral peace pro¢tssaid this was somewhat in

abeyance, there were ups and downs in it, th
and he expectddherewould beJmore[in my portfolio] to go along with the Arab

League, which nobody really wanted, it was a boring institufdmal. then the Egyptian

Israeli relations, which were very important to us but were largely frozen in place after

Camp DavidTheyhan 6t necessarily deteriordwed, but
calleditiwar mi ng t hieattemptd talwapneheero webe largely frustrated.

I n 693 wedbdbve got Mubar ak Thosewhdkeowfkgygtiani dent , i
political hisstoy know t hat when Mubarak took over aft
(my dates are never always perfect), he made a promise to the Egyptian people that he

would be only a twderm president, eight or 10 yeakte would be a twderm president

and then hevould turn it over to the next elected presidénpromise madd. don 6t

know if we putany pressure at the timetokdefn at commi t ment, but <cert
had decided that he needed another term and
third term as presidentiow the election in Egypt, the parliament is elected first. The

ruling party dominates parliament, theyore
theyodore supported by the moneye€eldere@mleass and t
opposition parties, including a somewhat quiet Muslim Brotherhood gdréyMuslim

Brotherhood did exist in Egypt; they were not illegal per se although its leadership was

often harassed, sometimes arrestday were not permitted to run for parliamemhat

they did was run independenkdany of those independents had loyalty to the Muslim
BrotherhoodThere were two or three opposition parties, a labor party, a-Nasser

socialist party, but they were smafermitted; they each had their own newspaput

the elections i f not rigged didnét need to b
potent a forcelf anyone challenged it we saw this more in later Egyptian elections than
t he one | withe gogesnmentwas very quigkio makee any legitimate

opposition was squelched. Anybody that might have a chance of actually building a base
in parliament, let alone taking on senior positiorieey quickly found themselves in

trouble with the law, forbidden from running, something wdwgpen that would push

them aside.

It was a relatively open societiygyptians were quite direct with us, certainly with each
other.Criticisms of the government, criticisms of Mubarsgko u wer endt supposec
criticize Mubarak publicly but it happenell the time.Mubarak frankly had a large base

of popularity as well, which strengthened while | was there due to an assassination

attempt against him in Addis Ababa | believe in 1994 .had a genuinely strong base of
popularity.We of course had a very go relationship with Mubarak and the military as a

result of Camp DavidEgypt is our second largest recipient of aid in the world; Israel was

number onelt was supposed to be an even split under Camp David, each country would

get the same amount of maity and economic assistan8eit there was a qualitative

di fference in that we basically wrote | srael
| 6m exaggerating a bit.
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Q:Thatds quite true.

KRAJESKI: With the Egyptians we were quite specific with hihwey could spend their
money, and we managed a lot of it, both military aid and the economMymumbers

are never good Stu, but it was in the vicinity of $2 billion a year; about $1.2 was military
and $800 million was economic development aid.

Q:Corect me if 1 O6m wrong but both those, | sr a
the United States.

KRAJESKI: The militaryspentalmost 100%in the U.S.]but with some exceptions,

there are always exceptioMdaybe buy a French helicopter for a specgurposeThe

Egyptians also bought other equipment with other moneys asinvibse days they had

basically four sources of ingee: oil, which was considerablemittancesrom

Egyptians working abroadnterestingly this changdater on mostlyn Iraqi after the

invasion of Kuwait, Egyptians came back, it
so many Egyptians hadtreu r ned af t er bedawse therEgyatmnaomyhadn 0691
supported the coalition to drive Saddam out of Kuvldiey were dctors, lawyers,

engineers, and a huge group of teachers, university, elementary, high school, secondary

teachers in Iraq were Egyptians prior to the Kuwait lzannomically they had taken a

hit. There were still lots of Egyptians working in Saudi Araduia elsewhereso

remittances were big-he third ondsource of incomejvas the Suez Canal, they took in

something like $400 million a year (again, my numbengoever is listening to this,

check numbers!) in Suez Canal receiptsty expensive to go tbugh the Suez Canal,

we paid a lot because we had ships going through there all théltimewould allow

only one nucleapowered orarmed ship to go through thded a time] We never told

them and they never as ke ayifther¢ wereacleanarndson 6t as
aboard théPolarisclass submarinel d on 6t Rolareseould go thitodglethere,

t hey may not have, they cBulithetsmallgrenesathee i n t he
attack submarines which may or may not have nokdsoardThe fourth ondincome

source] was economic assistancewhich the United States was by far the largest donor.

It was an important country for uBhey had a peace agreement with Israel, the only Arab

country to have a peace agreement withelsahthetimeJ or dandés agr eement c:
while | was there. They were still very influential with the Arab wovlte considered

them to be counterweights to crazy folks l{Badhafior hardasses like Assad in Syria.

The Suez piece was considered gy\&iccessful arrangement in which Egyptian forces

had specific places where they could be in the Stieen there were the mutltiational

observersst i I I there although there ar é&stiBome que:
there in the SueMostof the demining had taken placg&amp David was rightly

considered an extremely successful peace agreement and treaty.

Il n 693, t hnkgyptagwe wentthere wasonomic developmende had a

very large economicfice at the embassiargelytrying to open up the econoniywas

still a controlled economy, the major industries were either state run or were managed by
the state, there were parastatals.
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Q: You mentioned sources, tourism must have been a big factor.

KRAJESKI: T h at 6 s Iperfifthisaursd of/income, it was a huge oheurism is
important because of the employmerit employed tens of thousands of Egyptiahs.
you know from your experience, in tourism you have a huge range of skills including
relatively unskilled people gog up to bus driversthey had marvelous tour guiddhe
people who take care of the siieand Egypt obviously has some of the most

magnificent archaeological sites on Earth; a fabulous place t?Alimed i1l 6d 93 mak e

this last point before | g@in to what | was doing it was relatively safe to be theidy

family came with me, my three childredy wife taught at the American school there.

We lived in Maadi, a suburb of Cairo just about 10 kilometers south of the embassy along
theriverEveryhi ngdés al ong the river in Egypt,; I
desertThe school was fabulous, i1itosMyomfee of
taught there, three kids were going théeone point | had one in elementary, one ia th
middle school, ne in the high schooAlix, my high schooler, was just giag high

school, so she was H®ing into 9" grade Jenna was 1,Jgoing into 7' grade, and Aaron

was a first gradeBeautiful campuslt was considered by NEA hands onelu# best if

not the best school in the regidie were very happy to be there.

WecouldtravelThe only restriction we had is you

from Cairo down to Luxor, through Upper Egyphis is where the Gamayat Islamiya,

the slamic groups, precursors of Al Qaitgerated] These folks developed out of the
increased repression of the 1980s, particularly in the areas south of Cairo, in Upper
Egypt.A lot of people had been jailedhey were responsible or claimed responsibility

for the assassination of Sadahy association with them led to knocks on the door at
midnight and folks being hauled away and thrown in jaits of stories of abuse and

torture in the jailsAnd as we should learn some day, all that does is create mor

terrorists. Because when your brother is picked up by the police and disappeared, you get
angry.You get angry at the guys who didlitis true in every society, | think it is
especially true in an Arab culutcausiraswher e
well. Your uncle.You get angrySo by 1993 these groups were still somewhat acdige.
many of them had been arrested, the activity had slowed duthar they used to do,

they came out of the cane fields, the sugar cane fields along theOawer is about eight,

10 feet highand verydenseh ey 6d come out, wait for one

y

he

t

of

by and with AKgKalashnikov automatic riflegshey would pop atthe bodt. dondét know

if they ever really killed anybody; they might havedrefl got thereBy the time | got
there we were forbidddfrom taking the cruise boats from Cairdye could take tourist
boats from Luxor to Aswan and Aswan to Luxor because there were no casgthieke
banks were down more the heavy desertUppa Egypt was very fertile, the start of the
deltaiwe coul dn 6t Theyhladea cauplesof tbrrorsttatsacks while we were
there including a bus load of poor Greek Orthodox tourists who were mistaken for
Israelis.The attackers thought they werbwus full of Israeli Orthodox, and they killed a
bunch of them, shot them up, threw hand grenades at th&Hmre. were a couple of

small bombs atbank§.h ey woul d call in advance because

Egyptians or Muslims.
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Q: That shows thehange in attitudes now.

KRAJESKLIThey6d go after the tourism industry be
the economy and the government that way, and these were foreigners on theisé boats

was OK to kill foreignerem,0tb wtu poerewbsdn Gto . ki | |
not a lot of support, certainly not in Cairo, for these grolips.e y wer endt abl e tc
with impunity outside of that area in Upper Egyjiok at my atlas, my maply places

like Beni Swef and Al Minya, go down to Asyutalfway down the river there we

werenot all owed to go. iMlyo ncootl |kenaogw e fA lyaonu 6Mies
across Al an vy eHe was headosthejintesdl politieal office g das the

external guyHe went down there a number of timasually with security, things taken

care of in advanceé.never got to go down to Asyut and go down to Upper Egypt 0 s

called that bhbeoaaseituude hihgmerCair o. 't 6s ML

Q: One of the things you mentioned, so mutdmploymenPeople came back from
Irag and all.As a man with a wife and two daughters, were Egyptian young men a
menace to ladies?

KRAJESKI: I have a couple of great stories on thigst of all, Cairo thef not now,
unfortunatelyjwas safe] My secand daughter just spent two years living in Cairo as a

reporter during the Tahrir Square revolutionwhateveritwasT hen, i n 693, Cair
woul d argue by far was Themeavassidgually sotstreptl ace | 6ve
crime, no robberies, no mgmgs.There were occasional purseatchings and

pickpockets in the Khan# hal i | i which is the big souk wit

al ways advise f ol ks Theréwhks & g mosgue near there,ihe pur s es
Al-HusseinMosque | think. During Ramadan in particular there would be large crowds
of people, and fasting chadhegtbesewoudbe | eds beha

epi sodes of harassment if you were a woman W
your butt pinched; someone was goingytab your breast§o we had incidents like that.
But by and | arge | felt very confident, and

daughters were not in danger.

As | said, they started off being H8d 11; when we left they were 17 and & stayd

four years in Cairo to get Adithrough that wonderful schotwe 6 d hi re a car for
our taxi driver with a ver nice Peugeot 505 taxi, and Aland her friends would be

picked up and taken downtown to a dancingclub.er e wasno6t mnuch al
thank god, at | east as parents we Toi dnot
illustrate, one eveningthey were supposed to be home at midnightas midnight,

they got out of their c¢cl ub andtthere.®oithey t a x i dr
were standing on the street in downtown Cairo, four girls, all dressed probably beyond

their age, theydére 17 vyear o-eyddaAdbendiharan gi r |
and is beautifui e v e r y s faaghtar és bdaautiful, butiX is truly a beautiful young
womanSheds with her friends andThsisthegdaysook ar o
before everybody had a cell phone, one of the girls might have haBmiiey r e
wonderingwhattodoand Ali says, i WealdAmapwaksdownithed a ¢

cohoc
e

0]
hea
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street and says, AYou vyoAirneg y oaud iidieytl rocolkh Ineg? o
said, AOur driver Hvaass asiud,p ofsledITheydl ghikre hyea e . Do
into his car, and h®ok each one of them home, Abad he walked each one of them to

the door to make sure they were s&fe.was an older guy, in his 40s.

Beyond thancidents of harassment during the fast, there was very $ilé¢he long

answer to your question is, it was a pretty safe pladed ® adoot 6 s c[manged; J
second daughter who worked as a journalist in Cairo in-2@]6aid when she was there

you had to be much more careful as a single unveiled woman, obviously Western,

walking and moving aroun&he said the storigef harassmetnand violencejvere

exaggerated, but it had chang&tere were more housebreakbe ones | recalled that

affected the community were almost always Filipino, Thai, some Africans who were

workers or were illegals in the cit¢airo had a lot of illegalsnostly Sudanese and

Africans who were illegalsThere were other illegals as well.

The last story on this is Jenna, she yea®ost] 16 when we leftWe were down at the

souki Jenna also extraordinarily beautifAind she speaks very good Arabic and

understood Egyptian Arabic quite wedlhe was walking with one of her friends and

these two Egyptians, young guys, began hitting on tfvema.know, they were good
lookingwomenOne of them said something |ike Al 6d
juste ood right up and in her perfect Egyptian
sisterAWould you say that to your motheddw do you think you would feel if someone

sai d t hat 8hesajddha guy anost brake ddwn in tears he was so sorry,

and he didndét know that she walshewagtgdgat i an and
do was meet her, and he was mortifiddother time she said these guys came up, they

were talkingShe coul dnét gquite hear thee, and her
mout hi dge@nmfaf s@i d, AYou kSiwoomwme twhhiantg tlhiikse ,g udyY osuc
are | i ke |l akes of azur e alwdspbetryShenitedih o dr own
Brooklyn and Manhattan and said she heard a lot worsestbimghe street theithan,

Al 6d | i ke to take you home to meet my mot her

Q:Letds talk aboluttdéd hae lkumbasembds gyw.t .
KRAJESKI: The largest in NEA and one of the largest in the world at the time.

Q: How did it fit together, who was the ambassador, whatthegnvironment working
there?

KRAJESKI: The ambassador when | first arrived was Bob Pelletreau, who is an NEA

legend and rightly sdde had been ambassador in Tunisia during the secret talks with the

PLO, had been in Cairo maybe two years when | arrikehs less than a year when he
transferred back to be assistant secretary f
that. DCM when | first arrived was Edmond HulEdmondwasanother NEA guyNot

sure where he had been before that but he had beamaxiEA.Went on to be deputy in
counterterrorism and then ambassador to Yemen, my predecessor in Yemen.
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Bob Pelletreau really is one of the stars of NB&.made a personal effort to get to know

everybody in the political and economic sectidimsthe] consular sectiorle knew the

managersThere were | think 2200 people working at the embassy of which

approximately 800 were Americaridow a lot of that was AID, and AID had its own

building a block away from the embas3fe AID director was mighty angbwerful, the

USAID mission was the largest in the workt.least half of those 800 Americans were

USAID, contractors and direct hirdst 6 s a bli tg6 £ md arsisuidinglmb as sy

the tower had just been completed and we worked in tistalQ tower. The

ambassadorodos residence was al mosisewbhidhmpl et ed
had the management offices and the consular section and | think public diplomacy, and

t he ambassador 6s r elswaslacconpeundwealy ih@denteaafhed t o i
Cairo, very close to Tahrir Square where the demonstrations took place, close to the

Egyptian Museum, close to the Arab Leaguecould walk to Arab League headquarters,

though walking in Cairo was always an advent@ese to a number ofvé star hotels,

so for visitsi [there werefonstant visitors to Cair@airo traffic is unbelievabldt was

sort of on a side road, so security was very good, although you rely on the Egyptians for a

lot of security and some of those guys holdingguns s i de t he embassy, I
they knew which end of the gun the bullet came ouivd. wer e once tol d, A D
they dondét have any bullets, theydre given o
Barney Fifedidl dondét knowoitf ®Hhat we twewe at ways as

Q1 6m t al ki ng t oingBN&A today, Hisvast day there he tetade was

saying they were really concerned about these folks in the Sinai, the Bedouin apparently

have been copted into the Islamic terroris. And the Egyptian military who were

supposed to protect them just 1sndét capabl e.

KRAJESKI: The Sinai is a different place, it was even when we were there, the Bedouin

could occasionally do something violeith ey dondét consider themsel
Egyptens, they didnodét consider themselves to be
government they were Bedouins, livinginthe Sinki. have heard itds gott
increasingly more dangerous in the Siffdie military, like all militaries- not all, maybe

not ous, though we sure had a hard time securing the streets of Iraq after we took over

Iraq, dbing security, policings a lot different than riding in tanks and blowing things up.

The Egyptians are pretty good at riding in tanks and blowing things up angl Fhlifs;

theydre not really good at street security,
paid and corrupMWhen | was there, we drove across the Sinai multiple tiGesing

into what | was assigned to @ldut going backo the missionEdmond was very big on

mission statementswas there the first year we did these MPPs, the Mission Program

Plan which then became the MSRP (Mission Strategic Resource Plan) and the MRP

(Mission Resource Plan) and all these annual exercises in what isssiormhow do we

accomplish it, what do we need to accomplish it in the way of personnel and budget and

facilities. That was the first yea€airo was a prototype embassy, indeed Alan

Misenheimer was the nominal head of the embassy efforts to do this.

Or mi ssion in 0693, cert[piortylopit.fohwasmaace pr ocC ¢
position of working on one of Ecomm@ambassador
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development really was the centerpie€d. i nt on was el ecteds i n
his mission economic development around the wakggeloping businegzartnerships
around the worldSo the GoréMubarak partnership was one of the centerpieces of the
embassybés activities, we were |l ooking a
opening Egyptian marketh.[the Egyptian economydas quite closedt was difficult to

buy imported goods on the mark&hey were quite expensivegyptians had had bad
experiences as many governments hadebac
kazoo to bring imported goods in and had some real debt ¢Flseg.may have been
under | MF (I nternational Monetary Fund)
sure; | was a political officer not an economic officer even thoughateconomic

sedion] was right down the hall from me.

Gore visited a couple of times, Mubarak went to the St&ieson came twice; once for
basically an economic visit, and the other time on the peace pr8ces® had two
presidential visits, multiple vice preside visits, the secretary came to Cairo,
Christopher then Albright, it seemed like every wdeluas a common occurrence that
Christopher and his team would come in to meet Mubarak on the peace proee3sd g o
betweenlIsragli t wasno6t dipomacy butyhe veasthereta lote as are most
secretaries of Stat#.was very active othe peace processswear, every single member
of Congress, major cabinet foll& ot of time and effort spent taking care of visitors
from WashingtonThose werelte pillars of the mission the peace process and all that
entailed, the multlateral peace process that had been the result of the Madrid talks in
0 9 IDelieve.These were four or five sets of negotiations, everything from security to
water, economicelelopment, public diplomadya PR thing | got involved in.

Then there was what |adieedia AugystefdlooB, Pell&raag u s t
graciously spent quite a bit of time wi
The political counder at the time was a guy named Bob Maxkhe. had been our last
consutgeneral in Alexandria before we closed the pdsplishly, we should not have
closed it.So Bob transferred from being congdneral, principal officer in Alexandria
down to being plitical ministercounselor in Cairo, the number three in the embassy.
There were 10 political officers in the section and | was given the external portfolio:
relations with Israel, the Arab League, and this rateral peace process, although
pieces ofhati Sharon Weiner was the deputy in the section, she did the politicat multi
lateral peace process.

Q: I would imagine the peace process would be pretty well taken out of your hands and
done in Washington?

KRAJESKI: | spent a lot of time taking care of Dennis Ross and Aldiler, | just saw
him, heds over aAndvarioes others,aneledng Dam kKuttzertwhiot e .
went on to be ambassador to Egypt and to Israel; in those days he was a degtaty ass
secretaryTony Verstandig who was a deputy assistant secretaryu¥ r e theractuplh t
negotiation between the Palestinians and Israelis was handled out of Washington with
support from Tel Aviv and largely CairBelletreau, the last thing Baid to me was
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t he Norwegians are working on, but we donot
Literally three, four weeks after that they announce the OstmAls and a commitment

by the Israelis and the Palestinians at the highest level for face to face negotiations, one

of the first of many roadmaps for how a negotiation would take pldeefirst bilateral

negotiation was in September, they came to thé&\House and did the signing of the

[Oslo] agreement | think in early, mileptember of 1993, then negotiations began

almost immediately after that in TatB&ba is at the tip of the Gulf of Agaba, right next

to Eilati you have Agaba in Jordan, Eilatlsrael, and Taba in Egypt.

Q: Big tourist area.

KRAJESKI: Taba had &lilton Hotel. The Palestinians would not agree to hold the

negotiations in Eilat and the Israelis would not agree to Agdbs is before there was a

peace agreement with Jord&n hey compromised on Taba, which the Israelis could get

to very easily, it was just a drive oéne borderjfrom Eilat. It was much more difficult

for the Palestinians to get to Taba because they had to rely on the generosity of the

Egyptians to fly themrbm Cairo, which is where Arafat spent most of his time once this
beganArafat and Nabil Shaath, who was one of the chief negotiatorb;BSakat,

Salem [?]Husseini out of Jerusalema couple of other Palestinians out of Ramallah.

They would go to Cair and the Egyptians would fly theto Taba] Or they would have

to rent vehicles to drive to Taba for negotiatiofise Israelis only had to drive across the

border back to their lovely hotels in Eilat, less than ahailfr drive.The Palestinians

were suck atthishotelTaba di dndt have much elWen in it e
they[the talks]started, | was the observeretreporterSo | drove with ammbassy

driveriwe di dno6t need aniyacrssetheuSinaitand | gpenufdrh os e day:
five days for the first negotiations in Taba.

My colleague Andrew Steinfeldstill in the service | believé Andrew came out of Tel

Aviv down to Eilat and then we would meet at the hotel in THigawould do the Israelis

and | would do the Palestans and the Egyptians, who were the moderaitaras not in

the room during the negotiations; part of the agreement is the Americans would not be in
theroomSo | 6d hang around this hotel while they
out | would sped three, four hours with the Palestinians, and Andrew would either see

them[the Israelis]at the hotel there or go back to Eilat and talk to theels.Sometimes

| would go withAndrew and talk to the Israelis Eilat; sometimes he would stay with

me, although he didndédt speak Arabic, and we

It was 1993, | dondt know if theybve been de
read some of the reporting, becausgAmdrew andl] would laugh[about our reports]

would spend three hours with the Palestinians and easily get four different versions of

what happened in the roownd all four guys areintheroo®ne guyo6s tal ki ng t
press giving his versiod n ot h e r kirgg toyné, givirtg &i$ versiosomeone else is

sitting waitingl 6 d get two or three versions and try
been agreed on, what had been negotiated in the Amsnew would go to Eilat with the

head of their delegation, ayunamed Shahacl?] who was an army generdl.6 m n ot

sure if he was retiredde tried to run for prime minister abme point after thaAnd he
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[Andrew]wouldg et one versi on; it didndét matter who
account from the Israalilt would be far less detailed than | was getting from the

Palestinians, but also what | was getting was less relidbttwe would send our reports

each night back to Washington, one out of Tel Aviv and one out of Caiauld

telephone it backWe @ talking about the use of private emé@itglay]; | would

telephone it back using open lines, and then they would put it in the classified system.

That was the only way we could do it.

This went on for three weeks; | would go back for a couple of da@sito, the
Palestinians would go back and conmplbitterly about how hard it vgato get to Taba.

|l dm not sure when, at some point maybe in No
Cairo, and they were held at the Sheraton Gezira Hotel right on the ri@airmThe
| sraelis werenodot as happy about 1itwheh because

they could do, they had a peace agreentmthey cold fly in and stay therelheir

embassy there was small and of course security was a huge isheelfvatlis, so they

were less comfortable; they got to sleep in Eilat when they had it in Fabthe

Palestinians it was much better, Nabil Shaath had a house in @afat was given by
Mubarak a small palace to use, nice pldiceras much easieof the Palestinians to get

from Ramallah across the Sinai into Caifbe negotiations pretty much were constant

until the first agreement which | believe was April or May of 1@@dy 4, 1994] the se

called Gazalericho Agreement which allowed for a Pileian Authority to be

established, it allowed Arafat to go back to Gaza first and then he went to Ramallah
shortly afterthatt t created basically, | wondt wuse t he
Palestiniarcontrolledi with a lot of caveats by tHeraelisi area in Gaza and in Jericho.

You had to go through Jerusalem to get to Jericho which is closer to the Jordanian border.
The borders were very carefullyegotiated]. Wiere does the Palestinian Authority end?
Where does it begin®here is thegray zoneThey talked about things like right of

pursuit, jointpolice parols. The Palestinians had no right to go into Israeli territory, the
Israeli had some very carefully defined rights in this agreement as to when they could
pursue a suspect intolBstinian controlled territgr

Q:Youbre saying, you were interviewing these
they had four different storieBut did you see things begin to coalesce?

KRAJESKI: Oh yes After a month or two of really flailing arowl, the Palestinians were
much more disciplinedsaeb Erekat, who remained a negotiatbe still may be doing

it, heds a Isavrimrekeatly bngelewsoon, apart from losing all his hair
he looks pretty much the same as he did when | taseaket himNabil Shaath was a
wealthy Palestinian businessman who was the economic guy, he got pushed aside and
guys like Abu MazenMahmoud Abbas]he was not a negotiator but he became part of
the decisiormaking core around ArafaAnd Arafat made th decisions. Whenever they
were close to an agreement on any particular point, whether it was the boundaries of the
territory or certain authoritieisthey had huge discussions about the right to tax and
collect feesThe Palestinians wanted the Israelistibsidize them and the Israelis were
willing to do this, but there was a lot of negotiation about how much, so that the
Palestinians were paying taxes to the Israelis, the Israelis were reimbursing the
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Palestinian Authority for tha here was lots of dcussion how we and others, the
Europeans, would suppeodnce areas of Palestinian control were establishieel.
negotiations focused on security, both Palestinian and Isfhaeln bringing in outsiders;

you might recall the Norwegians actually sent p&aeping or security forces, unarmed,
wearing these ridiculous white hats in places like Hebron, which was a very sensitive
spot where these ult@nservative Orthodox Jews have set up an enclave in the center of
this Palestinian city, over thetombofAma ham | t hink, theydre figh
religious siteThe negotiations quickly became much more detailed, and the Israelis were
disciplinedi they were committed to iRabin had made the commitment of Israel to
reaching an agreement with the Paleatisithat would in its final stages include
negotiations over the most sensitive issustatus of Jerusalem and the refugees,
returnees the right to returnBoth of which have yet to be resolved, and probably never
will be.

Q: Right to returni i t &esgivihgithe Indian tribes the right to return to their villages in
northern Virginia.

KRAJESKI: There are members of our Native American groups who would like to have
that. There are certainly manyakestinians today the symbols holding the keyThose

who were driven out of Jaffa, who | eft of th
subsequentwaist hey st i | | hold the key to their fat
Haifa as the Israelis call it todalhey pass it on from generation to gexin. They still

l'ive in refugee camps in Lebanon and Jordan,

recl ai m t hVeots tp rPad eersttyi.nd ans know Sotheat 6s | ust
negotiation, which never really took place, but as it was fornul#tevas going to be

about compensatio@ompensation for people who lost property during that time, with

limited right of actual physical returiihe West Bank was very much under discussion

what part, how much of the West Bank the Palestinianswatldgh d er Rabi nds
original plan, quite a lot of ifThe major settlements were going to be closed in the West

Bank, leaving only the scalled military security settlements which were along the

Jordan RiverOnce the agreement with Jordan was signed thasean argument that we

(the I sraelis) dondét need these either, they
Palestinians would control a great section of the West Bdn&h of the subsequent

negotiation [was abouthe administrative authoritie®©nce Gazalericho, the first one,

was signed they began a much more complex negotiation about where would the border

run and what authorities would the Palestinian Authority h@flith the[implied] notion

it would become its own state.

Q: What were you déng from the Palestinians when you were talking to thBithey
think something was going to happen?

KRAJESKI: This is the only time in my career that | was directly involved in the central

issue to the Middle East and to our relationships in the Ilildst] would argue that

this was the most positivel 6 | | even use the word fAoptimist.
the Middle East t o1l busteereivdsareatgensdthdianpt i mi st i c 0
agreement could be reachd@that the Israelis and R&tinians were going to reach a
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negotiated agreement, including on these very hard issues including Jerdsalealem

was by far the toughedut it was progressindke me mb e r | 6m tkat)] ki ng t o
university educated, a very urbane, sophistidategotiator, excellent EngligNabil

Shaath who | think his degree is from Wharton, a-fitass businessmamnhese guys
understood negotiation, and that in negoti at
They hated negotiating with the Isragliaot because they hated the Israelis, but because

the Israelis were the toughest negotiators on Eafté.Israelis give very little, and once

they do give it they put waThéysomatimesund it so
redefinei

Q:1 6 m t ohediccard ig sgmed, the real work starts.

KRAJESKI: There were numerous times during those two years of negotiattbnse

years, really that | would walk into SaebBx at 6 s hot el yhowloright not a f
next to the Semiramishe Inte€Con, where we put all our people right next to it, a three

star, an older hotel right on the river, which | kind of liked, had a great restaurant

[ ShephearHedveuld st bedumingde would lay into me, knowing that |

would go back to the embassy 5@rds down the street amdite my report on the

perfidy of the Israelisi Yest er day we had agreed to this, t
policemen in each car, that they would be allowed to carry handguns and have

ammunition, that there would be right of putga this area outside of Jericho and now

t hey come bawok han d ss anyo,t Oomhaat we agreed to a
one policemen and only one could be armed an
and he would just be pounding the table, angry at the Israelis for what he considered to be
renegingonwhatyestr day 6 s a g r eTkelsggesproblerdthelPalestmians

had wa, they were sincere negotiators so they had a problem negotiating with the

Israelis.The Israelis were honest negotiators; once a deal had been agreed to, they stuck

to it. They give ‘ery little as you move forward.

The head of thfPalestinian delegation to thAfab League was there and was often part

of the negotiationOf cour se the Palestinian ambassador
there and sometimes part of the negotiafidre problem Shaath and Erekat hadswiaey

would reach an agreement with the Israelis in the rGdray would come out and tell me

about the agreementor sometimes Dennis Ross and Aaron Miller were there, and

KurtzerrSo everybody wo uhudepsogressvéd Gveatmadehan i s
agreement about the boundaries aAndthemd Ramal |
t he Palestinians would go back to Arafat and
Webdbre not goi nhewbudsangtimesgltioc |tyh aatn.nloounce AThe
agreement on t hAndthepsenelis woeldugb auts, jump up artd dawn,

AHas he no confi dPopéti nhéai se gcedgandetoma 9 r B AV e
t his f ar ? 0 atorsade Anth®haath an@eekptovould have that agreement.

AbuMazen (I only remember their nomsi de guerr

and they would be very unhappyh ey woul dndét want to express
directly that Arafat had pulled the rug out from under theat he didAr af at di dnoét t
them, he trusted rone.He controlled all the money and let them know that he had the

final decisioamaking authority on every point of the agreement.
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Ql 6ve never been involved i hreadiethot i ati ons o
newspaperArafat, he has a reputation as a guy who always missed the bus.

KRAJESKEEI t hi nk tWeattds nknfsai mecause there are
take.This guy saw himself as a freedom fightde took up arms against tbecupiers,

the people who had invaded their courittyis is the Palestinian viewpointand

occupied it.

Qltds true.

KRAJESKI: Absolutely.And in 1972, Black Septemhbeavhen the king of Jordan, in the

nick of time according to many analysts and historians, tossed the Palestinians and the

PLO out of Jordaii on the verge of taking over Jord&amous line from a future prime

mi ni ster of 1 srael ,a thlbeaneR alnast itrhieayn sal d ceradty
JordanJordan after all is the EastBahnk. dondét know what the popul
if you look at the Hashemites, the Jordanian Bedouin tribes, and the Palestinians who

have some cases always lived o Hast Bankt her edés a | ot of Pal est.
And more after the wars, after 1948 and 1967 especially when Jordan lost the West Bank

and Jerusalem, there were lots of refug&aen[in 1972] Arafat went to Beirut where of
course he and otheidt hi nk you could make a case that A
He didndét support the hijacking of airplanes
civilians. His guys were the kind who would get on their rubber dinghies and go down to

Haifa and ty to attack a militarypost her eds a fine |l ine; there w
Pal estinian groups who were blowing up é

Q: I just finished a book, a set of interviews with Ed Abington who was egeseatal in
Jerusaleni

KRAJESKI: He was consudfieneral wile | was there
Q:Very cl ose to Arafaté

KRAJESKI: Too close.

Q: Many people thinktooclose. r ai se this; he doesndét think
close to the IsraelisThis is a thing that permeates both sideS hose pl ucky | sr ae
those poorpgikedu pon Pal estinianso, ités divided the
States.

KRAJESKI: And the Palestinian community is divided, and the Arab world is divifled.

you ask any Arab up front about the Palestifigaeli issue, they support the Palastn

people whodve been treated u¥gugesimtdnporeand dese
nuanced arguments as you move forward, but their fundamental position is support for

the Palestinaind mong t he Palestinian community, ther
Palestinians in Kuwait for example were furious with Arafat for siding with Saddam
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Hussein after the invasion of Kuwait in 199tey were apoplectic because they all got
thrown out, they all lost their good jobEhey got thrown out of the gulf, out Bubait
Palestinians suddenly became untrustworthy in the eyes of Gulf Ataltcammunity, as
we know well as Americans, has a united fréwen when we were fighting Germany

and Japain we make this great myth now about how all America was on the raatth

on the go, supportingthere were a lot of people opposed to war before it occurred, and
were reluctant participantSo | think that Arafat, you can view him both wagertainly

thereds a sithengl| ar game mtg , A Haty toreissar mi s s ed
oppor tYumué&we oheard it a thousand times | 6m s
Thatos true, according to Aaron Miller whoos

all about the different legal structures that have been sghop the establishment of

Israel regarding the Palestiniagron carried this black notebook, a small ringed
notebook with a leathercovely ou don ét s e €heythadehm linadpsgeso r e .
with holes punched, about as big as your hand, maybé&algger.He had photocopied

the Camp David Aaards, UN resolutions 242 and 3@®ich basically said depending on
how you interpret it, the occupation of the West Bank in 1967 was illegal or it was finite,
it was not meant to be a permanent statieshadthem all in his bookHe could read

themi the type was tinyHis eyes were better than mine.

| remember sitting in the back of the car and he would make these argurients.

contention wa$ Camp David was a huge opportunity for the Palestinians betizise

had Egypt willing to back them, and the Israelis in a position of compromise, something

t hey don6t Buawith oue gugranted at Gamp David, the Israelis were willing

to take a look at the West Bank in 1979,19Blhe Pal est i,niwensvasai d ti MNd
To the Palestinians, that meant they wanted Haifa back, they wantedifah.e Jews can

s t d thé Muslims always believed they treated the Jews beautifully throughout history;

Jews always believed they treated Muslims fairly throughestory.l t 6 s onl y t he
Christians that really get rapped by both sides because Christians treated neither Muslims

nor Jews fairly when they ran the Holy Land;

As you | ook at these negoti at i oatleégreaste c o me t
opportunity.What the Palestinians are going to get is more limited than what they might

have gotten in 679 under Cdnmispdteularcdsel but it 6
would not put all the blame on Arafat at &lle did after alsign Gazalerichol t 6 s a gr eat
sceneApril, May | believe of 1994We had been negotiating nstop for seven days in
Cairo.Christopher had been in and dDennis Ross, Dan Kurtzer, Aaron Miller were

basically living thereOccasimally going to IsraelThe Palestinian team is there, Arafat

is there Rabin has a senior guyhe last points of negotiation were hammered out at the
SemramisHotel and atthe Gezira Sheratohremember the last points being agreed the

night beforeMust have been 150, 2@@&gesThe embassy is providing all the

photocopiers, printers, workstations to keep this agreement in Siregrewe had to print

it out, and we had to print out at least five copies because Rabin was coming in,

Christopher was already there or comingrkgt day, Mubarak was the center, the

Russian Andrey Kozyrey was coming in, then | think someone from the WUban see it

on the stage at the conference center where they did the sigferttad to use these
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enormous clips to hold the pages together @t it into some kind of book where it

could actually be opened and sign€dere were maps and appendices showing detail

around Ramallah were the line was between Israeli and Palestinian authdriy.y 6 r e al |
standing on the stage. h a d n o6three sldyss maybe canght an hour or tweas

sitting next to an Israeli who | had become good friends with, Damayer seen him

since but we bonded and both of us were sleep deprived, sitting in the aubliebaeak

is giving his speech, Christophisrgiving hisspeech. 6 m goi ng to say Kuzni

it was Kozyrev; fixed on subseqguent menti ons
Q: Soviet.
KRAJESKE:Yeah, stil |l Soviet in 0693, 09472

QI think they wereno6t.

KRAJESKI: Russian Federatiohthink Yeltsin was ircharge Anyway. And Rabin is on

the stageRabin by the way is one of the toughest pecpie only reason this agreement

was sold in Israel was because of Rabia.had the stature and he had the chidpshad

been a military commander, one of the tougies Israelis had ever producédmajor

factor in the success bBE&Eb6sha w&v7 wWwaroaaddia
minister.The Labor government in those days was fairly strong, not a coalition as | recall

T Israeli governments are often caiains with smaller parties.

Q: Usually religious.

KRAJESKI: But Rabin was very much in chargene Israelis | knew, and | got to know

quite a few of them through the years, through the embassy and | visited Israel three or

four times.We could drive acrgs; my family and | drove across the Sinai through Rafah,

the border crossingin Gazar ound Gaza, we didnodét drive thr
Seven hour trip, door to door including the border crossing which took two lGnes.

hour with the Egyptians deey smoked cigarettes and looked for papers and stamps and

tried tofigure outwho the hell you weréDne hour with the Israelis, who were chop

chopchop.l 6 m | oo k i n Wlubarak I thifk signs firsg then Kozyrev, and then

Rabin signs the agreent.And then Arafat walks upArafat has a sense of drama and a

real presencd-ascinating marl,could talk a lot about ArafaEd Abington probably

knows him better than any American diplomtate goes up and therebs t
discussionHe 6 s loovoekri nnggt and heb6és got one of the m
head.Shaath oErekat one of the negotiators up there with him explaining to him.

There are no chair§he only flags are the Egyptian flag and | think the United Nations,

or maybe the Noregian flag, this is after Osl®hey had a big fight over flagPan

Kurtzer spent hours negotiating flags on stage, because the Israelis were not going to

allow a Palestinian flag on stagéhe stage is basically barEhere were these chairs,
boomboomboom, f or each of thédm Wwat chhegdt & eal |
going on for 10 or 15 minutes, and my | srael
R a b iThereavas heat coming off Rable is stiff, coldeyedHe s ai d, ARabin i s
pisssd Rabi n i s gThénRgbintmakeseaxggsture t kis sécurity standing

F
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at the door, and my buddy sat wup Tshtartaisght an
the sign to go. o

At this point, our secretary of Stateyod bless him, a very nigean and really very easy

to handle as a visitor; he had no demands on the embassy, all he wanted was to have

dinner with his wife in the hoteHe hated going out to the formal dinners which made

the Egyptianscrazfdle 6 s t he secr et goulyaveddhavB &adinn., of cou
very smart guy, but a lawyek quiet negotiatorl dondét know i f youdve h
about Warren Christophefile was not a real presené& was just kind of standing

there, looking back and fortKozyrev was talkingd Mubarak and Arafat is talking to

his aid and Rabin is steamingonthestége.nal | v Mubar ak goes over
t he pr obl Btorps ol thetedwasadpoint on the map, the map did not

accurately reflect where the line wasé m s uis Rossaedmaron Miller know

exactly where this line was supposed to®ethey had this negotiation on stage, took

about 10 or 15 minutes, in which they agreed they would circle that tiny little area, and

all would initial it, noting that it was for ftiner review.This satisfied him.

All of this was show, it was just dram@thers will know better, but the area was not

importantto anybody. t was just Arafat wanted to make &
agreement goes forwardornbtd m notsig@n nigt twnt i | |l get my |
Just in time before Rabin left, it all got done and sigAdigr, Arafat went back to Gaza,

whi ch he Hbkhalal@otse in Tukig and a place in Caleoused to spend

more time in Cairo than Gaza, which used to piss the Palestinians off because guys like

Shaath anérekatall had to go and try to set up the Palestinian Authority, whichdvou

then be negotiated in detaver what authorities they wouéttually have.

My job after that was to help fulfill some of our commitments to the agreement, which
had to do with observers and money and equipmvéathad pledged to provide the
Palestinian police with vehiclea.guy named Michael Corbin who went anlie our
ambassador in the UAE (United Arab Emirates), good friend of mine, he was the
political-military officeri

Q: Who was it?
KRAJESKI: Michael CorbnHe 6 s retired now, l i ves in Abu L
Abu Dhabi, he 6HKewdsamnbagsadgr toiUAEwWhene Wwak in Bahrain.

Most recently he had been deputy assistant secretary for Iragq and for the gulf | believe.

Couple of other jobs in Washington, really smart guy, good lgaywas the political

military officer. Interestingly in tlat crowd too, Barbara Leaf who is our current

ambassador to the UAE, was the human rights officer in the political seftien.Alan
MisenheimerStrong group, Alan never got an embas&yMichael, working with the

military, got 200 vehicles mayhaveben f ewer than that, may hayv
terrible with numbers, i tHélad demtifiedthwhole ot an e
warehouse filled with Broncos, a General Motors car | think a Chevidletmilitary

had purchaseflhem] years before, #y were seven or eight years old and had never been

driven; they were simply warehoused in Germany somewhere for futuré/aedead
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arranged through various financial packag#se military has this excess military

equipment that can be part of a militaypport agreementused it in Yemen, we use it
oftenSometi mes iIitds used equipment; in this ca
driven so they had to be checkstichael did a great job with the militarWe shipped

in all of these vehicles thenadre them across the Sinai into Jericho were they became

the first Palestinian police vehiclekhere were lots of things like this that we did.

As | said, the negotiations continued as they got more into the WestBakually

they established Ramallahs t he At emporary capi t\Wel of the
couldnét call it anythiing mbgwtoi nlgat 0 igto was iV
Palestinian Authorityo which meant Ramall ah
t h e Asethe aegotiatios for the Palestinian authorities were going dnhink this took

another six months, it was towards the end of 1994 when those were fifidlired t 0 s

when Rabin was assassinateldave in my head August of 1994, it may have been later

than that(Note November 1995lRabin was killed by this Israeli extremist, this settler

| believe connected with settlers, who thought he was going to give away the West Bank,

which was part of the deah book has just come out on this cal@dath of the Kingpr

something like this (notKilling AKing) , by an American journalis
assassination and the effect it had.

Q: It took a significant player out of that equation.

KRAJESKI: To me it took the guts out of it, the nerve, the steel out Akit.said, Rabin

was trusted by the | sr a®éraswhowdsadhenlbebevewo ul dnét
foreign minister, who became leader of the Labor Party and led the party until the

el ection of 696, when NeThalsrgeas liked Perescdouthi s c o a
Peres didndét have t he PeargsWwastoasidgredbobeak gr ound o
di pl omat, he was sof tMa ytbhee yt hdaiitboasd t nhobtu tfbayil rd n
bring together the haslthe Israelis with the peace crowddan s ay, A Thi s i s t he
it for the security of Israekor the longterm security, prosperity of Israel, we need to

make this Pagresemeonutl dindt do that, Pusd that we
Arafat kept playing his gameBd Abington woull know more about it.

About this time, we were gettindigadjusht o 6896 no
gotten my next assignment, which was going to be cayeuéral in DubaiThe
agreement was | would continue in the external office diiagenegotiationsl| also

wor ked on what was cal | e dlsréelwraationsOnegpftieh e col d
more frustrating parts of my portfolib. woul d sit with Ned Wal ker

we going to do™We 6 | | have an e xWedbhrglsraelbjéurngligtsuim, nal i st s
and weol | back And wedlll Hawnae Edy gtvieaan j ourn

exchange t he fhatfwould soat of markhonde or dwice, but only one or two
journalists would make it througfi.h e y 6 d daheinséoriea would be negative and

t hen t hey6d Ogedhing Itrementbern actuaily talked to Zubin Mehta, who
was then the musical director for the Israeli Philharmafie.were going to have a
concert tourThe opera hall in Cairo is magieent, one of the most beautiful and
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acoustically perf ect |Isawemanypsrfortndneesthdred ve ever b
including Shakespeare.

Q: Was this the one put up féida?

KRAJESKI: No, thevenuefor Aida was a temporary one down in Luxor itsdlhey

would performAida at the Temple of Hatshepsuive used to cal l her f@AHO
Soupo, because we Thabwad wherein 19% shgy hddehe ternbdeme .
terrorist attack where all the Swiss tists were massacred by-&lamaat, a real

turnaroundT h at 6 s wh Aidael netven saw it, balwdys wanted to sed it m n ot

a big opera fan, but they did it outdoors, it was magnifidarthe opera house, it was a

modern, beautiful venu&he @nterpiece of my work is to bring the Israeli Philharmonic
toperfoomBut it didndot happen, the Egyptians did

The toughest negotiation | had that | conducted personally had to do with Israel and

Egypt as well, more with the American Jewisintounity, and that was the ring road

around CairoThey were building a beltway around Cairo (traffic in Cairo was
unbdievable).They had built itat some distance, including down where | was in Maadi,

a ring roadThey were mostly complete except a mietson that was going to run

through the Jewish cemeteijhe cemeteries around Cairo are enormiyos. hear about

the cities of the dead, where people live there, live in the tombs downThere.r e 6 s a
Muslim section, which is the largest; a Christiaot®®, which was quite large; and a

Jewish section, which was larg®ne of the largest Jewish cemeteries in the Middle

East.lt was hugeBefore 1967 there were tens of thousands of Egyptian Jews, who

considered themselves very much Egypti&ken | gotthere, the community was

maybe 300, and one of my jobs was liaison with the Jewish comm@niya major part

of that was how to build the road through the cemetery, because theseé examge me,

| donodt T tmesededicatdddetiders of the Aiman Orthodox community out of

New York, who with great credit to them have dedicated themselves to preserving Jewish
cemeteries around the world, especially in Europe where many were destroyed during

World War 1l. They got wind of the fact that they weageing to build this road through

the Jewish cemetery which would require moving a number of grisdeesthe

Christians and the Muslims all agreed; with compensation, they were given cemetery

sites elsewhere, and the grave sites were m@ade of them werjust plowed under.

This Jewish or gani z ahono,iyoudonot everJewWishigravess ai d, 0
You do not move them for eternityou do not move them until the messiah comes and

rai ses us all up Sonod haweeto kadhé borewintactantittea v e n . 0
messiahcomed.hat 6s a | ong way away | think; it co

Q:For planning, ités a little difficullt.

KRAJESKIEl 6 m dealing with these Egyptian engi neeé
Transportation guyd. h e y 6 r eers; ¢haygvan to build the roathey get the

political i mperative right from the top, fro
to do this until we have an agreement with t
the road in whatever fashigno u g uy s cThelsraels weukl haveonone oflit.
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remember going to the Israeli embassy early
this, we will not deal with itWe do not talk to the American organizatitinwve get

involved in this, itwi | | effect whatEvewdneryeu pt @adamrggd i n | sr a
shovel in the ground in |Israel, Whattheyhi t a bo
do i n Israel I's, when they want to have a ma
do it. Then the next day, these groups gocré&z@h no, there are bones,
archaeol ogical, Taddlaatye,d di& ol s datlagré enaoduyl ddnudgt. t
it They would | augh with me (they were friends
wrappel up with thisBuild the godd a mn rTdhaed! avoul dnét tal k to tt

about it.

So | would have this group come Ihwas wonderfulThey were New York, Orthodox.

Not always Hasid, but they had the black hats, the ringlets, dark suit, big Hgerd

Jew.l would meet them at the airport sometimé@& would go over to the Ministry of

the Interior, down the street from the embas#tsywas much quicker to walk than to take

an embassy car because of traffipou had to go around in circles to gefit, while

walking it was about 10 or 15 minuealk. So we would walk down these busy streets in
Cairo and 1 6d have Qaleres ae really sophusticated, ebem he d e me .
poor guys on the streéithey see everybod§f o a f o r etiatyactattentidname s n 6
the streets of Caird@ut these guys (laughter), these guys W would work on them

and reach a dealhe first deal (and this is outrageous) was that we would build a
suspension bridge across the Jewish section of the cen®et8oniden Gate style

suspension bridge, so that pylons would be driven on one side and the other side and the
bridge would go across the cemetery, leaving the cemetery untoéthediedible cost.

It was really expensive.

The Egyptians agreed to ftheyactually started construction; they were going to do this.

These guys from New York, they had observers in as construction began with pylons on
onesideTo sink these pylons for the bridge, you
Huge pile driversenormous machines that were going to dig the holes and set the pylons

for the bridgel get a calllt had just started, two or three days of construciidre New

York group has its observer, a young guy out at the stge¢a call on my cell phone.

A Nokia; cell phones changed our lives at embasklasaging a visit with a cell phone

was somucheasidrr, dondét know how weSdid geéet befoalkl ¢
gotacellphoneHHe call s me and says, Thelbbnesredr e di st ur
shaking!l 6 m s e e ilnbgn bgooni ensg! CGlick. st op t hi s! o

| getacall, 20 minutes latdr.6 m t ryi ng to cal l him back, | 6 m
the site which is out in the desert about 10
on.Then | get a call from the Egyptian engineer
rightnowHe 6 s | yi ng u n dHeliterdllyhpat himself tieere avinere ¥he mole o

was to stop the pile driver, because they were shaking the bones tooAmdietorse

worse, they were cutting another section where they were building the ramp up to the

bridge, so they were bulldozing awayt was not in the cemetery, the Jewish part of the

cemeteryBut there were graves there, and as one of the big pieces of equipaden

sheared off the side of the duinthis was desert, this was not Tunisian desert, this was
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sandi he had cut coffins in half, and there were bones hanging out of coffins and coffins

had fallen down and there were dogs (all these wild dogs in Egypting into this and

grabbing the bones and dragging them awdyen | got there | had this American Jew

not screaming, he was actually quitecaljpoi ng A Therebdbs dogs, bones
t he bThemledriver had stopped, and the Egyptiarnirezgys were gathered

around, smoking as al Wheyjsstwargto buiidghe bridjeat t he f
that had been agreed to.

They stopped the bridge. coul dndét beli eve that the Egypti
arenoét Jelhsistérrible o wed.l | t akealtarteheyfodrtdadettin
shaklke&cause pile drifveaash,hg op riidoloaobr yo osohmok i ng
l'ittle bit but you know, with thelfolks | yin
coul dnodtT e yanatogeeat expense and begun construction on this

ridiculously expensive bridge to go across, and then they simply agreed to give it up.

That was our position; fAThi sAndtlserfkgyptang,oi ng t o
instead of telingustolal go jump off a bridge, said iOK,
with anot her pl &hboutfths timehhewfinisheu the ridge dcioss the

Nile, which was a big part of the project, because the traffic out to Giza where the

pyramids are,lang the Giza road out of town, was among the worst in Egypen

Hillary Clinton came to visit, the First Lady, she and her daughter Chelsea, we took them

by helicopter rather than drive them along the rdadrible roadBut they finished this

bridgewhich was going to allow people who worked in Giza and lived in Maadi to cut an

hour off their commuteAnd then it was going to allow the developments that they were

building in the western desert, including new schools, a golf course | used to play on;

USAID had opened new office out the@ther companies were lookinghis was going

to be the new development as Cairo spread to the south and to tRedagiu had this

one mile of road lessthanamiléet hat wasnodét done.

Know how they solved itA genius Egyptian engineérthis man to me is a herble

sai d, ALook, wh aXhatifwe simgly bbrythelbadiesadedpésthan®
problemWe 6 I I buil d a berm, wedll buedAd a r oa
therabbiscomback,di scuss it, and Nayp mMothaadwasal hat 61 |
very small Jewish community there, a couple of hundred, old fohesy were unhappy.

The road wasndédt going to cover the new part
of their relatves were buried and where they would be buried; that was seffdrate.

road was going to cover an ol deButthpyart wher e
were upset because the gravestones had maltkees OK to move the markerSo they

hadasectioi | 6d | ove to see it ,iwherethegpmtthiet f i ni s h e
markers of all the people who were buried under this giant lBuiit.a berm, built a

road ovewhy tdiadindéét s o me b o d(jaughteary nk of t hat ea

Q: Tellme.The ArabLeaguel can r emember |, going back to tl
t he Arab League had this fAWe cané6t deal with
| srael é0

KRAJESKI: The Arab boycotts.
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Q: I remember there was a case, they were putting IBM (InterndtiBuginess

Machines Corporation) under their interdict, because IBM had in those days punch cards
and they were producing punch cards in Isrdéley really getting ready to stop all
dealing with I BM, somebody fromrthe Egyp
mobilization plans are baseAndiatenteBtdaltp un c
was a very complicated problem.

KRAJESKI: Part of the Camp David agreement was a commitment by Egypt not to abide

by the boycottlt was difficult for the Egyptianto work this.The agreement with Jordan

was the samésradually we made it a point with all countries with whom we had any

kind of a military or economic, state-state financial arrangement that they could not

enforce the Arab League boycott if thegnted to do business with We would go

after them in courts and we were actually sanctioning and refusing to carry out an

agreement if an American company came tdtugsas called the boycott language; it

would be in a contract that an Arab countkelSaudi Arabia or the UAE would require

of an American company to do business in Sau
wi t h Me made that ibkegaAmerican companies could not have the boycott

language in their contracti$.hurt businesso some degree, but the boycott gradually
fadedawayTher eb6s tal k now of renewing it because
and Netanyahu in the Ar abl whbaoddt Krhew ewlse ttad
come back agairOf course, mostAta countries dondét do busi nes:
Most of the ones | 6ve worked with do a | ot o
not directly.

The boycott, that was one of the few things the Arab League did that had teeth in it.

Mostly it was a toothles organizationL i k e a asa nefleation éf Arab mis.

Everybody in the room has to agree before the Arab League can do andonego

have unanimous agreement among its members, that means usually what it agrees to has

no real meatet alone teeth. found my time at the Arab League to be deadeningly

boring most of the timd.had to go over there when they had their sessions, which they

did frequenttyThey | oved to talk there, |l 6d have to
listen tothe speeches and meet some of the delegates and do a reporting cable that

nobody in Washington read, | was sure, about what the Arab League was thinking and

doing.

Whenever Dennis Ross and Aaron Miller came, they had to go meet the head of the Arab
League, tooThere were four musios whenever they came ifhey had to do Moussa,

the foreign minister, of courgeand they wanted to do that, because he was quite
influential. Mubarak would always see them, and they really wanted to ddrtieat.they

had to see Abdédlleguid who was a former foreign minister and the head of the Arab
LeagueThe fourth was, they had a parliament which they sometimes had thege.

hated seeing Abdélleguid, who was a haseen.He was an influential foreign minister

when he was minister, but he was old and the head of the Arab Léagiehad to do

an hour, always an houbennis Ross and Miller would complain bitterly about dragging
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them over there, always get stuck in traffibe Arab League was right off of Tahrir
Square.l could walk over from the embassy, if | had to go for the sessions.

Last Arab League anecddtaone of them are very interestings Arafat. This is shortly

after Gazalericho was signed, and Arafat is being invited to be the principal spé¢aker a

the Arab League summiio youbve got al llhadaseatihtbteader s ¢ o m
diplomatic section of observers that was fairly close to the table,-aty)&lU-shaped

table, a dais where the speakers thilwas a hot day as often in Caitbwashot in the

chamber, and Arafat spoke for an hdde. could really go on and on and @md while

my Arabic is pretty good, | don ®ublical ways f ol
speaking is an art form, you have to speak a more formal style of Analbigyou would

normallytalk And | i ke you, | was | ulgdtbacktodhet i ng t o ¢
embassy | ater that afternoon, | O0m wWeiting my

had a wonderful crowd of political FSNs, very smart people whtdaeally get out into

the community i madgveatyinsights.eentcdown bnd sh@ tvgs so

lovely. She saw me as | came into their suite of offices and she just started la&dt@ng.

said ACome quick, 0 and thkélekwaw theybBgept
show it again, o6 and they show Arafat speak
you know where they stoppetihe American{Laughter)

Q: There you are.

KRAJESKIIWe had video recorders, magube my FSNé |
completelyTher eés no questi on, |l 6m snoring, flies
But that describes what the Arab League wasikh.ey 6ve done 3%heme good
Iragi invasion of Kuwait, Mubarak had tried to mobilize the Arab League in8spriag

Saddam Hussein into backing off through negotiatioemember one time Baker said,

AOK | et If He¢himks deocanido it, it would be great if the Arabs could solve

this themsel vespDi dno6wdhanSyrik éxplodeohe201,ithEi ¢ . 0

Arab League really fell apaithe GCC (Gulf Cooperation Council) became the effective

interAr ab organi zation, much to the Egyptians®o

Q:DidyoufindthatEgyptl 6 m t al ki ng about itgdtenytiingy pti an g
from its geat community of doctors, lawyers, engineers, throughout the Gulf States and
elsewhere?

KRAJESKIEEI t 6 s amazi ng how immaqisyYerAenig, bven Gulf have met
ArabsTher e arendt so many in Bahrain or the UA
teacherswho when they got their engineering degree there were Egyptian professors at

Baghdad UniversityOr they went to Cairo University, which was considered one of the

best.One of the things that Nasser did, then Sadat, Mubarak to a lesser extent, continued

was this real diminution of the professional middle class.e y di d n 6Theyt r ust t he
considered that tlyewere aserious political threat, opposition coming out of that liberal

middle class educated communiBne of the reasons many of them had lefjddeach
elsewheravasbecause of policies on land ownership, on advancement in Egyptian

institutions being based on party loyalties than on abilities or experience, education.
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sense that the Egyptians were conflicted about@mnsone hand they werequd of this
contingent of Egyptians who were educating the Arab wéihdexaggeration, Egyptians

are wont to exaggeratt.then t hey were unhappy, frustrated
work in their own countryThey saw their own university suffering, thegw their
hospital care decliningi We need these people here, why ar

people back to work in Egypt?o0

That was part of that whole development program | was talking about, opening up the
economy so you could attract Egyptian bussnesn and build a private econontywas
starting; it drememberadblghosptal was leemg builtvghen.l was
there, it would be one of the first private hospitals, with doctors who had been trained in
Europe and the United States, wtamltbeen working abroad, to come back and staff this
private hospital called the Apoll@here was a real sense of frustration that went along
with this notionfi We 6 r e Egy pt i @ereducatedcVerylmodyuepsnds omies.
We | ead t heNosomush. wor |l d. o

Q: In medicine here in Washington and elsewhere, got a great many Middle Eastern
doctors.l just saw an eye doctor who had taken, when my Jewish doctor r&ired.
Yasmin Khan, is from Pakistafhis is so typical.

KRAJESKI:l t 6 s ogreatswehgth.h & s why this talk about i
stupid and foolish, misguided right no@ne of the huge strengths of our country is our

ability to continue to attract talented, ambitious people who want to come here and build

a business, becama doctorl t 6s a huge advantage that we ha
somehow we can shut it all off because theyo
rapists? What kind of stupidity is this?

Q: Wherebd you go next ?

KRAJESKI: After Egypt | went to Dubail spent my fourth year in Egypt, | shifted jobs

with Alan MisenheimerHe took over the external portfolio, and | took over the internal

for six monthsReally interesting, | really loved it.got to meet Muslim Brotherhood

guys, go down to some oftlees pl aces up i n the delta that I
went to schoold-or six monthsAnd then | did six months of Farsifound an Iranian

journalist who had fled Iran in the 198Qsiteri he had hung on for the revolution and

like many of his ducated middle class friends had actually supported the revolution and

the overthrow of the shah, but then found himself targeted by these new extremists

coming in.He had fled to Parigde then went to Cairo where he was going to run a Farsi
languageadio stationNews, kind of a VOA (Voice of America) thing, that would be
beamedintolranT he st ati on f ai Heerhde his living writiogfors ur e why .
Deutsche Welle, doing the Farsi program for Deutsche Welle, and teadkimgs the
bestlangage instructor | 6ve ever had.

We did one on one tutoring in Farsi for six montVashington wanted me to come back

for a whole year of FarsMy daughter, it was her senior year in high school, and | said
ANoO, | calnbldlo dada diex emao ntahnsd otfh einn e x mont hs
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embassy was very supportidncent Battle had come in, went on to be ambassador in

LebanonHe was the DCM, was very supportiée lives in Beirut now; Vince loves

Beirut, bought an apartment there comesback er e now an dSotdde n, I 6m 1
thesix months of internal worklamshid lived about 10 blocks from me in Maadi, so |

would get up on a beautiful morning and walk over to his apartment and we would drink

tea.His wife Faradi would make the most anmagthings to eat, she was an incredible

cook.lranian food is unbelievably good.e r y Me di t er r a ntevasmgreat. mi x ed w
For four hours a day we would talk, and then | would go home and studytamais. a

wonderful six months, | just loved ithe problem was, after about five months | foiind

Farsi is a much easier language for a Westerner to grasp than Arabitledo-a

European languagé.share roots with Slavic and German, and | knew these languages

and | could make all kinds of connemts with it.But it has a huge amount of Arabic in

it now the Persians wild/ say AN®utif no, t hat o
you know Arabic, you can tell which words ar
threeletter root systemlhe wads would be pronounced slightly differeand have a

slightly differentmeaningi sometimes a very nuanced, sometimes an embarrassing

difference in meanind.found that after four months, my brain could not keep Arabic

and Farsi separatewould get irto a taxi cab and as | would always do, start jabbering

away in what | thought was my Egyptian dialect with the taxi driver as we were going off
somewherelt was fourmonths into this training whemtaxi drive looked back at me

and st@ameheed ItaArabi? Farsi? Amrikii iwher e ar Areyopou fr om?
Arab?Are you PersianAre you American? cannot wunderstand a word
t h o u g h tWhathiw&adhdoihg.was just mixing them both

| went back to the PDAS (principal deputy assiskagtc r et ary) and said Al O
F a r isl ended up with a 2+/2 in Farsi at the end of the dagy also gave me a score

in Dari which upset me, particularly when they started recruiting for Afghanistan less

than 10 years later, it was like thererog record, 2/2 in Daril. guess Dari and Farsi are

very close togetheBut when | got to Dubai, my next assignment as cegsukral, |

focused on Arabid.decided the Persian speakers at the embassy, at the consulate, could

handle that part of the commity.1 61 | t al k to the I ranians and
who all spoke English; | want my Arabic for when | go up to Rashalimah and when |

go out to Sharjah and places where the Emir a
Dubai everybody spokeriglish.Dubai is Dubai, the biggest language in Dubai is Urdu

or Hindi, and Persian to&o | kept a little bit of it, but most of the Persian went away.

Deliberately, | deliberately pushed it to the sideu know, you always regret putting all

this timeinto a language, but when | got there | recognized what was impdviant.

position was FarsilesignatedNot anymoreNow of course they have a big Iranian

of fice in Dubai thatdés part of the consul ate

Q:OK, wel pitk thiw epdrdu go off to Dubai when?
KRAJESKI: 1997 to Dubai, left in 200Eour years in Cairo, four years in Dubai.

Q: Today is the Ztof April, 2016, with Tom Krajeski.om, where did we leave off?
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KRAJESKI: I had just finished six months sfudying Farsi in Cairo with an Iranian

journalist who had got stuck there after the revolutiame of the best language

i nstruct or sThehweheadee offea Dultaiavehere | was principle officer and
consulgeneral, my firsmanagement/leadership positiduy first and onlyi no sorry,

Bahrain was not a hardship post, my lastioney first norrhardship post in the Foreign

Service, Dubai in the United Arab Emiraté¢e have the embassy of course in Abu

Dhabi, and the consulate Dubai.l n 1997, Dubai was unli ke any
Stul donét know if youdve ever wandered by on

Q: I was the viceconsul in Dhahran and we covered them, | used to go down there.
KRAJESKI: It was probably nothing wheyou were there?
Q: Well, a couple of mud huts and a lot of trading activilinuggling.

KRAJESKI: In Dubai the two are often equated; trade is smuggling.l| | t el | you a
about that a little later omlearned a lot in Dubai about things | reaiigd not worked on

beforeand have6t d o ne muMohktly facusdedon sadey smeiggling,

commercial relations, oil.

Q:L et 09 yos waerthiere when?
KRAJESKI: 1997 to 2001, four years.
Q:697 when you got ther e,janavinthetarea?as t he si t uat

KRAJESKI: As far as the region goes, it was a fairly calm pefida tanker war, the

great Gulf War of the 1980s, Iran and Iraqg, was long over and both economies had

recovered fromitT he ef fects of Saddanhaslargemvasi on of
subsided lingering effects having to do with the sanctions regime in Irag and the

continued smuggling of Iraqi oil, something that we were very much interested in

stopping, something that the Emiratis especially the guys in Dubai and thernort

emirates by the way, as consgleneral, there were seven emirates, and | had six of

them.

Q: Abu Dhabi, Sharjah, Ras-#d h ai ma h é

KRAJESKI: Ajman, Fujairah, and my favorite one, Umm@lwain.Umm atQuwain

had maybe 20,000 people in it; it wasytistuck in between Ajman and Sharjdhe

largest emirate was Abu Dhabi, and the wealthiest by far becausedlodli is the

secondargest in land size, and certainly the second in population, maybe even the first in
population now, in those days iaw secondEach of the emirates is a little bit different.

The Emirates as you know i s a[Decembartl974el v new
when they formed.

Q: When | was there it was the Trucial States under British protectorate.
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KRAJESKI: Right. Interestingly, when the Emirates formed, Bahrain, Qatar, and Oman

were also offered membership in the United Arab Emirdtesse three turned it down,

Oman very quicklyBut Qatar and Bahrain apparently considered it for some time but as

you know fom your timetheréi t hasndt chianged addr yabmwdh t he
families.Nobody liked the AlThani in Qatar, and the AT h a n i didndét | i ke any

Q: In the Trucial States as | recall, it was usually sons or nephews murdered their fathers
or uncles é

KRAJESKIWe |l | , 1t wasnodot always quite that viole
There were a couple of palace coups, including one not so long before | got there, in

Sharjah in which the Dubai crown prince MohammadRashid, who is now theiler of

Dubai and the prime minister of the UAE, he backed I think it was the uncle of the

currentemirMy point is, even in 097 the emirates
independent of each othétrwas very much like the relationship between Masssetis

and Pennsylvania in 1780here was a connection; they considered themselves part of

this new confederatioBut there was a lot of jostling for position, a lot of jealousies.

And you throw onto that the families, because each of the emiratesddogub separate

family. Some of them related; the Qasimis in Sharjah and in Fujairah for example have a
relationshipBut the Maktoums in Dubai and the Al Nahyans in Abu Dhabi were sworn

enemies for generationBhey fought against each othBiot huge was, you know what

they were likeSomebody would kidnap somebody, somebody would be killed over

water rights or smuggling rights; theredd be
reach an agreemel@o mebody woul d marry soanegpgatondy 6 S Cc 0O U:
things upBut up until the time | got theiiel was quite surprised by thisDubai had an

independent army that answered only to the ruler of Dubai, not to Abu Oieglyi did

not allow UAE military into Dubai without special permissidinerewas a tiny navy

contingent at Abu DhabWhen | left in 2001, Dubai had dissolved its defense force into

the UAE armyThey had established an air force base which soon would have American

F-16s in it, just outside the city of Dub&ind the navy presenad Port Jebel Ali had

grown.In the course of those four years and certainly since, Abu Dhabi and Dubai have a

much closer relationship.

| had to drive from Dubai to Abu Dhabi once a week for the country team meeting.
Ambassador Ted Kattouf insisted thabme down.

Q: linterviewed Ted.

KRAJESKI: Ted and | had a complex relationshijd insisted | come down every

Sunday for the country team meeting, which | dide drive used to take about two or
three hours, depending on the traffic and on whethaot you got stopped at the border
point. There was a border point between Abu Dhabi and Dubai manned by customs and
border officials.There were speed bumps in the road so you had to slow down as you
went by; they rarely stopped anybody and it disapgggeahile | was there and they built

this enormous stkane divided highway and nowadays people whizz by at 100 miles per
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hour, they drive fasiWe had a close relationship with Abu Dhabi and | would say we

had a closer, differerguality relationship witlDubai.Part of the balancing act | had as
consulgeneral was both working for my ambassador and working for Washington as his

deputy in Dubai, but also in placating the Dubaites that we also treated them ¥jecial.
didndét treat t he rabialwould nedeehaveisaddhss, botfwas\b u D
ambassadorto Dubaifi| 6 m y o ur maheyrarely wantedte deal with the
ambassador in Abu Dhabi which kind of ticked
being an @i ndeAncthedIldadtall the pther emirates tbtiave great

stories of the other emirates that | will someday wtiteras the last days of the old
emirsthereYou wer e there almost in theawasalyday of
fading.

Q: The big issusvhen | was there was the Buraimi oasis, which the Saudis were claiming
and I dm not sure whoé

KRAJESKI: It was Abu DhabiThey only resolved that when |
they finally drew the border lindhe Abu Dhabians used to have farms oveotss,

sucking the water out at an alarming rate, they really depleted the aquifer tremendously.
They grew fruit and vegetables in the desert in order to lay claim to thisMignd.
commercial officer, a really good guy hamed David Rundell, took me ot timee He

was the commercial officer in Dubai and there was a big commercial office in Abu
Dhabi.We went down to see these farfley were growing tomatoes that were as big

as pumpkins, and they were inediblthey had fertilizers or pesticides onitineso ne

one would buy thenThey would grow them, load them into trucks, take them into the
desert and bury themll to claim the oasis and its watdrhey finally did resolve it; oil

was involved, too.

It was kind of fascinating to get there and thistfthing you had to understand was this
relationship between and among the familidse family for example, the sheikh in
Sharjah, Sheikh Sultan bMohammad alQasimi, he was very close to the Saudis.
Because his emirate was not as wealthy as Dubairtaicly as Abu Dhalii everybody
was dependent on Abu Dhabi for money, even L
then; they have since taken midtilions from themHe had a close relationship with the
Saudis in order to maintain some independera@ fAbu Dhabi, so they sent a lot of
money his way and in retuinit was a very dry state, the mosques had a lot of Wahhabis
in them, it was a conservative plattevas spitting distance, it was like Arlington to
Washington DCT h er e wa s n 6éntham, it was l&e Arlibgeon te Ealls
Church.Because the housing prices were so low in Sharjah compared to Dubai, a lot of

folks |ived in Sharjah (theydébve got very nic
worked. Ajman was kind of like GeorgetowumWashington, DCT her ed6s no bor der
marking it, you literally walk across the dry streasnh ey wer en o6t fromeal |y st

Wahhabi Sharjah to Ajman to the liquor store run by a bunch of Indians in Aliweas

50 yards away to buy booze if you lived$harjahDubai of course was wide open, the

sheikh in Dubai, Mohammed bRas hi d, tol d me when | first a
Inc., and | am the CEO (chief executive officéf)ou j ust wat ch what | 6m
with ties haidt y .no fice, the magoy af Dubas, a wefy large room with
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a panorama of Dubarhey would light the first section of it and there would be the mud
huts you were talking about, along the creek, with the wind towers and the smuggling
dhows, smuggling pearls and sihand diving for pearls.

Q: When | came there, the dhows were either sailing at high tide or were beached; dhows
were built to be beached.

KRAJESKI: When were you there?
Qlt would be 658 to 660.

KRAJESKI: It was sometime around then that the Kuwaitisested the first of their oil
money- the Kuwaitis have had a close relationship withb&iti in dredging the creek, to
prevent thisThey dredged a much deeper channel and then they built Port Rashid which
was a modern port, right at the mouth of thee&.This might have been the early 1960s.

| know it was the Kuwaitis who did it, flush with the oil cash of their oil bodhey

dredged the creek and built the first modern pidrat was really the start of commercial
Dubai.They became not just a pkand gold hub, but aentrep6for Iran, for Iraq, for

Saudi Arabia, even for Abu Dhafiihey had an open customs system, it was very much
on world standard§.hey established a fairly high standard of care for the ships coming

in. They offered good priceThe i nsurance companies came i n
pl ace t o dheyverugickiyyd 64 .10 say | ati begah8eBetsAli, ear |l y
which is still today the largest port between Singapore and Rottetdamm not sur e i f

Jeddali t h e anetldes one that sort of competes with it for size.

They had a knack for business that stunnedviellammed birRashid had a vision for

how he was going to build this pladespent a lot of time withhilNow of cour se hej
king of the world.In those dys, he was still trying to make it and he wanted the United

States as his commercial partn&long with the usual security and oil interests, we had

great commercial interests that were growing in Dalpaiin the United Arab Emirates.

Those were the péars of our relationship with the UAEmilitary security, oil, and
commerce/business.n t he Mi ddl e East you donét get mu¢
commercial sidel. think Jeddah always had a reputation for being a commercial center in
Saudi.Butboy,Dubai st ol e iBahhartadisn&shebawomg met aphor
East, but they literally stole the business out from under Bahrain, which up until then had

been the busiest commercial capital.

He[Sheik Mohameds ai d t o me, @l théaatywMy firstig Singapord,e | s f or
and thatoés all about ports anrHéwasvenysiect ce and
on corruption when | was thereke every place, a certain amount of corruption was

tolerated, including in the United Statesfgherica.But boy, if you overdid it and it was

for selfish reasons, Mohammed HRashid would come crashing down on y¥w u 6 d

find yourself out of work, youdbéd find yourse
from a camel stick across your ba¥to u 6 d b e publig gllypvehiehdof course in

that part of the world is huge.

133



Q: This is about the Persian Gulf.

KRAJESKI: The Arabian Gulf, Khalij eArabi.l f youdre on that side o
one of two thingsEither call it the ArabianGuifour cart ographers all s
Persi aNoGuté. bhe Saudis and the Emiratis and
the Arabian Gulf.

Q:When | was there they were pushing the Aral
vocabulary.

KRAJESKILi ke true di pl omats, we simply hedged o
Gul fo, to which some would smile dtbdus and s
say, ANaah, you know what | mean. o0

Mohammed birRas hi d sai d, AMy modeémrisamddusiBessrgapor e
and fair and H emch Brithatgpartokthe wonle was wnusual, but he

was very strictHis customs guys were wehained and welpaid and if they took bribes

they ended up in jail with a few camel stick welts actheg back.That happened once

or twice because there aredof temptations in that part of the world, | guess

everywhere.

His other model was Las Vegdde city in the deserGlitz, steel, glass, tourisrhle

brought in the golf and tennis tournamemgerything' they were mad forhe Guinness

Book of Recordsvhen | was therelhey would take every opportunity to have the largest
cake, the worl ddés | argest s ofilaanythingiteey wor | do s
could do to get into th€uinnes Book of RecordsT hey bui lt t he worl dés
after my time therede was all about pushing that envelope.

Q: Where would they have a golf course?

KRAJESKI: They have about 10 of them out there névhen | was there, the Emirates

Golf Clubhad two eighteensoniL.hey wer e designed by PGA (Proc
Association) professional$hey had the European tour come into Dubai once a year for

the Desert Classic in Februahywas like Palm Beach or Arizona, you think of the golf

courss t here, you fly over and itdos all desert
the middle of the deseithey got the water two way®ne was the aquifer, although the

aquifer had been pretty much drained and was bfing.second way was through

distilled sea watefThey had an enormous desalination plant at Jebel Ali which produced

all of the drinking water for the UAE, the bottled watéfe all got our bottled water
fromthereThey had excess, they pr odhecongaptios o much
was to dump it back into the sea, which is bad because it lipgatiscould dump only a

certain amount because of salinithey had a huge aluminum plant; aluminum

manufacturing requires huge amounts of water and electf¢igy could produce

d ectricity because of t hS®coovertinggoordeawates, s o e
to fresh water is cheapaking aluminum they shipped bauxite in from Australia and

theydd run t he al ActmsllyaliiBahramshave got bigaglumiBumb a i
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plants, the Saudis have big aluminum plaktajor producersThe excess water would
go to irrigate the golf courses and the paAtsu Dhabi is now one of the greenest cities
in the world, not just in the GulSo many trees.

What happenswhenr an deci des theyodre going to take
happens®hat happens to those desal plamt€?6s real |l y easy to shut

all you have to do is tow a barge of crude oil over the intake valves and durhe it.

desal phnt shuts down immediately, or else you lose the desal filaappened in

Sharjah when Iwas theret wasnot deli berate; smuggled I
barges were in bad shape and they always filled them to the brim with smuggled Iraqi
dieseloi i n 0698, andTippedoweraright reear thaimtakesval\d@eym .

had to shut down the intake valve near Shaflarjah had three days of water; that was
their water supplyThey ended up shipping water up from Dubai to drifiley had to
turn off the taps.

The third wayi and now this probably produces more water for things like golf courses

andparkst hat 0 s Rreeccgydliendy. water was still consi de
i n 69Fe o @98 .di dn & it wasfaom yaur toiket, itwasesewageRecently

there havdseen recycling plants they were building out in the deSkgy used

enormous amounts of water because of the hotels and taduiesissts take lots of

showers, they dondt c o nliglesignsénthe to@ms thatsap wel s ev
AUse your tSotheyilvese peoduairigenornous amounts of gray water from

showers and sinks, and sewalgemember this British guy coming to the sewage plant,

we had tours of the sewage plant, sheiks whenetthis modern plant the Brits had

designedT her eds the scene at the end of i1it, the
glass of it And | thought the Emirati sitting next to me would throw up, he looked

physically ill that this man would drink hwater.l believe that attitude has changed

now, and i f theyobére not drinking it, theyore
gol f courses, and theyore probably wusing it
Q: I had a cousin who used $ay that drinking water here in Washington has probably

been flushed at least three times.

KRAJESKI:Have anotherdrinkAl | t he at mosphere, everything

Q: Talking about living thereThe prices must have been tremendous.

KRAJESKI: 1 t wa s lhwias exgemsige.to live there, we had a cost of living

allowance to helprhere was plentiful food and groceriest wasndét t oo expens
basicsRestaurants, there were a range from cheap to incredibly expdhgavgthing

from mid-town Manhattan to baektreet Washingtoml. hat 6 s an ol d compari s
Washingtori you used to go up to U Street and get really cheap plaigesany great

city in the world, you could find expensive ones, and good cheapldoesing prices

were high, btithey were building at such an astonishing rsté¢hose days, the

population of Dubai was about 900,00hink it bumped over a million. t 6 s now over
two million. He [Sheik Mohamed bi#Rashidwas ant i ci pating thi s; A W
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doublethgpopul ati on and tri pl e Atdiheedidt.Buytsat c al ar ea
meant there were constantly nice housing complexes coming on the rBarkeices

werenot bad i f yrteestingenotéewhénhmy wie wentegavisit; weg .

werein Cairo and she went on a school trip (she was a teacher) to Dubai for a sports

tournament | thinkShe spent a day with my predecessor, a guy named David Pearce,

whoods currentl y o uHetoekindr austs dindeo and was shéwingpie n s .
[Dubd]t o her and she said, AJeeAndD&vasaidd, wher e
Al n t hifs yooaur .woeer e poor, Vyoulfyeweekmitt,adl | owed
course you wereno6t poor.

Emiratis had guaranteed health care, education, housirygu got married to another

Emirati, you got land and a houskyou married somebody else, there was a lot of
negotiationSome people were independently wealthy, but this is from the government.

And you got a job if you wanted a jobhat was about@% of the population of Dubai.

The other 90% all had to work, and came from somewhereTéieggreat majority of

them Iranian and Pakistani; there were more Pakistanis than IrafiienBakistanis

would run the range from unskilled laborers living indabamps in the desert and

building buildings, to very wealthy businessménvnership was difficult for a foreigner

thend t 6s now t hr ouig9d yearéeasesandothes thidighay easa now

own property pretty muclBut if you got sick ifyou wer e say managing a

Filipinos ran the Pizza Huts; it was interesting how the national groups would have
certain sectors of the econonfylipinos ran the Pizza Huts and Kentucky Fried Chickens
and Mc Dbafwhicldtbese were manyhe ihdians were, kind of like the raj days,
were the clerks and middle managers; every company had Indian managers, sometimes
the chief manager would be Indian as welien there would be above that the

Canadians, Australians, South Africans, Americans, aitd iBbig contingent of Brit$

who would be running the compani&ery American company that you could name

that had an international aspect to it had an office in D@j#en it was its biggest office

in the regionNow it is; in 1997 they were congrfrom Bahrain, out of Cairo, and just
forming.So you had this atmosphere of nBuki ng mon
with that the Las Vegas atmosphere with the huge golf tournainégtst to meet Tiger
Woods, to meet Colin Montgomery (if you plaglfj these are big names), Ernie Els,

they all came to play golf ther&€iger Woods got paid $2 million just to show up and

play. He almost won the tournament which would have been another $1 million, he was
really pissed off that he lost on the last hol&rnie Els | think; maybe it wgghomas]

Bjorn, the DaneThe tennis tournament attracted the best tennis players in the iworld.
was always a lovely event.

One of the advantages of being corgaiheral was you got good ticketslways paid

for them but you got really good seatvery nighti some nights we were going out to
two or three events receptions and dinners and tournaments, American company
openingslt was a part of the Foreign Service | had never done before, the promotion of
AmericanbusinessAnd it was really funl played golf with the CEO of General Motors.

| was a member of the American business couBaiiness, business, business.
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Q: I would think between Dubai and Abu Dhabi there would be a lot of competition?

KRAJESKLInNt hose days, 697, in the commerci al S
Abu Dhabi.The Dubaites considered the Abu Dhabians, who they called the Abu

Dumdums, to be not real smart, rufBhe Beverly Hillbilliesiof t en t heyd6d been
educated in the United Séat if they knew the United States they called thieah i O h

they were just a Bedouin tribe grazing their camels and they saw this black stuff coming

out of the ground and said, ODkigably, whate
gross underastementBut t h er e 6 $he Abu Bhalbiahnsedid eat thirek business

was something a sheikh should @bey looked down on the Dubaites because they

muddied their hands in filthy lucre and commerce.

Q: Like the British.

KRAJESKI: The Abu Dhabians are much closer to the Brits than the Dubaites were.

There was a great deal of jealousy on both sides, because the Abu Dhabians had all this
money, just billions of dollars invested the
a barrel, had plummeddrom $40 a barrelt was a huge crisis, just like today seeing the

price cut by halfOne of our first tasks ithe UAE out of Washingtoii one of the nice

things by the way of beingconsgle ner al , Washington doesndét t a
embassy,sb never had fol ks harassi dwgouldgetitsayi ng ¥
fromthe embassy. r emember there was a fiHow is this

going to af f ectUnenpleymens &crhatovasradigigsdedn Saudi.
Anyway, itwas a blip because they had invested billions in ADIA, the Abu Dhabi
Investment AuthorityThey made more money from their investments than they did from
oil. They owned office buildings in Phoenix, they owned farms in Germany, they owned
ports in KoreaThey put their money everywher&nd they had their own ports

generating money.remember a banker friend of mine in Dubai had a project in Dubai
he was trying to financéde was going around to different banks and individuals, saying

Al nvest ¢cn, ohas$poojmillion dHevelopgmerntd t@so]js
frustrating going to Abu Dhabi where they have money literally falling out of their

wi ndows and pockets, lanwadg hwiyt Id otnhbits wamd d wy
guaranteeyoa 1 0% return in the first year and we
Who woul dnét take an invedst mensaitdat hgyasant
enough money, | 6m not interested in more mon

That changed while | was therditle bit, because the sheikh in Abu Dhabi, Sheikh
Zayed who was in his 80s and dying, embraced Mohamma&hshid, with whom they
had formed the United Arab Emirates in 1972 | tHibkcember 1971When Rashid

died, Mohammad bHRashid as oftehappens in these societies becaragsd 6 s s o n , and
he call ed edhd smsBaghaf. 4 aly t o t he ot her of the N
knows business. nst ead of investing in PhSatt x, Ari z

of Abu Dhabi money started t@me in.Abu Dhabi itself has become really huge capital,
lots of hotels and different attractions, competing with Dubaiit was business.
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The second part of being in Dubai was the Navy, it was the first time | worked really
closely withthe US.Navan or gani zati on tCialthéserviceg al |
theydore my favorite, partly because | d
Bahrain in my last toutebel Ali was the only port in the Gulf where a carrier could
comeupquagideand dr op i ts vAhdahe saloesrcould jusbwalk offal | e d .
go into town.The town was very welcoming, they had movie theaters and restaurants.

Liquor, girls.The | ast t woé

y rer
eal t

Q:Wheredd they get the girls?

KRAJESKI: All over the placeMostly Russians, UkrainianRemember, this is 1997;

the Russians were roaring into Dubai literally with bags full of mohlegd to buy a car

when | first arrived there, and | wantedto buya Fofkdd6 m t he A meenera,ban cons.t
| 6m goi ng t oriveanAmericahcat ddéandesdert , | wanted t
the desert a little bit, so | bought a Ford ExploBg. four-wheeldrive truck.l went to

the Ford dealer and like you always do you look at the sticker price, you talk to them, you

kick thetresYou say, fAOK whaAbd heusabestinohded® om
of fersai d, ANo,itrma, 6rs0,t haWhsexdriecrkaeare pwei?ce .

He said, A@ANo, n o, ,Tomproow a Russiadwill come thand gwalln d .

have $400,000in$O0 bi l Il s in gym bags, and hedl |l put
want 10 Ford Mustangs and 10 Ford EBndpl orer soé
heéll say, 061 want them delivered to the por

R u s s Thay were nutsThis was all the oligarchs cashing in on the collapse of the

Soviet Union.In addition to that, you would haveiinand | knew the head of the airport

very well, he runs Emirates (Air), Sheikh Ahmed, and he was also the manager of Dubai
International Airport, which was doubling in siz&new him well because Bechtel had

the contract to build that big terminal, and we had other American companies out there.

And he wanted to buy Boeings, and he had Boeing and Airbus always in histéféice.d

have the British constgeneral in one day and me in the next day, lots ofAtithe

airport once, | was sitting out there with Sheikh Ahmed, and he was really involved in the

airporti heloveditAnd he said, ALook as$Russian, sotapl ane oV
Antonov, one of these converted bombers to passenger dlabeg.e f | own on t hem
anllyushinTher eds about 250 pedthibwaslmeforethénew and you
terminal had been built, so people would get off on a gangjweayinto a busie were

looking out his window, and out of the bus is just woman after woman after woman;

young, blond, nicéooking woman afterwomal. hey 6r e carryiBags bags wi
about this big, round, just very simple looking gym bags.

Q: Like duffel bags.

KRAJESKI: Yeah, duffel bagdde s ai d, AThose bagsThare stuf fe
women wi | | have a |list of thinlgentyMiway have t
washersThirty-five Sanyo VCRsOne Ford Mustangl h ey 6 | Isth,aveenda tlhhey 61 |
have the money in the bag from their sponsors in Moscow tollngy. get a onenonth

visa to stay in Dubailhey stay in one of the twothree, four-stars, sometimes the five
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star hotels depending on the class of trédde.d t h e yhé totel fowaormokth and

make their own money, and then theyoll take
So theyoll h a v e Than apnonthtlater anbig drfitondv fresghtér with t .
come in; theyol]l | oad a backtaMosowgondewksbodynt o it

makes tons of money. 0
And Shei k Ahmed | ooked a(taughter) and sai d, MnNEspe

Smuggling, | talked about smuggling.those days we were trying to stop smuggling of

Iragi diesel oil.lt would be produced in theiefineries in Basra and thérdiesel oil was

very close to crude, it was one step away from crBdeit was the first burnable oil you

can use, as Volkswagen did, burning diebe sanctions were very strict; you could not

purchase Iragi oil product¥ou could not deal in it at all; it all had to be done in the UN

program, in which t money went for food the Oilfor-Food Programme of the 1990s

that was set up under the sanctions regime after the Kuwail ey .were breaking

down.There would behese rogue oilers, tankérsmall ones would go up to Basra,

fill up with Iraqi diesel oil.If you know the contours of the land, you can skirt the

southern border of Iran without going into international watets. ships, our Navy ships

were out ther lurking, and if they went into international waters, we could stop them.
ASmuggled I raqi oil, webre confiscating the
blah.You only had to be in international waters for like 100 yafti®n you go to the

Iranian coast, stop at one of the ports in Ifaiher offload the oil into another ship, or

for a price the I ranians would givEenyou t he
you wouldi it was an hour or two from Iranian waters.t¢Consults mps)Y ou 6 d ¢ o me

in at Basra up here, which is where the refineriesTatee n youdd skip right
youbdbd have to goiindosnteahbyi bnabdclwateus sali
a U.S. small Navy ship that the Iranians took becausewkayintolranianwaters here.

Then you scooted along in through here, and somewhere around here you could do the

paper or ship switch, then you went bang across to Dubai, to Ajman where the pirates

were bigOrtoRasaKhai mah, but t poed.ltpvasrAimanaadsDouliat v er y
and sell your diesel oil.

One of my first jobs, the first demarche | ever delivered as a diplomat was a set of talking

points to Sheikh Mohammed bRashid that he had to stop this trade, that Dubai was one

of the points okale of the smuggled oit was illegal under international law, under the

UN sanctions regime, and he was responsible for stoppiAgsibil minister was this old

British guy, Michael Barkley, one of the old British generals who still survidedook

me out afterwards, and | thought he was going to beatnmté¢epd s a i leiwgs guy

old, and | was youngeBut he was really pissed off at me, that | had treated the sheikh

with such disrespecthe sheikh could have cared less because the sheikh ing2@o

doitanywayHe sai d, dAlAmMd Il rsaaii®Herhadochdaings® not . 0
learned a lot of thing. 6 m sure you know this from your d:é
gasoline here and determine where the oil to produce the gasoline cam¥dtoocan

tell AThat 6s Ni ger Sawe could tell, thifwalnaqgi diMei s o | fie
analyzed itl would bring these little vials the State Department gave me these little
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vials, little test tubes with a cork in it filled with Iraqgi diestiat | could bring around
with me and demonstraté/e had chemists that could show it.

After that | went to see the head of cust oms
going to stop this tradénd | put the vials on his deskKirst he took ota big box of

Cuban cigars and asked if | wanted dih@ughter)Then he had a big bag of Iranian
pistachios, which I 6m told are the best pi st
itemsformeHe put them on theresantd far dndod@ T hTemi
the box of Cubans is probably a $500 box of cigars, and in those days | smoked cigars.

And he said, fASolten Il om&ki algoatt tthireeoiflordi dc
in front of me, andComheawitenai dowimHe¢oe dhdér emyp | o o ip
port you may have seen along the creek, the old dhow trading pest.had done a great

job of rebuilding it in 19971t was kind of a tourist attraction, but it was also still an

active port for the dhows that went acréresn Dubai up to IranThey would go to

Pakistan, to Kuwait, elsewheiBut everybody knew their main customers were in Iran.

He said, AHerlkdsktWwhat bh gb sl hpHwetdtsi npgu totni ntgh eo nd
Marlborough cigarettedohnny Walkei greenlabel, not quite as expensive as blue

| abel, but way above bl ack | abeAhdPampersi t 6s go
diapers these lift vans filled with baby diapers, all being loaded onto his dAad he

[the customs directo§d ai d, rfeT oymo,u aseri ously going to tel
smugglingZAr e you seriously going to tell wus that
He said, @ALook, yidhisisnhe leedd otcostomswhefell®uta n d 0

favor, got involved in a scam withe Pakistanis a year later, ended up with camel welts

on his back and firedde s ai d, bdiWélcorse to DsibaiBene inDubai we

have smuggling and illegal smugglir§muggling is traddllegal smuggling is drugs,

weapons, and peopl€.HA T  werlowith you side by side to stophe rest of this?

ltds just business. 0

Anyway, the other thing in Dubai was the NaW¥fe ships would come into Jebel Al
regularly. We could have 7000 sailors on the streets of Dubai on a Saturdajqitiht.
(Naval Ciminal Investigative Service) was busy, although | was always amazed at how
well behaved these kids werend they are kids; the average age on an aircraft carrier
was 20, when | was ther&nd there were 5000 people on an aircraft carfidugh

theywod dnét al | ArdrNEIS had a dedNCI8 waonld go out to the ship
as it was coming iin | had four NCIS officers who worked at the consulate with me;
theydre not at all |l i ke the television show
televisi on show but i1 tdds not hi nTheyilauld#youttoe NCI S |

the carrier on a helicopter, come in with the pilot, and they would have meetings with all

the shipbs company and say basi cayolou, AYou g
ofjail.But youol I come back on the ship and you
back t o Ev el the tivonmin poNsoof chllddr ¢amiers coming back here,

home portsAnd the captain and the admiral and the execs woulaédhdre, saying

ALI st en IfyoudetrairestedgniDuybai, you will not see Singapwial will not

see Pertho (and they Iliowhead 6RBRertthh)s; om¥ou nwil It |
were going through the Atlantic on the way home, thereavase é
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Q: Naples?
KRAJESKI: Might have been Naples?
THIRD PERSONSardinia?

KRAJESKI: Actually, it was Sardinia where the Navy would ca@lhese were apparently

fabulous liberty ports, where they had a good tiBwthey had a deal, they said to the

kids, fAlf youibebjese tileyocamdmkdri nk on sh
British navy thinks thatoés nuts thafl ft he Ame
your object is to get off the ship and get hammered and drink as muchsbemr

possibly can, 0 they set up what 1ltweeeay cal |l ed
huge ared two or three football fielddt had vendors, it had a Pizza Hut and an

amusement parlAnd it had lots of bars set up, all run by the USO (WhBervices

Organization), supervised by the USKhey had carpet dealers, knikkack dealers,

silverand gold dealer&én d t h ey tayaightthereWihleuns ty osudve had t oo
beers, your buddies will drag you up to the ship and put you to betl, ar@l t 6Butifc o o |

y ou go iinheyhadshutiienbaises, Jebel Ali was about 10 miles south of the

city, so they had shuttle buses going into the city all theitime f you go i nto t o\
gettwobeersThat @4 iyto.udr e a n alloved to stag/im a hotelhey wer e
had one sailorsdé club at the ol d Port Rashid

who rode around on Harldyavidsons all the time, they had a big Ha+[@gvidson club

there.And they were allowed to have a little more there because they had special

shuttles that would go from this bar back to the ship, and NCIS would beTherenly

problem they had was this was an international bar, and if a British ship was in port, the

Brits and Americans would be drinkihngo g et her and Ittheewaséd be a fi

French ship in port, the French and the Brit
a near warl f it was French, British, and Ameri can
down, we canothem vienSatheearetsdforsesell. o f t

For the Navy it was a hugely important pdrhey could get anything they wanted there,
they could restocklhey would get 5000 people, four meals a ddyey would go out

for two or three weeks, into the Gulfcaathen come back agaio imagine stocking the
galleys for 5000 people, four meals a dBlyey have the midnight mealusually sailors
had three meals a day, but i f youdre 20 year
eat four.They worked theibutts off, they worked 12 hour shiffBhe Gulf is 120

degreesl have been on the flight deck of a carrier, watching flight ops and thesk kids

I 61 | c a |7 lare antazangT hekdisaipbne, the hard workhey come into Dubai,

folks are havingfuland t hey 6r e Jhe providersnimgDubaioved sha W.$. .
Navyi what a great customeFwentythousand dozens of eggs, boom, delivered
tomorrow, no problemThey could get their most sophisticated machinery offloaded and
shipped out to béxed. F-18 enginesThey would do crew switches there, new crews
would fly in and have relief therdebel Ali was really important to the Navy, and the
Navy was important to Jebel Alt. was not their biggest customer by any means, but first
of all we were a good customer, and second we had lots of guns, and the sheikh said,

A

AThat 6s nYyo us egcuuyrsi tayr.e my s e Everytime ysawhim want yo
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hedd say, AnTel | me what the American busi nes
Navy wants. o0

Q: Right across the straits was Iradow did they live with IranTirst place, at least in
my time on Bahrain, there was terrible concern about too many Iranians illegally coming
in, tipping the balance-How are things going?

KRAJESKI: Of course, thiss postrevolution now Attitudes in the Gulf changed

dramatically, particularly after the mullahs decided they were going to export Shia

doctrine around the Arab worlBut in Dubai, like so many things in Dubai they had this

ability to have a bifurcatedittitude, whether it was smuggling or Ir#s | mentioned

earlier, of the million people approximately in Dubai in 1998, there were probably

250,000 who were Irania®ome of those (very few) may have gotten citizensbgme

of them had been there focauple of generations and were very well establisted

businessThe great majority of them still had very close ties to the mainlaaaian

businessmen flew into Dubai constantly on business.b a i continued to be
entrep6tsome folks calledit r andés Hlomgw&om@t anywhere near
relationship, but Dubai was very important as a trading entry and exit point for Iran.

Which caused us great difficulties because of our own sanchitwss.of our sanctions

on Iran were bilateral sations, not internationalVhile we forbid our companies from

doing business in Iran and we forbid the sale of Iranian carpets (until Madeleine Albright

decided she wanted one, we changed thélawh at 6 s not f air to Madel e
she really didvant a Persian carpet, and they did change the law), the Europeans and the

others were not as concerned aboufier t ai nl'y t he Dubaites weren:
legitimate busines§.hey di dndét trust or | ike the mull at

Q: Were the mullahs or feraélranian nationalism awash in your area?

KRAJESKI: No, no.l never saw any of that in Dubdi.it ever bubbled up, whoever was

responsible for the bubbling would be put on a boat and pushed across tHehénalf.

was zero tolerance for politicapposition, for any kind of populi$twhatever that

population might be, whether it was the laborer population from Bangladesh, the business
fromlranii f you didndét bring politics into busin

Q: Were you concerned with monitoring Iraninsiness?

KRAJESKI: We were, but even more so today, we were the window onThasis the

third leg of the stool of our reason for being in Dubai, and that was Iran watchads.

three fluent Farsi speakers on my sthffas supposed to be a Fapeaker too, but as |

mentioned | had decided Arabic was more important to my career and to my work in the

Emirates, so | focused on Arabic and pushed the Farsi &sdynentioned before, if

you do both of them, tFargigfankly easiesthan Arabicos el y c o
Anyway, | had AllenEyrei and if you happened to watch the last year of negotiations

with Iran over the nuclear neproliferation issues, Alleiyreis in the picture frequently.

He is an amazing linguigtle grew up like in Paghkeepsie, New YorlDi d ndét st art hi
Farsi until much later in life, but is absolutely native fluémdy have been his second
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assignment in Dubai, he was a visa offitéis main job was meeting and greeting the
Iranian populationMost of them came tous visa windowlt was easiests far as

logistics visa post for an Iranian who wanted to go to the United States, so we had a lot
of Iranians every day.

Q: What would we do with thos&Yere we giving visas?

KRAJESKI:Oh yes, we would issuevisdasl on 6t recall the percent acg
surprised if it was more than 50%anians in my experience are very savvy people, very
sophisticated particularly regarding government bureay@mad regulation. They started

it all with Darius, and they can cbtureaucratthe BrtSome body sai d thatoés
problem in places like Iraq, you had the old Persian bureaucrats, then the Ottomans came

in, then the Brits, sdn my experience they can quickly suss out what is necessary and

then decide whether theyrcarovide it, or fake itAnd so[there werel lot of the people

who made that trek and it was expensivé&irst you had to make an appointment well in

advance; we had an appointment system in which an Iranian in Tehran or wherever had

to, through email, t w a-fine, dad toset up an appointment for a day often a couple

of months in advance, to come to Dubai andyafip a visa.And [pay the]application

fee and an approval fekk.you got the visa, you had to pay more modey. you di dnodot ¢
thevi sa, you stil]l had t he dlpapaggravatet peopte. f ee, vy
lt0s quite expensive now, t hiSokhemdobtgof $150, ¢
our visa applicants were Iranidrhad Farsi speaking officert.was agreat opportunity

to talk to people who lived in IraklVe had foolishly cut diplomatic relations with Iran in

1980, only because they captured 45 of our diplomats and held them foramg@ar

half Whenever you break di pl admecisionc rel ations, I

Qlt struck me that of all the stupid things
a country and rip out your ambassador and di
KRAJESKI: You stop talking to thenThey do it to us sometimeo.But it ds easy t
do, and really hard to recoverfrom\WWe st i ||l dondét have relati ons:s
later.

Q: Were your visa officers sending out reports on conditions in Iran?

KRAJESKI:Oh yes, that d6s wlwygoftan wokadthetvitadma t her e.
and worked with the political officer who also spdkactually | had a second guy, spoke

fluent Farsi; fir st Wihthgcommudity thdt livedphere, theymuc h a't
generated contacts with the community with the visavreess. Plus just sitting with

somebody whods a merchant in Shiraz whose br
fiTehrangeles5a s t hey called it, and heds a surgeon

going to bring his sister for the delivery; a very commtory.But you could sit for 10
minutes with him and ask him, in Farsi, about life in Shivaery legitimate questionis

A Wiat is your businesdPow much money do you mak€an | see your bank accounts?
Have you traveled befordo many people in your camunity travelDoes you
government allow yoto travel to the United State§® you get in trouble if you leave
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ran?l f you c¢ o me Ofteayokcouldqustlask aght ®idiranians can be

quite outspoken, including in criticism of their goveemhl dondét know i f it 6s
more so now than in 1997, after their little Green Revolution a couple of years ago, |

think itds c l|Atonopteechi likeawaungavontam going to graduate

school in the United States, or going to seeshers t er , wMAwdysconpnore gnant .
theme, it was true in my family too, that first babsnoms came, aunts came, sisters

came, everybody came to help my wife deliver her first blbthe Arab world, the
Persian world, the mothéry ou al mogstur o thleda n@town for a visa
going to go help her daughter with the new baby.

So we would learn a lo¥We were called the windowonlradhow t her eds a bi g o

there, stildl part of the consulvawitethdout a sep
new consul ate maybel dmerydtves coenbh ew dma ity mf. ol
think itdéds around eight, l1Thatpwasabpidpartofin our | r

| met a lot of Iranians therdte Iranian food, including Iranigpistachios§ t hey o r e

terrific. | also bought the carpets, but only after it was allomdd.6 d go down t o t h.
I great carpets at the souks in Dubai, and the most beautiful carpets in my view were

PerssnWe 6d go and | ook at .tdleemwertemedn o aoy,bifMa,n
them, just forbidden to bring them to the United Stales.u | dn 6t | mport t hem |
US.So the dealer would say, ADonb6t worry, we
as Afghan or Paki stanButorl Tsuarikdi,s hi, T hwee 6cluls tfoinx
smarter than that, they can tell a Shiraz from an Isfahani, a Persian from a Turkish, they

c a n Bueil wlas while | was there that it became legal to import carpets, pistachios,

and caviarWe in turn were allowed teell agricultural goods to IrakVe had the

regional agricultural office in Dubadit opened thingsup.t di d n 0 tinfactpthever vy f ar
reason took my next job is | thought we were going to open an embassy in Tehran.

When | left Dubai in 2001, thgyersuaded me to be the deputy on the Iran/Iraq desk.

Q: Did you get involved in any of the shipping incidents, the Gulf of Hormuz and all that?

KRAJESKI: When | was there, théolewas attacked in Aden harbor and nearly sunk. It

was fascinating; you knothe dredges to float theole? There are only like six of these

ships in the world; theyore Norwegian built
to the damaged shifphey pull the damaged ship on it, and then they refloat this ecean

going barged bring it back to the United States to be repainetlich it was.Indeed, 10

years later | flew out from Aden port out to tBeleon its first run after it had been

repaired; the attack was 2000.0ne of these barges was always stationed in the Gulf

because of the enormous number of ships in the @Bldfhad everything that came

through Jebel Ali because of the shippihge port was amazing.hey coul dndét t ak
largest container ships in the world because they only had one channel into Jebel Ali

which they had to dredge all the timet was one way, it wasnot bi
monster container shipBut the smaller onésenormous ships, filled with containers.

Have you ever watched a container ship being unloa8lied?he containers put ontbd

port?The container ship stays there 10 hours maximum.6 s unl oaded, t hen i
The merchant men that | knew complained bitte
anything but the inside of the shifipfrofuor si x
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dondt have any pobrtheeoshcpllsndodot mbmgng, it
The captains make their money on how fast they get the containers off and back on again

and how fast they get back to sea agdie. b el Al i walsomputerizedini ant . | t ¢
advance they knew exactly which containers were on ship, which ones were coming off,
which ones on the dock are goingou 6ve seen the sliding crane

Another reason they value the U.S. Navy is because it keeptaite 8f Hormuz open.
There was a scare while we were thetke Iranians are constantly threatening mining,
and they did mine it in the 19804/hen they do that, the insurance companies tick up the
insurance rate for the freighters one or two percent,goes up from one or two percent

to four or five percent, which makes it much more expensive for that shipping company
to bring stuff into Dubai, so they would stay out of the Straits of Hormuz and go to
Salalah, to Aden although Aden was hopelesgent three years in Yemen trying to

make Aden an acceptable p@t. they were going up to Jeddah, which was increasingly
a more modern port, rather than go through the Straits of Hoffthaz happened once

when | was there, the rates went up and belieseaverybody stopsall action stopped,
while they worked with the insurance companidsyds of London is at the forefront of
this.Still.1 t s a Scotti sh guy wh o |fargesthetinbigdent;r r epr e s
it might have been th€olebomhing because suddenly everybody clamped ddvars

Scot, he was king of Dubdiike all Scots, scrupulously honest, but he could have made a
lot of money getting the rates back down again.

Q: Did you have any contact with Iranian diplomats, on the side?

KRAJESKI: There are very formal affairs, as there are around the world, some more

formal than otherdBut the Arabs loved the formality of diplomadhey were always

AYour excellency, o6 and dipl omat sfowhavee tr eat e
thenational daysThe national days, when | first started going, Fourth of July, every

country has a national dajhey have a huge party to celebrat&iags, anthems are

played, gifts are given, the host government has a guest who cuts the cake witth. a swo

All the consuls or all the ambassadors come and stand behind the cake, get our picture

taken.You eat and drink if you care to, though after a while you just want to geButut.

i t 6s v elnQubdi, our seatihg.was formalizekhey relished théact that the

Iranian consubeneral had come the day before, had arrived and introduced himself to

each of the sheikhs like a week or a day beforeSuen the pecking order, he was right

next to me, so they would always sit the Iranian guy next tcAme the newspaper guys

would come and take picturésd/e were allowed theihand remember, we tried to warm

to Iran.When Khatami was elected president in 1997 there was a sense that maybe we

can make progress with Irafilbright and Clinton had a plan fepening, and pistachios

and carpet were a part of We had a wrestling team go, wrestling matclses| was

all owed to say hel | o tloouldhtalkmaboutfioStlsathdnédim, how ar
698 the United States andtheyheadmdewdsagryed i n t he
happy about that.could ask him about their children, he could ask me about my

children.That was the extent of iAlso they would love to put the Libyan on the other

side of me, too, though that had nothing to do with #ekimg order, it was just to annoy

me.So | 6d have the Libyan aTheythouglegitwasteeni an on
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most fun to do thisBut otherwise | had no formal contact with Iranian diplomakere

were a lot of Iranian businessmen there akielw quite a few of them, including many

who lived in Iran and in DubaMy staff knew even more of therimevitably, there were

lots of Iranian intel guys as well, and we had (ahem) their equivalents with us, and there

was a great game, almostthe wagthRussi ans and we played ité

Q: Spy vs. spy.

KRAJESKI: No. Occasionally we would all become very wrapped up in a particular

operation that was going ohhere was visa fraud among the Iraniaiie had an Iranian

visa clerk working in the consulate Jovwely woman Farsi speaker obviously, probably

39 years old, three children, been there for eight yéauid we uncovered a fraud in my

second yeartherd.he way the process worked, and itods
there and i fiheyodeid, presenteah their doouments to the interview,

then all of the approved visas would be run through clearances and approved for printing.

At that point, there would be stacks of pass
] ob, t he joB todookiatcerery @application, match it to the passport, make sure

every visa was accurately printed, and that the application had been reviewed and

approved.Some consuls were la&ctually, it was a WAE (while actually employed) guy

we had in for thesummer, filling in while my regular consul was on home leave.d o n 6 t
think he was involved in it (hebisaclerlatfi Alhle end
t hese have beeAn dc hsehcekdedd ,s aryi,g MitThheey 6ve al | be
sayppf s Aeddll obthem would be approved. He did this a number of times, and

she noticed itShe started taking in applications and sort of approving her own visas for a

price for IraniansintowndVe doné6t think there was anything
terrorism, it was just basically monayaking.They were mostly men, probably 40 or 50

casesl wanted to throw her in jail; | felt very badly about tHigsvanted to go after the

consull wonét say his name, bDSddmeg conti nued t c
investigation, we had the whole works going on.

Q: WAE means fiwhen actual | ytmewokéroyed, 06 i n ot

KRAJESKI: Especially in consuldr for a good retired consular officer, they can get all

the work they want around the worNot always in pleasant placdsspecially in the

summer time while people are on leave, | know a number of my colleagues in the
consular cone who retired, go off for a month and take over a consular section or help out
somewhereThey like it a lot, get teee different place8&ut this particular guy?Psaw

him only recently, here on the grounds of FSI, about two years ago.

Anyway, the Iranian angle was very big in Dubai, and stilTiee American businessmen

| knew there were just champing at the lieyt were so anxious to do business in Iran.

They saw it as an enormous opporturitgrticularly the guys in the oil sector, of which

there were manAll the big oilfield companies, Schlumbergelalliburton, they were all

in Dubai and saw this enormougpmrtunity.Boeing was going nuts, they wanted to sell
planesto lranso badlfi Why are we | etting Airbus sell th
pl anlets ?2lbtooked | i ke in 1998, 699, it was goi

146



do it. The guys | usetb play golf with every week, they would just harangue Ty

would ask me things |ike, fAHow about i f my n
Tehran and Il édksagrodiwe?Pd whatiOl weul ooki nc
know, t he | aycasehishudinesswhiahnwvdsallégal] he worked for an
American companyl,6dhet eddulhdmét do it .

There was a big American community and they saw Iran and Irag as huge possibilities for
future marketsTheir biggest market had been Kuwait aftex tiberation of Kuwait,

because the Kuwaitis spent billions rebuildiBgsiness, the Navy, and Iran were the

three major parts of the job in Dubai.

Q: What was your social life like?

KRAJESKI: | wore atuxedoonceaweeklou buy one fidhdaytthke Mar i ne:
formal.|l had two of them made in Dubai, | was wearing themDut.e y 6r e awf ul | vy
uncomfortabldé my wi f e wo u,lyal weaahjgh heélsyaeda bra and tell me

how uncomf or t aButtexedbels arenottcdmfortapple dlogiBsére were

nights where | had two receptions and two dinrngosinie would not usually go with me

to the receptions unless there was somebody she really$ikedvas a teacher, she was

teaching fifth grade in Dubai and teachers work harder than anytbkodylS he di dn ot

want to go out at night; she had to do lesson plans and get up in the morning and go

teach.l had my drivefi fortunately the consujeneral had a car and a drivBo Haj

would take me, we would literalljike a military unit plan thenight.i OK, wed6r e goi ng
to go to the German phar maceuti cal reception
inh we knew the hotidilasi,d Hajm lgme w gt temgal It hr ou

shake hands with everybody, have a soda waterk sngdhrough the kitchen, you pick

me up i nAndel bdckump in the car and webd go
di fferent hotel, and 1 6d try to time it righ
guest saw you, shook handau shookhands with enough people so you got critical

mass.You can do it very quickly, you always made sure you had a dfitley gave

you alcohol, I would pour it out because if you started drinking at the first one, by the

time you got to the fourth one, yowere done.

The dinners were harder, because you had tdfgat had more than one dinner, well

t hat 6s pr obab[mybellyjlamkeptitl t gt hahdst o refuse to
Iranian host has made a special rice with alovely goldene@rost i t AJust for yol
we know how muclil ydandbvkn®wr eAnctiedoodidhr ey got
delicious.When Arabs eat, the table is lad&hey do not believe in serving a plate at a

time. You walk into the dining room and the talidefilled with food.You sit down.If

youdre at all an i mportant guest, the host w
the best pieces of the lamfind you eat and if you dare to eat it all, you get a lot rilore

eventually you learn you have keave your plate haff u | | or even full so t
you any moreAnd as Americans growing up, theclgal at e c¢cl ub, fchil dr en
starving, you must eat everything, o it was r

We would go out Bonnie would go out two times a week, | would go out five or six
nights a weekSome of these were gal#@snd they were great fun!
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The opening of the Burj Al Arab, which is that big hotel that looks like a sail in Dubai?

Il tds one of t liRubas Whemypu seea@astcando/ou see the bigtsail.

opened when | was therEhe top suite, the royal suite, went for $25,000 a nightas

twice the size of my house in Dubiaand | had a nice house in Dublhiwas biggerThe

sultan of Bruneiad his wife took itforayeaBh ei kh Mohammed woul dno
itThey said, AWedbll pay full price, $25,000
whenever the sultana wants to go to Dubai to shdp.6 | | Hee shaeirds,. ofi No, ot
peoplearegong t o | i @Beshethhdaatake ond of the.lodver suitdtere was

the presidential suite and the emirds suite,
one of thoseWhen Jimmy Carter came to visit, he agreed to stay at the Burj AliArab

the sheikh was always trying to talkAl Gore came, Cohen the secretary of defense

came two or three times, Secretary of State Albright daheealways wanted them to

stay in the Burj Al Arab, this was his pride and jbwould take the advance team tap

the presidential suite, which is what they would offer Secretary Célnea.of charge, by

the wayi areal problemAnd web6d get a |ittbeltoeverther g
one tour, one of the first onééou go ini incredibly ornate withrda gol d f i |l i gr ee,
just beautiful if you like that sort of thin.hi s guy took us in, weore
this wonderf ul pl ace, wieadnrde hgeorienbgs ttoh eh apvrei vnae
bedroomAn enormous room, with a circular bed in the rodimis very large Emirati,

kind of a chunky guy, sat on the bkHed and sai
had us all kind of sitting on the edge of the b&ad then he started vibrating the bed,

and thenthebedturnBthen he said, theockrupodonanopened al
giant mirrorontheceiling. | ooked over, I think this was C
sai d, A What WashingtgndPadt ¢ 3$(lia@ydte?)\We were laughing so hard.

And they were seriousthey wanted the vicergsident of the United States to stay in a

vibrating, rotating bed with a mirror in the ceiling!

t
8
h ¢

We declinedWe stayed at the Sheraton | believe, which is a really lovely hotel and

everybody was happy aboutB.ut | 61 | never f byrotbeBurjt hat tour
they had these fountains designed by Disney animators, colored water fountains with

musici this is inside the buildinglhe fountain would go up 100 feet up in the air,
unbelievableThey had a submarine ride in the bottom, to go to omieeofestaurantst

was kind of like a marina, it was a fish restauréivié went a couple of time¥.ou would

go into a room and then youYwodad dhaweea Jui e
dressed as Jules Verrfighey would strap you into your seatsdahe screens would come
up and the é. Youdd go under waltwasa and see th

Disney ride Basically all the submarine did was turn 90 degrees and open into the
restaurant in the hotdt. was unbelievableBut that was Dubai.

Q: Did they have the indoor ski place?

KRAJESKI: It was not there when | was thefiéhat was nothing but desefthe golf
course where | played golf was a little down the rd&ben | was in Bahrain | went

back, the last time was about 2012 or 2818l have friendstherd. t 6 s t hr ee t i mes
big, three times as glitzyWe would always ask every consubeneral who worked
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there, they still do, a week in and theydod b
officer in, bring the economic officeria,nd say @A OK, tell me when t |
to burstand how bad isitgoingtold®@2 caus e t hi s DagidRumdsllavast ai nabl
the commercial guy, Pat Heffernan was political and they would run off and talk to the

businesses and bankersandtheyu | d say nl t 6 $hisisbdsedgroi ng t o b
good, solid investment and t heApdastheygot t he D
di scovered in 2008 when it almost did coll ap
Abu Dhabi to back thempuIf Abu Dhabi will write them a $4 billion check which is the

estimates for what they wrote in 2008, theybod

Last story on DubaWe had been going out almost every nigkie had lovely friends,

we used to camp in the desert a lot, whgckind of nice, to get out of the cityplayed a

|l ot of gol f, thatos r &adidayittlevshliag, mutshilindirear ned t
the Gulf is not that interesting.

Q: Did you find that Washington paid that much attention to you?

KRAJESKI: They pai d att ent i Begaude Beclaelhadcontracb s busi n e
disputesNot over the airport, they had some smaller ones over the termihat.|

discovered too out there is these guys will write the biggest contracts, the shhihs.

airport was $650 million, which in those days was real money, to build that first terminal.

| f youdve been to Dubai now | think there ar
the first one didFirst one cost $650 million and Bechtel designed and ibuilt the end

of the contract, they would not pay for things like escalaBeshtel would put the

escalators in, the bill would goini t wo ul d nféhte yg enmto ud adindd.t pay f or

railing in the underground walkwayhe Bechtel guys wouldgaint s, AWhy are you

nickel and diming us at tAhddwas nederredlysare $6 50 mi

why, exceptthey could.

They also had Magic World, Bechtel desigiietiey wanted to have an amusement park

based on Disney World@hey haveonenow but in 1997, 698 all the
The plan that Bechtel built for them for this amusement park called Magic World cost

$25 million for the model, about the size of this rodien they had all of the specs for

the plan.That design was $25 nibn, and the sheikh decided not to builddé had

somebody come to him and say, AYoWhekRnow, it
the kidsd o rhéatve school, ités going to be really h
outdoors amusement park inthe snmr i n Tieydineeigot around that by having

most of it indoors and by having these amazing water spritaersu  don o6t f eel t he

when you wal k t hr-39degrbes toblex as,you bvaikithrough the area.0

But he decided not to dg and decided not to pay Bechtel for the pl&ts.yeah, when

Steve Bechtel gets upset you have half the members of Congress and the administration

sayi ng, AYou better make SslspestalBtofdiing wiH get s w
thesheikhanti s guys saying, 0Ylheredwere prgoabtyat o pay Be
dozen companies in the same situat®m met i mes t he companyés faul
governmbat 6s. when | paid attention to.
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When theColewas attacked, we had the FBI investigaiio®Dubai.Where theColewas
bombed, they dredged the seabed under it for evidence; pieces of the bomb, of the ship,
other thingsThey took all that dredge, which was mostly sand and rock and crap, put it
onto barges, and took it up to Dubai where thé &3 special teams that sifted through it
all to find pieces of the bomb (which they found) and to find pieces of the ship, pieces of
bodies as well.

So yeah, a littldit. Mostly Abu Dhabi gotWashington, which made Ted Kattouf very

gr umpy a nudpylge agywagtie thaught | was having way too much fun up at

Dubai.He would come up every chance he could because he wanted to have fun, too.

That was the nature of itloved being consufjienerall 6 ve nev erThebeen DCM.
consulgeneral is considerddi nd of t he equi v alheDCMgetsbut it bs
all the work, as you knowl. h e D CMO6 s -workiag pbrson id thesembassy.
Ambassadorés off representing and being an a
' ittl e pi ece soebponsible formalldf tyhoeu 6OrCeMbéan ambassado
got to have a good DCMso | had the authority of running my own office, and we had

about 35 Americans in Dubgaibigger than a lot of embassidsd it was mineExcept

when Ted came upandsaidis hi s.

Q: What was happening with the youth there, the native yolfdre they going to
schools abroad or not?

KRAJESKI: I mentioned earlier on they had guateed incomes and guarantee@s$v

As long as they married another Emirati. That was tru®fdrai and Abu Dhabit was

largely true for the other emirates, too, although Abu Dhabi did not subsidize them all as

much as they thought they should be subsidi@edhere were poor Emiratis in Ras al

Khaimabh, in Fujairah, in little Umral-Quwain.Most of whom then got jobs in the

military, in the police, or for another large government company and worked in Abu

Dhabi or DubaiGuaranteed jobfuite a few went to study in the United Stateset

many bankers, businessmen, members of the governmerstwdied thereThe ruling

family didndot send its ki dSheikh Mohamenadbinhey sent
Rashid went to Sandhurst then he went to another s¢hediated school, he made it

clear.When he was in his 20s and 30s, he had &de8&&ron convertibleHe knew every
Emiratesd steWwWhatésswhatyhwewhnt edHeo do, he
was rich, he was young, had thisred LeBavbw.u coul d al ways tell whe
Everybody liked him very much liked him when Imet him later onHe drank a little

bit, but not a lot, he gave it up when he got married and had kids and became the crown
prince.Others did.

| remember going up to Raskhaimah when | first got there, and Rag@laimah was

run by the old Qasins h e i k h, | candt [Seeik8aghbm Mohamed f i r st
al Qasimi, 1948010] He was probably 80 when | met hirde had a scar that came

across his forehead; he was blind in one ggehe claimedand others backeatup, [it

was from]a saber dufrom a fight.He was indeed a piratecould never understand him,

he spoke an Arabic dialect that | just could not penetrites ol dest son, whoos
ruler,[Sheik Saud bin Sagwho had been educated in England, would sit next to me in
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ourmeetngs! woul d often turn to him a say
saying, o0 and he would say, Al Jdeon Ghbwed hder st a
would both nod at him.

Theson by the way was the businessman of the family and heriiyws to attract
business up to Ras-Khaimah.One[businesshe had up there was a pharmaceutical
company that counterfeited drugduite openlyl 0 dup there and talk to them about
intellectual property rights and patents on dritjs.most populadrug was a knockbff
of Viagra that he was really quite proud ¥bu know what he called itHe called it
Monica.

Why did he call it Monica®Monica Lewinsky.The scandal was just breaking in
Washington, and the Arabs were fascinated bihe guys wergust fascinated with the
fact that the president of the United States was being criticized for whatever he was doing

with this young woman in the White Houfeh ey coul dné6t believe that
they were trying to impeach himihey would sitma&l o wn and sayHed&slha s i s
man, shedWhat &womamdng widbtdnh tyroyu tpoe oepxlpel?adi n t w

them.One, he was a much older mamd two, she worked for himf | had gotten

involved with an intern in my office at the embassy,d ul dndét be slitting he
woul d be wor ki ng i fMarg|wiudbroylasd ndygjobTheg r a Wa l

di dndt wunderGntea nodf tthhaetm alto oakleld at me and sai
me i f she off er eldjd ysoauyeah, divdlikihae boymamyo ? 0
reasons, not the | ea3bheygf cobiTddyaldoshought | ov e my
that she was very exotiShe was young and a little zaftig and Arabs and Indians, they

dondét | i ke the skinny hoanvees Aad sbishee wabygasfect wo me n
for that.And the best thing, she was Jewish which made her dangerous and exotic as

well. | would talk to Arab guys, educated in the U.S. and themds would just be going

nutstalking about MonicaSo naming the ¥gra knockoff Monica was brilliant!

(laughter)They had a hard time with that one.

son woul d be up -offfoesiness, |1 6d be s
sHet Aingy g hwngneorwinghwst adal i ng

brother down, maybe third brothienteresting because he

t al | eHethadgust peen trowh dueof Bosgtamnt ry |t

a u Bligfatleehaddbauglit ldn an spartmént i n g .

The shei khos
which he didn
and making the drug-lls next
was | i ke 6066,
University bec
Beacon Streeté
Q: I have a degree from Boston University.

KRAJESKI:I t 6 s a r e s plencdt ahbel eh acdo Ijluesgte 'lbeen t ol d h
Sothe kid comes into the nieg, [Sheik Saqrf nt r oduces him to me (he
his father sayas near | cannderstand it and Sheikh Sauelps me out and the kid does,

AThe school sai d hsaichhilb@Whkyteres bps kiiBecause
maintain gpassinglg r ad e p o i The fathevie furiaug,@nd @alls to his Indian

adede camp and said, MBCansulGeneand, tetl heehec hec k b oo k.
amount | have to write and 161l saiid,e fAltt, so

e
0
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doesndt worlheke ate Bchabls iwtheyUnited States where if you write the

check, ya getthe degre¢. 5 m not going to help you find on
to help you with Bldesvasonat hdgpywithenBook meyyttoei t her . 0
the fort where he fought off the British, showed me the cannons they used when the

British daredtocomein. di dndét take the message.

| have found in my career that in the Arab world, their attitudes towards the United States

are so conflicted and so compl&¥e tend to think that everybody loves us, that

everybody looks to us as the modelntry, that everybody really wants to be like us

because thereds a whole | ot Bouft tohuesnd onueta ntsher
George Clooney, Ous6 means Arnold Schwar zene
actors and the show.Us 6 me a nreverdlty the best hodpitals, these more open

or best aspects, they take that as American and they Idesit.on the opposite end of

the scale is Israel and our policies in the Middle East, and they hate it and blame it all on

the governmentMany courtries, Arabs particularly, see this huge divide between people

and the government and one of our jobs always is explaining to them that government is

the peoplefawh ol e | ot of people donét | i ke the go\
gover nment . drieteaof @idien alout wholg aspects of government, but
people and the government are allthe sanmgt® o, i f youéthe going to

government 6s poAlOhc ineos,, wieh elroev el Aamme.roi ca but w
policies of it.o

They do stand thewinlehnedthe Ar abs, they probably coul
attitudes about seBoy, do they have conflicted attitudes to sex,éheye g otto not hi ng
criticize. But on violence, mostly this has really changed in the last 10 yéar®lence

wasoften very controlled, particularly among the families and wealth, you never let

violence get out of handnd personal violence was very strictly prohibited and

punishedl f you and | got drunk and | killed you,
me;they may kill my brother instead and then the sheikhs will move right in to stop the
violence.They could not understand why everybody has a Ghe.violence just knocks

them out, they dondt undredtsdxaglando thethat we can |
itéds not as bad as you think it is, you can
shotl1 6m not sure about otTharviews towardsthe U.Snaret he Uni
very complicatedlf you walk into those relationships thinking ybave a rapt audience

and one that is willing to buy everything you have to sell, you fail.

Q: How did you view the treatment of women there?

KRAJESKI: The Emirates is a different place, firstof&dlldo ve never served in

because my Wwike wbho6NEdohands, at various po
offered jobs in Saudi Arabia; along with Egypt it was the biggest place Bogaoie said

ANo, 0 she @bal doonbttngdb.go to a place which w
forced her to aver in publicNow a lot of my colleagues, both women colleagues and

spouses obfficers s ai d Al tasklynyoutget vehyaded tb kzeidg driven

around, i1itdés kind of nice not to worry about
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Q: I have to say, my wife actlly had a Saudd r i Jieensé. s
KRAJESKI: Did she work at the consulate?

Q: No, it was just driving to pick up food and go to Aramco and all.
KRAJESKI: Dhahran was a little different.

Q: The sheikhbin Jiluwi was first cousin of Sau@ur consulgeneral was able to get
driver6 | i censes for the women so the men would
womenos woblkcadrsievidmg vers werenodt that avail

KRAJESKI: The Emirates were completely different. Women drove, women ran
businessesyomen were in governmeritmet a number of impressive women in

technical areas, the minister of technology in Dubai was a wdmaet.them frequently.

Not socially usuallyThere were some Emirati womeérand understand they were 10%

of the population,sthe great majority of people | met were Pakistani and Indian and

British and American and IraniaAs consul, | had American friends who never met an

Emirati, the only Emirati they knew was their spon3dre company had to have an

Emirati sponsor who da@ certain percentage every year for doing nothing except signing

the visa formsBad businesd. t hi nk t hey 6 v e Bghoaintieénothave d of t h
it, this sponsorship systers conswgeneral, | got to meet a lot of Emiratis, and my

wifewasi nvi ted all the ti m&heytwere&parateagltei womenados
weddings in particular | remembd&id you ever go to a wedding?

Q: No.

KRAJESKI: T h e ma n 6 $§ allwenil wauld gfart at about 7:00 at night, you

would sit in this enormous rjiss, the chairs around the outer riBomeone would come

and shake handkots of tea, juice, more tea, Ce€ala, tea, juice, shaking hands.

Theyodove got t he i nc €hegugs,woudcome arquidithettevy i ncens
incense]

Q: I used to combome smelling of night in Paris.

KRAJESKI: Oh yeah, they love perfumd$he men would be spritzing each other with

perfume, drinking lots of tea and coffee and juidas would go on for about an hour,

hour and a halfThen they would open the doors ke tbanquet room, the tablieshere

would be 300, 400 peopleintheraj s, t hen another 300 or 400
invited into the mgis. Everybody would pour into this big room, scramble for seats

unless you had some kind of stafge the family 6the groom would seat youihey

take the plastic wrap they had plastic wrap covering all the fodtdvas all at room

temperature; they do not like to eat hot food or cold food, more room tempevaiure.

would eat, 25 minutes, get up and go hom@atwas the weddingr hen t he gr oomds
father would always call me the next day and ask if |had agooditided. d you have a
good ti me, I hope you enj oyledd ytohiirmsle,l fAY®W g
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no al cohol , n dhedhacdancinghat weirdlitteswdrdand staff dance
they do, and chanlt was neat to watch, but that was the dancing.

My wife would be invited to the womends wedd
ballrooms.The women would comiethe western womenwouldcorder e s sed as t hey
dressedThe Emirati women would come dressed in full hijab, and then as soon as they

got into the anteroom would take off the hijab and reveal the latest French fashions
underneathBonnie said the first time she was there, she wakskot Af t er ever ybod:
took off the hijab, | was the mosdthemonservat
they would party downt would start about 10:00 at nighthere would be food no

alcoholi and dancing, they would bring in Lebanese singaes), they would sing from
behindacurtanThey 6d have t he lrbneeslier Borsnib eomiegshemeb a n d .

one night vith a black eyelAs the bride wa coming in, they would have girls fling

flowers, releasing doves, and in this case there was a fathooslate out of Lebanon,

aboutas bigasyourfisr apped i n t i rchotolats reallygoodd s del i ci ou
Bonnie loves chocolat®ut she had a big basketful and was flinging it into the crowd,

and one caught h@Bonnie]right in the eye (laughtgrshe had a big bruis.h e sai d,
kept t he da mButtlkyveohldgo onltilathree,! faur in the morning.

So there was that separatidimere was a sense when you went to a more traditional
house in a place like Raskhaimah or down in AbilDhabi, you would be eating with

the menThe women would be in another room, and there would be a moment where |
would be introduced to the mother, to the wife, especially if there was a daughter who
had gone to the United States who was studying, amne w@uld be an interchange there.
So socially, youlnHusitkss@nd governrment, | edycatron, some
of the best schools were womenbés coll eges an
wo men o0s Theylalkoehgdes@ame @ insttutions; the American University of
Sharjah was ced.| knew the head of it very well, he was provost at George Washington
and then at American University before he retired, a guy named Rod Fféechhe

went out and started the American University lzdrgah, andis biggest fear was that

somelay the boys were going to climb over the
dormitories and t hehe headidd haiveEh egdbmai mptr aibn ed
at mosphere in the two yeeardllemyas btuherae | @arnd «

would send their daughters there because it was in the region, in the pefitatua.

than sending their daughters to the UK or the United States where god knows what would

happen to themAnd they always had to send a threxr or male cousin with the girl if she

was going to study, so it was more expensive for the family because they had to send two
peopleBut at Sharjah they didndédt have to do t he
education, and a pretty good dne t 0 staimadhits standards, a pretty good university.

It was different in Yemen, much different as far as treatment of woiméime Emirates,
my lasting impression was one of basic equality and lots of respects, and-mother
reverenceEvery Arab man worshipssimother.

Q: In Saudi Arabia, word was mother was running the thing.
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KRAJESKIIWe di dndét reall y undB#Eyospretenddhattyauw al | t he
understand the family dynamics of one of the
particularly of thewomen.They also had women who sort of came out in the sense that

they would suddenly start running the business. Arts, often had to do with arts or

galleries.Or education, sometimeshe wife of the emir of Qatar has built this enormous
educationatomplex.Occasionally, you would see one of them, | forget which Maktoum

it was, a woman at a party dressedkropean style as they always called it théh.

she was wearing traditional, it would be very fashionable traditional dress, with her hair

shaving.l t 6s hard to explain to AmerOneans how a

woman explained to Bonnie, #fAlt would be I|ike
conservative Muslim woman of my mother6s gen
showingStri p everything el se away from that, fo
beendoneforsolong.t woul d be | i ke you goilthigk downt owr

that was an exaggeration, maybet 6 s har d Yoou 6urned esresetianmgll .mor e of
certainly if you were a Western woman in Dubai you dressed as you chose to dress.
always told folks, AUnl ess youbre at a beach
and short dHorotnd,y pleeauues.ed0 t he mmave,abdr ul y don
you might have a probleriwe did have attacks, we did have assaults and some rapes.

't s a r eal lYgmedwak évenrmera dchadweomen avorking at the

embassy, and they would often asbvermy, AalTf |
hair, shoul d Is aveda,r fYdcu graeb ?7a0n Amer i can di pl
di dAdd .for the most par tThisig2007,thingsw&e have a p
differentin Yemeni As | ong as you cover yohalter arms, dr €
tops, yoAoadl theybiheli ke it because they kno
so youol | get special treat mentlfawgnmam ér e a t o
was bl onde, | 6d say AYou mi g hecaugesblorid hdiro wear

attractsi men would come up and pull on blond hair to see if it was real, or they would

stroke it which was really creepy, just to feel it, it felt weird to thiéiyou were of Arab

descent, or you looked Arab, then | would tell worteebe a little more careful, a little

more conservative, because i f they think you
they go after youSo the attitudes were different in Yemen, more conservative, women

were uneducatedreat majority were illitert. In the Gulf countries, women have been

educated now for three or four generations, and you saw them everywhere.

Q: Where did you go from there?

KRAJESKI: From there | came back to the United States, my least favorite assignment

was when | came back Washington, especially after Dubai, which was a lot of fun.

was going to tell one more Dubai story, about the entertainMéntvere at the top of

the Burj atArab, towards the end of our four years thietestayed four years so my son

could get intchigh schoolWe were sitting around these enormous banquet tables; |

forget what the affair was, BMW introducing its new model, they hung it from the

bottom of the helicopter and flew it up and
top of the BurAl Arab, where Tiger Woods hitgolfballS.o wedér e sitting in
room and eating, and literally they put a plate of caviar in the c&ugnie looks at it
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and she goes, flAnmd slo tthioruegdh to f wceabvrieassrt.woo ki d
itdéds time for us to get the hell out of here
good.Dubai could warp you, you get involved with this sort of rich life, driving fancy

carsi dondét know.

When | left, | knew | had to come back to Washingtomwas time, | had been out for

nine yearsSo | wanted the Egypt job; | was an 01, the top rank before senior sérvice.

had opened my window, to be promoted into the Senior Foreign Se3videxpected a
directorods job i n INvamedthe Hyytjoh,svhich wwastanOC want ed.

(counselor), seniorjoBut | pushed for it, and they said
deput y iThisisNN@thernoGulf Affairs, the office of Iran and Ir&prtly because

| had just come out of Dubai and worke Iranian things for fouryears.h ey sai d, Al t
our i nitesigthe aewdeorge Bush administration, 2061t he Bu s h

administrationdéds Wedeaeatgohngotopehowot hatanAl
didndot know whadoitrhge, herdd wedkrye weaoieng t o fig
establish relations with | r antwasasalksjobe want vy
I di dndot r e &NGAwas calkedthe office ef th¢ pardmhs, the pariah desk

because we had no relatioiskvith Iraq or Iran, had sanctions on both countiés.

had no embassies, no visits, no businksgas nothing but sanctions. di dndét want t !
job, but I took it being a good NEA soldi®&@.avi d Pearce, who | 6dve men
the ambassador inthens, was the directdrle also had been in Dubai, so again the

Iranian connectionrag was considered in the back pages; we were going to build a little

|l ranian desk, thatods what we were supposed t

A month later, the worl@éhanged.
Q: Today is the 29 of April, 2016, with Tom Krajeski.

KRAJESKI: I know we were going to start on NGA today, going to NEA, but | wanted to

tell two more stories about Dubdi. dondét t hi nikiknbw Ispedtélgtofc apt ur ed
time talkingabout the excess and development of Dubai, business and the real energy

that was in DubaiBut one thing Dubai was that | was both fascinated in and had an

opportunity to indulge, take advantage of, itreallywase used to cal l it th
e X ebscause epresidents, eprime ministers, fading movie stars, folks not at the top

of the game but up there, would come to vi8ad.l had the opportunity to meet George

H. W. Bush, spent a day with him and Brent Scowcroft driving around to meetings with

different peopleJames Baker Il came through, Jimmy and Rosalyn Carter spent almost

three full days theréArnold Schwarzenegger, Bruce Willis, Sylvester Stallone all came

together to open the Planet Hollywodtbd Stewart.

My favorite one was Nelson &hdelaHe had just stepped down from the presidency of

South Africa, this is probably 199@linton was presiden§o they invited Mandela to

come to be the keynote speaker at a confer@ies, always had these enormous

economic conferences, they all vieahto compete with Davos, they all wanted to be the

Middle EastDavosa | ot of Gul f countries had these <c
many big names as they possibly codlde Emirates, Dubai, got Nelson Mandela to
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come and be their keynote speakKeh e s hei kh asked me si x mont h:

l'i ke 1t if President Clinton could clome; do
sai d, Altoés ki nd Iloventtotheieghbassy, weivwent bagl, dnd thereq ui r e .
was no way thewere going to schedule a Clinton visittoDulah en t hey sai d, A
he go on | ive sat el | iBeeus& Mandela wds ahobkaandd el a i s
| 6m sure Clintonds piachalicetoapeearevithtManddak i ng abou
t hey wamnmdtné6tto do the satellite, th®8o president

finally what we got was a speecfhey wrote a speech about Nelson Mandela and | was

going to deliver t h%othe pghteoicthe canfarenCel theropeoingd s n an
day,t hereds 2000 Ared pflcer irmeasheenshall Il dondét wunder
near the beginning.t was Mandel a and then | was going

So Mandela gotupt al k about personal charisima and pe
public. He gave a 3810 minute speech in which he excoriated the United States of

America and the evils of capitalism and the racism of the United States and how we were
responsible for all the economic and social problems of the wovids pretty hed-

hitting stuff, and I O0m sitting in the front
myhandThe cameras are on me and | 6m getting st
angrier.Finish the speech, standing ovation for Mandela, these are allfbtkéad

businesses in the U.S., huge U.S. investment there, they were more capitalist than the

most rapacious Carnegie or Rockefeller, but they love Mandela so they were cheering

him. So | was introduced as the representative of the president of the Btated to

read a speechused this as an example with1®0 (orientation for new Foreign Service

of ficers) classes, fAwhat would you do, in fr
people who have just heard a famous man lambaste your countryyirnéash terms?

What woul 8 gauddo®@dd Anrhdo ulg hrte aadb otuhte iptr.esi dent
f or wtavasdll about what a hero fidandela]was, ending apartheidworld

partner. sat downPolite applause.

Right after the session, viad a dinner, downstairs in one of these incredibly beautiful

places overlookingthebaylandel a came up to me and said, i
speekh®ai d, Al hathkae gdi,d, ti YWwash it eirtrddblallld p
game.Forgeta b o u And hetthe proceeded to entertain the table for an ddia-

half. A remarkable man.

As | said earlier, Dubai was the first time | had a position of leadership and
representatiorSo it was fun. It was great to be in Dubai and meet all cktipeople and
attend these eventstold you about the golf and tennis tournaments, it was always
something and always somebody coming throtgople all wanted to come to Dubai.

Q: Did the ruling people in the Gulf take you out, put the rugs out osatheé dune and
pitch the tent?

KRAJESKI: They loved to do itEspecially our generation, Stu, guys as old as you and

guys of my generatior.hey remembered the traditions because they lived tlhem.
wasnot pfifea themaButmowehey lived in facy houses and palaces, they had
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mayjlis, they kept camels they loved camels by the way in Dub@acing camels, they
bred and raced.

Q: I understand they used to use underage boys.

KRAJESKI: That was the big human rights issk®ery year when we didhé human

rights reports, there were twOne was the treatment of itinerant workers, which frankly
wasnot Tthheatorbeadt.hat caught eywaroldBaglddeshis att en
boys that were velcroed, they would sew Velcro strips to the in$idheir thighs and the
camel, they were literally velcroed to the saddle of the cahmel these were tiny

people.l can remember going out to the camel farm, which was on the way to one of the
places where | used to play gdlknew the people who raty where the racing stables

were near the race tradkamel racing by the way is kind of boring; you sit in the stands,
the camels take off and run into the desert, you sit around and wait for 25 minutes until
they returnl was talking to one of the Emirgguys who managed a string of camels and
took care of the jockey3here were two jockeys therEhe law said that they had to be

14 years old in order to be leghknow that Bangladeshis can be small, but these kids
were clearly under 14; | would ptitem at six or eight years oM/e started talking to

themi the guy got fired by the way for talking to me about tAisd these street kids,

one of them who was very articuldtén Englishi s ai d, Ayou know, Il supp
family back homeThe morey | make here in Dubai supports 40 people back home.
Webdbre building a new houseAl webeeaadbéel o bae

ridngacamelAnd you want to take that away from me

The point was, you coul dnotcy HwnarbReghtk antl o DRL (

Labor in State) and say, fkecsekidsacemgtbeing need t
abused, not being hoodwinked or kidnapped, not being held under dutesssy 6 r e bei ng
treated pretty well, and making a lot of monegok attheml i ke chi Il d movi e ac

The Emirati who let me talk to these kids was fired, and | was never allowed near them
again.The sheikh was not happyhis was an embarrassmentthem.Theyknew they
c oul dn 6 tThat was intéerdstinghlsota lot offun.

Dubai was a unique experience, our only-handship post until Bahraii time where
we stepped away from the usual crises and dangers and hardships of living and working
in the Middle East, and lived and worked in this remarkable city.

Q:OK,thenyoudre off to the State Department wher
pariahs?

KRAJESKI: The deputy directol. had been lobbying with NEA to get the director of the

Egypt desklt was time to come homaline years oversea8.s much as | didnot
working in State, in the Washington policy process, it was time to come back and take a

job on a desk, in NEASo | was lobbying with them to get the director of the Egypt desk,

or the deputy of ARP, which is the Arabian Peninsula desk, one of the biggesihdesks

the whole State DepartmenBSaudi Arabia and the rest of the countrlegot a call out

on the golf course one evening, and they gditbrget the name of the principal deputy
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secretaryHe was not an NEA guyNed Walker was the assistant secret@hys was the

personnel director for NEA,arth e s ai d, ATony doesndiHe want vyo
wants you to be derpniragdesdNo digloonttio relatibnshipy NGA. 0
no visits, no embassies.t was cal |l ed wihteh pwern Beimgjadtetslke 0] o k

good NEA hand and realizing that &sdlwhat they
took it because the selling was, this administratitime George W. Bush administration,

which had just begun; this is now June of 200WWe @meé ng t o Opegn t o | r an
were critical of Albright and her attempt to open to Iran, and the president had decided as

one of his first policy decision, weoOre goin
Ayou guys at St aGoe¢ i aar ogveill n @ st @ olme amdy iotn. as ¢

need some ideag/e want you, you were just in Dubai for four years, did a lot of Iran
stuff, we want you to take it.o

David Pearce was the direct@ravid had been consgeneral in Dubai before me.e 6 s

ambassador in Athens, about to retibavid was the director, | was depulywas a very

small office, couple of Iran desk officers, three Iraq desk officers, maybeStawe

Beecroft who went on to be ambassador in Irag and Egypt, was the paotiilicaty

officer for Irag. Young woman named hLempert came on, she was Iraq desk officer.

She was just deputy CG (congiédneral) in Jerusalee;h e 6s now got a job o\
(National Security Coundil There was a guy who did the Kurds for ber thefirst

monthi | started the job in August 200There was a lot of paper being churned out

about the options for Iran.

| also was given the rather strange task of taking on the follow up to the Iraq Liberation

Act. Jesse Helms, a bunch of the neocorssatisfied with what they thought was
Clintonbs feckless policy of enforcing the s
Congress and Clinton had signed the Iraq Liberation Act, which among other things

called for support funds which Congress had tadapm each yeawenty-five million

dollars was the amount, which would go to support the Iragi opposition in Evalek

Ricciardone, an ambassadmw, was our first special representative to the Iraqi

opposition or whatever he was callédemembehe came to Dubai to try to sell this to

the Gulfies, who laughed athimth ey di dndét | augh at him, they
him. Frank went on to do something better, and | got what was left of tifslpn He

had put togethea big conference in Laton what was called the Iraqgi National

Congress, the INC, Ahmed Chalabi being the best known member of the INC, and the

darling of the neocon®als with Wolfowitz and Pearle and a whole slew of others who

woul d soon be centr al poticgIn 201 hogever, WGAWAs s hds f o
in charge of running this $25 million a year support fulf@. supported some projects in

Iragi Kurdistan, which was pretty much autonomous because of tfig zanes which

were established after the Kuwait wehe Kurdswere running their own show in the

north, so we were investing in some humanitarian projects and infrastructure in northern

Irag. But the bulk of the money went to the INC to support television and radio programs,

to support political strengthening progra. There were five or six different groups

including the Kurds who were part of the INC. We had a whole range of programs that

we were running, including one called the Information Gathering Program, which
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became a real bone of contention in another yesause as we know, on Septembdt 11
of 2001, everything changed.

Q: When you were there, was there a group within your office, that was planning what do
we do when we restore relations with Iraq and IrakiRat are our policies?

KRAJESKI: For the firstcouple of months, the focus was Ir&ven after the shock of

9/11,[there waskstill a lot of activity with Iran beaase of our immediate action in
AfghanistanWhich as you recall, was fairly populiaga lot of support in the country and

within theinternational community, that after this horrific attack on 9/11, we had the

moral authority to go in and get Al Qaeda in Afghanistamd if the Taliban insisted on
supporting and defending Al QaedEe well weobr
Iranians who hated the Taliban, considered the Taliban to be a real thorn in their side,

were delighted that we were doing thifiey were no fans of Al Qaeda, eith€here was

a lot of communicatioii | was not running this part of it, Ryan Crocker was doingtmo

of it. Crocker was in touch with the Iranians; there are a couple of international structures

that had been set up, mostly focusing on Afghanistan after the Soviet inthatomnere

still in place.Others came in, that enabled Crocker to have indineetings with the

|l ranians (which | think heds written about)
Af g h a n Aleng therborder, Herat, which is where the Afghan Shia are, the Iranians

were putting a lot of support ifthere were humanitarian flighgoing in to support the

refugeesLots of things going on with the Iranians, including-@iyer permissions for

humanitarian flightsSo there was a sense that the Iranians were playing ball with us on

this important issue, which was increasingthe gushr A how can we open to
Khatami came to the UN that year; he had been president for four years and had been re
electedHe gave a very positive speediere was talk that we were going to have a

meeting in New York with Khatami or someone elsen¢dl out to be the guy who

became foreign minister, Zarif, who was then their permrep (permanent representative to

the UN) in New YorkAgain, | was not part of these meetingaias focusing more on

INC and Ahmed Chalabi, because as we were digging ifgbahistan, fighting the war

in Afghanistan, it became increasingly apparent that the president was in the process of
deciding that we were going to do something about Saddam Hussein in Iraq as well.

The fighting in Afghanistan was g pretty wellin 2001. There was a real sense that it
was time to go after Saddam as wé&hlere was a lot of debate about this; meetings after
meetings after meetings in the White House about whether or not this was a good idea,
and how we might go about Btate, the seetary and deputy secretary, were cautious
and even opposed to military action against IBag.[there wasjnore and more interest

in it, and in alternatives tusing the]American military in the early dayswe 6 r e
looking now at December 2001, JanuagpFuary 2002.

| flew to London frequently to meet the INC, their headquarters was in Lohdsed to

fly in to the embassy, stay at the Grosvenor Héuke embassy in London was in
Grosvenor Square, at the center of Londétay at the Grosvenor Houaed meet with

the Kurdish representatives, Chalabi, with the man who would be king, Hussein Salam
Ali, who was the last surviving male descendant of the assassinated Iraqgi king, who was
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killed in 1958.Hussein Ali was three years old when this happeHedsurvived and had
lived in London and claimed to be the heir of the thrdmmere was a small party, the

Iragi Monarchist PartyHe had some support, mostly from the exile commuhkigywas

a very articulate and distinguished mhiot particularly brightput OK.He somehow
believed that when Saddam went down, there would be a restoration of the monarchy in
Irag. So | would go visit themMost of my conversations were nuts and bblis O K ,
wher eds t he |mdlong giscugsionsragodtdhe TV siatiwhich was
completely mismanaged by Hussein Ali, who got into a bad contract deal with a TV
supplier; they lost millions of dollars and never got the TV seDighget the radio set

up, did go orine for a while.

The most controversial program wealed the Information Gathering Prograhfis was
Chal abi 6s favorite, because he was able to t
Ostensibly for information, but more just to gather supforthimself].

In the early days, there was a sensetth we 6 1 | s up p o Wepattidularlyopposi ti
wanted to support the KurdBhe Agency and we in our analysis and when we were

presenting policy alternatives to the president, we did not think that Ahmed Chalabi could

bear the weight himself by anyaans of actually organizing an effective coup against

Saddam that would bring him down internalljrere was a lot of talk about how to do

this. Would it be the opposition®ould the military eventually turn on Saddaififls

had been the theory followingdHhiberation of KuwaitAs you 61| | recall we wt
southern Iraqg brieflyin 1991]and then pulled ouAs | understand it, a lot of people then

thought that the Iragi military, humiliated by this defeat, would overthrow Sadtlam.

di dnodot h awapverypynlikelyrthat it waould happen in 20&h there was a lot

of turmoil over what the United States could and should do.

The | ast piece of this was the United Nati on
that we needed to strengthen thectians and force Saddam to allow the inspectors back

in to reveal every aspect of his WMD (weapons of mass destruction) program, or face the
consequence§.hat 6s really how we moved around.

The last point on IrarSometime in late December 2001 there wasipment of Iranian
weapons that we traced from an Iranian port in the Gulf, up through the Red Sea, for
delivery to Palestinians bad guys (not sure if it was Hamas) in 8&zhaad traced the
ship.The Israelis boarded and captured the ship, and itet@smined that it was Iranian
origin arms.The ship was called theatrina A This caused a minor firestorm in
WashingtonAll of our contacts with the Iranians fell apart as we criticized th&e still
maintained some contacts, mostly through the Sviitsste were still attempts to open to
Iran, but theKatrina Areally spoiled the effort that had gained a lot of traction during the
early days of the Afghan war.

Increasingrand t hereds been more writtenteabout th
president and the administration and the mil
attention from Afghanistan and began to focus on the possibility of military action in

Irag. For much of 2002, we maintainédt was not a fiction[it was] partof the policy,
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that military[force] was only one optionf we could force Saddam to open his WMD
program to our sat i sfButasyoolookatthéracord, andasiat we
recall many of my conversations, on how the policy process w02, it was

increasingly evident that the president had made the deisiase military force]l

dondt want to reveal classified papers that
know if all of them have from that period, but it was very ctears in State that the

president had made a decision to remove Saddam Hussein from power by any means
necessary, including militaryde had not yet decided on military action, but most of the

people who were around him argued that that was the onlynap@d was going to work.

We were going to have to build a military coalition strong enough to drive Saddam out of
power.For the next eight months, starting in February, March 2002, it became
increasingly apparent that thatds what we we

The State Department, including at my leiv&hich was really unusual, | was still the

deputy directoi we were basically being cut out of the interagency discussions.

Secretary Powell, a man whom | admire greatly, had clearly seen the writing onlthe wal
Stateds role was basically to work with the
and to give it our best effort, to put a good face ohhiat was our instructiorisiit We 6 r e

going to work with the UN, do this through sanctions and with thenatenal
communPetoyp.loe i n Cheneybés office and Rumsfeld
AfYeah, | et State play with the UN while we d
a c t iltavas.frastratingThere would be meetings at the NSC (Natideturity

Council) and the Pentagon as we were getting deeper and deeper into the preparation.
Someti mes we Ofetrem,0ty MandGlosdmalawas under secretary

for political affairs, he would go over to these meetings instead of Pow&ihotage.

Sometimes it would even get bounced down to Bill Burns and Ryan Crocker.

One of the strengths of the interagency is you have all of these desk officers and deputies

and director$ even when the bosses, the secretaries were fighting with testover

whobs got t he pr @ashitpwmRogasthe avarking levelgeoplenaret h e

talking to each other, exchangingpapgf® u6r e drafting your talkin

Secretary Powell for the imgoetitsemafthare t he NSC
were two or three of these a week, constantly churning out talking paihtg.you

would do is the day before the meeting, youb
say, AYoudre preparing Rumsf el dsGeewlmat Wol f owi

we 6r e g o Bolgan give mggaya.headp, and you can give your guy a heads

u p That stoppedAll of it shut down.l had a few people at the Pentagon that | could go
over and talk toMost of them wore uniformd hey were being cutut of these civilian
meetings. State was considered not only opposed to the policy, but we were wrongfully
being considered obstructionist, that we would do everything we could to prevent
military action in IragWhich was not trueiVe were not convincedhat this was a good
idea; we didnot Wehhought therawene attser nmeans & csostralling .
Saddam Husseimthink this ran through most of the State Department, with varying
degreeslincluding guys like Crocker, who played a huge rol&aq in days to come.
There was a sense at the Pentagon particul ar
State guys were just trying to obstruct.
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| recall one meeting | went to; Crocker didn
northernirag with the KurdsThey went there from time to time, the deputy stayed and
had to go to all these damn meetiriggent to a meeting chaired by Wolfowitz over at

the PentagolWVe wer e tal king about, AOK when we fir
political meetingsWe 6 r e goi ng t o darthafesttimeinbowimanyt oget he
years, theyore going to be able to gather to
decide on their | eadership, and wedgse going
as we | i ber at ®olfovatzvsaid thig] theyrwerée talking about who

would be invited and how it would workwas sitting next to the agency guy, who gave |
thought a very intelligent brief on family and tribal relationships in Iraq, inguortant
the tribes would be.

Doug Feith looked at hirh Doug Feith was the under secretary for policy under

Wol fowit z, Mar k Grossmandés equivalent at OSELC
He said, AYou dondt k nlaws awlrlzanh sogiety withmeellt al ki ng
educated secular population, and once we get rid of Saddam Huskem,s e ipeopl eo

doctors, | awyer s, I donbdbiAat kkenyo wvonvhlod hiemmeadi & ta
gather and decide these issuH® tribeswouldhave ot hi ng t ¢tlewbs wi t h it .
completely wrong, 100% wrond.o mmy Fr anks once called Doug |
fucking man hed6édl &memotmedurn e thh st 83 fter. e, be

intelligent guy.But he believed what he was heayifrom guys like Ahmed Chalabi, who
was a weHeducated, articulate, secular Ira@halabi had persuaded many of these guys,
Wolfowitz included, that there was a whole group of these guys around the world and in
ragiiJust empower (hatlibara democeady that yoo Angeacans  t
want . o

So as we were making these arguments, the guys ini@Mfce of the Vice Presiderit

and the Office of the Secretary of Defense, were slowly cutting uéedtthe working

level, the guys Iwould callamlend emai |l s to, saying fiSend me
send vy o Theystoppedd@ng itWe would get them at the very erdbually it

was the vice president 6sSnmafduy buereallya guy named
convinced that Ahmed Chalabi wiee future president of Iraq and we should all support

himm.So the policy debate, on the policy side ¢

Q: Did you feel the hand of Rumsfeld and Cheney?

KRAJESKI: More than the hand, it was the fist and the tongugasnever directed to

me ; I didndét sit do whsatwown imrodins mth dbtieel pgtopla n d Ch e n
in which Rumsfeld and Cheney were talking to Armitage or sometimes Pbigalid a

lot of the secure video transmissions from the Operations CenéérSipte We would

sit at that tabl e, Powel | or Ar nDiftereng e woul d
screens would have other folks on them.

One of the things | had to do was organize visits from the Af@in, this was two
Kurdish farties, Ame d Ch a | a byad@kawipwdat theyheck Was his party
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called? The Iragi National Assembly | believe.), the Monarchists Party, and then two Shia

parties who turned out to be extremely powerful par@ese of them had been
headquartered in Iralverbe | ooki ng towards the middle and
more support to them and trying to raise their public image as a possible alternative to
SaddamThere were a couple of occasions where we would bring this group over to the

Pentagon, the White Hige, the State Department, for meetifyansfeld was a very

curiousguyHe 6 s a very combaHe Ovse npoetr sao np arnt iac urloaorni.
diplomat.He would kind of lecture these leadérs hey 6 r e al | |l eaders in
the Kurdish leadershp, guys | i ke Hoshyar Zebari whoos
who went on to become the foreign minister of the new Hag.6 s now mi ni ster o
something else, minister of finance mayRemsfeld would lecture them aften the

implied point of the letire from Rumsfeld or Cheney or others, the Harers, was

AYou need to get behind Ahmed Chal abi . o

They|[the other Iragi leadersl i dndét | i ke TARmed i dm&ltabirust Ahr
Chalabi.They felt he had oumaneuvered them within the INC (which tad).Chalabi
was getting all the press, the interviews with\Wiashington Posind60 Minutes|f you

ever saw him, hebdés a very impressive, articu
There were all kinds of suspicions about how he stole his monaytti® Petra Bank in
JordanHe has a doctorate i n maAnthhe hea theearsof heds

the neocons Richard Pearle, Doug Feith, Wolfowitz, guys like John Hannah, which

translated into he had the ear of the president and vice preaiaksécretary of defense.

These other Iragi leaders did ndheyi the Kurds in particular were grumpy about it.

One, because they felt Chal abi betrayed t hen
be a coup backed by us against Sadddm.detailsofn i s are very fuzzy, b
relationship with the Kurds was very bad afte6Sito t hey di dndét trust Cha
intentions of agreeing that Chalabi was going to be the next president dirchthe

Kurds had real poweihey controlled teitory and had a reasonably wélained and

armed military in the peshmergehe Kurds were our most ardent supporters, and still

are today, in IragAs an American, you can go to Erbil and be greeted with thanks for

liberating Iraq and gettingrid of Ssa@dn Hussein; thatodos nlat true |
Kurdistan, my daughter was just there, sheods
traveled to northern Iraq a couple of times to report on the K8tils the United States

and George W. Bush arick Cheney are still heroes in Kurdistan because they got rid

of Saddam Hussein.

The | ast point 106l make about the preparat.
of Irag. You asked how much planning was going on for the-Sastdam eraRan is

now being pushed asidéhe Iran desk officeir we had two Iran desk officershey had

to wave their papers in the air for attention; everything was focused on Iraq in our desk

and in NEA and in the buildingone of my jobs was to increase staffing asnveee

looking at a much more complicated relationship with Iraq and in Irag, and | was looking

around all over the building hiring peoplavas not yet at the point of dragooning people

to go to Irag because we we steptiocnWewahttosayi ng,
persuade Saddam to give up his weapons of ma
and take them from you. o
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By the way, on that point before | go back to the Future of Irael. on WMD, there has

been much more written abouthian | will say hereThe intel was always shakyhile

it was not a major driver of what we were doing, the president was making his decision to
go in. The persuasive public point was weapons of mass destrugtdhe public

narrative about the needpoevent Saddam from getting these weapons and using these
weapons was paramount, in the intel community, guys at my level over at the agency, at
DIA (Defense Intelligence Agency), at the Pentagon, in INR at Btidey were all

looking at this stuffandesy i n g, AThi sl ti®s predltlyy fdii fmsiycul t
solid case based on reliable intel that Saddamastieating his weapons of mass
destruct i blischegnraadgpio a partioulaviost folks thought the nuclear

program wagretty much in suspension.

There were a couple of occasions, one | remember very well because Ahmed Chalabi
generated this I nformati ohcosdabbuh$50j000qa Pr ogr an

month, one of the biggest prograrite was supposedtogiverad | t he i nf or mat i
gathered, and he would neverdothi® woul d show me his newspapé¢
doing it for propaganda and here are the art
send me some other information that was mostly opercestuff.So one time | went to

London and said, AFirst of all, we know that
insid#del dagn®@t deny it; he didndt call them
supportersil s ai d, A Thi s rmaton @ograrh\\e rahmotsuseiecoromic n f o

s uppor i ESFumhichssavhat the Congress was giving for this progrénw e

canodét use this foBtanei Déepbati mentseddaanoygr mmn i
have to go to the Hill every monthtotdlko Senat or Leahyds staff an
w e Odoimg with our money,and lhado prove to them that weore
in a really reasonable and responsi bl e way,
month to a program and | have absdluteo idea where the money was going.

So we had to shut this program dows.it turned out, a lot of the intel that the people
were using back here as evidence that WMD existed was being generated by Ahmed
Chalabi through this program.

Q: Did you meet @alabi?

KRAJESKI:Many timesHe di d not, itds not personal, bu
over the moneyHe and some of his supporters, Jesse Helms and Danny Pletka (one of

his staffers) on the Hill, John Hannah in the Office of the Vice Presialeditnany

others believed we should just write Ahmed a check for $25 million a year and say,

ASpend it wisely and weol | supplheyt you as yo
under stood t hat Buttheyyhoughi welslonlddo evergthing iir aut .

power to help Chalabi.

| have a $25 million program, | had accountants working for me, people keeping track of

the moneyl had program officers we treated it as an aid program and we had to
account forthe money. was sayi ng t o akethimmdnédyeviayfeomgoi ng t
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you; starting next month, weodr e Sigimginsi ng t he
his office in London, a couple of his aides were with Himaswith a guy named Ethan

Goldrichh whodés now our DCM ificerAdadon, talkekngmeaas a pol
around to all the oppositionguy@.hal abi was furious, pounded t
dondt unwlilkedo ar sag angthing to persuade the United States of America to

use its military to take down Saddam, and if you gei n  myThen heykiédof

stopped, calmed down a hbite saw us as being obstructionists as welid succeed in

taking the moneyawaywo | f owi t z was very unhappy, he sai
program, | ook iaheshowedmeitheteloi tmae y dme Igadner at i ng
At hat 6s gr eat b uDefensesshoaldpayfar it, praChA orfDbArshotlch i s .

run it. State Department/NEA should not be running a clandestine intelligence gathering

progaml candét go tondiomr Rieaslkyds (9phafSke) fAand s
clandestine progr am, | canodot tell you anythi
Rieser would Hetwany &dhegqadoadfduy, but he didnd
thought it was all a waste of money anywidye 6 s a VadightifietedtVermonter.

Il t hi nk he 6 sHesvouid fuh mevthraudh the rengefi Wher eds t he mone
g o i nAgdrsof all our programs.

We did succeed indoingthis. dondt believe that Wol fowitz e
persuadig DIA that we should fund iBy then there was enough information that had

come ini this is July, August, September 200they were convinced, and the president

| think was convinced, that Saddam had weapons of mass destriitokicker on all

thatof course was when Rell in February 2003, went before the Security Council and

made his pitch, including some photographs and use oftintelat Sadddmmdés chem
program was very much active.

Q: Did you get a feel for Powell and how he developed deetitne on this issue?

KRAJESKI: First, if you were in the State Department in 2001 when Colin Powell first

came in as secretary of State, it was a very positive YWeewere very enthusiastic about

Powel |l 6s | eadership of eigmServictPawelkhadergab r t me nt
sense of service, and he valued the Foreign Seie&eade it very clear that he

intended to get his expertise from the ranks of the State Department, from his

ambassadors, from the embassies, from Foreign Service affieeused to go down to

the cafeteria, sit and drink coffee with folk$e eliminated a lot of these special

ambassador and speci al envoy posithei ons, of w
Obama administration loves thethwas a natural tendency, whgou have a problem

you appoint a special envoy, and you give him a little office in the State Department and

the problem is now solve®. o we | | emptied these Wdergaly he di dn
did focus on the structure of the State Departni¢@twas a very good leader, and we

loved him.I think most Foreign Service officers in those couple of years really admired

Colin Powell.

On this issue, however, hereally letusdoivn. k now heébés addressed thi.

books.It was clear at thbeginning, and you got this through Armitage and Crocker, that
we were very skeptical at the idea of using military foldee Powell Doctriné only use
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it when you have a clear victory, a clear en
happen afterwals. Then you mount overwhelming force, you ddHe was very
skeptical of the use of militaryforce. dono6t t hi nk Pdotdwseaidt he need

AALl I right, there ar e arherear alotbfthbeatgddtotheu y s ar o u
secut y to the United Butant scaleochimmoediacyor intbnsity wor | d .
of the threat, Saddamdés Iraq in 2001 | donot

take military actionl think we could have controllédwe wer endét eat hewé €6t o
word, containment.

Q: We had planes flying all over the place.

KRAJESKI: After Kuwait, Saddam had done very littTEhere was talk that he was
supporting Al Qaeda; we never saw much intel that supportedHbatas clearly a bad
guy. For mysel, during that period before the war, after | took the job on the desk and
before the war, my particular job as | said was contacts with the Iragi exile community,
starting with the leadershipalso went out to Michigan, to Flint and to another place

[Dearbornlwh er e t hereds a huge Il raqi community, m
Muslim Iraqgi as well, and talked to theart of each of these meetings, whether it was

in London with | eadership, whether int was | u
totalesofhorroyouéd | i sten to what Saddam had done

families. Daughters being kidnapped and raped, people thrown in prison in these little,

they called them coffin cell©ne guy | know, | still stay in touch wiithim, Hatem

Mukhlis, his father was a diplomat and a general who Saddam had mistrusted and

arrestedHe spent like six monthsinacoffihthey f ed hi m once a day,

he stayedl guess they had air holes so he could bredthen they executedrh. Hatem

had fled to the Hetlkemang[lragis)ihad supportedaSaddam ind 8 0 s .

the |l ate 0670s as being a tough guyHe the kind
is now back agaifintheUS] heb6s an emer gAmdpusitale aftertme.p hy si ci

The Shia after 691, the atrocities committed
executiond we discovered mass graves all over the place in the south when we went in

in 2003.The Kurds, my friends the Kurds who are as toughrgshuman beings on

Earthl1 6d be sitting having a drink with Hoshya
these talesf atrocities during the Anfahtthe end of the Iradran War of the 1980s,

when Saddam decided he was going to punish the Kurdsiforing Iran. They went

in and wiped out villages, and of course the gas attacks, Halabja being the one people
rememberBut there were more than a dozen of these attacks on Kurdish villages, using

gas.

Saddam was a really bad giut all of that take coldlyi was he an immediate and

serious threat to the United States of America®uld have to say then, nAnd now

looking back at it all, ndBut the president disagreethe president was convinced that
Saddamob sprogem pad to be stoppetinbt now, laterlf it was later it was

going to be at much greater cost, and the risk of an attack on the United States, either in
the United States or on one of our allies or our facilities overseas, the prospects of an
attack were realAnd after 9/11he was going to stop it; he was going to prevent that
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attack emanating from Saddam Hussein from occurkegdisagreed with Tom Krajeski
and a lot of other peopl@nce he made that decision, which he made relatively early, we
supported it.

Q: Were neoon believers brought in to talk to you all or not?

KRAJESKI: In the early days, say the first six months of 2002, as this process of slowly
marginalizing State was taking place, Powell was still very much in the debate, attending
the meetingsThere was tthe working level, my level, there was a lot of intense
discussion over at the Old Executive Office Building, over at the Pentagon, in State, with

people |Ii ke John Hannah and othersWgoing, 0Y
need to convinceyouhat i tdéds going to be necessary to
that Ahmed Chal abi Yiesstheheiwasatobofiur al successor

And there was a lot of frustration and anger even among the working level neocons if you

want to call them that; sagrof them were bureaucrats, some were political appoirtees.

remember in particular a guy named Harold Rhode, still arddawchld was a true

believer in Ahmed Chal abi and Chal Wéi 6s mi ss
had a meeting over at themagon with the Kurds | remember Hoshyar Zebari being in

this meeting with Doug Feith, the under secretddg. 6r e i n hi s office, an:i
not in this meeting though he was aroufidere was a lot of discussion about Chalabi

and Hoshyarwasexpies ng hi s doubt about Chal abi ds cre
Chalabi very muchFeith was arguing back and forth about what would we do in a post

Saddam Irag, how would we form a government, what place would the Kurds have?

Reasonable points, but cleattying to support forming a governmentexile. There

was a movement in the six months before the war to try to form a goverimrexike,

which we opposed, led by Chalabioshyar would have none ofi.e s ai[the 0§ We
Kurds]live in Iraqg, not in e’e. We control onehird of the country, with your great
assistance and helpd (the Kur dbeddlinaddbupt want
it.

After that meeting we were walking down one of the long corridors in the Pentagon, and

Rhode got up ttloshyai Hos hyar 6s a big man and really t
assassin, hewas averytoughdgdyy gr abbed Hoshyar by the arm
dondt get with the progr anmVedweld rjeu sgtoipnugs ht oy od
a s i dtleougbt if Hoshyar had had a knife, he would have stabbed @mgarroted,

strangled him, he got so angmhere was that level of almost fanaticism among the

neoconsAll of these labels are hard to appiymong a certain cadre in the Office of the

Secretary of Defese, which is where Rhode was, there were true believers and they

believed we had to get rid of Saddam Hussein, and Chalabi was the guy.

C

Q: How about Dick Cheney®?as he a figure or beyond your é?
KRAJESKI: John Hannah who was one of his foreign policygyiiddle East guy, was

the one ldealtwithTf her e wer e others, including whatos
secretary for European affairs (Toria Nularshe was working at that time for the
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Office of the Vice PresidenCheneyi what | knew about Chey is what | read in the

pressOccasional comments from guys like Armitage or Powell about Chénegs

clear he had great influence, but he never injected himself in any of the meetings | was in.
People would invoke hisidaeme wahtys Bahiesyt onh
that time in the discussion, m&D02, they had the president of the United States, and that

was enough for all of us.

There was a certain point when we were pretty sure this was going to happen, we had a

small inrhouse meting, usually late in the evening (the hours were killivge were

sittinginRyan Cr ocker 6 sooddds eofofri cJéa m LeaRwas t he
We had just come down from a meeting with Mark Grossman in his dffivas

Crocker whaoesiasidon®d hkeen made, wedre going
going to drive Saddam out of power with our militdryt 6 s not i n any docume
show to you,Anldutt hiethé sheclsemdrd.,0 AiThi s i s going
mistake that angf us will ever be involvedinWe 6 r e al |l going to have t

deci sion whether or not we dHepparntd,t fMildm wWhoe
todoit]1 6m a Foreign Service offiYoeallhaveltod m goi ng
d e c i Gtogker @bviously is one of the key figures throughout the early years and the

surge years (I went back and worked with Crocker againin2008)d on 6t parti cul a
like him but | admire him greatlyHe made the point.

Wedbre going to go niThereavash varyan&ive befed, tbstesethbyd o w

Ahmed Chalabi, among the neocon supporters within the administration that this was

going to be eas¥very single one of them will deny it, but you could tell they thought

we State guys were just waving thetea flags about tribal loyalties and breakdown of
security and infrastructure probl efsy, that w
woul d say, ATher e 6Tbeyrally belewdthistwas gbiregkoehappem e r . 0
relatively quickly,anb nce t hey #Acut off tib@dayswasthe 06 t hat

figureiiwe ol | start withdrawing o@Andthelragiops and
security forces and the police, who were not under Saddam Hsgdeprovide

securitypi | d bnowbwhere they get those ideBsAl | t hi s great middl e
Iragis will come flooding back in, investingmon&ou guys at State, youbd
red flags because you donét want to do this,

doingeer yt hing you possibly can to obstruct. o

So we d aguymamelddom Warrick who is now a deputy assistant secretary over
at Homeland Security, Tom was | think a scheduleli@sically came in with the Clinton
admini strati on i n orkdn8alkandsBuedVlesthesBalkaaswgser t o w
pretty much done, he stayed through the early days Blish.He had switched over to

Iraq after 1998 and the Iraq Liberation Act and veatkvith Frank Ricciardone dmaq
liberation.He was in my office, workinfpr mei a very smart guy, very dedicated, very
antrAhmed ChalabiHe had the first idea that we need rioMarch or April 2002 to

at least begin the practical planning for pSatddamHe called it the Future of Iraq

project.It was divided into eightr nine different segments, all the way from the political
piece of iti how would the constitution be writtelfow would the government be
formed?What do we need to do in advance of military action to start @@aitacts
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inside and outsidefle looked athings like electricity, water, roads, education,

healthcareHe had a Rol odex unli ke anybody el sebs
London, in Europe, in Kurdistan, in Turkdyagis who had some degree of experience or
expertise in these areas.

Forabout six months, he worked his butt &ffe all tried to help him; | gave him staff to

do this, in trying to expand each of these programs within the Future of Irag project.

remember we had a big political meeting in London in November or DecembeNZ802.

would frequently have smaller meetings of people focusing on things like infrastructure,

health, securityWe recognized it was going to be difficult to secure the streets once

Saddam was gone, and we would need some kind of security force ready fargeent

looting. It was Tom and his small group of peofitatfocused on thisTom was despised

and distrusted by this group of neocon true belieWtsat they saw Tom doing was

raising barriers agagt the decisionto gmiii Th e e | e c tnrerriole shape, gr i dd s i
webre going to have to Yiomme ki ggtoelnyg @groo wiecke be
and blackouts everywhere.t 6 s going to cause morale probl e
we get the material and the experts into Irag immediately ier dockeep the electricity

gr i d f u nThetoiligpmtecting theéoil (that was the one thing the Pentagon agreed

with him on) faciltiesThey saw all of this as just the Si
saying we shouldnoédl ddédst gios hgi t owblkl elhsyt 0o

We took some of the money from the $25 million | was talking about to support the
meetings and the planning for all of these different progréveswanted the Middle East
Institute to run it, not Stafew e &upport themA guy named David Mack, a former
ambassador to the UAE

Ql 6ve interviewed hi m.

KRAJESKI:Now at MEI (Middle East InstituteHe 6 s t he one who tol d me
this[an oral history] | still see DavidHe was at MEI in 2002; heos
speakerWe went t o him and s a ifdure ofirddeptojectfori ke you

u s SodVEIl would organize these different conferences and meetings around the world.

He agreed; we had the first session that Ahmed Chialadireally hated that weere

doing this because he felt he had the planning under coritdlhe had to because it

was the money and he was the head of the INC so he had to bé teerember that

first meeting, | think he came for an hour, late, and left ebldywas on th cell phone

the whole timelt was over at the Meridian House orfMS$treet.

Literally, that next day, Ned Walker who had retired from the State Department, he was
the head of MEIDavid might have been the vice president of Mi#d gave an
interview with CNN (Cable News Network) or somebody in which he just lambasted the

admini strationds p o Realywenbafterthesnrvargdriticdlhed Pal es't
next day, | was told, JimaRoccot ol d me, fAWe canowWwewgereve MEI t h
going to gve them a $5 million grant to run this program, in June 2002, and Jim said,

AJust got the word from the seventhdfl oor, t
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about their Israel policy, sbo mo n e y Sb wea hadMididke ibback in and run it
ourselves.

So | hired a lot of people to work with Tom, we gave Tom new offices &neding

space in the State Departmentswaally difficult so we found offices somewhere near

the White House, H Street and™ We expanded itAt the end of the daylanuary of

2003 when the decision was made to do the military invasion, after the UN dance was

over, thatodés when the Pentagon appointed Jay
the civilian organization that would come in right after the military @netsee the

transition on the ground from military control to Iraqi civilian contAgain, with the

clear notion that this was going to take three mor@®.r ner 6 s i nstructions
on humanitarian reliefndeed, his organization was called ORHhe Organization for

Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistarigarner and the Pentagon at the same time

set up their own little Future of Iraq project, taking a lot of the people that Tom had

recruitedBut t hey t oioand]lheanhthis sailycsomiebody, that Wolfowitz

said, AState has done a very lnidbcse aamacemigs ae
| evel academic exercise; now weoll -do the re
Saddam ®hey appointed Garner, who svaerywell respected.

Q: He did a good job with the Kurds.

KRAJESKI: With Operation Provide Comfort iin

Q: Feeding the Kurds.

KRAJESKI: Basically saved their butts, and at the same time reestablishedfllye no
zones in the north, very effectivel@arnerstill makes a lot of money as a consultant for

the Kurds on business matters; they consider him a heever met him; | sat in on
meetingd because we sent Toide [Garner]was recruiting people from all over the

governmentHe had a big budgeffocusee mo st l 'y on AWhat i f Saddam
fields[onfire]?Wh at i f he Dbl ows up poiwwasanpclipatedt s, bl o
webd have 500,000 instant refugees, displ ace

t hem, feed thEmat €4 owhat t hem?Pads focused on.

This has been written about i n @&ahenumber of b
As s as s i,whick | thidlais probably still the best book about the year before the

war and the CPA (Coalition Provisional Authority) thesfiyear after the waHe talks

about this first meeting they were called something like rock studies or rock grdups.6 s

a military term for getting people together in a big room and just throwing issues out

there, trying to get ideas badRarner invted folks from all over the government who

were involved We sent Tom Warrick obviouslyi to this meeting.

It was at the Pentagon, | think there were maybe 50 or 60 people in theGaorar

woul d | ook at the mil it aralyutht¢ dentmcigygrgl@of i r st an
we have maps of the electricity grib® we know where the crucial generating plants
are, wheraret he o1 | pi pelines f eTaanilitay gugslare tke,r i ci t y
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A We don 6And Tom Warricbwouldraisei s hand and say, | 6ve
with the former minister of et#ricity who now livesirMi chi gan, and wedve g
team together and he is putting together map
Garner sai d,ThisiiStheway i shgretaodory runs anyway, a
good reporter so | think tThenhswooldgoonso tr ue, a
anothei Awh at ab ouHowlyeais Hedlticcare i IfPag nowhat level can

we expectWhat if we getrefugep o pu |l aAmndntsi?P® mi |l i tary guys go
Webre planning a war her e, Tomevoudoaséhtis know any
hand and say, AWe just had a meeting of heal
the level of healthcare, how do we mgit Iragi doctors from London and New York who

would be willing to come back as soon as Sad

A
0

According to
They said, fl
t eaWe 0sai d,
Gar nWaedroe bi

d

ports, at the end of the sess
s Tom WaGanecksaf dt hédl Swaneé De
A Tom, pack up your office and
g guys; there was a |l ot of grumb
and OSD ha taken over t heersWwdnowasintipeo!l i cy, but
process of doing this when somebody at OSD h
that weol | have TomTh¥atoryis tleek went aghtkathegiceon t hi s.
presidentantheys ai d, fAYoudbve got we dahlbtPovaaltl and
Wa r r i Wehich hdygpenediarrick got pulled back. | went to a couple of meetings but

| didndédt have anywhere near Waesentioekabs expert
few others, people like Steve Beecroft would go oBet.Beecroft vas focused mostly

on the military stuff.

We watched them prepare for something that w
He[Saddamldi dndét bl ow Hiep dhiidsn doti Ibilfheerlbdis’abndtdges.
huge refugee or displaced person problerh er e wasnét a hWhatani t ar i al
they had was a security problem, as you know. And that they were not prepared for.

The invasi Bryddg hien wMgr,chat t hi s particular poi
job. 6ve been t her e rsandeputy, ghe lobbpying for jobsvalvayy takas

place in the November, December period before thegnt up to JinLaRoccq | had

just been promoted into the senior service so lwas a mamled OC1 s ai d, fAMy nex
job should be a DCM. h a v e a BGM; Iwaseansuyeneral in DubaiThe DCM

jobsin Tunis, Damascus, and Jordan were all opening in the surhreally want one of

those, and | r dladwrten thenkdewn ba, myish listuHe glanced
at it, picked up the papeand dropped it in the waste baskkmn is like an old Mafioso;
herunsthefamil | i ke hi m enor moulsd we (wormkee ¢ ewiptl e H

since then over at National Defense University, b@. 6 s Vv e ¥eyy garrulous, c t .

loves to talkH e 6r@am Chicago so we talked baseball, he likes the White Sox, I like the
RedSoxNow heds a devlium jNegti omuwdtse d aint. asi de a
know what weor e dustibeamgwitht udVhat lovanivyou tb doynawus.

become the diet or o f David Peardéeusrdnt disector of NGAjvas being
peggedtobeconsgle ner al in Jerusalem, one of NEAG6s |
positions as far as promotiongo#e consi der it an embassy (car
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The CG in Jerusate is easily as important if not more important than many of the
ambassadorships in NEA.

Q: 1 did a very long set of interviews with Ed Abington.

KRAJESKLEd i s one who didndét survive it well kB ¢
did the right thingJim said[to me], AWe have something in mind f
want you to beadirnyedtiamdbd wanhadalsoméde di r ect c
the decision, which | was working with Jim on, on how we would create an Iragvilesk.

were goimg to split Iran out, it was going to go to ARRvhich it did for a while, the

Arabian Peninsula desknd we were going to have an Iragly desk We had started

with about five officers, we were up to about 35 in December of 200G&s finding new

spacs, we were movingovertoH Streete s ai d Al want you to be t
desXow canét say no to Jim first of all, and
About two weeks | atWerborhee gsoaindy, tfCaogmev eo ny owp .a
j obwasstunned. t hought DCM was where Illsad,houl d be,

AWhemHe?®ai d, Al ¢ aBdltventbackto mywfe ant $hawas y et . 0
convinced it was going to be Abu Dhabi, which was opening up asAviellv weeks
afterthathesad, Al t 6s g ¥ e mginwasstilll gear@veay feom going to

Yemen, | had to be director of the desk and spend three months with the CPA and Jerry
Bremer in Irag.

Q: What | want to do, sort of skip thid/here were you, personal account of 9/11, how
did this hit you?

KRAJESKI: In the first case, it hit me like it hit everybody else, like a ton of britks.

was unbelievabléNe all remember where we wetavas in my office over at the State
Department, on the fourth fio. We had inner offices that overlooked the heating vents,
where NGA wasAt least | had a windowDavid Pearce and Ryan Crocker were literally
in the air on the way to the UN for meetings with this multilateral group on Afghanistan,
but also were goingptmeet with the Iranians on 9/Ilhey were taking the shuttle up to
LaGuardiaThey were literally in the air as the tower was Bivid said as they were
making their approach, one of the towers was onkverybody was looking out the

plane, wonderig what was going on there was a big fire in the World Trade Center.
Then they came around and made their approach to LaGuardia.

| was head of the desk; | had gone off to some meetings up on the sixth floor, with Burns,

staff meetingsHad just come dowat 8:45 in the morning when the tower was hite
everybody, | saw CNN on the scr@eomhanging o
colleagies, Beecroft or Warrick or Yagedomebody a guy named Michael McGowan, a

first tour officer, was doingthelkr ds, sai d AJesus,Justsbarmg t ake a
at the scene at the scr eenlThenboam,ithe ghed What t he
towergetshitThen t he Pentagon gets hit, and sudden

We evacuated the buildingrememler the alarms going off, the evacuatibolosed up
my office, shut up theafes, filled mybag as if | was going home and walked ce

173



walked over to Columbia Plaza which was our gathering pibwas pretty chaotic.

Pent ag o n 6lkis 92004 so ndbody has smart phonBsit a lot of folks have

cell phones, people are listening to the ralfizvas really scaryAt that point, about

10: 30 or so, it was <clear t Wheywewbgureg) 6t goi ng
Aot her Wedidhgdt hh.ave mudil hienfWhi met Homse i s goi
A plane justwentdowniRennsyl vani a; pth e yheyjustishukdewntd 6

air traffic in the entire countryso | decided to get on the Metro and go holmeas

fortunate tado that because they shut the Metro down about an heuraftl 6 d gott en o
S o batkimome, processing this with nigmily; my son and my wife were there, my
daughterswereincollege.t 6 s | i kefiWbhat | i 81awhboo sd. iadt tiatc?ko?

Y o u {ust watching the news, not going back to the department (I did go back the next

day) and realizing during the course of that day that this is going to change everything.

We had been dramatically attacked and we were going to go after whoever attacked us.

All of us, whatever we were doing, particularly those of us working on Middle East

issues, we were going to be changing tr&ek.went as | said from our focus on opening

with Iran (though we kept part of that) to focusing on Saddam Hussein and Iraqg.

Q:Was there in all the reaction, that Athis

KRAJESKI:No.Ther e was some of that | think, | wou
crazier folks among the neocon comnBuni ty di d
in the immediate feermath, as it became apparent that this was an Al Qaeda operation,

there was never any intel or serious analysis that | saw within the department and

elsewhere that Saddam had anything to dowithitatalld on 6t t hi nk t her eds
one iota of exdence presented sindéée hat ed Al Qaeda, and they d

Q:He was basically secul ar é

KRAJESKI: Anyone who threatened the established leaderBbipbetter or worse, in

2001 Saddam was still the recognized leader of an independent cowtriielmould

use Al Qaeda to the extent he might be abl®e saw very little information at any

pointof contactsT her e wer e stories that would wander
with some guy in Czechoslovakiao.

Q: This was Curveball.

KRAJESKI: Right. There were reports. But the Czechs themselves had discredited it.

remember somebody at the Pentagon showing me this report, it was highly classified

then, showing that this meeting had taken pl
senior represdatives and these guys in Prague who were Al Qaeda reldtedzechs
afterwards said AWe have single source on th
ever t o8Wwepéecaead¢hatd was true.

The whole atmosphere of this pla€erthe president, suddemjpur decisioamaking

paradigm ha just shiftedThe most serious attack against the United States since Pearl
Harbor.Twenty-five hundred people killedPhese two enormous towers taken down, the

174



A

Pentagon attacket.f | 6 m hheoprebedbnited States, I 6 m
George W.Bushdidl 6 m going to go afltéenn gtohien gp etoop | ues ewt
bit of authority, power, every relationship
and we drive these pee@pinto the ground//hich is what he should have doie lost

thatimpetusl 6 m not an e x plesedto bare tossitig dnahe Afghanestan
meetings that Richard Haass whods head of th
then S/P, the senipolicy advisor to the secretalye had a meeting every day at 5:00 in

the afternoon in his office, about 25 people from around the government, efatiban

AfghanistanA | ot of money guys from Al D, AHow ar e
Bythispoin Cr ocker had already rai s@atkelhi s hand t
hated Washington even more than | did, than anybodyH#idvas very proud of his |

think 38 years in the Foreign Service, of which two were spent working in Washington?

Bill Burns used to laugh and say whenever you could recruit Ryan to come back he

would find some crisis and volunteer for it just to get the hell out of Washingeshad

been a yeaanda-half in Washington as a deputy assistant secrefargoon it was clear

we wee going to reopen the embassy in Kabul, he volunteered to be the guy to go in and

open it.He was perfect for it, exactthe person to have do danuary 2002But he left

us!He went off to Afghanistan.

| used to have to go to these meetingsinRthaHa as s 6 of fi ce once a da
hour.My purpose in being there was to gather notes about how they were doing this,

because we were going to have to do this for Iraq,Tthis. is January, February 200

what | know of Afghanistan was learnedrin that time.

You know, 9/11 still resonateAround the government and around the country. 6 s b e en

used for different purposes.6 m not a big fan of the PATRI OT
Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Inteacep

Obstruct Terrorism Act of 20010), though | h
balance between personal privacy and security.

QI dondt get too upset kkhdamogettout of hamd apdesonseo n a | p
of the pdaospl e | donobt

KRAJESKI:That 6s t Aidepgoblkeemment t &ouhavet o say, 0’
nothingtoworryaboutY ou6r e a good upstanding citizen,
us | istening to your phone call s. o

Q:Then yo
their own endsT h
you director

ubve got Wellvetalking abputipedple whe luse evants fod
i's is a good pl aciet hteoy 6srteo pg;o iwegd [tlo pm

KRAJESKI: The director of the I raq office but 1in
relieve the first grop of people.David Pearce and Yael bpert went in with Jay Garner

in March of 2003, as part of ORHA, to do the political organizing thidrey have some

great stories to tell of living in the palace literally a week after the military had cleared
Baghdadorthem.T hey went i n i n Mar cThenexbtpancleul v t hey 6
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me and a bunch of others are going in to staff what was then called the Coalition
Provisional Authority, headed by Jerry Bremaras assigned to be the deputy in the
governanceection, in the political office, for Bremdor the CPA.Crocker had been the
director, and a guy named Scott Carpentio now works for Google, a political
appointee but a very smart, dedicated guy; did mostly development and humanitarian
work, but fe is the directorThis is JulyWe were only going in for three months; Bremer
called us thé90 day wonders,because Armitage did not want to send me and others for
a long periodWe were being seconded to the Pentagtate Department had no formal
leadership role in Iraq until the embassy was opened in June 2004.

Q: As a matter of fact, Rumsfeld vetoed a lot of people with experience.

KRAJESKI: He sure did including Tom WarrickBefore we do quit as we were

planning, part of the planning was were going to open an embaskySeptember of

2002, Crocker had a meeting with me and ot he
e mb a sHe put nde in charge of the plans to staff the initial group of people who would

go in.l worked with DS, with the irdrmation management people who have these

packages, literally boxes of classified communications equipment that can be loaded on a

plane and set in place immediatdlye had meetings with the Poles; the Poles were our

protecting power in Iraqihey were Ning in our old embassyur first embassy had

been taken over by Saddam and made into the
that piece of property, | thinkgecond one was across the river near the universigy.

Poles were occupying it, anceve prepared to turn it over to us when we cameéhe.

assumption waswewouldgoi@.r ocker woul d become cihar g® dbo:
we didndot have dipl omati c -estwdigdfthamPribewe d s | r a
a very formal set gbrocedures to go through as you set up an interests office and then

you establish a charg€ou have to have a government to exchange credentials with.

There was a lot of planning.et h Payne, sheds here at FSI, r
herei she was ging to be one of the consular officevge had our DS officers chosen, |

had an admin guy ready to go We were all going to go to Kuwait and get on one of

these enormous Russian plande leased one of the largest freight&® had armored

vehicles narked out for us; we had a whole embassy in a plane ready to go into Baghdad,

land, go to the Polish building, and become an embé#ssgs not naive, but perhaps not

a practical plan, but we had it in place.

Somdime before Crocker went to Afghanistaior maybe it wasaRoccq in January,

February 2003, just before the invasiire]ls ai d A For get about the emt
going to belekdmofshodkhishead.Sd at e wi | | not send at
until Defense saygve can] Defenseisgoim t o And they did runat.

Q: Today is the 8 of May, 2016, with Tom Krajeski.o m, we d r eNVhenfafid t o | r aq
how did you get there?

KRAJESKI: It was 2003, shortly after the CPA was formégiou remember when we

first went into Irag and | wathe director of the Iraq desk (it was called the Iran/Iraq desk
then, NGA)i we just created an independent Iraq desk as | was dgtiaigg was sending
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out MAconsigneeso, t ho tghatedAte factthat weeweregoing d t h at
to work for tre Department of Defenskdeed, he forbid me from getting a CAC, a

common access card, because he sakVNduaieuore
going on a 90 day TDY (temporary duty); | was to go out and take over as deputy of what

we called the geernance office within the Coalition Provisional Authorityold you,

when | was on the Irag desk, we at State thought naively that we would establish an

embassy in Baghdad once the military had dep8seldlam Husseitndeed, we had

planned, gathered kiles, personel, we hadceverybody ready to géVe had even hired

one of these giant Russian transports, | think an Antonov, the largest cargo plane in the

world. We had armored vehicles, six of théie had all our communications, this

classified stufin a box, communications in a boabout the size of this room, that they

would just roll onto a planénd we had a building picked ougain, a little naive here

as we were planning, thinking we were going to be able to go and open the embassy.

Q: Veryfrankly, the whole processthe military. The problem was going to be to get
through the waving flags.

KRAJESKI: The military did its job as they were told to dolihere were a lot of

military [officers] who thought this was going to be a much biggbrthan their bosses

thought it was going to bé&s we were planning for this, it was clear that DOD

| eadership and the vice presidentodés office D
They were right that it was not going to take too longtoantiti | v def eat Saddam
and depose hinBut they also believed there would be a very, very short Stegy

would say, | heard in meetingfiwi t hin three months, the mil.i!
withdrawal from Irag and an Iragi government will have be¢na$ | i Ssoh etdh. adt 6 s

what we were going on.

So we said, AOK, wedre going thadtddave to have

research on how you restore diplomatic relati@msaking[diplomatic relations]s a

breeze, you | ust ansl goyleaveBrimgng then black \& hat@Hrst,y o u 0

you need agvernment with whom to deadiplomatic relations are not country to

country, t he Weéweeeplanniagttedo thai, but liteeally @ month before

the war began in March 2003, DOBformed us there would be no embassy in Iraq, that

DOD would run whatever American presence was established, civilian or otherwise.

They established the ORHA, Office of Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance,

headed by a former general, Jay Garfbat would be the civilian component that would

closely follow the military into Iraq and establish civilian offices that would handle
reconstruction and humanitarian assistafbere was nobody out there talking about

government a little bit. There was anove to establish a government in exile, headed by

Ahmed ChalabiThat was one of the few victories we had at State, we persuaded the

president that establishing a government in exile to be parachuted in was a bad idea; it
probably would not be wellreceavd by | raqgi s. | 6m not sure if
think it wouldndét have been well received, b
that would have been a better option.
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ORHA was very shodived. Wi t hi n a month, Jay G@atarianrer sai d,
cat ast r oSpahded ahne rdei.don 6t | i ght his oil fields af
doHe did not blow up bridges, he did not mas
even fight a rearguard actidde just disappeared, his government eckway, we

rolled into Baghdad largely unopposed and with relatively little damaged on 6t know
when you first went to Baghdad, but in 2003 when | arrived in Baghdad in July, | was

surprised at how little war damage there was in the courdtw. few bricdges and

buildings were damagédin the Green Zone one famous one, it was the communications
headquarters that we had taken out, but we only took out a piece of it where the satellite
antennasweré.t was recogni zed withi nmisasiomsontt h t hat
was disbanded and replaced by the Coalition Provisional Authority, headed by Jerry

Bremer.With the notion that he and a very large and sMwatided team of military and

civilians would take charge of the countithis was happening as thetomg was

reaching its peak, and it was recognized that we had -tloesground securityThe

military was not prepared and had not been ordered to prepare to establish security on the
ground after Saddam leftsat in a meeting in which a very senddficial at DOD, Doug

Feith, said fAiWe wonot 4Hraneddandindepententandhataqi p ol
corrupt.They with good leadership will be able to provide secuitpm d t hey 6r e tr ust
by the I raqi people. o

|l dondot know withesinrmatibnd wak sitttng next ® a guy from the

agency atthismeetingVe | ooked at each other a@ahed shook
police are corrupt, theyoére badly trained, t
pockets and the Iragiepo p | e h arheee washme prelparatioBo it was recognized

about a month in, AHoly shit, wedrWein a muc
are going to have to take control, not just
take controlot h e <c olunnterfyf.eoct , be t hleorasboud timeyrity s gove

turned out to be one year.

So Jerry Bremer, Foreign Service officer, a very distinguished and accomplished guy,
had been ambassador once or twitad been executive secretarytioé department and
had retiredHe was a consultant or was running his own little security company.

Q: | interviewed Jerry.

KRAJESKI: A very decent guy and quite intelligent, obvioustg was considered to be

a neutral choicessomewhat surprisingtheite was t he presi dentds choli
how dominant Rumsfeld and Cheney had been in the process up to thatpisiig.
considered Powell 6s victory as well, though
either; he was Heéwetin,pve serd in thefinst géosp 09D dak folks

including my boss David Pearce, who was director of the Iraq desk befo@rooker

went in as head of the governance secttmdreds of people were assigned from all

over the government to go in and wdor CPA.Lots of contractors as wellots of

retired guysd there were guys out teaching at the University of Arizona who got the

phone call in the middle of the night from F
up a dtavasra fascinating gup of folks.
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| went out in the second tranchestayed[in Washingtonjand built the Iraq desk in May
and June, and then in July | replaced Ryan Croclkdthough Scott Carpenter was made
head of governanc&cott was a political appointee sort of, pubfessional, a very
accomplished development officéte now has a senior position at Google, must be
making kabillionsHe was the director and | was deputy director of the governance
section, arriving in Iraq in miduly of 2003 About July 201t wasan outof-body
experience right from the beginnirigterally.

In those days you went in through Kuwait; they had a hotel, the Hilton in Kuwait that

DOD had takenoveMoney was no object in this operati
not lack, and waever had to really even ask for it, Congress just poured money at us.

And we found a lot of money; the amount of $100 bills that Uday and Qusay and Saddam

and all the rest had hidden away in the country, something like $6 billion ddllaraa t 6 s

the figue in my headSome book somewhere gives a number, but there were billions.
remember going intbdawpeantl Qdaggs Thegtdamés t
vied with each other for who was the most despicable and vile, and they really did some

vile things.And they had these grotesquely large, lavish housess a very big house

and was very close to the palateemember being showed a room about this size.

Q: About 15 by 15.

KRAJESKI: And in it was a standard shipping pallet which was aboubyssix or eight
by eight foot.On it was a six by six foot cube, shrimkapped packets of $100 bills.
Brand new, real, unused $100 bildot counterfeitlt was eyepopping.It was a lot of
money.

So | arrived at this very nice hotél.6 d d thenabvaneelwbrk, but my name was not

onanylistsin We di dnoét rlen cw Atthe grpoét €had to flag down this

military guyi | was supposed to be met at the airport and taken in & Miagged down

a guy in uniform andheaHillet aeoa&a, dédl Yomuggengt
Hilton, 0 so | hitwhedbéa ondehwit hshi mhen 1 a
deal, they penciled me iBpent that night at the hotel and the next morning they took us

to the big airbase that we stiave, near the international airpdkhd we waited! went

up to the guyswhorunthe3 0 fl i ghts into Baghdad, and of
eitherANo probl em, Wwedlldnget hyawovwe damed common acc

the secondtimewent | got one for damn sure, but t he
oneThat s the magiEspgacidalwli y hwiDerd egncebdbve got
[specialistwh o6s got the | i stl130G avhd owh gbdftn ontg @et |
youodr et meotl iosnt and don dhadahState D (identiy sa@l), buf or g et

t hat di dinhéet Smaatttee rl.D, | 6d | us-tounbetoegeniopr o mot ed
Foreign Servicel was the equivalent of a orstar[general] But it said FEOC, Fedal

executive officer counselor | believe is what it standsTdn.ey wer e | i ke, @A What

FEOC?Thi s guyb6s a FEOC. o
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Anyway, | got on a listl went into the waiting room, waiting for the flight to come.

Youdbre also supposed tYoupirek swuppals§ledy d wr hayu
personal protective equipment, your vest, Kevlar helmetrdisestant gloves, there was a

whole kit. Specific instruction$ pick it up in Kuwait, bring it with youl had my own

personal gear with me, planning for a threenth stay, and thigf?PE]bag weighed a

hundred pounddhcredibly heavyThes e vests that they wear, I

THIRD PERSONSeventy pounds with the front plate.

KRAJESKI: It was heavyl wasa 53 yearoldguy. t 6 s t oo hangtoflaul | 6 m not
this thing all the way out to the-£30, which is 200 yards away, in the July He#twas

about 3:00 in the morning, too, before we actually tookTdgféy used to go back and

forth, sometimes only doing night flights, other times only dalag flights.It was my

first real experience with the militariyhad worked with defense attachés and offices of

military co-operation; | knew a lot of military guys from my previous assignmyiten

| was in Dubai | worked fairly closely with the Nawgcause the Navy came into the

port there all the timeéBut this was my first boots on the ground experience with the

military. Boy, a lot of clichés came through, including hurry up and wéitL et 6 s go, | et
go, we (Ve dlthastlegqaossdthéea port, it 6 8WewWwakthrodgb 0 degr e
the jersey barriers;walls.We gettheré t her e6s no Wedakhsate out t here.

Interesting point; when | was in the waiting room, filling in all the foribo walked

into the waiting roomAhmedChalabi, trying to getonthe sameplahh ey dondt know
who Ahmed Chalabi is eithdfle was with one other guy; he had just been down in

Kuwait, and he was somebodynd i f anybodyds got pull with
Defense in July 2.BWu3, tihted g uAmlmed GCheael dblse |
know who t h elhddélvduchyoohimlhad keowid him for a couple of

years; we didnot | Butdgotharaoao the flghttheedrs viede ya nsuwciht. .
always wore the most beautifh& i | e Row sui ts; Butthesonha very wi
way to get into Baghdad in those days was U.S. militddoy had no other option$here

were no privaté later on, there were private planes and guys like Chalabi could take a

jet out of Amman, Jorda Sometimes you could fly into Erbil even from Vienna, and

then come dowrBut in July 2003 the only option was to drive yourself wwhich was

dangerou$ or take thgmilitary] flight.

This is a long story, but it took a long tint@nally got on thdlight, arrived at BIAP

(Baghdad International Airport), walked @f courseneo ne knows Ifyoun comi ng.
dondédt have t-amnapgetdatyon paedét gehbafrom t he
nor mal ti me it ds B yobddago tBréughnailonoldargerscandi v e .
checkpointsYou had to go in an armored vehicle, and you had to have all this pre

arrangedOr a helicopter prarranged! leamed in my next timeut there to always have

helicopters because they were a lot fasterraace comfortable in their own way than an

armored Humvee or these other monsidisey had this awful bus called the Rhino, an

armored bus later on that they would make people Fdeunately| had been

ambassador the second time | went out so | hadwmydetail to take me ouBut the

first time 2003, youbre just meat.
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| was sitting there in the receiving roohlistened to a couple of guys talking; they were
Canadian aid workers who were coming in to work with a Canadian team that was part of
CPA.They had their transportation all set, so | hitched a ride with th€amadians can

never say nol'hey took me into the palace, where | walked into the big rotunda and then

i nt o Br e néeahadalaogé suite ofoffices, into the outer office wiiee staff

were sitting.Guy named Pat Kennedy, who is now the under secretary of management

for the department, was there as the first management officer of theJ&PAhad

known him from previous worlPat is without doubt the greatest managemerndesffin

the history of State] just saw hima monthortwoagjd candét bel i eve the n
doing this | ob a(lmdghtérheis a fikeeFtom thenday | knewmhim a i |
when he was an assistant GSO in Cairo, he is a remarkablesitetonHe 6 s al mo st
right out ofCatch22; there was this guy i@atch22 who could get anything, and get

A

anything donePMilo Minderbinder] Th at 6 s t h e Sowearyxhofsanriselyw a s .
Ql 6ve interviewed Pat Kennedybés wife.

KRAJESKI: Oh, theconsular officerShe was the consular officer in Cairo, Betty

Swoped donodot kiaw BarwysweliWe di dndtYewxpreet you
supposed to arrivei dexi Wddu lessadiady,. bfe@e . foi nd Cr
Crocker had estabh&d the governance office, the political section of the CPA, in

Saddamoé sThat was ablout as far away from the rotunda as you couldlgst.

was an enormous palace; it was used mostly for cerenomuasionsSaddam di dnot
actually live thereThey used it for greeting visitors was very impressive and quite

gaudy, ornate in some wayshad a couple of huge meeting halls in it.

|l 6ve got my gear with me, my enormous pack,
On the way to the kitchen yoati to go through the north hall, and the north hall they

had made into a barrackehere were hundreds of people sleeping in cots, the cots all

lined up all over this big halNot a lot of room betweentheh.ther e6s a corri dor,
| 6m pi c ki n genrthem twaugh the edidms is 4:00 in the morning. t 6 s
interesting that Pat KennedyEwearsy btohdeyrbes, tlh edro
No, i1itdéos about 7:00; I ar BaadoedpeoplehaBaghdad ar
come in, but still dot of people asleeft as a scené not quite out of Dante, if it was it

was a higher circle of hell to walk through this north Hallalkeddown to the kitchen

which is a large room, maybe 100 feet by 40 féeeen tiledIn it were all of the

political officers; Crocker an8cottCarpenter were therRoman Martinez, Mdwan

O &ullivan, she now teaches at Harvard. Danny Rubinstein, now our ambassador in

Tunis, waghere.A guy named Jo CarpenterlLot of good people from &te, lot of

people from OSDAbout 30 officers altogether working in the governance sedtmm

there after meeting Crocker, who said AWe di
to wrangle through Pat Kennedy a room at the Rashid Hdtel.was edy days yetWe

had basically taken over the hotel even though it was still being managed by the same

guys who managed it under Uday, it was his hdteky kept the same staff and

management, and we had a contractor in charge of it, and they doled oudrtis |

managed through Pat to get a ro@nocker was leaving the next week so they put me in
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a temporary room, then | Swak wasmgt tgoigre¢g Co
sleepinthenorthhall. di dnét even have tdgwhiclhveasa® my r oor
real coupThe shower worked in my rooimonly cold waterlt was on the 1t floor and

| frequently had to walk up and dowat 11 f | i g
it was a hotel; I di dn o thhhlloowvadrailerbhe teateessy I n a b
werenodt bad but vy o ufouspeaple t® dtralepandnsiotrailetsh er e wer e
didndét have a toilet or shower; more and mor
| lucked out, and | got to stay at the Rashid the entire thre¢hsibwas therel'he hotel

was attacked once while | was there, by rocket Tire room next to me was hily

room faced the park; you could still hear the lions rodiimghe zoo in the parkijntil the
lionswerekiledT hat 6 s wher e led upa truocksadd wguld oot Katyushas

| guess, they would shoot rockets atthe hditdh.ey di d it once and di dn
though we all evacuated.t was t he first of ainftew ti mes ¢t
personallyl t 6s noForgpcv eBsant whodés not trained, you

gongonYou donb6t recogni ze t he thashelldietleroom he s mel
next to me, which was fortunately emptihe second hit the wall of the hot&he smell
is really intense, like bt of fireworks going off.

But youodr e on onh att réasi nyedtour first actiorswas ta go toithe n ?

window and see whatdés going on, which is pos
do. Then second, put your head out the door to seetwld s h e&Epvpee nyibrogd.y 6 s
running around, t hdnedember Wolfavitzwastthiera that gatmee h ot e |

time and was staying at the hofEhe hotel was hit much harder about a month Iatest

after | left, my replacement Maura Connelly waesystg in my roomlt was hit and
people were kiledA woman named Beth Payne, whods now
womanos | i f e wh oWehasaddonectiee ot adtet tHatiring mytstay,

| was in a hotel roomAs dingy and unclean as it wake shower workedlhe television

even worked, although | got like one Iragi channel; it was good for my Arabic, that was

about it.And the best part of the hotiethe bar opened while | was thefdey served

drinks.The hotel was mostly contractors aidilians, also some militaryyVhen you

finished work at 9:00 or 10:00 at night, you could go to the bar and have &benay.

experience in Iraq the first time as far as living was not bad.

My job was to recruit for and establish the first civiliamtsahat we were setting up all
over Irag.Bremer wanted to have civilians in every govaate, working first with the
military civil affairs teams or whatever military unit was in charge of the area, but
eventually establishing civilian leadershiCPA dfices in every provincial capital.

Q: Was there a conflict between the military and the civilian side of things?

KRAJESKI: | was just writing about thisn my subsequent career, starting in 2003 until
| retired last year | worked very closely with tmditary in places like Iraq and Yemen,
most recently in Bahrain as wellhe relationship has fundamentally and dramatically
changed since tho$early] days[of my career] In the last 12 years, State and DOD,
State and the military, have had a much@l@nd | think mutually beneficial
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relationship than | think we had before thBefore then it was mostly traditionalhad a
combatant commander and a military baseo actuallyi in Bahrain.And the
relationship with the admiral and the general dredambassador was very clogée
communicated constantly with each other, we worked closely togat2603 | think
we were feeling things outhe aftermath, the lingering effects of what had been a
vicious policy war in Washington that State and thenag and oneauld argue the

[professional uniformed] militarly o st t o t he civilians at OSD a
office. That fight over the policy over Iraq was brutdlhen we all got to Iraq, it was
somehow supposed to magically disapp@dren imet Br emer , he sai d ALO

dondt work for the YBawtwo Dl pfaont meet Yoy meorek
A guy named Roman Martinéza good guy, really young, smart, he was an OSD

political hire out thereHe arrived at the approximately sanmd, we were sitting in

Bremer 0He oddide.nYou dondét wor BoamangtheOSD, you
civilians | think Bremer did a fairly good job of bringing us togetiard frankly it was

refreshing for anybody afs to work in the field, gettingut of the Washington policy

jungle out to an embassy or CPA in this case is a real change of s&atayse people

do establish better relations as a team.

Q: Did you talk about how to do things?

KRAJESKI: Always helps, you actually have a job toalad you have to get out and do
it, so a lot of cooperation. There was still a lot of backbiting, mostly driven by
Washington among the civilians, but the civilians did all ridhie military suddenly
found itself with a completely different mission thahad set out to ddts mission had

been Ainvade the country, defeat the militar
civilians (at OSD) willdotheres¥ o u g u y s LgenallyhSo sudderdy, by July
the military real i zrensmissibnlWerdive 6r gogoanghobende

|l ot more people i f you ex phemndurgeansy, whichnrd ry t o s
one was allowed to anticipasteve coul dndét even use the word
August and September 2003, they welle tae d A S a dednadredrss ad,e acdonsi der e
dying gasp of Saddam loyalists, not an insurgeAt@aeda had not yé&talthough it

was in those months beginning to devedgpesence in Irag/Ve really had no idea of

how bad it was goingto getinthoserhons . So the military i s bei
mission.You have to provide streetsecurtyou have to train a new Ir
because we dissolved the old Iragiarldyot Br emer 6 s deci si on, by t

Q: There were two decisions that have often baighon Bremer. One was dissolving the
Il raqi military, and the other was kicking al

KRAJESKI: De-Baathification.
Q: Could you talk about that?
KRAJESKI: | wasthe director of an office in Washington, which is fairly low level when

youbdre talking about decisions beaotmagg made by
these decisions were made by the president of the United States after listening to his
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senioradvisorsBr emer was t he |lthinkenshe cheenftd® s envoy.
Baathification, this had been discussed for some time before the war, a recognition that a

lot of the senior officers in the militaiyall of the senior officers in the militaiywere

senior Baath Party membelou could not be a general in the army unless you were a

senior member of the Baath Partywas generally agreed that any senior officers who

are still around atthe end ofthewar hey | ose t heiThergwaslas, t heyodr
great discussion of how far down we should go in dismissing the officer dérp® was

never a discussion that | was aware of, of disbanding the atmgk we would have

argued against it; | think our military colleagues would have argued agaifnisat

happened rather quickly afteré

Q:They disbanded themselves, didnoét they?
KRAJESKI: That was kind of whatthiBnrke niehrebrse 0pso i snotmew :
Q: He mentioned that in his oral history.

KRAJESKI: I think there was someredibility to that.The army had a fairly welkrained,

professional officercorp&¢ | ot of caveats to that statemen
friends would probably disagree at what level and how-trethed they were, but they

were a professiomhafficer corps.The rest of the army were mostly conscrifitsvas

mixed Shia/SunniThey were not very well trained or equipped; they were not very well
padThere were exceptions; the Republican Guar
paid and weltrained, they almost all came out of Tikrit, almost all Sumhey did not

fight by the way; they disbanded and remain today as one of the core elements in ISIS.

They were instrumental in establishing Al Qaeda in Iraq as Wedte was never any

sensehat they were going to stay.

It was kind of hoped that the military would confront them and defeat them, but Saddam
did not use thenThey backed up and when it became apparent that our military force
was overwhelming, they took off their uniforms, recagrg that a lot of Iragis

particularly in the south where the Shia lived would not look favorably upon them, and
melted into the civilian population, mostly in Anbar, in Nineveh, in the main Sunni areas
around Baghdadso what 6s | efyo u Bdathifiss theroffioer carfst e r
after the only fighting force with any credibility, the Republican Guard, had disbanded

t hemsel ves, youbodr e-trdinedfiltequpped, Hpaid,imbsdly gr oup of i
conscriptsA lot of Shia who had no intgion of fighting, who were happy as they could

be to throw their arms down and go join a militia, which some of thenSdithere
wasnot much | eft.

So yeah, maybe it was a mistake to formally disbandhtnk it was a mistake to cut as

deep into thefficer corps as we did with eBaathification, because you had a lot of

guys at the colonel level who were wetined professional military officers, many with

battle experiencel hey wer e t ol d, ASor rWeresumedppyimp s and |
them $ortly after, recognizing we had to pay these guys; otherwise they were going to

join the underground, the insurgentshink the disbanding of the army in retrospeets
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a mistake, but not a huge one and notaek nearly
Br emer 0’ aft sl tmy opinion, from a guy who was
Washington, so you sit in the meetings, you
participatel dondédt go to the White Hdenwthe and sit i
president and Cheney and Rumsfeld and Powell, Armitage and these guys talking about

it. You hear about it after the meetings are over, usually the State guys would brief us and

growl about how they got rolled again by Wolfowitz and RumsfeldGimehey.

Especially Armitaglef whowsv ea a@vweratmagtr oRil ehr . Ar
former Navy Seal, Viethamvdle 6 s about 56100, maybe a | itt!]l
h e 6 si abig nganNo neck, bald, piercing blue eyes, and a voice like thi

Armitage did a lot of the hard work at the State Departntést. was Powel | 6s guy.,
Powel | 0 pe]ldvedPowelfHe did a lot of the hard work in the department,

including going to a lot of these meetings where State was rolleak the deputyral

then the director of the dedkwould come into the office at six AM, go down to the gym

and work out for an hour, start work at seven AMree days out of five, my phones

would be blinking.These were the days we used phones that had voice madron th

seems like ancient historynow.he | i ght woul d be blinking, I 6
be, growling voicg A Kr ®WhaetseKucklis Chalabiuptonow®et up here! 0 in
bigvoicel shoul d have kept some of the recording

| need to get bacto deBaathification and then the militaigivilian relationship as | saw

it out there De-Baathification had been very closely debated before theTwan.

Warrick, who was the head of the Future of Iraq project that my office put together
almost a yeardfore the war, he had done a lot of work with civilian agencies, civilian
ministries.There was a very large Iragi population in the States centered round Detroit,
some in New York, some in Washingtdrom had great contacts among théte.knew

about the kectricity ministry first of all [and]the basic condition of the electrical grid in

Irag, because he had a former minister of energy who was a businessman in Detroit, had

been minister until Saddam kil l Aderysome of hi
common story among a lot of these wadlucated, uppeniddle-class, urbane, urban,
al most all Sunni, who haAdn dwotrhkeend afso rt hSea d6d8aOns

the war with Iran got nasty, Saddam got nastier and nastier, a lot of tliei lité came

to London, the political type#\ lot of the more practical folks doctors, lawyers,

engineers came to the StateSom knew them allTom also talkedo them about how

influential was the Baath PartyWhat does membership meaie quicklylearned that

among all the ministries, all the universities, any government organization, the top level

of management had to be members of the Baath Rdmtyexample | use is, the head of

the chemistry department at the University of Baghdad, a dissingdiweHeducated

chemistry professor, when he was appointed head of the depaitment t ol d T o m, A Or
day there on my desk is, oO6Congratulations, vy
Baath Party did use a numbaenowadGlsiytlset em f or i
Baat h Heawenttghis@adleeguesand sai d, InWharndti swa mti st?2o0 | «
Baat h TPhaey ys a&i d, 0 Y orouateaowdead af thecchemistoy e .

d e p a r tltwasraftfairlpsenior ranking in the Baath Pa@@gngratulationsHe di dn o6t

stay very long after that, he left for other reasons, W@ discovered this when we went
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there as weli the Baath Party went a lot deeper than we thought it did, and a lot of it was
precisely thislt was like being a membef the Communist Party, if you were a college
professor in Poland for example

Q: When | was in Yugoslavia, we learned that at a certain level just forget about
member ship because it didnét really mean any

KRAJESKI: AhmedChalabi, who hated the Bthis, he recognized thatwvas political,

Ahmed was a very political animale would have made a great mayor of Chic&¢m.

knew how to work the wards and how to manipulate people politi¢édlyecognized

that if we let this fairly well educated, migdtranche of the Baath Party remain in

positions of authority, that they would challenge him as he attempted (as he did many

times) to form a government, to get into parliament, to get a bloc, to be ekslotedd

wanted to be pme minister of Iraq, heasvthat as his natural rol&nd he saw the Baath

Party as a natural opponedte hat ed them; they had Héri ven h
had left to Jordan and eventually to Britain and the United States, where he had made a

lot of moneyHe alsostola | ot i n Jor dan; The josdanirs under di s
certainly believe he stole a lot out of a bank in Jor#iEnran the Petra Bank in Jordan

and they say he absconded with quite a lot of CHséy actually convicted him in

absentia; if he ever webtick to Jordan they were going to throw him in jEilough he

was protected by the prince; i1itds a long sto

Anyway, Ahmed had a lot of influence in DOD, with Wolfowitz, Feith, Rumsfiiel.

had a | ot of i nfl uencHewasadanahttatsanybodyinghe esi dent
Baath Party in a position of any kind of aut
running power plants or running the power grid, or the head of the chemistry department

at a university they all had to goThat was e decisionl think that Bremer agreed at

first with it. Jerry liked to make decisions, he ditiien though these two were not wholly

his decisionslt was good to work for hirit good to work for a guy who listened,

thought, and made a decisidihink he agreed with this one in the beginnikig had

thought like many that Chalabi was a potential leadkr had argued, and | had argued

personally with him and others did, that Chalabi had to prove hinkkelf. coul dnét | ust
prove himself to th&Vashington Bstand to the vice president of the United Staits.

had to prove himself tthelraqi peopleAf t er al |l , webre going to bi
thiscountryi ar en dits oweve canodt choosEhéehere Hemadegrso
choose their own leader&nd if Chalabi has the credibility and leadership qualities that

he says he has and that Douglas Feith thinks he has,Bneat. | et 6s see i f he
support inside Iradde by the way was flown in by the Department of Defense, maybe a

week after thdiberation of Baghdad we called it liberation in those dayend of

March, early April was the day when Baghdad was cled@kdhed and his gang, his

troops, his bodyguards, all were flown in from Erbil into Baghdad.

Very smart guyFirst, he had somdaproperty in Baghdad; the Chalabis were a fairly
wealthy family in Baghdad before they were pushed out by Sadéiaime took over

some of his old residences and then he took over the headquarters of the Mukhabarat, the
Iragi security and internal intefjfence organizatiotde and his armed men occupied that
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building. He was the first guy to get the filda.one of the houses he stayed ithere

was a r umor ,i tHerewds a turknefhe thause had beerefor a senior

security guy, and thereas a tunnel from there to the headquarters building, and Ahmed
had literally rolled hundreds of file cabinets out of the headquarters and hidden them
elsewhere in Baghdad, recognizing that information in those files could be extraordinarily
valuable to higolitical career, to his drive to become leader of Iraqg.

| d o n oIt waktnueotiat he had files, because he gave some to us while we were
there.He was very selective about what he gave to us; they usually incriminated people
he saw as political ogments, people he wanted to besmiit Chalabi had a lot of
influence.Bremer recognized him as having influence if not popular supgenivas one

of the early members of the interim Iragi Governing Council, the IGC, that Crocker and
Bremer had seledatlethat was just taking office in July 2003.

Those two decisioristhe one on the army | think is a little overstafBde one on de

Baathification was a mistakBremer recognizediBr e mer di dnét do a | ot
wasnot thaThatgushlaft ygwy. a | eader; he didnot
at where you were and when he recognized that we reallpdtedhead of the

chemistry department because we \edid reopen the university in Septemlesne of

his main goalswastoreopeénd t he schools in September; we
most of the school and university building like everything else had been |3biygl.

didndét just come i n Tdheystrigpedkveinglout af Wadl§haynd f ur ni
took tiles offthewds.You 6d wal k i nto t heseTheytaoktilkei ng and
door frames off.

Q:What 6d they do with them?

KRAJESKI:I  d o n 6 $old kheng wséd them in their own housesPexample, we

protected oil and electricity infrastructuk&e tried o protect a few other thing&nce

the museum had been looted, we protected the musenatly. Going back to an

anecdote I think i 3henA6&saswhemhréhwmiokbaetobs book,
t he best books o nAnybodytistaingtoome naw skauldgp readb o u t .

The Ass aslecansé GeorGeagota lotrigBhtr e mer 6 s book has a | ot
interesting background inittodvh i | e i-justfisatioa memeit, Which all the big

guys write (Bremer 6s fgandinfanhatoniathattodni t ), t her e
Packlehe sAs s asheitalksdabout@a loating of the muselinere was a

squad of American military who were on the street as the museum is being broken into.

One of the curators of the museumranoutand8alip u have Amthet op t hi s!
sol dier said, nAllttdns nmat heur dDsipgomerct. t he 1
the people dondt Kkillfl tehaecyhd roet hwearl koinn gt hoeu ts twie
ar r es tWetchamrged.qaickly, we stad protecting some of these key places,

including the museurn a little late.l remember getting a tour of the museum as we were

bringing stuff back inPeople actually brought a lot of things back; Iragis recognized that

stealing their artifacts was natgood thing to doA lot of looting incidents | think from

what | 0ala of o@asdegreihey get caught up in the momeSbmebody

breaks the window, so they grab a TV and go
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They bring it backThis has happened in some cadé®w stripping copper wire out of
the ministry of transportation or ministry of education is a whole different type of looting,
and thatodéds what they had.

Bremer recognized that we were going to have to restore some of ithkse jobs, get
people back intotherWVi t h t he offi cers and the army, he
these guys, theyor e Tghoeiynbgr et og ojionign ttoh eg oi nosuutr g
money howevertheycam.hey 6 r e goi ng t o aldéhisselargeour ene mi
percentage of the population who were dependent on this officer véepstarted paying

them.It was not quite their full salarieS.o0 Br emer woul d | ook and s a\)
redress this¥We need to train a new army, we need todrinb ac k t hEheye peopl e.
wanted to establish a South African style truth and reconciliation cotih@lhad been

discussed before the war, Tom Warrick had led some discussion&kenagnizing that

afterwards, there were going to be a lot of peopékimg revenge and retribution

Q: It worked quite well in South Africa.

KRAJESKI: It did work in South Africal 6 m not qui t e shfierent why or h
circumstancelt was not going to work in Ira§vVhat Saddam had done to the Shia in the

southe specially after the first I raqg war in 69
Saddam like a lot of these guys, the people who had positions of authority were beholden

to SaddamHe made sure their hands were bloody, ®made sure if he went down,

they were going to go dowrhe Shia communities in the south were not into truth and
reconciliation; they were into revenge and retributide saw that develop into fudicale

sectarian civil war in 2005, 2006, the peak of it.

How do you deal with the foremn Baathishey did establish his vBaathification

process where a Baath Party member could be interviewed, then this committee of Iraqis

would decide whether or not this guy could have his job Haakas a pretty humiliating

processAll Iragis do nottake humiliationwelll 6 ve wor ked i n the Arab
years; they are the toughest people, the hardestenis are really tough too, but until
recently they werendt nealAhy a&dsapgisnedondtvif @
and ¢iwedShia or Sunni or Kurdlrhis is myi | spent a lot of time, especially

with the Kurds and the Shia; I didndét spend
The Kurds#or what Saddam did during the Anfal campdt®88-90] in which he

wiped outwhole Kurdish villagesDrove them out; forced people to Arabize their names

if they wanted to stay; become Arabte actually launched a series of aerial gas attacks

on Kurdish villages; killed hundreds of peoairds were not going to forgive that.

When they came back into Kirkuk, they made a lot of those Sunnis who had taken

Kurdish residences (because the Kurds had fled under Anfal), they took the houses back

and often took revengeremember meeting with one Kurdish leader in 2003 at his house

inKirkuk, who sai d, Al went back toThabhe vill ag
wasmyvillagel rebui |l tAndy lhewsa., 0 nWhat happened to
theHe. ®ai d, Ifi Tshaeiyd , |lakififlli.elca H&e2® ai d, killdGdwel | , we

mo s t offl tshaem., 0 A" Womede &md dc hinlWekr e m? ed not to
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That wasnot AgleaidnGhalabitadwa oumiker of reasons, mostly political,

that he didndét want t he BaaButiheabahadge back i n
support fromthe Kurds and Shi&halabi is &hia, as secular as | am about my

Christianity, |1 think he changed in later years, to become more religious because he

thought that would get him more political supp@t.maybe he actually had a change of

heart ; | shoul dnét judge the man.

So Chal abi 0 s[deBhathifidatoodunal.Brenhehhasno choic&his is

going to be an I raqi pr oc es €halabhwbegamtegrateot g oi n
on Bremer; Bremer soured on Chalabatielely quickly.Chalabi is a real bureaucratic,

political maneuvereAnd Bremer is a pretty savvy bureaucratic maneuveter.

recognized right awayVithin that Iraqi Governing Council of 15 I think, Chalabi was

one of the dominant membefs exampleofCh al a b i 0 si the toaneilasr ne s s
formedTheydére all equals; there are so0o many Sul
Thereds sectoahar edselai gni Gaellly selpcted lp/Bremer n i t .

with Ryan Crocker and the governance peoplbénlead to select these peofieom

different parts of the countriostly inexperienced in governin§ome had had some

government experience, guys likeyad Allawi, who was the head of the Iragi National

Accord, a Sunni/Shia secular party that he Insalded in LondorHe actually got elected

to parliament and at one point had a majority in parliament, but we supported Malaki in

the election, All awi did not become pri me mi
forgotten.This governing council the firstd i scussi on, i s WMeeds going
will be threei a Sunni,aKurdandaShidow t o deter mi ne Wheo t hat 0s
discussions went othhad just arrivedA colleague of mine, Danny Rubinstein actually

had the lead for the governancarte going over there every ddremer is meeting with

these guys individually, as a group, almost every Haywas very frustrated with it, the

lack of decision makingso Chalabi proposed they would rotate the chair, the head

position, monthlySo theyall agreed they would do that, rotate it montl8g.then, who

will be the frstoneAhmed sai d, AWedll do it alphabetic

The first one was a guy named Ibrahimdaéfari, who became prime minister briefly

later on and even recently had a cabineitpmn. He was the first ondnteresting guy,

Shia who had been exiled and returnédt sure of the details, | did not know him before

the war.This is AugustWh o0 6 s n e x t Chalabi.Chalal® hatl very tle¥erly

out maneuvered e\steheaddwing Sepeemi@Ehe siret UN Gederal

Assembly meeting since the liberation of Iraq, and Chalabi is the head of the Iraqi

government, the interim Iraqi Governing Coun8ib he goes to New York as a guest of

the UN and the president of the WhdtStatesHe 6 s t he one who is the f
Iraqg to much of the worlddi dnét get him where he wanted to
political move | thoughtHe also got invited to the state of the union address in January

as arepresentativedfe | r aqi government, sat in that ro
they always show during the address.

Life was not badl got to travel a lot those first montHshad to go to each of the

provincial capitals, scope out where we would put our offieds to the military there
who were doing the civil affairs woikconducting elections, trying to form local
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councils, trying to get the roads repaired, trying to get schools reopened, hospitals up and
running.Often on the trips | would carry a gym bdgfted with packets of $100 bills

that we would use on the groundemember a trip with Mike Gfoeller who was the head

of the south, the senior civilian inthe sodthe was t here when | arrive
established these provincial teams in a cegblmajor cities, Hillah being the major one

in the southHe had Najaf and Karbala, the two main Shia cities, under his authdeity.

worked very closely with a very large militacyvilian affairsteamYou 6d t ake t he
money, drive to a hospital wheresthwere refurbishing an emergency room, training

doctorsi and he would give the project managers so many thousand dollars for work that

had been done, so many thousand dollars for work that was being pl&origgbt to

travel, | di chreé6tpalHlawe ,t d dtiay 6itn htave to | i v
We were a little stupid about it; civilians are stupid about war when we get involved in it.
First, we f i gSomedoiks réallytbeli¢vedwhare Was no insurgency, even

though IEDs (improvisedxplosive devices) by September of 2003 were popping off

fairlyregularlyl t was then the military realized the

Humvees; they were letting guys ride around in unarmored vehicles that were getting
popped.

The CPA had purchasédindreds of white GMC Envoys; this is a small SUV (sport

utility vehicle), about the size of a Honda CRV diTayota] 4runner, a small SUVAI

white, all brand new, and we had dozens of thEme. governance section had eight

assignedto itWe 60 d  he&eygon the door, and when you had to go out around

Baghdad, you picked the key up, walked out into a big old dirt parking lot across from

the palace where dozens of these vehicles were pafeadit the horn button on the

key and listened for the horsee where the lights were flashing so you could see which
carwasyoursGet i n it, drive out of the Green Zone
of the gate$ the Rashid Gate was a pedestrian gate, | used to walk out of thiatinde

just take off ad see Chalabi or visit somebody in towve did this at night, although by

September we were more cautious about going out at hidten we had a couple of

these cars attacked, a restaurant where we used tdvgaused to go out to restaurants,

to havedinner at these restaurarige thought the country wasecure]i that the

military did its job.It was really dumbOne of the restaurants was firebombed with a

couple offour] guys in it.Slowly we were being restricted about how artten we could

go ou. And we didi stupidly, naively, with good intention8¢/e s ai d, AOK, so th

vehicles are now noticeabl e, Il dondt want to
everybody in town knBlwsest héepedwahiegayuv@oBeA v e hi c |
Arabicisil can pass for a Lebanese someti mes, if
But mostly people know I 6m not an I raqi

So we hired two Iraqi drivers and their cakbmed, the guy | used all the time, had a

Nissan.lt was a righthand drive Nssan because they had bought it out of India and

PakistanHe 6 d been a t axi Sodvehirgdehim, abhdegbt bim eleartaritee war .
to come into the Green Zor®o when | wanted to go somewhere, | cleverly would go

with Ahmed in his old black Nissdnthere were thousands of them on the streets, all

A

drivenbylragisl 6d sit in the front sealdidthatformy dar k
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a while, tool felt safer on the street and really did attract less attentitven we came

back intothe Gren Zonefrt her e had been a couple of car bc
Gate that killel a lot of peopleThen [Mohamed Baqr allakim] had been killed, a senior
Shia leader, he was killed in a car bomb dowNajaf coming out of a mosquewe

thought thatvas really shockingAnd the UN building had been attack§8ergio]de

Mello, the Brazilian diplomat a really brilliant and good guy, he had been killed, and a
number of his political team who we knef@ne thing that Bremer wanted to do was

bring theUN into the political discussion, because people trusted the UN more than they
trusted us. Washington hated that ideae of my jobs was liaising between the
governance team and the political team at the UiNil de Mello diedi that lasted about

two wees, then the UN was attacked and the UN withdrew from Iraq, came back in only
slowly.

So it was more dangerous to get out, but we were able toTdwihard part with my

Iraqgi driver and the Nissan was getting back in to the Green Zone, because you had

wait in line.With the Envoy you could skip the line, go off to the sitleey recognized it

as one of their cars, the guard would check your ID and boom, you were baGthian

Iragi car, you had to waif he car would be searched, hood Tipere wee a couple of
incidents in the early days, as we were increasing security for cars getting into the Green
Zone, of cars being fired ofmhe guards, usually Americans but not always, sometimes
different coalition memberis something would happen, they wddgel threatened, and
would fire on a carThey killed an Italian aid worker who stupidly turned off his

headlights and drove a little too fast towards the checkpoint comiMgeitearned turn

on the lights in the car, turn off your headlights, staffich @undred yardd.would take

my CPA ID that said FEOC on it, and | would wave it out the winddvey would

motion you to come forward slowlf.hey di dndét | i ke |l etting Ahme
had CPAIDThey di dn 6 $%ométimésé¢heytmadeametaut of it and walk in

while they kept the car outside the gate and searched it more thordtipkelsame more

of a hassle.

Then the last story on thatmentioned | was at the Rashid Hotelvould walk out

through the pedestrian entran€ee gowerning council met at a building right next to the

Rashidl] t became the parliament 6s Abouafltagis ng once
who worked for the government and were cleared came in that pedestrian gate at the

Rashid.It was very convenient fane when | was at the hotel because | could walk out it,

and an Iragi friend could meet me iis lear, a guy named Hatemvhlis who | d6m goi ng¢
to get in touch withimklseo®dasn, gihwerH el ctiah aSf nilkg: hwt |
had known before theav. He lived in Baghdad; his father had been a high ranking

diplomat and a senior general under Saddam whose family had been involved in a failed

attempt to remove Saddam from powde. was arrested and tortured for a year, kept in a

pine box, a coffin basally with air holes in it for six month$iatem and the whole

family fled when this happened.

He moved backo Iraq in 2003] he was one of the guys who really wanted to move

back when Saddam was gohte was trying to form a political party of moder&unnis.
He was from Ti krit, whThelMukhissname®aldrdah m6 s h o me
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weightHe used to take me to political meetings
| 6d al ways get great meals, too.

At | east we di dn 0t reddyoveat)inthe Pataeethey dpBiEGSthe( me al s
first DFAC, dining facilityi for a long time | had no idea what DFAC stood for, | figured

it was another stupid acronyin.t 6 s | ust i OFHAQ. Theyopeheddinthe t y o

palace, the enormous south Hahink it was, the one that had enormous murals of
missiles on the walls, Scudst had Saddambés sayings, which B
They | ooked |Ii ke they were Koranic verses et
saying, fAChai rohkinygs.BeEmer Haa them al aovered Wgut they

opened the DFAQ.really did have an easy stayot only did | not have to live in the

north hall with 200 other guys,; I didndt hav
in the governance sectiovhich | would take with me when I was goingodto u 6 d wor Kk
for 10 hours straight, youdd get back, the L

would looti I would loot it for the pound cake, or the M&M¥gou ate the main meal
onl y (| a@heghadsadfhepting pouchesadd water, it was supposed to heat the
inner pouch which had chicken a la king or somethitiged those a couple of times, it
never really worked.

Q: During the Korean War, they would have clean garbage cans, botlimgu 6 d inr e a c h
and get these cans which were left over from World War I1.

KRAJESKI:Right The hard thing i s Myfirstmgealfjinghe!l dnot ki | |
DFAC] was all the guys from the governance section, some militaryigoigs

communal tables in therA&nd eveybody was so happyhey had white bread, cold cuts,

cornbread, milkTo me it was like bland cafeteria food, and | was picking dthiey

were chowing down, so happy.

| used to go out with Hate. One of the reasons | went out often was we got a resl Ira

meal, and | love Arabic foodraqis cooked this fish called mgauf, this grilledriver

carp.Probably not the healthiest fish given the condition of the witdrthey slit it

open, put it on a wood plank, cooked it outside banked against afiy.dlot 6 s s o good.

Q:One of the things | 6ve heard is that many ¢
ardent young American Republicans with no particular skills.

KRAJESKI: But they were loyal to the president.
Q: They were loyal supporterBid yourun across them?

KRAJESKI:Oh,yesThe best book for this by the way i
|l mperi al Life in the EmerHetakestRatyearandthlkssi de | r
about precisely thisStwo things were happenin@ne is we had moneyut the kazoo, so

you had contractors from every corner of the United States trying to get a piece of the
action.Some of them had no idea how to do the job we were going to pay thenSio do.

you had a lot of people out there literally winginglihen yal had a lot of theri This
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was the Liberation of Iraq, this was going to be the establishment of a genuine Arab free

market democracy in the heart of the Middle Ellsave heard this from a number of

peoplei this was going to be the brabkough that wald lead to peace in the Middle

East, including a resolution of the Isrddlestine disputéne of the first things a new

Iragi government would do, | heard at a meeting in Washington, was to recognize the

State of Israell choked on my coffed.said,i Ther eds no effing way t he
government is going to be able to do this, b
l onger . O

But there were a lot of believelssat in a meeting toward the end of September 2003, in
oneoftheante o oms t o Bal 8remeer vias notaaf thisimeetingand we were

discussing working with the Kurdkspent a lot of timing working with the Kurds up in

Kirkuk, and we very much wanted the Kurds in this new federal government that was

slowly being formedBremer was tryig to get a constitutional convention together to

write a constitution, something that the senior Shia cleric in the south;3istini,

opposed and issued a fatwa agaiBstmer still thought he could do it, get it done with

other Shia leaderSistan wanted it to be electedVe were having a discussion about

some aspect of this constitutional conventiomas there because | was going to talk to

Emma Sky, a British woman, our civilian in Kirkuk in 20@he just wrote an excellent

book in Iraq calld The UnravelingWe 6 r e i n t his meeting, probahb
military guys, mostly civilian, a coupl#om governancerThis is an internal meeting;

webre discussing how webére goi Mhgrewere set up t
three orfour young folks in the room who had justarrivédh ey di dndét have job

A |l ot of peopl e ar ithatsugrised mdhegwodldjdstshowave a | o
up in the governance secti oboyaumetd say, fAHey,
somebody?vol unt e er e dherte was anoffiee atdOD that would process

people through, and they were just under instructions to send a lot of pedple. A need s
peopl e, sSeond htelyédrd! @ ome and Atacertainpoiatul dndt ha\
said Alhawkoyle darndt ulpave desk space, I donod
And theydédd smile and go on and find a job in
were being formed in Baghdadadhink at our peak we had 3000 people there, with CPA.

Courting military, who are assigned to CPA.

So I dm in this meet i ng][condttatibnalicanentiandoneut t r yi ng
and Sistani 66 wppoargubngtohat . i f Sistani do
going to happen and we needto nd an al ternative, because he
and has more than half the population behind kifa.cannot do an appointed

convention; it was our idea to select from all over Iraq the participants for this

convention, who would then write a neanstitution which would enable us to supervise

the first national election, the first parliament, and then turn it over to this newly elected

governmentT hi s ki d sai d, AThe Ipfr eisti ddeandeds nwéatnttsapgpe
going to embarrass thegps i dletnd@s 602003, and the election se
Bush towards the end of 2003t was later that there was a chance he was going to lose

the elecionHe sai d, fAWedbve got to make sure the pr

A

electedThat 6 s why webdre here. o
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ljuststoodupand ai d, A Thi s mdaedlidnng niost ggooiimbg ntoo part
dondt gi ve a da meectedprestdent of heUniRd Stdiedhias Orse no't

why 1 6m her e; | 6m her earewgoeemmentinvaecoudtry e t r yi ng
that we invaded, and we occulye 6 ve got to make iButwolr&km bec:
notheretorel ect the presi deHefthispingmdnpaiUdj t edo Bt at
going to have you t hrbewmwoao kti ;n gy dwdr & hreo tCPd\o it

| was due to leave in like two weeks; | left in n@ttober to go back to my job at State.

| did learn later that one of the guys in our office, his job there was to spy on the State
guys for DOD.You know this[Clinton] email controversyWe all had private email
addressedNe all used private email to send communication back to the State Department

in my case, because the St aWecoldopyusetthment sys
DOD system and there weresomethgs t hat Ar mitage and ot hers
DODsysteml al so | earned that there were things

or OSD didnodét want SoagheyuBelprivatey st em, ei t her .

| |l earned this becaus bisnamhdMghaa Rubin] g uhye,6 sl swoinl élt
active | think at the American Enterprise Institutalmost always was the first one into

the office; | didndét | i ke to work really | at
night. Some folks stayed till midght or one AMBut | would get in at sevejin the
morning], or 6:30, whenever the first shutlédtf r om t he RasBold, | 6d get

would open up the offic&Jnlock it, start up the printers and turn the lights on, get coffee
T 1 usually got coffedefore, it was a long walk to the coffee shdpen sit down and
start work.As | was firing up one of the printers, it started spitting out paper; somebody
had sent something to print, and had forgotten about it or the printer was out of paper.
| 6m 9uwobeey s e e nltstafsipinting thepgstgonmt jolt. was printouts of
emails from this guyRubin] to his boss at OSD, talking about me and what | was doing,

who | was meetingwitii He 6 s up i n Ki r Khedewashoadason.d own i n é ¢
Therewas nothing particularlybatie di dndét | i ke me veéeley much,

knew a | ot about the Kurds, and he didnodot [
Tali bani s, he was one of the few in the CPA

them.He made good argumentse was valuable to the political sectidie would go to

the north on his own, wander around Iragi KurdisMeet fascinating people, really had

a sense of what was goingonupthégréoen he woul dndt Ibsay, me see
AMIi chael, just show me wh & cayputitintoeomwafi t t en,
our r e pewotld sergl thém directly back to his bos&axasionally he would

show them to md.tried to establish a professional relationship witi.l$o much for

civility.

The last security incidentwalked ou to meet with Hatem Mukis to go to one of these
wonderful dinners and political meeting$ey all spoke Tikriti Arabic with each other.
The Iraqi dialects are impenetrable, unless yaeitinere and listen to theffhey would

sit around the table and | woulgdysspaakini n my Db
s t a n dBadr f-tla?sdeaning TV Arabic, so | could understand théta.always had
wine, sometimes scotchA.very nice eveningde 6 d al ways have interest
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Tikrit, from elsewhere, all very dedicated peog@@od reportsHe wanted our money;

we werenoét supporting pol i tno.SaneothealdS i es wi t h
government organizations were, but Stateé @RA did notThis is when we liked them,

hoped it would succeed.

One of the roundabout roads led to the Rashid and the pedestriddegdtepped me off

at the checkpoint about midnightad had a couple of scotches, a little wingas tired,

alittle drunk. Got out of the car, and they had just changed as they often did the

procedures for getting into the CPPhey had literally, in the time | was gone from six
o6clock in the evening until mi dnisd¢phgt , t hey
corridor, almost from the roundabout to the pedestrian fatas fairly narrow, maybe

six feet wide.You had to walk down this path bounded by razor viR&zor wire is ugly,

nasty stuff, it really cuts yout was dark, the lights were off, sOim havi ng a real |y
time seeing.

| 6 m a | ilhat forgottesh to datte .main thing, which is take your 1D out of your

pocket before you approach, and put 1t aroun

Because, at least the night befdhere had been lights, so they coulds@éeOK, t al | |,
blueeyed white guy with a CPA I D,0 theyodre not
going to let you come in and maybe shoot you latead my ID in my pocket; | was

tired and drunk and it was dai®o the first thing | did, the gate is 75 yards awap. m

wal ki ng, and | 0 macked inty mygpbcket amd teok outi nry ashlight

| carried a Maglite with me almost everlyere lwent because you lost power in the hotel

all the time.l switched it on, and this booming voice over a bullhorn came out from the

checkpoint, and said fADrop the flashlight, Kk
| looked down and on my chest are these little red [tBgsr points from a rifle sighting
devise] Then I realized, | have to go into my pockettogetmylilhey sai d, Al dent
yourselfShow i dentidheatédnbadack (I have a big, |
in my peclkat do A Y o uThe thiagdishwhat the suieide poenbers
had done, their hands would be in their pock

release it and boom, it would go offo they wanted to see your hansls.l reached in
and took it outThey had night vision goggles on, and | held it &t moved abser
they switched on a bank of lightswalked in, got into the checkpoirthese were kids,
20, 21 years old.

Q: This is a scary thing, the military thinglhe people with guns are pretty damned
young.

KRAJESKI: They 6r e e xttainesl,;aedhaypk gadehey were weltained.

Because t hey Héd[thelsoldigrls ahdotiWie.were this close
d o w mneéded a change of underwdgaaughter)l staggered back to the bar at the

Rashid and had another drink.

Q: I always think &out the story, an officer going on the rounds of gu&id&i ve t he
password, 0 and hBhgagwearndes piacc,s WodBidve t he pa
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says, A | already gave youAnkhehpassawdrdiMwhpr
aresir,toaskforta password t hr eleaughttrlmes and shoot! o

KRAJESKI: | still have a lot to talk about.

Q: The next time, | would like to ask how you felt about the situation at the time and when
you left. Was anything happening on the ground, and what would youe@yeur main
dealings there®hat were you doing?

KRAJESKI: Since that time and after | became ambassador in Yemen, then went on as

vice president at the National Defense University, which is a greaDjdlyou ever go
toNDU?For vi si t stoschooltherePitdonsd ta gfoalspentalotsef pl ac e.
time over here because we were trying to sell a closer relationship witRURSI.

Whiteside was the head.

| used to participate in the ethics and dissent portions of th@QclassThey do a

cowple of days where they bring in officers who had both policy and moral and ethical
challenges during their career, and how did they deal with thiatk. about my

opposition ta’ first, | was a conscientious objector during Vietnamorked in

hospitals) refused to join the militaryl. thought | was going to go to jail, in 1978s a

di pl omat, youodr e wB8athksiwasghe firsttime phacbeen, al ways.
involved closely both in the policy deliberations leading to the war, and then to the

aftermath of the war living in a place closely with the military and watching this

country that | didnét know all that well bec
years.All of my reports were tinged, that outside lookBut watching as the cotny

was beginning to disintegrate.

Again, | was working mostly with the Kurds who were a different part of that
disintegraton. Talking to people like Hatem Mk s who knew the Sunni community

very well as the Sunni community more and more opposedrtiegican presence in

Iraqg, as Al Qaeda in Iraq gained strength, and watching the fabric of the country really
start to tear apart, and recognizing that had we not invaded, that would not have
happenedit would have been Saddam Husséie would haveemaned in powerWe

talked about why the president of the United States decided to remove him from power,
and my decision once the president had made his decision, to continue to serve him and
my country in what for me was the defining issue of my cafeetainly the most
dramatic thing | 6ve done in my |ife.

You talk to the kids; there were | think two officers before the war who resigned in

protest.l have issues with both of theffihere were many Foreign Service officers whom

| think behaved badly in th#tey deliberately, actively shirked service in Iragey

refused to goThey maneuvered so they would not have to go, because they opposed the

policy] coul d see because it was damnéd risky a
my next iteration in kq five years later, | was the head of career developmeentiiting

people to go to Irag but there were some who through assignments, maneuvering, using

influence with senior officers, they escaped service in ragn there were those like me
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whosad, Al think this is a bad decision, but i
Foreign Service, the State Department, have a responsibility to do everything we can to

ma k e t h iTreat we faited , we failedl 6 m one who said that | ra
broken and is not going to recov@thers will argue against that, | have a lot of good

friends who say, dalt stildl h\Westalkpdaarlot i ament an
aboutthatWe 6 1 | tal k a | ittl e mor e aboewdacisitnhat nex

and the disintegration of the country, the militaryilian relationship which was not
great in the CPA at the leadership level.

Q: Today is the 180of May, 2016 Friday the 1%, with Tom KrajeskiTom, do you
remember where we left off?

KRAJESKI:I had been describing my adventures in
You had |l eft me with the question, M@ANext wee
felt about the whole adventure, how you felt about these policy decisions whieh wer

c | e a rcdrtginby from my perspective, the most dramatic and controversial issue that |

was involved inl thought | would talk a little bit about that.

The recorders may have been off; |1 06ve actual
exercise, one of the policy exercises that thEOA classes have.

Q: The incoming Foreign Service officer class.

KRAJESKI: Right. And they have a day when they invite a number of people from State

to talk about decisions they were involved in or thay were affected by in which they

had a moral choice to maKEehey talked about some of the previous Foreign Service

officers who resigned in protest to policy decisions made by the administ@tten.

these were senior officerfony Lake is the one emtioned the most frequently as one of

the more senior officers who resigned during Vietnimas always been recognized in

talking about dissentand this is part of the dissentddyh en youbér e tal ki ng a
dissent, there may come a time when yousarepposed to a policy that you feel it

necessary to resign. This is considered to be an honorable decision t&\feake. not

the military; we are not sworn to serve regardléss.er e 6s no puni shment f ¢
but 1 tbés a f ai kellpavesrespect ontrosemwfficere t o ma

Getting back to Irag, in 2003 when the decision was made that we were going to change

the government, remove Saddam Hussein from paest the course of the year in

2002 various options were explored how to do,taatl in the end we used the U.S.

military as the head of a huge international coalition, with the U.S. military being 90% of

that, to invade I raq and ovVvAcotpeoféarcigaddambs
Service officers did resign over this decisi®hey were so opposed to using military

force in this fashion that they resigned. Th
sure what rank he was, maybe 01, who resigned out of AtHertsad editorials, cpds

in theTimesand thePostexplainng why he resigned in his protest tolihere were one

or two others who were less in the public, but very few.
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Q: I interviewed one, a woman who was in | think Mongolia, political officer, DCM
there.

KRAJESKI: Some people also resigned during the sewf the warOf course, it was a
very long oneParticularly when it was going badiylots of people were dying in Iraq; a
lot of Americans, but a LOT of Iraqgis as the place was collapsing into a sectarian civil
war, in 2005 and 2006 in particul#.number of officers, rather than go to Iraq, resigned
and refused to participate in Again, | think an honorable course of action for a Foreign
Service officerl did not choose to resign, and it was a very difficult decision.

| had just been promoted senior servicel had just been told | was going to be the

nominee for the ambassadorship, chief of mission to SAmaawe invadedl had

known for some months that we were going to use military f@ame of this is

probably still classifiedMostofit i s not ; | 6m nbwasdlearo worri ed
probably as early as September and October of 2002 that nobody had any confidence that
the United Nations process of increasing sanctions and forcing Saddam to accept
inspections, that the inspectionrneathat went in they did go, in October, November,
December of 2002 that they were going to have much succBssticularly after the

first tranche of information that Saddam, that the government gave to them; most of it

was just crap, and it wascognized very quickly by professional inspectors who had a

lot of experience in this, that this was just crap that he was givirgpubere was

increasing suspicion that he was covering up, which only buttressed the general
acceptance among most evesgllg, including those of us at State, that it was going to be
necessary to use the military to remove Saddam Hugdewf.the arguments over the

wisdom of that were long passed; we were going to do it.

| had a number of thing§&irst, | was not morallppposed to this war.did not think it

was immoral for the United States to use its military power to protect, as they were being
defined then, its security interests and those of its allies and friends in the redgon.

did not have a moral oppositido using the military to overthrothie government of

Saddam Hussein in particular.

For me, it was a political decisiohthought, at my lowly station in the State Department,
that it was not a wise decisidBut it had been made, and | was not morafiposed to it,

as | had been morally opposed to the war in Vietrfssri. mentioned, | was a
conscientious objectol did two years of alternative service, rather than serve in the
military in 1970.For me, it was a decision | thought very carefully abbalso, |

mentioned earlier, | had a team at the State Department whom | was very dedicated to.
Led by Ryan Crocker, JimsaRoccq Bill Burns, the NEAmy colleagues David Pearce,
Yael Lemgert, Steve Beecroft, Jonathan Carpenter, were people | had adspett for.

The people in the military whom | knew and worked withere was a sense thatwo

things were going orOne, the president of the United States, for whom we had signed an
oath of office, we had taken an oath, we had signed a contrachdnagheed to serve at

the pleasure of the secretary of State, the president of the United Bhatiesas a

serious commitmentVe also had looked very closélycloser than most peopieinto

this decision and what we thought would be the likely outcohite recognized that this
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was going to be an extraordinarily difficult enterprise that the United States was
embarking on, and the United States of America would need us, would need experienced
Foreign Service officers, Arabic speaking, who had beemeimdgion.They would need

us in Iraq, if we had any chance of succeeding.

Whatever the claims being madand some of them were outlandish, that we were going
to create a Jeffersonian democracy in Irag and bring peace to the region finally,
recognitionof Israel.People were singing huzzahs and hosannas long before they
realized just how difficult this was going to lgut if we were going to have any chance

of succeeding a much lower degree of success, we defined success much différently
then we hado be there.

The second part of it was throught the last part of the process, we were denigrated.

The people at State were thought to be opposed to the decision (which we were), and that

we were somehow actively trigionnttjmtwewereunder mi ne
being disloyal to the president, that we wer

Q: This is coming from Cheney, Defeiighere was a very strong political neocon group
that thought this was the greatest thing that ever happened, changadleegame.

KRAJESKI: They wanted to do it from the beginning, and | talked a bit about the

circumstances that enabled them to persuade the presided.on 6t t hi nk Geor ge
came into office in 2001 determined to overthrow Saddam Hudseias anoption out

there, but | believe he had other issues in the Middle East that he was more focused on.

Of course, 9/11 nine months into his presidency, he had this horrific attack on the

United States. dondét think his focuSadvh&mredid 6 m goi n
ridiculous stories about how they were going to do it because Saddam tried to assassinate

his fatherSome truth to this, in Kuwaitih They tri ed to kil my dadd

Q:You dondét crank up the entire military to ¢

KRAJESKI: Tha was kind of ridiculous, it there were things like that his motivation.
But there clearly were people in his administration and a group il neocons,

people |Iike Richard Pearl e, whods named as t
very muchwanted to persuade the president that this was the right thing Fordmany
reasons, including t hbuddingthiedémoeracihtalleech t al ki ng

about Ahmed Chal abi 06 sButithe pointusetnedecisionhadtbdere s e peo
made. The military was poised to go ihremember sitting im meeting with Ryan

Crocker; Y&l may have been there, | forget, a few of us in the radamd. he said,

AWedre going t o hawWeallthiokthisésla mistaké, busthed eci si on.
presidenthas made the decisioe need to support him, we need to support whatever

ent er pr i dtalkedaliglesbit about the early days with Jay Garner and the

Office of Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance (ORIAAJ we needed to

support them.
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| 6m not moralllymoppepsed escsi bmiaslhatemar ei gn Ser v
commitment to my presiderthave a sense of duty to my team and to the people at State

with whom I 6d been working folrOnalmapatsitp a year
to walk away from it.

The second pait| may have mentioned this alreaidyn the course of those two years or

year and a half that | 6d been working on the
Iragis in exile.l mentioned the Future of Irgayoject that Tom Warrick was doing, the

funding for Iraqgi National Congress, my many trips to Londament to Detroit a

number of times to meet with the Iragi communitynet a lot of people who had pretty

horrific tales to tell about the governmenfBaghdad, about Saddam Hussein, about his

sons.These are pretty rougReople being raped, kidnapped, arrested, tortured,

imprisoned for yeard.ot of people who fled the country; most of the people | met fled

because a threat had been made or relatidgdban killedThey saw this regime

becoming increasingly brutal, and they got the hell out of théreew a lot of these

people.They would showne pictures of this sister whad been rapedhis meant a lot

to me.It was part of my own rationaleandrationale is maybe too rational a word to

use, but it was part of that whole body of reasoning that | used and | developed to decide,

AOK, |1 0m golidbm ¢goi g tdigo in, and wedll see

So, t hat Olslesasitted what Wwdiddin Irdq for that first yead.was only there

for three months; | talked about the 90 day wondevsas our intention to rotate people
out of NEA.In the early days, it was felt that only NEA people really could do this; you
really needed Arabists.can remember sitting at my desk in the pal@&ee of my jobs
was to recruit people to come to Iraq to serve in the provincial teams that we were
building in all the provincial capital$was a little shocked; | would go back to NEA and
t o HR a reldme®\weryhodynitiie State Department who HA8 [measurement of
speaking and reading ability on &Xcalejor above ArabicAnd everybody who has
some servi ce i lnwastldoking fistipebpld who Hadnsilitary background,
because therearve a lot of Foreign Service officers who did a military stitiiree, four,
five, six years, sometimes longer, then they joined the State DeparBeeatise | knew
we were going to work chedk-jowl, literally sleeping with the military out there in
these provincial team&o people that had a military background, | wanted to look at
them.

| was kind of surprised how little information we had on our pedpiey sent me an

email with this attachment of a database of Foreign Service officers who bhddea

2/2 in Arabic.They dated it back to like 1990 (this is 2003), and there were hundreds,

hundreds of names on this listvas so surprised to see how many people had done the

one or two year course of Arabic, and then had done one tour in the Arialh and not
anotheroneSo when | reached out to them in 2003,
it 6s Fguonndea.nment ally, SBSBbandsw kdDmdl obksnhgpat. pe
actually capable in Arabi¢.want to offer the military the bestrabic speakers we can

get, and it wasmazing how few of them there mean 2003; how few competent Arabic

speakers we hatlforget the number, but it was in the low hundreds of people we had

who had 3/3s and could actually get out in the field. w alaoking for native fluency, |
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was looking for competency.ery few peopld and almost all of them | knew

personally Almost all of them were serving in NEA posts or had just left NEA posts, and

in many cases really tough pofsE A6 s got ahatlae kindoffhargpon a c e s

people and on their familieShey were in places like Rome or Washingtafter

Mideast service]Or maybe they were in Cairo after having served in Sanaa or in

KhartoumSo t heydére in Cairo wit hthemhoatiandsedndami | 'y a
them to IraqGuys like Robert Forcgur DCM in Bahrain.

It was a difficult recruitment process, and there was no way | was going to be able to find

peoplel because we were only going to send them out three months at & tivhe.6 | |

takk you out of Bahrain f or itwhichéesavhenedRkaberh s, t hr ¢
Fordendedupfiand t hen Ithvasa kidicalauasiystert.was very hardl

remember punching the phone to talk to FSOs (Foreign Service offislssthe wod

was out t her e Theneavere ad@ 6f guys, mea ankl womgn, who raised

their hand and said, fAlf you Wihaadhiskindef, | o0l | g
gratifying. The toughest job in the Foreign Service arguably in 2003 is to go to Najaf and

live with the military and try to work with the local governments in a dangerous, hard

place, without a lot of suppoitremember talking to this vieeonsul, first or seconatir

officer, down in Medellin, Colombiale had some Arabic, some military experience, and

just wanted to get the hell out of the visa line in Medelve sent him to Baqubafiom

Rosenthalor Rosenwhat a good guyBaqubah was one of the toughest arasm

dangerous places, just east of Baghdad.

Always when you were talking to peoplé mentioned this | think when the recorders

went off last weekMy last pint on thisi how did | feel abouit? Point of honor, if you

resign in protest, honorable thimgdo.Mo st peopl e, raising their h
do it. Tough job, hard placé. 6 m a For ei gn Serltwmademepoud. i cer , I
Part of this was to prove to these folks who thought that somehow we were the weak link
intheU.S.goveime nt 6 s ef fort to Buiolvee d@ oddrmeaor ddhyti, i
webre going to bbhepant ohinbi s ebtibdndd t ol e
contacted some of whom were colleagues, whom | knew, who had the Arabic, had the
experience who said to me, ANOM bpmoeed ThHsoi hhi 5o p
i's a disaster i n t helwasguktistanged bylthisnthatthey goi ng t
would dothisToac oupl e of them, we saThkshappeéd, you ar
morein 2008 when | was recruiting for the surge and went back and did this hgeas.

a shock to me that people would maneuver the
not going to be available for Ilraq. o

| did that for three month#it the end of tk day in October, | left my hotel room at the
Rashid.The hotel was attacked five days later; people were killed, they closed thd hotel.
went bacKkhome] andliterally within three days of returning | was at Myrtle Beach
playing golf with my buddies, migrother and frienddVeb6 va# had experiences in the
Foreign Service, the shock of being in one place and then suddenly being in another.
Coming out of Iraq, that whole experience, and then finding myself at the first tee at the
Love course at thBarefoot Landingresort in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina was one of

A

the greater shock#és you move aroundl 6 m sur e youwntead atyh eyrmo,u 6tr eo .
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pulling your hair out workingin some helholel Next day youodre sitting
the RivieraAndyoud nd6t have to go back!

Although at that point, | was really trying to go backad told Bremer | would try to go

back.Armitage and_.aRoccos ai d LARdecosaai d, ANo, youbre going
and buildanlragdeskVve 6 r e goi ng toGbl f aRKWhichweNg.r ® her n
We put I|Iran into the Arabian Peninsula desk

a separate desk specifically for Irdgpent the next three months recruiting for that desk,

building it, working with the Washingtoropcy folks as we continued to try towhat

we were aiming at was transitioning to an embassy no later than June o\200d we

succeeded in doingntense effort on how we woulddothat. | ot of the deci si
talked about de-Baathification dissolution of the army, creation of the interim

governing council, holding a constitutional convention and eventually an election for a
parliament all of this was very much in playfound that in Baghdad, it was hard

enough to do all this, but at legstu were working with the Iragis who were going to be

affected by all this and | suppose nominally make the deciddatk in Washington, it

was just hellishlt was the same incredible churn of meeting after meeting, argument

[after argument]l t 6 swittrhueso many of t he i Bereiveere, when
thousands of people involved in thiortunately for me, through a coincidence, the guy

who was going to replace me and be the first director of the Iraq desk, Rick Olson, who

went on to be amdssador in Pakistan (I think he just left the ambassadorship in

Pakistan)Rick had gone to Najaf to replace Robert Ford who had gone back to Bahrain |
believe (or maybe to Baghdad to take another jelgk had gone into Najaf to do three

months of thatthen he was going to take my job on the Iraq desk and | was going to

segue to my consultations for Yemen.

Rick was under tremendous pressure in Najaf, and they tried to kill thmk twice

they came close, and there was a thirdssically theintes ai d, AWedbr e going t
g u ySome of the Shia militiago they yanked him out in February of 2004, and

brought him back to Washington for his own safé@tyey put him on the desk and said,

AThe two of you wialild,r uvjoNgtohueRhaelcdesk kd.Isd do t hi s
for a week, wedll transition it, and Rick wi
prepare for Yemen. o

So | had a very nice transitiohwalked out of Iraq, left it all behind me (most of it
anyway), and moved fa a period in a career that is one of the more unique aspects of a
Foreign Service careeind one of the most pleasant | think; at least it was for me.
Which is, that period of consultations and preparation for an ambassadbggttifo
come over herand do Arabic with one of my favorite Arabic instructdrspent time
meeting everybody in Washington, going through this process, being intervigwaltly
getting a hearing scheduled in Juh@as sworn in toward the end of July and went out
to Sanaan late July, think | arrived around the™8r so of July 2004Mly first chief of
mission job.lt was a very nice periodwill say for the record that during this time |
managed to spend a lot of time with my familyworked on my golf gamd.workedon

my Arabic very hard, because | knew | was going to need it in YeSwehhad a chance
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to polish i1t, i1t was probably tHegottbest itos
meet some fascinating people, and | got to go out to Yemen.

The hardesthing about going out to Yemen wany wife and my son, who was a senior

in high school at Thomas Jefferson High School over in Annandédavanted him to

finish. So Bonnie and Aaron stayed in Falls Church while | spent the first year in Yemen
alone.

So, weare almost finished withlra. candét think of anything el s
that early period in Irad.do go back to Iraq later oiraq of course figures very

prominently in our policies througbut the Middle East in those yeals.Yemen, los of

issues; Iraq wabk

Q: Did we kick over the anthill in the Middle East there?

KRAJESKl:Yeah.Ther e were | ots of anthills in t
see themWe did something not stupidi wonoét Tday wteupmidndt t
through.Now, George Bush for all his attributes was not a person to spend a lot of time
mulling thingsoverDi dndét he cal |l fihidms ¢ heHebldiawaeddhec i der ?
that.l had a lot of respect for that; that is what the president is suppmdedt e 6 s

supposed to make decisions, and at a certain point he listens to his advisors and he makes
adecisionThat 6s one of the quibbles, one of the
administration, is they talk too muchhey make too few decisionheyd on 6t do st upi
shit, as the president likes to sayhave great respect for this president, too.

he N
hi nk

We went into this country without a clear idea what we were doing, and what the results

of it were going to béWVe sold ourselves a bill of goods on Ir§ide persuaded ourselves
(including most members of Congress, still an issue in the election) that it was necessary
to invade Irag and get rid of Saddam Hussein because of the threat that he posed to us and
to the region and to his neighborshink that threat was exaggeratelt was not

necessary to do thi©nce we had done it, | think as we went in and realized that the

complexity of the situation, we realized wha
do hindsight eithed. 't hi n k h e doupleoktimes, ifdneschutddnake the

decision again, would he changgh d he j ust doYewsnmmketthebestt 1 nvol v
decision you can at the time, youdre require

Always a good policy | thinkHillary Clinton will be asked again and again, why did she
support the invasionBernie Sanders brings it up at most every speech; Donald Trump
will certainly bring it up in the final electiofhere we are.

The Middle East is one of the most difficult, complicated,ent| conflicted parts of the
world. Af t er working there for 25 years, | real/l
than | did at the beginning. dondét see anythinklrag s probpblyt h f or war
going to dissolve in the next few yeavge will be faced | can go do all this later on

when | got into it even more, my second time into Iraqg, as we looked at whether the

country would hold together; then there were these last five yd@se are those who

have some keen analysis on your questmme interesting analysis that without the
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invasion of Irag and the overthrow of Saddam Hussein and the subsequent instability in

Iraqg, the Arab Spring would not have been possibfecourse, without the Arab Spring,

we would not have the Syrian civil waar maybe the Yemeni civil war, the Libyan civil

war.A | Qaeda in Iraq of course would never hav
facing ISIS todayThere are lines of analysis that can be drawn and traced back to the

decision to invade Iraqg in 2003.

As an academic exercise, I may indulge in th
next yearBut | also would maintain that if we had not invaded Iraq in 2003, if we had let

Saddam remain in power, | think that within three or four or five years, a ensild

have developed perhaps generated out of Baghdad, perhaps somewhere else (Lebanon,

Yemen) that would have caused us to become involved militarily in the Middlel East.

suspect | read thePostt hi s mor ni ng; we 0Of @urgedTrumgp back i n
wins, weodll | usHerewearsh, bomb, bomb.

Q: How did you see the Shi&Were they the majority in Iraq?

KRAJESKI: Absolutely.Censuses in that part of the world are extremely sensitive,

controversial, and not always accura#en d t haee)A place like Iraq was more

reliable because of the nature of ISBlmddamds ¢
said, Al &m going t o Byeverycountdhathad beeodoneme r e ¢ o u
t he 19 7 0islthamkntlibse dv8ré® psobabiye last reliable censuses of the

population of Irag the Shia were in the majoritfhe Sunni were next and the Kurds

were third. Then you have to throw in gups like Christians and Shebakd Yazidis.

Irag was really a muhieligious, multiethnic saiety, cobbled together by the British

when the Ottomans were defeated in 1968 is 1924, | believe the starting point of so

called modern Iraq, so not even a hundred yeardoldd on 6t t hi nk it ol | ma k
years, franklyThe Shia were the majby. When Saddam decided to invade Kuwait in

1990, and we led a coalition to liberate Kuwait, you might recall it was contemplated to

go all the way to Baghdad and overthrow Saddate. di dndét do it, and as
from southern Iragq, Saddam realyeaked his revenge on the Shige massacred tens of
thousands of them, displaced othéts.drained the swampB.on 6t know i f youbr

of this, but these massive marshes around Basra and thatrednaiilt reservoirs and

canals and drained thefhis started back in the 19804e did everything he could to

impoverish and weaken the Shia commurfty.when Saddam was gone in 2003, the

Shia had a lot of issues with Baghdatiey were the majority, and they were going to be

sure they controlled much tfe governmeniThey wisely made a deal with the Kurds

and some of the Sunriisnvhi ch has hel d until now, but 1 to:
break.

Q: Should we move to Yemen now?

KRAJESKI:Iguessweshould. 6 m trying to wrimt eaoabeut f IV
going to write a novel, or some kind of a
toss it awayAs | look back at my careé&rand | had subsequent interesting assignments

T that two and a half years, from 2001 to about March 2004reedly the most

am
me
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interesting, most dramatic, most intense period of my cakeerit was totally
unexpected.

Q: What sort of reaction did you get from the new officdis®y just sit and absorb, or
were they asking questions.

KRAJESKI: Since 2001, I thikT and the military has talked about this as welle have

a lot of people who come in with 9/11 on their shouldEre.e y 6ve come i n with
notion that this is a more dangerous world and we have to be ready to coniimrit)
came i n, dsomeddée®of whatan emlaassy was, and what diplomats do, and

what Foreign Service life was going to be liRatterned on hundreds of years of

experienceWe recognized there were some risks were involved, but for me the risks

were more worry about diseaand travel accidentéou worried a bit about violent

coups, being caught up in them somehBut these kid$ kids, the groups | talked to

they come in under 8w anei ggi ngat ot bereasowsaed
the United States haaken a side or is being pressured to take aSiteat it 6s

increasingly a more dangerous pla8e.decisions like the one | talked about might well

be part of their careeBome of the decisions that people have faced are really more

difficult than the oe | did, which | saw more as a politylo | support the policy?

Again, | did not think it was immoral to do thM/e had very interesting discussioAsd

we were very clear withthe new folksf ou6r e going to spend ti me ¢

families.Youbr e going to spend t iYowemightibecalleds ky, dang
upontodesomeé hi ng that youdre going t octhdérarve t o th
not you want to do itDo you want to support,ibe partofitt t hi nk it és a much

job now than when you and | took it.

Q: Oh yeahThe danger in the job.spent four years in the Air Force as a Russian

language intercept operator. ser ved i n Korea, and watched s
particularly involvedl 6 d c ome out aalbandaall, expedted togervel d W
dondt think | hadThagsphapgea, wdll OK, you getonwithit.usi ons.

KRAJESKI: When | was a kid, not long after you were a kid, the dangers, the threats

were so large in the sense thdhe SovietUnon had nucl ear weapons,
be a nuclear war, we 0 Navthg thieatsqare sodiveldms t r oy e ac
dondt know where anedd&¥mbadepdomi ghowbwhat eaakc
implode orexplodeY ou donét tkhneo wh ewxkhterleS|1 S i s going to
to have to be confrontingi.ou dondt know what the next pre:
might decidetodd. t hink i tds a much | ess predictable
careerThe Foreign Service f f i cer st ainevenegpeated to end opdna y é
BaghdadWhen | joined the Foreign Service in 197
Russian literaturd.had pretty good Russian, pretty good Gernsome basis of

knowledge of Soviet history dreconomicsl t 6 s 1980, I 6m going to go
Uni on, thatods wher e Ildevertyoughintgo tnoe siptetnsd omye coa
delights of thecareePar t of it, when | 6m talking to the
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Q:1't 6 s f u rferénewendowsopen diremember when | came in, | think | told
you, it was class one in the numbering sysi#mey had just gone through the McCarthy
periodeée

KRAJESKI: What year was this?
Q:1 t waBdl Moar@hp was in my class.
KRAJESKI: Did youknow, | was class 141 of that same cohort, and it was shortly after |

arrived that they started counting again, with the Foreign Service Act of Lis@ik
they only had 143 or 145, and you were number one and | was almost at the end of them.

Q:Theyasked, AHow many of vy oQfcowmsenwe alltrassedo e a mb as
ourhandsBut | can remember thinking dis4inctly,
general i (LauBer)muda. O

KRAJESKLThat 6s interesting AAssyome lpooktat | dail e
my brief stint as head of assignments, when | was recruiting forfirhkge r e 6s al way s a
attempt in the service to try to develop or control career development. g o, @ OK,
youbdbve got s o nHewaredwe going tonmka ngaximum.use of this

personbds tal ent an Asysuksay]tiings happeh.doorropeesx per i enc e
and youb6ére suddenly offered something out of
that . o

Q:l was i n Per sonn éNehabsoroething the conipeter wag just 6 6 0 s .
coming in.We were career assignment officedde woul d say, AWhat woul ¢
path, 06 considering |l anguages and proclivitie
path leading up to senior Foreign Servicé#e fel into a computer, we figured out what

do we get, where are we putting peoplerdade some sense.

KRAJESKI: It still does.

Q: In those terms.

KRAJESKI : We 0 rAad itshangésl alsadwas advisedimaybe you were

too,whenyouweret arti ng out, asking experienced pec
AWhat would you r ec o mhgetmygadvicefiomraguysamedu!l d | go
Peter Burleigh early on, my first DCNMle s ai d, @ Ke élgkethenob®ypue n mi nd.
wantin placesyouthn k youdéd | i ke to |ive, &nthat | et t he

time, we had cones, still had cones, they call them now trecksose days there were
four coned consular, admin, political and econonfitow we have public affairs as
well, public diplomacy conel.came in as administrative coridnad absolutely no idea

what this meanMWhen | found out, I said Al dondét hav
management experiendked ve never bal ancedAtéghedndafmgyet or r
firsttour,ar ot ati onal tour, I  aslk@érd rPett erre aliilWwh aal Id

A

interestedinadminwork hat 6 s when he @HGRomdtmewad hi v alkwute
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Build your own career the way you want to buildMiake your contacts, establish

yourselfina b u rA8 & thesethings, which is what | dilswitched to consular cone

early on in my career, because it was interesting and fun, especially in places like

Katmandu and India | thought it was much more interesting than political and economic

stuff. And then | kind of veered away from that when | was the India political officer and

got caught up inthe MiddleEag&.ut it waswmotdndtplpat. it i nto a
sayiifEventually, Krajeski, youbre goungoto be
di dndédt know where Bahrain was.

|l tés i mportant for us as an organization to
or a variety of career paths, because we need experienced consular officers who can

manage places like Manila and MexiCay and IndiaPeople who know passport law,

citizenship law, visa law, who can manage these huge activftess canot just put
somebody into that position who has maybe one consular tour 20 years ago when he did

visa work in Manilud®dyreamgdoi gy etnodrkagel mciow shani | a
Forget about itYou need managers, people who know how to write budgets and order

stuff and maintain and run security. You need these people, you have to build that career.

But you shoul dnohnitsytoauvberpei meotp € op lad |wiwt f | e x i |
who after two tours as an admin officer and
want to take t he Ypwhadvetoimakathatgossible.i n Mani |l a. 0

Q: I was with the Board of Examinefi@r a year.We were looking for flexible people.
That makes a good Foreign Service offfoécourse, most of us were looking for
somebody like ourselves.

KRAJESKI:We |l | , i f youdre a good Foreign Service
Q: But you weredoking for people who could switch roles.

KRAJESKI: Did you do the oral exams at all?

Q: Yes.

KRAJESKI: | was fascinated by that process. k now wedre getting off

bit. June of 1978, |1 did the ordlhad no idea what it was goinghe.| appeared at the

John F. Kennedy Federal Center in Boston on such and such a day, go to such and such a
room, thatdos whatiWelwas whmastt i 0 ti éhtel tpbreodcoe.s s ?
interviewed by Fol es @ind Deuy@aonevesuiid! f 6f d cbeeresn. 0a
grad student, | Igoat ahaitcut, which in 4978weas aygoasl thingttcs .

doDid | have ndidibeared hiad @822 siAndcle | was 20
presented myself to three Foreign Service offioghs) asked me questions for almost

two and a half hours, a long timEhen | took an irbasket test at the end of it, where

they gave me a box with phone slips and memo

In the end, what are we looking foi?e have a much mocetailed and | think effective
processnowBut ul ti matel y, we 0rWenéedthd persaqpwhhioor peop
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has the flexibility to be deputy in the consular section in Warsaw for a couple of years,

then take over the political issues on the Ir#iak, then move to the Operations Center,

then study Arabic for a couple of years, gooutto Caéirooudve got to have th
flexibility. At the same time you have to build the expertise and the knowledge base,

whet her i tds | anguddeésora rtegigthd g€ lhda mfgu n weé rdes B
career.

Q: Tom, you think this might be a good placetosf can take this up wh
of f toé

KRAJESKI: Off to Sanaa as chief of mission, ambassador. What a great honor to be

chosen as ambassadiowas sworn in by Rich Armitag@ll my family and friends were

there, in the Ben Franklin Roort.was a very heady experien¢espent a lot of time

consulting and meeting people, experts on Yemen, think taihksugh the department,

through the governnme. | was very excited about the prospect of going out to Sanaa,

which as an Arabist is |likfe yhedryol &n oAr 4 lhies
wanttogotoYemern.t 6s t oo bad vy olwasaeallyéxtitedywll sayhese day
thatte doubts didndét kick in until I wal ked ou

for the really short walk (it was in a compo
|l dondt knowWhonade me &nbhasshddvnagt. wer e t hey t hi nk

Q:We b1 | pick this up then.

Q: Today is the ZDof May, 2016, with Tom Krajeskiom, you had just arrived in
Sanaobda, 2004, as your Hadya takea tmoFSIscousalomr i al as
ambassadorships?

KRAJESKI: Yesi the secalled charm scha.
Q: Could you explain what they were teaching and your impression of it?

KRAJESKEFi rst | think | mentioned | ast week, tt
nominated by the president, when it becomes a public nomination, and your swearing in

can be quitéong. Sometimes you have a job and you stick with the ah.often they

want to pull you out, and you start with your consultatidfe starti in my case | did

two months of Arabicc was nominated in March, and | di
During that period, you sign up for the famous ambassadorial seminar

Q: Which by the way was suggested and introduced, the first one taught by one Shirley
Temple Black.

KRAJESKI: Shirley Temple Blacklmagine thatDo you know who Shirley Temple
Black is?Shirley Temple you know was the same pefison

INTERN:Animal Crackers.
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KRAJESKI: She was ambassador to Ghana.
Q: And to Czechoslovakia.
KRAJESKI: A Nixon appointee, | think.

Q: And went to the UNAIl you have to do is see movies with a-frear-old child,
realize here is a real intelligence.

KRAJESKI: By every report, she was a really excellent ambass8dot.did take the

course for the first timeReally interestingThis is 20041n the second iteration of

political appointees for George W. 8fuPresidents try to get three rounds of political

appointees in so they can take care of all their friehiiat first round is the first year;

three years later (in this case, 2004), the second round is being nonfiwatkd.class

was a great mix ofglitical and career diplomatswas fascinated/Vhat they did was

focusi righttyion t he political appointees, to intro
These are people whoov Manyefthenrhawbadk ed i n an e
impressive careeiismostof them had pretty impressive careers in the private sector or in

other government agencidr example, we had the former mayor of Knoxville,

Tennessee in the class, appointed by Bush to be ambassador to Petgmcteresting

mani Victor somethingVictor Henderson AsheA lot of it is, those of us who have

worked in embassidsin my case, 24 yeaiswe take time with the political appointees

to say, fAHereds HeweaarembhsswmowdTlhkatp®st ant
a couple of daysrou spend a lot of time talking about your style of leadership.at 6 s a

great exchange (particularly with the private sector, businessmen, academics coming in)

with the professionals, how do you lead a team as ambassadotP6 r e t he chi ef o
mission as wie | as being the ambassador; youbre exp

Now, the second part Tohfertehbast a sl,o twhoofd st iynoeu rs
about the relationship between ambassador and D\@idt of the career diplomats, most

of whom had ben DCMs, had a lot to add to th&bome of them had been DCMs to
political appointees; that o6s Bottarliheftratr ent r el
we always makeand | 6ve done this course twice, and
four times when | was over at NDiUthe bottom line is, that relationship is absolutely

critical to the success of theembasdp k e sur e youdbve got a good I

youdbve got a good DCM, give her all the auth

Q:l't 6 s aMlyelatiorshipMaing f i ne Foreign Service of fi.
number twoThey are up against an amateBut as you say, these amateurs usually

come from some impressive backgrounds and have a greatdealtofadd.i t wor ks, It
really a great canbination.

KRAJESKI: Absolutely.And as we try to impress upon the newcomers, the political

appointees, it really will make or break you at an embassy, if you have a good DCM.

That DCM is goingtobe acareerpersdre 6 s goi ng t o Ilespectedhyst ed or
the countryteam. t 6 s r e aviodtlyin EUR {Bturéaa af European Affairs), you
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hear lots of tales of political appointees who trash their DCMs, who try to do things that

are perhaps out of the ordinary, evenillegagh e DCMO6 svhioldbes cmue@posed t o
into the ambassadords office and say, ANo, vy
Berlin to the concert, Tiywanethingdéke thisTheo us e proi
politicals resentitOf t en, t heyore Weydr evewnsed yt peget tei; n
|l ndeed, if vyo re not wealthy you cannot be
Youlbre expect to use your personal funds f
budgets); not so with us.

Q

uob
ed

So DCM relationshipThen wetalk a lot about the country tealvVe talk about, what

does the country team look like in Yemah o 6 s Qf boarseg2004, Yemédnone

of our major focuses is counterrorismSowé& ve got a f aWelbyergbutust
a fairly robust militarycooperation and defense attaché uribth run by colonelsCIA

guyobds a very experiledhvwedgagtuyt evamd af bTRY t @
coming in to train Yemeni special forc&o a major part of the mission | know right up

front is going to b military/security/intelRSO isverybigSo t hat 6 s somet hing
to focus onrightoffthebal hose r el ati onships, probably to
worked, the second most important relationship for the ambassador is with that chief of
station.Because so much of the mission is focused on intel, security, and eounter

terrorism, the chief of station/ambassador relationship is absolutely cAtiagher thing

we will impress upon these political appointees, most of whom have never worked with

the CIA. Only a few of whom have worked with the military befdtedlepends on where

theydre going, how important milit¥eryy secur.i
few go to NEA, the part of the world wherée |

Q:That s where you get shot at.

KRAJESKI:Yeah. And | think thereds a recognition an
as some of these people arand | do emphasize tha&.lot of my foreign colleagues in

the diplomatic service shake their heads at this practice we have in the Uattesddbt

political appointeesAnd while there are times perhaps where we have too many of them,

and we certainly have some duds who really embarrass us overseas, by and large | think

itds a real l y g o oRlus,iwéneedgeopleovhaguedeivedpif noth e mi x .
really, close to the presidein. NEA, Near Eastern Affairs, the only two political

appointees almost always are Saudi Arabia and Morocco.

Q:Egypt from time to time had somebody comi ng¢

KRAJESKL: Inmytimel candét recall a pDohaihadiorda | appoint
dondét think Abu Bu%ahdi Ardbiaissists;shd Saadisevany e t .
somebody whods AclostehéoAt Ak woekddendsopart
the notion that the ambsador has the president on spdiadl Even though the career

ambassadors will have met the presideypbu get your picture taken and put that picture

on your desk, shaking hands, t Yoahaperthatsi dent s
prominentlyinyour of fice, so when people come in yc
with George W. BushMany times, Ali Abdullah Saleh, then the president of Yemen,
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woul d call me and talk to me alone and say,
thepresi e nlt . woul d say, AYes sir, Mr. President,
my desk officer or the assistampldecnetary f
going to call the presideiitu nl ess of course, itbés war.

So these are things ydocus on during those two weeks.
Q: Also the ambassador has some legal responsibilities\®Wtwat you can and ca

KRAJESKI: We spend quite a bit of time in that course on that presidential letter, the
chief of mission authority letter that evenyplbassador gets from the presidéinis

tailored to your specific missiokeach | etter contains basically
c h a r KEyery. U3S. government person assigned to that country is under your authority.
The only exception is if there iSlAS. military base in country, then they have a
combatant commanddrhad this in Bahrain, my second ambassadorship, | had the
headquarters of the U.S. Fifth Fleet in Bahrain, NAVCENT (United States Naval Forces
Central Command)lhey had a threstar adnral in charge of the base and all the
operations of NAVCENTHe was not under my authority, and all those who on the base
reported to him, not to m&ut if we had anybody in the class who had a combatant
commander in their countiiythat relationship igxtraordinarily importantPrior to 9/11,

it could be quite a contentious relationship, a difficult one.

Q: I was in South Korea, that was contentious.

KRAJESKI: The combatant commander, we calledmCINCs in those days

(commander in chiefHeT | think the first woman combatant commander was just

appointed they are always foestars, and they have enormous authority and assets that

make every ambassador drool withenibh ey 6ve got pl anes and ship
hundredsThey have their own plan&hey have unlimited money, it seerssnce 9/11,

the relationships have gotten better in NEA. My combatant commanders were always

CENTCOM (Central Command), which is headquartered in Tampa, which has its backup
headquartersin Dohd.h e Navyo6st ien MBiarhrRRdrmmge i s i n Doha,
Kuwait.Si nce 9/ 11, it ds [leeiitaryfdiplorhaticneatioashipr act i c a
since 9/11 has become closer, more effective, and more practical, and less fraught with

envy and jealousy and power games.

Q: One of the small exceptions to this power is, the ambassador cannot issuinvisas.
some places, this can be quite importatite consular officers cakome places, an

awful lot of people, the one thing an embassy can do for them is give their brotbeer a v
to visit Disney Land (ortogetajol.ut t hi s can get é

KRAJESKI: Since 9/11, the visa process has changed quite dramatidadly.

ambassador still has influence, but has less authority now and the military understands

that as well as anybody do&o u6r e right, they frequently ha
Yemeni general in the army wants his family to go to the United States, and they get

turned down for visasSo the general calls the colofigdh my case | had coloneisand
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asks, fAHow nceamenyt e y tthwerr Andtlrewoiondl cmmes® me,i s a. 0O
AWhat are we gYooiundg et oca nd ce xhpeerre dniceerde &c o ntshud ar
debate over whether we should exert influeAdeays bring the consular officer into it
immediately,tose@ Why di d he gWhatare ihe reasod¥?here dowe

go?Pd itbds an i mpoSitrmamd %/nlolu glht WRaeeclybavene .t.hat r
sat with a consular officer Hearde&saivwwhy Ailt & a
importanttos t hat this guy get a visa.o

Q: These things get worked out usually.

KRAJESKI: Consular officer$ | say as one myseifare smart and savvy, politically
adept.l would always tell my ambassador in Warsaw, the last time | did consular work,

AAmbassfBdotdos i mportant to you and you | ook
one, 6 youbvl ésgetdmtdeal i ng with a thug or a
|l dm going to show you the criminal record, o

to do this, in which case the ambassadbmwould havei would back off immediately.

Al t h o inghb @d days we did it in writing, we had a paper applicatiarould

write, AAmbassadorScettrihege¢ydr ke bmwidddser @ t he
thata good ambassador would say, AAbsol utely,

Q: Did you pick a DCMMHow did that work?

KRAJESKEINEAGs an intwWeescsal hgNBAreétabhe mot her bur
NEA takes care of all its little chicks (some get promoted), off and iin varying

degrees of sincerity and effectivenéS8® o ne of the understandings
appointed ambassador in NEA is, fi At youobre
t wo, wedre going t o IBecauped\EA wants tctakigerpeople c ki ng LC
it considers to be future ambassadors, people who are the most talented or effective or

who deserve that DCMhip.What the bureau does is present a short list, usually five

names, to the DCM committee first (andrthie theambassadorBill Burns was

assistant secretary in 2004, and ImRocco( somebody youbve intervie\
PDAS, the principle deputy assistant secretary, the guy who does all the personnel.

So Jim said, fiHerebds the | ist forHer®&eM f or Ye
the people we think should getthe jdbe t 6 s t al k ab o urhereavare h one of
only three, because the fourth one had droppedMdeiichose one, a woman | knew quite

well. She was only an 02, and the DCM job was ranked afl@i4.is sorof a colonel

level, the top level of the Foreign Service until you jump into the Senior Foreign Service.

| was an OC; the DCM was ranked as an 01. This woman had just been promoted to 02.

She was a star, and s hS®hiedb6 dd onbtieerizsbpgamder eal | y h
into Libya for example as Libya was opening up in 2004, or she was on the Libya desk
whenQadhafiwas making amendShe had done a lot of great work and NEA really

wanted the next jump to be DCMforh&ranada was naditwaaafhrlyge post,
important post and was in a place where we needed really good morale, where we were
concerned about securi®f course, th€oleinvestigation.
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Then the DCM committee approves the short8st met i mes t heyol | cut soc
thelist, sometimes add to the ligthat list is technically presented to the ambassador, and

the ambassadorchoosest you dondt kyowdwtelephoaeoydersahal y et |,
interviewsYou | ook at 360s, which aretmehy popul a
You know, 3608 having people who worked for you, your peers, and your superiors all

send assessments of your performance and talents and shortcimeim@CM committee

looks very closelyat360s. have to tell you, lartinthehat r ank,
Senior Foreign Service, the most important of those is people who worked foygau

subordinated. f you get trashed by too many of your
chance of being a DCMf. you have a reputation of being a screamer, l@les their

temper, or youoOre unreachabl e.

Q: I recall being on a committee to select people to go to war colleges and the
equivalentOne very quiet guy on iDne name came up; this guy rarely spoke, but he
said, AThat son of plan.bitchd and went on to e

KRAJESKI: DCM, principle officer jobs, ambassadoi$iough the ambassador

selections are done much more quieflge D committee, deputies committ€@ne black

mark can finish you, and it can be completely unfgirst had lunch with a good frien

of mine, who was my DCM i n SamMahadacoupho r eal |

of folks who didnét | i ke him, and every ti me
ambassadorship, it would get takenoutagain.6 s t oo bad, but there w
Going backo that two week class, we reallydoalott 6 s cal | ed Buthe char m
wedospenda | ot of time talking abouWhataew youdr e

the components of an embasidpw are you going to manage Washingtdre tell these

political guys, some of whom do have the president on the gfiakdVe had a guy who

went to Paris when | was going to Bahr&ome of these guys literally are friends of the

president, raised a lot of money for the president, ran parts of his camfaegguywho

went to South Africa, Don Gips ( adghayi n, Il 6m g
realydoWe have to i mpress upon them that you re
the time, or to the White Hous¥ou need to develop your network at Sté&ie:. the day

to day business of your embassy, the desk, the country office, and the bureau are going to

be far more effective working the bureaucracy in Washington than the White House is

going to be.

Q: Did you deal with a problerh some ambassadors hawente in and are highly
suspicious of the Foreign Serviddost notorious one | can think of in recent times, our
ambassador to Mexico under Ronald Reagan.

KRAJESKI: Some of that is a reflection of the politics, of the administrattomas a

given(notavays true) that every new secretary of
Foreign Service, doesnberedbesssombehbBhgt anbDep
about people who speak foreign languages, who live overseas, who are expected to know

the cultue and politics and history of places like ChiAad they will tell you that you

candét do cWerbtraei mltlhiFogse.i gn Service officers
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the governmenAnd i to6s true, we can be vewithn condesc
that particular tribeSo these political folks come in, and some of them are very

impressive people, very confident and succeséiull some of them are just fundraisers

and greengrocers and real estate guys who are getting their payback fay thepin

president get electe@hey have no idea what the Foreign Servic&is.ddenl vy, t heyor
confronted with all these people telling them the details of the wheat trade in Saudi

Arabia; then the next guy is talking about how oil prices are differentidtedd s

surrounded by all these smart folks, and they get intimidS&aetimes the relationship
doesndoNEAoirk.a |l ittle different because we d
because the issues out there are literally life and death at timesusoyd on 6t s cr ew
aroundl dondét want Ittodexamgegeogfattehae hragasons Mor a
safe bet, Morocco would have its political appointsudi Arabia, because the Saudis

insisted on it.

Q: Morocco was notoriou$One ambassador used toiwt e about Aour Kking. o

KRAJESKLThat 6s one of the reasons MorWwWeco | i kes:c
love monarchied. candét #Wheg bwasin Bahrainpluas.accused of being

antrmonarchyl s ai d, Al 0We adno nAdntie NNettwvaenthénmhoaitm !

we 6r e n ot The Bahrainisdavdd ¢hd Brits, the king loved the queen; he just
wantedtoberoyal. di dndt t IButim&kkingnwias dngoanl Quy.i t .

So those two weeks are fairly pack¥du spend a lot of time thinking abbyour first

day, week, and month at the emba§she embassy meanwhil e, youdr
DCM whooés hopefulOry walt hegowyri prepldeacessor, if
Youdr e pl ann Wilthereybe press ahyour arnwafo, got to prepare a

press statemenfou 6 r e pr epar iaryg fwdire ny oowru oflilr smeed you
going to meet the country team, meet the embassy Wanalways urge people to have

an embassy town hall with every employee at the embBS$¥s,now called LES

(locally engaged staff); we keep changing the names, to protect the inrkarergn

Service nationals, they were called for a long time, now called locally engaged staff.

What are you going to saytepare itPrepare a statememowaday, we do YouTube

videos.The ambassador will do a video which will be put up the day that he or she
arrivesatpost. f youdbve got the | anguage, you use tF
to the country that way.did not do that in either Yemen or Bahr; in Yemen, because

YouTube di dn dnBaleanjbsecausd |l was 23dhiyly.suspect when |

arrved.The Bahr ai ni s dTheynhought hwasthere ta everthiow thee .

monarchy after the events of 2011 and the Arab SpVifegwere vey critical of their

human rights performance, so we decided | wo
Bahr ai no Y o upfobablgshould kaeeobwst.there we are.

So we think about introductions.ou t hi nk about whWhenyauu ér e goi I
first arrive at post, on your first or second working day you go to the foreign ministry to

present a copy of your credentials to the foreign minigsat are you going to say?

What issues are you goingtoraise? 6 s not a wor kceregonmeeti ng,; i
where you go to presentthiscopyut unt i | that, youbre not =eve
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houseOnce you present to the foreign minister,
meetings with the governme.ut youdér e not s pyblgonslgod t o do a
formally present your credentials to the head of state, in this case the president of Yemen,

Ali Abdullah SalehWe talk about that what are you goingtosayf?ou é6r e goi ng to
expected to give a statement, in Arabic in this c@sdwas over here working with

MaggieDaher one of the instructors here, and practicing my staterireArabic, when

you speak formally you have to speak formalyou candét speak i n dial e
speak as if you are just speaking across a table hawing of coffeel t 6 s a f or mal

languagel d o n g[formdl Ar&be] | i0tm v er y un c btend mtrtdadaibl e i n i
toomuchEven when I 6m giving a speech, I owi || |

that mark a really educated Ardthosni Mubaak in Cairo used to be laughed at by the
intelligentsia because his fiiah, formal Arabic, was so bade would always try to

start his speeches in it and then would immediately fall into Egyptian dialaath |

think is just grdeiatsgmetimesovben hedvasitdlkingictassieal s t a n
Arabic.

So you practice all these things, and are very serious abAut iyou going to have

press when you arrive at the airpdd?here going to be a camera spriysd, you want

your public affairs ofiter at postto be readWwh o 6 s g oi n gVNhtaad Obse ytoluear e ?
statementMa ke sure you have a written statement

to be in the newspapes.lot of the countries we work in think the American
ambassador is a big deS8ome,me h, it és just another guy arri
But in both Sanada and Blaharariiny,ed hiery Sverrad ava
t he morning, which is a great -oheionmtattheo arri ve
airport.tTheYemen press corps i s not very good and t
be out at the airport at 2:00 in the morniRtus, | arrived on a Friday, which is the day
off,aholidayAct ual Il 'y, | arri v e dweattrighttd neyhause,no 6 c | oc k
photo sprayWe had a little sitement of my arrival which w&ent to the press but

nobody cares, nobody reads the papers on Friahg.that deliberatelyl. wanted time to

settle in before | went out public.

Q: Whom were you replacing?

KRAJESKI: EdmundHull. Career officeii Yemen always gets career, no political.
Edmund had been my DCM in Caiwhen | was in the political sectiorffle had been

the deputy coordinator for courttrrorism prior to the Yemen joble arrived in 2001,
just before 9/11 | &lieve.He was there for the famous Cheney/Ali Abdullah Saleh
meeting Edmund was a professionahe previous DCMto my arrival in Yemenhad

been Alan Misenheimer, another real professioflat embassy and then the one before
it Bar b ar assyBamhidhiwasedérisg thee mttack on th8S Colen Aden, they
had really gone through the fires, through the wars on cotart@rism.A lot of Al
Qaedads rootBveaemrmret hen Blfiermelnadens are original
living in Saudi Arabidgor a couple of generation®sama was a Saudi, but they were
from the Hadhramaut area of Yeménlot of Saudis have Yemeni backgroufidhe

attacks on our embassies in Tanzania and Kenya ini1898t of the planning had been
done in YemenSome of thattackers had been trained in explosives in Yemban of
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course the attack on ti@ole, which was an Al Qaeda attack on a U.S. warship in 2000,
really focused attention on Al Qaeda in Yemiémvas our intention to drive them out of
Yemen.

When9/11Hti, thereds a famous Dick Cheney meetin
NovemberHe flew out to Aden, the port on the Arabian Sea in Yemen, the old British
port.He met with Ali Abdullah SalelMccor di ng to the story, he s

we 6r e dfghamstanWend rAe goi ng after these guys in
to drive themoutWNe 6 r e going to do the same thing her
and we &obuldecideeYlopu.6r e with us or against us. o

And Ali Abdullah being averyclevenan f or al | of his other bag
to be your senior partner in fighting terror
whom | 6ve been helping in previous years, bu

country. o

Edmund and Ilsiteami a lot of FBI are there investigating the attack onGloée still,

because they were Yemeni AlQaeBaB |l , t he agencybs there, Spe:q
we didndot bri ng Wendyr ea cbtriivneg immigl iitnaray liont. of e
guys in Yemen, with the Yemeni militaryery successfullyYou might recall one attack

in 2003 in which the senior Yemeni Al Qaeda leader was killed by a Hellfire missile fired

by a droné maybe the first drone attadk.was very controversial, because used a

drone and got this guy in his Toyota LaBaliser as he was crossing the dedgut.we

made a deal with the Yemenis, who kriethey helped us do this, the intel | assume

came out of the Yemenis, fAHere hBtAtos, heds I
point B.0O We had a deal with the Yemenis t ha
explosives for a bomb, and the explosives went off, blew up his car and killedeim.

agreed before the attack that would be the suy.senior leaders back heRaul

Wolfowitz prominent among them, could not keep this quibey were so pleased that

we had gone out and killed an Al Qaedalea@an.r pl edge had been, i We
where you are, weodre goi ngSocthecodldnatasistyou and c
going to the press and saying, fAlLook what we

So when | arrived nine months after this, Saleh was still pissed off that we had broken the
dealOnce it had been determined that we did it
make him populawith some of his more radical constituer®y.the time | got there in

2004, Al Qaeda was basically gone in YemBme training camps had all been

disbanded, disruptetleadership had been killed or arrestetiere were over 25 senior

Al Qaeda in prisonawaiting trial or having just been convict&bme of them got death

sentences the ones for th€olegot death sentences, later commuted to life, later

commuted to five years and a cup of coffeédéteen of them escaped from prison while |

was there, dug tunneland escapd8.ut i n 2004 when | arrived, w
victory i butwe were confident that Al Qaeda no longer represented a daily threat in

Yemen.When | arrived, as | looked at it, | was going to now focus on taking advantage

of a relativeperiod of peace in a country, as we see totltegdoes not have very many

of them.We were going to focus on economic development, investment, education,
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infrastructure, training military and police to continue the coutgeprism effort.The
Millennium Challengé a Bush program in which countries competed for U.S. money.
They had to make certain advances in democracy, open markets, human aigtttele
checklist.If they met that list, they would be given hundreds of millions of dollars to use
as hey wantedIt was not USAID, it was the Millennium Challenge Corporation, a
guastgovernment corporatiott still exists, they still fund countrieQur determination

was to try to get Yemen on this.

Ali Abdullah Saleh had a parliament, sort of; weai rather ineffectivede himself was

elected president; the competition was not stiff, shall wetdayad been the head of

North Yemen since 1978 | think; at that tifime 2004] he was the longest running

(except forQadhaf) leaderHe held a presideial election.There was one due in 2006,

so it was our goal to have an open presidential election, a freer election for parliament.

And he established a ministry for human rights; when countries have problems, they

always establish ministrie$heminister was a wonderful woman, very talented and quite

effective within the cabineNot very well liked.She would go after the minister of

interior. We saw 2004 as an opportunity to try to effect regime change without really
changing the regim®neoft he courses | 6m working on at Am
teaching the policy of regime chang®hat does regime changemean8 m usi ng | r aq,
Yemen, and Bahrain as exampliEsYemen, we had a partner in Ali Abdullah Saleh in
counterterrorism.He was a slippgrpartner, but he was a partner.

Q: We had a significant number of Yemenis educated in the United States.

KRAJESKI: As we were looking at this opportunity in Yemieand | mentioned

education as one of the areas we wanted to workemen has the highesliteracy rate

in the Arab worldLess than 50% of men can read and write, and less than 25% of

women.Most girls were lucky if they got one or two years of schdety few of them

went on to secondary schoolde schools were not very good, the teachs wer endt wel
trained.The Yemeni elite would go to either the UK or the U.S. for education, or

sometimes to India or Australid.number of the members of cabinet had been educated

in the United States.

Ql 6ve interviewed Bi IsddortBereaback io 19d0de taldedd was a ml
about getting Yemenis to goé

KRAJESKI: In the 1960s and 1970s, USAID had a very large program basically funding
people like Yemenis four year scholarships to American universitidsstly state
universities, becausee got more bang for the buck, we gostate tuition for itl met at
least four members of the cabinet who had been beneficiaries of this pr@grammf my
goals was to try to restablish itWe had reestablished USAID; USAID and the Peace
Corps hagulled out in 1991 when Yemen was the only country on the Security Council
that voted against the multinational effort to liberate Kuwaitote that James A. Baker
told Saleh would be the most expensive vote his country had ever made; we pulled all
USAID (it was dumb, excuse me Secretary Bakafe were extraordinarily maat Saleh

|
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Q: Jordan nearly suffered the same way.

KRAJESKI: Jordan in the end did the right thin@t | east by wus, | 6m not
Yemen, when he did th[supported Iragjn 1990/1991, when he did this, we pulled

USAID and Peace Corps o(the country had just been-uaited.There had been South
Yemen, and with the collapse of the Soviet Union, South Yemen no longer had a patron,
and they had a fairly peaceful reunion of toeintry, with Ali Abdullah Saleh as

presidentIn defense, in objective, cold, academic defense of why Saleh did this, Saddam
had been one of the major funders of the Yemeni air f@ita. training was all Iraqis

training YemenisYy e me ni s w h dordtogatd tHenStates often went to the
University of Baghdad, which prior to 1980 was the best university in the Arab world not
counting the American University in Beirut or CaiBaghdad produced most of the

Yemeni doctors, lawyers, engineérall had been educated at the University of Baghdad.
So there was a connectioii Abdullah also got money he smuggled oilAs |

discovered whendot there in 2004, they had thgseat report about who smuggled Iraqi

oil. Ali Abdullah was near the top of thist, he funded quite a lot and made many

millions of dollars smuggling Iraqgi oil out of Basra in southern Iraq, through the Gulf to
the ports of the United Arab Emirates.

There was a close relationshietween Yemen and Iradflore harmful to the Yemen
economy in 1991 (and this had severe repercussions), was the Saudis threw out tens of
thousands of Yemeni workers as puni shment fo
of Kuwait. Kuwait threw out Yemeni worker3.ens of thousands of Yemenis living in

Saudi Arabia, in some cases born in Saudi Arabia, suddenly lost their jobs and were
forced back to YememtJnemployed, unhappy, and religiously much more conservative
than most Yemenis because they had spent so much time in Saudi Anelyidrought

back a bt of the Wéhabi, one of the most extreme [secfslstam, teachings to Yemen.

As late as 2004, when | was there, there was great concern about radicalization of
Yemeni mosquedartly because of this influence, and partly because the mujahidin had
retumed to Yemen after the Soviets were driven out of Afghanigtdot of the

mujahidin we had supported and trained and armed were looking for thejmigsibn]

That s real |l y t héd thatmigin ¥eaenofunhappy, unéniploy@d e d a

displc ed Yemenis who didndét f e eReligiouskymorere men wa:
conservative, even radical or extreme, mixed together with a bunch of guys who had just

had the greatest victory of Islam in the last thousand yetesy had driven the infide

Russians out of Afghanistan, and they were looking for their next battle.

Dealing with Ali Abdullah was interestin@y 2004, we really thought we had an

opportunity.Yemen is the poorest country in the Middle East by far; per capita income

was $700, $80. The majority of the population were subsistence farnfets.e y 6 r e r eal |y
tough, harecore subsistence farmérs f youbve ever seen pictures
villages on the edges of cliff$hey are a very hardy, tough peopéomen were dying

in childbirth. They had big families, 12 children were not uncomniren with multiple

wivesi most Yemenis could not afford more than one wifé. you know | sl am, [
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every guy gets four wives, you only do it if you can affortYdu have to treat eachife
equally, you have to have the money to dd&ib. most Yemenis have only one wife.
Bearing 10, 12 children, the body breaks dowentually you die in childbirtfSome
women were dying fairly young in childbirth because of insufficient medical oare,
obstetric knowledge.

One of the programs that Edmuj#&imbassador Edmund Hul$tarted and that | really

picked up on was, we built health clinics and focused on maternity and childieth.

trained midwives; we found the traditional midwife in eackageé, and USAID had a big

program to train them in modern techniqu&& trained people in sonograms and set up
sonogram equi pment in a number of <clinics; a
going to have a br eech dredeliveny,sothefmidivifeean e 6s a p
be ready for itWe funded and helped build a hospital inGita one of the centers of the

Al Qaeda aread modern hospital that we equipped, and trained people to work there.

We really focuse on health caré'he sheikhs &ry much wanted thi©ne of my first

visits outside of Sanabéa, after |1 6d gone thr
was ait towards Mé&ib, which was the center &l Qaeda activityy i t 6 s nort heast o
Sanab6a, as youbobr ettogards theg Empty QuariemthedRult adhkhalid e s e

It was also by the wayhere the great civilization of Sheba, the Queen of Sheba,

flourished.During Roman times, it was a trading center.

Q: They flew over and took pictures.

KRAJESKI: There was an Ameran archaeologist out there excavating the temples in
some of the buildings from this timkwas a very fertile valleyThere was the great

Ma 6 dambpbuilt BC (before Christ)t collapsed around 200, 250 AD because they

di dndt t aWhen tleeRoman Emgire statted to fade, the market for the goods
that were produced by this civilization, which was mostly frankincense and other kinds of
incenseThe Romans needed lots of incenBee trade routes ran right through Sheba

and up the Red Sea or afpthe coast to Cairo and Alexandidexandria was the big
crossshipment point to the Roman Empi#dl that collapsed; the dam collapsed, the

trade collapsedl'he Al Nahyans, who now rule Abu Dhabi in the UAE, were originally
fromMa 0 ."Mihdneverthelam col | apsed, the Nahyans migr at
Khali, the Empty Quarter, which is one of the most forbidding deserts on Khagtiated
across it and settled in Abu Dhabi.

| went out toMa 6 fAugiist 2004] One of my first visits wastosh ei khds compound
We had built a clinic and equipped it and trained the midwives at this d¢limés going

to go out with the sheikh and we were going to open the clinic formally and ttiwvais

one of the most fascinating visits of my whole Foresgmvice career.

Q: And this is Al Qaeda territory.
KRAJESKI: But by then, we had judgédthe training camps weregoreh er e 6s st i | |

Qaeda influence, theyore stildl providing rec
Al Qaeda in Iraq becantle focus of Al Qaeda in 2004, 200@%lot of Yemenis went up
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